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PEEFACE 

In this volume an account is given of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict 
and its vorld-wide repercussions from the morrow of the signature 
of an Italo-Abyssinian Treaty of JFnendship and Arbitration on the 
2nd August, 1028, down to the 23rd September, 1936, which was the 
date of the decision by the Assembly of the League of Nations to allow 
the Etliiopian delegates to retain their seats during the ciurent session. 
Within these dates the story constitutes a distinct, as well as a crucial, 
episode m the post-war history of international affairs ; but it is not, 
of course, by any means ‘self-contained’. On the one hand, it pre- 
supiioscs the history of the earher relations between Abyssinia, Italy, 
Franco and Great Britain, which have been dealt with in previous 
volumes of this series, as weU as the history of the reconcihation 
between Italy and France — at Abyssinia’s expense, as it turned out — 
that was achiev'ed in the Franco-Itahan Pact of the 7th January, 
1935; and this latter transaction is dealt with in the first volume 
of the Survey for this year. On the other hand, there is no finaHty 
at tlio point at which the present volume closes ; for the experience of 
the states members of the League in their attempt to apply the 
Covenant to the Italo-Abyssinian conflict raised certain fundamental 
questions concerning the League’s own function, constitution and 
future ; and in the autumn of 1936 these questions were stiU pendhig. 

The Greek verses printed on the page following the title-page were 
first published in The Times, under a letter from one of the two writers 
of the present volume, on the 22nd April, 1936, while the English 
translation printed here below them was made by Mr. G. M. Gathome- 
Hardy and appeared in The Times, under a letter from him, on the 
26th April. 

These verses express without reserve the feelings and opinions of 
the writer of this preface — ^who is also the writer of all those chapters 
of this volume in which the story touches upon matters that are 
morally or politically controversial. In what follows, the writer has 
done his best to take account of aU points of view which are relevant, 
and he has been particularly concerned to do justice to views that 
differ from his; but he will certainly not be found to have either 
avoided or counteracted an element of subjectivity that is inherent 
in all historical writing (even on subjects in which the writer’s per- 
sonal concern is remote — and not intimate, as it is in the present 
case). Any presentation of a subject presupposes a point of view ; 
and inevitably the picture comes to be drawn in the shape and 
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painted in tlie colours in which it appears to the observer s eyes from 
his own angle of vision. The present writer is aware that different 
pictures of the subject of this volume might be produced by honest 
and able observers who happened to have different outlooks ; and for 
this reason he will now try to put his readers on their guard by 
letting them know, before embarking on his narrative, what his own 
outlook is. 

In the first place, the writer is an Englishman ; secondly, he believes 
that the Enghsh political tradition, as embodied in the present 
British Commonwealth of Nations, is a thing of great value for the 
World ; thirdly, he believes that the British Commonwealth cannot 
survive except within the framework of an effective international 
regime of collective security of the kind intended in the Cove- 
nant of the League of Nations; fourthly, he believes that, in the 
international crisis of 1935-6, Hhe honour and vital interests^ of his 
country (to use the old-fashioned phrase) alike demanded of the 
United Kingdom that she should carry out her obligations under 
the Covenant completely, whatever the consequences ; fifthly, ho con- 
siders that this standard of conduct has not been hved up to in the 
foreign policy which has actually been pursued by the United King- 
dom Government in the international transactions that are recorded 
in this volume ; and, lastly (to complete the tale of contentious points 
in his position), he considers that the shortcomings — as they appear 
to him — of the actual conduct of British foreign policy in this ordeal 
have been due to a lack of courage and of sincerity. On the last of 
these points, his feelings are aptly expressed in the following words 
of an eminent Victorian: 

As to fighting, keep out of it if you can, by all means. When the time 
comes, if it ever should, that you have to say ‘Yes ’ or ‘No ’ to a challenge 
to fight, say ‘No ’ if you can — only take care you make it clear to your- 
selves why you say ‘No It’s a proof of the highest courage if done from 
true Christian motives. It’s quite right and justifiable if done from a 
simple aversion to physical pain and danger. But don’t say ‘No’ be- 
cause you fear a licking and say or think it’s because you fear God, for 
that’s neither Christian nor honest. And, if you do :^ht, fight it out 
and don’t give in while you can stand and see.^ 

If the readers of the present volume bear in mind that it has been 
written by some one with the outlook indicated above, they will have 
in their hands the key for transposing the picture into other per- 
spectives. 

This preliminary warning is perhaps the more necessary in this 

^ Thomas Hughes: Tom Brownes Schoolda/ys, Part II, chap. 6, ‘The Fight*, 
ad fin- The whole chapter is much to the point. 
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case because a considerable part of tliis volume is occupied by an 
account of the domestic political and moral controversy wluch. the 
international crisis arising out of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict pre- 
cipitated in the LTnited Kingdom, It is the practice in this Survey 
of Ivfeniaiiortal Affairs to bring into the pictm'e the internal affairs 
of any of the sixty or seventy countries on the contemporary inter- 
national stage when — though only when — some consideration of 
these seems to be essential to a proper understanding of the inter- 
national drama. In previous volumes this practice has led to the 
inclusion, from time to time, of chapters dealing with the internal 
affairs of a number of countries ; Morocco, Egypt, Syria, Palestine, 
China, Mexico, Japan, Germany, 'Iraq. This time Great Britain 
happens to be the country whose internal affairs enter into the action 
on the international arena ; and the history of British public feeling 
and opinion in regard to the Italo-Abyssinian conflict could hardly 
be ignored by any one who was attempting to handle the subject— 
whatever his nationality. In spite, therefore, of the inconvenience 
of his happening to be an Englishman himself, the present writer has 
found it necessary to grapple with this English topic in the present 
volume. It will be evident, however, that in the writing of this 
second volume of the Survey for 1935 a mood of judicial aloofness 
must be as difficult to maintain for an Englishman as it would be for 
an Italian — or as it would have been for a Frenchman in writing the 
Survey for 1924, or for a Chinese or a Japanese in writing the Survey 
for 1931. 

In the spelling of the East African personal names and place-names, 
which are numerous in this volume, it has been found impossible to 
follow any consistent system of representation in the Latin alphabet. 
Many of the place-names are derived from languages which have 
never yet been reduced to writing ; and even if an official Amharan 
version of a GaUa or Somali name existed, and were to be found 
written or printed in the Ethiopic alphabet, it might have little scien- 
tific value. The spelling actually used in A Handbook of Abyssinia, 
vol. i. General (London, 1917, published by H.M. Stationery Office), 
has been followed as far as possible, while for names not mentioned 
there (and these are the great majority) an arbitrary choice of the 
spelling that looks simplest to an English-reading eye has been made 
among the variants offered by official documents and newspapers in 
several different European languages. 

Arnold J. Toynbee. 

October 1936. 
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ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

(i) lutrodnctiou 

The tragic episode of international history which is recorded in this 
volume is a tale of sin and nemesis. Even at the moment of writing, 
on t he very morrow of the events, the historian could offer this bald 
interpretation of the plot with some contidcnce that his reading of its 
outlines would not be disputed either by contemporary pai'ticixiants 
and ol)S('rv(>rs or by a yet unborn Posterity. There was, however, 
perhaps room for some difference of opinion in the identification of 
the actors who were impersonating — beneath the conventional tragic 
mask — flic stock characters of hero and villain and victim. 

W'as the play that ivas being performed m the arena of the oecu- 
menical amphitheatre in A.n. 1035-6 a tragedy in the Ancient Greek 
style, with a single soul — raised by Fate to a iiiniiacle of power — 
seen succiumbing to the sin of hybris and being overtaken by the 
nemesis of ate. ? If this was the play, then the protagonist could 
only be Benito Mussolini. Or was it rather a tragedy in the vein 
of a modern Western Society which was relapsing into the collec- 
tivism of the ant-heap and the beehive ? If that was the deeper 
meaning of this awful spectacle, then the little men — ^Mussolirds and 
Lavals and Hoarcs and Baldwins — ^who were wearing the masks 
and buskins, executing the gestures and speaking the lines on 
the stage, were mere mannil^-puppets, like the Bagrations and 
Naiioleons of Tolstoy’s War and Peace or Hardy’s The Dynaats. The 
true protagonist, on this view, would be, not the soul of Benito 
Mussolini, but the Society of Western Christendom, and the sin which 
was evoking nemesis would be, not the personal hybria of an indivi- 
dual, but the social karma of the Old Adam — ^a heritage of Original 
Sin which had been accumulating through many generations. 

Was it, then, the Romagnol dictator or the Great Society of a 
Westernized World that was the true protagonist in this performance 
of a traditional plot ? If the historian were the Duoe’s confessor, it 
would evidently be his duty to regard the whole vast transaction 
as the personal action of Signor Mussolini ; and from this angle of 
vision the Ducc’s decision (whenever it was taken)^ to launch Italy 
upon a war of aggression against Abyssinia was doubtless a mortal 
sin which the sinner would have to expiate either in this world or in 
another. If, however, the historian happened to be a student of 

^ On tlus question, see pp. 27-30, below. 
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public affairs who was an Englishman and a British subject, it would 
ill become him to cajole his own conscience by making a Mussolini 
his scapegoat ; for from an English standpoint — ^if the English ob- 
server viewed the spectacle with open eyes and honest mind — ^it was 
impossible to see the tragedy solely in terms of the Tiybris of Mussolini 
or, for that matter, of a totahtarian Fascist Italy. Prom an English 
standpoint the Mussohnian sin of commission — ^the positive, strong- 
willed, aggressive egotism which had tempted the Italian war-lord 
into committing a crime of violence in breach of all his covenants — 
was inextricably interwoven with a complementary sin of omission : 
a negative, weak-willed, cowardly egotism which had tempted the 
reigning poHticians in Great Britain and France — ^in deference to what 
they believed to be the will of their constituents — ^to stop short of an 
effective fulfilment of their own covenants because they fiinched from 
the risks and sacrifices to which their countries stood pledged to 
expose themselves in the cause of international justice and law and 
order. While Signor MussoUni had not the patience and imagination 
to abide by his promises to promote Italy’s legitimate national in- 
terests by none other than peaceful means, his French and British 
feUow actors had not the virtues requisite for whole-heartedly put- 
ting into practice the nobler and wiser policy to which they wore 
paying, all the time, a perfunctory hp service. Their professed in- 
tention — ^if their adherence to the Covenant of the League of Nations 
and to the KeUogg-Briand Pact was to be taken seriously — ^was to 
establish a reign of law and order in the international arena by making 
a reality of both the twin pillars of Justice: Collective Security and 
Peaceful Change. Yet, when their sincerity was put to a supreme 
test through an Italian challenge (at first plaintive and finally trucu- 
lent) in the seventeen post-war years that ended in 1935, the French 
and English did not muster up either the generosity and imagination 
to make a success of Peaceful Change or the courage and imagination 
to make a success of Collective Security. They neither responded in 
1920 to Signor Tittoni’s plea for an equitable distribution of raw 
materials^ nor restrained Signor Mussolini in 1935 from launching 
an aggressive war against Abyssinia.^ 

In this hght it is apparent that the sin which was committed in 
1935 was not merely Mussolini’s or Fascismo’s or Italy’s. This guilt 
was shared by Britain and France, and in some measure by the whole 
living generation of the Western Society — ^for example, by the con- 

^ See p. 15, footnote 1, below. 

* The evidence in support of this statement is presented in the present 
volume passim. 
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temporary Canadians whose gentle spokesman had inflicted at Geneva, 
in 1920, a diplomatic defeat iipon the Italians’ timid spokesman. 
Signor Tittoni. Nor was it only the living generation of the Western 
Society that was implicated ; for Signor Mussolini came nearest to 
justifying his own crime and to putting the sanction-taking Powers 
out of countenance when ho proclaimed^ that, in seeking to acquire 
an overseas empme by force of arms, the Itahans were simply doing 
in the twentieth century what the British and French had done in 
the nineteenth and eighteenth centuries, the Dutch and Swedes in 
the seventeenth century, and the Spaniards and Portuguese in the 
sixteenth. 

On this wider, and perhaps also deeper, view, Signor Mussolini’s 
deliberate personal sin might be almost eclipsed by his involuntary 
historical r61e of exposing the moral perversity of the once Christian 
society which had confessed its apostasy in the act of raising him 
to power. The perversity of the modern Western ideal of Nationalism 
was shown up by an Italian Imperialism which was the aftermath of 
an Italian Bisorgimento. The perversity of the modern Western intel- 
lectual feat of Physical Science was shown up by the application 
of chemistry and aeronautics to the devilish device of spraying poison 
gas from the air. The perversity of the modern Western commercial 
spirit — a worship of Mammon from which the nineteenth-century 
philosophers had naively expected a redemption of the World — ^was 
shown up by the greed with which (after, as well as before, the applica- 
tion of economic sanctions against Italy) the business-men of even 
the best behaved and most brightly enlightened countries of the 
Western World rushed in to make their profit by catering for the 
aggressor’s military requirements.® 

If we try to marshal the several participants in the tragedy in their 
order of merit, we shall find that the poorest figure was cut by those 
with the most specious claim to represent the fine flower of Western 
culture. 

The beau r6le was played by the Emperor Haile Selassie, the heir of 
a non-Wostern Christian tradition, who combined an antique virtue 
with an enlightened modernism without either relapsing into the 
truculent barbarism of his own predecessor Theodore or sliding into 
the unprincipled rascality of a twentieth-century Chinese war-lord. 
The second prize might be awarded to the Emperor’s Amhara warriors 
— ^who knew how to die like Spartans, though they might not know 
how to fight like Pathans® — and these military honours might be 

* See pp. 16 and 159, below. ® See pp. 220-1, below. 

• See pp. 871-2, below. 
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divided between the Lion of Judah’s whelps and their African an- 
tagonists — ^Eritrean and Libyan Askaris — ^who fought witli <an equal 
bravery in a fratricidal war into which they had been hounded by the 
avarice and ambition of Italian empire-builders who were only taking 
a leaf out of a French and English book when they trained their non- 
European subjects to fight their battles for them. 

Of all the Europeans who were concerned in the African war of 
1935-6 the most respectable were the Italian workmen, who per- 
formed prodigies of labour in building motor-roads at an extra- 
ordinary pace over an intractable terrain.^ Even the Italian soldiers, 
who submitted to being mobilized and sent to march and climb over 
trackless Ethiopian mountains under a tropical sun, deserve their meed 
of praise ; and so do the majority of their countrymen who stayed at 
home ; for these, too, followed their leader in a war (which, as they 
saw it, was defensive as well as bloodless) against a barrage of sanc- 
tions (a newfangled weapon which was nerve-racking just because 
it was intangible). As for Signor Mussolini, he never responded to 
the Emperor’s challenge to meet him in the field ; yet he showed a 
moral courage (for the like of which many English people wore look- 
ing in vain to their constitutionally appointed Government) in send- 
ing half a million Italians to conduct a difficult military campaign on 
the farther side of the Suez Canal when the British Fleet was con- 
centrated in the Levant, while fiffcy-two states had agreed to co- 
operate in frustrating Mussolini’s military aims by imposing on Italy 
at any rate a partial economic boycott. In virtue of this courage, 
for what it was worth, the Italian dictator cut at least a more heroic 
figure than the politicians and the electorates of Great Britain and 
France, upon whom History would perhaps pass the laconic verdict 
that they failed to do their duty — ^though they had no title to claim 
invincible ignorance of what this duty was, and would also find it 
difficult to prove that here duty was in conflict with self-interest 
(unless self-interest were to be interpreted as a sheer licence to sacri- 
fice the welfare of to-morrow to the ease of to-day). 

In this common feebleness the French showed a greater frankness, 
though not any greater nobility or sharper vision, than their English 
ne^hbours. The French made no concealment of their naively un- 
principled hope that they might be able to sabotage the application 
of the Covenant against Italy iu order to preserve this self-same 
Covenant intact for future use against Germany — ^with a triumphant 
Italian Covenant-breaker helping France, in the name of the Covenant, 
to hold Germany in check! The English, for their part, desired to do 
^ See pp. 379, 389 w., below. 
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what they had pledged themselves to do for the vindication of inter- 
national law and order, and they also behoved that honesty was 
actually the best policy for the British Empire in this case ; but at 
the saTnc time they made a stipulation with themselves that neither 
Justice nor Expediency were to be ensued to a point at which they 
might entail any serious risk or sacrifice in which the whole, or even 
the major part, of the burden would fall upon the United Kingdom, 

The electorate of the United Kingdom was less clear-sighted and 
self-conscious in this matter than the politicians who were soliciting 
their votes; but, by the same token, the electorate might also be 
judged to bo more sincere, A vein of insincerity appeared to reveal 
itself in the behaviour of prominent members of 'the National 
Government ' in at least three test cases which arose in the course 
of the calendar year 1935, The first case was the abrupt change of 
tone towards ' the Peace Ballot ’ as soon as it became apparent that 
it was proving a success the second case was the contrast betw^een 
the compact which Sir Samuel Hoaro made in private with Monsieur 
Laval at Geneva on the 10th September and the speech wdiich he 
delivered in public in the Assembly of the League of Nations on the 
following day f the third case was the apparent inconsistency between 
the platform on which the 'NationaU coalition won a general election 
on the 14th November and the tei’ms of ‘the Laval-Hoare Peace 
Plan’ in wliich Mr, Baldwin and his colleagues acquiesced within 
fourteen days of meeting the newly elected parliament with a majority 
that ensured an extension of their tenure of office.® The leaders and 
partisans of ‘the National Government’ also struck a note which, 
besides sounding hollow, might perhaps be criticized as impolitic 
when they persistently commended themselves to the electorate for 
their determination to keep the country out of war while they were 
in the act of rearming. 

Since Great Britain and Prance, between them, were still, at this 
time, the hub of the Western universe, these symptoms of political 
feebleness in these two countries were serious portents for the general 
destiny of the Western Society. At a time when the parochialism of 
the latest age was rapidly being turned into an anachronism by the 
forced march of technical progress, it might confidently be assumed 
that the destiny of this society was some form of social and political 
unification by some means or other. At the same time there were 
two alternative routes to that single and therefore inevitable goal ; 
and it looked as though this choice of means for arriving at an 

^ See pp* 51-5, below. ^ See pp. 183 segq., below. 

* See pp. 65 seqq^, 301 seqq*, below. 
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inexorable end might make the whole difference between social 
catastrophe and social welfare. 

One way towards the unification of the World would be for the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, in collaboration with France and 
with a number of other liberal-minded communities, to build itself 
into a League of Nations constituted on the democratic pattern and 
informed with the democratic spirit, and to lay stone on stone — 
never ceasing from mental strife nor letting the sword sleep in the 
hand — ^until this voluntary association should have become substan- 
tially secure and approximately world-wide. This was, indeed, the 
enterprise to which the United Kingdom and France, on emerging 
from the ordeal of 1914-18, had officially dedicated themselves in 
company with all their fellow states members of the then inaugurated 
League , and when once their intuition had thus prompted them to 
take the tide of Destiny at the flood, they had started on their voyage 
with the fairest prospect of its leading on to Fortune. Yet at the time 
of writing in 1936, which was the eighteenth year of this post-war 
international voyage of pohtieal exploration, the prospect was dis- 
mally blighted and the heavens were gloomily overcast. At this 
moment it looked as though the strain of 'making the World safe 
for Democracy’ by force of arms had broken the nerve of the official 
victors in the last General War, and broken it so seriously that they 
were now finding themselves morally incapable of making the lesser 
efforts and taking the slighter risks that must still be faced if the true 
harvest of the victory of 1918 was to be triumphantly gathered in.^ 
This apparent failure of nerve was the more extraordinary in view 
of the penalty which it threatened to entail — a penalty which was 
so appalling and so imminent that it could hardly be overlooked or 
ignored. In effect, the French and English in 1935-6 were confronted 
with a choice between making the post-war system of law and order 
genuinely work or else seeing the frail structure relapse into the 
chaotic anarchy which had begotten not only the war of 1914-18 
but one war behind another before that. If, with this choice before 
them, the two leading democratic nations of Western Europe did 
irrevocably fail to rise to the occasion, then History would assuredly 
pronounce upon their fatal default the verdict that 

No man having put his hand to the plough and looking back is fit 

for the Kingdom of God. 

^ This had been the fate of Holland in the eighteenth century, after her 
victory in her heroic struggle against Louis XIV from A.n. 1672 to a.b, 1713. 
In A.I). 1936 it looked as though both the United Kingdom and France might 
now, in their turn, be on the point of retiring from the international arena, 
as Holland and Sweden and Spain and Portugal had all retired in their turn. 
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If the oecumenical society of this generation was not destined to 
achieve its inevitable political unification along the path of voluntary 
co-operation in the shape of the League of Nations, what was the 
alternative route by which it was condemning itself to travel ? That 
route was clearly mdicated when a young English airwoman succeeded 
in flying from Croydon to Capetown m hours a few days after a 
number of young Italian airmen — only a few hours’ flying distance 
away from the Central African section of her course — ^had been 
engaged in spraying poison gas from their planes in order to 
break the moral of a warhke nation which had hitherto managed 
to maintain its independence against all comers over a period 
of at least two thousand years. In the synchronism between 
these two feats of aircraft, the destiny of Society was written on 
the skies for all to read there. If the World was not to be unified 
politically by a voluntary agreement, it was manifestly destined to 
have its inevitable unity imposed upon it by a violence armed with 
the full powers of the latest Western technique. And it was idle to 
scout this prospect on the ground that human beings would shrink 
from turnmg these terrible powers to accoimt for the perpetration 
of murder on so vast a scale, or again on the ground that the enter- 
prise of unifying the World by force would prove to be beyond the 
strength of even the most potent and ruthless and unscrupulous war- 
lord. Such a priori arguments were refuted in advance by the testi- 
mony of History ; for History bore witness that, whenever men found 
themselves at war, they invariably made weapons out of every in- 
strument at their command, and she also preserved the record of at 
least a dozen instances iu which a society that was ripe for political 
unification had been unified by military force, even when the empire- 
building militarists had disposed of only a modest fund of technique. 
The classic example of such unification through military conquest 
was called to mind by Signor Mussolini’s conceit of reviving the 
Roman Empire ; and while it was improbable that the oecumenical 
empire in which the Roman Empire would find its counterpart in the 
modern World would be established by Fascist Italy, it was not im- 
possible that, in striking down the League of Nations, the head of 
the Italian state was opening the door to world-power (a veritable 
ianua leti) for some mightier competitor in the shape of a National- 
Socialist Germany or a Communist Russia. 

This was the vista which was opened up in a.d. 1936 by the French 
and British peoples’ apparent failure of nerve and hankering for 
release from responsibility even at the price of abdication ; and in 
this light it was they, rather than Signor Mussolini, who were to be 



Sect, i 


8 ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

regarded as the central figures in the current act of the international 
drama. Por that reason the writer of this Survey has addressed 
himself, in the texts on the title-page, to his own countrymen and 
not to the Itahan dictator. 

(ii) Motives and Attitudes of the Belligerents and other Parties 
(a) Inteodtjctoby Note 

In previous volumes of this Survey^ some account has been given of 
the admission of Abyssinia to membership of the League of Nations 
by a unanimous vote of the Fourth Assembly on the 28th September, 
1923, and also of the post-war relations between Abyssinia and the 
three European Great Powers — Vitaly, Great Britain and France — 
by whose African possessions and protectorates the territories of the 
Empire of Ethiopia in this age were encircled and cut off from the sea. 
In this connexion some of the relevant features of Abyssinia’s long 
and distinctive and remarkable history have been recalled with th(‘. 
utmost possible brevity. In the present volume the record has to 
be carried on beyond the latest events so far mentioned in this series : 
namely the signature of the Italo-Abyssinian Pact of Friendship and 
Arbitration of the 2nd August, 1928, and the accrediting of Ethiopian 
Ministers to the Courts of St. James’s and the Quirinal in November 
1929. 

The narrative can be divided into several distinct chapters: the 
five years of relative quiescence which came to an end when the 
Walwal incident occurred on the 5th December, 1934 ; the history of 
the Walwal incident itself and the long ensuing controversy which 
ended in a settlement that was as fruitless as it was unexpected ; the 
history of the military operations which were precipitated by the 
Italian army’s invasion of Abyssinia on the 3rd October, 1935, with- 
out declaration of war ; and the history of the action taken by the 
Council and Assembly of the League of Nations and by the states 
members actiug both jointly and severally in fulfilment of their obliga- 
tions imder the Covenant. As the Italo-Abyssinian conflict thus 
becomes the focus of the international relations of the greater part of 
the World, the bulk of the events to be recorded swells to such 
dimensions as to leave no space in this volume for recapitulating the 
historical antecedents of the crisis on a corresponding scale ; and the 
reader must therefore be referred to the retrospect — -inadequate 
though this is — ^that has been given in the previous volumes above 
cited. On the other hand, the events that are the subject of this 

® The Survey for 1920--3, pp. 393-6; the Survey for 1929, pp. 208-32, 
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voliinxc can liardly be made comprehensible without a preliminary 
survey of the motives and the attitudes of the dramatis personae — a 
east which came to embrace a majority of the principal Governments, 
nations, churches and races of the World. 

Jiy the .January of 1 93(>, when the first draft of the present chapter 
was bcdng written, the war in East Africa had already become a 
burning tiuestion everywhere. It was being discussed by illiterate 
Negro \dllagers on the Gold Coast as eagerly as it was being debated 
in the ])ress and in the parliaments and on the wh’eless of the great 
cities of the White Man’s World. It had already produced inter- 
racial disturbances, west of the Atlantic, in the West Indian Island of 
St. Vincent and in Harlem, the Negro quarter of New York. It had 
brought about the fall of a British Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and had had much to do with the subsequent fall of a French 
Prime Minister. It had made what might prove to be a permanent 
impress on the foreign policy of the United States, as well as on that 
of the United Kingdom and France. And it had precipitated a stub- 
born contest of wills over the (question of whether the legally declared 
aggressor was to be further restrained from his transgression against 
the Covenant by the imposition of an ‘oil sanction’ — a now univer- 
sally cuiTont term of public controversy which would have been quite 
unintelligible to all but a handful of experts even as lately as a few 
months back. 

The situation thus created was shot through with paradoxes. The 
country which was now the hxib of the wheel of world affairs was one 
of the most backward — and hitherto the most obscure — of the exist- 
ing sixty or seventy fully self-governing states among which the 
living generation of Mankind was partitioned at this moment. The 
Amharic -speaking masters of this Empire of Etliiopia were being 
vilified by their Italian assailants, in one and the same breath, as 
Negroes and as the alien oppressors of Negro victims ; and both these 
at first sight contradictory grounds of vituperation had a certain 
plausibility, since the Amharas were a people of Semitic speech and 
of Arabian origin who in the course of some two thousand years 
had imposed themselves as conquerors upon an African Hamite and 
Negro population and in the process had acquired a potent and 
perhaps predominant strain of native African blood. At the same time 
these unwarrantably race-proud Amharas, who believed that their 
earliest dynasty was descended from Solomon, and who styled their 
reigning emperor Hhe Lion of the Tribe of Judah’, were being hailed 
as champions of the Black Race by the Negroes of the Old World and 
the New beyond the Ethiopian frontiers ; while simultaneously the 
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international crime which, was being committed against Abyssinia 
by one of the White nations of Western Christendom whoso leader 
was posing as the liberator of the Negus’s oppressed Negro subjects, 
was being taken by other White Men — and this not only in Europe, 
but also in Russia and in North America and in the Antipodes as 
a test case of the abiHty of a Westernized (and to that extent a White 
Man’s) World to substitute the rule of law and justice for the inherited 
social and moral chaos of its international relations. 

In attempting to comprehend this agitated and complicated scene 
we shall perhaps do well to take a bird’s-eye view of the motives and 
attitudes of the principal actors before we immerse ourselves in the 
turbid stream of events; and, in making this preliminary survey, 
we will follow the natural course of beginning with the two pro- 
tagonists. 

(6) The ABYssrcoAiT Standpoint 

The dominant feeling in the hearts of the Abyssinians, as they 
awaited and eventually met the Italian assault in the year 1935, is 
expressed in two sentences which the Emperor Haile Selassie had 
addressed nine years back, when he was serving as Regent of the 
Empire, to the Governments of Abyssinia’s fellow states members 
of the League of Nations. 

Throughout their history [the people of Abyssinia] have seldom met 
with foreigners who did not desire to possess themselves of Abyssinian 
territory and to destroy their independence. With God’s help, and 
thanks to the courage of our soldiers, we have always, come what 
might, stood proud and free upon our native mountains.^ 

Both the indictment and the claim that are made in this passage 
are justified by the facts of the history of Abyssinia, which in this 
aspect displays a close resemblance to the history of Japan.® The 
successive Muslim and Frankish attacks upon Abyssinian indepen- 
dence had been repelled as valiantly and as victoriously as the suc- 
cessive Mongol and Frankish attacks upon Japanese independence 
and the living memory of these past achievements had inspired the 
Amharas, like the Japanese, with a national pride and self-confidence 
which caused both peoples to reject resentfully the role of 'natives’ 

^ Circular note of the 19th June, 1926, addressed by Has Tafari Makouueu 
(as he then was) to the states members of the League. The passage has been 
quoted already in the Sv>rv&y for 1929, p. 209. 

® The parallel has been drawn in the 8mv&y for 1929, p. 210. 

® The first Frankish threat to Abyssinian and to Japanese independence 
came from the same quarter at the same date. In the latter part of the six- 
teenth and the early part of the seventeenth century of the Christian Era, 
both Abyssinia and Japan nearly fell under the dominion of the Portuguese. 
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lor whicli their European and American "vdsitors would have lik^d'j^e>.. 
oast them. 

In the year 1035 the social order in the Empire of Ethiopia was 
still feudal, and ihe proneness of a feudal society to sedition and civil 
war was alaetor of which the Italians were not slow to take advantage.^ 
Moreover, Abyssinia was grievously handicapped by a division against 
herself ol a Inch the Emperor Haile Selassie was perhaps more acutely 
conscious than were his Italian adversaries. This was not the divi- 
sion between Clhiistians and Muslims or between Amharas and non- 
Amharas or between overlord and vassals, but the division between 
a ])rogressi ve minority , with the Emperor at its head, and a reactionary 
majority which included most of the Rases.® 

This slowness of the majority of the Abysainians to realize, and 
confoi'm to, the necessities of the times gives the measure of their 
backw’ardness in culture by comparison with their Japanese con- 
temporaiies. In Japan the lesson taught by Commodore Perry’s 
forcible entry into Yedo Bay in 1853 and by the bombardment of the 
Shimonoseki forts by an international squadron in 1863 was learnt 
so promptly and so thoroughly that aU but a fraction of the feudal 
nobility and their retainers had voluntarily renounced their ancient 
privileges as early as 1868 in order to clear the groimd for a recon- 
struction of Japanese society on a basis on which Japan would be 
competent to hold her own in an irretrievably Westernized World. 
In that very year 1868 the Abyssinians had been given just such a 
lesson in the shape of Lord Napier’s victorious march to Magdala and 
unscathed return to the coast ; and this lesson had been driven home, 
between 1882 and 1896, by the first Itafian attempt to conquer the 
country. Yet, sixty-seven years after Napier’s ominous passage, an 
enlightened Emperor, supported by a tiny band of Western-educated 
young men, was still struggling to impress the necessity for a radical 
reform of Abyssinian life upon a feudal nobility which was still 
apparently blind to the urgency of the Emperor’s programme. The 
Amharus’ pride in their glorious military history ought to have been 
toraporod by the recollection that on two occasions already — ^in the 
sixteenth century and in the nineteenth — ^theirforefathers’ valour had 
not availed to save them from all but succumbing to enemies armed 
with new-fangled products of the Prankish genius for lethal black- 
smith’s work. In the sixteenth century Abyssinia had been overrun by 
a handful of ‘Osmanli matchlockmen and in the nineteenth century 
by a handful of Italian riflemen; and on each occasion the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah had only been saved because, in the nick of time, 

* See pp. 373-6, below. * i.e. feudal lords; literally ‘heads’. 
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a supply of the new weapons had been thrust into his hand by a friend 
in need — a Portuguese friend in the one case and a French friend in 
the other. This history of unearned good fortune could not be expected 
to continue to repeat itself — especially after the 7th January, 1935, 
when, for European reasons, Abyssinia’s French patron had gone over 
to the Italian side.^ Ultimately, the Abyssinians could only save them- 
selves by Westernizing themselves sufficiently to hold their own in 
warfare against a Western Power without Western aid; and this 
would mean Westernizing themselves through and through. The 
deadly weakness of Abyssinia in her fearful ordeal of A.n, 1935-5 
was the failure of the majority of her people to realize this homo truth 
sixty years before. They had allowed two precious generations to 
pass without waking from their sluggish self-complacency; and in 
June 1936 — ^when, after a seven months’ war, the Amharas lay pros- 
trate under the nozzle of the Italian invader’s gas-sprayer — it seemed 
possible that the wages of this mortal sin of omission might prove 
to be nothing less than the capital punishment of losing, not only 
their dominion over the more backward African peoples around 
them, but also their own two-thousand-years-old existence as an 
independent national community. 

(c) The Italian Standpoint 

It was a combination of a number of different considerations — 
material and psychological, economic and political — ^that moved 
Signor MussoHni to impose on Italy the heavy immediate sacrifices, 
and the still more formidable risks, that his East African adventuie 
entailed. The most potent of these considerations had nothing to do 
with Abyssinia or with Italo-Abyssinian relations, but were concerned 
either with Italy herself or with Italy’s relations to the rest of the 
World. 

Italy’s economic grievance was closely akin to the economic 
grievance of Japan, which had been one of the causes of the Japanese 
militarists’ outbreak in the autumn of 1931. Like Japan, Italy was 
a country with a dense and rapidly increasing population and with an 
unusually poor natural endowment of material resources. Only 41-4 
per cent, of the total land-surface of Italy was cultivable — even when 
the cultivated area had been extended to the verge of diminishing 
returns in the Fascist ‘Battle of the Grain’® — and a strictly circum- 
scribed agriculture could not be supplemented out of home resources 
by an extensive manufacturing industry because the subsoil was 

^ See the Surijeyfor 1935, vol. i. Part I, section (v). 

® See the Survey for 1927, p. 127. 
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notiihly (lolii’.iont in those minerals, particularly coal and iron ore, 
which Avcrc I lie indisponsablo basis of industrial production according 
to tlu' modiTii Western technique. During the past half-century, the 
])r('ssiu‘e of If nliiin population upon Itahan means of subsistence had 
i)een acci'iif uafod by a diminution of the death-rate (through an 
iinjirovcmcnt in public health and also — ^in the teeth of adverse cir- 
cumstances— in the standard of living) which outstripped the con- 
temporaneous fall in the birth-rate;^ and during the post-war years 
the eongc'stion had been seriously increased owmg to the arbitrary 
restriction of immigration from Europe into the overseas countries 
of European origin- -first and foremost, the United States.® The last 
blow had Ix'cn the ])rogrcssive exclusion of Italian exports from the 
V orid market nndt'r the influence of the wave of economic nationalism 
that- swi'pt over all countries — including the British mother-country 
of Fret' 'IVade — iifter the onset of the World Economic Crisis since 
the aut-uinn of It is true that this economic nationalism was 

both the fiith and the practice of Italy herself, and that Signor 
Mussolini had I'otorU'd to foreign restrictions uponitalian immigration 
by discouraging Italian cmigi’ation, on the ground that Italy’s human 
crop, which Wiis her most precious product, ought not to be exported 
in order to enrich alien soils under foreign flags.® Yet, since Man — 
or at any rale Hmno Politicals — ^is not a rational animal, the Italian 
resentment at the economic difficulties that wore being placed in 
Italy’s path by the policy of other countries was not diminished by 
the fact that Italy was all the time doing her worst to place the same 
difficulties in the jiath of her neighbours as far as this lay in her power. 

By the beginning of the year 1935 Italy’s financial and economic 
position was undoubtedly serious* — ^partly by reason of Italy’s own 
inherent material weakness ; partly by reason of the World Economic 
C.’risis which was afflicting her in common with other countries ; and 
partly in consequence of the measures with which the Fascist regime 
was attempting to combat both the temporary and the permanent 
economic evil. The public works of which these measures largely 
consisted® might perhaps have been beneficial in themselves if their 

' The biri,h-rato had fallen from an average of 36-8 per 1,000 in the years 
1872-5 to 23*7 in 1933. There had, however, been a corresponding fall in the 
death-rate from 30-5 to 13'7 per 1,000. 

* For the effect of the United States Immigration Eestriotion Acts of 1921 
and 1924 upon Italian life, see the Survey for 1924, Part I B, section (ii). 

* See the Sv/rveyfov 1927, pp. 124-31. 

‘ See chapter (xii) below. , 

‘ See Boyal Institute of International Affairs, Information Department: 
The jSeonoriiie CMd PiMincioil Position of It(dy (2nd edition: London, September 
1935, Milford), pp. 47-9. 
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value could have been calculated apart from the strain that they im- 
posed upon the general economic stamina of the country ; but, on a 
comprehensively framed account of profit and loss, they were showing 
themselves to be not worth their price — and this the more so inas- 
much as the scale on which these works were being executed was 
not determined purely by economic calculations, but was largely 
governed by motives of political prestige, and even personal megalo- 
mania, which tended towards a quite uneconomic grandiosity.^ Yet, 
in spite of aH this — and in spite of the toll that had been taken from 
Italian prosperity by Italy’s belligerency in the General War of 1914- 
18 — ^the standard of hving of the agricultural and industrial working- 
class in Italy was distinctly higher in 1935, on the eve of the Italo- 
Abyssinian War, than it had been in 1870, on the morrow of the com- 
pletion of the political unification of the peninsula. If they had been 
content to measure their material prosperity in terms of their own 
Italian past, the Italians of this generation of 1935 would have had 
no great cause to complain of the material progress that the Itahan 
people had made over a span of sixty-five years. The actual measure, 
however, by which the Italians reckoned at this date was the con- 
temporary prosperity of their non-Italian neighbours of their own 
status, and here they were setting themselves the highest possible 
standard; for, in virtue of her political unification, Italy had come 
to rank as a Great Power. The material resources — ^in cultivable land 
and minerals, in raw materials and markets — of the greatest of the 
Great Powers of the day, the British Empire, the French Republic, 
the Soviet Union, the United States, thus gave the measure of the 
material endowment which Fascist Italy demanded for herself as her 
right. 

In statmg their demands in these terms, the Italians were pressing 
beyond the limits of the field of absolute material needs into the vast, 
and perhaps boundless, domain of relative requirements which might 
still be material in form (in the shape of territory or of raw materials) 
but were psychological in essence inasmuch as the craving that 
chiefly prompted them was a thirst for status and not a hunger for 


. monameiit of this spirit which thrust itself upon the attention of foreign 
^tora to Italy was the colossal railway station at Milan which was opened in 
Jmy 1931 to replace an unassuming hut serviceable predecessor. A visitor 
who was familiar with the United States could hardly fail to receive the im- 
pression that in this colossal structure Signor Mussolini was deliberatelv 
^ttmg^self to outdo the architects of the Grand Central Station, Now 
York. The same megalomania had shown itself in 1927 in the stabilization of 

manifestly chosen, not on an export 
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bread. ^ For example, in Article 13 of the quadripartite London 
Treaty of the 26th Ajm!, 1 915, in virtue of which Italy had intervened 
in the General War of 1914-18, the Italian Government had stipu- 
lated for some ^equitable’ compensation in the event of Finance and 
Great liritain increasing their colonial territories in Africa at the 
expense of Germany;^ and though 'equitable' was not synonymous 

^ The 'wriiior of this Survey does not, of course, mean to imply that the 
material doliciencies under winch Italy was labourinf^ were not in fact severe 
or not severely felt. The depth and the consistency of the Italian feeling on this 
matter are attested by Signor Tittoni’s speech of the 10th November, 1920, 
at the Eighth Plenary Meeting of the First Assembly of the League of Nations. 
Fifteen years in advance, Italy’s economic case in 1935 had been put by Signor 
Mussolmi’s predecessor perhaps as forcibly, and certainly as convincingly, as 
it could have been put by Signor IMussolini himself. The foUowmg extracts 
may encourage the reader to turn to the original: 

‘Ilencefortih, it must be frankly admitted that the existence of nations 
depends on the solution of the economic question. If the war [of 1914-18] 
has fulfilled the expectations of those who desired the triumph of liberty and 
justi(*e in the sphere of polifics, it has completely failed to satisfy the ex- 
pectations of those who desired justice and equality in the sphere of economics. 
We are bound to admit, as a matter of fact, that the relations existing between 
states have become more difficult and more acrimonious than was the case 
befoi 0 the war. Protectionist barriers have been erected everywhere; export 
duties and differential duties have been established. I appeal to the states 
which have had recourse to this system. I say to them that if, up to the 
present, there has been no actual quarrel between the different states, that 
is only because there have been no reprisals. If the victims of this system 
should seek to defend themselves, and resort to the same methods, they 
would let loose on the World an economic war; and, if that should happen, 
how could you hope to preserve peace ? 

‘I desire to draw the attention of the Assembly to the gravity of this 
question, for these are undeniably very weighty and very serious matters, 
involving interests of the highest importance, which cannot be settled per- 
functorily, and with regard to which I have no easy solution to offer. 

‘To those privileged states which enjoy a monopoly with regard to raw 
materials, and to those whose wealth has permitted them to acquire a 
monopoly of these materials outside their boundaries, I say: Do not wait 
to be appealed to by the poorer states which are at the mercy of your economic 
policy, but come forward spontaneously and declare to this Assembly that 
you renounce all selfish aims, and before the bar of the League of Nations 
declare yourselves ready to support the cause of international solidarity.’ 
It is significant that this appeal of Signor Tittoni’s was evoked by a f oregoing 
speech from the representative of Canada, in which Mr. BoweU had contended 
that the economic functions of the League were of secondary importance, and 
that, in general, economic matters were domestic questions. * I think it is un- 
fortunate’, Mr, Rowell had observed in this context, ‘to throw out to this 
Assembly and to the public any proposal to the effect that the Covenant of 
the League covers the question of raw materials.’ 

* See the Survey for 1B20--23, pp. 360-1, and the Survey for 1924, pp. 463-70. 
The text of Article 13 of the Treaty of the 26th April, 1915, ran as follows: 

‘Dans lo oas oh la France et la Grrande-Bretagne augmenteraient leurs 
domaines coloniaux d’Afrique aux d4pens de TAUemagne, ees deux Puis- 
sances reconnaissent en prinoipe que ITtalie pourrait r^lamer quelques 
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with ‘equal’ (as British and [French statesmen were quick to point 
out), the word did carry the imphcation that Italy, as a member ot 
the privileged order of Great Powers, had a right to that ownershi]) 
of colonies which was one of the hall-marks of her older and more 
fortunate peers. 

The feeling that Italy had received unduly short measure in the 
distribution of colonial assets, owing to the unfortunate accident ol 
the lateness of her entry into the goodly company of imperialists, was 
a powerful political driving force in Italian souls ; and this grievance 
over a question of status — or pique of amour projpre — ^was not only 
distinct from, but was also not necessarily related with, any absolute 
material Italian need of colonies as outlets for population or as sources 
of supply for raw materials or as markets for exports. In the colonial 
field Italy had been ambitious to einulate the past achievements of 
England and France, ever since the completion of the political unifica- 
tion of Italy herself in 1870. And Signor Mussolini was undoubtedly 
expressing sentiments that a majority of the Italian people heard 
with approval from the hps of a national leader when he declared to 
a sympathetically Fascist-minded French journalist in the summer 
of 1935: 

I think for Italy as the Great Englishmen who have made the British 
Empire have thought for England, as the great French colonisers have 
thought for France.^ 

Evidently it did not occur to Signor Mussohni that, in his own day, 
this kind of thinking might have become an anachronism, and that 
on this accoimt his own, and his Italy’s, misfortune of having been 
bom too late might in fact be irreparable. The post-war master of 
Italy might, indeed, be pardoned for being blind to this possible 
truth ; for, if it were true at aU, it had only become true overnight, 
since the cataclysm of the General War of 1914-18. Down to the eve 
of that war Frenchmen and Englishmen had continued to ‘think 

compensations 6qnitables, notamment dans le r^glement en sa faveur des 
questions conceinant les fronti^res des colonies itahennes de r£rytlir6e, 
de la Somalie et de la Lybie et des colonies voisines de la France et de la 
Grande-Bretagne/ 

The Foreign Office in Whitehall appears to have taken the view that th<} 
meaning of the word ‘dquitables’ in this article was defined — and limited — 
by the concluding phrases beginning with the word “notamment’. On this 
interpretation, Italy’s claim under the article amounted to no more than a 
right to demand a rectification, in her favour, of the frontiers of her African 
possessions where these marched with those of Great Britain and France ; and 
she was not entitled to demand compensations proportionate in extent to the 
British and French acquisitions at Germany’s expense. 

^ Interview given by Signor Mussolini to Monsieur de Kerillis of the Echo 
de Tatis, quoted in The Times, 1st August, 1935. 
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imperially ’ with substantial profit. In Africa, for example, the Eng- 
lish had conquered the Eastern Sudan — ^next door to Italy’s coveted 
field for expansion in Abyssinia — ^as lately as 1898, and they had 
straightway proceeded to add to their dominions at the opposite ex- 
tremity of the same continent by conquering in 1899-1902 the two 
South African Dutch Republics, whose citizens were no barbaric 
Baggaras or Amharas but were ‘Nordic’ White Men of the same 
Wcst-Europcaii race and culture as their English conquerors. As for 
the Fi’cnch in Africa, they had completed as lately as 1934 the sub- 
jugation of Morocco on which they had embarked in 1907. In these 
circumstances, it was not surprising that Signor Mussolini, while 
sparing his French sympathisers, should denounce his British critics 
and opponents as guilty of a flagrant indulgence in the historic British 
vice of bare-faced hypocrisy. ‘As soon ’ (so ran this Italian indictment) 
‘as the British have sated themselves with colonial conquests, they 
impudently draw an arbitrary line across the middle of the page in 
the Recording Angel’s book, and then proclaim: “What was right 
for us till yesterday is wrong for you to-day”.’ 

From an Italian standpoint this British attitude was insufferable. 
Yet the fact that it was in harmony with British interests was no 
proof that it was not also a correct rendering of the verdict of History. 
For the Italian thesis that ‘ what was lawful for my neighbour yester- 
day is lawful for me to-day ’ was assuredly untenable. If carried to 
extremes, it would justify any homo sapiens of the twentieth century 
of the Christian Era in practising any atrocity which he could prove 
to have been practised by any homo neandertalensis ; and the thesis 
could not be redeemed from this reductio ad absurdum by subjecting 
it to some arbitrary statute of limitations, such as ‘ I may lawfully do 
anything that my neighbour of my own moral standing has ever done 
at any time within the last forty years’. The fallacy of this at first 
sight more rational formulation of the Mussolinian thesis lies in the 
fact that the real time which is measured by the growth of spiritual 
experience does not flow at an even pace like the 'clock-time that can 
be cut up into equal units (of light-years or of seconds). Spiritual 
time is like a river which moves in some reaches with a motion that 
is so slow as to bo scarcely perceptible, while in other reaches it hurls 
itself over waterfalls or rushes through rapids. In the flow of such 
a river a greater distance may be traversed on some particular reach 
in one unit of clock-time than has been traversed in ten or twenty or 
a hundred units of the same clock-time in another section of the 
river’s course. And if we picture human history as a river of living 
water, we may rightly see in the General War of 1914-18 a waterfall 
n 0 
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so mighty as to draw a sharp and profound line of division between 
the reach immediately above and the reach immediately below it. 

On the morrow of the Armistice of November 1918 a philosopher- 
statesman who was one of the outstanding figures on the world stage 
in this generation had pronounced — ^in an arresting phrase that has 
been quoted already in an earlier volume of this series^ — that 'th(‘ 
tents ^ were ^ struck^ and that 'the great caravan of Humanity ' was 
'once more on the march’. In the international crisis which w’lis 
precipitated by Italy’s act of aggression against Abyssinia, General 
Smuts spoke up promptly and firmly in favour of bringing the aggres- 
sion to a stop by a whole-hearted application of the Covenant ol the 
League of Nations ; and in taking this stand he proved to be of one 
mind with his present colleague and late political opponent tleneral 
Hertzog and with an overwhelming majority of his fellow country- 
men. ^ South African pubHc opinion showed no sign of being convinced 
by Signor Mussolini’s argument that post-war Italy should have 
licence to emulate the pre-war international crimes of Italy’s fellow 
Great Powers ; and the South African attitude was noteworthy, since 
the South African burghers were more closely acquainted than the 
Itahan dictator with the most recent of the precedents to which he 
was appealing. The Afrikanders as a community, and General Smuts 
in person, had been victims of the latest and perhaps least defensible 
fling of British imperialism. Yet, in 1935, this bitter memory did not 
tempt them to ahgn themselves with Signor Mussolini on the ground 
that the British were debarred, by so recent an offence of their own, 
from setting the law in motion against an Italian imitator of former 
British methods. 

The truth was that the General War of 1914-18 had demonstrated, 
in the short span of four years, a moral and social truth, of vital im- 
port for the future of the Western World, which had previously been 
overlooked or ignored by a society which might have divined it — ^had 
it had the necessary sensitiveness and good will — at any time during 
the preceding fifty years. This truth was that the sin of aggression 
had become mortal instead of merely venial, in consequence of the 
vast change for the worse in the moral character and material effects 
of the institution of War owing to the application to War of the two 

^ The World After the Peace Conference, p. 1. 

^ The r^ative strength of the pro- Covenant and anti- Covenant parties in 
South Africa may be gauged from the outcome of the debate in the House of 
Assembly at Cape Town on the 31st January and the 3rd February, 1936. lu 
this debate Dr. Malan’s neutrality motion was rejected by 98 votes to 14, and 
the Government's policy was endorsed by 94 votes to 14. Dr. Malan's, General 
Hertzog’s and General Smuts’s speeches in this debate are all instructive. 
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new forces of Democracy and Industrialism, In the overwhelming 
experience of lOl-l-lS, the cumulative result of half a century of 
historical development had been revealed with a clarity which no adult 
observer — and cei*tainly no responsible statesman — ^had any excuse 
for mistaking. This was perhaps the answer to Signor Mussolini\s 
invective against the 'hypocrites' and ‘fanatics^ who were throwing 
stones at him from the doorsteps of British glass-houses. In so far 
as his scorn and indignation were sincere, they convicted the head of 
the Italian state of an inability or an unwillingness to read the glaring 
signs of the times. 

To this censure Signor Mussolini might perhaps have retorted that 
his British critics, on them own showing, were themselves no less per- 
verse than they were making their Italian bUe noire out to be. For if 
the War of 1914-18hadreallydemonstrated that Waritself had ceased 
to be a tolerable or practicable instrument of change in human affairs, 
then it was surely the duty of all British publicists and statesmen who 
had seen this great light to exert themselves, from the morrow of 
the Ai*mistice of 1918, to create new ways and means for effecting in 
future without breaches of the peace a process of change which would 
inexorably continue to work itself out through War if not through 
Peace because Change in some form was inherent in the nature of Life. 
Indeed, Signor Mussolini might have gone on, very plausibly, to extol 
his own moderation, through thirteen post-war years, in face of the 
complacently intransigent opposition to any change of any kind in the 
international situation which Italy had encountered on the part of 
the sated Powers in the victors’ camp. While frankly admitting that in 
the end he had deliberately chosen to resort to the old-fashioned well- 
tried method of change by means of war — ^in a surely well-justified 
despair of ever seeing 'peaceful change’ become practical politics — 
Signor Mussolini could still claim that he was neither so wicked nor so 
foolish nor so megalomaniac as to seek expansion for Italy by way of 
another G eneral War between the Great Powers of the World. He was 
(he would have said) as well aware as anybody that another General 
War would be an unpardonable crime which would find its retribution 
in an irretrievable disaster ; and he would have added that he had no 
intention of ever taking the initiative in precipitating such a catas- 
trophe. He would have gone on to draw a distinction between a war 
of this wicked and fearful kind and ‘a colonial operation’ in which 
some single 'civilized’ Power would be forcibly imposing the rule 
of Civilization upon some backward and barbarous people. A 'colonial 
operation’, he would have declared, was all that he himself was con- 
templating ; and if other people, by opposing his will, were to force 
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him to convert this local aflEatrinto a General War, the responsibility 
would be theirs and not his. 

If the League of Nations were so reckless as to expand a remote 
colonial campaign into a general European war, which would open wide 
the door to every unsatisfied ambition on the Continent or even through- 
out the World — and it would cost, this time, not millions but tens of 
millions of lives — ^then it would be upon the League that the guilt would 
rest.^ 

According to Signor Mussolini’s thesis, ^colonial operations ’ differed 
from European wars in toto, both on the plane of ethics and on the 
plane of expediency. So far from its being wrong and disastrous, it 
was both right and beneficial that the domain of ‘ Civilization ’ should 
be extended at 'Barbarism’s’ expense. A 'civilized’ Power that 
undertook such a task would be conferring a general benefit on the 
whole of the civilized World in the act of looking after its own national 
interests and for other Powers to put spokes in the wheel of the 
Power undertaking the "colonial operation’ was a sin against 'the 
solidarity of Civilization’. The true motive of any Power which was 
guilty of such sinful behaviour could be nothing but the odious anti- 
social perversity of the dog in the manger ; and any alleged motives 
of a more respectable colour could be dismissed, a priori, as either 
sickly sentiment or shameless humbug. 

We find it monstrous that a nation which dominates the world refuses 
to us a wretched plot of ground in the African sun. . . . The interests 
for which she is opposing us are other interests, and she does not say so,^ 

Interview with Signor Mussolini published in The Daily Mail, 23rd 
August, 1935, and quoted in The Times, 4th October, 1935. This Mussolinian 
distinction between ‘colonial operations’ and European wars was frequently 
reasserted by its author — ^for example, in an interview with a correspondent 
of Le Matin, which was published on the 17th September, 1935 (see p. 192, 
below) ; in his appeal to the students of other countries on the 1st February, 
1936 (see p. 335, below), and in his speech on the 5th May, 1936 (see p. 358, 
below). 

® This thesis was an application, in the sphere of relations between nations, 
of the doctrine of ‘enlightened self-interest’ promoting the common good — 
a doctrine which the nineteenth- century Liberal philosophers of the Western 
World had invented as a sanction for the self -regarding economic activities 
of individual human beings. In another declaration — ^this time in the Popolo 
d'ltalia of the 31st July, 1935 (quoted in The Times of the 4th October, 1935), 
Signor Mussolini was frank enough to admit that the propagation of Civiliza- 
tion and the abolition of slavei^ would only be incidental consequences of 
Italian Policy and did not constitute the essential arguments for it* 

‘The essential arguments, absolutely unanswerable, are two: the vital 
needs of the Italian people and their security in East Airica. Put in military 
terms, the Italo-Abyssioian problem is simple and logical. It admits — with 
Geneva, without Geneva, against Geneva— but one solution.’ 

Interview with Signor Mussolini published in Le Matin of the 1 7th Sep- 
tember, 1935, and quoted in The Times, 4th October, 1935. 
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While the British objections of a juridical order to the Italian act 
of aggression in Africa were thus brushed aside as insincere, it was 
considered sentimental to object to the imposition of Civilization by 
force of arms on the ground that this inevitably involved bloodshed 
and destruction. In Fascist eyes, it would be as reasonable to object 
to the surgeon’s shedding the blood and shearing through the tissues 
of the body of the patient whose life he was saving on the operating 
table. Agam, it was humbug to object on the ground that, in the case 
in point, the 'colonial operation’ involved a violation of the League 
Covenant owing to the fact that the state-victim as well as the state - 
perpetrator of the operation happened to be a state-member of the 
League. Signor Mussolini’s answer was that this juridical objection 
was rabbinical and unrealistic. 

The true question with regard to Abyssinia was whether Europe was 
still worthy to carry on in the World the mission of colonization which 
for several centuries had made it great. If Europe was not worthy, the 
hour of its decadence had struck. . . , Was the League to be the tribunal 
before which the negroes, backward peoples, and savages of the World 
could arraign the great nations which had revolutionized and transformed 
Humanity 

Signor Mussolini was prepared to plead that the admission of 
Abyssinia to membership in the League in 1923 had been a mistake, 
and to confess that the responsibility for this mistake was shared by 
Italy with France. But, having made this admission, he went on to 
contend that the mistake had now been proved up to the hilt by 
Abyssinia’s behavioxzr during the ensuing twelve years ; that it was 
unreasonable that a single error of judgement should inhibit Civiliza- 
tion for over from putting an end to Barbarism in one of its largest 
remaining strongholds ; and that, in the light of experience, the proper 
course for the League to take was either to expel Abyssinia or else 
to decide — ^whether openly or tacitly — ^that she should no longer con- 
tinue to be protected in her incorrigibly bad ways by the possession 
of a juridical status that ought never to have been conferred upon 
her. In any case, even if there were to be a formal breach of treaty 
obligations in Africa in the cause of Civilization, this would not im- 
pair their sanctity in Europe, where the interests of Civilization de- 
manded that treaties shoidd be kept and not broken. And, to pass 
from abstractions to concrete realities, the despatch of a fraction of 
Italy’s vast military man-power overseas would not diminish in the 
slightest degree the physic^ ability of Italy to meet the engagements 

^ Statement by Signor Mussolini, published in the Bcho de Fans of the 21st 
July, 1935, and quoted in The Times, 4th October, 1935. 
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into which she had entered at Locarno and at Stresa^ if the call were 
to be made upon her in Europe before her African operation had 
been completed. 

These were the justifications for his African enterprise that Signor 
Mussohm presented to the World; and there was no evidence for 
suggesting that he himself did not believe in them. At the same tiniCj 
it is possible to divine other motives in his mind which may have 
weighed with him more strongly. 

One of these motives was a desire to wipe out the humiliation of 
the Italian defeat at Adowa by Amharan arms thirty -nine years back, 
in 1896.1 

The undeserved defeat of Adowa is a wound from which the heart of 

the Italian people has been smartmg for forty years. It must now bo 

healed once for aU.^ 

Another motive, with which this motive of revenge coalesced, was 
a desire to complete the work — and, in the act, to outshine the glory — 
of the heroes of the Risorgimento, in order that the era of Mussolinian 
Fascism might fill a more splendid page in the history of Italy than 
the preceding era of Mazzinian and Garibaldian Liberalism. Signor 
Mussolini had already completed the work of carrying the political 
unification of Italy to its ' natural’ bounds by establishing the north- 
eastern frontier on the crest of the Julian Alps;® he had settled 
'the Roman Question’;^ he had drained the Pomptine Marshes; 
he had stamped out the Camorra. He must have been ambitious 
to place the coping-stone on this arch of achievement — an arch as 
mighty as the barrel-roof of the new railway station at Milan — by 
resuming and completing Crispins amateur and half-hearted essay in 

^ This motive of revenge was a low one, but English critics of Signor 
Mussolini could not afford to assume an attitude of moral superiority towards 
him on that account, considering that the strictly comparablo motive of 
avenging the defeat of a British force by a Boer commando at Majuba Hill 
in 1881 had undoubtedly been one of the considerations on the Britisli side 
that led to the South African War of 1899-1902. The British, like the Italians, 
resented the fact that their own regular troops had been defeated and fonied 
to surrender by an opponent who was both Si-armed and ill-organized. It is 
strange to observe that no similar rancour seems to have been loft in Britisli 
minds by the annihilating defeat which the Afghans had inflicted on British 
arms in the war of 1838-42. 

^ Statement by Signor Mussolini in an interview given to The Daily Mail 
on the 23rd August, 1935, and quoted in The Times, 4th October, 1936. 

® For Signor Mussolini’s part in the settlement of the post-war frontier 
between Italy and Jugoslavia, see the Bmvey for 1924:, pp. 416-22. The carry- 
ing of the northern frontier of Italy to the Brenner, as a result of the victory 
of the Allied and Associated Powers in the General War of 1914-18, had, of 
course, been achieved before Signor Mussolini’s advent to power. 

* See the Survey for 1929, Part V, section (i). 
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endowing a united Italy with the colonial empire which she regarded 
as her due. 

A third motive — which sounds fantastic yet cannot be dismissed as 
a fantasy that had no jjractical effect on policy — was a desire to emulate 
not only such modern Italian nation-builders as Garibaldi andCavour, 
or such modern foreign empire-builders as Rhodes and Lyautey, but 
also the Roman statesmen who had anticipated, and had dwarfed in 
advance, all the diverse political achievements of the whole gang 
of modern Western peoples. It would seem that Signor Mussolini 
genuinely aspired to reconstruct the Roman Empire in some shape. 
In the Via del Impero which he had laid out, in 1932, between the 
Forum Romanum and the Fora of Augustus and Trajan, the modern 
Italian war-lord had erected four large relief maps showing the expan- 
sion of the Roman Empire, from a patch of territory round the Seven 
Hills into a dominion embracing all the coasts of the Mediterranean 
and extending beyond them to Britain in one direction and to 'Iraq 
in another at the moment of its widest extent in the reign of Trajan. 
Did the ruler of a country which in a.d. 1 935 was not only the youngest 
but also the weakest of the Great Powers of the contemporary world 
seriously look forward to acquiring, in his own lifetime, an empire 
which — on the showing of his own maps — ^it had taken the ancient 
Romans more than nine hundred years to build up ? Signor Mussolini 
seems to have abated this extreme ambition in two ways. On the one 
hand, ho confined his view almost entirely to the African and Asiatic 
provinces of Rome, and tacitly renounced in Europe the hope of 
adding Gaul and Spain and Britain to Noricum and Pannonia and 
the modern remnant of Illyria. On the other hand, he envisaged the 
possibility that, even in Africa and Asia, his empire might take the 
form of a spiritual ascendancy and not that of a dominion conquered 
by brute force. He made both these points in an address delivered on 
the 18th March, 1934, to the second quinquennial assembly of the 
leaders of the Fascist regime, when, after declaring that the historical 
mission of Italy lay in Asia and Africa, he went on to say that 

There must be no misunderstanding upon this centuries-old task 
assigned to this and future generations of Italians. There was no ques- 
tion of territorial conquests — ^this must be understood by all, both far 
and near — but of a natural expansion which ought to lead to a collabora- 
tion between Italy and the peoples of Africa and the East. Italy could 
above all civilize Africa, and her position in the Mediterranean gave her 
this right and imposed this duty on her. She demanded no priyfieges 
and monopolies, but did not want earlier arrivals to block her spiritual, 
political and economic expansion.^ 

^ The Times, 19th March, 1934. 
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This translation of the dream of an imperium redivivum into iion^ 
material and almost transcendental terms was carried still farther in 
a published work from Signor Mussolini’s pen. 

The Tascist State is wiU to power and domination. The Roman 
tradition becomes herewith an idea of might. In the JFascist doctrines 
the Imperium is not only a territorial, military, and mercantile expres- 
sion but it is a spiritual and moral idea. One can imagine an Imperium — 
that is, a nation which governs other nations — ^without necessitating 
the conquest of a single square mile of land. The endeavour for the 
Imperium — ^that is, for the extension of the nation — ^is for Fascism an 
expression of hfe; its opposite, the static spirit, is a sign of decay. 
Nations which are bemg created or which are reborn are Imperiahstu^ ; 
only dying countries renounce Paacism, therefore, is the most suitable 
doctrine to represent the inclinations and spirit of a people which, like 
the Italian nation, are reborn after many centuries of neglect and foreign 
rule.^ 

Abyssinia had never been included within the frontiers of the 
Roman Empire, even at their widest range, and the epiphany of the 
Italian imperium to the Ethiopians, while duly appearing from heaven, 
did not take the form of 'a spiritual and moral idea’ but announced 
itself m a hail of bombs followed by a rain of poison gas. Neverthe- 
less, this roseate Roman hallucination to which Signor Mussolini had 
succumbed must be reckoned among the causes of the international 
outrage of which Abyssinia was the victim. 

A fourth motive was a desire to divert the thoughts of the Italian 
people from the grinding personal economic distress which had been 
brought upon them, as has been noticed above, ^ in part by the onset 
of the World Economic Crisis and in part by Signor Mussohni’s own 
excessively ambitious economic policy, which had been inaugurated 
in 1927 by the over- valuation of the lira. 

Ip. December 1934 two decrees were pubUshed which tightened up 
rigidly the existing exchange restrictions. In May 1935 a further decree 
ordered the surrender of all privately held foreign investments. In 
J^y the decree prescribing a minimum gold cover of 40 per cent, for 
the Bank of Italy was suspended. And at the end of August the foreign 
mvestments commandeered in May were compulsorily converted into 
Italian Government securities. But these decrees, though drastic, did 
imt indicate any sudden deterioration m the exchange position. Rather, 
they represented the culmination of a severe strain originally imposed 
Italian economy by the over- valuation of the currency in 

1927 . 

1 This pronouncement, quoted in The Manchester Guardian of the 26th 
feeptember, 1935, is taken from an article on the theory of Fascism which 
Signor Mnssohni wrote in 1932 for the Enddopedia ItaUana. 

See p, 13, above. See also section (xii), below, 

® Royal Institute of International Affairs, Information Department: The 
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This over- valuation had exacted its price in the shape of an increase 
in uneni])loyinent which declared itself at once in the figures for 
1927, and which rose steeply from 1930 onwards when the world- 
wide crisis reinforced the local effect of the Italian Government’s 
currency 2)olicy.'^ For a politician in search of a short cut towards 
liis goal of relieving unemployment and redistributing purchasing 
])ower, it might be tempting to mobilize a million men, to draft a 
quarter of these to Africa, and to re-employ hundreds of thousands 
more at home on the manufacture of munitions In a democratic and 
])eaceful -minded country, the politician who did think such a thought 
would have thrust it from him with horror and have taken care 
not to let his fellow countrymen suspect that it had ever entered his 
mind!^ But such scruples can hardly have assailed a dictator who had 
declared in August 1934: 

It is . , . necessary to be prepared for war, not to-morrow, but to-day. 

We arc becoming, and shall become so increasingly because this is our 

desire, a military nation. A militaristic nation, I will add, since we are 

not afraid of words. ^ 

The necessity of diverting the people’s thoughts from present 
])rivate hardships at home to future public glories abroad was one 
aspect of a wider necessity to which all dictators of the Mussolinian 
and Hitlerian type were subject, without respite, from beginning to 
end of their careers. One of the conditions of the tenure of these pre- 
carious pinnacles of power was that the audacious political acrobat 
must perform an increasing succession of successful ‘stunts’ of an 
ascending order of magnitude; and the precedents indicated that 
sooner or later the assiduous performer would find himself constrained 
to select from his repertory a feat beyond his strength. This had been 
the career of Napoleon III, who was the true prototype of the 
European dictators of the post-war age. He had barely clambered 
into the seat of power at Paris before he sent his expeditionary force 
to Home in 1849 ; and from that time onwards he had kept Europe on 
tenterhooks with his Russian War in 1854-6 and hie Austrian War 
in 1859 and his Mexican expedition in 1864-6, until at last he met his 
match in a Bismarck who was devoting greater political abilities to 

Economic and financial Position of Itody (2nd edition: London, September 
1936, Milford), p. 26. 

^ See the Italian unemployment figures from 1926 to June 1936 indusive 
in the table in op. cit, p. 45. 

^ This opinion, which dates from January 1936, perhaps needed some 
(Qualification, in an English mouth, by the September of the same year. 

* Speech delivered by Signor Mussolini at the close of the Italian army 
manoeuvres in August 1934, quoted in The Times^ 4th October, 1935. 
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attaining a precise and limited aim — ^with the result that the French 
dictator went down to destruction in his Prussian War of 1870. On 
a grander scale, Napoleon Ill’s career had been anticipated by liis 
uncle, with whom the dictators of a later generation would have pre- 
ferred to compare themselves — ^forgetting that the uncle’s career had 
been shorter than the nephew’s and that it had ended in a disaster of 
no lesser magnitude. The history of the nineteenth-century French 
dictators boded ill for the prospects of their twentieth-century Italian 
and German ejpigoni ; for this history indicated that the dictatorial 
career had a predetermined trajectory which was bound to end in a 
fatal crash to earth. 

In considering the Italian standpoint, we have stiU to ask ourselves 
two questions : To what extent were the Italian people in accord with 
their Duce in his pursuit of his East African adventure ? And at what 
date did Signor Mussolini himself make up his mind to use war as 
the instrument of his national poHcy of acquiring a colonial empire *l 
Neither of these questions is easy to answer. 

The first is difficult by reason of the systematic suppression in 
Fascist Italy of all spontaneous expression of opinion — a tyranny 
which had been one of the regular marks of all dictatorships, in all 
ages, but which could be exercised with unprecedented effectivcnoss 
in a world of communities which embraced such vast numbers of 
human beings that they had come to be almost entirely dependent, for 
the communication of ideas, upon elaborate artificial aids to direct 
personal human intercourse : such instruments as the press and the 
wmeless and the telephone and the postal service, all of which could bo 
minutely controlled and manipulated by a dictatorial Government. 
Through this smoke-screen of official censorship and propaganda, the 
foreign observer who sought to peer into the domestic life of Italy in 
1935 obtained the impression that both Signor Mussolini’s war and the 
League of Nations’ sanctions were decidedly unpopular with a majority 
of the Italian people. It was, indeed, not unnatural that the Italian 
peasant and workman and shopkeeper and industrialist should dislike 
both of two policies which were each making life more difficult for 
him, and that he should resent a foreign attempt to restrain and 
frustrate an enterprise of his own Government’s of which ho por- 
sonaUy disapproved. The state of mind of the German people during 
the war-years 1914-18, and again' since the advent of Herr Hitler to 
power at the beginning of the year 1933, had shown that— in the 
psychological and technical circumstances of modern life— the mem- 
bers of any large nation could easily be nodsled into mistaking their 
own parochial pubhe opinion for that of the universe, and oonfi- 
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dently defying or ignoring the rest of Mankind. A similar effect was 
p(‘rha])s inevitably produced in Italy by the world-wide political and 
economic consequences of Italy’s certified breach of the Covenant of 
the League of Nations. But this proneness of modern nations to in- 
duce* in themselves the mental illusion of solipsism did not diminish 
the force of the maxim securus judicat orbis terrarum. It merely 
meaiit that Avhen a single nation went into opposition to the con- 
science and the will of the Great Society that embraced the whole of 
Mankind, the contest, under these latter-day conditions, wotdd prob- 
ably be longer drawn out and therefore more catastrophic in its 
ultimate d^.noueimnf. 

If the chart of Italian public opinion in 1935 is difficult to plot out, 
it is ]^erhaps oven more difficult to ascertain the date at which Signor 
]\Iussolini made up his mind to make war on Abyssinia. Clearly this 
had not been his intention in 1023, when the Italian representative 
was instructed (though this perhaps only after some heart-searchings 
in camera) to support the French patronage of Abyssinia’s candida- 
ture for admission to membership of the League of Nations.^ As for 
the Anglo-1 talian agreement of 1925 regarding the respective ‘in- 
terests’ of the two contracting parties in Abyssinia,^ this bore an 
ominous resemblance to the corresponding preliminaries to the pre- 
war partitions of Persia and Morocco ; yet, in seeking this understand- 
ing with England, Signor Mussolini was assuming the posture of a fox 
who had resigned himself to waiting until his share of the Abyssinian 
grapes should fall into his mouth, rather than the posture of a man 
who had made up his mind to lay an axe to the root of the Ethiopian 
tree. Nor can Signor Mussolini have had war imminently in mind 
when ho negotiated the Italo- Abyssinian non-aggression pact in 1928 
and received a permanent Ethiopian diplomatic mission at Rome in 
1929 and assented — ^in reply to rumours of a coming conflict — ^to 
the issue in Rome, on the 29th September, 1934, of the following 
joint Italo-Abyssinian communique: 

The Ethiopian Chargi d'A ffaires, Megodras Afework, has communicated 
to the Italian Government that he has been authorized by His Majesty 
Hallo Selassie, Emperor of Abyssinia, to declare formally that the Im- 
perial Government of Ethiopia has never had and does not now have 
any intentions of aggression against Italy and intends to conform in the 
most absolute manner to the letter and the spirit of the Italian and 
Ethiopian treaty of friendship of 1928, not having any motive to disturb 
the good and friendly relations existing between the two Governments. 

In taking note of this communication, the Italian Government has 

^ See the 8ureey for J920--2S, pp. 393-6, and the Survey for 1929, p. 218. 

* See the Surv^ for 1929, pp. 220-1, and Oind. 2680 of 1926. 
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replied to the Charge d' Affaires of Ethiopia that Italy does not have 
any intention that is not friendly towards the Ethiopian Government, 
with whom we are bound by the treaty of friendship of 1928. 

Italy intends to continue to cultivate with Ethiopia the most friendly 
relations as a necessary means of augmenting reciprocal political and 
economic relations. 

The publication of this communique suggests that, at as late a date 
as this, Signor Mussolini still looked forward to extending liis Roman 
imperium redivivum over Ethiopia by the methods of Philip the 
Deacon rather than by those of Muhammad Gran, and that he ex- 
pected to achieve this pacific and legitimate aim with the consent of 
the Ethiopian Imperial Government as well as with that of Franco 
and Great Britain. 

Was Signor Mussolini’s hand forced thereafter by a fear that, if he 
waited for his policy of peaceful penetration to bear fruit in due 
season, he might be forestalled by another Power? As early as 
October 1933 there were rumours in Rome that economic concessions 
were being obtained from the Ethiopian Government by Japanese en- 
terprise ; and in January 1934 it was announced in Tokyo that the 
daughter of a Japanese nobleman had become engaged to marry a 
nephew of the Emperor Haile Selassie. Thereafter, in April 1934, it 
was reported that this engagement had been cancelled as a result of 
Italian diplomatic pressure. And a year later, in March 1935, a 
violent campaign against alleged Japanese designs in Abyssinia was 
launched in the Italian press and was renewed in July — ^to continue 
until Great Britain supplanted Japan in the autumn of 1935 in the 
role of Italy’s 'Public Enemy Number One’, It is not easy to judge 
how seriously this Japanese bogy was taken by the Italian Govern- 
ment ; but it seems improbable that it can have had any important 
mfluence on the development of Signor Mussolini’s policy. 

Was Signor Mussolini converted from a peace-policy to a war- 
policy by the Italo-Abyssinian clash of arms at Walwal at the turn 
of November and December 1934 n This cannot be inferred with 
any assurance from the energy of his immediate reaction ; for the 
Fascist ethos and the Fascist creed alike would have impelled him, 
in any case, to assume that the Abyssinians were in the wrong, and 
to insist upon a juvenilely emphatic vindication of Italian prestige. 
His reaction, even including the first drafts of additional troops to 
the East African colonies in excess of the normal establishment, 
does not convict him of having already made up his mind to fight. 
And as a matter of fact the Walwal controversy was eventually 

^ For the history of the Walwal incident, see section (iv) (a), below. 



Soot, ii MOTIVES AND ATTITUDES 29 

settled by iigreeinent when the war of 1935-6 was on the eve of 
breaking out. 

Had Signor Mussolini decided on making war in East Africa by 
the 71h January, 1935 — ^the date on which he set his signature to the 
documents constituting the new Eranco-Italian Pact His acquies- 
cence in Slonsieur Laval's demand that he should explicitly and 
])ublicly accept such unappetizing scraps of French African colonial 
territory in lull settleineiit of his claims against France for territorial 
comi)(^usation under Article 13 of the London Treaty of the 26th 
April, 1915, siigge*sts that by this time Signor Mussolini must already 
ha-v'e been counting upon some imminent and substantial increase 
of Italy's African assets at the expense of some party other than 
France, in order to quench the immediate disappointment which 
must have been inliicted upon Fascist hearts by the unholy modera- 
tion of the Duce's African settlement with Italy’s richly dowered 
“Latin sist<T\ Yet Monsieur Laval repeatedly denied in public — 
and this most amply and emphatically in the crucial debate in the 
French (Chamber on the 28th December, 1935 — ^that he had ever 
given Signor Mussolini a free hand, as far as France was concerned, 
to embark on a war of conquest against Abyssinia and while the 
truthfuhiess of Monsieur Laval’s ddmenti might conceivably hang 
upon som(s fine-drawn distinction between a positive commitment 
and a l)roa(l hint, it is also just conceivable that Signor Mussolini was 
at this time still looking forward to obtaining by peaceful means that 
comjionsatiou from Ethiopia which his renunciation w-d-vis France 
would appear to presuppose and to forecast. 

Ou the other hand, Signor Mussolini had undoubtedly decided on 
w'ar b<*fox*o Mr. Eden paid his abortive visit to Rome on the 23rd- 
26th Juno, 1935 ; and already by that time his estimate of the value 
of the spoils on which he was counting was pitched so high as to cause 
liim Buznniarily and scornfully to reject the very substantial offers 
of paymcuit on account of blackmail that were dangled before his 
eyes by the Government at Westminster^ and subsequently by the 
British and French Governments in co-operation and by a committee 
of the League of Nations at Geneva A We must conclude that 
Signor Mussolini’s fateful decision was certainly taken before the 
close, but possibly not before the opening, of the first half of the 
calendar year 1936. 

^ Bee the Survey for 1935, voL i, Part I, section (v). 

• Bee (yp» oiU, p. 109, footnote 2. 

• See pp. 167-60, below. 

• See pp. 173-4, 192-6, below. 
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Which of the conspicuous international events of those sis months 
would have been apt, in itself, to give Signor Mussolini’s African 
policy a warlike instead of a peaceful turn and also to make him 
feel that he must go to war without delay ? Herr Hitler’s unilateral 
repudiation of the disarmament chapter of the VersaiUos Treaty on 
the 16th March, 1935, might well have produced that change in 
Signor Mussolini’s plans, and this on four distinct grounds. In the 
first place. Signor Mussolini may have judged that an Italy wliich 
was determined to retain possession of the South Tirol, and on that 
accoimt to retain control overthe post-war remnant of anindepondent 
Austria, must face the prospect of having to fight a National-Socialist 
Germany as soon as the rearmament of Germany was complete, and 
he may have gone on to argue that Italy must make certain of being 
mistress of the situation in East Africa before being compelled to 
concentrate all her energies upon a European battle-field. In the 
second place, he may have judged that if he was to secure the whip- 
hand over Abyssinia during the brief respite in Europe that the process 
of German rearmament promised to give him, he could not afford 
to content himself with the slow method of peaceful penetration, but 
must embark upon a war of conquest upon which he would be able 
to lavish the whole strength of Italy for two or three years if necessary. 
In the third place, he may have judged thatErance and Great Britain, 
much though they might dislike to see Italy take to the sword in East 
AMca, would feel nevertheless that, in the face of a rapidly re-arming 
Germany, Italy’s present diplomatic and eventual military support 
in Europe had come to be of such capital importance to them that 
they must resign themselves to whatever Italy might choose to do 
in the meanwhile in an Afiioan country which, after aU, was not 
either a French or a British possession or even protectorate. In the 
fourth place, he may have judged that if, in spite of this compelling 
consideration, the French and British Governments did set themselves 
to resist and fimstrate his new militant African designs, they would 
find themselves powerless to stop biTn by resorting to the ulti/ma ratio 
of bringiag their armed forces into play, since by that time the French 
and British armies, navies and air forces would be finding themselves 
more and more insistently preoccupied by the watch on the Bhine 
and the patrolling of the North Sea as Germany’s military, naval 
and aerial preparations went forward. If it was really the combined 
weight of these four considerations that pushed Signor Mussolini into 
crossing his Mareb-Rubicon on the 3rd October, 1936, we may con- 
clude that the decision was taken at some date between the foregoing 
16th March and the 23rd June. 
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(rf) The French Standpoint 

From the time, towards the middle of the calendar year 1935, when 
the Ttalo-Abyssiniaii dis])ute began temporarily to take the place of 
the ])erhaps ultimately graver issue between a resurgent Germany 
and her neighbours as the principal action on the international stage, 
down to the resignation of Monsieur Laval on the 22nd January, 1936, 
it looked, on the face of it, as though France and Great Britain had 
exchanged their characteristic post-war roles ; and during those six 
or seven months each of these two performers imitated the other 
player’s stock attitudes and gestm*es with such ludicrous fidelity that 
at moments it was difficult to resist the impression that this apparent 
exchange of jiarts must be a deliberately concerted masquerade which 
was being acted for the diversion of a world-wide audience. During 
this critical period of international history, it was the British and not 
the French Government who were taking the initiative and assuming 
the responsibilities in the name of collective security; inviting the 
smaller states members of the League to follow their lead ; and in- 
cidentally incurring the suspicion that this ostensibly disinterested 
and generous leadership in vindication of a principle really covered — 
or failed to conceal — an attempt to mobilize world-wide support for 
ulterior objects which were nakedly British interests. On the other 
hand, it was now France, and not Great Britain, who was wincing at 
a demand that she should pledge herself to solidarity with her fellow 
states members of the League — ^if necessary, to the extent of taking 
up arms — ^in execution of Article 16 of the Covenant, and who was 
deprecating the importunateness and impracticability of a foreign 
academic logic which insisted that every juridical breach of inter- 
national engagements should be treated with a rigidly impartial 
severity, without regard to the particular political circumstances of 
each concrete case. The French indictment, and the British defence, 
of the British condonation of Herr Hitler’s unilateral repudiation of 
the disarmament chapter of the Versailles Treaty — a condonation 
which, in the French view, was implied in the conclusion of the Anglo- 
German naval agreement of the 18th June, 1935^ — might both have 
been adapted, with little fundamental change, to convey respectively 
the British indictment, and the French defence, of the French con- 
donation of Signor Mussolini’s breach of the Covenant vis-ct-vis 
Abyssinia: a condonation which, in the British view, was implied 
in Monsieur Laval’s apparent policy of confining his fulfilment of the 


^ See the Survey for 1935, voL i, Part I, section (vi) (i). 
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letter of tlie Covenant within limi ts that would not prevent him from 
continuing to act in the spirit of the Franco-Itahan Pact of the 7th 
January, 1935, 

The British Government’s pohcy in the Italo-Abyssinian crisis re- 
presented on the surface — ^notwithstanding the temporary naked 
lapse from grace when the Cabinet in Downing Street acquiesced for 
some days in 'The Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’^ — a notable departure 
from what had been the ordinary line of British foreign policy ever 
since the Peace Settlement ; and simultaneously the French Govern- 
ment’s policy in the same crisis under the Laval regime represented 
an equally striking apparent departure from the foreign policy vdiicli 
had been pursued by the predecessors of Monsieur Laval at tlie Quai 
d’Orsay. What are the factors that account for this apparently 
anomalous interlude in the history of French foreign policy ? Is it to 
be explained by the personal character and designs of the statesman 
who during these months dominated French politics — ^partly by his 
skill in the twists and turns of the pohtical game, and partly by his 
simultaneous tenure of the two key-offices of the Presidency of the 
Coxmcil and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ? Or did the French shrink 
in face of Italy in 1935, as the British shrank in face of Germany in 
1936, from the risk of being bombed and gassed in their own home- 
country in reprisal for a championship of justice and law and order 
against an aggressor who was not threatening at the moment to make 
a direct attack on them if for their part they did not insist on fulfilling 
their international obligations at the aggressor’s expense on behalf 
of a third party Or is the explanation to be found in the impact 
upon IVench foreign policy of two burning questions of French 
domestic poHtics— the controversy over the Leagues and the con- 
troversy over the Franc — ^which were at issue contemporaneously 
with the Italo-Abyssinian question ? Or had the French role of 
fidelity to the Covenant been all along no more than a decorous cloak 
for an anti-German policy— a stage property, which Prance cherished 
so long as it served her turn, but which she was all the time prepared 
to throw off unhesitatingly— regardless of the scandal— if ever the 
Covenant threatened to change from a useful cover and shield into an 
entanglement that might defeat France’s real purpose — ^which was 
simply to keep her German adversary at a disadvantage ? Perhaps 
the true explanation of the apparent deviation in 1935 from the 


^ See section (x), below. 

“ ‘Nous 6tioiis, en mati^re de sanctions, “sur le front”; e’est nous aui 
eussions subijdes repr6sailles 6ventuelles; sur Nice et Toulon, La France 
sentait cela, fortement.’— Letter dated the 30th May, 1936, from a French 

correspondent to the Tvriter of this /SMmy. uiarroncu 
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normal lino ol Eronch policy ia to be found in the combined operation 
of these several different factors. 

Undoutitodly the personal factor, as represented by Monsieur 
Laval hinisell, did count for much; for while Monsieur Laval suc- 
ceeded m carrying with him, at least for the period of his tenure of 
office, a majority of the elements of the Right, his foreign policy was 
by no means the orthodo.v French conservative policy of which the 
classic exponents had been Messieurs Poincare and Barthou ; and his 
divagation from the strait way of orthodoxy was advertised by the 
bitter and unflagging opposition which his policy encountered from 
certain prominent politicians and journalists whose record as right- 
wing extremists was beyond reproach. In the political arena, Mon- 
sieur Laval was attacked for being a pro-German by Monsieur 
Franklin- Bouillon as vehemently as he was defended by Mon- 
sieur Tardieii for being a pro-Italian, while in the press Monsieur 
(Icraud (' Pertinax ) denounced him as vigorously for being a traitor 
to the post-war (lentral and East European allies of France as Mon- 
sieur do Kerillis commended him for being a servitor of Fascism — a 
confusion of tongues which was the more piquant inasmuch as both 
these eminent publicists continued to express their diametrically 
opposite views on different pages of the same newspaper. 

The orthodox French conservative foreign policy — which Monsieur 
Barthou was pursuing in 1934^ and would doubtless have continued 
to inirsue had his life not been cut short^ — was to build up and main- 
tain, within the framework of the League of Nations, a grand alliance 
of all countries that vshared the French fear of Germany to a degree 
that might inoline them to align themselves with France on a common 
anti-German front. And while the French marshals of this front had 
been ready to take into the line new recruits — ^not excluding ex- 
adherents of the jjost-war German camp, such as Italy and Russia — 
if their change of sides appeared to bo bona, fide, the permanent officials 
of the Quai d’Orsay had prevailed upon Monsieur Barthou in 1 934 not 
to give the cold shoulder to old allies in order to make room for new- 
comers whose chief credentials were their taller stature and their 
heavier armament. While Monsieur Barthou had already arranged, 
before his as.sassination, to pay the visit to Rome which, in the event, 
was paid by Monsieur Laval in Monsieur Barthou’s place, it was im- 
probable that Monsieur Barthou would have been allowed by his 
official advisers to woo Italy for his grand alliance at the price of 
throwing over Jugoslavia. 

See the (Purvey for 1934, pp. 339 seqg., 347 seqq., and the Svmey for 1985, 
vol. i. Part I, sections (ii) and (iv). ® See the Survey for 1934, pp. 360-i. 
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It was, no doubt, impossible to prove that this Basse , had actually 
been committed in 1935 by Monsieur Laval; but at the same time it 
is certain that he was credited with the crime not only by leading 
statesmen in the Little Entente countries but also by souk' of tlu^ 
recognized French champions of France’s post-war Central and East 
European allies. Under the Barthou regime, again, the French con- 
servatives of the orthodox school had adopted — albeit against tlu' 
grain — ^Monsieur Herriot’s pohcy of a mpjyrochement between France 
and the Soviet Union, ^ whereas Monsieur Laval came to be denounced 
as the man who was dehberately preventing France from lauding this 
great fish which his predecessors had hooked — as the man, that is to 
say, who was sabotaging the ratification of the Franco-Russian to'aty 
of mutual guarantee . To this last charge Monsieur Laval might, retort, 
with a legitimate plaintiveness, that he happened also to be the man 
who had negotiated and signed this treaty on behalf of Franco and 
had made the long journey to Moscow for the sake of confirming the 
compact. Yet this not unreasonable defence did not disarm Monsieur 
Laval’s critics on this head. In signing the treaty, they maintained, 
he had merely been carrying to completion, perforce, a transaction 
which his predecessors had already brought to a point at which it W'as 
impossible for their successor to draw back. It was in the postpone- 
ment of ratification that Monsieur Laval showed his own crooked 
hand and cloven hoof. 

Whatever might be the justice or injustice of these accusations of 
a sin of omission towards Russia and a sin of commission towards the 
Little Entente which were levelled at Monsieur Laval by the critics 
in his own French household, he did strike foreign observers in 1935 
as being singularly insouciant over the anti-French feeling which liis 
policy was manifestly evoking not only in the Little Entente countries 
and in Russia, but also in Great Britain. Did Monsieur Laval really 
believe that the armed support of Italy would be worth more to 
France, as a help in meeting a possible future attack from Germany, 
than the combined strength of all these other Bowers ? Or was his 
reconciliation with Italy at the expense of other friendships only the 
first — and the less important — instalment of his foreign policy, and 
did he mean to follow this up by a reconciliation, on corresponding 
terms, with Germany likewise ? 

To win for France the friendship of the two Central European 
dictatorships, at the price of giving them a free hand, as far as Franco 
was concerned, against other European countries — ^including Franco’s 

^ See the Survey for IdU, pp. 381 seq^,, and the Survey for 19B5, vol i, Part 
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owii fiioncLs and allies — -vt'as the policy with which Monsieur Laval 
was credited by his French enemies. Whether this accusation was 
well founded v'as a question which might perhaps never receive an 
answer, since Monsieur Laval fell from power before the second and 
more formidable count in the indictment could be either proved or 
disproved by the marcli of events. And the historian is reduced to 
speculations suggested by the undoubted fact that Monsieur Laval 
did appear to show a much slighter susceptibility than most other 
Frenchmen at the time — ^including many of his own supporters — to 
the threat that if France, under his leadership, persisted in wrecking 
the collective system and betraying her old friends, she might wake 
up one day to find that a composite feeling of disgust and indignation 
and alann had led Great Britain and Jugoslavia and Rumania to 
follow Poland's example of maldng their own separate peace with Herr 
Hitler. Why was it that Monsieur Laval’s flesh could not be made to 
cree]) as readily as the flesh of other Frenchmen by this horrid prog- 
nostication Was it, perchance, that the man who controlled 
France’s destinies in 1935 intended to thrust his own Marianne into 
Herr Hitler’s arms before Britannia could find her way to an asylum 
where there was evidently not room for more than one lady at a time 
to take shelter ? 

If Monsieur Laval did see in his reconciliation with Italy a step 
towards a similar reconciliation with Germany, he was probably in 
a minority among his own countrymen at the time. A more prevalent 
feeling in France in 1935 seems to have been that the reconciliation 
with Italy was of value to Prance as a help not for making friends with 
Germany but for meeting another German attack. Even if the Italians 
were to fail to perform all that they boasted themselves capable of 
performing in the way of opposing by force of arms a German assault 
upon the independence of Austria, ^ their new comradeship-in-arms 

^ The writer of this Purvey can testify at first hand to the normal eHicacity 
of this bogy in giving the creeps to Frenchmen in 1935 — having tried it, 
himself, on several of them in the course of the year. 

^ In 1935 it seemed in the — perhaps prejudiced — eyes of British observers 
that the French were considerably over-estimating the military effectiveness 
of Italy, and under-ostimatiag that of Great Britain, as alternative allies of 
France in a future war against Germany, in the light of the two countries’ 
respective performances in the war of 1914-18. In the course of that year the 
writer often called to mind a railway journey from Geneva to Le Havre which 
he had had occasion to make a few nights after the Italian line had been 
broken by the Germans at Caporetto. The opposite seat in the railway carriage 
was occupied by a long-legged French captain of heavy artillery whose 
battery had been sent away from the Italian front, as superfluous, by the 
Italian General Staff only a few weeks before. And the night was not long 
enough to allow this disgusted French of&cer to rehearse all the variations on 
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with Erance would at any rate release French troops from service^ 
along the Alps for service along the Khine. 

There was, however, in 1935 a powerful body of opinion in France' 
which blessed Monsieur Laval’s good understanding wii\x Signor 
Mussohni not so much on account of any military value which it 
might be expected to have for France in a future war with Germany, 
but rather on account of its expected effect in a struggle on the Frenich 
home front. For there were Frenchmen who hoped that the J^^ranc.o- 
Italian entente would give "the Leagues ’ the victory in their competi- 
tion with the "Front Populaire’ and would thereby bring France 
over from the Parhamentary-Democratic into the Dictatorial-Fascist 
camp. 

The Fascist-minded political leagues in France — first and foremost, 
Colonel de la Roeque’s Croix de Feu, which was the largest and the 
strongest, though the most moderate, of the batch^ — ^had sprung into 
prominence with startling suddenness in February 1934, when they 
had taken a leading hand in the disorders in the streets in Paris which 
had quite unconstitutionally driven Monsieiu’ Daladicr’s Radical - 
Socialist Government out of office. The Leagues had then retired again 
temporarily into the background under the impeccably conservative 
regime of the elder statesman Monsieur Doumergue. But when Mon- 
sieur Doumergue made way for Monsieur Flandin on the 8th Novem- 
ber, 1934, and Monsieur Flandin in his turn for Monsieur Laval on the 
31st May, 1935, in the Presidency of the Council of French Ministers, 
the Leagues began to raise their heads once more ; and throughout 
the latter half of the year 1935 they occupied attention, and excited 
emotion, in France which might otherwise perhaps have been directed 
to the Italo-Abysstnian issue. The French Left were distracted from 
their hostility to Fascism abroad by a lively fear that they might 
succumb, overnight, to a kindred Fascism at home, while conversely 
the French Right were led to support Signor Mussolini with a more than 
double enthusiasm because they saw in him not merely a future ally 
against Germany but also a present patron of their domestic ambition 
to transform France from a parliamentary mto a Fascist state. It 
would be difficult to say whether the Leagues’ hopes of victory in 
1935 were as lively as the Front Populaire’s fears of defeat ; but these 

Ms opinion of the Itahans’ military qualities. If that officer were still alive, 
what opinion, the writer often wondered, was he expressing about Italian 
military effl.cienoy in 1935 ? 

^ See a series of articles, under the general title of Jjes Idgues ei les grov/pe- 
merits, hy Monsieur B. MiUet and Monsieur S. Arbellot, in Le Temps, 24th, 
27th, 28th and 29th January; 3rd, 4th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 
21st Fehruary ; 3rd, 14th and 24th March; and 23rd, 24th and 26th April, 1935. 
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Erench Fascists seemed to respond with a remarkable sensitiveness 
to thcii' Italian patron's successive changes of mood In the second 
quarter of the year, when Signor Mussohni (as far as can be judged)^ 
was coming to the decision to put his fortunes to the touch in an at- 
tempt to coiKiuer an African empire, the French Leagues seem to have 
))ceii inHamed, in sympathy, ^ith an ambition to make themselves 
the dominant political force in France The second half of the year, 
during which Signor Mussolini was in the mood to defy the World, 
was also the time when the French Leagues were displaying their 
gi'catest truculence. Thereafter the surprising subsidence of the 
Leagues in December 1935^ was follow^ed by a passing decline of 

^ See i>. 30, above. 

“ In the event, the year 1935 was not celebrated in France by a march on 
Pans ill the style of Signor TVIubsolmi’s march on Home in October 1922; and 
siiiee it was the weakness of Fascist movements that they must either advance 
or retreat l)ut (‘ould never stand still, the, penalty for the French Leagues’ 
failure to strike when tlie moinciit ai rived was the collapse of their iiower. In 
the FreiuOi (Jhamber on the (ith December, 1935, under Monsieur Lavafs stage- 
management, the representatives of the Leagues and of the Socialists and Com- 
mnmsts recij>ro<‘ally announced their agreement that their respective militant 
orgauiaiaiious should disarm and dissolve — a reciprocity which saved the 
Leagues’ face without causing much meoixvenieiice to the Socialists and Com- 
munists, who, as a matter of fact, had not built up any equivalent ‘private 
armies’. After this demonstration of sweet reasonableness on both sides, 
Monsieur Laval tabled three Bills, ‘Thefirst Bill provided that any person found 
carrying a weapon or an object dangerous to public safety at a public meeting or 
demonstration or on the occasion thereof should be liable to a fine of from 100 f. 
to 1,000 f. ami imprisonment for [froml three months to two years. The second 
Bill declareil that all associations or de facto groups other than those approved 
for military training should be declared illegal and thereby dissolved if they 
acipiired, through some military form or organization, the character of light- 
ing bodies or private militia, if they caused armed demonstrations or acts 
which might disturb the peace, and if their aim was to impair the integrity of 
the national territory or the republican form of government. The third Bill 
added incitement to murder to the offences punishable by existing legislation 
on the freedom of the press.’ (The Times, 7th December, 1935.) In the follow- 
ing vote on a motion of confidence the Government obtained a majority of 
132 (351 votes to 210). Two days later, on the SthDeoember, 1935, the Chamber 
passerl, by 408 votes to 179, amended texts of the Bills which were much more 
invidious than [Monsieur Laval’s original drafts ; hut the Leagues submitted 
meekly to this unpleasantly sharpened legislation. The Laws wore promul- 
gated and <mmc into force on the 12th January, 1936. 

On the 13th February, Monsieur L6on Blum was assaulted in the street by 
members of the Canielots du Boi and on the same day the President of the 
Republic signed a decree ordering the dissolution of the Camelots du Roi, the 
Ligue d’ Action Fran^aise, and the Students’ Federation which was associated 
with the Action Fran^aise. Four months later, the Government which had been 
formed by Monsieur Blum on the 4th June decided upon the dissolution of the 
remaining Leagues; and decrees which were signed on the 18th June and 
promulgated on the following day dissolved the Croix de Feu, the Jeunesses 
Patriotes, and the Solidarity Fran 9 aise. 
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Signor Mussolini’s star which, was observable at the turn of the 
calendar year. This homage of the French Fascists to Signor Mussolini 
in 1935 — ^which reminded a historian of the relation between the 
Prussian reactionaries and the Czar Nicholas I a hundred years 
earlier — ^was evidently a factor of considerable effect in determining 
the direction of French foreign policy under Monsieur LavaFs 
regime. 

There were, of course, other considerations which inclined a large 
section of French public opinion, at any rate for the time, to support 
Monsieur Laval’s policy of treating Signor Mussolini’s breach of the 
Covenant with the utmost leniency. While France had recently been 
drawn towards Italy by the conclusion of the Franco-Italian Pact of 
the 7th January, she had still more recently been alienated from Great 
Britain by the signature, on the 18th June, of the Anglo-Gennau 
Naval Agreement — ^the reception of which in France has been de- 
scribed in another context.^ Again, the French were inhibited from 
taking Italy’s aggression against Abyssinia to heart by the narrow- 
ness of their political horizon, which hardly extended beyond the 
boundaries of Europe — ^notwithstanding the fact that France at tliLS 
time stood second only to Great Britain as a colonial Power, and 
that she had possessions and interests all over the World, and nowhere 
on a larger scale than in Africa. In spite of this, the French were 
apt to think of the League of Nations as an essentially European 
organization, and, more than that, as an organization which was 
designed to operate against one, and only one, European Power. In 
fact, the essential function of the League, in French eyes, was to 
mobilize the rest of Europe in support of France in the event of France 
again being attacked by Germany ; and the obsession of France by 
her fear of Germany counted for more, in deter minin g French policy 
towards the Italo-Abyssinian conflict in 1935, than all the above- 
mentioned considerations taken together. 

To English minds at this time it seemed evident that the most 
likely way to deter Germany from committing any act of aggression 
that she might be contemplating would be to give her an object lesson 
with Italy as the corpus vile. For if once it could be shown that one 
(even the weakest) of the Great Powers was unable to repudiate its 
obligations under the Covenant with impunity, then other Great 
Powers (even the strongest) might shrink from challenging a system 
of collective security which had thus approved itself in action. In 
other circunastances the French might perhaps have rejoiced to see 
English minds thinking in so rationally French a fashion ; but in 1936 
^ See tke Survey for 1935, voL i. Part I, section (vi) (i). 
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the French were inhibited by fear — as the EngUsh usually were by 
intellectaal laziness — ^froin taking long views. Indeed, by this time, 
the French were too thoroughly frightened to be capable any longer 
of taking even the elementary precaution of concealing their trepida- 
tion ; and vso, in tliis critical hour, they exposed themselves to the eyes 
of an astonished world in the most perilous of all postures : the posture 
of the rabbit which crouches, paralysed by terror, under the malig- 
nant spell of the advancing stoat. The disintegrating effect of German 
rearmainent upon Fi'ench moral was an aid to Signor Mussohni, in his 
African adventure, wliich was as valuable as it was unintended. 


(e) The British Standpoint 

As de])icted by Jtalian pencils, the British in 1935 cut an odious 
ligiu'e ; for, according to Signor Gayda and other wiiters in the Itahan 
])ress, the British attitude towards Signor Mussolini’s East African 
enterprise was a supreme example of ‘British hypocrisy’. 

The Italian critics of British policy denounced as utterly insincere 
the current British professions of devotion to the League of Nations 
and faithfulness to British obligations under the Covenant and sym- 
pathy for a weak nation which was being attacked by a strong neigh- 
bour. In reality, so the Italians would have it, the British cared for 
none of these things ; their motive in putting these principles forward 
was simply to place the Italians in an unfavourable hght and to decoy 
the other states members of the League into ranging themselves, 
against their own true interests and intentions, in support of certain 
concrete British interests for which these lofty British professions 
provided a screen. The true reason (so the Italians proclaimed) for 
Great Britain’s determination to thwart Italy’s East African plans 
was her anxiety to retain an exclusive British control over the sea- 
passage from England through the Red Sea and over the water-supply 
for the irrigation of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan from the source of 
the Blue Nile in Lake Tana. These alleged British motives were 
denounced, by the Italians who attributed them to British minds, as 
being both selfish and otiose and futile. The motives were selfish 
because the interests were not of an order of magnitude that would 
justify Whitehall, on the strength of them, in blocking the sole avenue 
to the acquisition of a colonial empire that remained open to Italy. 
They were otiose because the local British vested interests — at any 
rate the British hydrographical interests in that portion of the basin 
of the Blue Nile that lay in Abyssinian territory — were already safe- 
guarded by existing treaties to which Italy, as well as Great Britain, 
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was a party. ^ Finally these British motives were futile because at 
any rate in the matter of the naval control over the passage t o liulia 
— Italy already held Great Britain at her mercy. It was idle tor tlie 
British to seek to prevent an increase of Italian naval power in the 
Red Sea when, owmg to the invention of flying, the British Navy luul 
already forfeited to the Italian Air Force that command over the 
channel between the north-western and the south-eastern basin ol the 
Mediterranean which had formerly been dominated hj the British 
naval base at Malta. Thus, on Italian showing, there was as little to 
be said for British policy from the British as from the Italian ])oiiit ol 
view. The true British interest, as expounded by Itahan ])ublieists, 
lay rather in winning the lasting gratitude of England’s old friend 
Italy by maintaming a benevolent neutrahty while Italy sated lu^i* 
colonial appetite at the expense, not of the British Empire, but ol a 
third party whom the British, after all, had no reason to love. 

This last Italian point was based on the experience, which the 
British had shared with Abyssinia’s two other neighbours the Italians 
and the French, of Abyssinian raids across the border in quest of game 
or slaves. These Abyssinian forays had gradually become more 
serious as the ample territories which had fallen to the Ethiopian 
Empire in the partition of Africa had been occupied progressively, 
up to the agreed international frontiers, by Amharan feudal chieis 
whom the Government at Addis Ababa found it easier to commission 
than to control. This nuisance was not an exclusively Abyssinian 
phenomenon ; for the Lion of the Tribe of Judah was not the only 
shareholder in the territorial spoils of the Dark Continent who had 
found it difficult to assert de facto a sovereignty which had been 
recognized by other share-holders de jure. In the Italian colony of 
Libya, for instance, a European Government had experienced similar 
difficulties in making its writ run in the wilderness ; and in the eastern 
portion of this Italian domain the Sanusiyah had for many years 
made themselves as obnoxious to the Egyptian authorities on the 
other side of the frontier as to the Italian authorities whose title to 
the Libyan oases the Sanusiyah refused to recognize. In the history 
of Africa’ during the preceding half-century such situations had been 
not uncommon. At the same time, the nuisance and the scandal of 
the Abyssinian raids into foreign territories had come, during the 
post-war period, to stand in a class apart in some respects. In the first 
place, these Abyssinian raids were mostly perpetrated by — or at least 
under the auspices of — chieftains who were the representatives 

^ See the Survey for 1929^ pp. 213-16, 218 seyy., and the present volume, 
pp, 27, above, and i93, footnote 3, below. 
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of the Abyssinian CJovernmcnt and not rebels against its authority. 
In the s(^con(l place, they were peculiarly iniquitous inasmuch as the 
principal quarry in view was not game or oven cattle but slaves. 
In the third place, this Abyssinian nuisance show^ed no sign of abating 
- “in contrast to the Sanusi nuisance, which had been thoroughly, 
though belatedly, put down, between the years 1922 and 1928 by 
effective Italian military operations.^ 

Tlu^so Abyssinian raids were a greater plague for the British Em- 
[)ii‘e than for Italy or France in proportion to the greater length of the 
frontiiu's, marching with Abyssinian territory, for the poheing of which 
the British authorities were responsible The total length of Abyssinia’s 
common Irontiers vith territories under British administration — ^the 
British Kenya (Jolony, the British Somaliland Protectorate, and the 
A agio -Egyptian Sudan — ^w'as about 1,900 miles, as against about 
1,100 miles of common frontiers between Abyssinia and the two 
Italian colonies of Eritrea and Somalia, and only about 200 between 
Abyssinia and the enclave of Fi‘onch territory round Tajui*a Bay.^ 
The extent to which some of these adjoining British territories suffered 
IVom Abyssinian incursions during the post-war years may be gauged 
from the nicord presented in three British parliamentary papers^ — 
the two most recent of which were quoted verbatim in the appendix 
to the memorandum on the situation in Ethiopia, dated the 4th 
September, 1935, which was presented by the Italian Government 
to the League of Nations.^ The second of these British official docu- 
ments included a return of 139 raids, all told, that had been made 
into live provinces of the Sudan, four districts of Kenya, and also 
into British Somaliland, during the years 1916 to 1927 inclusive, with 
notes of the identity of the perpetrators, the scene of action, the 
nature and amount of the loot, and the number of the casualties on 
oitlier side. No comparable loss, injury, trouble or expense was in- 
flicted during the same period by Abyssinian hands ui)on the terri- 
tories, administrators and re&sortwsants of Italy or France,^ Yet the 
British Government never thought of making this very serious 
nuisance a cemes belli. They recognized that the raids were perpetrated 

^ For the earlier stages of these operations, sec the Survey for 1925^ voL i, 
pp. 102-3 : see also F. lo Bello : ‘Les premieiB dix ana de V Occupation italieime 
on Oyr^uaiquo’ (in L'Afrigue Frangatse, April 1926, pp. 178-84). 

® These figures are inexact, since a great part of the Itolo-Ahyssinian fron- 
tiers was HtiU undelimited in 1935. 

* Cmd. 2553 of 1925; Gmd. 3217 of 1928; Omd. 4163 of 1932. 

^ Olficial English translation in League of Nations Official J ournal, N ovemher 
1935, pp. 1355-1608. 

® For the Abyssinian raids into Italian territory dimng the years 1923 to 
1936 inclusive, see pp. 131-3, below. 
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against the will of the nominally responsible Government at Addis 
Ababa ; and they believed that the most effective, as well as the most 
equitable, way of dealing with this evil was to maintain friendly rela- 
tions with that Government and to support, as far as possible, their 
manifestly sincere endeavours to impose law and order u])on their 
turbulent outlying vassals on the hinges of the Ethiopian Empire. 

It is true that a more mihtant intention, ms-a-vis Abyssinia, was 
attributed to Great Britain, on the strength of what seemed llimsy 
evidence, in one of the earliest articles m Signor Gayda’s anti- Ihitisii 
press campaign in the Giornale d' Italia?' To an English reader, how- 
ever, this accusation read less like a bona fide indictment than likc^ a 
transparent attempt to excuse in advance the mihtant action wdiioh 
by that time Signor Mussohni had made up his mind to take against 
Abyssinia ; for the Itahan Government would have fore-armed tliem- 
selves against British criticism if they could have shown that they 
were merely anticipating the British Government in the execution of 
designs which were also cherished by the British themselves. In tht^ 
same breath the Itahan pubheist charged his British bugbears with 
making preparations to attack Abyssinia and with supplying muni- 
tions of war to the Abyssinian Government! Did Signor Gay da and 
his compatriots genuinely beheve in their own diatribe in them licart 
of hearts ? Or were they constrained to cast Great Britain for the 
role of the villain of the piece because this was the only alternative 
to accepting this role for themselves ? Manifestly it was impossible 
that Italy could be handsomely in the right unless Great Britain were 
flagrantly in the wrong. At this point observation passes over into 
conjecture ; and it may be more profitable to tmm from these Itahan 
interpretations of the British standpoint to the picture as it presented 
itself in British eyes. 

One important element in this picture was eventually brought to 
fight by Signor Gayda himself when, in the Giornale Italia of the 
20thFebruary, 1936, he published — ^partly verbatim and partly in the 
form of a precis— the contents of a confidential British state jiapcr 
which had fallen into Itahan hands.^ The history of this document— 
which may be assumed, in default of a British dementi, to have boon 
more or less accurately reproduced in Signor Gayda^s Italian version— 
was divulged in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 24th 


2 ^ItaUa, 22ud and 24th May, 1935 

statements in the House of Commons at Westminster on 
Secretary of State did S 

f admitted that it had come into sLL? 
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February, 1030, by Mr. Eden, wlio was at that time Secretary of 
State lor Foreign Affaii’s in the Government of the United Kingdom. 

lovards the end of Janiiar}^ 1935, when the Abj^ssinian situation 
was alreail\ a eauae of preoccupation to His Majesty’s Government 
as nieinher of Ihc Couneil of the League, an inquiry was made by the 
Italian Loxenmient as to tlie nature and extent of British interests 
in Abyssinia An Jnter-Dejiartmental Committee was thereupon set 
np, under t lie ehainnaualiip of the Permanent Under- Secretary of State 
for the Colonies,^ for the pui’pose of estimating British interests in 
A])yswinia and ot attempting an appreciation of the extent to which 
those interests might bo affected by external events. . . It was in no 
sense the task ot this Coininittce to deal with His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. s obligations under the Covenant or to attempt to frame a policy 
for His Majesty’s Government in what had by that time come to be 
the possibility of serious trouble between Italy and Abyssinia Had it 
been otherwise the Committee would have been differently constituted. 
It was men^ly eoncenicd to estabhah facts. 

The (Vminuitec’s investigation naturally occupied some time, and in 
th(* idtimate event no specific reply w’as returned to the Italian inquiry, 
owing to the fact that, by the time the examination was completed, the 
rapid (lcvelo])ment of Itahan activities in regard to Abyssinia was 
bi‘ginning to raise the whole question of the integrity of Abyssmia, as 
to whic‘h any personal interests \vore naturally subordinated to our 
obligjitions as a member of the League 

The Committee reported to the then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs on the 18th June last, and its report was to the effect that there 
was no important British interest in Abyssinia with the exception of 
Ijake Tsana, the waters of the Blue Nile, and certain tribal grazing 
riglits. 

According to Signor Gayda’s version of the report, the committee 
considered, not only what the local British interests in Abyssinia 
w^cre, but also how these interests would be affected in the event of an 
Italian conquest of the Ethiopian Empire . According to Signor Gayda, 
the second and third of the nine principal conclusions of the report 
were to the following effect : 

(2) There are no vital British interests 'in Abyssinia or adjoining 
countries such as to necessitate British resistance to an Italian conquest 
of Abyssinia. Italian control of Abyssinia would on some grounds be 
advantageous, on others disadvantageous. In general, as far as local 
British interests are concerned, it would be a matter of indifference 
whether Abyssinia remained independent or was absorbed by Italy. 

(3) Prom the standpoint of Imperial defence, an independent Abys- 
sinia would be preferable to an Italian Abyssinia, but the threat to 
British interests appears distant and would depend only on a war 
against Italy, which for the moment appears improbable. 

In British eyes Signor Gayda’s revelation appeared to refute the 
Italian publicist’s own contention that the British championship of 



44 


Sect 11 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

the Covenant masked a selfish concern for local British interests, and 
to bear out the British contention that the professed motive of British 
pohey was in fact the genuine motive on which the British G ovcrnnKuit 
and the British pubhc were acting. As Mr. Eden put it at the t‘los(^ 
of the statement quoted above, 

This ... IS precisely the consideration which has underlain e\ery 
authoritative statement of the policy of His Majesty’s Government in 
the Italo-Ethiopian dispute. That pohey has been inspired by no selfish 
or ulterior motive, but solely by consideration of the duties inc‘innl)ent 
on Has Majesty’s Government as a member of the League of Nations 
and as whole-hearted supporters of the doctrine of collective security. 

At the same time, in seeking to account for the policy which W'as 
actually pursued by the British Government, most candid-minded 
British observers would have readily admitted — and this whether 
they were supporters of the Government’s policy or opponents of it— 
that, in setting themselves to carry out a substantial ]iart of tiieir 
obligations under the Covenant, and in accepting such risks as were 
involved in executing the Covenant to this limited extent, the British 
Government were moved in part by the consideration of one Britisli 
interest which was of supreme importance in the eyes of aU intelligent 
British statesmen and students of affairs. This acknowledged Bidtish 
interest, however, was not one of those which had been comprised 
within the terms of reference of Sir John Maffey’s committee, nor was 
it one of those which had attracted the attention of Italian critioKS ; 
for it was not a local interest connected with the Red Sea and the 
Blue Nile or even with the Black Continent and ‘the White Man's 
Burden’, but a general interest of world-wide range ; and it was not 
a material interest but one of a social and juridical character. This 
supreme British interest, which undoubtedly did count for much in 
the determination of British policy towards the Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict, was an interest in the maintenance, in the realm of inter- 
national relations, of the recently and precariously asserted rule of 
international law and order — ^particularly as this was embodied in 
the Covenant and in the constitution of the League of Nations. 

Embracing, as it did at this time, approximately one-quarter of the 
population and one-fifth of the land-surface of the globe, the British 
Empire was scattered over the face of the planet ; and it was no longer 
strategically defensible, in its totality, against a possible coalition 
of predatory Powers. It had been put together in an age when all the 
Great Powers of the World, apart from Great Britain herself, were 
to be found within the boundaries of the Continent of Europe, and 
when the British sea-power which insulated the European Continent 
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fi'oni the British Isles and from the Overseas World was stronger than 
the aggregate sea-]>o\ver of the Continental European countries — 
supposing that, they could ever have sunk their own rivalries and 
tpiarrels to the point of combining against the United Kingdom. On 
the other hand, in 1935 the British Empire was only one of three 
jirineipal naval Powers in the post-war world; and both of the other 
two — the United States and Japan — ^lay outside Europe in strategic 
])ositions from which they could take the British Empire in the rear 
in the evemt of a conflict. At the same time the conquest of the air 
had ixilibocl (Jreat Britain herself of her immemorially old strategic 
insularity and had welded her on to the rest of Europe 'by ties as 
light as ah' and as strong as links of iron’.^ With her dense popula- 
tion, her fa r gone urbanization and industrialization, and the location 
of her vast capital city in the corner of the island that lay nearest 
to the tV)nlinent, Great Britain was peculiarly exposed to the danger 
of air attack. In fact, London, with the estuary of the Thames as 
a gigantic natural pointer for the pilots of hostile aircraft, was perhaps 
in deadlier peril from the air than any other great city in the World 
at this time. Nor was the delicacy of the British Empire’s condition 
at this date merely external and strategic. The Empire was also in 
the throes of an immense internal metamorphosis through which it 
was changing itself from a collection of colonies, dependencies 
and protectorates of the United Kingdom into a commonwealth of 
nations freely associated on a footing of equality. When this trans- 
formation was complete, the Empire-turned-Commonwealth might 
look forward to becoming stronger than ever before. But so long 
as the process lasted — and it was bound to be slow — it manifestly 
rendered the whole organism peculiarly vulnerable. 

In these new circumstances it was evidently not unreasonable 
for British statesmen to take the view that the legitimate security 
of the liritish Empire could not be assured by any less sweeping or 
less ambitious measure than that of assuring the security of the 
whole world -wide society of which the British Empire itself was so 
largo and so ubiquitous a member. It might be argued that the 
British Empire could not, in the post-war circumstances, feel safe 
from the peril of some lawless, and perhaps fatal, attack unless and 
until the ancient international anarchy were effectively put down 
and the reign of law established over the whole field of international 
relations. It might also bo argued that this supreme British interest 

^ Lord Groy of Fallodoni speech broadcast on the 14th November, 1924, 
quoted in The Conduct of British Brnfire Foreign Belations since the Peace 
Settlement^ p. 7. 
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was also the supreme interest of the whole World, inasmuch as 
international law and order were in the true interests of the wliole 
of Manldnd and of all the parochial states among which the living 
generation was partitioned — whereas the desire to perpetuate Iht' 
reign of violence in international affairs was an anti-social desire 
which was not even in the ultimate interests of the citizens of 
the handful of states that officially professed this beniglited and 
anachronistic creed. For British statesmanship, the case for throw- 
ing the weight of British power and influence into tlic international 
scales on the side of world order was equally cogent from the domestic 
standpoint, since there were strong reasons for holding that the 
British Commonwealth of Nations could only perfect and inamtain 
itself within the wider framework of an international League of 
Nations, and that their common international obligations as follow 
states members of the League were hkely in future to be the chief 
practical bonds between the several Commonwealth countries.’ 

This was not only a reasonable British pohey ; it was also, during 
the period under review, the actual policy of His Britannic Majesty’s 
several Governments in the United Kingdom and in the other self- 
governing dominions of the British Crown (notwithstanding a certain 
difference of emphasis and outlook between different members of 
the Cabinet at Westminster, and a momentaiy lapse of some days’ 
duration in December 1935 when the Cabinet at Westminster was 
supporting ' the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan ’ ) , In a parliamentary demo- 
cratic state it ought in theory to be a matter of course that the 
Government’s policy should correspond to the will of a majority of 
the electorate ; and in the case in point the mastery of the people 
over the Government was duly proved to be a reality by a sensational 
demonstration of the prevailing public opinion — a demonstration 
which recalled the Government, after a short term of truancy, to the 
line of policy which they had previously been following in execution 
of the people’s will. In this cogent and convincing way the element 

^ The importance of this consideration is noticed by two acute French 
observers, Monsieur P. Vaucher and Monsieur P.-H. Siriex, in L^Opmion Britan- 
nAque, la ScciM des Nations et la guerre iialo-ithiopienne — Publication du 
Centre d’Etudes de Politique fitrang^re, Section d’ Information, No. 2 (Paris, 
1936, Hartmann), p. 92. It had already come to light in the discussions at an 
unofficial conference of representatives of six out of seven states members of 
the British Commonwealth that was held at Toronto m September 1933 (see 
British Commonwealth delations: Proceedings of the Pirst Unofficial Conference 
hdd at Toronto, 11th to 21st September, 1933, edited by A. J. Toynbee [Oxford 
University Press, 1934] ). Finally the point was driven home in a letter of the 
9th April from a distinguished Canadian correspondent, Mr. J, M. Maodonell, 
which was published in The Times on the 21st April, 1936. 
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in llio United Kingdom that was in favour of at least a partial fulfil- 
ment of the League Covenant in respect of the Italo-Abyssinian 
conllici made it clear that it was in a strong majority. 

At the same time the British nation was not unanimously in 
fa\T)u r o L the policy which constitutionally prevailed. For the eventual 
benefit oi averting more serious future risks — which was this policy’s 
]u*inci])al aim ^liad to be paid for in advance at the price of in- 
curring ])resent risks which might be smaller in themselves but which 
were nevc^rtheless more unpleasant at the moment by reason of their 
closer imminence The British advocates of the long-range policy of 
fulfilling the Covenant were opposed by British advocates of a short- 
range policy of avoiding even the slightest risk of involving the British 
Empire m war here and now. According to this opposing view — 
which (‘oincided in largo measure with a view put forward by Signor 
INlussolini^ an immechate w’ar between European Great Powers was 
the gr(^at(\si conceivable calamity into which the World could fall; 
and it followed that this calamity ought to be staved off at almost 
any ])riee — even at the price of tolerating an unjust and illegal aggres- 
sion on the part ol a Great Power against a weak country, and at 
the still heavier price of encouraging all other predatorily inclined 
Great JV)wei‘s to do likewise on the strength of a practical demonstra- 
tion that the supreiiic international crime could be committed with 
impunity. The gist of this poHoy was to make sure of avoiding a 
jirosimt (‘vil while leaving the future to take care of itself; and it 
might have- Ix^en supposed that its advocates would all have been 
adiu‘ rents to some single school of political philosophy. In fact, 
howov<‘r, this ‘anti-League' policy found support at both of the two 
c*xtremit ies of the British political gamut— from the Tacifists’ on 
the extreme Lc‘ft and from the ‘Die-hards’ on the extreme Right, ^ 
wlio, to their mutual surprise, now found themselves directing their 
fire no longer at one another but at the ‘ Sanctionist ’ majority in 
between them, wliilc the ‘Sanctionists’ were equally surprised to 
find themselves engaged independently by two different enemies 
from oi>posito flanks.® 

^ See p. liO, above. 

® *11 ohI, done vraiment paradoxal do qualifier d^unp^rialiste un mouve- 
mout dN)piiu()n quo Ics repr<§8entant8 attitr4s de rirup^rialisme out tout fait 
pour conjurer/ — Vauclior and Siriex, op. dt,, p. 55. 

• It is i)erhapfl also worth mentioning that an isolationism — ^in the spirit of 
the rhetorical question * Am I my brother’s keeper ? ’ — ^was being preached to 
the newspaper readers of the United Kingdom, year in and year out, with all 
the artifices of a latter-day journalistic technique, in the newspapers owned 
by Lord Rothermere and Lord Beaverbrook. In the formation of British 
public feeling and opinion on foreign affairs, this isolationist dnun fire from 
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Even the most summary survey of British policy tou'arcls tlu^ 
Italo -Abyssinian dispute would be incomplete witlioiit a glance at 
the consolidation of the ^ Sanctionist ’ bloc of opinion as a result ol 
the so-called Teace Ballot which had been launclied in the United 
Kingdom in 1934 ; at the influence of the results of the Teace Ballot 
upon the policy of the Government , at the split between Sanc*- 
tionists’ and ^ Pacifists \ and the rapprochement between ‘Taeilists 
and ^Die-hards’, which were brought to light by the Peace Ballot 
and which came to a head, when the international crisis ariived, 
both in the proceedings at political party conferences and in the 
letters published in the press ; and finally at the second demonstra- 
tion of the strength of the ^ Sanctionist ’ fcchng in the country, wlnni 
it compelled Mr. Baldwin, in December 1935, to abandon liis sii])port 
of ^ the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan 

The British National Peace Ballot was a private enterprise which 
was set on foot in March 1934 by the League of Nations Union and 
was eventually carried out by a National Declaration Oommittc'c 
representing not only the Union itself but also thirty-eight other 
private organizations for public ends which had accc])ted an invita- 
tion to co-operate with the Union for this pmpose. The Ballot was 
held on the following questionnaire, which was voted upon on and 
after the 12th November, 1934: 

1. Should Great Britain remain a member of the League of Nations ? 

2. Are you in favour of an all-round reduction in armaments by 
international agreement ? 

3. Are you in favour of an all-round abofition of national military 
and naval aircraft by international agreement ? 

4. Should the manufacture and sale of armaments for private profit 
be prohibited by international agreement ? 

5. Do you consider that, if a nation insists on attacking another, the 
other nations should combine to compel it to stop by 

(a) Economic and non-military measures ? 

{b) If necessary, military measures ? 

Widespread public attention was first caUod to this undertaking 
by a correspondence — ^published in the press during the fourth week 
in July — between Lord Cecil of Chelwood, who was one of the prin- 
cipal promoters of the Ballot, and the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the National Union of Conservative and Unionist 

innumerable rolls of news-prmt was an imponderable factor the importance 
of which it was peculiarly difficult to estimate. The relation between the 
physical oiroulation of newspapers and the psychological effect of their con- 
tents was one of the sociological mysteries of the Great Society of the day. 

^ Eor a brilliant account of the Peace Ballot by two discerning French 
observers, see op. ci#,, pp. 31-61. 
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Associations, Colonel George Herbert. This correspondence arose 
out of the latter body's refusal of the League of Nations Union’s 
invitation to co-operate — an invitation which the League of Nations 
Union, as a non-party organization incorporated under a Royal 
Chai-ter, had addressed to the party organizations of all the three 
political parties of the United Kingdom. Colonel Herbert formulated 
objections, in an ascending order of seriousness, to questions 3, 
4, and 5 and his comment on the last was so closely relevant to 
the issue which actually arose next year between Great Britain and 
Italy, after Italy had insisted upon attacking Abyssinia, that it 
deserves quotation: 

This, too, does not seem to be so phrased as to give a possibility to the 
uninformed voter of arrivmg at a well-balanced judgement on the subject. 
He is asked whether, if one nation insists upon attacking another, the 
other nations should compel it to stop by (a) economic and non-military 
measures, and (6), if necessary, mihtary measures. The impression which 
is given is that it might be quite possible for a nation to impose an 
economic blockade with certamty that it would not lead to war This 
is, in fact, not the case. The imposition of an economic blockade might 
very well lead to such a situation that war was the inevitable result 
In fact, it would in reality be impossible to vote for (a) without bemg 
ready also to vote for (6). Yet this is not explained. 

The attitude adopted by Colonel Herbert’s organization was sup- 
ported on the 27th July in a leading article in The Times^ in which 
a douche of cold water was poured upon the projected Ballot from 
the point of view of persons who 

genuinely regard the whole busmess as a deplorable waste of time and 
effort, and perhaps even as being of doubtful assistance to the cause 
of peace. The completed document, in their honest opinion, would have 
not the very smallest practical effect even if it were signed by every man, 
woman, and child in every town and village in the land. 

This article was a testimony to the public importance of the Ballot 
and to the private embarrassment of those elements in the Conserva- 
tive Party that were unwilling to associate themselves with it. There 
was evidently some force in their contention that the questions were 
being presented in a misleadingly simplified form and that a great 
majority of the voters would be incompetent to make any serious 
judgment on the real issues ; but this contention — ^which might have 
been put forward without inconsistency by an authoritarian single- 
party organization in a totalitarian state— came awkwardly from a 
body which existed precisely for the purpose of canvassing the elec- 

^ See the text of his explanatory letter, oiroulated to all constitueuoy 
organizations, in The Times, 24th Jrdy, 1934* 

U B 
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torate on aU manner of public questions, many of wliicli wore cer- 
tainly not less intricate than those that were now being })ui before 
self-same electorate by the National Declaration Committee. ( Vilouel 
Herbert and his fiiends were also visibly embarrassed at tinding them- 
selves constrained, by their objections to the terms of the c|uestaon- 
naire, to refuse co-operation in an undertaking which was admittedly 
being launched by its promoters out of genuine enthusiasm for whati 
was recognized to be a non-party national cause, when tlu^ otln^r 
two party organizations were co-operating with alacrity. The (h‘grc‘e 
of this embarrassment could be measured by that of the resentment 
which visibly accompanied it. As the canvassing 'went on, this hos- 
tility spread to higher spheres, and on the 8th November the Ballot- 
received an even greater recognition than had been given to it in The 
Times on the 27th July: it was attacked in the House of Clommons 
at Westminster by the Foreign Secretary, Sir John Simon, with 
the support of Sir Austen Chamberlain. A more bitter onslaught was 
delivered by the First Lord of the Admiralty, Sir Bolton Byrc\M- 
Monsell, in a letter to the Chairman of the Evesham Divisional (Con- 
servative Association the Foreign Secretary returned to the attack 
on the 22nd November in the House of Commons ; and at a t^ouserva- 
tive meeting at Glasgow on the 23rd November Mr. Stanley Baldwin 
— at that time leader of the Conservative Party and Lord P]’’esidcnt 
of the Council in His Majesty’s Government in the United Hingdom — 
denounced the Peace Ballot in even stronger terms and took this as 
a text for the following diatribe against a collective peace system 

It is curious that there is gro'wing among the Labour Party support 
for what is called a collective peace system. A collective peace system, 
in my 'view, is perfectly impracticable in view of the fact to-day that 
the United States is not yet, to our unbounded regret, a member of the 
League of Nations and that in the last two or three years two Great 
Powers, Germany and Japan, have both retired from it. It is hardly 
worth considering when those be the facts. A collective peace systeili 
would never be undertaken without those countries, Of that ! am 
certain, and, so long as I have any responsibility in a Government for 
deciding whether or not this country shall join in a collective peace 
system, I wiU say this: never as an individual will I sanction the 
British Navy being used for an armed blockade of any country in the 
world until I know what the United States of America is going to do. 

This passage reads strangely in the light of the fact that tho 
country of whose Government the speaker was at this time an im- 
portant member was — and had been for nearly fifteen years past — 
a state member of the League of Nations ; but it reads more strangely 

^ See an extract from this letter in The Times, 17th November, 1934, 
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still in the light of the poHcy which was actually adopted next year 
by the same Mr. Baldwin as Prime [Minister. 

Meanwhile the undertaking went steadily on and grew, in the 
process, to dimensions which perhaps surprised even the promoters. 
l''hc cost of the headquarters organization alone was £12,000, which 
was raised partly by the participating organizations and partly by 
individual subscriptions ; over and above this, each local committee 
met its own expenses ; and the detailed work of canvassing and of 
distributing and collecting the papers was performed by voluntary 
unpaid workers whose number totalled half a miUion. The actual 
distribution of the voting papers began on the 12th November, 1934, 
and the figures of the result were annomiced by Lord Cecil on 
the 27th June, 1035, at a meeting in the Albert Hall. The figures 
speak for themselves : — 


QuesUon, 

Yes, 

No. 

Douhiful. 

Abstentions. 

1 

11,090,387 

355,883 

10,470 

102,425 

2 

10,470,489 

862,775 

12,062 

213,839 

3 

9,533,558 

1,689,786 

16,976 

318,845 

4 

10,417,329 

775,415 

15,076 

351,345 

ISa 

10,027,608 

635,074 

27,255 

865,107 

5 6 

6,784,368 

2,351,981 

40,893 

2,364,441 


Total votes 13,669,165. 


On Questions 5 a and 5 h the statement 'I accept the Christian 
Pacifist attitude’ was allowed as an alternative to the answer ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’. On Question 5 a 14,121 votes of this kind were recorded 
and 17,482 on Question 5 6. 

The total number of votes cast represented more than 37*9 per 
cent, of the total number of voters over the age of eighteen in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and perhaps fifty per cent, of the 
voters who had been actually canvassed. These were astonishing 
figures for a private enterprise wliich had been carried out without 
either the official organization or the artificially stimulated excite- 
ment of a general election. But the size of the total vote, remarkable 
though it was, was still not so significant as the strength of the 
majorities in favour of an affirmative answer to aU six questions. 
Even the formidable Question 6 &, on sanctions of a military character, 
was answered in favour of applying collective military sanctions, if 
necessary, by nearly three affirmative votes to every one adverse 
vote and one £|,bstention, while in favour of economic sanctions there 
were nearly sixte’en times as many affirmative votes as adverse votes, 
and more than eleven times as many affirmative votes as absten- 
tions. 

The political significance of these results was revealed by the almost 
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ludicrously frank precipitancy with which the leading members of 
the United Kingdom Government now changed theix tune. Already 
before the end of the calendar year 1934 Sir John Simon — ^in a letter^ 
regarding the Peace Ballot which was addressed to the Honorary 
Secretary of the Gildersome Branch of the League of Nations Union 
— ^was protesting that, in his speeches in the House of Commons on 
the 8th and the 22nd November, he had never expressed himself as 
opposed to the Ballot as a whole, but had confined his criticisms 
to Question 4. And it was in vain that, on the 28th June, 1935 — 
the morning after the announcement of the result m the Albert Hall 
— The Times devoted another leading article to behtthng the Ballot 
as 'barren' even though 'impressive'. The leader-writer’s thesis that 
the Government had 'learnt nothing that it did not know already’ 
was decisively refuted when, on the 23rd July, 1935, a deputation 
from the National Declaration Committee, headed by Lord Cecil 
and the Dean of Chichester, was received by Mr. Baldwin (now Prime 
Minister) in the company of Sir Samuel Hoare (Sir John Simon’s 
successor at the Foreign Office)^ and Mr. Anthony Eden (the Minister 
for League of Nations Affairs, who was destined, within less than 
six months from this date, to be borne by the tide of those eleven and 
a half million votes into Sir Samuel Hoare’s dramatically vacated 
place). In replying to the deputation’s spokesman, Mr. Baldwin 
observed that Lord Cecil had said that it was a national declaration, 
and he added that he himself received it as such. His reply continued 
as follows : 

The deputation will be aware that the foreign policy of the Govern- 
ment is founded upon the League of Nations This has been many times 
made plain not only by my own declarations and those of my colleagues 
but also by the actions of this Government at Geneva, where on repeated 
occasions we have taken the lead in endeavouring to secure the settle- 
ment of international disputes by peaceful means in accordance with 
the terms of the Covenant. I am therefore interested to receive from 
the deputation an account of the purpose and outcome of the Peace 
Ballot. 

You win not expect me to discuss with you in detail the questions 
which you set out in your questionnaire. Some of them, I will teU you 
frankly, I would have wished to see put in a different form. I cannot, 
however, but be grateful for your action in coming to see me, or fail to 
appreciate and admire the immense amount of voluntary work that 
has been done on behalf of the League. 

I am glad to know that I correctly interpret your sentiments when 

^ Abstract in The Times, 17th December, 1934. 

® It was to Sir Samuel Hoare’s good offices that the reception of the National 
Declaration Committee’s deputation by the three Ministers of the Crown 
was due. 
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I say that the object of the ballot was by no moans to criticise the 
Government, even though some may have endeavoured to use the move- 
ment for this purpose, but rather to show the Government that we have 
a large volume of public opinion behind us m the efforts which we are 
to-day making to maintain the authority of the League of Nations. 

Wo value tln.s support We are living in a period of very disturbed 
international relations, and 1 am glad of this opportunity to assure the 
deputation that the Government mtend to persist m the pohey that 
they have hitherto pursued, and that the League of Nations remains, 
as 1 said in a speech in Yorkshire, ‘the sheet-anchor of British policy’. 

In effect the Prime Minister was confessing himself to be a captive 
of Lord C’ccil’s bow and spear. He had found himself eonstrained to 
pay heed to the voice of eleven and a half million electors whose 
vote might turn the scale when next Mr. Baldwin’s Government 
ajipealcd to the country ; and the truth that the Government were 
submitting to be led by public opinion was only thinly disguised by 
the Prime Minister’s formula that it was the Government that were 
being followed by the people along a path which the Government had 
struck out for themselves. The success of the Peace Ballot had 
evidently made all the deeper an impression upon Mr-. Baldwin’s 
mind for being unexpected ; and while the moral and political value 
of his capitulation was no doubt diminished by his partial confession 
that it had gone against the grain with him, he was at any rate 
debarred from attempting to excuse his temporary lapse, four and a 
half months later, from the policy to which he had committed himself 
in replying to this deputation on the 23rd July, by pleading that, 
in following the lead of the Peace Ballot, he had been simply submit- 
ting to force majeure. When public opinion declared itself again in 
December in order to bring the Government back into the path from 
which they were then deviating, Mr. Baldwin’s plea was that he had 
supposed — ^until the public had taught him better — ^that his crooked 
side-track was still the rectilinear King’s highway. 

The effect of the Peace Ballot upon the policy of Mr Baldwin’s 
Government was, indeed, both profound and enduring. The impres- 
siveness of the size of the figures was reinforced by the timeliness 
of the dates at which the final result was declared and at which Lord 
Cecil’s deputation waited on the Prime Minister. Indeed, the promoters 
of the Ballot in the spring of 1934 could never have guessed how 
nicely timed their action would prove to be ; for the interval between 
the 27th Juno and the 23rd July saw the main interest and anxiety 
in the arena of international affairs shift over from the European 
to the African part of the floor; and by the latter of these two 
dates it must already have been clear to Mr. Baldwin that the 
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Italo-Abyssinian conflict could no longer be damped down but u'as 
destined after all to flame up into a formidable conflagration. Coming 
at this moment, an unprecedentedly representative and cuipliatit*, 
expression of public opinion on the issue of the hour had a perhaps 
decisive influence upon the Government’s policy. This influonoe 
declared itself with striking force in Sir Samuel Hoare's speech at 
Geneva on the 1 1th September } it could be seen in the part that was 
played by Mr. Eden in the organization and imposition of sanctions 
in October and it was manifest again in the antecedents and results 
of the general election in the United Kingdom which was held on 
the 14th November.^ Critics who censured the Governincnt for 
advising a dissolution at this date pointed out that the dominant issue 
in the politics of the United Kingdom at this time was that of the 
vindication of the collective system of security in the test case of 
the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, and they were able to show tliat on 
this issue there was a virtually nation-wide unanimity lictween the 
supporters and the opponents of the Government. In the election 
campaign the League of Nations was one of the principal planks in 
the programme of the 'National’ coalition as well as in the j)ro- 
grammes of the Liberal and Labour Opposition.^ 'The League of 
Nations’, declared the 'National’ Government’s election manifesto, 
'will remain as heretofore the keystone of British foreign policy’ 

^ See pp. 185-8, below. ® See pp. 223 $eqq , below. 

® There is no evidence that, in framing their pohoy in regard to the Italo- 
Abyssiaian conflict in the early autumn of 1935, either Mr. Baldwin or Sir 
Samuel Hoare was influenced by an anxiety to find a popular plank for an 
election platform. On the other hand, the manifest popularity of the Govern- 
ment’s move (as far as it went) towards a support of the League at this junc- 
ture may well have been the determining consideration that moved the persons 
professionally responsible at this time for the stafl-work of the party organiza- 
tions of the ‘National’ Government to urge upon the Prime Minister — as they 
did urge upon him with success — ^that, from the tactical point of view, this 
was ‘the psychological moment’ for the ‘National’ Government to make the 
renewed appeal to the country which they were constitutionally bound to 
make in any case some time withm the next twelve months. 

* ‘II est vraiment remarquable que ce fut toujours pour le maintien de la 
paix par la s6ourit6 collective, et jamais pour les iut&.Ats de I’Empire, quo 
les partis demand^rent I’appui des 61ecteurs, Uno telle unanimit6 dans I’em- 
pressement de 1’ opinion ^ soutenir le Covenant supposerait une orchestration 
trop savante pour n’§tre pas sincere.’ — ^Vaucher and Sixiex, op. p 75. 

® The manifesto continued as follows; ‘The prevention of war and the estab- 
lishment of settled peace in the world must always be the most vital interest 
of the British people, and the League is the instrument which has been framed 
and to which we look for the attainment of these objects. Wo shall therefore 
continue to do all in our power to uphold the Covenant and to maintain and 
increase the efficiency of the League. In the present unhappy dispute between 
Italy and Abyssinia there wiU be no wavering in the pohoy we have hitherto 
pursued. We shall take no action in isolation, but wo shall bo prepared faith- 
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and the spectator’s eye was caught by Conservative electioneering 
posters which were manifestly inspired by the Peace Ballot question- 
naire. The effect of the Peace Ballot vote was held to account for 
the surprising strength of the majority by which the ‘ National’ 
Government were returned to oltice for a second term after having 
been in power for four years. A large portion of the eleven and a 
half millions, it was believed, had felt themselves called upon to reward 
Mr. Baldwin with their vote at the General Election for his capitula- 
tion to the vote which they had previously recorded in the Peace 
Ballot. And this belief was borne out by the sequel m December. 
For the form in w'hich public opinion convinced Mr Baldwin that 
he had erred in accepting ‘the Laval-Hoarc Peace Plan’ was not its 
expression in public meetings and leading articles and letters to the 
press, nor again in the strictures that were made upon the Govern- 
ment’s change of pohey by the Liberal and Labour Opposition in 
Parhament. What moved Mr. Baldwin was a storm of representa- 
tions from his own Conservative supporters in the House of Commons, 
who were finding themselves inundated with letters and telegrams of 
protest from indignant constituents, declaring that their vote had 
been obtained under false pretences. Many just-electcd Conservative 
candidates who had identified themselves, bona fide, during the elec- 
tion campaign, with Mi*. Baldwin’s pro-League election programme, 
and who realized that this had been one of the causes of their victory, 
were in fact as much incensed, as well as bewildered, at the Govern- 
ment’s volte-face as were the disillusioned electors. The pressure 
transmitted by these 'back-bench’ Conservative members was the 
force that brought the Government to their knees on the morrow of 
a victorious general election ; that is to say, at a moment when in 
ordinary circumstances a Government might have counted on finding 
themselves able to snap their fingers at the electorate. This time, 
however, the electors were too deeply moved to submit tamely to 
being cheated without calling their elected representatives to account ; 

fully to take our part in any collective action decided upon by the League 
and shared in by its members. We shall endeavour to further any discussions 
which may offer the hope of a just and fair settlement, provided that it be 
within the framework of the League and acceptable to the three parties to 
the dispute — Italy, Abyssinia and the League itself. . . . Our attitude to the 
League is dictated hy the conviction that collective security by collective 
action can alone save us from a return to the old system which resulted in 
the G-reat War. ... A Commonwealth which holds the position in the world 
occupied by the United Kingdom and its partners in the British Empire must 
always take an influential part in League discussions. But our influence can 
be fully exerted only if we are recognized to be strong enough to fulfll any 
obligations which, jointly with others, we may undertake.’ 
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and their protests placed a number of Conservative Members of 
Parliament in a quandary from which they compelled Mr. Baldwin 
to give them an honourable release. This situation would not have 
arisen if the Peace Ballot had not exercised its determining influence 
upon Mr. Baldwin’s previous — and subsequent — ^line of poUcy. It 
will be seen that this private consultation of opinion in the United 
Kingdom was a public international event of first-class importance. 

In the interval between the declaration of the results of the Pcfice 
Ballot on the 27 th June, 1935 , and the indii’ect effect of this expres- 
sion of opinion in bringing about the resignation of Sir Samuel Hoare 
on the 18 th December, the opinion which thus made itself felt en< 
masse was also expressed viritvm — ^in the shape of speeches at con- 
gresses and of letters published in the press — ^froin the time, in the 
month of August, when it became apparent that Signor Mussolini 
was determined to go to war. These individual expressions of British 
opinion were perhaps hardly less effective, in the aggregate, than the 
Peace Ballot itself. 

The ^ general will ’ that emerged from these individual declarations 
was unmistakable.^ Like the opinion expressed in the Peace Ballot, 
it was unhesitatingly in favour of a bona-fide application of the 
Covenant of the League, and of a strong British lead along this path. 
As the crisis came to a head, both in Africa and at Geneva, the current 
of this feeling in Great Britain swelled into a flood which swept away 
both the 'Die-Hard’ and the 'Pacifist’ opposition. The individuals 
whose utterances gave the tide of opinion its steady direction and 
its irresistible momentum were as various in their characters, stations, 
quahties and experience as they were severally authoritative and 
collectively representative of the country ; but one outstanding feature 
in this harmony of many voices was the prominence of the part 
that was played by the leaders of the Churches. ^ 

^ See the illuminating analysis in Vaucher and Siriex, op. dU, pp. 53-90. 

® This intervention of the Churches in politics was a new feature in the 
public life of the United Kingdom. The first occasion on which this religious 
voice had been heard as a dominant note had been the domestic crisis pro- 
duced by the General Strike of 1926. Historically the Anglican Established 
Church had been, for some four centuries past, a classic example of a church 
which was in bondage to a state, while for the first three of these four centuries 
the free Protestant Churches, as weU as the Catholic Church, had had to pay 
for their freedom from state control by being excluded to a large extent from 
participation m the public life of the country. In 1935 it looked as though the 
Umted Kingdom were sloughing off the vestiges of its precocious sixteenth- 
century totalitarianism at a moment when some countries farther to the east 
were bemg committed to a twentieth-century totahtarianism which was more 
extreme than the worst excesses of Tudors or Stuarts. In this context it 
might be read as a good omen for the future relations of church and state in 
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On the 25tli July, 1935, two documents were published in the 
English press One of them was a joint message to the Secretary- 
General of the League of Nations from the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who was the Primate of All England, and from the Archbishop of 
Uppsala, who \vas the Primate of Sweden, appealing to the Council 
^to prevent the outbreak of a war between two members of the League 
which would shock the conscience of the World The other document 
published on the same date was a statement from the National Council 
of Labour (a body which embraced the National Executive of the 
Labour Party, the Parliamentary Labour Party and the General 
Council of the Trades Union Congress) calling upon the Government 
of the United Kingdom to 'make known its ultimate intentions with 
regard to the Italo -Abyssinian dispute’. On the 30th July there 
appeared in The Times a letter from Lord Lugard, a member of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations, who was 
one of the oldest, as well as the most distinguished and creative and 
enlightened, among the British pioneers of European penetration 
into Tropical Africa. ‘If the war takes place’, Lord Lugard declared, 
'and is condoned by the principal nations of the League, the League 
itself can hardly survive as an effective agency for peace’. And he 
added : ‘ England has her opportunity at Geneva — God grant she may 
not lose it “through craven fear of being great”.’ The issue was 
raised again by the Archbishop of Canterbury in a monthly letter, 
for the month of August 1935, in The Canterbury Diocesan Gazette 
which was quoted in the daily press on the 2nd. On the 7th August 
The Times published a letter from Lord Cecil — a statesman-churchman 
who was one of the fathers of the League of Nations — asking whether 
the British Government had made it quite clear to other Governments 
that they were prepared to take collective action in discharge of 
British obligations under Articles 10 and 16 of the Covenant; and 
a leading article in the same newspaper on the same date, in which 
Lord Cecil’s question was deprecated as ‘an untimely proposal’, 
did not check the flow of opinion in Lord Cecil’s sense. On the 8th 
August The Manchester Guardian published a letter from Lord 
Howard of Penrith proposing that the leading Powers should make a 
joint declaration of intention to refuse loans and credits to a peace- 
breaker. 

On the 19th August another note was introduced in a letter in 

Great Britain that the year 1935 was the four-hundredth anniversary of the 
martyrdom of Sir Thomas More: an English statesman-saint who, at the cost 
of his life, had refused to obey the laws of Man when these came into conflict 
with the law of God. 
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The Times from Mr George LauabiTiy, a Ghiistiaii Pacifist wlio had 
won the respect and affection of many of his countrymen who were 
his political opponents. Mr. Lanshiuy called for a ‘Truce of (iod' 
pending the convocation of an internaiional ooiiltu'cnce to discuss 
an equitable redistribution of access to markets and vsources of su ppl^^ 
On the 20th this letter was supported by the ])ublication of on<' in 
the same sense from Canon H. 11. L. Sheppard. The outstanding 
letter, however, w^hich appeared in The Times on tlio 2()th came from 
the incisive pen of the Archbishop of Yo]-k. This letter clarified ilie 
issue for the British pubUc by submitting the following considera- 
tions : 

(1) We are bound by the Covenant of tlie League. It is reassuring 
to be told that adherence to the League of Nations is ‘tlus keysloiu' of 
British pohey’. But it is more than this: it is a clear moral obligation. 
To fail now” in loyalty to the League because that loyalty might have 
grave consequences w'ould be sheer wickedness involving ind(‘Iihle dis- 
grace. (2) The obligation of states as members of tlio League is 'joint', 
not ‘ several’. We must make perfectly clear our adherence to tlio League 
and our purpose to make operative the terms of the Covenant. Buti we 
retain our own freedom if the other Pow'cra refuse to co-operate. (3) 
We have a responsibility for leadership, partly because we enjoy a 
measure of detachment, and partly because of our special position in 
relation to the Suez Canal. 

A concrete proposal which proved to be of profound practical 
importance was put forward — ^in a letter published in The on 

the 22nd August — ^by Sir Thomas Holland. This distinguished man 
of science had long been studying the possibilities of a ^mineral 
sanction’, and he now drew attention to its great potential effective- 
ness as a means of restraining Italy. The 23rd saw the publication of 
a striking letter from the Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Mgr. 
Hinsley, expressing sympathy with a suggestion in Mr. Lansbury ’s 
letter that the initiative in securing the proclamation of a 'Truce 
of God’ should be taken by the Pope, Another letter in The Times 
of the same date, from Six* Charles Hobhouse, followed up the letter 
from the Archbishop of York. 'Is Great Britain to lead in saying 
"Yes” or in saying "No”’ to the execution of Article 16 of the 
Covenant by the states members of the League ? 'Her risk in saying 
"Yes” is obvious and immediate. . . . The rak in saying "No” may 
be less immediate, but is ultimately fatal.’ 

On the 25th August Canon P. R. Barry, preaching in Westminster 
Abbey, declared that to stand by the League was a moral obligation, 
and that, while taking that stand might have grave consequences, 
'the braver the lead taken by Great Britain, the harder for others 
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to refuse to follow it’. He added that loyalty to the League ‘must 
mean for us some uill to sacrifice, not only of political sovereignty 
but it may be also of possessions’. In a letter published in The Times 
on the 2(5tli Sir Norman Angell arraigned the British Government 
for being ready to take all risks, single-handed, for the defence of the 
smallest British jiossession, while being in two minds about the 
defence of the Ciovenant. In a letter published in the same paper on 
the 27th August the precise attitude which Sir Norman Angell was 
attacking was exhibited in a letter from Lord Hardinge of Penshurst 
— a former Viceroy of India and Permanent Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs — who submitted that ‘in the present crisis there 
IS no danger to the security of even a British possession’, and asked 
whether he and his fellow countrymen were to consider themselves 
‘morally bound by the Covenant. . to take stops to pimish a recal- 
citrant member by measm’os which’ might 'be described as moral 
and material suicide'. The 28th August brought a reply to Lord 
Hardinge from Lord Cecil: ‘ If we leave Abyssmia in the lurch now, 
we shall be guilty of an unpardonable breach of faith, for which we 
shall unquestionably suffer in the near future.’^ 

On the same day The Times published a reply from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to Mr. Lansbury (who had appealed, in his letter of 
the 19th, to the two Archbishops of the Church of England to call 
upon the Pope to take the initiative in securing the ‘Truce of God’ 
for which he was pleading). ‘In a w'orld where manifestly at present 
the Christian law of love is not established, and where mere appeal 
and exhortation cannot of themselves establish it, organized action 
may at least restrain pride and greed from committing wrong and 
inflicting upon men the horrors of war.’ On the same day the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and the Moderator of the Federation of Evan- 
gelical Free Churches issued a joint request for prayer over the 
meeting of the League Council which was to be held on the 4th 
September. On the same day, again. The Times published a letter 
from Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede — ^the leader of the Labour Party 
in the House of Lords and a former Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs — ^in which ho advocated as a Pacifist the policy of 
defaulting on the Covenant which had been advocated, on quite 
different grounds, by Lord Hardinge. ‘Nothing’, he wrote, ‘would 
be more clumsy and ill advised than for Great Britain precipitately 
... to take the lead in proposing eventual sanctions.’ 

In The Times of the 29th August African voices were brought 

^ ‘Lord Hardinge of Penshurst . . . apparalt tr6sisol4’. — Vauoher and Siiiex, 
op. cii.f p. 56. 
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into the debate. A letter from Sir Abe Bailey drew attention to 
General Smuts’s warning that all the eyes of the African peoples wove 
fixed on the menace to Abyssinia ; and the wTiter went on to take a 
view of even more than Pan-African breadth. 'A very vital interest 
is concerned — ^the British interest in the preservation of peace. . . . 
If the British Commonwealth, with or without the sup])orL of the 
League, proves powerless to preserve Abyssinia from conquest, then 
the British Commonwealth, as well as the League, will have ceased 
to exist except in name.’ A letter from Lord Olivier in the same issue 
informed the writer’s countrymen that, if the British Government 
broke the word that they had given in subscribing to the Covenant, 
‘England’ would 'be indelibly disgraced, not only among her own 
people, but ... in the judgment of the whole African World' Tho 
same point was put in the form of a question — 'Surely we are not 
going to fall in with the French policy of buying off Mussolini with 
vast concessions at the cost of Abyssinia ? ' — ^by Miss Margery Perham, 
an Oxford student of Africa, in a letter published on the 30th August. 

On the same day The Times published a letter from the Bisho]) 
of Durham in which he supported Sir Charles Hobhouse and con- 
tended with Mr. Lansbury on the issue of Pacifism. 'Justice is a 
higher concern than Peace ; for while Justice can never bo rightly 
abandoned, Peace can never be unreservedly pursued.’ On the other 
hand, The Manchester Guardian of the same date published a letter 
from another adherent of the Church of England, Sir Henry Page 
Croft, the Conservative Member of Parliament for Bournemouth, 
in which he pressed Lord Hardinge’s arguments upon the attention 
of the Bournemouth Branch of the League of Nations Union. Sir 
Henry Page Croft received his answer in Sir Charles Hobhouse’s reply 
to Lord Hardinge — ‘national safety has never been purchased by 
national cowardice ’ — ^in a letter which was published in The Times 
of the 31st. 

In an address broadcast on the 1st September the Archbishop of 
York submitted that if an effective execution of the Covenant ‘in- 
volved the use of armed forces’, he and his fellow countrymen ‘ought 
to be prepared to use them’, and that ‘there was nothing un-Christian 
in that’. But the Archbishop also took up and drove home a point 
that had been made by Canon F. R. Barry. 

Before there was any thought of a League of Nations we had ourselves 
occupied a great part of the Earth and of the supply of raw matoriaLs. 
By the very treaty which set up the League we entered upon control of 
a great deal more — ^the mandated territory. If we now say to those 
who have need of expansion : ‘In the name of Love and Brotherhood— 
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hands off i ' \s e shall be ooiivicted of gross hypocrisy. If we really believe 
in the community of nations we must be ready, and obviously ready, 
to start the work of arranging for the nations which lack outlet the 
means of satisfying tlieii* need It will be far the greatest and most 
dihicult prol)lem ever attempted by human statesmanship The need 
for sacnlice of all acquisit iveness, the rights of inhabitants in the lands 
affected, and a host of other factors will render that problem insoluble 
except to those vlio iqiproach it in real goodwill Yet we must be 
ready to try. The League must stand for equity as well as law. 

In a letter published in The Tvmea on the 4tli September Dr. S. M. 
Berry guvo voice to the feeling of the Free Churches in terms which 
covered both the two iioints of Dr Temple’s address. 

Free Churchmen see far more danger in the abandonment of the collec- 
tive system than in firm adhesion to it ... Free Churchmen are at one 
with the leaders of the Church of England in urging upon the Govern- 
ment to give a lead to the nations of the World by expressmg their 
readiness to look at the wiiole question of undeveloped territories in a 
larger w'ay. 

On the 5th September The Tme^n published a letter, protesting 
against the imposition of sanctions, from representatives of the 
Fellow'ship of Reconciliation and of the Christian Pacifist Groups. 
The same day saw the publication of a resolution, in a very diflFerent 
sense, which had been drafted by the National Council of Labour 
for submission to the Trades Union Congress at its meeting at 
Margate. This resolution — caUing for the use of ‘all the necessary 
measures provided by the Covenant to resist Italy’s unjust and 
rapacious attack' — ^was moved, on the 5th, by Sir Walter Citrine 
and was carried, on a card vote, by 2,962,000 votes against 177,000. 
A personal dissent from this expression of Labour opinion was avowed 
by Mr. Lansbury in a statement published on the 9th, and also, by 
implication, in a speech delivered on that day at Dumfries. In 
London, on the 13th, at a meeting organized by the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation and by the Council of Christian Pacifist Groups, Mr. 
Lansbury declared his faith in a policy of disarmament accompamed 
by a renunciation of the spoils of imperialism. The same position 
was adopted — ^though this with a harsher gesture — ^by Sir Stafford 
Cripps, speaking at Bletchley on the 16th. On the other hand, in 
London on the 12th, Mr. Herbert Morrison had declared that Sir 
Samuel Hoare’s speech of the 11th September at Geneva commanded 
the overwhelming support of British public opinion. 

In a letter published in The Times of the 16th September a former 
British Ambassador, Sir Francis lindley, quoted Gladstone to his 
purpose of arguing that, in the honouring of treaty obligations, 
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circumstances alter cases, while, in a letter printed in the same column, 
Lord Selborne put the question: ‘If the solemnly pledged word of a 
great Christian nation is worth nothing at all, how will Europeans 
differ in manners and inventions from savages?' In a s])eech de- 
livered in Yorkshire on the 18th Lord Lothian — ^following (^anon 
Barry's and Dr. Temple’s lead — surged the need for peaceful change ^ 
as well as for resistance to aggression. On the other hand, in a letter’ 
published in The Times on the 21st, Sn Charles Mallet argued — to 
the same purpose as Lord Ponsonby — the thesis 'that I’elianee ujxm 
sanctions is, in the days we live in, incompatible with the jnirsiiit of 
peace': a proposition which had led the Bishop of Durham to tlu^ 
conclusion that Peace must give way, in the last resort, to Justices 
On the 24th The Times published a letter, contesting Sir Chaihss 
Mallet’s conclusions, from Mr. Harold Cox. 

Meanwhile, on the 19th September, it became known that Lord 
Ponsonby had resigned the leadership of the Labour Party in the 
House of Lords,^ that Sir Stafford Cripps had resigned from the 
Labour Party Executive, ^ and that an offer of resignation had hecui 
tendered to the party by Mr Lansbury himself — news which evoked 
from The Times a leading article pointing out that these were ‘mani* 
festations of dissent from the ofScial policy of the Labour Movoinent 
which’ did ‘not impair the essential unity of national opinion on the 
Abyssinian question’. 

On the 24th September there appeared in The Times a letter from 
Sir Arnold Wilson, who — afresh from a personal interview with 
Signor Mussolini — committed himself to the proposition that ‘the 
voting on the Peace Ballot served to confirm ’ the view ‘that popular 
opinion in’ Great Britain was ‘opposed to economic sanctions’. The 
writer added that aU that he had heard and seen in Rome and else- 
where convinced him that, ‘ha-vlng done our utmost to fulfil our 
obligations, we should now stand aside’. In a masterly letter, which 
was published in the same paper on the same day, Sir Norman Angell 
— summing up the course of the controversy up to date— put his 
finger on the strange identity of view between ‘Die-Hards’ and 
‘Pacifists’, and sought to refute both schools by exposing fallacies 
in their reasoning. A striking contribution to the debate — ^and this 
on a line that m^ht not have been expected — ^was also made by Mr. 
Winston Churchill in a speech of the 26th September. 

^ Text of Lord Ponsonby’s letter of resignation, dated the 17th September, 
1935, to Mr. Lansbury, in The Times, 19th September, 1935. 

^ Text of his letter to the secretary of the party in The Manchester Guardian. 
20th September, 1936. 
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The whole country, indeed the whole Empire, is, T believe, ready 
to support His Majesty’s Government in niakmg its contribution to the 
authority of the League of Nations in accordance with the obligations 
into Avliieh ^ve have entered. Our duty and our vital interest m peace 
compel us to take our share and do our part in the workings of that 
great international instrument mIucIi seeks to cstabhsh the reign of 
law among nations and ward off the measureless perils of another world 
struggle. If the League of Nations i.s no^v found capable of preventing 
a colonial war in Africa v ithoiit broadening it out into a general European 
war, that will be an immeasurable gam to the safety of all countries. I 
trust that France will reahze how vital to her owtl security in the future 
it is for the League of Nations to emerge successful from this decisive 
test. 

Oil the same day another strong speech in favour of honouring 
British obligations under the Covenant was made by a former British 
Ambassador to Argentina, Kir Malcolm Robertson. 

The 30th Keptember saw the opening at Brighton of a session of 
the Labour Party Conference at wdiich the international issue over- 
shadow^od aU others The opening address of the chanman, Mr. 
W. A. Robinson, contained an emiihatic demand for the application 
of economic sanctions , and after a tliree days' debate the Conference 
adopted the resolution which had already been passed by the Trades 
Union Congress. Once again the majority was overwhelming — 
2,168,000 votes (on a card vote) being oast in favour of the resolution 
as against only 102,000 against it. After this, Mr. Lansbury’s offer 
of resignation from the leadership of the Labour Party could no longer 
be refused, and it was regretfully accepted by his colleagues on the 
8th October. 

This was how public opinion in Great Britain had declared itself 
by the 3rd October, 1935 — ^the date on which the beginning of the 
Italian invasion of Abyssinia was officially annormcod by General de 
Bono — and the strength of this British feeling in favour of the fulfil- 
ment of the Covenant showed itself again and again under the test 
of subsequent international events: for example, upon the finding 
by the Council of the League on the 7tli October, and by the Assembly 
on the 9th, that Italy had rendered herself liable to the pains and 
penalties of Article 16 ; and upon the failure of nerve in official circles 
in London and Paris which betrayed itself in December in Hhe Laval- 
Hoare Peace Plan’. 

In a speech delivered on the 3rd October itself Sir Herbert Samuel, 
the leader of the Liberal Party, declared that Italy’s attack on 
Abyssinia was ‘everybody’s business’ and -that ‘the League, and 
Britain as a member of the League, must see this matter through’. 
On the 6th the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke of the war at the 
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ceremony of laying the foundation stone of a new cluiroh at. W est. 
Wickham which was to bear the name of Saint Francis ol Assisi : 
and lie expressed the hope that 

the nations of the World represented in the League of Nat ions vi ill not 
suffer so cynical a defiance of the pledges and covenants which Ita \ las 
made with them to pass imnoticed, and without some elTorl. tii restrain 
and to vindicate the common law of reason and justice which Italy 
pledged itself to acknowledge and obey. 

On the 9th October the Congregational Union of England tuid 
Wales, at an autumnal session in Brighton, passed a resolution in 
support of the British Government’s policy; and on the loth the 
press published the text of a telegram which had been sent to Mr. 
Eden at Geneva by the Aiuhbishop of York and a nunilier of Bishops, 
Deans and other representatives of the clergy of the Church ol 
England, assuring the British Government’s repvcsontative that he 
had their support ‘in taking whatever action’ might 'be necessary 
to uphold the Covenant of the League and to put an ininiediide stop 
to war’. On the same day at Bournemouth, at a session of the ( iiuroh 
Congress, the arguments in favour of collective intcrnaticuial acl ion, 
and also both the ‘ Pacifist ’ and the ‘ Die-Hard ’ arguments against, it, 
were put by a succession of eminent speakers — Lansbuiy, »Siv 
Henry Page Croft, Canon Sheppard, and Lord Cecil — who combined 
these diverse political views with their common Anglican Ciiristianity . 
On the 14th October, at Glasgow, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Neville Chamberlain, in a speech looking towards the general 
election in the United Kingdom which was to be held on the 14th 
November, defended the British Government’s policy against both 
the pacifism of Mr. Lansbury and the isolationism of Mr. Amory.'*^ 
On the 22nd, in the Chapter House of Canterbury Cathedral, at the 
opening of the autumn Diocesan Conference, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury once again declared himself, with the same docidedness 
as before, m favour of upholding the Covenant by the application 
of economic sanctions ; and on this occasion he mentioned that he 
had ‘ ventured to make an approach to his Holiness the Pope ’ , b ut had 
learnt that he was ‘unwilling at present to say more than ho’ had 
‘already publicly said’.^ On the 23rd October the press pub- 

^ Mr. Amery, hi a speech made to his constituents at Sparkbrook, JJirmiug- 
ham, on the 8th October, had committed himself to the following declaration: 
‘1 am not prepared to send a single Birmingham lad to his death for the sake 
of Abyssinia.’ This challenge of Mr. Amery’s was taken up, not only by Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain at Glasgow on the 14th October, but also by Mr. Vyvyan 
Adams in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 22nd. 

® ‘We must all generously recognize’. Dr. Lang added, ‘the peculiar diffi- 
culty in which he is placed.’ 
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listed a statement from the Archbishop setting forth the views of 
a private and informal conference, representing various Christian 
communions in Great Britain, which had met under his chairman- 
ship at Lambeth Palace on the 11th. The statement was an affirma- 
tion of belief in the principles of collective security and peaceful 
change ; in the reduction of p'^maments , and, above all, in loyalty 
to the Kingdom of God. The Pacifist position was condemned theo- 
logically — as partaking of the Marciomte, Manichaean and Pelagian 
heresies — ^by the Archbishop of York in a contribution to The York 
Diocesan Leaflet which was reprinted on the 29th October in The 
Times. On the 30th October, in the Albert HaU, the maintenance of 
collective action against Italy was advocated by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Lord Cecil, Sir Austen Chamberlain, Lady Violet Bonham 
Carter and Mr. Herbert Morrison at a public meeting, organized by 
the League of Nations Union, at which the Archbishop took the 
chair. As Dr. Lang pointed out on this occasion, the presence of 
representatives of aU three parties on one platform, just before a 
general election, was an event which was as significant as it was 
unprecedented. 

The result of the poUing, which took place on the 14th November, 
bore fresh testimony — as has been mentioned, by anticipation, above^ 
— ^to the strength of the public opinion in the United Kingdom that was 
supporting the application of the Covenant in the Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict ; for, on the one hand, Mr. Baldwin was criticized for holding 
an election at aU when the issue before the country was one on which 
each of the three parties held an identical view ; and, on the other 
hand, the substantial majority by which the ' National’ coalition’s 
supporters were returned — a majority which was unusually large^ for 
a party which had already been in office for four years — ^was ascribed 
by experienced observers to the effect of ^the Peace Ballot vote’. 
This vote, it was believed, had been largely cast in favour of the 
'National’ coahtion in recognition of the Government’s action up 
to date in fulfilment of its obligations under the Covenant in the 
Italo-Abyssinian crisis ; and this explanation of the election results 
was borne out by certain facts which have been touched upon already. 
In the election campaign one of the chief planks in the 'National’ 
platform was an asseveration that the Government had proved by 

^ See p. 64, above. 

^ In the previous Parliament — ^which had been elected m the extraordinary 
circumstances of the year 1931 — ^the ‘National’ Government had commanded 
513 votes out of 615. In the new Parliament which was elected on the 
14th November, 1936, the same Government stiU commanded 431 votes out 
of 616. 
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their previous acts, and would continue to prove if they were retxirned 
to office, that the Covenant of the League was the basis of their foreign 
policy. And on the morrow of the election, no more than fourteen 
days after Mr. Baldwin and his colleagues in the Cabinet had met 
the new Parliament, the importance of the role which 'the Peace 
Ballot vote’ had actually played, in response to the Government’s 
election appeal, was demonstrated retrospectively, upon the publica- 
tion of 'the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’, by the storm of public indigna- 
tion at what was widely felt to be a cynical and shameful repudiation 
of the Government’s election pledges. 

During the interval between the 14th November, 1935, when tlie 
electorate of the United Kingdom went to the polls, and the 10th 
December, when the public became aware of the tenor of 'the 
Laval-Hoare Peace Plan ’, the British voices commending the Govern- 
ment for their support of the League were already beginning to be 
mingled with voices expressing some doubt of the Government’s 
fidelity to the policy to which they had committed themselves — 
and to the mandate which they had just received for carrying this 
policy through — ^now that Mr, Baldwin was assured of remaining in 
office for another four or five years. 

On the one hand, the Bishop of Durham, addressing the Durham 
Diocesan Conference on the 16th November, 1935, praised the Govern- 
ment for having stood out 'as the consistent, steadfast and unselfish 
champion of treaty rights and Covenant obligations ’ . And the Arch- 
bishop of York, on landing at New York on the 6th December, 
showed the earnestness of his befief in collective security by telling 
the reporters that it might 'be necessary to have another great and 
horrible war to establish the efficacy of the League of Nations’. On 
the other hand, an undertone of misgiving made itself audible in a 
letter from Mr. Wickham Steed which was published in The Times 
on the 22nd November; and, in a speech delivered in the House 
of Commons at Westminster on the 6th December by the Poreign 
Secretary, the emphasis was placed by Sir Samuel Hoare upon 
the need for caution in the application of sanctions against Italy 
rather than upon the need for firmness and vigour iu making these 
sanctions effective for their purpose of frustrating the Italian act of 
aggression. 

The history of 'the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’, to which this speech 
was an overture, is recorded in this volume in another context and 
in this place it is only relevant in so far as it illuminates the contem- 
porary state of British opinion and feeling on the Italo-Abyssmian 
^ See section (x), below. 
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issue. In this chapter of the story the march of events was too rapid 
for a repetition of what had happened in the summer and autumn, 
when a long series of public speeches and letters to the press had had 
time to produce a cumulative effect. Between the 10th and the 19th 
December, 1935, it is not improbable that as many letters on the 
Italo -Abyssinian issue wore written in Great Britain as in all the 
earlier months of the calendar year taken together ; but the majority 
of these letters on the 'Peace Plan’ were not made public because 
they were not addressed to the editors of newspapers They arrived, 
in sheaves, at the doorsteps of the recently elected supporters of 
Mr. Baldwin’s Government in the House of Commons; and these 
protests from outraged constituents, declaring that their votes had 
been obtained on false pretences, were taken deeply to heart by Con- 
servative Members of Parliament who had just won their seats on 
the "^National’ programme of basing British foreign policy on the 
Covenant of the League of Nations ; for, as candidates for election, 
they had adopted the Government’s platform in the belief that the 
Government themselves intended to abide by it ; they had accepted 
this platform on their own account ; and they now felt that, if the 
Government were to abandon the policy on which they had been 
elected as soon as the election was over, then they themselves might 
never be able to face the electorate again. In this state of mind the 
parliamentary supporters of Mr. Baldwin transmitted to the Prime 
Minister with almost undiminished force the protests with which 
they themselves were being bombarded by the public ; and through 
this channel the public opinion of the British nation succeeded, in 
the space of ten days, in compelling a Prime Minister who had just 
been returned to power by a large majority to throw over his Foreign 
Secretary and to swerve back into the path of loyalty (within limits) 
to the Covenant from which he had made this abrupt but brief 
deviation. 

Meanwhile the volume of the flood of unpublished letters which 
was sweeping Mi*. Baldwin off his feet might be gauged from the 
simultaneous stream of public speeches and leading articles and 
letters to the press. The otherwise almost unanimous condemnation 
of the 'Peace Plan’ in the leading articles was only rendered more 
conspicuous by the sharp dissent of the papers owned by Lord 
Beaverbrook and Lord Rothermere; and in the series of public 
speeches and letters many champions of the collective system who 
had spoken out in August and September now returned to the 
charge. 

The series of letters was opened in The Times of the 12th December 



68 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Soct. ii 


by Sir Abe Bailey in a letter which recalled what the League had 
achieved up to the moment of Sir Samuel Hoare’s concurrence in 
Monsieur Laval’s proposals, and which went on to declare that 

These were great results, calling, not for irresolution and surrender 
and foreboding, but for the courage which earned a well-started enter- 
prise to the goal of achievement. Now they have been jeopardized, 
perhaps irretrievably wrecked. The small nations — and the Dominions, 
relatively speaking, are small nations — are once again uneasy, and some 
of them are in despair. Other aggressors will take heart and go on 
sharpening their swords, and my own disillusioned country of South 
Africa sees in front of it not only the violation of a Covenant, but the 
begmning of a threat to its own existence as an independent country 
within the British Empire. But there is one ray of hope. The old British 
spirit has arisen, and the people of England wiU take the matter in hand. 

On the 12th, again, Sir Samuel Hoare’s action was censured as ‘a 
grave error’ by the former leader of the Liberal Party, Sir Herbert 
Samuel, in a speech delivered at a dinner of the Eighty Club ; and on 
the 13th the Government’s volte-face was described as 'a cynical 
manoeuvre ’ by the leader of the Labour Party, Mr. Attlee, speaking 
in the Bassetlaw Division, while Mr. Alwyn Parker, in one among 
several letters of censure on the Government which appeared in The 
Times of the 14th, declared that ‘it all soimds like Lewis Carroll and 
Alice in Wonderland’. The voice of the Dominions, which had been 
raised on the 12th by a South African financier, was heard again 
on the 16th from the mouth of an Australian scholar. In a letter 
published in The Times of that date Professor W. K, Hancock sub- 
mitted that ‘the enlightened self-interest of the British Common- 
wealth demands a loyalty to the League which may be prudent, but 
which must be unambiguous’. The 18th saw the pubheation of a 
condemnatory declaration from the National Council of Labour, and 
of a hardly less severe letter from a Conservative Member of Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Harold Macmillan, who, in writing to The Times, protested 
against the endorsement of ‘the C 3 ancal and shameful proposals of 
the Hoare-Laval Plan’ by His Majesty’s Government. On the 19th 
The Times published a letter from Colonel Cuthbert Headlam, sub- 
mitting that ‘if, on this occasion, the British Government has made 
a grave mistake, it owes it to the World, it owes it to the British 
nation, and it owes it to the Conservative Party, frankly and freely 
to admit this error La a letter published in the same column on the 
same date Mhss Perham forecast, on the basis of previous evidence, 
the effect which the ‘Peace Plan’ was likely to have upon native 
Afacan pubHc opinion. These last blows were almost superfluous ; 
for the cou]p de grdee had abeady been administered in a leading article 
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entitled ‘A Corridor for Camels’ which had appeared in The Times 
of the 16th December. 

In the aftermath of the debate of the 19th December, 1935, in the 
House of Commons, two voices made themselves heard once again. 
In an impressive passage in his speech on that evening Sir Samuel 
Hoare had made one telling point : 

I have been terrified with the thought — I speak very frankly to the 
House — that we might lead Abyssinia on to think that the League 
could do more than it can do — (cheers), that in the end we should find 
a terrible moment of disillusionment in which it may be that Abyssinia 
would be destroyed altogether as an independent state. I have been 
terrified at that position, and I could not help thinkmg of the past, in 
which more than once in our history we have given, and rightly given, 
all our sympathies to some threatened or down- trodden race, but because 
we have been unable to implement and give effect to those sympathies 
aU that wn had done was to encourage them, with the result that in the 
end their fate was worse than it would have been without our sympathy. 

This point was taken up in a letter jErom a retired British diploma- 
tist, Sir Francis Lindley, which was published in The Times of the 
20th December : 

The Paris proposals are not in accord either with League principles 
or with abstract justice. Without war, no settlement can be obtained 
which is either the one or the other , and the practical question is whether 
the proposals offered Abyssinia the chance of a better settlement than 
she would have obtained £f they were rejected. Let enthusiasts beware of 
continuing to treat the Abyssinians as their fellows treated the Danes, 
the Armenians, the Greeks, and many more in the past. Humanitarian 
sentiments are laudable and gratifying to self-esteem, but they are not 
appreciated abroad when they merely encourage others in a course of 
action which leads them to destruction. 

On the 23rd The Times published an answer to Sir Francis Lindley 
from another retired British diplomatist, Sir Malcolm Robertson; 
and the prevailing opinion of ‘the vast majority of the nation as it 
stood at the end of the year, was summed up — ^in a letter published 
in The Times on the 28th — ^by Lord AHen of Hurtwood : 

They beUeve that the risks of continuing to honour and develop the 
collective system are far less than those which would follow surrender 
to the aggressor. To pay off the law-breaker would not only encourage 
other aggressors but would leave every nation without any alternative, 
except a race in modem armaments in a desperate and unsuccessful 
search for safety. 

The calendar year ended on the open question whether the British 
people would have the perseverance and the courage to pursue to 
the end the policy on which they had so deliberately and decidedly 
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embarked.^ Tke secret of success in this high and perilous endeavour 
was proclaimed in an appeal which was issued by the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York to be read from the pulpit on the 5th January, 
1936, the first Sunday of the New Year: 

No thoughtful men can view the present situation without grave 
anxiety. It is acknowledged that the supreme need of the World is a 
settled peace. Yet the minds of men everywhere are restless, confused, 
fearful of the future. 

It has been made plain that international treaties, pacts, and covenants 
are not of themselves enough to ensure the peace which the World 
needs. It is plain that past experience is not enough. We might have 
thought that the experience of the Great War had proved once for all 
the horror and foohshness of war But a new generation has grown up 
forgetful of that awful lesson. It is plain that the natural instincts of 
men are not enough. For these instincts stiU chng to old and deep-rooted 
suspicions and jealousies. They are too easily stirred by the excitements 
of a self-regarding patriotism It is plam also that what we call civiliza- 
tion is not enough. For the very science on which it relies is forging 
weapons of war which, if they be let loose, may accomphsh its own de- 
struction. 

Must it not then be equally plain that, if these natural influences are 
not enough, it is only a supernatural power which can ensure peace — 
in a word, the incoming of the Kingdom of God ? 

(/) The Conelict between Bbitish and French Opinion 

The foregoing estimates of the British and French reactions to the 
Italo-Abyssinian conflict perhaps confirm the view^ that, in this 
chapter of international history, Great Britain and France exchanged 
— at any rate temporarily and superficially — ^their characteristic post- 
war r61es. This dual volte-face caused an equal amazement— and 
annoyance — on both sides ; and it was no doubt inevitable that these 
feelings, in their turn, should produce an acute state of misunder- 
standing and tension between the two countries. It was perhaps 
rather a matter for wonder and congratulation that the Anglo-French 
entente, in any shape or form, should have outlasted the Armistice 
of 1918 by seventeen years, and that, even now, it should prove 
capable of standing so severe an additional strain ; for this continued 
avoidance of an open Anglo-French rupture ran counter to one of 
the fundamental ‘laws’ that had usually governed the course of 
international relations. 

This ‘law’ was to the effect that, after a general war which had 

^ The reaction in the TJnited Kingdom during the spring and summer of 
1936 to the collapse of Abyssinian resistance is dealt with in section (xiiil. 
below. ' ' 

® For an anticipatory statement of this view, see pp, 31-2, above. 
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resulted in a decisive victory for one party, the principal victors 
should redistribute themselves into opposite scales of the balance of 
power until they had brought this balance back into equilibrium by 
a reversal of alliances. After the last general war in the Western 
World before that of 1914-18, the definitive defeat, in 1815, of the 
French attempt at domination had been followed by a reconciliation 
between France and her secular adversary Great Britain, who, in the 
last round of the contest, had been the heart and soul of the anti- 
Napoleonic coahtion. On this showing, the defeat of Germany by 
the Allied and Associated Powers in 1918 ought to have been followed 
by an Anglo-German rapprochement ; and in fact the relations between 
Great Britain and Germany grew steadily more cordial, as Anglo- 
French cordiahty waned, from the date of the Franco-Belgian in- 
vasion of the Eiuhr on the 11th January, 1923, down to Herr Hitler’s 
advent to power in the Reich on the 30th January, 1933. Nor did 
the sudden and violent revulsion of British feeling towards Germany 
which promptly followed the Hitlerian revolution from a parliamen- 
tary democratic to a Fascist dictatorial r6gime^ reverse, or even 
arrest, the post-war process of British alienation from France ; for 
British pubhc opinion attributed to the negativeness and implaca- 
bility of French foreign pohcy since the Armistice a large share of the 
responsibility for the eruption of National Socialism in Germany ; 
and the greater the indignation and alarm that were aroused in 
British hearts by the creed and practice of Herr Hitler and his 
followers, the sharper became the British resentment against France 
for the part which France was judged by British observers to have 
played in bringing the plague of a demented Germany upon the 
head of an already distracted Europe. Accordingly, in 1935, when 
Great Britain and France fell out over an international crisis which 
had no direct relation to the German problem, the unabated British 
hatred and fear of ' Hitlerism ’ did not deter British public opinion 
from reacting as bitterly against the French complacency towards 
Italy as it had reacted against the French implacability towards 
Germany in 1922-3; and this time, once again, the British franco- 
phobia found a tangible focus in the person of a French statesman. 
In 1936 the opportunism of Monsieur Laval was as odious in British 
eyes as the rigidity of Monsieur Poincar6 had been thirteen years 
before. 

Conversely, the French, for their part, resented the British efforts 
to draw them into taking action against Italy in 1936 as bitterly as, 
in 1922, they had resented the British efforts to deter them from 
^ For this revulsion, see the Sv/rvey for 1933, pp. 163-71. 
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taking action against Germany. In fact, in 1935 Franco-British 
relations were under a severer strain than they had been at any time 
since the acceptance of the Dawes Plan on the 25th-28th April, 
1924,^ but with this fundamental difference in the European situation, 
that the Germany who had stiff been prostrate in 1924 was now in 
the act of rising, shakily but menacingly, to her feet. 

It may be useful to analyse in greater detail the Anglo-French 
misunderstanding of 1935 and the respective feelings and considera- 
tions that underlay it on either side. 

The French, on their side, were exasperated at what appeared to 
them to be a chef d' oeuvre of the characteristic perversity of Enghsh 
behaviour. As the French saw it, the Enghsh had waited to commit 
themselves to the League of Nations until they had driven the French 
into despairing of it. If only the Enghsh had displayed from 1920 
onwards that fervour of devotion to the Covenant which they suddenly 
began to express in 1935, then the French might not have been pushed 
into reinsuring themselves — against the ostentatious lukewarmness 
of the British ahegiance to the principle of cohective security on the 
European Continent — ^by weaving their network of treaties of mutual 
guarantee with Belgium, Poland and the states members of the Little 
Entente. Even if the British had proclaimed their conversion no 
earher than the beginning of 1933, upon Herr Hitler’s advent to power 
in Germany, the French might still have turned towards the United 
Kingdom for the additional support of which they felt the need in face 
of a Germany who was once more becoming militant. But, instead of 
that, the British had made no sign until the French had reinforced 
their existing Continental affiances by negotiating the Franco-Italian 
Pact of the 7th January and the Franco -Russian Treaty of the 2nd 
May, 1935. Then, and only then, had the British been moved to 
declare that their foreign policy was solidly based upon the Covenant 
after all ; and, even then, they had chosen to avow this faith in, and 
devotion to, the League in circumstances which were calculated to 
cause an immediate and particular embarrassment to France that 
would more than offset the ultimate general advantage that she 
might expect to derive from this tardy British adherence to the cause 
of collective security. In looking about for a corpus vile upon which 
to demonstrate their new-found enthusiasm for the application of 
sanctions in pursuance of Article 16 of the Covenant, the British 
had singled out France’s latest, most valuable, and most laboriously 
and precariously acqxnred Continental European ally, and had voci- 
ferously called upon Monsieur Laval to overthrow his own recent 
^ See the Survey for I92i, Part II A, sections (xv)“(vi) and pp. 368-9. 
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handiwork by taking a leading part, side by side with Great Britain 
herself, in applying coercion to Signor Mussohni on account of an 
African colonial adventure which — ^in the possibly rather myopic 
French outlook — appeared to involve no appreciable threat to the 
post-war political status quo in Europe. 

To this French indictment it was in vain for the British to reply 
that Italy had, after aU, committed a grossly flagrant breach of the 
Covenant — an instrument which France and Great Britain alike were 
pledged to uphold — ^by perpetrating an act of unprovoked aggression 
against a fellow state member of the League. The French retort 
{mirabile dictu) was to arraign the British for taking a pedantically 
legalistic line which did not correspond to the realities. The handling 
of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict ought not to be governed (so the 
French protested) by the sheer formality of Abyssinia’s membership 
of the League of Nations. The fact that she had been admitted to 
membership by an error of judgement ought not to weigh against the 
far more material fact that she was an "unworthy’ [indigne) member: 
a backward and barbarous Oriental state. And the tradition of 
Western diplomacy was to subordinate African and Asiatic rights 
to European exigencies. Had not the Triple Entente been cemented, 
during the decade ending in 1914, by the sacrifice of Morocco and 
Egypt and Persia ? And had not the Central Powers sought, on the 
eve of the General War of 1914-18, to retain the allegiance of Italy 
by conniving at her unprovoked spoliation of their own ally Turkey ? 
What was Abyssinia that her theoretical right to a barbaric inde- 
pendence should be allowed to prise asunder a recently achieved 
Franco -Italian rapprochement which, in French eyes, had already 
come to be regarded as the keystone in the none too solid arch of the 
balance of power in Europe ? 

In French eyes the pedantry and perversity of the British demand 
that France should risk a breach with Italy on Abyssinia’s account 
was so preposterous that French minds found it difficult to believe 
that the professed ground of British policy could, be the true motive ; 
and the French found a more convincing explanation in the Italian 
thesis that the suddenly manifested British enthusiasm for the League 
in this fantastic application of the Covenant really masked a selfish 
concern for local British imperial interests. This French view of 
British policy was formulated as follows by two sharp-sighted French 
observers writing in 1936: 

How many Frenchmen are there who persist in seeiug nothing more 

than a manifestation of imperialism in the crisis through which Great 

Britain has just passed — overlooking the fact that the campaign to 
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carry public opinion [in support of the League] was all along led by the 
adversaries of imperialism and was opposed by its exponents ? . 

How many Frenchmen have convinced themselves that the defence of 
the British Empire, of the route to India and of the sources of the Nile 
IS the consideration for which the English have been bestirring them- 
selves, and that, in the whole debate, the prmciples invoked are mere 
cloaks for imperial interests ? They are impressed with the spectacle 
of England’s perpetual success in making her principles coincide with 
her interests ; and the perspicacity with which they flatter themselves 
that they have seen through the British motives dispenses them, as 
they imagine, from any necessity to inquire further. 

These Frenchmen would consider it naive to allow their feelings to 
be engaged by the abrupt conversion of a nation which finds itself over- 
come by so lively an attachment to the League of Nations at a moment 
when the League can be of service to its national interests. Between 
the previous indulgence and the present severity of the Enghsh attitude 
towards violations of the Covenant, the French see a contrast which 
strikes them as singular. For ten years or more, France has begged 
England, without avail, to join her m insuring the maintenance of the 
Covenant and to take her part in the organization of a system of collec- 
tive security. Is it not exasperating to see England rallying to the 
Covenant at last after her long detachment has allowed our victory [in 
the late war] to fritter itself away and has permitted an expansion of 
German nationalism ? It is more exasperating still that England should 
take this course at the precise moment when the apphcation of this 
system becomes dangerous for French interests. . . . Was there not a 
shocking contrast between the softness of England [towards Germany] 
in March [1935] and the vehemence which she was to display a short 
while afterwards in defending the Covenant against Italy 

The French were the more ready to take this view of British policy 
because it not only offered them some justification for venting their 
spleen but also salved the pricks of conscience ; for, if the British 
championship of the League against Italy was reaUy nothing more 
than a scandalous piece of British hypocrisy, then the French need 
not be ashamed of doing less than the English were making a show of 
doing on the League’s behalf. 

This French scepticism about British motives was matched by an 
equally trenchant British scepticism about the motives of the French. 
For the French, too, were making a volte-face which was not the less 
abrupt because it happened to be in just the opposite direction. They 
were turning away from the principle of collective security at the 
moment when the British were turning towards it; and while in 
French minds the present British professions of faith in the League 
were discredited by a lively recollection of the previous British luke- 
warmness, in British minds the present French indifference cast a 

^ Vaucher and Siriex, op. cit., pp, 91, 8, and 23. 
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retrospective doubt upon tbe sincerity of those professions of faith 
which the French had made m the past. 'We always suspected’, 
the British francophobes now declared, 'that the professed zeal of 
the French for collective security was a sham, and that aU the time 
they were nursing the Covenant as an instrument which, in French 
designs, was to be used against only one country, namely Germany, 
on behalf of only one country, namely France ; and now our suspicions 
are confirmed. The mask has been stripped off the ugly countenance 
of French egotism by the shameless refusal of France to join in any 
serious application of the Covenant against France’s anti-German 
aUy Italy and in favour of her deserted protegee Abyssinia.’ 

This British attitude towards the policy of France has been weU 
described by the two French observers who have already been quoted. 

The curiously complete inversion of roles between France and Great 
Britain has caused no less surprise in Great Britain than ia France. 
The British are stupefied at a French policy which boggles at sanctions, 
sets its face against any automatic application of them, and appears 
to renounce all interest in the principle of collective security, to forget 
the existence of Germany, and to let shp the opportunity of making 
sure of British support against her. It is our most faithful friends [in 
England] who are the most deeply disconcerted at our behaviour. Upon 
seeing us displa3rmg so much hesitation and reserve in the month of 
October [1935] about giving Great Britain the promise of our assistance, 
the whole of the opposition press turned against us. In the December 
crisis, it was the unanimous voice of the whole of England which passed 
judgment on us — and the judgment was severe. The question was 
put whether we had not allowed our diplomatic suppleness to beguile 
us into attempting to lead England astray, with us, out of the straight 
path.^ 

This British indignation at what appeared in British eyes to be the 
egotistic insincerity of French professions of devotion to the collective 
system in the past was accompanied by an equally intense stupefac- 
tion at the apparent short-sightedness of the French in now rebuffing 
the British rally to the support of the Covenant. Did not the French 
reahze that, if they now shirked their obligation to uphold the Cove- 
nant against Italy, the disillusionment in British roinds might cut so 
deep that the French would run the risk of forfeiting the prospect 
of British support if the scene of the next breach of the Covenant 
were to be in Europe and not in Africa, with Germany taking Italy’s 
place as the offender ? Had not Sir Samuel Hoare, in his speech in 
the League Assembly at Geneva on the 11th September, 1935, ^ told 
his foreign colleagues that the League was ^the main bridge between 
the United Kingdom and the Continent’ — ^with a clear hint that 
^ Vaucher and Sixiex, op, dt, pp, 93-4. “ See p. 187, below. 
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British co-operation with Continental Powers could only be counted 
upon so long as this bridge was maintained intact ? The disillusion- 
ment of British opinion over French policy was conveyed to French 
listeners and readers in plain language by a number of prominent 
Englishmen in private stations — ^including some notorious franco- 
phils — while the Franco-German factor in the It alo -Abyssinian issue 
was discreetly yet pointedly expounded, on at least two occasions, 
by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

It is not a question of a particular country; it is a question of a 
principle [said General Spears in an interview published on the 26th Sep- 
tember in LeT emps\ If we were to give way over this principle, the very 
foundations of the League of Nations would be destroyed and therewith 
the League would cease to exist, It would be impossible, without danger, to 
interpret the League simply as a mutual insurance arrangement directed 
against Germany. The Covenant has to be appHed either m its entirety 
and in aU circumstances or else not at aU. To attempt, to-day, to 
restrict the range of its application is to expose yourselves to the risk 
of seeing employed against France the very arguments against the 
application of the Covenant that are being made use of to-day in 
certain circles. 

On the 26th September, at Geneva, a letter^ signed by forty-six 
British men and women of some prominence in public hfe was pre- 
sented to Monsieur Laval — ^who may not have welcomed the zest 
with which these British correspondents sought to nail him down to 
his rueful declaration in the Assembly that ‘la France restera fidele 
au Pacte’. On the same day the Figaro published a statement — 
pleading in much the same terms for ‘ close and consistent co-operation 
between France and Great Britain ’ in support of the Covenant against 
Italy ^from Sir Austen Chamberlain. On the 3rd October (the day 
on which the Italians actually invaded Abyssinia) the German aspect 
of the case was underlined by Mr. Baldwin at Bournemouth at a 
mass meeting in connexion with the Conference of the National 
Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations, 

The centre of our Empire lies — ^and, so far as we can see, will lie for 
many centuries to come — ^in this island. If this island perish, with aU 
that it Stands for, I doubt if the Empire could hold together, and in my 
view the maintenance of the Empire will depend on the maintenance 
of the position of this heart of the Empire in Europe. . . . 

The whole perspective on the Continent has been altered in the past 
year or two by the rearmmg of Germany. I have no reason to believe 
in hostile intentions. I do not look on Germany or any other country 
as necessarily a potential foe. I hoped, indeed, for that friendship after 
the Great War which we have so often succeeded in making with those 

^ Text and signatures in The Times, 27th September, 1935. 
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who have recently been our foes in the field. But I cannot be blind to 
the fact that the presence of another great nation armed alters the per- 
spective in Europe in the fulfilment of obhgations under the League of 
Nations. I cannot conceal from myself that some day the fulfilment of 
those obligations may mean that the nations who are f ulfillin g them 
may have to maintain by force of arms the Covenant of the League. 

The moral for France was drawn by Sir Austen Chamberlain on 
the 15th October in an interview with Monsieur Bertrand de Jouvenel 
which was published on the 16th in Paris Soir. 

We are astonished and — why not say it ? — shocked by the apparent 
hesitation and by the selfish considerations which seem to characterize 
the French behaviour in this affair. To the question whether v/e are 
prepared to maintain the Covenant, to hold to our engagements, the 
British reply leaves no doubt, while the French reply is uncertain. . . . 

If the Covenant triumphs, the confidence that we place in it will be 
fortified, and Great Britain will have created for herself a precedent 
that will govern her attitude m other crises to come. If, on the other 
hand, other nations which have signed the Covenant, which have 
repeatedly declared their loyalty to it, and which have sometimes 
accused the representatives of Groat Britain of being lukewarm in their 
support of it, now default on their engagements in this decisive hour, 
then Great Britain will consider that she has been released from her 
obhgations. 

The French interviewer summed up the gist of Sir Austen Cham- 
berlain’s statement as follows in his own words : 

If you French do not to-day rule out of account your friendship 
with Italy, if you do not join us in seeing the appheation of sanctions 
through to the end, then you must not count upon us in the event of 
a conflict with Germany. 

On the 17th October the Archbishop of Canterbury gave the same 
French pubheist the first interview that he had ever given to a jour- 
nalist in order to enlighten French opinion as to the sincerity of the 
motives inspiring British pohey. And on the 23rd October the French 
newspaper Marianne published interviews with four British states- 
men — Sir Austen Chamberlain, Mr. Attlee, Dr. Dalton and a Liberal 
leader whose name was not divulged — ^in which each of them, in his 
different language, expressed an identical view which coincided 
exactly with that which Sir Austen Chamberlain had expressed to 
Monsieur Bertrand de Jouvenel a week earlier. 

The question [declared Sir Austen Chamberlain on this occasion] is 
whether there is such a thing as public law in Europe or whether, for 
each of us, such law only exists in so far as it happens to serve our par- 
ticular interests. ... If, in face of a test like this, the League of Nations 
shows itself impotent, I think that the immediate effect on British 
policy win be to reinforce enormously that section of opinion — ^negligible 
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up to now — ^which wants to disinterest itself in Continental European 
affairs. ... If, as a result of the present crisis, collective security is 
destroyed, or if it emerges seriously weakened, I am forced to recognize 
that this might produce unfortunate reactions — even upon the Pact of 
Locarno. . . . What the French people ought to be told is this . It is not 
only the Covenant, or the security which you may enjoy thanks to the 
provisions of the Covenant, that is at stake at t^s moment. A check 
to the League might have unfortunate reactions upon the general attitude 
of Great Britam. 

On the 16th December, 1935, in Paris, at the height of the crisis 
which had been precipitated by the disclosure of the terms of ‘the 
Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’, Lord Cecil made the same point. 

It should be possible to estabhsh permanent peace on two conditions — 
Franco-British co-operation and absolute respect for the rules of the 
League. The French in the past have been quicker than the British 
to see the value of the League. It was the more unfortunate that to-day, 
when Great Britain was at last fuUy ahve to the value of the League, 
the reply of France to her offers of co-operation should be so strangely 
disappointing. 

Finally, in his apologia in the House of Commons at Westminster 
on the 19th December, Mr. Baldwin put forward the same thesis — 
that if France were to leave Great Britain in the lurch in vindicating 
the Covenant against Italy, then it might be impossible, in the next 
chapter, to induce the British people to support France in vindicating 
the Covenant against Germany — ^and the Prime Minister’s agree- 
ment with his British critics on this interconnexion between the 
actual Italian and a potential German issue was impressive, even 
though Mr. Baldwin sought to press this premise into the service of 
an argument in favour, not of holding France to her League obliga- 
tions against Italy, but of allowing the British Government to foUow 
suit to the French Government in defaulting on the two Govern- 
ments’ common obligations m the Italo-Abyssinian case. 

I am as anxious as any one on any bench in this House not only to pre- 
serve the League of Nations but to make it effective, not only now but 
in the future, and if by any chance — and I will only put it like that — 
this country had to take part in a unilateral war, even for a short time 
before others could come m, what I dread is the reaction in this country. 
I am not thinking of any campaign that might be organized against the 
Government for bringing the country into war, I am thinking of this : 
that men will say: ‘Well, if by adherence to the League of Nations we 
find ourselves standing alone to do what ought to be done by everybody, 
this is the last time we will allow a Government to commit itself with 
regard to collective security because, for aU we know, the next time we 
have to employ this, the field may be nearer home than the Mediter- 
ranean.’ 
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These authoritative British warnings to France were extremely 
pertinent to the international situation which arose when, on the 
7th March, 1936 — at a moment when Italy was still vigorously prose- 
cuting her war of aggression against Abyssinia thanks to the prowess 
of French diplomacy in postponing the apphcation of the 'oil sanction’ 
— ^Herr Hitler tore up the Locarno Pact by sending German troops 
into the demhitarized German territory in the Rhineland.^ 

(g) The Attitudes of the Smaller States Members of the 

League 

One of the important practical effects of the institution of the 
League of Nations upon the international life of the Great Society of 
the day was that of restoring to the lesser states of the World some 
measure of the influence in international counsels which was theirs 
by right as well as by tradition, but which had been virtually denied 
to them under the nineteenth-century system of a ' Concert of Europe ’ 
that was a euphemism for an exclusive cabal of the European Great 
Powers. 2 The League gave the smaller states both a forum and a 
guarantee, because it stood for the reign of Law in international 
affairs ; and it was of the essence of Law — ^in international no less 
than in municipal society — ^that the always inevitable changes in the 
relations between different members of Society should not be brought 
about by other than peaceful means. On this account the Covenant 
had a special value and sanctity for the smaller states members of 
the League who recognized that a respect for Law was their last, 
as well as their first, line of defence against a threat to their welfare, 
or indeed to their existence, as sovereign independent polities — ^in 
contrast to the attitude of the states which accounted themselves 
to be Great Powers and which tacitly gave notice, in assuming 
this status, that they believed themselves to be capable of holding 
their own, even in a lawless World, by the strength of their own 
right arm. 

Accordingly Italy’s breach of the Covenant in the flagrant form 
of an aggressive act of war was execrable in the eyes of the citizens of 
the smaller states, and this not only d priori but almost ex officio. For 
a maj ority of the states members of the League which came within this 
category — e.g. for the Latin-American republics ; the self-governing 
Dominions of the British Crown overseas (apart from South Africa) ; 
and the West-European ex-neutrals (apart jfrom Switzerland, Spain 

^ This episode wiQ be dealt with in the Survey for 19B6, 

® See A, J. Toynbee: The World after the Feace Conference (Oxford Univer- 
sity, Press, 1925), pp. 24 seqq. 
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and Portugal) — ^this general, but at the same time vital, interest in 
the vindication of the reign of Law in the international sphere was 
the sole consideration that moved them, in face of the Italo- Abyssinian 
conflict, when they were called upon to take their stand on the ground 
of condemning and hampering the aggressor. In other words, the 
interest and attitude of the majority of the smaller states members 
of the League were substantially identical with those of the United 
Kingdom. 

At the same time there was a minority among the states of this 
class which was also moved by special considerations. For example, 
the Portuguese and South African opposition to the Italian act of 
aggression was accentuated by a fear lest this particular international 
crime might prove, if successful, to be the first step in a new parti- 
tion of Africa in which Portugal might lose her colonies and the Union 
of South Africa her existence. The South Africans also dreaded the 
possible effect of the war in East Africa — ^which the Itahan propa- 
ganda was vociferously defending as a war of White Civilization 
against Black Barbarism — ^in inflaming the relations between White 
men and Black men aU over the African continent, and thereby in- 
cidentally aggravating, for South Africa, her already grave domestic 
racial problem. On the other hand, the Spaniards and the Swiss were 
deterred, like the French, from throwing themselves with any zeal 
into the ful f i l ment of their obligations under the Covenant in this 
particular case for fear of falling foul of so formidable a next-door 
neighbour as Italy threatened to be ; and the reluctance of the Swiss 
was reinforced by their concern to preserve a traditionally recognized 
neutrality which antedated the foundation of the League of Nations 
by several centuries and which might conceivably be challenged by 
a country against which Switzerland actively carried out her post- 
war obligations under Article 16 of the Covenant.^ Finally there 
were two small Danubian countries — ^the post-war remnants of 
Austria and Hungary — ^which found themselves in October 1935 so 
tightly bound to Italy both politically and economically that they 
elected to default on their obligations under the Covenant rather 
than break with their outlawed Italian patroness. And the same 
choice was made by Albania — ^if an act of free will can be ascribed 
to a country which, under the form of a sovereign independent mem- 
bership of the League, was in reahty almost an Italian protectorate. 

In this numerous array of small countries the attitude of dis- 

^ For this special Swiss problem of reconciliag Swiss obHgatioiis under the 
Covenant with the duties and the privileges of Switzerland’s traditional 
neutrality, see The World After the Tecbce Oonference, p. 38. 
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interested support of the League as the pillar of international law 
and order found its most impressive exponents in the Scandinavian 
countries. As early as the 29th August, 1935, the Foreign Ministers 
of Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden, sitting in council at Oslo, 
pubhcly announced their intention of working for a settlement of the 
Italo-Abyssinian dispute in accordance with the terms of the Covenant . 
Already, on the 26th August, the Norwegian Foreign Minister, Mon- 
sieur Koht, had declared that Norway was prepared to take part in 
the application of economic sanctions ; and a corresponding declara- 
tion was made by a former Swedish Foreign Minister, Monsieur 
Unden, on the 31st August, 1935. The Scandinavian Governments 
were as good as their word when the moment came for action in 
October ; and thereafter the Norwegians — notwithstanding the profits 
that the Norwegian tanker-fleet was making from the transport of 
oil to Italy — were not among the nations that showed themselves 
obstructive over the proposal to impose the 'oil sanction’.^ Conform- 
ably, both the Governments and the pubHc in Scandinavia were as 
deeply shocked by 'the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’ as the public was 
in Great Britain; and on the 18th December — ^the day before Sir 
Samuel Hoare made his apologia, and Mr. Baldwin his recantation, 
in the House of Commons at Westminster — ^the new turn of the wheel 
of British policy was criticized in outspoken terms by the Swedish 
Foreign Minister, Monsieur Sandler. 

What had occurred in the last few days gave rise to serious thought 
as regarded relations between the great and the small Powers in the 
League. Those relations might become vastly different from what they 
were intended [to be]. There was no reason to ignore either the defi- 
ciencies m the present organization of the League or its value. The 
latter would be best tmderstood if the League collapsed, in which event 
they might weU revert to the time when statesmen took lessons from 
MachiaveUi. 

This Scandinavian movement of opinion was reflected, in a less 
demonstrative form, in Holland ; and Belgium followed suit — ^though 
Belgian statesmanship appears to have shared to some extent the 
French Government’s misgivings over the possibility that the applica- 
tion of sanctions against Italy might have adverse effects upon the 
international situation in Transalpine Europe. 

The overseas Dominions of the British (>own likewise came into 
hne with the other smaller states members of the League, although 
none of them except South Africa had any direct stake in the East 
African conflict. The Australian Government were not deterred from 

^ See pp. 275 seqq., below. 
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taking part in the application of sanctions by the vociferous opposi- 
tion of Labour ; nor was Canada by the particular memory of the 
Chanaq incident or by her general instinct, as a North American 
community, to shrink from European entanglements. The Canadian 
Government did, however, on the 1st December, 1935, disown respon- 
sibility for the action of their accredited representative at Geneva, 
Mr. Riddell, who had initiated in the Committee of Eighteen, on the 
2nd November, the historic resolution in favour of the conditional 
extension of the embargo against Italy to the four additional com- 
modities of oU, coal, iron and steel.^ 

Am ong the Latin- American states members of the League — ^not 
to speak of Brazil, the largest of the Latin- American republics, whose 
secession from the League had taken effect on the 14th June, 1928 — 
there was a more pronounced tendency to hesitate over the imposi- 
tion of sanctions against Italy : partly, perhaps, because the strategic 
and pohtical remoteness of Latin America from the scene of the con- 
flict made the economic sacrifices that were demanded loom larger 
in proportion to the value of the vindication of the principle of inter- 
national law and order ; and also perhaps partly because the important 
Italian element in the population of the leading Latin-American 
countries naturally threw its weight into the pohtical scales on the 
anti-sanctions side. All the same, when it came to the point, Paraguay 
was the only Latin-American state member that defaulted on her 
obligations under the Covenant by refusing to apply the sanctions 
that were recommended by the Committee of Eighteen; and this 
Latin-American loyalty to the Covenant was a matter of moment 
not only on pohtical grounds as a demonstration of sohdarity, but 
also on economic grounds in view of the importance of the Latin- 
American market for the Itahan textile industry. 

Among the smaller states whose loyal execution of their obhgations 
under the Covenant was particularly notable, some mention must 
be made of Poland, Bulgaria and the Irish Eree State. Poland came 
into line with her fellow states members rather unexpectedly at the 
eleventh hour, though the recent trend of her foreign pohcy — ^her 
bilateral understanding with Germany and her assertion of national 
' sovereignty against international obhgations in the matter of the 
treaty betweeen Poland and the Principal Ahied Powers for the 
protection of minorities in Poland^ — ^might have been expected to 
inchne her to ahgn herself with Italy agatost the League. Bulgaria, 
likewise, came into hne in spite of being a revisionist state who was 
linked with Italy by a dynastic marriage as well as by a common un- 
^ See pp. 273-4, below. ® See the Swrvey for 1934, pp. 396-8. 
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friendliness towards Jugoslavia. And the Irish Eree State came into 
line notwithstanding the fact that Mr. de Valera’s bate noire the 
United Kingdom — ^with whom he was at that time still engaged in an 
economic war — ^was playing the part of protagonist in the champion- 
ship of the Covenant against Italy. In following what he believed to 
be the right course for Ireland, in spite of the fact that it happened 
to be coincident with the course of British poUcy, Mr. de Valera 
showed a single-mindedness and a magnanimity which were perhaps 
rare among the poHticians of his generation ; and he showed an equally 
notable com^age in refusing to be deflected from his path by the gibes 
of his Irish pohtical opponents.^ 

If the merit of the Irish Eree State, Bulgaria and Poland in fulfil- 
ling their obligations under the Covenant in the Italo-Abyssinian 
dispute deserves an honourable mention for the reasons here sug- 
gested, it would be logical to discount, in corresponding measure, 
the merit of the states members of the Little Entente and the Balkan 
Entente, since these were states which, hke Erance and the U.S.S.R , 
were obsessed, beyond the average degree, with a sense of insecurity, 
while, unlike Erance, they had no special hopes of ItaHan support 
to weigh in the balance of interest against the advantage which they 
stood to gain from a successful vindication of the general principle 
of collective security. The Turks and Greeks and Jugoslavs positively 
d islik ed and feared Italy,^ and their Rumanian and Czechoslovak 
associates were under no temptation to show indulgence to Hungary’s 
patroness. These pohtical considerations far outweighed the serious 
material sacrifices which the participation in economic sanctions 
exacted from Jugoslavia and Rumania at any rate. During the crisis 

^ In facing his constituents after his return from Geneva, Mr. de Valera is 
reported to have defended his policy by putting to them the question: ‘If I 
am on the road to Heaven, and if I see a man whom I don’t much hke travel- 
ling side by side with me in the same direction, am I to change my course 
because of that ? ’ The writer of this Survey, who spent a few days in Dublin 
in November 1935, soon discovered that if any Irishman with whom he dis- 
cussed the international crisis expressed a sympathy for Italy, he could be 
sure of obtaining an answer in the affirmative if he asked his interlocutor: 
‘Then are you a supporter of Mr. Cosgrave ? ’ 

® The complementary Turkish sympathy for Abyssinia was shown officially 
by the despatch, from Angora to Addis Ababa, of the first Turkish cha/rgi 
d'affaires that had been accredited to the Ethiopian Government since the 
General War of 1914-18, and the first Turkish military aUao7i4 that had ever 
been posted in Abyssinia. The ckargi d'affaires arrived before, the military 
attadhS after, the outbreak of hostilities in East Africa. In an unofficial but 
more effective way, Turkish good-will was also shown by the enlistment of 
a distinguished Turkish soldier, Vehib Pasha, in the Ethiopian service as a 
mihtary adviser, Vehib Pasha was posted to the vital section of the southern 
front which covered Jigjiga and Harrar. 
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precipitated by the presentation of 'the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’, 
the Councils of the Little Entente and the Balkan Entente met in 
joint session, under the chairmanship of Monsieur Titulescu, on the 
20th December, 1935, and announced that they had 'renewed their 
decision in favour of a strict and loyal appheation of the Covenant of 
the League of Nations, and also in favour of common action among 
themselves in the circumstances of the moment'. 

The South African attitude is perhaps sufficiently interesting, both 
for its own sake and for its effect upon public opinion and upon 
governmental pohey in Great Britain, to deserve a rather closer 
examination. 

As early as the 12th August a note of alarm was sounded by so 
experienced and authoritative a statesman as General Smuts, in an 
interview which contained the following passage ; 

If Italy becomes seriously involved in Abyssinia and is badly crippled 
there by a long conflict, a very serious position may be created in 
Europe. 

It is possible that Great Britain may be able to keep out of this as 
far as Europe is concerned, but a great conflict in Africa, on the borders 
of British territory, must have serious repercussions on British territories 
in North Africa as well as the Sudan and Egypt. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the invasion of Abyssinia by Italy 
will arouse anxious feelings all over Africa between White and Black. 
We have seen what effect the Russo-Japanese War had in raising feeling 
between Europe and Asia, and this Abyssinian adventure by Italy 
may be most far-reaching in its effect on the African mind. 

The African does not look on the European as an enemy, but this 
trouble may raise intense racial colour feeling and make the position 
of the European much more difficult. It may spread all over the African 
continent. You may find that every African will sympathize with 
Abyssinia. 

The fear that an Italian attack upon Abyssinia might 'upset rela- 
tions between Black and White throughout the World’ was echoed 
by the Union Mi nis ter for Agriculture, Colonel Reitz, in an interview 
which he gave on the 19th August upon his return from a visit to 
Europe. And on the 4th September the Union Prime Minister, General 
Hertzog, declared in a public speech, with reference to the Italo- 
Abyssioian crisis : 

In my opinion it is the beginning of a long, and, if we must judge 
from what has gone before, one of the bloodiest and cruellest periods 
the World has ever known. 

On the 8th September General Hertzog issued an official statement 
declaring the attitude of the South African Government to be 'that 
the League should do its duty’. 
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Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech of the 11th September at Geneva was 
warmly approved by South African public opinion ; and it was followed 
up on the ISth, in the same international forum, by a speech from the 
South African delegate to the Assembly of the League, in which Mr. 
te Water gave voice to the two fears that were now haunting South 
African minds : the fear of a new partition of Africa by violence, and 
the fear of a wholesale mihtarization of native African populations 
which were, or might come to be, under the rule of certain European 
Powers.^ Nor was this indignation and dismay at the behaviour of 
Italy confined to South Africans in high places. On the 12th August 
a protest against the subsidizing, by the Union Government, of the 
export of meat for the Italian troops in East Africa was addressed to 
General Hertzog by the General Secretary of the South African Trades 
and Labour Council; and on the 31st August the dockworkers at 
Capetown decided to refuse to load frozen beef into an Italian ship. 
This action was supported by the Cape Federation of Trades against 
General Hertzog’s strongly expressed remonstrances, while the ques- 
tion of the subsidy became the subject of a stubborn political con- 
troversy. 

On the 18th October the danger of the militarization of the man- 
power of the Empire of Ethiopia in the event of its being conquered 
by Italy was underlined by General Smuts in a speech delivered at 
Pretoria and by Sir Abe Bailey in a letter published in London on 
the same day in the columns of The Times, By this time the anti- 
Itahan feeling in the Union was running high; and South Africa 
was the first state member of the League to report that it had put 
into force all the sanctions that were recommended in October by the 
Committee of Eighteen.^ These measures were brought into effect by 
a proclamation issued in Pretoria on the 30th of that month. 

On the 9th November Sir Abe Bailey returned to the charge, on 
the question of the militarization of the Blacks, in a letter which was 
published in The Daily Telegraph on the 11th ; and on the latter day, 
which was the anniversary of Armistice Day, General Smuts, at 
Pretoria, delivered a message of encouragement. 

The League was not moribund or on its last legs, but only finding its 
feet. It was only at the beginning of its career. Henceforth it would 
more and more stand forth as a determined foe to that imperialism, 
that spirit of aggressive expansion and annexation characteristic of the 
old pre-War order, which it was fondly thought was killed in the Great 
War, but which was once more showing its horrid head in world affairs. 

^ Passages from this speech are quoted, in another context, on pp. 190-1, 
below. 

* See pp. 223 below. 
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On the 4th Decemher, at Johannesburg, the Union Minister of the 
Interior, Mr. Hofmeyr, declared that the South Africans, ^ as a Govern- 
ment and a nation’, were 'determined that nothing’ should 'interfere 
with the carrying out of’ their 'obligations under the League 
Covenant’, And on the same day in London, at a meeting of the 
General Council of the League of Nations Union, a message was read 
from General Smuts in which the South African statesman con- 
gratulated this private society in the United Kingdom on ' the marked 
effect which its propaganda’ had 'produced on public opinion’. 

So far from sympathizing with the Italians as fellow White men 
who had set themselves to subdue the last remaining stronghold of 
rampant Black Barbarism, the Afrikanders sympathized with the 
Amharas as a fellow African nation that was fighting for its indepen- 
dence and for its life against a fresh wave of European imperialism 
which was a menace to the whole African continent. And these 
feelings seem to have been genuinely felt by South African White 
men who at that very moment were agitating for the withdrawal of 
the provincial franchise in the Cape Province from their coloured 
fellow subjects. To an Italian or even an English observer this 
dualism in the South African attitude might seem difficult to com- 
prehend. Yet the genuineness of the South African sympathy with 
Abyssinia was demonstrated once again in the vehemence of the dis- 
approval with which 'the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’ was received by 
South African public opinion. 

While the Portuguese were moved by the same strong feelings 
as the South Africans — and this on much the same grounds — ^tho 
Spaniards, who at this date had no African colonies, worth consider- 
ing, left to lose, were more powerfully moved by a lively sense of their 
own weakness and of Italy’s close neighbourhood. When it came to 
the point Spain fulfilled her obligations under the Covenant like her 
Latin-American daughter republics; but on the 3rd October, 1935, 
the Government had to reject a demand, put forward in the Cortes 
at Madrid, that Spain should declare her neutrahty in the Italo- 
Abyssinian war, instead of playing her due part in the frustration of 
the aggressor ; and at a later stage the Spanish Government appear 
to have shown considerable perturbation on receiving the inquiry — 
addressed by the British Government to all states members of the 
League with coast-lines on the Mediterranean — as to whether they 
would be prepared to lend the British Navy their material support 
in the event of an Italian attack on Great Britain on account of her 
fulfilment of her obligations under Article 16 of the Covenant.^ 

^ For this British inquiry, see section (viii) below. 
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The Spanish misgivings over the implementation of Article 16 
wore shared by the vSwiss — and this, perhaps, on more substantial 
grounds. Yet Switzerland, too, w^hen it came to the point, ranged 
herself w ith the overw'helming majority of her fellow states members 
of the League who applied economic sanctions against Italy, instead 
of with the defaulting trio consisting of Austria, Hungary and 
Albania. The main Ucence that Switzerland allowed herself, as a con- 
(‘ession to her anxiety to preserve her inherited neutral status, was 
to maintain her embargo upon the export of war-materials to 
Abyssinia, wiiilo placing a corresponding embargo upon the export 
of the same commodities to Italy. Besides this, Switzerland took 
account of her geographical proximity to Italy by refraining from 
applying completelj’ the Committee of Eightcon's recommendation 
that stat(‘s nuunbers of the League should decline to receive Itahan 
exports. And in tlic third place the terms of the Swiss-Itahan-Gcrman 
convention of the 13th October, 1900, debarred Switzerland from 
interrupting the traffic between Italy and Germany across Swiss 
territory through the St. Gothard tunnel.^ On the whole, however, 
Sw'isa policy in this crisis was governed less by special Swiss considera- 
tions, and more by the general consideration of upholding inter- 
national law' and order, than had been expected by some foreign 
observers. 

The embarrassment of the Swiss Government over the applica- 
tion of At*ticlc 10 against Italy was trivial by comparison with the 
embarrassment which the Austrian Government had to face on the 
internal as well as on the international front. 

On the internal front Dr. von Schuschnigg's administration had 
to coi)C with a wave of popiilar sympathy in Austria for the Abys- 
sinians, as fellow victims of the South Tirolese Austrians under the 
heel of Italian imi)crialism — a sympathy which was reinforced by 
indignation at seeing the men of military age in the South Tirol being 
conscripted by the Italian Government and shipped overseas in order 
to risk, and perhaps lose, their lives for the sake of Italian ambitions 
at the Al)yssimanft’ expense. Some hundreds, or possibly thousands, 
of post-war Italian subjects of Austrian nationality in the South 
Tirol made good their escape across the It alo -Austrian frontier rather 
than obey Signor Mussolini’s mobilization order ; and these refugees 
remained within the post-war Austrian frontiers — as living testi- 

' Article 3 of this convention ran as follows: *Sauf les cas de force majeure, 
la Buisse assurera Texploitation du chemm de fer du St. Gothard centre toute 
interruption. Toutofois la Suisse a le droit de prendre les mesures n^cessaires 
pour le maintien de la neutrality et pour la defense du pays.’ 
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monies to tlie oppressiveness of the Italian yoke — except in so far 
as they travelled on into Germany. The experience of the Hapsburg 
Monarchy itself, during the War of 1914-18, indicated that the 
political effect of this exodus was likely to be ineradicable. During 
those years the non-German and non-Magyar subject nationalities 
of the Danubian Monarchy, who had sullenly endured a distasteful 
alien regime in peace time, had made up their minds that they could 
no longer bear to hve under a political system that had the physical 
power, as well as the legal right, to compel them to fight and die for 
the defeat of their own national aspirations. The mobilization of the 
Czech, Polish, Slovene, Slovak, Ukrainian, Jugoslav and Rumanian 
subjects of the Dual Monarchy in 1914 had been the fatal act which 
had made the break-up of the Monarchy in 1918 inevitable ; and on 
this precedent it might be prophesied that the Hberation of the South 
Tirol from Itahan rule was likely to be the ultimate consequence of 
Signor Mussolini’s mobilization of the South-Tirolese Austrians for 
his African adventure in 1935. By this act the South Tirolese ques- 
tion had been reopened with a violence that might prevent it from 
being closed again until the Italian fiag had been withdrawn from 
the Brenner to some hne between Botzen and Trento. 

In the face of a public opinion at home which had been thus in- 
flamed by the sight of South-Tirolese refugees into feeling that, after 
aU, Italy was Austria’s hereditary enemy, the Austrian Government’s 
posture of standing by Italy, on the ground of her being Austria’s 
special friend and benefactress, was sufficiently difficult to maintain ; 
yet this domestic problem was not more formidable than the inter- 
national embarrassments to which Dr. von Schuschnigg and his 
colleagues were exposing themselves. By defaulting — ^and this with 
only two accomplices — on obligations under the Covenant which fifty- 
two other states members of the League were agreeing to honour, the 
Austrian Government were not merely displaying an invidious ingrati- 
tude for past services rendered to Austria by the League which had been 
at least as valuable as any benefits that had been conferred upon Austria 
by Italy individually ; in the same act the Austrian Government were 
putting themselves out of court, in advance, against the day (which 
might come at any time) when it might be Austria’s turn, instead of 
Abyssinia’s, to call upon her fellow states members of the League to 
honour their engagements by coming to her assistance against an 
aggressor. 

In terms of sheer Bealpolitik, it was by no means clear in October 
1935 that it was worth Austria’s while to forfeit her claim to protec- 
tion by the League for the sake of preserving her claim to protection 
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by Italy. If Italy’s strength, were gradually drained out of Europe 
by the demands of her African war, it might be expected that the 
time would come when Italy would cease to be capable of making a 
military demonstration on the Brenner of the kind that had saved 
the Dollfuss regime in Austria after Dr. Dollfuss’s own death in July 
1934. And Herr Hitler would assuredly be quick to take advantage 
of a situation in which Italy no longer had the power, and the League 
no longer had the duty, to intervene in order to prevent the Anschluss 
of Austria to the Third Reich. These agonizing questions were 
answered by Dr. von Schuschnigg and his colleagues, in the autumn 
of 1935, in favour of staking the whole future of their regime upon 
the maintenance of the Itahan protectorate. To an outside observer 
this choice seemed at the time so iU-advised — even from the nakedly 
Machiavellian point of view — ^that it could hardly be ascribed to an 
objective judgment in favour of the arguments supporting it, but 
pointed rather to the existence of a personal tie between Dr. von 
Schuschnigg and Signor Mussolini which, in the Austrian Chancellor’s 
eyes, must have been indispensable for the maintenance of his own 
position in his own country. 

If this was the impression which Dr. von Schuschnigg’s policy 
made upon impartial observers, nothing could have been more agree- 
able to Dr. Goebbels’s Propaganda Ministry in Berlin, which had been 
proclaiming aU along that, under the mask of a championship of an 
alleged Austrian nationalism, Dr. Dollfuss and Dr. von Schuschnigg 
were in reality ‘the mnning dogs of a foreign imperialism’ (to apply 
the apt term of abuse with which the Chinese nationahsts sought to 
discredit their own Chinese opponents during the anti-foreign cam- 
paign in China in 1925-6).^ In fact, Signor Mussoluii’s wilful act of 
aggression in Africa had compelled the unhappy Dr. von Schuschnigg 
at Vienna to assume, before the eyes of a disapproving World, the 
humiliating role that had always been ascribed to him by his National- 
Socialist adversaries. 

While the Austrian Government showed the utmost embarrass- 
ment in making this painful and momentous choice of ranging them- 
selves at the Italian Government’s side in October 1935, the Hungarian 
Government marched into the Mussolinian camp with a gesture of 
truculence, and almost with an air of glee, that aroused a widespread 
disapproval and resentment throughout the World — ^in contrast to 
the measure of understanding and sympathy which the public opinion 
of Mankind had found itself able to extend to Dr. von Schuschnigg. 
The marked difference of manner with which the Austrian and 
^ See the Survey for 1926, p. 339. 
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Hungarian Governments took an identical step perceptibly increased 
the unpopularity of Hungary, without perceptibly diminishing the 
popularity of Austria, in the eyes of the international public. 

{ h ) The ATTiruDEs or Geuma^ty, the United States and Egypt 

Having now passed in review the attitudes of the states members 
of the League of Nations towards the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, we 
may go on to consider the attitudes of three neutral countries — 
Germany, the United States and Egypt — ^which were each, in various 
ways, capable of exercising a great and even perhaps a decisive in- 
fluence upon the outcome of the crisis, while at the same time all 
three of them were torn, like Austria, between conflicting and perhaps 
incompatible considerations. 

In the matter of influencing the outcome of the crisis, Egypt and 
Germany, as well as the United States, had it in their power to in- 
crease or diminish, rather seriously, the effectiveness of the economic 
sanctions that were being imposed upon Italy by the states members 
of the League ; and while even Germany — not to speak of Egypt — 
was not a factor in the economic hfe of the World which could be 
compared, for importance, with the United States, the European and 
the African neutral’s intrinsic economic inferiority to the American 
neutral was offset to some extent by a geographical proximity — 
to the metropolitan territory of the aggressor state in the one case, 
and to the seat of war in the other. From the strategical standpoint, 
again, the position of both Germany and Egypt was a more vital 
element in the international situation arising from Italy’s act of 
aggression than the position of the United States. For although, 
during the last three months of the year 1935, it is possible that an 
uncertainty as to the line which the United States Government would 
take may have been one of the considerations that deterred Mr. 
Baldwin from entertaining any idea of subjecting the aggressor to a 
blockade, it may be guessed that the fear of an American assertion 
of neutral rights at sea was not one of those secret terrors that kept 
the hps of the British Prime Minister sealed. If his nights were in- 
deed disturbed by nightmares, these nerve-racking visions are more 
likely to have been mental pictures of British troops and warships 
being overwhelmed by Italian tanks and sleds and aeroplanes on 
territory or territorial waters, or of the German Reichswehr 
crossing the Rhine. The possibility of an Italian attack upon the 
British forces in Egypt was undoubtedly the acutest anxiety of the 
British Government at this time, while the French Government, for 
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their part, were afraid, above aU things, lest Herr Hitler should take 
advantage of the break-up of 'the Stresa Front’ (as he did, in the 
end, on the 7th March, 1936) in order to reoccupy, without asking 
leave, the demilitarized zone of German territory in the Rhineland. 
This fear of some German military coup in Transalpine Europe was 
undoubtedly by far the strongest of the various pohtical considera- 
tions which were all the time tempting the French and British Govern- 
ments to treat Signor Mussolini with the utmost leniency, and even 
indulgence, that could be represented by diplomatic ingenuity as 
being consistent with the terms of the Ijeague Covenant. 

Herr Hitler might perhaps have taken advantage of the situa- 
tion sooner than he did — ^that is to say, without waiting untU five 
months after Italy had been proclaimed an aggressor — ^if he, too, had 
not been distracted by a conflict between incompatible considera- 
tions. Was the master of the Third Reich to throw his weight 
into the Mussolinian or into the Genevan scale, or was he rather to 
distribute it between the two scales with a neutral evenness ? In 
defying the League of Nations and denouncing the collective system 
of security and repudiatiag his own international undertakings. 
Signor Mussolini, in Herr Hitler’s eyes, was perhaps unwillingly but 
nevertheless effectively fighting Herr Hitler’s battle. For in the inter- 
national field it was one of Herr Hitler’s main contentions, in this 
chapter of his foreign poHcy, that the so-called principle of collective 
security was a mere diplomatic screen behind which the Powers that 
had emerged with great possessions from the scramble in 1914-18 
were seeking to perpetuate the post-war status quo in their own short- 
sightedly selfish interests. Thus, in Herr Hitler’s eyes, the Covenant 
represented a system which was not only hypocritical and immoral 
but was also doomed to be ephemeral because it was a defiance of the 
natural law that Life iavolves Change. And therefore the Fuhrer 
could not but rejoice to see the Duce thrusting his mailed fist through 
the paper scenery of the Genevan stage, and could not but hope that 
this scenery really was a sham, as both he and his Italian confrere 
had confidently declared it to be. For suppose that, instead of poking 
his fingers through a screen, Mussolini were to run his head against 
a brick wall and collapse in a concussion instead of dramatically 
sweeping aU this post-war bric-a-brac out of the international arena : 
What would happen then ? Why, then, the result of Signor Mussolini’s 
bold experiment might be to place the collective system on permanent 
foundations instead of dealing it its coup de grdce ; and then what 
might become of Herr Hitler’s own ambitions in the international 
field? Worse than that, a defeat at the hands of the Genevan 
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institution might seriously weaken Signor Mussolini’s standing, even if 
it did not shake him quite off his pedestal ; and this might have unto- 
ward effects upon Herr Hitler’s own foothold ; for the goodly company 
of contemporary dictators was patently subject to the same law of 
dynamics — or of sympathetic magic — as a file of tin soldiers or a row 
of ninepins. Jf one piece were once knocked over, all the others in 
the line might go down with a run afe the impact of the original blow 
was passed on from one to the other. 

If these considerations had been all that Herr Hitler had to take 
into account, he might have ranged himself at Signor Mussolini’s 
side shoulder to shoulder with Dr. von Schuschnigg. It was, however, 
decidedly more difficult for the Chancellor of the Third Reich to 
align himself with the Chancellor of the Austrian Republic than it 
was for the President of the Council of Ministers of the Irish Free 
State to travel the same road as the Prime Minister of His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government at Westminster. An unsolved Austrian ques- 
tion was a gulf between the Italian and the German dictator which 
was too wide and too deep for Herr Hitler to cross. 

It will be seen that Signor Mussolini’s act of aggression had im- 
, paled Herr Hitler on the horns of a dilemma. If ho were to leave his 
Italian counterpart to his fate he would be running the risk of allow- 
ing the principle of coUeotive security to score a perhaps decisive 
success, and at the same time be allowing the legend of the invincibility 
of dictators to suffer a perhaps fatally damaging exposure. On the 
other hand, if he were to intervene in a way that would ensure Signor 
Mussolini’s triumph, Herr Hitler would be deliberately fortifying, 
and not simply preserving, the most serious obstacle to the realiza- 
tion of his own darling ambition: the Anschluss of Austria to the 
Third Reich. The divergent pull of these two almost diametrically 
contrary considerations resolved itself into a policy of neutrahty 
under which Germany refrained on the one hand from participating 
in the League sanctions and on the other hand from expanding her 
trade with Italy much beyond the volume at which it had stood before 
the sanctions were imposed. 

A resolution of divergent forces was likewise the determinant of 
the policy of the United States. In American pubhe opinion, as 
evoked by the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, three distinct tendencies 
could be discerned.^ 

^ These three tendencies come out very clearly in the compie rendu of a 
‘conference for university men on neutrality and collective action* which was 
held on the 6th-7th February, 1936, in New York under the auspices of the 
Council on Foreign Relations, Out of seventeen university men of the younger 
generation — drawn from Columbia, Harvard, Princeton and Yale — ^four 
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III the first place there were the advocates of the traditional 
American poHcy of insisting, up to the hilt, upon the enjoyment of 
neutral rights (as these were understood according to the non-moral 
modern conception of international law which had prevailed in the 
Western World during the four centuries ending in a.d. 1914). This 
traditional American poHcy represented a compromise between the 
two guiding principles of foreign policy with which the new-born 
republic had emerged from the Revolutionary War of a d. 1775-83: 
on the one hand a determination to avoid all foreign (which meant, 
in practice, all European) entanglements, and on the other hand a 
no less vehement determination to assert the new-found national 
sovereignty of the United States against aU comers. The observance 
of the former of these two guiding principles had saved the Americans 
from being involved in belligerency upon the outbreak of either of 
the two general wars — ^the war of 1792-1815 and the war of 1914-18 
— ^which had taken place since the achievement of American in- 
dependence ; on the other hand, the simultaneous insistence upon the 
second of the two principles — ^that is, upon the traditional privileges 
of sovereignty — ^had in both cases involved the United States in 
belligerency before the war came to a close. 

During and immediately after the General War of 1914-18 the 
prevailing impulse in the United States was to continue to insist 
upon the sovereign right of trading, as a neutral, with a belligerent, 
even if this did involve the loss of American neutrahty before the 
fighting was over. This was the meaning of the United States’ inter- 
vention in the war against Germany in 1917, and it was also the 
meaning of her determination to attain naval parity with the British 
Empire — an aim which she duly accomplished between 1916 and 
1930, This traditional policy was supported for a political reason by 
nationalists who valued the assertion of American sovereignty for its 
own sake, and for an economic reason by business men who stood to 
earn high profits by seUiag essential supphes to belligerents at war 
prices. In the last war, however, in which the United States had 
asserted her sovereign neutral rights at the ultimate cost of becoming 
a beUigerent herself, the price of belligerency for the American people 
had been conscription for active military service in Europe for aU 
male citizens of suitable age and physique ; and, in the light of this 

proved to be isolationists and five collectivists, wMle eight were in favour of 
the maintenance of the traditional American policy of neutrality, with some 
attenuation of the traditional American conception of neutral rights. State- 
ments of the three points of view by the respective spokesmen of each party 
were published in a brochure, under the title cited between inverted commas 
above, by the Council on Foreign Kelations. 
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experience, the American public in the post-war years was susceptible 
to the suggestion that, under a smoke-screen of patriotism, a small 
minority of profiteers had snatched their exorbitant gains out of a 
war which was no concern of the United States, and had made the 
American people at large foot the bill by paying a blood-tax. This 
way of looking at the picture placed the traditional American policy 
in an odious light from the standpoint of the American man-in-the- 
street ; and, if once this view were accepted, the moral was evident, 
ThetraditionalAmericanpolioy of insistence upon neutral rights wasa 
'ramp ' on the part of 'the interests ’ at the expense of the true interest 
of the American commonweal. The objective which represented the 
true interest of the American people, and which therefore ought to 
be pursued at any price, was not the hberty of a few Americans 
to trade with the belligerents, but the hberty of all Americans to 
safeguard themselves against being called upon to lay down their 
fives for the profit of a minority in a quarrel between foreigners. 

From this root there sprang up, during the years immediately pre- 
ceding the outbreak of the Italo-Abyssinian War on the 3rd October, 
1935, a doctrine which was a new portent in the field of American 
foreign policy — the doctrine that the supreme and overriding interest 
of the United States, in face of a war between other parties, was not 
the vindication of American neutral rights, but the preservation of 
American non-belligerency as the highest good ofthe American people 
in such circumstances. 

These were the two opposing programmes of foreign policy which 
contended with one another overtly for the captivation of American 
public opinion during the last three months of the year 1935. There 
was also a third fine of policy — ^too heretical to be openly avowed — 
which was rife among the 'highbrows’, and which the President of 
the Republic and the officials of the State Department were gravely 
suspected of wishing to pursue if they dared. This third fine was a 
cautious support of the coUective system of international relations 
from a conviction of the rightness and the expediency of international 
solidarity for the vindication of the rule of law in world affairs. This 
was, however, no more than a fad of the intelligentsia — class which 
was even smaller and weaker in America than it was in Europe — ^and 
it was a heresy to which no American intellectual who was in an 
official position, however eminent, could subscribe publicly without 
running the risk of being swiftly thrown out of office. Accordingly 
it was not practical politics for the Administration, and not good 
business for any private political propagandist organization, to 
advocate openly and directly a collectivist pofioy, even in the most 
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drastically attenuated form, as the proper policy for the United 
States ; and the American collectivists’ only hope of making any 
headway along their own highly unpopular course was to trim 
their sails in such fashion as to catch the wind of one of the two other 
programmes and then beat their way, in the wind’s eye, by skilful 
and industrious tacking. 

As it happened, the course which would have been prescribed by 
an American programme of supporting the principle of collective 
security coincided, in practice, with the course which was actually 
prescribed by an American programme of isolationism as an ultimate 
and overriding objective of American foreign policy. For isolationism 
meant severing all economic relations with both belligerents in order 
to make sure of avoiding the risk of being drawn into belligerency 
through falling into a dispute with either belligerent over the question 
of the neutral’s right of trading with each of them ; and if the United 
States did take such independent action in her own interests, this 
would chime in with the action which the states members of the 
League of Nations were taking, in pursuance of the Covenant, on behalf 
of collective security. A bilateral American economic boycott of both 
Italy and Abyssinia would complete, and thereby render effective, 
the League members’ unilateral boycott of Italy — and it would 
acoomphsh this result without rendering ineffective the League 
members’ deliberate discrimination in favour of Abyssinia, since 
Abyssinia would still be able to purchase from the states members of 
the League (other than Albania, Hungary, Austria and Switzerland) 
the supplies that the United States would be withholding from her 
and from Italy indiscriminately. 

On this reckoning the collective-minded minority in the United 
States threw its influence into the scales in favour of the new pro- 
gramme of isolationism as against the old policy of insisting upon 
neutral rights. But it was perhaps questionable whether this support 
— disinterested and enlightened though it was — did not hinder rather 
than help the isolationist cause ; for it brought the isolationists under 
suspicion of 'playing Europe’s game’ ; and the tradition of positive 
political iU will towards Europe was still so strong in the United 
States that any programme for an American policy would be seriously 
discredited in the eyes of a large section of the American public if it 
could be shown to work out for Europe’s advantage, even if it were 
also demonstrably advantageous for the American people, and even 
if the benefit to Europe were quite incidental and unintentional. 
Accordingly the advocates of the old-fashioned programme of insist- 
ing upon neutral rights seized eagerly upon the point that the 
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newfangled programme of isolationism was welcome to the League 
of Nations and to its American supporters ; and they did theii’ utmost 
to transfer the whole debate to this ground, as an easier option than 
the rather formidable task of rebutting their opponents’ argument 
that isolationism, rather than neutral rights, represented the true 
interest of the American man-in-the -street 

These were the lines — ^rather captious and perverse lines in the sight 
of a neutral observer — ^that were taken by a domestic controversy in 
the United States which was of momentous importance for the out- 
come of the contest in the international arena between Italy and her 
feUow states members of the League. 

As for Egypt, who was the third of the three important neutral 
parties in the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, she, too, was puUed in con- 
trary directions by considerations arising out of her own special 
position. 

In the first place, Egyptian public opinion was unanimously and 
keenly sympathetic towards Abyssinia as the victim of a predatory 
attack on Italy’s part ; and this sympathy had several roots. Tliere 
was a religious and ecclesiastical link between the Coptic Christian 
minority of the Egj^tian people and the Amharas, who were not 
only their coreligionists but had also originally acquired their common 
Monophysite Christianity from an Egyptian source and stiU imported 
from Egypt the successive primates of the Ethiopian Monophysite 
Church — ^this office of Abuna {Arahice^ Our Father’) being reserved, 
by prescription, for being held by an Egyptian monk who was the 
nominee of the Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria. Since the Copts were 
largely Egyptian Nationalists in feeling, and were influential — out 
of proportion to their numerical strength in the population — ^in the 
coixnsels of the Wafd, this special link between the Amharas and the 
Copts had the effect of a general link between the Ethiopian and 
peoples. At the same time, the Egyptian sympathy for 
Abyssinia rested on broader foundations ; for in Egypt, as in Abys- 
sinia, there was a strongly pronounced tendency towards a MusHm- 
Christian union in the face of an aggressive IVankish imperialism ; 

and, over and above this, the Egyptians, as an African people that 
was aspiring to recover its independence after having been long 
deprived of it, had a special fellow feeling for the Abyssinians as a 
sister African people which was in danger of losing its independence 
after having managed to preserve it — alone among African peoples^ — 
down to this date. 

^ In addition to Abyssinia, there were two other African countries — ^Liberia 
and the Union of South Africa — ^which were independent in a.d. 1935; but 
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This positive and spontaneous Egyptian sympathy for Abyssinia 
was reinforced by an anxiety lest the unprovoked aggression on Italy’s 
part, of which Abyssinia was the victim to-day, might threaten Egypt 
to-morrow, should Signor Mussolini bring his Abyssinian adventure 
to a successful issue in spite of the military resistance of the Abyssinians 
and the economic sanctions that were being applied by the states 
members of the League. Egypt was nearer and more accessible than 
Abyssinia was to an Itahan invader ; she lacked the natural defences 
with which Abyssinia was endowed by her physical configuration ; 
she was an intrinsically far more desirable prey; and the Italians 
abeadyhad a lodgment inEgypt in the shape of an Itahan community, 
nearly 7 0,000 strong, which, like most of the other foreign communities 
in Egypt, was stiU in unattenuated enjoyment of those extra-territorial 
privileges which were one of Egypt’s disagreeable legacies from the 
old Ottoman regime. 

Now that a Eascist Itahan imperialism was on the war-path on 
two sides of Egypt — ^in Ethiopia as weU as in Libya — the Egyptians 
appreciated the wisdom of Aesop’s dog, who preferred to keep his 
old blood-sated ticks rather than to exchange them for new voracious 
ones. In 1935 the Egyptians were frankly ready to declare that, if 
they must continue to put up with the domination of some foreign 
Power, pending the attainment of complete independence, then it 
was less perilous, as weU as less unpleasant, to remain in the hands 
of a sated Power, hke Great Britain, than to fall into the hands of a 
hungry Power hke Italy. Accordingly the Egyptian, hke the Irish, 
Government refused to aUow their pohey in the It alo -Abyssinian 
conflict to be determined by the mere distastefulness of following a 
British lead. Egypt was the only state non-member of the League of 
Nations which apphed in full against Italy the sanctions that were 
recommended to the states members by the Committee of Eighteen. 
And when British naval and aerial and mihtary reinforcements began 
to arrive in Egypt in the autumn of 1935 the Egyptians’ first reaction 
was to welcome their presence — ^for the first time in the history of 
Anglo-Egyptian relations. 

If, however, the Egyptians were convinced — as a result of Signor 
Mussolini’s aggressive demonstrations on the Italian side of the 
frontier between Egypt and Libya — of the desirability of a permanent 
co-operation between Egypt and Great Britain, their second thoughts 

both the Liberians and the White South Africans were recent arrivals — ^the 
Liberians having only come from America since the nineteenth century and 
the South Africans from Europe since the seventeenth — whereas the Aroharas 
had arrived in Africa from Asia before the beginnmg of the Christian Era. 



98 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect, ii 


were that it had now become urgently necessary to place Anglo- 
Egyptian relations on a regular footing in the shape of a freely 
negotiated treaty between the two countries to cover the four 
points that had remained unsettled ever since the unilateral British 
declaration of a limited Egyptian independence on the 28th 
February, 1922.^ 

Hitherto the settlement of these outstanding issues between Egypt 
and Great Britain had been treated by both parties as a matter which 
could always bear postponement and on which they could therefore 
each indulge in exhibitions of intransigence which were as gratifying 
to a public at home as they were fatal to the prospects of any agree- 
ment between the two Governments. In the autumn of 1935 both 
the Egyptians and the English suddenly woke up to find that the 
rather irresponsible dilatoriness of which they had hitherto made 
almost a virtue on both sides had now resulted m their being overtaken 
by a situation which was disagreeably dangerous for them both. The 
Egyptians now saw their country in imminent danger of becoming a 
theatre of war between two European Great Powers in a quaiTel in 
which Egypt had no voice and in a juridical position in which the 
Egyptian Government were politically no more able to proclaim 
their neutrality de jure than they were militarily competent to defend 
it de facto. At any moment Alexandria might be bombarded from 
the sea and Cairo bombed from the air and the Delta invaded from the 
desert, while the inhabitants of Egypt would be as helpless to save 
themselves from these dreadful calamities as if they were part of the 
inanimate scenery of their country instead of being its citizens. On 
the other side the English — with Signor Mussolini’s hand outstretched 
over the vital Egyptian node of the British Empire’s strategic and 
commercial lines of communication — now probably realized more 
vividly than ever before the desirability of establishing relations of 
mutual goodwill and confidence with the people of a country in which 
the British Empire’s footing was at once so important and so pre- 
carious. Supposing, for example, that an insurrection on the scale of 
that of 1919 had rankled out of the anti-British riots which had been 
provoked, before the end of the year, by Sir Samuel Hoare’s procras- 
tination over the opening of Anglo-Bgyptian negotiations: in such 
an event, would the British have been able to cope simultaneously 
with the Egyptians in their rear and with the Itahans on their Libyan 
front ? These chastening reflections, which duly occurred to the wiser 
minds on both sides, did result, after Sir Samuel Hoare had been 
succeeded at the Foreign Office in Whitehall by Mr. Anthony Eden, 
^ See The B:i8tory of the Teace Conference of Paris, vol. vi, pp. 203-4. 
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in the initiation of a fresh attempt, which will be recorded in a later 
volume of this series, to arrive at a comprehensive Anglo -Egyptian 
settlement. 

( i ) The Attitude of the Holy See 

Up to this point in our survey of human motives and attitudes in 
the matter of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict we have been marshalling 
Mankind by nations and national Governments ; and this method of 
review is unavoidable in any attempt to take stock of the behaviour 
of a generation which had allowed itself to fall into these national 
formations; yet even the nationalized human being of a.d. 1935 
could not be a Frenchman or an Englishman, or whatever his national 
docket might be, without first being just a man ; and as a man he 
was not, even at this date, even in the totahtarian states, simply and 
solely a member of this or that national group. Besides being an 
Englishman or a Frenchman or an Itahan or an Ethiopian, he was 
a White Man or a Black Man, and he was also, beyond this super- 
ficial distinction of race, a Christian or a Muslim or a Jew or a Hindu 
or a Buddhist or an adherent of some other religion or philosophy. 
These larger groupings and alignments still counted for something 
in human affairs, even in an age when the obsession with nationalism 
was tlireatening to swell into a monomania ; and a survey of human 
feelings and opioions about the Italo-Abyssinian conflict would there- 
fore be incomplete if these other — ^non-national or supra-national — 
outlooks were to be ignored. 

In passing, at this point, from the national to the broader plane, 
we may begin by considering the attitude of the Holy See ; for, since 
the conclusion of the Lateran Agreements of the 11th February, 1929, 
between Pope Pius XI and Signor Mussolini,^ the Papacy had been 
restored to the full exercise of the dual role which it had played in 
the World before the 20th September, 1870. Since 1929 the Pope 
was once again not only the ecclesiastical primate of an oecumenical 
church but also the pohtioal sovereign of a parochial state; and 
although the infant state of the Vatican City differed from most of its 
contemporaries in being established upon a non-national basis, it was 
unavoidably implicated in international politics through the fact of 
being one among the local sovereignties into which the society of this 
age was divided. 

Moreover the Vatican city-state was peculiarly at the mercy of 
its sole territorial neighbour the Kingdom of Italy, in whose national 
domain the Vatican City constituted a minute foreign enclave. Nor 
was this geographical Einhreisung the only special link which bound 
^ See the Survey for 1929, Part V, section (i). 
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the Holy See to the Italian national state. By a traditional custom 
which had been followed without a break since a.d. 1523, no member 
of the Catholic hierarchy who was not also an Italian in nationality 
was ever elected by the College of Cardinals to sit in the chair of 
Palestinian Peter ; and in the Papal Court, from the College of Car- 
dinals downwards, Italian nationals predominated, while Italian was 
de facto — ^though Latin might be de jure — ^the language of Papal 
intercourse and even administration. In consequence, the personal 
relations of a majority of Vatican citizens were with people who were 
citizens of the Kingdom of Italy ; and, since human nature was not 
eliminated by vows of celibacy, these uniquely close relations between 
the citizens of the two states — ^relations that were blameless in them- 
selves — ^were perhaps bound to be reflected to some extent in the 
Vatican Government’s outlook and policy. When it is also borne in 
mind that all but an insignificant minority of the 41,176,671 in- 
habitants of Italy in 1 935 were nominally, even if not whole-heartedly, 
members of the Catholic Church, and that this Italian membership 
was one of the most important contingents in the Catholic body 
ecclesiastic throughout the World, the strength of Signor Mussolini’s 
hold upon the Vatican will be appreciated. A study of the attitude 
of the Holy See towards the Italo-Abyssinian dispute in these cir- 
cumstances evokes, once again, a question which was raised by the 
signature and ratification of the Lateran Agreements In coming to 
terms with a Fascist Italy, had 'the Prisoner of the Vatican’ really 
recovered his freedom, or had he perhaps paid for a release from his 
visible chains by submitting to a captivity which had become all the 
more onerous for being no longer avowed ? 

Some critics of the conduct of Pope Pius XI in this international 
crisis insinuated that the Vatican actually looked forward with a 
pleasurable anticipation to the prospect of an Italian conquest of 
Abyssinia, on the calculation that this coup de force might facihtato 
the propagation of Catholic Christianity among the Monophysite 
African Christians who would thus be brought under a Catholic 
European Christian nation’s rule. This insinuation seems to have 
had no more solid a basis than an inference from the facts that Pope 
Pius XI took a special interest in the Catholic missionary work in 
Abyssinia^ and that, in general, the Abyssinian Government and 

^ See the Survey for 1929, pp. 476-8. 

* The Ethiopian College, which had been founded in 1930, was the only 
pontifical college that had its domicile within the frontiers of the Vatican 
city-state in 1935. The Pope gave a personal audience to the pupils of the 
Ethiopian College in July 1935. 
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people, for their part, had been unfavourable — and this on grounds 
of political caution, as well as on those of religious conservatism — 
to Cathohc missionary propaganda in Abyssinia, ever since the Jesuits 
had been expelled from the country in a.d. 1633 for fear of their 
becoming involuntary, if not deliberate, agents of Portuguese im- 
perialistic designs upon Abyssinia’s political independence K, in the 
light of this historical experience, the Vatican really had imagined 
in A.D. 1935 that an Italian military conquest of Abyssinia would 
promote the spread of Catholicism in East Africa, such a calculation 
would have betrayed a singular lack of ecclesiastical statesmanship ; 
for it was manifest that CathoHcism, as the national rehgion of Italy, 
would not stand to gain in popularity among a Monophysite Christian 
African population which had gone through the experience of being 
the victim of Itahan mihtary aggression. Indeed it could be pro- 
phesied that one of the lines that would be taken by the Amharan 
national resistance to an Itahan domination would be a fanatical 
devotion to an ancestral form of Christianity which would be the 
last stronghold of Ethiopian national life if the Amharas were de- 
prived of their immemorially old pohtical independence by a success- 
ful Itahan act of conquest. There was, however, no serious evidence 
that any such foohsh and immoral calctxlations of ecclesiastical im- 
perialism entered into the pohcy that was pursued by the Holy See 
in face of Signor Mussolini’s war of aggression. So far from that, the 
Pope made it clear that he regarded the war in East Africa as a 
terrible evil which he deeply deplored and which, for his own part, 
he would have averted if he had believed this to he within his power. 
His utterances, as well as his whole bearing, showed that the charge 
of sympathizing with Signor Mussolini’s pohcy was an unfounded 
calumny ; but, by the same token, the virtual impotence of the Papacy 
in this age to exert any effective moral influence upon the course of 
iuternational affairs was demonstrated in 1935 as it had been demon- 
strated in 1914-18. 

The Pope’s first pubhc reference to the impending Italo-Abyssioian 
confiict was uttered on the 28th July, 1935, on the occasion of the 
reading of a decree for the eventual beatification of the first ApostoHc 
Delegate in Abyssinia, the Venerable Giustino de Jacobis.^ In this 
context the Pope expressed a hope that * nothing’ would 'happen 
except in accordance with truth, justice and charity’. On the 28th 
August, at Castel Gandolfo, in addressing an international congress 

^ De Jacobis was an Italian missionary who bad died in his mission field 
in 1860, more than twenty years before any Italian statesman had conceived 
aggressive political designs against Abyssinia’s independence. 
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of Catholic hospital nurses, he mentioned the forebodings abroad of 
an imminent Italian war of conquest, and observed that ‘a war which 
was only of conquest would evidently be an unjust war — sometliing 
which is inexpressibly sad and horrible \ At the same time ho men- 
tioned the Itahan contention that such a war would be just, because 
it would be for the defence of Italy’s colonial frontiers and for the 
expansion of a growing Italian population ; and on those points he 
declared that 'if the need of expansion is a fact of which account 
must be taken, the right of defence has certain limits which must be 
observed if this defence is not to become guilty’. Again, on the Sth 
September, in addressing, in the Basihea of St. Paul, a pilgrimage of 
ex-service men from sixteen different countries, he again expressed 
his hope for peace, and at the same time his desire that — 'with justice 
and with peace ’ — ^the hopes, the needs and the aims of ' a great and 
good people, who ’ were his ' own people ’, might be recognized, satisfied 
and assured. As late as the 26th September, in broadcasting a message 
to the American National Eucharistic Congress at Cleveland, Ohio, 
he made a last public appeal for peace in stronger terms than those 
which he had employed before. 

These declarations leave no doubt that the Pope abhorred Signor 
Mussolini’s attempt to provide for Italy’s national needs by making 
a cold-blooded war of aggression upon a weak and unoffending 
African people in breach of Italy’s treaty engagements as well as in 
defiance of aU moral and religious laws ; and it may be presumed 
that in private the Pope impressed his view strongly and persistently 
upon the dictator of his native country. On the 2nd October — which 
was the eve of the day that had been chosen by Signor Mussolini for 
opening fire in Africa — the Vatican City remained dark and silent 
while, throughout Italy, the buildings were beiug illummated and 
the church bells rung to inaugurate a public crime. But this aloof- 
ness was an expression of the neutrality of a sovereign independent 
prince, and not an expression of the moral censure of an ecclesiastical 
primate and a religious leader ; for Benito Mussolini committed his 
enormous offence in the sight of God and Man without incurring 
any explicit public condemnation from the mouth of AchiUe Ratti. 

The Pope’s uneasy silence was defended by apologists on two main 
grounds. In the first place, it was suggested that his function was to 
lay down general principles of conduct without attempting to apply 
them to particular concrete cases . In the second place , it was suggested 
that he was bound to resign himself to the hard fact of his actual 
impotence ; and that it iU became non-Cathohos and non-Christians 
to upbraid him for a powerlessness which was largely due to their 
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own relnsal to give him their allegiance. On the fii’st of these points, 
it might perhaps be answered that the Catholic Church did prescribe 
quite precise and definite rules of practical conduct in many matters 
and that there was no religious or moral warrant for an abdication of 
ecclesiastical authority over the political portion of the field of human 
behaviour, since pofitics were no more exempt than anything else 
in the Universe from the cognizance of God. On the second point, it 
was perhaps pertinent to observe that the Italian nation and their 
Duco, who v^ere the delinquents in this case, were officially neither 
non-Christians nor even heretics but, almost to a man, Catholics who 
at least nominally acknowledged the Pope's ecclesiastical authority 
over themselves. An historian would reflect that a Gregory VII — or 
oven an Innocent IV • — ^would have staked his own personal fortunes, 
as weU as the worldly interests of his lofty ecclesiastical office, on an 
attempt to bring the tyrant-criminal to book, and that the exile or 
imprisonment of the Pontiff would have been the first act in a trial 
of strength between the spiritual and the temporal power which would 
have ended inexorably, sooner or later, in the capitulation or the 
death of the tw'entieth-century Romagnol successor of the medieval 
Henrys and Fredericks. 

The inaction of Pope Pius XI, which caused embarrassment and 
distress m many parts of the Catholic World outside the frontiers of 
Italy, was particularly painful to the Catholic community in Great 
Britain, and perhaps not least to Mgr. Hinsley, the recently appointed 
Archbishop of Westminster, who felt a close personal concern for the 
conversion of the African peoples to the Catholic Faith. In a public 
address delivered in London on the 13th October, 1935, Archbishop 
Hinsley drew a forceful picture of the enormity which the Italian 
aggressor was committing. 

Indignation has no bounds when w'e see that Africa, that ill-used 
continent of practically unarmed people, is made the focus and play- 
ground of scientific slaughter. The educated African — the ‘intelligence' 
of the native population, and nowadays there are many intelligent, 
cultured Africans — ^may well, and do, cry out: ‘You Europeans, have 
you not done enough to enslave us, to use us for your own ambitions 
and for your own avaricious purposes ? We are weak now and not 
capable of uniting, but the day wdl come when the Black races of our 
country and the Black descendants of our forebears whom you made 
slaves for your commercialism will become conscious of their numbers 
and their power. ' 

The same address, however, included an apologia for the Pope 
which must have been as painful in the ears of many Catholics as it 
was unconvincing to the minds of many outsiders. 
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What can the Pope do to prevent this or any other war ? He is a 
helpless old man with a small police force to guard himself, to guard the 
priceless treasures of the Vatican, and to protect his diminutive state, 
which ensures his due mdependence m the exercise of his universal right 
and duty to teach and to guide his followers of all races Can he de- 
nounce a neighbouring Power — a Power armed with absolute control 
of everythmg and with every modern instrument of force ? ' He could 
excommumcate ’ Yes, and thus make war with his dictator neighbour 
inevitable, besides upsettmg the peace and the consciences of the great 
mass of Itahans, with the result of a fierce anti- clerical outbreak. . . 

It is easy to s&j fiat ruai coelum. But no man, least of all the 

Pope, can contemplate the crashing of the heavens with equanimity. 
To speak plainly, the existing Fascist rule, in many respects unjust — 
it is one example of the present-day deification of Caesarism and of the 
tyranny which makes the individual a pawn on the chess-board of 
absolutism — ^I say that the Fascist rule prevents w’orse injustice, and 
if Fascism — ^which m principle I do not approve — goes under, nothing 
can save the country from chaos. God’s cause goes under with it. 

The unfortunate impression produced by this hne of defence was 
increased by reports that the Vatican was in sympathy with the policy 
of Monsieur Laval, who did undoubtedly — and also indefensibly — 
subordinate justice to expediency in his handling of the Italo- 
Abyssinian affair. In the middle of October Monsieur Laval and the 
Papal Nuncio in Paris were reported to have conferred over the 
possibility of arranging a peace settlement at Abyssinia’s expense 
that would have anticipated the terms of 'the Laval-Hoare Peace 
Plan’ which was actually launched some two months later; and the 
miscarriage of the latter attempt to secure peace at the expense of 
justice was openly deplored in the columns of the Papal organ, the 
Osservatore Romano, 

Meanwhile many prelates of the Catholic hierarchy within the 
frontiers of the Kingdom of Italy were publicly identifying themselves 
with Signor Mussolini’s assault upon Abyssinia and defiance of the 
League of Nations. For example, on the 28th October Cardinal 
Schuster, the Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan, pubHcly called down 
'peace and protection’ upon the Italian armies which were opening 
'the doors of Ethiopia to the Catholic Faith and the civilization of 
Rome ’ . The Archbishop of Siena, during divine service in his cathedral, 
invoked God’s blessing for the same armies on the ground that they 
were 'fighting for civilization, for justice, and for the greatness of 
the fatherland against an odious and unjust coalition’. Similar pro- 
nouncements or gestures were made by the Archbishops of Catanzaro, 
Sorrento, Brindisi, Pisa, Messina, Matera, Taranto and Monreale; 
and by the Bishops of Teggiano, Sora, Civit^i Castellana and San 
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Miniato- ^Sainthood and Italianity amount to the same thing’, the 
Archbishop of Matera is reported to have declared in reopening 
for pubhc worship a church in his diocese which was dedicated to 
St. Erancis of Assisi. 'If you asked me’, said the Bishop of Sora, 
'whether one ought to support a war which has not been declared but 
which has been provoked by such a necessity as a people’s right to 
expansion, I should not hesitate to give my answer in the affirmative. ’ 
This open and unrestrained partisanship of many members of the 
Catholic hierarchy in Italy on behalf of a mihtantly aggressive Itahan 
nationahsm was to all appearance tacitly rebuked by the silence 
which was maintained by the Pope throughout the duration of 
hostilities in East Africa , and on the 5th May, 1936, when the church 
beUs of Italy were ringing to celebrate the victorious termination of 
the Itahan war of aggression against Abyssinia, as they had rung on 
• the 2nd October, 1935, to announce its beginning, the bells of Saint 
’ Peter’s were silent once again. The shock to the feelings of Cathohcs 
and non-Cathohcs beyond the bounds of Italy was all the greater 
when, on the 12th May, 1936, the Pope suddenly broke away from 
the Papal tradition of a superlatively prudent reserve in regard to 
secular pohtics — a tradition to which he had clung so painfully in 
the preceding autumn — ^in order to declare himself unequivooaUy on 
the side of a triumphantly aggressive Italian dictator on precisely 
those grounds on which Archbishop Hinsley had taken his unlucky 
stand in his apologia on the 13th October.^ The occasion which the 
Pope chose for making this pronouncement — namely, the formal 
opening of a world exhibition of the CathoHc Press — ^was as official as 
jit was conspicuous. Pius XI was giving his blessing to the exhibition 
in the presence of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, of 
stwenty-four Cardinals, and of many other dignitaries of the Church 
and of the Papal Court ; and in that context and company he made 
’ the point that this ceremony in the Vatican City was almost exactly 
i coincident in date with 

the triumphal happiness of a great and good people in a peace which 
it hopes and confidently expects will be a prelude to that new European 
and world peace of which the exhibition seeks to be, and is, a clear 
S3rmbol. 

This pointed repetition of a phrase which he had used on the 8th 
September^ cast a disconcerting Ught upon His Holiness’ pronounce- 

^ In the light of the Pope’s words on the 12th May, 1936, the historian may 
hazard the guess that this theme had been suggested to the Archbishop of 
Westminster, seven months back, by his correspondents at the Vatican head- 
quarters of the Catholic Church, 

* See p, 102, above. 
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ments on the eve of the commission of the Italian act of aggression , 
and in the minds of unsympathetic observers this echo might even 
implant a suspicion that, from first to last, the personal sympathies 
of the Milanese sovereign of the Vatican City — sympathies which 
had been dutifully repressed, without being strictly eradicated, by 
the moral judgment of the Holy Bather of an oecumenical Catholic 
Church — ^had lain with the Romagnol head of the Italian state in 
his criminal enterprise for the sake of Italy’s aggrandisement 

At a later stage of the proceedings on the same evening the Pope 
took up and developed, in outspoken and uncompromising language, 
Archbishop Hinsley’s theme that any alternative was preferable 
to Communism, which was ^ the first, greatest and most general peril’. 

Herr Hitler’s gratification at reading these words from so authorita- 
tive an ecclesiastical source must have been tempered by the stric- 
tures which were passed by the Pope upon the anti-clerical policy of 
National-Socialist Germany in the same breath with his denunciation 
of Bolshevist Russia. On the other hand, the whole of the Papal 
pronouncement of the 12th May must have been received with un- 
qualified delight by Signor Mussolini. 

It wiU be seen that one of the effects of Signor Mussolini’s war of 
aggression in Africa was to call in question the historic relation 
between Italy and the Catholic Church ; and, among the manifold 
consequences of the Romagnol dictator’s international crime, this 
might prove in the end to be not the least momentous. 

(j) The Reaction of the Coloueed Peoples 

The world-wide S 3 nmpathy for the Abyssinians in their resistance 
to the Italian assault upon them arose out of a variety of feelings. 
There was a sympathy for the victim of aggression against the per- 
petrator ; a sympathy for the weak against the strong ; a sympathy 
for the Oriental against the Frank ; and finally a sympathy for the 
Black Man against the White Man (in spite of the fact, which has been 
mentioned already near the beginning of this chapter,^ that the 
Amharas themselves were actually the descendants of White invaders 
of Africa and that the strong infusion of native African strains into 
their Asiatic stock in the course of more than two thousand years had 
not deterred them from committing acts of oppression, and indeed of 
atrocity, against the pure-blooded Negroes who had fallen under their 
dominion). 

In Western Christendom a flagrant breach of international law and 
^ See p. 9, above* 
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order, the immense disparity, in strength and resources, between the 
aggressor and his victim, and finally the ruthless use, by the Italian 
army, of dovilish instruments of warfare which the Itahan Government 
had pledged themselves to eschew, were the considerations that moved 
pubhc feehng, rather than any corporate sense of common Christianity 
between the Catholics and Protestants of Europe and the Mono- 
physites of Africa. In Western minds the recognition of Christian 
fellowship was inhibited in this case not so much by any sensitiveness 
to the theological differences between the Western and the Abyssinian 
version of the Christian faith, as by a consciousness of the diversity of 
race, and the difference in level of civilization, that divided the East 
African Christian from his co-reUgionists in Western Europe and in the 
New World In fact, in Western eyes, the Amhara was primarily a 
Black Man and a ^Native', and only secondarily a Christian; and as 
far as the Westerner was aware of the existence of the Ethiopian 
Monophysite Church, he was inclined to dismiss this common Chris- 
tianity, which he found himself sharing with these African primitives, 
as either an archaeological curiosity or a dubious joke. It was one of 
the ironies of the situation that the rehgious motive for sympathy 
with the Abyssiniaiis appealed more powerfully to Muslim than to 
Western Christian hearts and minds. 

In the Islamic, in contrast to the Western Christian, tradition 
Abyssinian Christendom played a prominent and an honourable part 
which was familiar to every Muslim who knew the story of the early 
trials of the Prophet and his first Meccan converts. At a moment 
when the persecution that was being inflicted upon them by the then 
all-powerful pagan vested interests in their native Mecca had become 
too grievous for them to bear, the disciples of Muhammad had been 
given asylum in Abyssinia by a Christian Government which sym- 
pathized with these Arabian refugees on the ground of a common 
monotheism and this gracious action, which was quickly forgotten 
by the Abyssinians themselves, made a lasting mark upon the hterary 
record and the folk memory of the Islamic World. In Abyssinians 
hour of peril and tribulation in a.b. 1935, this historic incident stiU 
availed to win Muslim sympathies for the Monophysite Christian 
victim of a Catholic Christian aggressor ; and though this considera- 
tion may not have counted for much in certain Islamic countries like 
Turkey and Egypt, which by this date had become to a large extent 
Westernized and sophisticated,^ it remained a living force among the 

^ This incident has been mentioned already in the 8um>ey for 1929, p. 209. 

* For a sketch of the Egyptian attitude towards the Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict, see the present chapter, pp. 96-9, above. The Turkish and Egyptian 
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more old-fashioned communities which at this date were still in a 
majority in the Islamic World. It weighed, for example, with the 
numerically and pohtically important Muslim commumty in British 
India ; and this Indian Mushni sympathy with Abyssinia, Hke the 
Indian Mushm sympathy with Turkey between 1918 and 1923, was 
shared by the Hindus 

The Hmdu sympathy with Abyssinia in 1935 was based on fecUngs 
of sohdarity with fellow Oriental victims of Western imperialism and 
with a fellow coloured people which was being trampled under foot 
by representatives of the White Race. In Hindu minds this racial 
consideration was probably less prominent than the political. On the 
other hand, it was the governing consideration in the minds of the 
Negro sympathizers with Abyssinia on both the African and the 
American side of the Atlantic. 

This sense of the sohdarity of the Black Race through the World 
with the Abyssinian targets of a White nation’s attack seems to have 
been given its first pubhc expression in the United States, where at 
this time there was a larger and more highly cultivated Negro in- 
telligentsia than in any other country. Public meetings of protest 
against Signor Mussolini’s threat of war against the Empire of Ethiopia 
were held in Harlem, the Negro quarter of New York City, on the 
14th July, 1935, and on the 24th. On the 28th of the same month a 
meeting of men and women of African descent was held, with the 
same object, in London ; and a number of similar meetings in many 
West Indian islands, and also in British Guiana, were reported by 
the beginning of August. In a public speech delivered in England 
on the 3rd August, 1935, a member of the Government of the United 
Kingdom, Mr. Ormsby Gore, spoke of ‘the danger of war between 
Italy and Abyssinia developing into ... a war between Native Races 
and White Civilization, which would be a world disaster’. On the 
11th August, in Jersey City, N.J., there was a fight between a Negro 
and an Itahan mob. On the 18th and the 29th August there were two 
further meetings of protest in London — ^both organized by the Inter- 
national African Friends of Ethiopia. A protest meeting was also 
held on the 26th August at Kingston, in Jamaica, by Black British 
ex-service men who had seen their service in the (now disbanded) 
West India Regiment. And before the end of the month the triple 

publics were moved partly by the considerations that were prevalent all 
over the Western World, and partly by their own special fears of beconaing, 
in their turn, the targets of an aggressive Italian imperialism. Similar fears 
seem also to have been felt by the peoples of Arabia — and especially by 
the Hijazis and the Yamanis — ^who still retained the old-fashioned Muslim 
outlook. 
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wave ot interest and sympathy and resentment was reported to have 
begun to stir the Black population in Cuba and in Natal. 

These reactions and forebodings were expressed with still greater 
vigour after Signor Mussolini’s passage from menace to action on the 
3rd October. In a letter published on the 5th October in The Times^ 
Miss Margery Perham branded Hhe seizure of Abyssinia as a crime’ 
because, if Abyssinia 'were not unique in that continent, she would 
not be the last truly independent community there, and as such a 
symbol to Africans throughout the World’. On the 22nd October 
the correspondent of The Times in the West Indies reported a serious 
outbreak of disorder in the Island of St. Vincent, and he cited the 
local officials as his authority for stating ‘that the Italian attack on 
Abyssinia had also served to inflame the natives, and’ that ‘for this 
reason fears were entertained lest the rioting should develop into a 
racial struggle ' . This report from the Antilles evoked from Sir Hesketh 
BeU in London a letter which was published in the same newspaper 
on the 25th 

While the rise of feelings of racial antagonism in the West Indies is 
unfortunate, the development of such an attitude among the teeming 
populations of our vast African territories would be a misfortune of 
the first magnitude. Save in the countries on the sea-board, the natives 
of our protectorates read no newspapers and are dependent on rumour 
and report for a knowledge of what is happemng beyond their borders. 
In this case they know nothing about the circumstances that have 
brought about the conflict in Ethiopia. They only know that White 
men are killing Blacks by thousands in East Africa, not on account of 
any offence committed by them, but with the object of stealing their 
land. In the Courts of the great Nigerian Emirs, in the compounds of 
the native traders, in the village market places throughout Tropical 
Africa this story of unjust war and aggression is the subject of countless 
comments and conversations. Indignation, resentment, and distrust 
arc seething in the minds of multitudes of unsophisticated natives, who, 
in the British territories at aU events, have gradually been learning to 
trust in the justice and honour of the White Man. 

The same point was made by the Archbishop of Canterbury in a 
speech delivered at a dinner of the Royal African Society on the 30th 
October. 

Except in the most remote and least civilized areas, the native races 
of Africa had reached a stage of what might be called increasing self- 
consciousness : consciousness of what their place was, and of what they 
wished it to be, in their own country. It might not as yet be very 
articulate, and it had arisen not so much as the result of clear thinking 
as from long brooding. He was sure that that self-consciousness was 
being stirred at the present time by the unhappy events which were 
occurring in Abyssinia. The natives saw a great White race attacking, 
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■with all the dreadful apparatus of modern warfare, the one remaining 
centre of independent African rule. 

These authoritative general statements were quickly corroborated 
in detail. 

In a letter written on the 17th December (d propos of 'the Laval- 
Hoare Peace Plan and published on the 1 9th, Miss Pcrliani reported : 

I have upon my table two letters, one from a West African, the other 
from an East African, both full of the war, both examples of the in- 
tense interest which educated Africans feel in its issue Both put their 
trust in England. 

'We aU highly appreciate’ (writes one) 'the action which the Britush 
Government has taken. It is the only nation on ivhicli the peace of the 
world depends, the saviour of the weak and the defender of justice. 
This w^ar has proved that even Prance is not to be trusted. She is too 
much after her own interests.’ 

This issue is not only sentimental. The educated Africans of to-da^^ 
will set the tone for the masses to-morrow. 

And the tale was taken up by Bishoii C. J. Ferguson-Davio in a 
letter published in The Tmes on the 21st December. 

In your issue of to-day s date Miss Margery Perham writes of the 
effect which the war is having on the educated natives in Africa. For 
the past two years and a half my work has been at Fort Hare, the one 
native college for the whole of South Africa. I loft there for a short 
holiday only 24 days ago 

The feeling is naturally very strong there on the subject of Italian 
action in Abyssinia, and of course the matter is being utilized by such 
newspapers as wish to produce ill-feeling among tho coloured races 
towards the White races. But Miss Perham undersi.atcs the position 
in suggesting that it is only educated or English-speaking Africans wlio 
are stirred in the matter. The ordinary natives also hear about the 
war. Just before I left, an educated native described to me tho con- 
versation ho had heard between two middle-aged uneducated w^omen 
about the wax. Knowledge of what is happening is already widespread . 
It is not, as Miss Perham suggests, merely a question for the future. 

At about the same date the writer of this Survey received from a 
friend of his on the staff of Achimota College at Accra, on the Gold 
Coast, a personal letter (dated the 3rd December, 1936, and thus 
written before ‘the Laval-Hoare Plan’ was published) which con- 
tained the following passage : 

The Africans can think of almost nothing but Abyssinia. They axe 
giving up trying to volunteer for service there, but laxge sums of money 
axe being contributed, . . . One village that I know raised £4. In the 
absence of real news the native newspapers axe filed with the wildest 
stories of Italian routs, and I should imagine that there are very few 
villages in West Africa in which the war and its causes are not known 
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and discussed. I am most thankful that the action of the and 

especially of Great Britain, has prevented the issue from hein^^ai^^^ 
racial one. 

Such wore the feelings which had been aroused, before the end of 
tho year 1035, in the hearts of coloured people all over the World, by 
Signor itussoliiiiV African 'war for civilization’. And this was before 
the aggressor had broken yet another of his international undertakings 
by resorting to the use of poison gas — and that against civilians as 
wcU as coiubatants. 

The first impression made by this Italian conduct upon the mind 
of a British observer was au impression of wickedness rendered irresis- 
tible through being armed with the devilish devices of an unpre- 
cedentedly ])otent technique. 

The second imi)ression was that the observer and his own fellow 
countrymen were deeply implicated in what was being done by their 
Italian fellow citizens of the ci-devant commonwealth of Western 
(Christendom. The bombing planes and the mustard gas with which 
the Italians were torturing tho Abyssimans were a perverse applica- 
tion of a AVestorn Physical Science which was a common achievement 
of the Galileos and Newtons and Voltas and Faradays and Marconis. 
In the misuse of this Western technique for the subjugation of back- 
ward peoples, tho English had shown the Italians the way. The 
Italians had tiuncd their arms against the last remaining indepen- 
dent native state in Africa because almost every other conquerable 
portion of that continent had already been acquired by the English 
or the French or the Dutch or the Belgians. And, after the Italian 
Government, acting on this pretext, had committed their breach of 
both the moral and the formal law by launching an unprovoked 
attack upon a fellow state member of the League of Nations, the 
British Government had resigned themselves to allowing the aggres- 
sion to go on, when this monstrous evil could have been brought to a 
stop if the states members of the League had had the courage to fulfil 
in full their obligations under Article 16 of the Covenant. 

Tho third impression made upon the mind of a British observer 
was that this common guilt of the Western World was probably on 
tho eve of incurring its common — and proportionate — punis h m e nt. 
For bombs and poison gas were only irresistible so long as they were 
used against adversaries who were incompetent to retort in kind; 
and if the wielders of these weapons were one day to turn them 
agamst one another, the result of this internecine warfare would be 
their mutual destruction. In 1936 Signor Mussolini and Herr Hitler 
were caUing loudly upon their fellow Europeans to march shoulder 
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to shoulder with them in campaigns for imposing Europe’s will upon 
the rest of the World ; but, perhaps fortunately for the World, there 
was httle prospect at this date that Europe’s aggressive impulses 
would be backed by the strength which would have been conferred 
on them by European unity. It seemed much more likely that the 
European peoples would revert to their ancient custom of turning 
their arms against each other, without being deterred by the penalty 
which another European fratricidal war would entail now that the 
weapons in the hands of Homo Occidentahs had become so potently 
lethal. If this prognostication hit the mark, then those European 
airmen who were torturing primitive Africans in 1935 and 1936 were 
practising for the day — ^perhaps in 1937 or in 1938 — when they would 
have their fellow Europeans for their targets, while their own mothers 
and sisters and children would provide targets for other European 
airmen of the opposite faction (whatever hnes the division of camps 
might follow). 

The moral was drawn in a telegram from the Executive Secretary 
of the Ethiopian Red Cross, Mr. T. A. Lambie, which was published 
in The Times of the 25th March, 1936. 

The bombing of country villages around Kworam and Waldia, the 
permanent blinding and maiming of hundreds of helpless women and 
children, as weU as the infliction of similar m juries on soldiers with that 
most dreadful of aU dreadful agencies, yperite, or so-called mustard gas, 
should cause us to ask ourselves the question — ^whither ? Do wo realize 
how dreadful an unscrupulous enemy can render war with this mon- 
strous weapon, which surpasses in fearfulnesa the wildest dread of a 
disordered imagination ? . . . . 

Whither ? To-day a few thousand peasants in Wallo^ wiU be groping 
their way down the dark years because of a dictator, whose name they 
have never heard of, but whose decree of ruthlessness has put out their 
eyes. WaUo is a long way from Charing Cross — ^yes, but not for aero- 
planes. Whither to-morrow ? 

Were European crimes in Africa to be avenged by European 
criminals in Europe ? 'This dramatic eventuahty must guide all our 
activity’, declared Signor Mussolini in a public speech delivered in 
Rome on the 23rd March, 1936. 'The wheel of Destiny runs swiftly. ’ 
What further need have we of witnesses ? 

^ It was one of the grim ironies of the Ethiopian tragedy that this WaUo 
Galla peasantry, whose first experience of the Italians’ advent was a rain of 
corrosive poison, might otherwise have been inclined — more decidedly than 
any other Ethiopian population — ^to welcome the Italians as liberators. 
(For the unfriendhness, towards the Amharas, of these Galla populations who 
had installed themselves on the summit of the eastern escarpment of the 
Abyssinian Plateau, see p. 375, below.) — A. J. T. 
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(iii) Relations between Abyssinia and Italy (1938-34) 

In the inclictnieut of Abyssinia which the Italian Government pre- 
sented for the c^onsideration of the Council of the League of Nations 
on the 4th September, 1935,^ they declared roundly that the Ethiopian 
state wns 'in such a condition of internal disorder and so politically, 
economically and culturally backward, that it^ could not ‘carry out 
unaided the thorough reorganization without which it must remain 
a permanent danger to the neighbouring Italian colonies They also 
declared that the inability of the Abyssinian Government to exercise 
their authority effectively throughout the whole of the ‘colonies’ 
which the Amharas had conquered from time to time meant that 
Abyssinia did not fulfil one of the essential conditions required by 
the Covenant of the League gf Nations as qualifications for member- 
sliip of the League. The Italians supported these statements by 
cii’cumwtantial details, relating not only to offences against Italian 
nationals and threats to the security of the Italian colonies, but also 
to the 'domination of the Negus over non- Abyssinian populations’ 
and to the 'decimation of the subject peoples’ ; to the ‘chronic state 
of internal disorder ’ in the country ; to the persistence of the ‘gebbar ’ 
system of serfdom, of the slave trade, and of the ‘horrors of domestic 
slavery’; and to the ‘barbarous customs and archaic laws’ which 
were still in force. In corroboration of the evidence which they 
adduced, the Italian Government referred to the testimony of many 
non-ItaKan foreigners who had first-hand knowledge of conditions in 
Abyssinia. 

Even if the picture painted by Italy were assumed to be substan- 
tially true to life (an assumption which was open to challenge), ^ it 

^ See p, 180 below. An English translation of the Italian memorandum will 
be found in League of Nations Official J ournal^ November 1935, pp. 1355-1418, 
® See, for instance, the concluding paragraph of the ‘ Comments by Monsieur 
Marcel G-riaule on some of the Questions dealt with in the Italian Grovernment’s 
Memorandum’, which were transmitted by the Abyssinian Government to 
tho Secretariat of the League on the 14th September, 1935, and prmted in 
League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, pp. 1588-94. Monsieur 
Griaule, who was the author of Les Mambeurs d'Hommes (Paris, 1934, Calmann- 
L6vy ), one of the most up-to-date of the books which were cited by the Italian 
Government in support of their case, wrote as follows : 

‘It cannot, of course, be expected that the Itahan Memorandum should 
be accurate on all points. The most eloquent and unbiased indictments 
normally contain some mistakes. It would have been human for the Italian 
Memorandum to contain, in view of its character as an indictment, a 
measure of inaccuracies that would not have detracted in any way from the 
value of the argument set forth, 

‘But in face of the number and gravity of the errors it contains; of the 
employment of certain witnesses whose honesty is not challenged but whose 

n I 
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would not necessarily follow that the public opinion of the World must 
accept as vahd the ItaHan conclusion that the Abyssinian house could 
only be put in order by forcible intervention from outside. To those 
who were not concerned to make out a case for intervention, it appeared 
that it would be more in keeping with ' 20 ost-war ’ standards of inter- 
national morality — and more likely, in the long run, to produce the 
desired results — ^if the Western Powers who were Abyssinia's neigh- 
bours were to lend their moral support and their jiractical aid to the 
country’s ruhng monarch, who made upon most of the unprejudiced 
observers who came into contact with him a striking impression of 
integrity, courage and poUtical sagacity. Has Tafari Makoniicn, who 
became the Emperor Haile Selassie P in 1930, was, by general admis- 
sion, sincerely desirous of carrying through a com 2 )rehensivc pro- 
gramme of reform ; and during the short period of six years which 
intervened between his coronation as Negus in 1928 and the beginning 
of the active dispute with Italy at the end of 1934, he made sufficient 
progress with his Herculean task to justify the hope that the abuses 
which laid Abyssinia open to the charge of being a bad neighbour, 
and which made her membership of the League of Nations something 
of an anomaly, would gradually disappear under the influence of a 

competence as observers of complicated facts is not proved ; in face also of 
the absence of numerous witnesses of world-wide reputation who have taken 
up a contrary position ; in view of the unduly large proportion of miscel- 
laneous particulars which cannot be checked, and which, even if they were 
all proved, would not allow of any general conclusion ; in view of the absence 
of any critical spirit, to which attention has been constantly drawn above, 
I declare that it would not bo just to take the Italian Memorandum as a 
basis of discussion on the situation in Ethiopia, and that it would be unwise 
to draw from it any inference as to the need for foreign interference in the 
internal affairs of the country.’ 

Of the numerous first-hand accounts of the situation in Abyssinia which were 
considerably more favourable to the Abyssinians than the Italian memoran- 
dum, reference may be made to two addresses delivered at Chatham House on 
the 11th November, 1936, and the 30th January, 1936, respectively: the first 
by Dr. A. J. M. MeUy on ‘Ethiopia and the War from the Ethiopian Point of 
View’, and the second by Mrs. D. A. Sandford on ‘Ethiopia: Keforms from 
within versus Foreign Control*. These two addresses are printed in InUr~ 
natioTial Affairs, January-February 1936 and March -April 1936. Mrs. Sand- 
ford (who had lived for &teen years in Abyssinia and whose husband, Colonel 
Sandford, had recently been appointed to advise the new Governor of the 
Province of Maji, one of the most backward parts of Abyssinia, which the 
Emperor hoped to transform into a model province) had formed the conclusion 
that the Abyssinians were ‘ a people who, strong in their national sentiment, 
progressive in their outlook, thanks to the remarkable man who is their ruler, 
physically vigorous and intellectually of a capacity distinctly superior to the 
average African native, might well be left to develop themselves and their 
country independently of foreign control*. 

^ ‘Hade Selassie’ in Ethiopio means ‘Power of the Trinity*. 
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wise and far-seeing ruler, who had shown that he was ready and 
willing to accept foreign help on the sole condition that his authority 
over his own people should not be undermined. 

The progress made during these six years might have been more 
spectacular if the Emperor had not been imbued with a native caution 
which taught him the wisdom of hastening slowly if he was to avoid 
the fate that had overtaken another Westernizing ruler of a backward 
country, King Amanu’Uah of Afghanistan,^ just at the moment when 
Has Tafari himself was taking his first steps along the path of reform. 
The essence of the problem which Haile Selassie had to solve was the 
substitution of a centralized administrative system for the old feudal 
regime under which each of the great ‘Rases ’ was a law unto himself 
in his ovii territory and could defy the authority of the ‘King of 
Kings ’ with impunity. So long as the Government at Addis Ababa 
was not in eilective control of the whole country, it was obvious that 
any laws, such as those providing for the abolition of slavery, which 
ran counter to the traditional way of life of the local chieftains, were 
likely to remain a dead letter except in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the capital ; and there was always the danger that the reactionary 
elements might co-operate in an attempt to overthrow a ruler who 
was endeavouring to impose unwelcome innovations upon them. By 
a combination of skill and good fortune, Haile Selassie was able to 
deal shigly with three or four of the most formidable representatives 
of the old x'egime and thus to dimmish the danger of a general revolt 
against his authority. 

The first of the reactionary and malcontent chiefs to be disposed 
of was Dejazmach Balcha of Sidamo, who had been one of Menehk’s 
lieutenants. He was ordered to come to the capital in the spring of 
1928, and when he arrived with a large bodyguard and defied the 
Government he was surrounded by troops loyal to Ras Tafari and 
forced to surrender. A few months later there followed what was 
known as the Palace Revolt: a conspiracy against Ras Tafari by the 
Empress Zuaditu’s household troops. This also was nipped in the 
bud, and the Empress then strengthened Ras Tafari's position still 
further by giving her consent to his coronation as Negus on the 7th 
October, 1928.^ 

The next trial of strength came in the early months of 1930, when 
Ras Gugsa Wolie — ^the former husband of the Empress, who was 
Governor of Gondar and Bagyemeder — ^led a revolt in the north. There 
were rumours that the other two great Rases of the north, Hailu of 

^ See the Survey for 1930, pp. 182-5. 

* See the Survey for 1929, p. 228 w. 



116 


Spct. Ill 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

Gojam and Kassa of Amhara, were joining forces with Ras Gngsa, 
but in fact they seem to have remained neutral Ras Gugsa was 
surrounded by Ras Tafari’s forces and he lost his life in a battle which 
took place on the 31st March, 1930 — ^in which an aeroplane, ])il()ted 
by a French airman, played a part of some importance. Tw o days 
later, on the 2nd April, the Empress Zuaditu died, and Ras Tafari 
succeeded, without overt opposition, to the supremacj" wliich he had 
already exercised in all but name. 

On the 2nd November, 1930, the coronation of the Em])eror Haile 
Selassie took place at Addis Ababa, in the presence of the provincial 
chiefs whom he had summoned to the capital on his succession to the 
throne, and of special missions from practically all the countries of 
Europe and from the United States. The scene was one of grcait 
magnificence, and if the foreign visitors were conscious that there was 
a good deal of ^window-dressing’ in the attempts wdiich wc^ro made 
to convince them that Abyssirda was a civilized country, it is probable 
that the concourse of dignitaries who had assembled from all quarters 
to do honour to the Emperor created the desired impression upon his 
own subjects. 

Rather more than eighteen months after his coronation, the Em- 
peror had to meet another severe crisis, when Lij Yasu — ^the grandson 
of Menehk who had been deposed from the throne in 19 IG on his 
conversion to Islam — escaped from custody in May 1932 and made 
his way into Gojam. Li] Yasu had been placed in the charge of 
Ras Kassa, and held prisoner at Ficho, some sixty miles north of 
Addis Ababa ; but Ras Kassa was detained in the capital, under the 
Emperor’s eye, at the time of his prisoner’s escape, and, whether from 
motives of policy or in deference to justice, he was not accused of 
connivance with Lij Yasu. Ras Hailu of Gojam, however, although 
he, too, appears to have been at Addis Ababa, was promptly arrested 
on a charge of complicity, put on trial and condemned to death. His 
sentence was commuted to banishment by the Emperor, but his 
property was confiscated (he was reputed to be the wealthiest man 
in Abyssinia). Ldj Yasu himself was recaptured in July and spent 
the remainder of his days in prison.^ 

With the fall of Ras Hadu, the hereditary kingship of Gojam 
came to an end, but the authority of the Central Government was 
not established over the province without challenge. In the autumn 
of 1932 a revolt was organized by a son of Ras Hailu, and some 
months later another rebellion broke out in the western part of the 
province, but on both occasions the Emperor’s forces had little 
^ He died at the end of November 1935. 



Sect. Ill ABYSSINIA AND ITALY (1928-34) 117 

difficulty in gaming the upper hand. In October 1934 there was a 
rising in the Northern Tigre, which was only suppressed after severe 
fighting. 

In 1934 the Emperor succeeded in deahng with another reactionary 
survivor of Meneht^s regime in the person of Eitaurari Birru. This 
chief had been gradually ousted from his offices, and he was finally 
exiled to the Arussi in July 1934. It was Haile Selassie’s policy to 
replace the deposed chieftains by adherents of his own who had 
received a Western education and who could, he believed, be trusted 
to carry out his reforms. According to the Itahan Government, how- 
ever, these changes increased rather than diminished the disorder of 
the country. In their memorandum of the 4th September, 1935, they 
declared that 

the elimination of important chiefs who wielded an extensive influence 
ill certain regions, and the substitution of Shoan officials of the Central 
Government for the traditional chiefs, while faihng to strengthen the 
Central Government’s power m the frontier regions, have, at the same 
time, disorganized the provmcial administrations and helped to make 
internal conditions in Ethiopia even more unstable than they were in 
the Emperor Menelik’s time.^ 

The Italian Government also pointed out that the Emperor had 
been ‘obliged to reverse his own policy completely’ when he became 
the head of the state in 1930. Before his accession, he had ‘en- 
deavoured to weaken the power of the Crown in order the better to 
strengthen his own supremacy over the Empress. Consequently, he 
had . . . passed as the greatest feudatory of the Empire, who, in accor- 
dance with the traditional policy, sought to Unlit the powers of the 
sovereign’. After the Empress’s death, Has Tafari gained ‘some 
apparent successes ’ in his new policy of strengthening the power of 
the Crown, but ‘he did not succeed in re-establishing the sovereign 
power which he himself had been undermining for many years’. In 
the Italian view, this was ‘the main cause of the present political 
disorder in Ethiopia, where the elimination of certain local Rases’ 
had ‘really been more in the nature of a personal victory for the Negus 
than of a genuine step towards the restoration of order in the Empire’ 
Seeing that the Emperor had only been in supreme authority for five 
years when the Italian memorandum was compiled, this judgment 
on the effects of his policy of centralization might be dismissed as 
premature, even if no weight was attached to the allegations which 
were made on the Abyssinian side that for many years past the diffi- 
^ Italian memorandum, League of Nations Official Jowmdl, November 1936, 
p. 1391. 

^ Op dt., p. 1390. 
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culties of the Abyssinian Government had been greatly increased by 
the subversive activities of the Italian authorities.^ 

During the years 1930 to 1934 Haile Selassie made a beginning 
with the introduction of the reforms which were necessary in order 
to transform Abyssinia from a feudal kingdom into a modern state 
governed in accordance with constitutional principles. On the 16th 
July, 1931 j the Emperor promulgated a constitution for the country. 
This established a consultative body of two chambers, the members 
of which were to be not elected but nominated — ^in the case of the 
upper house by the Emperor, in the case of the lower house by the 
local chiefs and provincial notables with the Emperor’s consent. This 
Parliament, the first session of which was inaugurated by the Emperor 
in November 1931, on the first anniversary of his coronation, was 
empowered to discuss new legislation, but the final approval of all 
laws rested with the Emperor, and the Ministers who carried on the 
functions of government continued to be directly responsible to him.^ 

^ ' One glance at history is enough to reveal Italian intrigue at work within 
the Empire in the past, seeking to disintegrate it and to disorganize its ad- 
ministration’ (‘Preliminary Observations dated the 14th September, 1935, of 
the Ethiopian Delegation on the Italian G-overnment’s Memorandum xwLcague 
of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, pp. 1595-1601). Of. Monsieur 
Marcel Griaule’s ‘Comments’ on the Italian memorandum: ‘It is a disturb- 
mg fact that the question of the disorganization of the public authorities in 
Ethiopia should be taken up by the very people who have been attempting 
to undermine them for close on haK a century by fomenting rebellion in 
numerous districts ’ Monsieur Griaule went on to cite instances of Italian 
mtrigues, dating from 1883 to 1907, and, ‘from this by no moans complete 
enunaeration ’, he concluded that the Italian Government were ‘scarcely in a 
position to raise the question of the disorganization of government in Ethiopia ’ . 

For the Abyssinian accusation that the Italian Government made an im- 
proper use of the consular system, see p. 130 below. 

The Italians, on their side, accused the Government at Addis Ababa of ‘insti- 
gatingsubversive action directed solely against Italy and against her frontiers’. 
They alleged that a system of propaganda had been organized which made 
use of disloyal individuals . . . persons who’ had ‘been banished from Eri- 
trea, deserters from the Entrean militia, fugitives from justice, individuals 
^charged by the Italian colonial administration on account of inefiaciency, 
msubordination, or dishonesty Such persons were ‘attracted to Addis Ababa 
by the promise of work in order to form a special association (assisted by the 
Ethiopian Government) for carrying on subversive propaganda against Italy’. 
(Itahan memorandum, League of Nations Official Jouriml, November 1935, 

p. looo.) 

* The Coxmcil of Ministers had been gradually acquiring greater importance 
for some years before the promulgation of the constitution. By 1936 the 
J ore^ Office and the Ministries of Education, Commerce, Agriculture, &c.,had 
developed into real Government Departments under responsible Ministers, and 
a ^rmanent civil service was being built up from among the yoimger men who 
Had been educated in the schools which had been established during recent 
years— some of them at the personal expense of the Emperor, who had inter- 
ested himself m questions of education from the time of his appointment 
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In thus presenting his people with a constitution for which there 
was certainly no popular demand, the Emperor was laying himself 
open once more to the criticism that he was dressing his shop -window 
with an eye to the foreigner in the street ; and it was obvious that, 
constitution or no constitution, the country would have to be 
governed for some time to come by the autocratic methods which were 
best suited to a state in Ethiopia’s stage of development. Erom an 
educational point of view, however, the new consultative institutions 
might prove to be of definite practical value ; for it appeared that the 
membership of the two houses was to be changed at frequent intervals, 
and in this way the Emperor might hope that, as time went on, an 
increasing number of his subjects would acquire some understanding 
of his aims and methods, and would be able to pass on their knowledge 
to a wider circle on their return from the capital to their own homes. 

The creation of an enhghtened pubhc opinion was especially neces- 
sary if the reform to which most importance was attached in the out- 
side world — ^the aboHtion of slavery — ^was to make any real progress. 
The charge that slavery and slave-raiding were continuing virtually 
unchecked was one of the principal items in the Italian indictment of 
Abyssinia, and the Government in Rome professed to have expected 
that this particular accusation — ^which was borne out to a consider- 
able extent by independent testimony — ^would rally the nations of 
Europe to the support of Italy in her self-imposed crusade against a 
fellow Christian Power. Pubhc opinion in other countries did indeed 
deplore the fact, to which the Itahan Government gave fresh pubheity, 
that slavery had not yet been abohshed by a Christian state member 
of the League of Nations ; but the widespread ahenation of sympathy 
from Abyssinia on which the Itahans apparently counted did not 
follow upon their revelations — ^partly because the slavery issue was 
felt to be a red herring, partly because there was general recognition 
of the extreme difficulty of putting an effective end to an institution 
which was closely interwoven into the social and economic fabric of 
Abyssinian life. 

If it had only been a question of legislation, Haile Selassie would 
have had no problem to solve, for the abolition of slavery had been 
decreed as far back as the reign of the Emperor John and again by 
Menehk, In 1924, after Abyssinia’s admission to membership of 
the League of Nations, a decree was issued which ordered that aU the 

as Regent in 1917. The Church, which had been one of the great strongholds 
of Conservatism, was also beginning to tackle the problem of education in 
earnest, and an efficient school was started in association with the Cathedral 
of St. George at Addis Ababa (Mrs. Sandford, loe. dt). In 1930 the Emperor 
had appomted an American expert to advise him on educational matters. 



120 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


8oct 111 


children of slaves should be born free and that slaves should be 
liberated on their master’s death, and which prohibited trading in 
slaves. In 1931 this law was amended and the penalties for slave- 
trading were made more severe, but the persistence of I’aids for slaves 
across the frontiers into British, Brench and Italian territory^ v^as 
sufficient proof that the law was not strictly enforced — at any rate 
in outlying parts of the Empire. Even in districts directly under the 
jurisdiction of the Central Government, wdiere the indifference or 
active opposition of local chiefs had not to be reckoned -with, the 
economic difficulty of providing a livehhood for liberated slaves put 
an effective brake upon rapid progress. 

In the early months of 1932 Lord Noel-Buxton and Lord Polwarth 
visited Abyssinia on behalf of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Pro- 
tection Society and discussed the situation with the Emperor. Lord 
Noel-Buxton afterwards stated^ that ‘the Emperor did not see his 
way to adopt the suggestion’, which was put to him on behalf of tlxc 
Anti-Slavery Society, ‘that he would be assisted in carrying out, in 
the teeth of strong internal opposition, the various reforms vhich ho 
planned if he invited the aid of the League of Nations in regard l)oth 
to finance and to the appointment of advisers Haile Selassie seems, 
however, to have accepted without demur the suggestions for dealing 
with the problem of slavery which wore made by the Anti-Slaveiy 
Society, and, on being pressed to fix a time-limit for the work of 
abolition, he undertook that the task should be comificted within 
twenty years. A special Slavery Department was set up before the 
end of 1932, with a British ex-official, Mr. do Halpcrt, as adviser, and 
‘the slave-trade, if not slavery itself, was seriously tackled in more 
than one province. The suppression of the conspiracy of Has Hailu 
a few months later, increasing as it did the Emperor’s authority, gave 
grounds for still further optimism. But at this stage the determina- 
tion of many great Rases and of other conservative elements to oppose 
reforms appears to have got the upper hand. The efforts of the slavery 
officials sent by the Emperor to the provinces were neutralized by 
the opposition, active or passive, of the provincial governors, and, at 


^ See p. 41, footnote 3, above for a reference to the BritiBh Wliite Papers on 
the sub]ect. The ItaHan memorandum of the 4th September, 1935, gave lists 
0 15 acts committed against Italian lives, property and interests’, and 51 
raids, attacks and frontier incidents ’ ; but while there were numerous cases of 
the carrying off of live stock, and also of the arrest and imprisonment of Italian 
subjects, in only one case (in May 1935) were the raiders actually accused of 
caring off slaves Details relating to the slave-trade in Abyssinia, reported 
by the Itahan oonsi^ m various stations, were included in another section of 
the report {League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, pp, 1401-2) 

In a letter to The Times, published in the issue of the 24th July, 1935. 
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the centre, the work of the Slavery Department, which had begun 
so promisingly, was brought to a complete standstill by a quarrel 
between the Director and the Secretary of the Department, which 
led to the imprisonment of the latter. After fruitless endeavours to 
obtain action in the matter, Mr. de Halpert . . . felt compelled at the 
end of 1933 to resign his post’.^ 

Like many other reformers, Haile Selassie found that the wheels 
of progress revolved smoothly under his personal supervision, but 
that there was a marked slowing-down as soon as he turned his 
attention to another part of the vast field which he had to cover.^ 
Lord Noel-Buxton was of opinion® that the disappointmg result of 
the anti-slavery campaign was ‘largely due to the action of Italy. The 
attention of the Emperor was diverted to other activities, and the 
funds essential for such reforms as the estabhshment of a paid pohee 
and judiciary were otherwise absorbed. ' 

From the end of 1934 onwards it was a matter of common know- 
ledge that the Abyssinian Government were straining all their resources 
in order to purchase munitions in view of the military preparations 
which wore going on in Eritrea and Somaha ; but it was, of course, 
asserted on the Italian side that the accumulation of men and 
munitions on the borders of Abyssinia in 1935 was in answer to the 
preparations for an attack on the Italian colonies on which the 
Government at Addis Ababa had been engaged for some time past. 
The basis, such as it was, of this accusation was to be found in the 
fact that the Emperor’s programme of reform included the organiza- 
tion on modern lines of the Imperial Guard, which formed the only 
standing force available to the Government at Addis Ababa for main- 
taining internal order and dealing with revolts in the provinces. 
Towards the end of 1929 arrangements were made with the Belgian 
Government for the despatch of a military mission to train the Im- 
perial Guard, and the effects of the mission’s work were already visible 
at the time of the Emperor’s coronation inNovember 1930. Anumber 
of Swedish officers were also engaged to act as instructors of Abys- 
sinian officers. Simultaneously with the reorganization of the Imperial 
Guard, the Emperor took steps to break down the system by which 
each of the local chiefs maintained his own private army — ^for instance 
by transferring the governors of provinces from one part of the 

^ Lord Noel-Buxton, loc. cit 

® According to Mrs, Sandford, a mass of routine work was done under the 
Emperor’s personal supervision, and no decision, even m minor affairs, was 
ever taken without reference to him. (See Mrs. D. A. Sandford: ‘Ethiopia; 
Reforms from within versus Eoreigu Contror, m InternaUoned Affairs, March- 
April 1936.) ® Loc. cit. 
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country to another and forbidding them to take their armies with 
them. ' 

The acquisition of the up-to-date munitions which were required 
to place the Abyssinian army on a modern footing was governed 
principally by financial considerations, for the international restric- 
tions on the importation of arms into Abyssinia did not impose any 
limits on the quantities which the Covernment might acquire for 
their own lawful purposes. At the time of her admission to member- 
ship of the League of Nations in 1923 Abyssinia had given an under- 
taking *to conform to the principles set forth in the conventions 
relating to supervision of the traffic in arms and ammunition and the 
Protocol signed at St.Germain-on-Layeonthe 10th September, 1919 \ 
The St. Germain Convention,^ which had been intended to foi’cstall 
the danger that the stocks of small arms and ammunition left over 
at the end of the war of 1914r-18 might find their way into the hands 
of the semi-barbarous inhabitants of Tropical Africa, had foiled to 
receive the ratifications necessary to bring it into force, and a con- 
vention for the control of the arms traffic which was drawn up at a 
conference in Geneva in May 1925^ suffered the same fate. In 1920, 
however, the Governments of Belgium, Prance, Great Britain, Italy 
and Japan had agreed among themselves to apply the provisions of 
the St. Germain Convention to the prohibited area specified in the 
convention, and since that area included Abyssinia and the parties 
to this arrangement included the limitrophe Powers, the importation 
of arms mto Abyssinia should have been confined to supplies specially 
licensed and consigned to the Government at Addis Ababa. There 
was reason to believe, however, that the regulations were not observed 
by all the parties concerned, and in 1928 the British Government 
suggested to the Governments of Prance, Italy and Abyssinia that 
they should join with Great Britain in an agreement Ho anticipate 
the general coming into force of the Geneva Convention of 1925 and 
to apply its provisions to Abyssinia The negotiations did not make 
rapid progress, and it was not until the 21st August, 1930, that a 
treaty Hegxdating the importation into Ethiopia of arms, ammuni- 
tion and implements of war’ was signed in Paris. 

According to the Itahan Government’s version, the necessity for 
an arrangement of this kind was recognized as Specially urgent, 
because Ethiopia, under cover of the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1928, 

^ See the Survey for 1920-3, Part T, section (i). 

^ See the Survey for 1925, VoL ii, pp. 69-70. 

® Sir Austen Chamberlain in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 
4th April, 1928. 
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had initiated a pohey of intensive armaments Italy, France and 
Great Britain had also ^wished to give a further proof of their desire 
to assist what aj^peared to he the programme of the reigning Negus, 
by reserving to him alone the power to receive and control imports 
of arms . In the preamble to the treaty,^ the four signatory Powers 
declared themselves to be 

desirous of ensuring an effective supervision over the trade in arms and 
munitions in Ethiopia and m the territories adjacent thereto, with the 
object on the one hand of enabling His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia 
to obtain all the arms and munitions necessary for the defence of his 
territories from external aggression and for the preservation of internal 
order therein and, on the other hand, of preventing the menace to the 
peace of Ethiopia and the adjacent territories of the other three Powers 
whicli is caused by the acquisition of arms and munitions by unauthorized 
persons. 

Under the system of control which was devised, exports of arms 
from a manufacturing country to Abyssinia were only permitted on 
receipt of a ‘ writing or endorsement ’ in a specified form showing that 
the import of the consignment had been authorized by the Ethiopian 
authorities and that the articles were required for use by the Govern- 
ment or by public authorities responsible to the Government. The 
Governments of Great Britain, France and Italy were in a position 
to ensure that these regulations were observed by other arms- 
manufaoturing countries by reason of their control over all the routes 
by which Abyssinia communicated with the outer world. They imder- 
took Ho permit the transit to Ethiopia, across their respective terri- 
tories adjacent thereto’, of consignments of arms and ammunition 
which were accompanied by the Ethiopian Government’s ‘writing 
or endorsement’ and by export Ucences or declarations supplied by 
the authorities of the exporting country.^ 

^ The Italian Government themselves, according to their own account 
(Memorandum, League of Nations Official Journal, November 1936, p. 1388), 
supplied Abyssinia, before the signature of the 1930 treaty, with smaU arms 
and iimniumtion to the value of 1,900,000 Italian lire. Of this sum 840,000 
lire was still unpaid in August 1936. 

^ The text was published as the British White Papers Omd. 2707 of 1930 
and Cmd. 4061 of 1932. It will also he found m Documents on Internatio'nal 
Affaira, 2030, pp. 196-207. Katiftoations were deposited at Addis Ababa on the 
loth February, 1932. 

® A reservation attached to this article (Art. 9) gave the Governments of 
France, Italy and Great Britain the right to refuse transit authorizations ‘if 
the attitude or disturbed condition of Ethiopia constitutes a threat to peace 
or public order’. This was the only groimd for such a refusal allowed by the 
treaty, and the French Government could hardly claim the benefit of the 
reservation when they refused, after Italy had been declared the aggressor, 
to allow munitions to be transported along the railway from D jibonti to Addis 
Ababa (see p. 360, footnote 2, below). 
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The Abyssinian Government, for their part, undertook nob to sell 
or transfer the arms and ammunition v'hich they received to un- 
authorized persons, to see that all firearms included in the categories 
covered by the treaty and supplied for their use were marked in a 
specified manner, and to pubhsh quarterly returns of imports a.ud 
exports of arms. By a declaration attached to the treaty they also 
promised to inform the other signatories of the treaty, on the 1st 
December of each year, of the sum which they proposed to devote to 
the purchase of armaments in the following year. 

It was part of the Italian case against Abyssinia that these under- 
takings had not been observed. In their memorandum of the 4th 
September, 1935, the Italian Government recalled the fact that 
sales of cartridges to private persons had taken place on a large 
scale during 1931, and that the representatives of France, Great 
Britain and Italy had protested against these transactions on the 
19th February, 1932, when they deposited the ratifications of the 
treaty of the 21st August, 1930.^ Further instances of the illegal sale 
of cartridges were alleged to have occurred in 1933 and 1931. The 
Abyssinian Government were also accused of failing to stamp the 
firearms imported by them in the prescribed manner, and of omitting 
to publish regular returns and to notify the other Governments of 
the sums to be expended on armaments. Quarterly returns of cx])orts 
and imports of arms were said to have been published from July 
1933 to June 1934 but to have ceased thereafter, while no notification 
of proposed expenditure was made after the 7th December, 1932 
(when the sum indicated amounted to 10,000,000 French francs for 
the year 1933).^ The Italian Government alleged that ‘iu rcs^x^ot of 
the considerable quantities of arms’ imported by the Abyssinian 
Government after the middle of 1934, there had been ‘'no communica- 
tion either of the budgetary credits or of the statistics’.® This omis- 
sion to publish the statistics required by the treaty would have been 
more serious if the Governments of the limitrophe Powers had not 
been in a position to check the imports into Abyssinia, and had not in 
fact undertaken themselves to publish details relating to the consign- 
ments of arms and munitions which passed through their respective 
territories. The Italian version was, however, that the Abyssinian 

^ The Abyssinian answer to this protest was that the cartridges in question 
were ‘old cartridges filled with black powder, which could be used only for 
rifle practice’. 

^ ® The same sum had been allocated for 1931 and mentioned in the declara- 
tion attached to the treaty of the 21st August, 1930. 

® Italian memorandum, League ofWaUons Official Journal^ November 1935, 
p. 1411. 
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Government were successful in evading this control and that they 
were able to obtain contraband supplies of war material in enormous 
quantities.^ 

The Italian Government also complained that the Abyssinian 
Government had made an improper application of the arms treaty 
by denying the right of foreign consuls to import arms for the use of 
their guards^ and by insisting that foreigners must obtain permits 
for the possession of arms when no such obligation was imposed on 
Ethiopian subjects. In general they declared that the Ethiopian 
Government had 'systematically violated the principal clauses’ of 
the treaty of the 21st August, 1930, ‘invoking its provisions only in 
order to prevent the import of arms intended for the consular guards 
or to stultify the regime recognized for foreigners under the Klobu- 
kowski Treaty’.^ 

The Klobukowski Treaty was a treaty concluded between Ethiopia 
and France on the 10th January, 1908. Its provisions, which had been 
extended to cover the relations between Ethiopia and other countries 
by the application of the most-favoured-nation clause, governed the 
treatment of citizens, subjects and probected persons of European 
states in Abyssinia. According to the Italian Government this treaty 
also had 'for some years past been systematically violated by the 
Addis Ababa Government The Abyssinian authorities were accused 
of preventing foreigners from acquiring land or obtaining long leases 
which would enable them to establish industries ; of restricting the 
freedom of movement, even of members of the consular services ; of 
granting a liquor monopoly to a Belgian company in 1922 and a salt 
monopoly to a Franco-Ethiopian company in 1930 and of according 
privileged treatment to goo^ from British Somaliland in 1933, in 
defiance of clauses providing for freedom of trade and most-favoured- 
nation treatment ; and of imposing taxes and duties on foreign goods 
in excess of those permitted by the Klobukowski Treaty. On the 
27th March, 1931, for instance, a decree was issued imposing heavy 
excise and consumption duties on imported goods,^ and by the be- 
ginning of 1934 nine special duties in all had been introduced, despite 

^ Op. cit, p. 1388. 

^ See p. 130, below, for an explanation of the Abyssinian attitude on this 
matter. 

® Itahan Memorandum, League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, 
p. 1412. 

* The proceeds of these duties were used to purchase the assets and goodwill 
of the Bank of Abyssinia (a concern which had been founded in 1905, and 
which was controlled by a syndicate whose principal members were the National 
Bank of Egypt and French and Italian groups). The object of the Emperor was 
to establish a national bank and introduce a monetary system on a gold basis. 
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protests from the Diplomatic Corps. In April 1934 the Abyssinian 
Government issued a customs tariff replacing the system of ad valorem 
taxation^ by a system of specific duties, and thus ' completely changed 
the system of taxation agreed upon with foreign states 

There were also complaints in regard to the administration of 
justice as it affected foreigners. On the basis of the provisions of the 
Klobukowski Treaty, disputes between Ethiopians and foreigners 
came before a Special Court consisting of an Ethiopian judge and the 
consul of the state to which the foreigner belonged. The procedure 
gave rise to considerable friction and many delays, with the result 
that the Ethiopian party was apt ‘to obtain from the foreigner — who 
fears complications, delays and costs — a settlement out of court to liis 
own advantage". From time to time the Diplomatic Corps submitted 
proposals for the constitution of regular mixed coui‘ts, but no agree- 
ment had been reached in 1931, when the foreign IMissions ‘decided 
to refrain from taking part in the proceedings of the Special Court 
until the Ethiopians showed a serious intention of introducing the 
necessary reforms The abstention of the foreign Missions did not 
come to an end until May 1933, when the Ethiopian Government 
undertook that the numerous sentences of the Special Court which 
had been left in suspense should be executed within six months 
and that a mixed commission should be set up to compile a code of 
civil procedure. At the request of the Diplomatic Corps another com- 
mission was also set up to study the institution of mixed courts. Some 
progress was made in preparing drafts of a civil and penal code, which 
were approved by the foreign Governments concerned, but neither of 
the commissions had completed its task before the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment had to concentrate all their energies on meeting the Italian 
attack.® 

These grievances were of a kind familiar to European officials in 
other countries, such as China, ^ where foreigners lived under a capitu- 
latory regime ; and, while they were no doubt vexatious enough, they 
could hardly be held to justify armed intervention by one, and one 
only, of the Powers whose interests were affected. The Italian Govern- 
ment maintained, however, that Italy was in fact the greatest sufferer 
firom the internal situation in Abyssinia and from that country’s 
breach of her treaty obligations. The arguments on which they based 
this claim were somewhat obscure to the non-Italian mind. They 

^ The Klobukowski Treaty provided for a duty of 8 per cent, on French 
wines and other drinks and 10 per cent, on all other French imports. 

3 Italian Memorandum, League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, 
pp. 1361-4. » Op. cit,, pp. 1304-6. 

^ See the Smveyfor 1926, Part III A, section (iii). 
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declared, for instance, that Italy, ^ owing to the geographical position 
of her colonies in relation to Ethiopia \ was the Power which suffered 
the most serious damage, direct and indirect, from the chronic state 
of internal disorder in Ethiopia, and from the inability of that 
country to progress They also asserted that the international agree- 
ments regarding Abyssinia to which Italy was a party ^ gave ‘legal 
recognition to her ‘ predominant interest ’ in that country, in accor- 
dance with her ‘ most urgent and recognized need of colonial expan- 
sion ’ The Italian G overnment were perhaps on rather firmer ground, 
morally if not legally, when they claimed that the conclusion of the 
It alo -Abyssinian treaty of 1928 — ^the first treaty of friendship which 
an Abyssinian Government had ever signed with a European Power — 
gave Italy the right to expect specially favourable treatment in con- 
nexion with the economic development of the country. The most 
substantial of the Italian complaints against Abyssinia was that Italy 
had not obtained any of the advantages which she had expected to 
accrue from the 1928 treaty and that the Abyssinian Government 
had discriminated against Italian nationals instead of granting them 
special privileges. 

The Italo-Abyssinian Treaty of Friendship and Arbitration of the 
2nd August, 1928, had contained a clause by which the two Govern- 
ments undeiiiook ‘to develop and promote trade ’ between their coun- 
tries, and it had been accompanied by a supplementary convention 
which provided that Italy should grant Abyssinia a free zone in the 
port of Asab and that a motor-road should be constructed linking 
up Asab with Dessye, some 200 miles within the Abyssinian frontier.^ 
At the time of the conclusion of these treaties, there seemed every 
prospect that Abyssinia was about to enter upon a phase of rapid 
economic development, and Italy hoped to derive great profit from 
the transit of the products of north-eastern Abyssinia through the 
port of Asab as weU as from the participation of Italian nationals 
in the work of developing the natural resources of the country. These 
extravagant hopes would probably have been disappointed in any 
case as a result of the operation of the World Economic Crisis, which 
was extremely discouraging to the launching of projects for the ex- 
ploitation of an undeveloped country but the Italian Government 

^ Italian Memorandum, League of Nations OffioialJournal, November 1935, 
p. 1391. ® See the Survey for 1929, Part III, section (li). 

* Italian Memorandum, Zoo. cii, 

* See the Survey for 1929, pp. 229-30. 

* The economic crisis was mainly responsible, for instance, for the postpone- 
ment of the scheme for the construction of a barrage at the point where the 
Blue Nile issued from Lake Tana. In October 1930 a mission from the White 
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also found themselves obliged to contend with the passive refusal of 
the Abyssinian Government to implement the terms of tho economic 
convention of the 2nd August, 1928. They took no stops to avail 
themselves of the offer of a free zone at Asab, and while the section 
of the motor-road from Asab to the frontier, for which the Italians 
were responsible, was constructed without undue delay, the continua- 
tion of the road to Dessyc was never put in hand In November 
1931, over three years after the signature of the treaty, Italian experts 
attended a meeting at Addis Ababa to discuss plans for the road 
which had been drawn up by Dutch engineers in the service of the 
Abyssinian Government ; but shortly afterwards it was announced 
that the newly constituted Parhament at Addis Ababa had decided 
that the construction of roads radiating from tho capital must have 
precedence over all others, and on this pretext the project for a road 
from Dessye to the Eritrean frontier was shelved indefinitely. The 
Abyssinian Government also refused to consider another proposal , 
which had been put forward by an Italian company, for the construc- 
tion of a road irom the Eritrean frontier to Gondar ^ 

The motives which led the Abyssinian Government to sign the con- 
ventions of the 2nd August, 1928, and thereafter to adopt an obstruc- 
tive policy which nullified their effect, remained something of a 
mystery. Xenophobia as such did not appear to be strongly marked 
in Abyssinia, 2 and although Ethiopians in general had a woU-founded 
mistrust of foreigners and their machinations, that did not prevent 
the Emperor from engaging a number of foreign advisers to assist 
him in carrying out his reforms. Between 1928 and 1935, an English- 
man was appointed to advise on internal administration, a Swiss on 
judicial questions, Americans on educational and financial questions,^ 

Engineering Company of New York visitod the lake and made a survey, and 
an a^eement was on the point of being concluded in 1931, on the bams of tho 
mission’s report, when the fall in the price of cotton obliged the promoters of the 
scheme to abandon it, at any rate for the time being. (For the earlier history 
of the Tana Barrage project, see the Survey for 1929, pp. 218-21 and 230-2.) 

^ Itahan Memorandum, Leag%i>e of Nations Official Journal, November 1035, 
p. 1360. 

^ In January 1932 the American Minister at Addis Ababa was attacked, 
after the car in which he was driving had injured a woman ; and in tho Juno 
of the same year a French railway employee was attacked at Dire Dawa ; but 
these seem to have been isolated instances. In his comments on tho Italian 
memorandum, Monsieur Marcel Griaule remarked that ‘xenophobia, if we bear 
in mind tbe majority of the European elements settled in or passing through 
Abyssinia, may be regarded as a sign of an elementary instinct of self- 
preservation 

® The American financial adviser, Mr. E. A. Colson, who was appointed in 
February 1930, became the Emperor’s principal foreign adviser. He assisted 
in the diplomatic negotiations before and during the war and remained at 
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Belgians and Swedes on military questions, a Swede on questions of 
foreign policy, a Russian on public works, Grermans on aviation, and 
Frenchmen on foreign policy, public works, aviation, archaeology and 
postal administration. During this period only one Itahan expert — 
an electrical engineer — was appointed in an advisory capacity. 

The Itahaiis olauned that Italy had ^not missed any opportunity 
of offering Ethiopia the advantages of her experience in solving the 
numerous problems which the country must tackle in order to advance 
along the path of civilization and progress ’ ; and they declared that 
Abyssinia had 'repHed by closing every door to Italian co-operation, 
and systematically obstructing every request made by the Itahan 
Government . Thus Italy had ' in practice found herself in a position 
of inferiority compared with other Powers, whereas the treaties in 
force promised her a predominant position In addition to the ob- 
struction of projects for roads and to the omission of ItaUans from 
the Emperor’s corps of foreign advisers, the Itahan Government gave 
several examples of discrimination against Itahans and of obstacles 
which had been placed in the way of Itahan enterprise. With regard 
to pubhc works, for instance, the Abyssinian Government were said 
to have engaged Dutch experts and entered into negotiations with 
Swiss, French and American companies, but to have refused the assis- 
tance of Itahan jSrms which possessed organizations ready to hand 
in the neighbouring colonies. The Itahan Government complained 
that the Marconi station had indeed been constructed by an Itahan 
company (whose tender had been the lowest), but that it had been 
placed, on completion, in the hands of French and Swedish technicians. 
They also complained that the services of Itahan doctors and of 
medical officers who had estabhshed dispensaries at Itahan consulates 
had been passed over — ^the direction of the Government’s hospitals 
at Addis Ababa and Harrar being entrusted to two Frenchmen and a 
Swede — and that the work of a Serum and Vaccine Institute founded 
at Addis Ababa on Itahan initiative had been obstructed. Another 
Itahan enterprise, the DaUol potash mines, had met with perpetual 

Addis Ababa until the campaign was nearly at an end, when Lis health obliged 
him to leave the country. Another American subject, Mr, J. H. Spencer, was 
appointed as assistant political adviser in January 1936, Mr. Colson and 
Mr. Spencer, together with Monsieur Auberson, the Swiss legal adviser, 
accompanied the Emperor to Geneva for the meeting of the League Assembly 
at the end of June 1936 (see pp. 493 ssgg., below) and Mr. Colson was also a 
member of the Abyssinian delegation to the Assembly in September 1936 (see 
p. 622, below). The Swedish mOitary adviser, General Virgin, had resigned, 
for reasons of health, just before the war began. 

^ Italian Memorandum, League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, 
p. 1360. 
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difficulties and had been refused permission to build roads from the 
mines to the Eritrean frontier, across which their products must pass. 
Finally, the Government’s prohibition of the acquisition of land by 
foreigners made it impossible for Italians to participate in the agricul- 
tural development of the country. ^ 

In the light of after-events, the Abyssinian Government’s refusal 
of facilities for the construction of roads from the Eritrean frontier 
to the interior of the country appears to have been a wise measure of 
self-defence,^ and the most probable explanation of their general 
policy in rejecting Italian co-operation would seem to be that they 
believed, rightly or wrongly, that Italian economic penetration was 
intended to be, not an end in itself, but merely a method of preparing 
for the military conquest of the country. Presumably they came to 
this conclusion shortly after the signature of the treaties of the 2nd 
August, 1928, before the Italians had been able to profit to any 
considerable extent from the provisions of those treaties. In this con- 
nexion it maybe noted that the Abyssinian Government, in their 'pre- 
liminary observations’ on the Italian Government’s memorandum, 
made counter-charges of a serious kind against the Italian consuls. 

Ethiopia . . . cannot . . . allow herself to be reproached for alleged in- 
fringement of consular immunities without in her turn complaining that 
Italy has, for notary purposes, and through the estabhshment of con- 
sulates in districts which have no other importance than a strategical 
one for the penetration and invasion of Ethiopia, made an utterly abusive 
use of an institution which, as shown in the history of international law, 
was only accorded its privileges and immunities for purposes of peaceful 
penetration and expansion of trade. 

At places where there is not a single Italian national, a consul estab- 
hshes hmseh in an area known as consular territory with a guard of 
about ninety men, for whom he claims jurisdictional immunity. This 
is an obvious abuse of consular privileges. 

The abuse is all the ^eater in that the consul’s duties, apart from the 
supplyii^ of information of a military character, take the form of 
assembling stocks of arms, which constitute a threat to the peace of the 
country, whether from the internal or the international point of viow.^ 

^ Italian Memorandum, League of Nations Official Journal, November 1936, 
pp. 1360-1. 

^ The Emperor Haile Selassie’s attitude in regard to roads running from 
the frontiers was in accordance with traditional Abyssinian policy. When 
General Gordon visited Abyssinia in 1879, for instance, he recorded that his 
party arrived at Debra Tabor on the 27th October, ‘having been taken over 
the worst road in the country (according to the King’s own words). . . , Has 
Aloula had sent me by this road across all the right bank tributaries of the 
Biver Tacazzi, on purpose to prevent my seeing a good road. ’ (Colonel Gordon 
in Central Africa, edited by G. B. Hill, 2nd edition, London, 1884, Thos. de la 
Eue and Co., p. 410.) 

® League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, p. 1601. 
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It was significant that the Itahan Government^ in the chapter of 
their memorandum of the 4th September, 1935, which dealt with 
"acts against the security of the Italian colonies and against the 
Itahans in Ethiopia V should have recorded twenty-four instances 
of "affronts to Itahan diplomatic and consular representatives’ 
between May 1928 and August 1935, and that in many of the cases 
the act complained of consisted in the arrest or robbery of couriers 
carrying mail-bags.^ Such incidents were of frequent occurrence 
during the eight months of 1935 which were covered by the report, 
when the Abyssinians had special reason to fear that the information 
conveyed by the Itahan consuls to the authorities across the frontier 
would be used to the detriment of Abyssinia. Among the more serious 
of the incidents affecting consular or diplomatic officials were an 
armed invasion of the Itahan consulate at Harrar in May 1930, 
and an attack on the Itahan consulate at Gondar in November 
1934.® On both these occasions the Itahan authorities demanded — 
and finahy received — ^reparation which included a salute to the 
Itahan flag. 

The Itahan indictment of Abyssinia on the score that she was a 
standing menace to the security of the Itahan colonies included the 
accusation that the Ethiopian Government had attempted "to commit 
acts of aggression against the Itahan colonies while Italy was engaged 
in the Libyan and European wars’. These acts could not be placed 
to the discredit of the Emperor Haile Selassie (who was in fact hold- 
ing prisoner his predecessor, Lij Yasu, who had been in power during 
the first years of the European War when the safety of Eritrea and 
Somaha had been threatened). It has been seen, however, that Italy 
was concerned to prove that the changes introduced by the reigning 
Emperor had increased rather than diminished the dangers to which 
Abyssinia’s neighbours were exposed, and accordingly the Italian 
Government, in their fists of ‘acts committed against Itahan fives, 
property and interests and of ‘raids, attacks and frontier incidents 
confined themselves to the period since Abyssinia’s admission to the 
League in 1923, with special emphasis on the later years. Thus, out of 
fifteen cases cited of acts against Italian fives or property, four had 
taken place between 1924 and 1932, four in 1933, and the rest between 
January 1934 and August 1935, Similarly, out of fifty-one recorded 
cases of raids and frontier incidents, thirty-five had taken place since 

^ Op cit, pp. 1367-88. 

® Another signidoant incident took place in March 1933, when Abyssioian 
customs official confiscated wireless apparatus found in the baggage of an 
official belonging to the Italian consulate at Gondar. 

* See p. 136, below. 
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Ras Tafari’s coronation as Emperor in 1930.^ The raids reported were 
mostly for the purpose of plunder, but in September 1931 Ethiopian 
forces amounting to about 15,000 men, armed with ten machine guns, 
were said to have assembled in the Ogaden and adopted a threatening 
attitude, and there were also alleged cases of attacks on Italian posts 
prior to the Walwal incident. In May 1934, for instance, there was 
said to have been fourteen hours’ fighting when Ethiopians attacked 
the Italian post at Barrei, and between March and August 1934 the 
Somaliland authorities reported that they were obliged to strengthen 
their defences in the Walwal-Wardair sector to meet threatened 
attacks from bands of Ethiopian irregular troops under the leadership 
of Omar Samantar, an exiled Italian subject who was accused of 
having murdered an Italian officer. 

The Italian Government interpreted these incidents as ‘armed 
attempts made by Ethiopian chiefs to establish a favourable de facto 
situation on the frontier’ — ^the implication being that such attempts 
were made with the knowledge and consent, if not at the direct insti- 
gation, of the Government at Addis Ababa. ^ It was no excuse, in the 
Italian view, that large sectors of the frontiers between Abyssinia 
and the Italian colonies had never been delimited on the ground — 
though they had been defined on paper as far back as 1902 in respect 
of Eritrea and 1 908 in respect of Somalia® — so that there were stretches 

^ Nine of the frontier incidents included in this total were reported to have 
taken place between the Walwal incident of the 5th December, 1934, and the 
end of May 1935, when the situation on the borders of the Italian colonies 
was abnormal. These incidents were dismissed as of little account by the 
international commission which investigated the Walwal incident — see p. 170, 
below. 

® The Italians would presumably argue that if the local chiefs were acting 
independently of Addis Ababa, that merely strengthened their case against 
Abyssima, since it was proof that the Central Government were not in effective 
control of the whole of the territones included in the Ethiopian Empire, 

On the question of the authority of the Central Government over the 
‘colonies’, Monsieur Marcel Giiaule, in his comments on the Itahan memoran- 
dum, pointed out that, even if the view was accepted that Ethiopia formed * a 
nucleus of conquerors living in the midst of conquered tribes, who have been, 
to put it shortly, “ colonized ” by them, the international obligations concerning 
the exercise of effective authority over the border districts must surely be 
viewed with the same tolerance as is extended to European Powers in the 
discharge of the same duty on the borders of their unpaoified or semi-pacified 
colonies 

It may be noted in this connexion that the responsibility for raids across 
the frontiers of Abyssinia did not invariably rest upon the Abyssinians. The 
authorities in the adjoining European possessions also failed on occasion to 
prevent the inhabitants of regions which were nominally under their control 
from crossing the artificial border-line for unlawful purposes. This was an aspect 
of the nuisance which received httle publicity in the European ‘mother countries’ 
of the territories concerned. » See also p. 134, below. 
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of debatable ground in which frontier incidents might have been 
expected to occur even if there had been no real intention on the part 
of either Italy or Abyssinia to encroach on the other's preserves* 
The Italian Government accused the Abyssinian Government of de- 
liberately adopting a 'dilatory attitude’ in regard to the delimitation 
of frontiers in order to further their designs upon Itahan territory. 

For some four years after the signature of the conventions of the 
2nd August, 1928, Italy seems to have hoped that the difficulties 
which were being encountered in giving effect to the provisions for 
the development of trade with Abyssinia would gradually disappear, 
and the official attitude on both sides was that the relations between 
the two countries were normal and friendly. In the early months of 
1932 the Emperor Hade Selassie’s eldest son, who was then aged 16, 
was sent on a visit to Western Europe, and his itinerary included 
Rome as well as Paris and London. When King Victor Emmanuel 
visited Eritrea in September 1932, however, it was noticeable that 
an Italian journal devoted to colonial affairs, the Azione Coloniale^ 
in commenting on the royal tour, pointed out that Italy was as well 
placed in respect of Abyssinia as France had been in respect of Tunisia 
and Morocco ; and references in the Itahan press to the need for a 
radical change in the relationship of Italy to Abyssinia became more 
frequent and more expHcit with the passage of time. The anti-Itahan 
influence which was supposed to be exercised over Abyssinia by 
France was the subject of bitter comment, as were the reports that 
Japan was obtaining economic advantages of which Italy was de- 
prived.^ The fact that Italo-Abyssinian relations had become seriously 
strained by the end of September 1934 was indicated by the issue of 
the joint Italo-Abyssinian communique of the 29th September, in 
which both Governments reaffirmed their intention of maintaining 
peaceful and friendly relations. ^ Little more than two months after 
this declaration an incident occurred which gave Italy a pretext for 
asserting that the time had come when she must impose a comprehen- 
sive settlement of aU outstanding issues upon Abyssinia — ^tf necessary, 
by force of arms. 

(iv) The Walwal Incident and Attempts at Peaeelul Settlement 

(a) The Waewal Inoideht of the 5th December, 1934 

Walwal, the scene of the fighting between Italian and Abyssinian 
forces on the 5th December, 1934, was situated in a region — ^part 
sandy desert, part grazing-ground — ^in which scattered wells were by 
^ See p. 28, above. ^ See pp. 27-8, above. 
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custom open to the use of all the nomadic tribes which ranged over 
the country, irrespective of their aUegianoe. In this barren and in- 
hospitable country, the boundary between Abysshiia and Itahan 
Somabland had never been demarcated on the ground. The frontier 
had indeed been fixed on paper by a treaty signed on the 16th May, 
1908,^ and demarcation by an Italo-Ethiopian Commission had begun 
in 1910. After about fom months, however, when the Commission 
had marked out a small sector of the frontier in the neighbourhood of 
Dolo, its work had been suspended (according to the Italians, because 
of difficulties raised by the Abyssinian Government) and it had not 
since been resumed. The Abyssinians claimed that Walwal lay about 
sixty miles on the Abyssinian side of the frontier fixed by the 1908 
treaty, and they supported their claim by reference to British and 
Italian official maps ; but tins contention was disputed by the Italians, 
who maintained that the correct interpretation of the treaty placed 
the wells on the Italian side of the frontier line.^ 

The area had been under Italian control since 1928, and had been 
permanently occupied since 1930. There was an Itahan fortified post 
at Walwal, but this was subordinate to a larger post at Wardair, 
about eight mhes to the south-east. The Itahan occupation had 
'not been officiaUy recognized by the Ethiopian Government’, but 
it 'never gave rise to any official protest from that Government 
until the Walwal incident’.® The occupation 'had given the Itahan 

^ Text in Hertslet: Map of Africa hy Treaty (3rd edition, London, 1909, 
H.M, Stationery Of&ce), volume iu, pp. *1223-4. 

^ Article 4 of the treaty ran as follows : 

‘Prom the Webi Scebeh the frontier proceeds in a north-easterly direction, 
following the hue accepted by the Itahan Government in 1897 ; all the terri- 
tory belongmg to the tribes towards the coast shah remain dependent on 
Italy; all the territory of Ogadeii and all that of the tribes towards the 
Ogaden shah remain dependent on Abyssinia.’ 

The line ‘accepted by the Itahan Government in 1897’ ran ‘at a distance 
of 180 miles parallel to the coast of the Indian Ocean’, and the Abyssinian 
Government based their claim to the ownership of Walwal on the fact that 
the maps showed the wells to be situated at a distance of 240 miles from the 
coast (see the Abyssiman memorandum sent to the Secretary- General of the 
Lea^e on the 15th January, 1935, and printed on pp. 253-8 of the Teague of 
Nations Official J ournal, February 1935). The Itahan contention was that the 
territory in which the wells were situated formed part of the former Sultanate 
of Obbia and therefore belonged to Italy in virtue of the clause which pro- 
vided that ‘the territory belon^g to the tribes towards the coast’ should 
‘remain dependent on Italy’. This was the explanation given in the Itahan 
press ; but, since the Itahan Government refused to ahow the interpretation 
of the 1908 treaty to be the subject of arbitration, their claim to the possession 
of Walwal was not officiahy stated in detail, 

® Decision of the Italo-Ethiopian Commission of Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion, dated the 3rd September, 1935 {League of Nations Official Journal, 
November 1935, pp. 1351-6). 
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authorities the conviction that the Walwal area was under Italian 
authority and was recognized by Ethiopia and the United Kingdom ’ ; 
but, 'on the other hand, the Ethiopian authorities were convinced 
that the area formed part of their national territory. . . . Mutual 
suspicion and animosity had developed between the Italian and 
Ethiopian authorities. The Italian authorities became convinced that 
the Ethiopians had hostile intentions, and the Ethiopian authorities 
had the same conviction about the Italians.’^ This 'atmosphere of 
suspicion and apprehension * formed the background to the incident 
of the 5th December, 1934. 

On the 22nd November, 1934, a force of about 600 Abyssinians 
arrived at Walwal, which they found occupied by about 150 Italian 
native soldiers. The latter contested the Abyssinians’ right to advance 
to the wells, but they were obliged by superior numbers to fall back, 
leaving the Abyssinians in possession of a small group of wells. The 
Abyssinian force formed the escort to an Anglo -Ethiopian Commis- 
sion which had recently completed the demarcation of the frontier 
between Abyssinia and British Somaliland and which was now engaged 
in a survey of grazing-grounds in the Ogaden. This Commission, 
which was under the leadership, on the British side, of Lieut. -Colonel 
ClifiEord, arrived at Walwal on the 23rd November. The members of 
the Commission subsequently placed it on record^ that they had been 
'constantly thwarted’ in their efforts 'to arrive at an equitable 
solution ... by the unconciliatory and disobliging attitude of the 
Italian officer’ in charge of the posts at Wardair and Walwal. On 
the 24th November, after a demonstration by two Itahan aeroplanes 
which was considered to be provocative, Colonel Clifford decided to 
withdraw to Ado, about twenty miles from Walwal, 'in order not to 
complicate the situation for the Ethiopian authorities and to guard 
against any regrettable international incident’,^ and the British and 
Ethiopian members of the Commission withdrew from Walwal on 
the following day. 

'For ten days after the Commission’s departure, the Ethiopian and 
Italian troops remained in their positions facing each other at a dis- 
tance which in places was no more than two metres, their loaded 
rifles in their hands, challenging, insiilting and provoking each other.’* 
During this period both sides received reinforcements — ^the Abyssi- 
nians attaining a total strength of between 1,400 and 1,600 men and 

^ Log. eit. 

® In a report dated the 30th November, 1934, printed in League of Nations 
Official Journal, February 1935, pp. 263-6. 

* Decision of the Italo-Ethiopian Commission of Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion. ^ Log, dt* 
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the Italian native troops about 500 men — ^but the Italian authorities 
took such precautions as were possible to prevent an incident. 

On the afternoon of the 5th December general fighting began. 
Either side accused the other of firing the fii’st shot, and the Arbitra- 
tion and Conciliation Commission which subsequently inquii’ed into 
the dispute^ professed itself unable to decide where the responsibility 
lay. Two tanks and three aeroplanes were brought up from Wardair, 
and early on the 6th December the Abyssinians retreated in the direc- 
tion of Ado, leaving behind them 130 dead and a large number of 
wounded. The losses among the Italian native troops were 30 dead 
and 100 wounded. 

This incident did not differ greatly from previous clashes on the 
frontiers between Abyssinia and Eritrea or Italian Somaliland^ except 
in the larger size of the forces engaged and in the higher number of 
casualties. As soon as the news of the affair reached the Italian 
Government, they instructed their cliargi d'affaires in Addis Ababa 
to present a protest and demand apologies and compensation. The 
Italian demands, which were formulated in detail on the 11th 
December, 2 were that a formal apology should be made to the Italian 
commander at Walwal, and the Italian flag saluted ; that a sum of 
200,000 Maria Theresa thalers should be paid in compensation for 
the Italian losses and the damage to fortified posts ; that the persons 
responsible for the attack should be punished; and that Omar 
Samantar^ should be surrendered to the Italian authorities. 

A few weeks earlier the Abyssinian Government had complied 
without demur with a similar Italian demand for a formal apology 
and reparation which had been made in connexion with an incident at 
Gondar, where the Italian consulate had been attacked on the night 
of the 4th November and one of the Askari guard had been killed 
and two wounded.® In regard to the Walwal incident, however, the 
Abyssinian Government were not prepared to take the blame. On 
the 6th December, before the news of the fighting reached Addis 
Ababa, the Abyssinian Government had registered a protest of their 
own® 

against the occupation, by armed troops under the command of Italian 

officers, of various portions of Abyssinian territory, and, in particular, 

the places known as Walwal and Wardair in the Ogaden province, as 

^ See p. 170, below. ® See pp, 131-2, above. 

® Text of the note in League of Nations Official Jov/rnalf February 1935, 
pp. 272-3. 

* See p. 132, above. « See also p. 131, above. 

* Text of the note in League of Nations Offiddl Jov/rnal, February 1935, 
p. 270. 
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well as against the obstacles which the said Italian forces have placed in 

the way of the survey of the Ogaden pasture-lands, in Abyssinian 

territory, by the Anglo- Abyssinian Mixed Commission. 

On the 9th December, in reply to the Italian protest, they gave their 
own version^ of the Walwal affair (according to which the Abyssinian 
forces had remained entirely on the defensive) and invoked Article 5 
of the Jtalo-Ethiopian treaty of friendship of the 2nd August, 1928, 
by which the two Governments had agreed Ho submit to a procedure 
of conciliation and arbitration any question which’ might Hrise 
between them and which it’ had ‘not been possible to settle by the 
usual diplomatic means, without having recourse to force of arms’. 

The Italian reply to this proposal for arbitration was delivered on 
the 14th December.^ In the Italian Government’s opinion, the Walwal 
incident had ‘occurred in circumstances so definite and clear that 
there ’ could ' be no doubt as to its nature ’ ; they did not ‘ see how the 
settlement of an incident of that kind ’ could ‘ be submitted to arbitra- 
tion procedure ' , and they therefore renewed their demands for repara- 
tion and apologies. Thereupon, the Abyssinian Government sent a 
telegram to Geneva,^ in which they reported the fighting at Walwal 
on the 5th December, declared that Italian aeroplanes had since 
dropped bombs on Ado and Gerlogubi, and, ‘in the presence of Italian 
aggression’, drew ‘the Council’s attention to the gravity of the situa- 
tion’. The Itahan Government promptly followed suit by communi- 
cating their own version of the affair to the League Secretariat on 
the 10th December,^ and during the next fortnight a series of notes 
and telegrams were interchanged between Addis Ababa and Rome 
or despatched to Geneva. In this correspondence,® more detailed 
accounts of the Walwal incident were given by both parties, and the 
Italians denied the Abyssinian accusations of subsequent acts of 
aggression and made counter-charges against the Abyssinians. The 
Italian Government continued to reject the Abyssinian proposal for 
arbitration and to insist upon the fulfilment of their demands — ^which 
would, they suggested, ‘render possible the resumption of the work 
of delimitation of the frontier between Somaliland and Ethiopia’.® 
The Abyssinian Government, for their part, made a solemn declara- 
tion that they were prepared to satisfy the Italian demands if, as 
the result of arbitration, they were proved to be responsible for the 

^ Op. p. 272. ^ Op. cit, pp. 273-4. 

® Op. cit»^ p. 274. ■* Op. pp, 248-9. 

* Texts in op. cti., pp. 249-51 ; League of Nations OfficicHJournal^ June 1936, 
pp. 724-7. 

® Italian note of the 28th December, 1934, to Ethiopia {League of Nations 
Official Journal, June 1936, pp. 726-7). 
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incident of the 5th December, but they refused to agree 'that the 
satisfaction demanded should be given prior to an inquiry estabhsliing 
respective responsibilities'.^ 

(6) The First Abyssinian Appeal fob the Intervention of the 
League Council and the Italo-Abyssinian Negotiations at 
Addis Ababa (January-Mabch 1935) 

Up to the end of December 1934 the Abyssinian Government had 
refrained from asking that the Council of the League of Nations should 
take any action in connexion with the dispute. They had, in fact, 
appeared to be relying upon the effects of the publicity which they 
were able to obtain by using the League of Nations channels — a 
method which had already served them well in the past.^ The Italian 
Government's refusal to submit the dispute to arbitration, combined 
with the persisting tension in the Ogaden, convinced them that 
something more than mere pubheity was needed, and on the 3rd 
January, 1935, they sent a telegram to Geneva in which they reported 
that Itahan troops which were 'massed before Gerlogubi' had 'com- 
mitted aggression there against the Ethiopian garrison on the 28th 
December', and asked 'in application of j^ticle 11 of the Covenant 
that every measure effectually to safeguard peace be taken 

This communication arrived at Geneva on the very day on which 
the French Foreign Minister set out for the visit to Rome which cul- 
minated in the signature of the Franco -Italian agreements of the 
7th January, 1935.^ Whatever Signor Mussolini and Monsieur Laval 
may have said, or refrained from saying, to one another on the subject 
of Abyssinia, it was certain that Monsieur Laval arrived at Geneva 
for the opening of the eighty-fourth session of the League Council on 
the 11th January with a strong disinclination to take any step which 
might give offence to Italy. Acquiescence in the discussion of Abys- 
sinia's request by the Council would have been a cause of offence, 
since the Italians were taking the line that the Council had no juris- 
diction in the dispute (although they had appeared to recognize that 
the League had an interest in the case when they communicated their 
version of events in the Ogaden to Geneva in December). Monsieur 
Laval was therefore extremely anxious to keep the matter out of court, 
and he was assisted in his efforts to this end by the British delegate, 

^ Abyssinian telegram of the 31st December, 1934, to the Secretary- General 
of the League [League of Nations Official Journal, June 1935, p. 727). 

® See the Survey for 1929, Part III, section (ii). 

® League of Nations OjJUdal Journal, February 1935, p. 252; June 1935, pp. 
727-8. * See the Survey for 1936, voL i, Part I, section (v). 
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Mr. Eden. As a result of their combined influence the Abyssinian 
representative, Monsieur Tecle Hawariate, the Abyssinian Minister 
in Pai'is, agreed to the omission of the It alo -Abyssinian dispute from 
the agenda which were adopted by the Council at its first meeting 
on the 11 til January During the next few days Monsieur Laval and 
Mr. Eden were actively engaged in negotiations with the Abyssinian 
and the Italian delegates with the object of reaching an agreement 
on a ])rocedure for peaceful settlement which would obviate the neces- 
sity of action by the Council. Both parties were finally induced to 
agree that they should seek for a settlement of their differences by 
direct negotiations. On the 15th January Monsieur Tecle Hawariate 
handed in a inoinorandum^ in which the Abyssinian case was set out 
in full, with the request that it should be brought to the Council's 
attention in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 1 1 of the Covenant, 
and that the question should be placed on the agenda of the Council 
during its present session- On the 19th January, however, when the 
Council reached this item, which had been placed on its agenda two 
days earlier, the Secretary-General of the League was able to announce 
that ho had that day received letters^ from Baron Aloisi and Monsieur 
Tecle Hawariate announcing the readiness of their respective Govern- 
ments to pui‘sue direct negotiations. 

Baron Aloisi’s note declared that the Italian Government were 
prepared 'to seek in conjunction with the Abyssinian Government for 
a satisfactory solution of the question’ — ^which they did not ‘regard 
as likely to affect the peaceful relations between the two countries’ — 
and expressed the opinion that ‘the discussion of the Abyssinian 
request would not facilitate in any way the continuance of the direct 
negotiations with a view to an understanding’. He added that 

tho settlement of the incident might be advantageously pursued in 
accordance with Article 5 of the Treaty of 1928 between Italy and 
Abyssinia, it bomg understood that, m the interval, all expedient 
measures will be taken and all useful instructions will be confirmed or 
given for tho avoidance of fresh incidents. 

Monsieur Teclo Hawariate’s note announced that 

the Abyssinian Government, finding that the Italian Government, like 
itself, is desirous of conciliation and is prepared to pursue the settle- 
ment of the question which formed the subject of its request, in accor- 
dance with the spirit of the Treaty of Amity of the 2nd August, 1928, 
and with Article 5 of the said treaty, finding further that the Italian 
Government is prepared to take aU expedient measures and to confirm or 
give all useful instructions for the avoidance of fresh incidents, agrees 

^ Text in League of Nations Official Journal, February 1935, pp. 253-74. 

^ Texts in op. (dt, pp. 162-3. 
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to the postponement of the discussion of its request to the next session 
of the Council. The Abyssinian Government, like the Itahan (Govern- 
ment, pledges itself to take all expedient measures and to confirm or 
give aU useful instructions for the avoidance of fresh incidents. 

The Council took note of these declarations and postponed its dis- 
cussion of the Abyssinian request to its next session 
At first sight, this agreement appeared to be the result of conces- 
sions by both sides. The Abyssinians had refrained from insisting 
that the Council must deal with the dispute ; wiiile the Italians now 
appeared to admit the Abyssinian thesis, which they had previously 
rejected, that the procedure of conciliation and arbitration for which 
the 1928 treaty provided was applicable to the dispute. The Italian 
Government’s show of abandoning their original standpoint proved, 
however, to be illusory. Count Vinci, the Italian Minister in Abyssinia, 
returned to Addis Ababa at the beginning of February in order to 
conduct the negotiations with the Abyssinian Government, but his 
instructions precluded any 3 delding to the Abyssinian desire that the 
whole question of the frontier between Abyssinia and Italian Somali- 
land should be settled. In the Abyssinian view, resj)onsibiIity for 
the Walwal incident depended upon the ownership of the district in 
which the wells were situated ; if, as they maintained, the Italians 
were encroaching upon Abyssinian territory, the Abyssinians could 
not be accused of aggression even if they were proved to have fired the 
first shot. The Abyssinians therefore considered that the interpreta- 
tion of the 1908 treaty defining the frontier was the first essential, 
and they were willing to submit this question to arbitration. The 
Italians, on the other hand, stiU maintained that the Walwal incident 
was a clear case of Abyssinian aggression, and they refused to con- 
sider questions relating to the definition of the frontier until the 
Abyssinian Government had made the reparation which Italy had 
demanded in December 1934. The Abyssinian Government refused 
to give away their whole case by meeting this demand, and the 
negotiations therefore soon reached a deadlock. 

The conversations at Addis Ababa did, however, produce one useful 
result in the shape of a neutral zone between the ItaUan and Abyssi- 
nian forces in the Ogaden. At the end of January there had been 
further fighting, in which several men on both sides were killed and 
wounded,^ and one of Count Vinci^s first proposals on his return to 
Addis Ababa was for the creation of a neutral zone which would 
prevent future clashes. 

^ The Italians accused the Abyssinians of attacking an Italian post at Aidub, 
while the Abyssinians declared that the Italians had attacked their post at 
Gerlogubi. 
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By the third week of February agreement had been reached on the 
principle that representatives of the two parties should mark out a 
neutral zone^ but there were still some practical difficulties to be over- 
come. The Abyssinian Government wished to include in their delega- 
tion one Belgian and one Swedish officer (members respectively of 
missions which had been engaged for some time past in helping to 
train the Abyssinian army),^ but the presence of these foreign officers 
was unacceptable to Italy. This obstacle was removed by the action 
of the Belgian and Swedish Governments, who forbade their nationals 
to take part in the delimitation of the neutral zone, whereupon the 
Abyssinian Government appointed nationals of their own. Another 
difficulty arose over the question of permitting the tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood to have access to the weUs in the neutral zone, but a satis- 
factory arrangement was finally devised. A proces^verbal fixing the 
conditions for the estabhshment of the zone was signed on the 13th 
March, and demarcation on the ground took place at the end of March. 
The zone was only six kilometres deep, and it extended roughly along 
the front of the positions held by the Italian forces in the quadri- 
lateral Gerlogubi-Ado-Walwal-Afdub, leaving all the posts which 
had been occupied by the Italians in their possession. 

Meanwhile, the Abyssinians had been finding increasing cause for 
anxiety in the accumulation of signs that Italy was contemplating 
the use of force on a large scale. The Abyssinians subsequently 
alleged^ that Italian military preparations in East Africa had begun 
before September 1934, and the presence of the tanks and aeroplanes 
which were used at Walwal on the 5th December certainly appeared 
to be evidence of a ^ forward policy ’ . After the signature of the lYanco- 
Italian agreements of the 7th January, 1935, however, the Italian 
preparations assumed a more serious aspect. The outcome of the 
Laval-Mussohni conversations was regarded with some apprehension 
in Addis Ababa ; for, even if the reports of an understanding which left 
Italy a free hand in Abyssinia were discounted, the Rome agreements, 
according to their published terms, gave Italy rights in the railway 
from Djibouti to Addis Ababa which she had not possessed hitherto, 
and this arrangement was not hkely to commend itself to Abyssinian 
opinion in the existing circumstances. Three days after the signature 
of the Rome agreements, on the 10th January, came the announce- 
ment that General de Bono — an eminent Italian soldier who was also 

^ See p. 121, above. 

^ See, for example, the telegram from the Emperor to the Secretary- G-eneral 
of the League dated the 20th May, 1935 {League of Nations OffmoU Jou/irnc^, 
June 1936, p. 721). 
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one of the heroes of the Fascist March on Kome of October 1922 — had 
been appointed High Commissioner for Eritrea and Somaliland. Simul- 
taneously with this appointment, the Abyssinian charge d'affaires in 
Rome, Monsieur J4sus Afework, was received in audience by the 
King of Italy and by Signor Mussolini, both of whom gave him 
assurances that Italy’s intentions were peaceful; but the effect of 
these assurances was counteracted by the comments of the Italian 
press — ^which accused Abyssinia of massing troops in preparation for 
an attack on the Itahan colonies and which was already beginning 
to talk of the necessity for a thorough reorganization of Abyssinia 
by European hands^ — and still more by the despatch of Italian 
military forces to East Africa. 

Between the 5th and the 11th February the Itahan Government 
called up the reserves which were required to place two divisions of 
infantry (the Peloritana and Gavinana divisions) on a war footing. 
By the middle of February some 70,000 Fascists were said to have 
volunteered for service in Eritrea or Somahland; one battalion of 
Blackshirt militia left on the 10th February for the East African 
colonies, and two more embarked on the 18th Fobruary. The fii'st 
detachments of regular troops left Italy on the 23rd February. On 
the 16th February the Fascist Grand Council passed a resolution 
approving the mihtary measures which had already been taken or 
which might be necessary in future in order to guarantee the security 
and peace of the East African colonies, and the Supreme Defence 
Committee issued a statement about a week later declaring that the 
national resources were ready for a state of war. 

This was the background against which the Italo -Abyssinian nego- 
tiations for a settlement were taking place in Addis Ababa., The 
Abyssinian Government held that the exchange of notes at Geneva 
on the 19th January, 1935, constituted an agreement to apply the 
procedure laid down in Article 5 of the Italo-Abyssinian Treaty of 
1 928, and during February they repeatedly suggested the constitution 
of a Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration. This suggestion 
elicited no reply from the Italian Government.^ On the 8th March 
the Abyssinian Government pointed out that 'the diplomatic negotia- 

^ The Italian press did not fail to make the moat of an incident which 
ocenrred on the borders of French Somaliland on the 18th January, 1935, when 
a party of Danakil crossed the frontier, massacred 88 Somaiis in French 
territory, and killed a party of militia, led by a French official, which tried to 
cut off their retreat. 

^ The notes exchanged between Count Yinoi and the Abyssinian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in February and March are printed on pp. 731-46 of the 
League of Nations Official Jomnal, June 1936. 
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tions , . . concerning the question of responsibility’ had ‘shown the 
complete divergency of views ’ of the Abyssinian and Italian Govern- 
ments ‘and the impossibility of arriving at a solution by ordinary 
diplomatic methods’. They also drew attention to ‘the despatch of 
troops and armaments to Eritrea and SomaUland’, which, in then- 
opinion, made ‘the initiation of an arbitration procedure even more 
urgent’. The Italian Government replied on the 18th March that, 
according to their reading, the 1928 treaty provided for resort to the 
procedure of arbitration and conciliation only when ordinary diplo- 
matic methods were exhausted, and that in their opinion direct 
negotiations by ordinary diplomatic methods could not be said to be 
exhausted. The Italians’ refusal to agree to arbitration and their in- 
sistence upon continuing direct negotiations were regarded by the 
Abyssinians as a method of gaining time for the completion of their 
military preparations, and before the receipt of Count Vinci’s note 
of the 1 8th March the Abyssinian Government had already decided to 
make another appeal to the League of Nations. 

(c) The Second Abyssinian Appeal to the Coitncil, and the 
Appointment of a Commission of Conciliation and Ahbiteation 
(March-May 1935) 

On the 16th March, 1935, the Abyssinian Government informed 
the Secretary-General of the League by telegram that they were about 
to submit a formal request for the examination by the Coimcil of 
their dispute with Italy, and on the following day Monsieur Tecle 
Hawariate presented the request in due form.^ The Abyssinian 
Government now appealed for the Council’s intervention in accor- 
dance with Article 15 of the Covenant. They informed the Secretary- 
General that, ‘in consequence of the mobilization ordered by the 
Royal Italian Government and of the continual despatch of troops 
and war material to the Italo-Ethiopian frontier', there now existed 
‘a dispute likely to lead to a rupture’. Italy’s military preparations, 
they declared, constituted a threat to Abyssinian independence, and 
they appealed to the guarantee of the territorial integrity and political 
independence of the members of the League which was given in 
Article 10 of the Covenant, They asked that the dispute should be 
laid before the Council, for ‘full investigation and consideration, as 
provided in Article 15, pending the arbitration contemplated by the 
Treaty of 1928 and the Geneva Agreement of the 19th January, 1935 
and they gave a solemn undertaking ‘to accept any arbitral award 

^ Text of his note in League of Nations Official Journal, May 1936, p. 672. 
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immediately and unreservedly, and to act in accordance with the 
counsels and decisions of the League of Nations 

This Abyssinian note arrived at Geneva the day after the German 
Government had issued a proclamation announcing the reintroduction 
of conscription,^ and, in the throes of the crisis which was created by 
this unilateral repudiation of treaty obligations, the French Govern- 
ment were more anxious than ever to refrain from any action which 
might weaken the newly forged bonds between France and Italy. As 
the Italo-Abyssinian dispute had developed, a good deal of sympathy 
with Italy^s case had been revealed in France. Comment in the press 
recalled the fact that France, also, had found Abyssinia a bad neigh- 
bour, and there was a disposition to interpret the Italian military 
preparations in the charitable sense that Signor Mussolini was merely 
applying Marshal Lyautey’s maxim: ‘Montrer sa force pour no pas 
avoir besoin de s’en servir’. Nevertheless, the French Government 
could not fail to feel uneasy in regard to Signor Mussolini’s inten- 
tions, and their uneasiness was increased by the fear that the British 
Government, under the pressure of British public opinion, might 
desire to take a line which would not be in harmony with French 
policy. 

At a later stage, when the British Government had to answer in 
Parliament to the charge of neglecting to act with sufficient energy 
at the beginning of the dispute, they were concerned to prove that 
they had, in fact, done all that lay in their power from the outset to 
promote a peaceful settlement. 

Since the very moment when this controversy started [the British 
Foreign Secretary of the day. Sir Samuel Hoare, told the House of 
Commons at Westminster on the 22nd October, 1935] there has not been* 
a week — ^there has scarcely been a day — ^when we have not made our 
position as clear as crystal to the Italian Government.^ 

From the beginning of this dispute [said Mr. Eden in the same place 
on the following day] His Majesty’s Government had used all their in- 
fluence, and used it without respite, to bring about a settlement which 
might be acceptable to both parties and consistent with the Covenant 
of the League of Nations. 

^ See the Survey for 1935, vol. i, pp. 141 seqq. 

“ On the same occasion. Sir Samuel Hoare told the House that on the 29th 
January, 1935, the Italian Government had communicated the substance of 
the Franco-Italian agreements of the 7th January, 1935, to the British 
Government and had ‘intimated that they would be glad to exchange views 
with the United Kingdom concerning the mutual and harmonious development 
of British and Italian interests in Abyssinia’. It was in response to this invita- 
tion that the MafPey Committee was set up ‘to review the whole field of Anglo- 
Abyssinian relations and British interests in that country ’. See pp. 42-4, above, 
for the Italian disclosure of the contents of the Mafley Committee’s report. 
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During January and February 1935 the British Government made 
repeated representations in both Rome and Addis Ababa, urging that 
the negotiations for a settlement should be pushed forward, and in 
February the British Ambassador in Rome, Sir Eric Drummond, 
warned Signor Mussolini himself ‘of the possible reactions of Italian 
policy on British public opinion and on Anglo-Itahan relations The 
British Government, however, appeared to accept as satisfactory the 
assurances which they received that Italy’s mihtary measures were 
purely precautionary.*^ On the 13th February, for instance. Sir John 
Simon told the House of Commons that in the Government’s opinion 
there were no indications that Italy’s military preparations were 
aggressive in character, and that the partial mobjlization of two 
Italian divisions did not imply the abandonment of direct negotiations 
between Italy and Abyssinia. 

After the despatch of Italian troops to Africa had actually begun, 
British public opinion, which had at first been disposed to make 
allowances for Italy, began to shows signs of a rapid diminution of 
sympathy with the Itahan case ; but for some weeks the policy of the 
British Government, like that of the French Government, continued 
to be determined by the belief that Italy’s co-operation in the settle- 
ment of European affaire was of greater immediate importance than 
her intentions in East Africa. With these considerations in mind, 
neither France nor Great Britain was any readier in March than in 
January 1936 to accede to the Abyssinian request for a discussion of 
the dispute by the Council, and in London, as well as in Paris, there 
was a feeling of relief when it became known that the Italian Govern- 
ment had responded to the Abyssinian appeal under Article 15 of 
the Covenant in a maimer which appeared to offer a way out of the 
dilemma. 

In a note, dated the 22nd March, 1935, to the Secretary-General 
of the League, the Italian Government declared that the new Abys- 
sinian appeal w'as ‘based upon unfounded or incorrect premisses. It' 
was ‘not time that Italy’ had ‘mobilized a class. The despatch of 
Tfai.]lifl.n troops to the East African colonies’ was ‘dictated by the 
clear necessity of providing for the safety of those colonies, which 
hecesdty’ had ‘been enhanced by the military measures taken 
tm a very much larger scale by Ethiopia and by the abnormal 
situation still existing on the fifontiera ’. The Italian note went on 
to deny the contention that the Abyssinian Government had ‘vainly 

» Mr. Eden in the House of Commons on the 23rd October, 1936. 

» Another assurance that Italy had no aggressive intentions was also given 
to Monsieur Jfisus Afework by Signor Suvich in the middle of February. 
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demanded arlDitration', but in its final paragraph it stimck a more 
conciliatory note : 

The Italian Government, although not considering, for its part, the 
phase of direct negotiations to be at an end . . . declares, nevertheless, 
that it has not, and has never had, any intention of evading the procedure 
laid down in Article 5 of the Treaty of 1928. In conformity with tlie 
provisions of this article, the Italian Government is, on its side, prepared, 
if the phase of direct negotiations closes without an agreement being 
reached, and if the Ethiopian Government does the same, to take steps 
forthwith with a view to the constitution of the commission provided 
for. In such circumstances, the Italian Government points out that, 
the dispute in question being one which the two Governments agreed 
by the exchange of notes of the 19th January last to submit to the 
procedure laid down in Article 5 of the Treaty of 1928, Article 15 of the 
Covenant cannot be applicable in this particular case. 

The declaration that the Italian Government were now prepared 
to envisage the possibility of the settlement of the dispute by arbitra- 
tion might be welcomed in Paris and in London, but in Addis Ababa 
it was received with greater reserve. On the 29th March, in a long 
note to the Secretary-General of the League/ the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment pointed out that the elaboration of the procedure for arbitration 
might be 

the occasion of fresh delays in the pacific settlement of a very simple 
dispute. These delays must not be utilized for the continuation of 
military preparations and of despatches of troops and war munitions, 
as has been the case hitherto. Otherwise, once these preparations had 
been completed, nothing would he easier than to create incidents and, 
with the help of a press campaign, to find pretexts for an aggression. 
Ethiopia possesses no military force comparable with that of her power^ 
ful neighbom. She has no newspapers, no means of propaganda to 
influence public opinion and to present all the circumstances, whatever 
they may be, m a hght favourable^^^^ herself. To defend her rights^ her 
oifiy xenaedy is appeal 1b League of Nations. She caimot therefore 
renoiuiGe this last resort for protecting her independence and the in- 
tegrity of her territory. 

T^ Ethiopian Government suggested, therefore, that a time-lirdit 
of thirty days should be agreed upon for the Italo-Abyssinian negotia- 
tions on the appointment of arbitrators and on the details of arbitral 
procedure. If at the end of that time complete agreement had not 
been reached and the arbitrators were not ready to begin work, the 
Council of the League should be 

invited itself to appoint arbitrators, to fix the procedure, to define the 
questip^ to be settled— and, in particulaXj the question of the Italo- 
Ethiopian frontier in accordance with existing treaties^and j lastly^ as 
^ League of Nations Official Journal, May 1935, pp, 674-6. 
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instruct the arbitrators to pronounce on the respon^ 
sibilities incurred on either side in connexion with the Walwal incident 
and others which have occurred in the fi’ontier area. 

The Ethiopian Government also suggested that 

it should be expressly agreed that, during the whole period of negotiations 
and during the procedure of arbitration, the two Governments under- 
take not to make any military preparations or any concentration of 
troops, and not to take any step which might reasonably be regarded as 
a military preparation. 

Five days later, on the 3rd April, the Ethiopian Government sent 
another communication to the League in which they referred to a 
report in the French press that Egyptian labourers had been engaged 
for the construction of roads between Massawa, in Eritrea, and the 
Abyssinian frontier. Considering that a measure of this kind was ^ of 
a nature to aggravate the existing conflict’, the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment asked that the Council of the League should look into the situa- 
tion during its extraordinary session which was to take place in April 
to consider the question of Germany’s breach of the disarmament 
chapter of the Versailles Treaty. 

This request that the Council should deal with the dispute without 
further delay was made public just a week before the assembly of the 
conference which resulted in the establishment of the ‘ Stresa Front 
The Governments of France and the United Kingdom, on the eve of 
the departure of their delegates for Stresa, were in no mood to put 
difficulties in their own way by supporting either of Abyssinia’s latest 
proposals ; while Signor Mussolini, for his part, was not averse from 
making a conciliatory gesture if he could do so without tying his 
hands. On the 10th April (the day on which Signor Mussolini met 
MM. Flandin and Laval at Stresa), the Secretary-General of the 
League received a communication from the Italian Government 
which made no mention of the Abyssinian proposal for a time-limit 
for the negotiations on arbitration or of the Abyssinian request that 
the Council should consider the dispute at once, but which announced 
that the Italian Government were notifjdng the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment that they were ^prepared to make the necessary arrangements 
with that Qoveriiment regarding the details of the conduct of the 
procedure provided for m the Ti^aty of 1928 ’. The 

Italian Government also pointed out that by an ItaJo-Abyssinian 
exchange of notes of the 3rd-4th August, 1928, it had been agreed 
that, if and when Article 6 of the treaty shoidd become applicable, 
two arbitrators should be appointed by Italy and two by Abyssinia, 

^ S6ei^6 8fwri?ey/oriP54vol.i, Parti, section (yi) (a). 



148 


Sect, iv 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

and if these four should he unable to settle the dispute by consent 
they should choose a fifth arbitrator, who would give a casting vote. 

The Italo -Abyssinian dispute was not officially discussed at Stresa ; 
and though it was subsequently admitted, on the British side,^ that 

^ By Sir Samuel Hoare in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 
22nd October, 1935. On the 1st May, 1935, Sir Samuel Hoare’s predecessor. 
Sir John Simon, had replied to a parliamentary question with the statement 
that ‘the Italo -Ethiopian dispute was never on the agenda of the Stresa 
Conference and the subject was not discussed there’. He added that ‘informal 
conversations took place at Stresa between British and Italian officials on 
matters connected with the watering and grazing rights of nomadic British 
Somali tribes in certain zones outside the boundary of British Somaliland’. 
Sir Samuel Hoare himself had told the House on the 1st August that ‘the 
question of Abyssinia was never discussed between the delegates of the 
three Grovernments at Stresa’. On the 22nd October, however, he said; ‘It 
is not true that this subject [the Abyssinian question] was not mentioned 
[at Stresa], It was not, indeed, formally discussed at the Conference itself — but 
it was discussed between members of the two delegations.’ This statement 
was qualified by Mr. Eden on the following day. He repeated that the Italo- 
Abyssinian dispute had not been on the agenda of the Stresa Conference, 
and declared that, ‘in the fight of the fact that the conference had been 
called to deal solely with the complexities of the European situation, there 
was no reason whatever why it should have been’. He added that after 
agreement had been reached on the questions which were on the agenda, ‘it 
was hardly to be supposed that one of the three Powers who had just declared 
that the object of their joint policy was the collective maintenance of peace 
within the foamework of the League of Nations would take any action in any 
other continent which would jeopardize that framework’ . The following inter- 
change then took place between Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Eden. 

Mr. Lloyd George: ‘Does that mean that there was no discussion between 
our Prime Minister and our Foreign Secretary and Signor Mussolini?’ 

Mr. Eden: ‘No official discussions at aU.’ 

Mr. Lloyd George; ‘Were there any discussions?’ 

Mr. Eden : ‘ Not between the heads of delegations.’ 

The British Government’s failure to secure a thorough discussion of the 
Abyssinian question in aU its aspects at Stresa was a point on which their 
critics felt them to be specially open to blame ; and the Parfiamentafy OpposL 
tion returned to the attack in the spring of 1936, after the pubfioation of a 
report that Signor Mussofini himself would have been prepared to discuss 
Italo -Abyssinian relations at Stresa. Towards the end of a debate on foreign 
affairs in the House of Commons on the 6th April, 1936, Mr. Greenwood, the 
Labour member for Wakefield, asked again for 
‘ an answer to the question whether, in fight of the knowledge which Mr, 
Kamsay MacDonald and Sir John Simon had of the international situation 
when they went to the Stresa Conference and met Signor Mussolini, it was not 
a f^t that they did not raise the Abyssinian question which was so troubling 
Europe. Signor Mussolini had said since— and if it had been wrongly reported 
the House ougixt to be informed ... that he was prepared at the Stresa 
Con^ the question of the rectification of Italy’s position in 

Abyssinia.’ 

This question xeedved no reply from Mr. Nevifie Chamberlain, who wound 
up the debate on behalf of the Government. 

On the 6th May, when, after the departure of the Emperor of Abyssinia from 
Addis Ababa, the British Government were arraigned by the Opposition lor 
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members of the British and Italian delegations had included the 
Abyssinian question in their private discussions j it was evident that 
the subject was only touched on incidentally, and was not examined 
in any detail. In view of the Abyssinian request of the 3rd April, it 
was not possible for the question to be passed over in silence when the 
extraordinary session of the Council opened at Geneva on the 15th 
April. The Council, however, while it included in its agenda one 
question (that of the settlement of the Assyrians from 'Iraq) which was 
extraneous to its main subject of discussion, decided that it was un- 
necessary for it to deal with the Italo -Abyssinian dispute until its 
next ordinary session in May This decision was based on the ground 
that both parties, in their communications to the Secretariat and in 
the declarations which their representatives made before the Council, 2 
had announced their intention of resorting to procedure for peaceful 
settlement. It was in vain that Monsier Tecle Hawariate pleaded 
that Italy should at least be asked to give an assurance that no 
further military preparations would be undertaken pending the results 
of the arbitral procedure. Baron Alois! succeeded in evading a direct 
answer on this point, and the other members of the Council accepted 
the view, which was expressed by Monsieur Laval, that Italy’s under- 
taking to accept the procedure provided for in Article 5 of the 1928 
treaty was a sufficient guarantee that she did not intend to have 
recourse to force,^ A rather half-hearted attempt by Sir John Simon 

their share of the responsibility for the course which events had taken, their 
sin of omission at Stresa was included in the charge. 

‘It has been admitted [said Mr. Attlee] that they [the delegates to the 
Stresa Oonierence] never mentioned Abyssinia throughout the whole course 
of these discussions. That was one of the most criminal blunders in the 
whole course of British diplomacy in these disastrous years, because evidently 
Signor Mussolini was expecting that this subject would be raised. , . . Was 
Signor Mussolini to blame for having assumed that, if this opportunity for 
a straight talk about Abyssinia was let pass, that was as good as a hint that 
the British Government would not take too seriously a subsequent demand 
to do what he wanted to do in Abyssinia ? ’ 

Mr. Eden, in his reply, dealt with this point by referring to the statement 
which he had made on the 23rd October, 1935, 

^ According to press reports, Signor Mussolini had announced at Stresa 
that he would not send a representative to attend the meeting of the Gouncil 
if the dispute with Abyssinia were placed on the agenda. 

* Monsieur Tecle Hawariate in his statement to the Couhcil declared that 
his Government had ‘made many proposals for prompt arbitration . . . both in 
notes addressed directly to the Italian Government and by successive representa- 
tions made bn two separate occasions, to two friendly Powers which had seats 
on the Gouncil and which had agreed or even offered to lend their good bf&ces. 
^ese efforts at a friendly arrangement had not proved successful The 
identity of the two Powera in question 

* Article 5 bound the parties to adopt the procedure of eohciliation and 

arbxtrat^n ‘without to force of arms*. (See p^ 137> abbvej 
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to secure an agreement that the arbitrators should be appointed and 
their terms of reference fixed before the Council met for its ordinary 
session on the 20th May also failed to produce anything in the nature 
of a definite promise from the Italian representative. Thus Italy 
remained free, at any rate for another five weeks, to pursue her tactics 
of diplomatic delays accompanied by mihtary preparations. 

On the 14th April the Italian Government had duly notified the 
Abyssinian Government that they were prepared to make the neces- 
sary arrangements for the establishment of a Commission of Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration, but in their note^ they declared that ‘the 
precise point at issue ’ which had to be 

settled by arbitration was the question of responsibility for the fight at 
Walwal on the 5th December and the subsequent incidents . . * while 
the determination of the Italo-Ethiopian frontier must be efiected in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 5 of the Italo-Ethiopian treaty 
of 1908 . . . after the present dispute has been settled. 

In replying to this communication on the 17th April the Abyssinian 
Government expressed the opinion that the Commission of Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration must deal with the Hwo fundamental questions ’ 
which were involved in the dispute: first, the interpretation of the 
treaty of 1908, in order to determine the position of the frontier 
between Abyssinia and Somaliland and the ownership of Walwal and 
other places where incidents had occurred ; and, second, the respon- 
sibility for the fighting on the 6th December and on subsequent 
occasions. 

This exchange of notes made it clear that the two parties would 
have difficulty in agreeing upon the terms of reference for the Com- 
mission of Conciliation and Arbitration, and in the course of the 
negotiations which took place during the next few weeks difficulties 
arose not offiy over this question but also in connexion with the 
nomination of the arbitrators. It was not until the middle of May 
that the Itahan Government nominated two Italian nationals to serve 
on the Commissi^^ and they then refused to accept the Abyssinian 
nominees, Monsieur A. de LapradeUe, a Frenchman, andMx, Pitman B. 
Potter, a citizeh of the United States. The Abyssinian Government 
justified these nominations as a proof of their willingness to accept 
an impartial verdict, but the Itahan Governmentinsisted that the non- 
Italian members of the Commission must be Abyssinian nationals. 
The result was that, when the Council of the Lea^e assembled on the 
20th May , the Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration was still 
not constituted. 

; ^ June 1935, p. 749. 
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Meanwhile, the Italians had been carrying on their mihtary pre- 
parations with unabated vigour. On the 7th March General Graziani 
was appointed to the command of the forces in Somaliland, and three 
weeks later the appointment of General de Bono as Commander-in- 
Chief of all the Italian forces in East Africa was announced. The 
despatch of troops and supplies to East Africa continued steadily 
throughout March and April, and in the first week of May the mobiliza- 
tion of another division of regular troops and two Blackshirt divisions 
was ordered. By that time, also, two divisions of Askaris had been 
mobilized in Eritrea. As an accompaniment to these measures, the 
press was continuing to publish reports of frontier incidents and of 
the massing of Abyssinian troops, and the alleged insecurity of the 
Italian colonies was made the pretext for an anti-Abyssinian cam- 
paign of the most virulent kind. During the first fortnight of May a 
decidedly militant note was also to be heard in official utterances. 
On the 7th May, for instance. Signor Lessona, the Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies, told the Chamber that the Abyssinian Government 
were incapable of maintaining a minimum of order and tranquil- 
lity, and that the time had come when the Italian Government, 
for the safety of their colonies and for the sake of Italian prestige and 
dignity, must resolve once for all the problem of Italy’s relations with’ 
Abyssinia. Similar references to barbaric conditions in Abyssinia 
which necessitated Italian intervention were made in reports on the 
Colonial Office and Foreign Office estimates which were submitted a 
day or two later to the Senate and the Chamber. 

In the face of this provocation, the Lion of Judah was stiU roaring 
as gently as any sucking dove. From the beginning of the dispute, 
the Emperor Hade Selassie had declared repeatedly that he had no 
intention of launching an attack on the Italian colonies ; but, as he 
told a press correspondent in the middle of March, his pacific spirit 
did not mean that he could be buUied into accepting the responsibility 
for the Walwal incident, or permitting Italian encroachments on Abys- 
sinian territory without resistance. It became increasiugly clear as 
time went on that if the Italian military preparations were intended 
to intimidate the Abyssinians they were failing to achieve their pur- 
pose. The Italian reports of Abyssinian mobilization were consistently 
denied m Addis Ababa, but considerable doubt was felt in European 
capitals as to the Emperor’s ability to hold his wild tiibesmen in 
check mdefinitely. Beports of the movement of large numbers of 
arined, or partially armed, AbyssinianB in the direction of the Italian 
jBrontiers were current in the early part of April ; and there was reason 
to fear tlrat, even if the Italian Government genuinely intended tiie 
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troops whicli they were sending to East Africa to remain on the 
defensive, the continual despatch of reinforcements to the borders of 
Abyssinia was more likely to cause a conflagration than to avert it. 
On the 11th May the Abyssinian Government addressed another 
communication to the Secretary-General, informing him of the diffi- 
culties which were being encountered in the negotiations for the con- 
stitution of an Arbitration Commission and of the continuance of 
Italian military preparations, and appealing once more to the Council, 
under Article 15 of the Covenant, ‘to see that the territorial integrity 
and political independence of Ethiopia’ were ‘respected and preserved 
as against aggression ’ . On the 20th May, the day on which the Council 
was due to meet for its eighty-sixth session, the Emperor himself 
telegraphed to Geneva the request that the Council ‘should decide 
that unless Italy agrees that the arbitrators should interpret the treaty 
of the 16th May, 1908, and pronounce on all the incidents which’ had 
‘occurred since the 23rd November last in the vicinity of the Somali- 
Ethiopian frontier, it’ would ‘take up the dispute itself and make a 
full enquiry and examination on the basis of Article 1 5 of the Covenant 
Meanwhile, the French and British Governments had been taking 
counsel together in order to see whether they could check the ominous 
march of events by their combined efforts. The immediate sequel 
to the diplomatic, conversations which took place in Paris early in 
May was a speech by Signor Mussolini on the 14th which dispelled 
any hope that the combined influence of France and Great Britain 
might prove more effective in Rome than the influence which the two 
Powers had exercised hitherto independently of one another. Signor 
Mussolini announced that the Italian Government intended to feel 
thoroughly safe in Africa ; that they would despatch all the troops 
which they considered necessary for their purpose ; and that no thW 
Power could ‘arrogate the intolerable claim to intervene’. Further 
diplomatic negotiations during the next few days did not bring a 
solution any nearer ; and the French and British Governments found 
themselves once more face to face vdth the problem of deciding on a 
course of action at Geneva which could be squared with their obliga- 
tions to a fellow member of the League as well as with their desire not 
to arraign Italy before the Councfl>^^^^ 

The motive of retainmg Italy’s friendship was stiU evidently upper- 
most in French minds, and it was felt m Paris that the probable con- 
sequences of lettic^ Italy have her head would be less detrimental 

to French interests than the consequences of attempting to restrain 

her. The French delegation was therefore sent to attend the Goimoil 
meeting at Geneva with instructions to do all.that was possible to 
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promote a settlement by negotiation which would absolve the Council 
from the necessity of granting the Abyssinian request for a full dis- 
cixssion of the dispute. On the other hand, there were signs that the 
British Government were inclining towards the view that, while the 
resignation of a third Great Power from the League and the break-up 
of the Stresa Front were contingencies to be avoided if possible, the 
results of a failure on the part of the League to tackle Italy would be 
even more disastrous. On this view, the interests of the League and 
of the whole system of collective security demanded that Abyssinia 
should not be sent empty away from Geneva yet a third time, while 
hungry Italy was left to continue her preparations for taking her fiU 
of Abyssinia's good things. 

The Italo -Abyssinian dispute figured on the Council's agenda 
already, in virtue of the resolution of the 19th January, 1935; but, 
in deference to French views, it was decided that before the Council 
reached this item on its agenda an attempt should be made through 
the medium of informal negotiations to induce Italy and Abyssinia 
to agi'ee to an arrangement for putting the arbitral procedure into 
force without further delay. In these negotiations the lead was taken 
by Mr. Eden, who was finally successful in extracting concessioxis 
from both sides and thus finding the basis for an agreement. The 
Abyssinian representatives — ^Monsieur Jeze (a Professor of Law at 
the University of Paris who had undertaken to act as agent for the 
Abyssinian Government) and Monsieur Tecle Hawariate — agreed to 
the postponement of the Council's discussion of the dispute and to the 
omission of any explicit reference to the question of interpreting the 
1908 frontier treaty from the terms of reference of the Commission 
of Arbitration and Conciliation. Baron Alois! agreed to waive the 
Italian objections to Abyssinia’s nomination of a Frenchman and an 
American as her arbitrators, and he was also induced to agree that 
a definite time-limit should be fixed for the arbitral procedure. He 
refused, however, to accept any proposal that the Council should 
appoint a committee or a rappoTtmr to follow the course of events, 
and he did not commit his Government to acceptance of a suggestion 
that the Council should give an undertaking that it would handle the 
dispute itself if no agreement had been reached by the date on which 
the time-limit expired. Nevertheless he did not impose a veto oii 
this suggestion, and accordingly a settlement on these lines was drawn 
up in the form of two resolutions. 

The first resolution ran as follows : 

at the meeting of the Gbunc^ January 193S, the 

to settle the 
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dispute which has arisen between them as the result of the incident i t 
Wtdwal on the 5th December, 1934, in conformity with Article o oi the 
Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of the 2nd August, 1928 ; 

(2) Whereas, direct negotiations through diplomatic channels having 
been exhausted, the two parties have nominated their arbitrators as 
provided for in Article 5 of the above-mentioned Treaty ; 

(3) Whereas, since the 5th December, 1934, other incidents have taken 
place on the Italo-Ethiopian frontier and the two Governments are in 
agreement in entrusting the settlement of these incidents to tlm same 
arbitrators in accordance with Article 5 of the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty ; 

(4) Whereas the Italian Government, in view of the request which tos 
been made to it, makes no objection regarding the nationality of the arbi- 
trators nominated by the Ethiopian Government ; 

(5) Whereas the two Governments agree to fix the 25th August r^xt 
as the date on which the procedure of conciliation and arbitration shall 
be concluded: 

The Council, 

Requests the Secretary- General of the League of Nations to com- 
municate in the meantime to the Members of the Council all information 
which may reach him from, the two parties, in particular regarding the 
development of the arbitrators* work. 

By the second resolution, the Council, ‘leaving to the two parties 
full liberty to settle the dispute in question in accordance with Article 
5 of the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of the 2nd August, 1928*, recorded 
its decision 


to meet if, in default of agreement between the four arbitrators for the 
settlement of the dispute, an understanding shall not have been reached 
by the 25th July between these arbitrators as to the selection of the 
fifth arbitrator (unless the four arbitrators agree to the extension of this 
period) I the CotmcU also decides to meet to examine the situation if on 
the 25th August the settlement by means of conciliation and arbitration 
should not have taken place. 


The first resolution was adopted unanimously, and, while Baron 
Aloisi regained from voting on the second resolution, his abstention 
did not prevent the attainment of technical unanimity on a resolution 
which asserted the Council’s jurisdiction over the dispute. 

During the discussion on these resolutions , Monsieur Jfeze attempted 
to obtain from Baron Aloisi a statement that the Italian Government 
agreed with the Abyssiriian Government’s mterpretation of the resolu- 
tions on certain important points.^ In particrdar, he wished him to 
agree that the arbitrators would ‘be required to take into considera- 
tion aUcfroumstanKjes^^^I^ to affect the solution of the d& 
including ‘the interpretat^^ of treaties and agreements regarding 
the frontier * ; and he also desired him to give an undertaking that 
‘throughoutthewholearbitrationprocedure, including, if that should 
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be necessary, examination by the League Council’, the Itahan 
Govermnent would 'abstain from sending to East Africa additional 
troops and munitions or additional specialists ’ and that they would 
not 'use, for the preparation of an attack on Ethiopia, the troops, 
munitions and specialists already sent to East Africa’. Baron Aloisi 
gave an evasive reply on both these points. On the question of the 
frontier agreements he said that his Government did not 'in any way 
intend to limit the mission entrusted to the arbitrators under “^he 
terms of the 1928 treaty’, but that they could not 'in any circum- 
stances agree to their extending their survey to frontier questions 
In regard to Italy’s mihtary preparations, he declared 'that no autho- 
rity woTild wish to interfere in the least degree with our Government’s 
exercise of its sovereignty. By accepting the arbitration procedure, 
we have demonstrated our determination to respect the undertak- 
ings entered into by our two Governments’. This declaration, in 
conjunction with Baron Aloisi’s acceptance of the first paragraph of 
the Council’s first resolution, was taken as equivalent to a promise 
that Italy would not use her forces in East Africa to attack Abyssinia 
while arbitration was in progress. Baron Aloisi, however, carefully 
refrained from giving any undertaking in regard to the despatch of 
further reinforcements and supplies, and on the following day a 
Foreign Office spokesman in Rome annotmced that the agreement at 
Geneva would make no difference to the mobilization and transport 
of troops. 

Thus, while the resolutions of the 25th May did mark a certain 
progress^ — sufficient, perhaps, to absolve the Council from the charge 
that it had been concerned merely to save its own face— they could 
not be regarded as in any sense a satisfactory settlement. The 
machinery for arbitration was now set in motion, and if it did not 
produce results wdthin a given time the Council had bound itself to 
take action. It was also to the good that the Italian Government 
should not have refused definitely to accept the Council’s jurisdiction ; 
it was not certain that Italian representatives would come to Geneva 
if the dispute came up for discussion by the Council, but neither was 
it certain that they would stay away. 

^ Baron Aloisi repeated this statement in slightly different words when 
Monsieur pressed Mm to declare his acceptance of the thesis that, while 
demarcation on the spot would not he the business of the arhitratoxs, they 
would be^^ fr ‘to take account of ah the ciroTunstances which have a bearing 
on its settlement* and that ‘the interpretation of the treaties fixing fhe 
frontiers ’ was ‘within their competence Baron Aloisi'S reply was : ‘ Sub ject 
to the meryation I made, we do not in any way to restrict the work 

of the arbitrators^ except with regard to questions % With this state- 

ment Monsieur j4ze dedared himseff 
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On the other hand, no provision had been made for dealing in the 
near future with the wider questions at issue. It was now generally 
recognized that a settlement of the Walwal incident and of other 
frontier affrays would merely touch the fringe of the It alo -Abyssinian 
difficulty, and that even if the Abyssinian-Somalian frontier was defined 
by the arbitrators, as the Abyssinians desired, the real problem would 
still remain unsolved. The scope of Italy’s preparations, the vast 
expenditure which had already been incurred,^ the tone of Italian 
press comments and official statements, all made it difficult for even 
the most optimistic observers to beheve that Signor Mussolini was 
not contemplating the fulfilment of Italy’s colonial aspirations at 
Abyssinia’s expense. Looked at from this angle, the agreement of 
the 25th May was open to the criticism that it left Italy free to go on 
with her preparations during the rainy season (when it would, in any 
case, be impossible to launch an attack upon Abyssinia) and gave 
Abyssinia no guarantee whatever that the attack would not come in 
the autumn as soon as the rains had ceased. The best that could be 
said was that the door was still open for further efforts on the part of 
Great Britain and France to achieve a comprehensive settlement 
through diplomatic channels. 

[ d ) The Bebax-dowk of the Commission of Conciliation and 
Aebiteation and the Beitish Peoposal foe an Exchange of 
TEE ltoOEIES (JlTNE-JULY 1935) 

The Italo-Abyssinian Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration, 
consisting of Count Aldrovandi Marescotti and Signor Montagna for 
Italy, and Mr. Potter and Monsieur de Lapradelle for Abyssinia, held 
a preliminary meeting at Milan on the 6th and 7th June and then 
adjoiirned for nearly three weeks in order to allow time for the collec- 
tion of documents bearing on the cases of the two parties. The Com- 
mission met again on the 25th June at Scheveningen, near The 
Hague, and began its examination of the evidence. On the 5th July 
the hearings were interrupted, and on the 9th it was announced that 
the Commission had reached a deadlock and had decided to suspend 
its sittings indefimtely/ ^ 

The cause of the break-down was a difference of opinionbetween the 
representatives of Italy and Abyssinia as to the Goinmifision^ 
of reference. The exchange of views between Monsieur J&ze and 
Baron Aloisi at the meeting of the League Council on the 25th May^ 

^ The Cost of ‘exigencies’ in East Africa amounted to 620,000^000 lire (about 
£10,000,000) by the end of April 1935. * See pp. 154-5, 
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had not cleared up the question how far the Commission was to take 
into consideration the rival claims in regard to the position of the 
frontier between Abyssinia and Itahan Somaliland, and the represen- 
tatives of the two parties put different interpretations upon the 
Council’s resolution and the subsequent declarations. The Abyssinians 
maintained that Baron Aloisi had accepted their view that the 
interpretation of the treaties relating to the frontier was within the 
Commission’s competence, but the Italians denied that any such con- 
struction could be put upon Baron Aloisi’s words and declared that 
they had only agreed to submit to arbitration the actual incidents 
which had taken place on the frontiers since the end of November 
1934, The Abyssinian ease which was presented to the Commission 
was based on the assumption that Walwal was in Abyssinian territory ; 
but when Monsieur Jeze made a statement to that effect in his 
exposition, the Italian members of the Commission declared that 
the question of the ownership of Walwal was not the point at issue 
and refused to hear Monsieur Jeze’s evidence. When the Abyssinian 
representatives maintained their view that the consideration of 
frontier questions was in order, the Itahan representatives refused 
to continue the discussions or to present their own evidence. The 
Abysshhan representatives then proposed that the Commission should 
proceed to elect a fifth arbitrator, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Italo-Abyssinian exchange of notes of August 1928, but this 
proposal was rejected by the Itahans. They contended that the point 
at issue related to the competence of the Commission and that it 
could not be solved by the appointment of a fifth member, and they 
declared that they were willing to continue the work of the Commis- 
sion within the limits which they held to have been fixed by the agree- 
ment of the 25th May, Separate reports were drawn up by the two 
sets of arbitrators on the causes of the break-down, and these were 
communicated to the Secretariat of the League on the 9th J uly by 
Monsieur Jtee, with the request that the Council’s attention should 
be drawn to the urgent need for its intervention. The failure of the 
Commission to agree upon the appointment of a fifth arbitrator 
automatically brought into force the first part of the Council’s second 
resolution of the 25th May and it was therefore clear that a meeting 
of the Council would have to be held on or shortly after the 25th 

Meanwhile, the British Government had taken the initiative in an 
attempt to find a peaceful solution for the whofe^^ of ItalQ- 

Abyssioian relations. On the 7th June, Mr. Eden made a statement 

Bee:p.;d54 .above;- 
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on the Italo-Abyssinian dispute in the House of Commons at West- 
minster. The Lord Privy Seal told the House that it was ' the constant 
and persistent endeavour ’ of the British Government 

to help to bring about a permanent settlement mutually satisfactory to 
Italy and Ethiopia, a settlement which would take account of [Britisli j 
responsibilities and those of France and Italy in the Tripartite Treaty 
of 1906 by which [Great Britain], France and Italy agreed to co-operate 
in maintaining the political and territorial integrity of Abyssinia, 

The 1906 treaty had also provided that the three signatories should 
take concerted action to safeguard their special interests in Abyssinia, 
including 'the interests of Italy in Ethiopia as regards Eritrea and 
Somaliland, . , , more especially with reference to the hinterland of 
her possessions and the territorial connexion between them to the 
west of Addis Ababa Mr. Eden’s reference to this treaty was an 
indication that the British Government, in attempting to find a basis 
for a satisfactory settlement of the Italo-Abyssinian dispute, took 
account of the fact that Italy’s interests in Abyssinia (though not her 
exclusive interests) had been recognized m various international in- 
struments of which Great Britain was herself a signatory,® For some 
time past, the British and French Governments were heheved to have 
been using their iofluence at Addis Ababa in order to induce the 
Emperor to offer concessions of a kind which might meet a genuine 
Italian need for expansion. It was denied that there had been any- 
thing in the nature of pressure upon Abyssinia to buy Italy off, but 
there was little doubt that the Emperor had been invited to weigh the 
sacrifices which might be the price of a peaceful settlement against the 
horrors of a war in which all the advantages of modem armaments 
would be on Italy’s side . By June 1935 the British Government had 
ascertained that a settlement involving the cessionof territory to Italy 
would he favourably considered by Abyssinia if she were to be offered 
suitable compensation, and that the most acceptable compensation 
would take the form of an outlet on the sea under Abyssinian 
sovereignty Such an outlet might he provided by a corridor through 
the territory of any one of the three Powers whose colonies bordered 
upon Abyssinia ; and by the last week of June the British Government 
had come to the conclusion that, in the interests of peace, they ought 
to offer to transfer to 4^byssmia^^a portion of British Somaliland. 

^ One great difficulty in the way of putting foward a settlement on 
lines such as these lay in the absence of any definite khowledge as to 

^ the /or ^ pp. 210 

* -r •:^hyssma’'s only access to the sea was by means of the railway from Addis 
Ababa to Djibouti, in French Somaliland, ■ 
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the scope of Italy’s aims in regard to Abyssinia. The steady persis- 
tence of her military preparations appeared to be proof of an inten- 
tion to conquer part at least of the country by force of arms, and 
the mihtaristic and aggressive note which was being struck with 
increasing frequency in public statements was maldng it seem more 
doubtful, with every day that passed, whether Signor Mussolini would 
be able, even if he had the will, to check the machine which he had 
set in motion before it crossed the dividing line between peace and 
war. For instance, on the 25th May (the day on which the Council 
adopted its two resolutions on the Italo -Abyssinian dispute) the Duce 
declared before the Chamber that ‘ when the safety of our territories 
and the Hves of our soldiers are at stake we are ready to assume all, 
even the supreme, responsibilities On the 8th June Signor Mussolini 
rephed to Mr. Eden’s statement of the 7th by a vigorous affirmation 
of Italy’s intention to pursue her policy in Abyssinia regardless of 
world opinion. Signor Mussolini had gone to Cagliari, in Sardinia, 
to review troops of the ‘ Sabauda ’ division (the mobilization of which 
had been ordered at the beginning of May) who were about to embark 
for East Africa. Addressing the Cagliari Blackshirts, he declared: 

We have old and new accounts to settle ; we wiU settle them. We shall 
take no account of what may be said beyond our frontiers, because we 
ourselves, we alone and exclusively, are the judges of our interests and 
the guarantors of our future. We imitate to the letter those who are 
lecturing us. They have shown that when it was a question of creating 
an empire, or of defending it, they never took any account at all of the 
opinion of the World. 

Three days later, in a speech at Sassari, Signor Mussolini declared that 
^ so-called public opinion abroad^ was a ‘ridiculous puppet which 
would be burnt up in the zeal of the Blackshirts’.^ When Signor 
Mussolini aimed these shafts at ‘British hypocrisy ’ he lent additional 
weight to a campaign that had been launched a few weeks earlier by 
the Italian press, which was now dividing its hostile attentions almost 
equally between Abyssinia and Great Britain.2 

These were not favourable omens for the success of a British attempt 
to mediate between Italy and Abyssinia, but the British Government 
did not abandon hope that Signor Mussolini might prove himself, as 
on earlier occasions, less intransigent in deed than in word, and^^t^ 
settlement which would give Italy all the economic advantages that 
she could reasonably hope to obtain froni Abyssinia might yet be 

^ This was a retort to a reference to the ItaJo^Ahyssiman dispute made by 
Mr Baldwin in a speech on the 8th June, when he remarked that ‘there was 
no current of public opinion in Italy on that subject’. 

^®:;Seevpp,;142;and:l'5L 
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reached by negotiation. In their efforts to arrange a compronaise the 
British Government had the support of the French Government, and 
France took part in diplomatic conversations which were in progress 
in the middle of June. During the second half of the month, however, 
Franco-British co-operation was hampered by the French reactions 
to the Anglo -German exchange of notes of the 18th June on naval 
armaments;^ and the British Government apparently omitted to 
notify the French Government of their intention to propose an ex- 
change of territory in East Africa in settlement of the Italo - Abyssinian 
dispute. 

This proposal was laid before Signor Mussohni by Mr. Eden during 
a visit to Rome on the 24th-26th June, 1935.^ The suggestion was 
that Abyssinia might cede to Italy a portion of the Ogaden and that 
she might in compensation receive from Great Britain an outlet 
to the sea at Zeila in British Somaliland, together with a corridor, 
about fifty miles long by twelve miles wide, linking the port with 
the Abyssinian frontier. If this suggestion was accepted, the British 
Government would ask nothing for themselves except the retention 
of grazing rights for the tribes in the ceded area, and they would 
promise to do what they could to promote the establishment of direct 
communications between Eritrea and Italian Somaliland. Since the 
Ogaden province had been the scene of the forward movement on 
Italy’s part which had given rise to her dispute with Abyssinia, it was 
not unreasonable to assume that the offer of territory in that region 
would be acceptable to her, at any rate as a bargaining counter ; but 
in fact the whole plan was rejected by Signor Mussolini out of hand. 
Mr, Eden did not succeed in extracting from the Duce any precise 
definition of his aims, but his attitude seemed to justify the deduction 
that he was determined to obtain control over a large part of Abys- 
sinia, if not over the whole country, and that, unless Abyssinia sub- 
mitted to being swallowed up, he meant to impose his wiU upon her 
by force of anus. On t^^ July he made another fiery speech at 
Bboh, in which he declared that the battle of Adowa, in view of the 
disproportionate numbers engaged, was an example of It ahan heroism, 
that the town had only been abandoned because Italy then possessed 
an - abject Government ’, and that the present Government and the 
"revolutionary people ’ of Italy had "irrevocably decided’ to cany 
the strxiggle upon wH^ they had entered to its conclusion. 

On the 1 1th July a debate on foreign affairs took place in the 

^ See the Survey for 1935, vol. i. Part I, section (vi) (i). 

® For the antecedents and outcome of this visit, see the jSwtJcy /or 
vol. i, loc. cit. 
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House of Commons, and in his review of the Government’s policy 
Sir Samuel Hoare (who had succeeded Sir John Simon as Foreign 
Secretary on the 7th June^) made the point that the British Govern- 
ment fully admitted Italy’s need for expansion. 

We have always understood and well understand [he said] Italy’s 
desire for oversea expansion. Indeed, we have in the past done our best 
to show our sympathy with Italian aspirations in a practical way. In 
1925 we ceded Jubaland to Italy, and in the present negotiations we 
showed our willingness to endeavour to ensure for Italy some territorial 
satisfaction by a reasonable and legitimate arrangement with Abyssinia. 

The British Government also admitted 

the justice of some of the criticisms that have been made against the 
Abyssinian Government. But [asked the Foreign Secretary] are the facts 
that Italy needs expansion and that complaints are made against the 
Abyssinian Government sufficient cause for plunging into a war ? 

Sir Samuel Hoare was not prepared even now to abandon any 
chance that might 

present itself for averting ... a calamity, whether it be through the 
machinery of the 1906 treaty or whether it be through the machinery 
of the League, or whether it be through both. 

These conciliatory references to Italy’s case failed to elicit any 
response from Rome, Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech was received with 
reserve, and though there was some expression of satisfaction at his 

} This date should be borne in mind, with reference to the sequel, by any 
student of international affairs who is concerned to take a just view of persons, 
as well as a balanced view of events. For, as Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Sir Samuel Hoare became the scapegoat, not only for the transactions 
for which he was immediately responsible from his accession to the Foreign 
Office on the 7th June, 1935, down to his resignation on the 18th December, 
but also for the whole course of British policy in regard to the Italo- Abyssinian 
coiffiict down to the latter date. In attempting to judge Sir Samuel Hoare’s 
conduct of affairs on its true merits, it is important to realize how far, before 
the 7th June, 1935, the position which Sir Samuel Hoare was subsequently 
trying to maintain had been given away already in the reign of his predecessor 
in office- Indeed, if Sir Samuel Hoare had cared to make his own apologia at 
the expense of a colleague, he might have argued, with considerable force, that 
the diplomatic battle had already been lost for him before he was asked by 
Mr. Baldwin to do his best to win it. It is true that, as a member of the 
Cabinet^ Sir Samuel Hoare did also bear his official share of the corporate 
responsibility of Cabinet Ministers for the foreign policy of the United King- 
dom, even during the period between the beginning of the Walwal ineideht 
and his own transfer to the Foreign Office from the India Office- At the same 
time, his moral responsibility for sins of omission at the Foreign Office during 
those critical and perhaps decisive early months of 1 935 can hardly be pressed, 
when it is remembered that at that time Sir Samuel Hoare was still preoccupied 
with his long and arduous task of piloting the Grovernment of India Bill 
into port. ■ 


H 
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explicit recognition of Italy’s need for expansion, the ItaUan Govenv 
ment showed that they did not intend to be turned path 

which they had decided to follow. They gave orders on the loth July 
for the mobilization of two more divisions — one of regular troops and 
one of Blackshirts— for service in Bast Africa,^ and for the immediate 
building of ten new submarines. 

After the failure of their attempt to arrange a compromise, t le 
British Government took the view that it was now the turn of the 
French Government to make suggestions, and during the first half 
of July the British Ambassador in Paris was a frequent visitor at the 
Quai d’Orsay. The nature of the compromise which Mr. Eden had 
suggested in Rome, however, was now constituting an additional 
obstacle in the way of Anglo-French co-operation. The immediate 
result of the British Government’s proposal had been to bring down 
a shower of abuse both at home and abroad. Their domestic criticB 
included not only ^die-hards’ who were aghast at the idea of giving 
away even the smallest and least valuable portion of the British 
Empire ; they were also challenged on the ground that they had pro- 
posed to betray a sacred trust by handing over to Abyssinia like 
chattels the native inhabitants of a portion of British Somaliland.® 
A good deal of foreign comment was based on the unflattering assump- 
tion that the British Government must be acting from motives of 
self-interest, while in France the resentment which was already being 
felt against Great Britain on account of the Anglo-German naval agree- 
ment was deepened by the disclosure of the fact that the British 
Government had put forward, without consulting the French Govern- 
ment, a proposal which affected French interests. (The transfer of 
Zeila to Abyssinia would have destroyed the virtual monopoly which 
France enjoyed in the transport of goods and passengers to and from 
Abyssinia by way of the Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway.)® In these 

^ TMs brouglit the forces mobilized for service abroad up to five divisions 
of regular troops aud five divisions of militia. In addition, seven battalions 
had been sent separately. Between tbe end of January 1936 and the third 
week of June, nearly 67,000 Italian troops were reported to have passed 
through the Suez Canal, and the numbers during the first fortnight of July 
were said to amount to 16,000. 

^ See in particular the questions and answers in the House of Commons at 
Westminster on the 4th and 8th July and the de^pate on the 11th July. Mr. 
Malcom MaeDonald, the Secretary for the Colonies, told a questioner on the 
4th July that the number of inhabitants of Zeila itself fiuctuated between 
3,000 and 7,000 and that there were no permanent inhahitants of the hinto- 
land, which was visited at interva^^ tribesmen whose grazing 

rights the British Government had intended to reserve. 

® Unless, of Gourse, the British Government’s offer to transfer the Zeila 
corridor to Abyssinia had been made subject to the condition that«the corridor 
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circumstarLces the French Government showed no inclination to fall 
in with the suggestion which was made by the British Government 
that France should summon a three-Power conference which would 
attempt to find a solution on the basis of the 1906 treaty regarding 
Abyssinia. The French Government believed that a proposal for a 
formal conference would be rejected by Italy, and they preferred 
to postpone any fresh action until the end of the month, when the 
League Council would have to meet to consider the situation created 
by the break-down of the arbitral procedure at Scheveningen. In the 
meantime, diplomatic conversations continued between Paris and 
Pome, with the primary object, on the French side, of persuading 
Signor Mussolini to send a representative to attend the Council 
meeting. 

During this period of abortive arbitration and negotiation the 
Abyssinian Government could do little but look on while Italian 
troops and munitions were accumulating on their borders and the 
'construction of roads, the organization of water-supplies, and other 
preparatory work was in full swing in Eritrea and Somaliland. On 
the 19th June they had despatched another appeal to the League 
Council^ protesting against the continuance of Italian preparations 
and the allegations and threats against Abyssinia which were being 
made in the Italian press and in public speeches. They pointed out 
that, since their urgent appeal under Article 15 of the Covenant on 
the 17th March, the situation had 'gone from bad to worse. An 
aggression upon the independence and integrity of Ethiopia’ seemed 
'imminent’. In the hope of averting this danger, they asked the 
Council to designate immediately neutral observers who would go to 
frontier districts of Abyssinia, investigate the situation and make 
an inquiry into alleged or actual incidents, and report direct to the 
Council. The Abyssinian Government would 'afford the observers 
aU the aid and assistance necessary to the performance of their 
task ’, and they were also ready to pay the costs of the inquiry. 
These suggestions were presumably communicated to the members 
of the Council by the Secretariat, but no other action was taken on 
.them. ■ 

At the beginning of July the Emperor of Abyssinia appealed to 
the American Government to invoke the terms of the Pact of Paris 
for the Renunciation of War (the Eellogg-Briand Pact) of which both 
Italy and Abyssima were signatories. In 1932 the then Secretary 

mhfit not he turned to acooimt hy the cpnstracti^^ aiorxg it, of an all-Ethiopian 
railway in competition with the French line ffdm D : 

^ Tesct in August 1935, pp. 972-3. 
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of Stato at Washington, Mir. Stunsoii, had taken action of the kind 
suggested in connexion with the Sino- Japanese dispute,^ but the 
response to this American initiative had been disappointing, and in 
1935 the Administration was not disposed to lay itself open to another 
rebuff. 2 The American Government confined themselves to indica- 
tions that the moral support of the United States would be behind 
any efforts that might be made to keep the peace between Abyssinia 
and Italy, and would be withdrawn from Italy if she disregarded her 
obligation not to resort to war; and this must have been poor con- 
solation to the Abyssinians if they had been hoping for some dramatic 
gesture from Washington which might pull Italy up and check her 
headlong course before it was too late. Moreover, the steps which were 
being taken in Washington in July to prepare legislation designed 
to safeguard the neutrality of the United States in the event of wai'^ 
were not calculated to relieve the concern which was now being felt in 
Addis Ababa on account of the difiS.culties which the Government were 
experiencing in supplementing their inadequate supplies of munitions. 

During the early months of 1935 the Abyssinian Government had 
placed orders, especially for ammunition, with a number of armament 
firms in European countries,^ and by the beginning of April consign- 
ments of munitions from Germany, Sweden and Denmark were said 
to be arriving at Djibouti. A month later the Italian Government 
were reported to have made representations to the Governments of 
countries which they believed to be suppl3dng armaments to Abyssinia 
to the effect that the continuance of such supplies would be regarded 
as an unfriendly act . Whether hoc or propter hoc, restrictions on 

the export of arms and munitions to Abyssinia were imposed during 
the early summer by a number of Governments, including those of 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark and France.® As for the British 

^ Seethe /or 793;^, Part V, section (iv) (&). 

® See p. 239, below. 

^ The neutrality resolution which became law on the Slst August, 1935, 
made it mandatory for the President to prohibit shipment of arms and muni- 
tions to any belligerent states (see further pp. 240-1, below). 

^ Eeports were published at intervals to the effect that Abyssinia was 
obtaining supplies from Japan, but at the end of July it was announced in 
J'apan that no permits had been issued for the export of arms to Abyssinia, 
and a rumour which was current early in August to the effect that a contract 
had been concluded for a large consignment of munitions from Japan was 
denied by the Abyssiman G-o vernment . 

® In the middle of June, the French (Jovernment were reported to have 
informed the Ital^ Government tha^ all requests from Abyssinia for the 
supply of munitions were bein^ refused. The French authorities at Djibouti 
were also said to be making drffioulties in. July over the granting of transit 
authorizations for the mu arriving at the port* (See also 

p. 380^ footnote 2, bd^ 
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Government, they adopted an attitude of caution in the matter from 
an early stage of the dispute. On the 21st May it was stated in the 
House of Lords at Westminster that no licences for the export of arms 
to Abyssinia had been issued for some months, and during the follow- 
ing weeks a series of parhamentary questions elicited the reply that 
the question whether licences should be granted was still under con- 
sideration. Finally, on the 25th July, Sir Samuel Hoare announced 
the Government’s decision to withhold ‘for the present’ licences for 
the export of arms to either Abyssinia or Italy, though the transit 
of consignments to Abyssinia across British or British protected 
territory would be permitted, in accordance with the terms of the 
1930 treaty 


(e) The League Council’s Session oe the 31st July-3iid August, 
1935, AND THE AeBITRAL DECISION ON THE WaLWAL INCIDENT 

The Italian Government’s rejection of the proposal which Mr. Eden 
laid before Signor Mussolini in the last week of June, combined with 
the Duce’s fiery speeches, brought home to the Governments and 
peoples of the states members of the League of Nations the fact 
that they might soon be faced with the choice between condoning an 
act of aggression by one League member upon another or attempting 
to restrain a Great Power — ^if necessary by the use of the machinery 
provided in the Covenant — ^from the exercise of its sovereign will. 
When, in the last week of July, the members of the Council received 
a notice summoning them to an extraordinary meeting on the 31st, 
none of them could disguise from themselves the fact that the situa- 
tion was fraught with the gravest danger to the whole ‘post-war’ 
system of collective security. The prospect for a satisfactory outcome 
of the Council meeting would have been better if the French and 
British Governments, to which the smaller states members of the 
Council naturally looked for a lead, had been of one mind as to the 
best course to pursue. The chief concern of the French Government 
was still to postpone definite action by the Council in the hope that 
the crisis might yet be averted by negotiation outside Geneva. It 
was pointed out in British circles, however, that, if the League was 
to retain the least vestige of moral authority, the Council must ac- 
cede to the repeated requests which it had received from Abyssinia 
and discuss the situation in all its aspects. Indeed, the Council had 
already decided, by its second resolution of the 25th May, that it 
would deal with the dispute if a settlement had not been reached by 

^ Seep. 123, above. 
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means of conciliation and arbitration before the 25th August; and 
in the British view the situation had developed on such serious lines 
since the end of May that the Council ought to take the bull by the 
horns without further delay. 

In the middle of July the Secretary-General of the League, Monsieur 
Avenol, had visited London and Paris, and in the course of liis con- 
versations with British and French Ministers the steps wlxich would 
have to be taken in order to put the machinery of the Covenant into 
operation were beheved to have come under review. The discussions 
were said to have been more barren in Paris than in London, owing 
to the French Government’s reluctance to commit themselves to any 
definite step. As justification for their attitude the French Govern- 
ment were able to point to the outcome of the diplomatic negotiations 
which continued up to the eve of the Council Meeting. The Italian 
Government responded to French persuasions to the extent of agree- 
ing to send a representative to Geneva, on the understanding that 
the Council would Innit its action to the first measure indicated in 
the resolution of the 25th May — ^that is, the appointment of a fifth 
arbitrator. They were only ready to agi‘ee to the nomination of a 
fifth arbitrator, however, bn the condition that Abyssinia abandoned 
her point of view that the interpretation of frontier treaties was 
within the competence of the Commission of Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion.^ On the general question of Italo-Abyssinian relations the 
Itahan Government stiU maintained that the Council had no juris- 
diction— in their opinion the League could only intervene in the 
dispute to expel Abyssinia from membership^ — but they appeared 
to be more favourably disposed than they had been earlier in the 
month towards the suggestion that Italo-Abyssinian relations might 
be discussed at a conference of the signatories of the 1906 treaty. 

In the hope that the more conciliatory attitude of Italy meant that 
Signor Mussolini might yet be persuaded to accept a peaceful settle- 
ment, the British Government concurred once again in the French 
view. It was agreed that any open discussion of the wider issues by the 
Council should be postponed once more, and that a final attempt 
should be made to deal with the whole problem by direct negotiation 
with Italy. Mr. Eden, who represented the British Government at 

^ ^ On the 25th July the Italian Grovernment had notifi^ the Secretary- 
Greneral that they had twice informed the Abyssinian Government of their 
readiness to resume the suspended arbitral procedure as soon as the Abyssinian 
wvemni^ent withdrew their claim to have the frontier Question as a whole 
examined..,' - ■ ■; ...... 

Ts been expressed by Signbr Gayda in an article in the Gibmale 

dltalm on the 16th July, 1935. 
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the Council meeting, broke his journey to Geneva in Paris, where he 
and Monsieur Laval agreed on the programme which they would 
jointly support at Geneva. The Abyssinian Government had aheady 
been induced to surrender to Italy’s demand that they should aban- 
don their insistence upon the consideration of frontier questions by 
the Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration, and in a telegram 
of the 28th July they had intimated that they would accept the 
Council’s decision as to the competence of the arbitrators. They also 
refrained from making a formal request that the Council should discuss 
Italo-Abyssinian relations in general at its forthcoming session, and 
from bringing up again their suggestion for the despatch of a neutral 
commission. The receipt of this communication at Geneva ensured 
the presence of an Italian representative, and Baron Aloisi was among 
the members of the Council who assembled on the 31st July. 

The Council, at its meeting on that day, confined itself to the formal 
adoption of its agenda and then adjourned, on Monsieur Laval’s 
proposal, in order to allow time for informal negotiations. Monsieur 
Litvinov, as the representative of the fourth Great Power which 
was a member of the Council, took part in the search for a formula 
which was carried on during the next few days. The Abyssinian 
representatives, as usual, were extremely conciliatory and ready to faU 
in with the wishes of the Great Powers. They consented to an inter- 
pretation of the resolution of the 25th May which supported the 
Italian thesis that frontier questions were not within the competence 
of the Commission on Arbitration and Conciliation, and Baron Aloisi, 
having won this point, made no difficulties regarding the appointment 
of a fifth arbitrator to determine the responsibility for the Walwal 
incident. Baron Aloisi also agreed to the proposal that negotiations 
should take place in the near future between the signatories of the 
1906 treaty. Mr. Eden was reported to have fought hard for the 
admission of Abyssinia to this projected conference, the outcome of 
which would vitally affect her future, but on this question Baron 
Aloisi refused to yield. The Abyssinians accepted their exclusion, 
though not without protest, and received assurances from Eranee 
and Great Britain that the Emperor would be kept informed of the 
progress of the negotiations and that no decision relating to Abyssinia 
would be taken without his cojasent. The Italian Government also 
rejected any proposals that the three-Power negotiations should take 
place under the aegis of the League. This was another point to which 
Mr; Eden attached great importance, but on this also he was defeated.^ 

> Mo3a»eur Laval was said to have had a conversation with Signor Mussolini 
over the telephone on this question, but the Duce remained obdurate. 
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Bte succeeded, however, in securing general acceptance of a suggestion 
that the Council should fix a definite date on which it would proceed 
to deal with the whole problem, in the Hght of such developments as 
might take place meanwhile in consequence of the renewal of arbitral 
procedure and the convocation of a three-Power conference. 

After three days and nights of intensive negotiation, agreement 
was reached on two resolutions, which were approved by the Council 
on the 3rd August. The first resolution interpreted the terms of 
reference of the Commission of Arbitration and Conciliation. It 
declared that 

the two parties did not agree that the Commission should examine 
frontier questions or give a legal interpretation of the agreements and 
treaties concerning the frontier. 

Such questions were therefore not within the competence of the 
Commission, which ^must not . . , prejudge the solution of questions 
which’ did 'not fall within its province’ by founding 'its decision on 
the opinion that the place at which the [Walwal] incident occurred ’ 
was 'under the sovereignty either of Italy or of Ethiopia’. It was, 
however, declared to be 

open to the Commission to take into consideration, without entering 
upon any discussion on the matter, the conviction that was held by the 
local authorities on either side as to the sovereignty over the place of the 
incident. 

The resolution also took note of declarations by the two parties 
to the effect that the four arbitrators would proceed without delay 
to designate a fifth arbitrator, and, having expressed confidence that 
the procedure would have brought about the settlement of the dispute 
by the 1st September, it invited the parties to communicate the 
results to the Council not later than th^ 4th September, 1935, 

By the second resolution the Council decided 

to meet m^ a^ the 4th September, 1935, to undertake the 

general exacmation, in its various aspects, of the relations between 
Italy and Ethiopia. 

The first^ resolution was accepted by Baron Aloisi as well as by 
Mpnsieur Jeze for Abyssinia and by all the members of the Council, 
but m regard to the second resolution the Italian representative 
followed the precedent which he had .set for Mmself on the 25th 
May and abstained from voting. 

In deference to the Itahan bbiections neither resolution coiitained 
any reference to the question of the three-Power negotiations, but 
a. communigue wa,s issued to the press in the following terms : 
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The representatives of the Governments of the United Kingdom, 
France and Italy, having met together at Geneva on the 1st August, 
1935, in view of the fact that the three Powers signatories of the Treaty 
of the 30th December, 1906, concerning Ethiopia have already declared 
themselves ready to undertake negotiations among themselves with a 
view to facihtating a solution of the differences existing between Italy 
and Ethiopia, have agreed to open these conversations at the earliest 
possible date. 

At the meeting of the Council a formal announcement of these 
forthcoming three-Power conversations was made by Mr. Eden,^ who 
added that he would 'report their outcome to the Council at its next 
session ’ . The Council, by the voice of its President, formally expressed 
its satisfaction at this arrangement and its hope of a successful out- 
come. 

Thus the upshot of the Council’s meeting was an agreement for the 
resumption of arbitral procedure, on Italy’s terms, for the settlement 
of a minor issue — the Walwal incident ; an agreement that the major 
issues should be handled outside the League framework by negotiation 
between France, Great Britain and Italy ; and an agreement, which 
was neither accepted nor exphcitly rejected by Italy, that the League 
Council should take up the dispute at a definite date, whatever stage 
it might have reached by then. The terms in which this last agreement 
was couched appeared to rule out the possibility of any further post- 
ponement of the Council’s discussion after the 4th September, and 
on this point the Abyssinian representatives expressed great satisfac- 
tion. Monsieur Jeze declared that the Ethiopian Government hailed 
the Council’s decision 'with joy and gratitude’, in the hope that a 
' full and general examination ’ would ' enable the Council to establish, 
once and for all and on a solid basis, permanent, friendly and trustful 
relations between Ethiopia and Italy’. In other respects, however, 
the Italians appeared to have driven a bargain which was very much 
to their advantage , In particular, they had once more avoided giving 
any undertaking to suspend their military preparations, ^ and they 

^ It had been TOderstood that the announcement was to be made jointly 
by Monsieur Laval and Mr. Eden, but at the last moment Monsieur Laval— 
apparently as a further gesture of conciliation towards Italy— decided to omit 
any reference to the three-Power conference from his speech. Instead, he 
expressed the opinion that, with ‘a final settlement of the Walwal incident^, 
which now appeared to he in sight, the Comicfi would have ‘fulfilled once more 
its great and noble mission and that ‘ all those throughout the World who ’ 
remained ‘attached to the Geneva institution’ would ‘rejoice’. MonBieur 
Lay al did, it was true^ admit that the situation was still serious, and proinised 
to do all in his power ‘to explore every possibiHty of conoilijEttion’. 

* Baron Aloisi was also said to have opposed the inclusion in the Gouncil’s 
resolution of any reference to Article 5 of the 1 928 treaty, by which the parties 
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had thus obtained another month’s grace in which to complete tlieii’ 
arrangements for an attack on Abyssinia. 

The first resolution of the 3rd August was implemented without 
delay, and the Walwal incident w^'as finally disposed of ^^'ithin the 
time-limit indicated by the resolution. On the Sth August it was 
announced that Monsieur Politis had accepted office as the fifth 
arbitrator; the Commission, thus augmented, met in Paiis on the 
19th August; and on the 3rd September it rendered a unanimous 
award. 

In regard to the responsibihty for the Walwal incident, the Com- 
mission, 'taking into account the limit of its powers under the resolu- 
tion adopted by the Council of the League of Nations on the 3rd 
August’, found: 

(1) That neither the Italian Government nor its agents on the spot can 
be held responsible in any way for the actual Wahval incident ; the 
allegations brought against them by the Ethiopian Government are dis- 
proved in particular by the many precautions taken by them to prevent 
any incident on the occasion of the assembly at Walwal of Etlxiopian 
regidar and irregular troops, and also by the absence of any interest on 
their part in provoking the incident of the 5th December ; and 

(2) That, although the Ethiopian Government also had no reasonable 
interest in provoking that engagement, its local authorities, by their 
attitude, and particularly by the concentration and maintenance, after 
the departure of the Anglo-Ethiopian Commission, of numerous troops 
in the proximity of the Italian line at Walwal, may have given the 
impression that they had aggressive intentions— which would seem to 
render the Italian version plausible — but that nevertheless it had not 
been shown that they can be held responsible for the actual incident of 
the 5th December. 

In regard to the responsibility for the incidents which had taken 
place between the 6th December, 1934, and the 25th May, 1935, the 
Co mm ission, after 'a careful examination of the facts alleged on both 
side’, reported that the incidents 'which followed upon the Walwal 
incident were of an accidental character ’, while others, which were 
unconnected with the Walwal affair, 'were for the most part not 
serious and of very ordinary occurrence in the r^^ in which they 
took pla^e ’. They were of opinion, therefore, that, 'in respe^^ of 
these minor incidents, no international responsibility need be in- 
■volved:’, 


had untoaken not to have recom’^^^ to force for the settlement of their dis- 
putes*^ He gave way on this point, however, and the resolution took 'note 

that th^epresei^atives of two parties hav^ 

pmsue the procedme of oono^^^^ and arbitration under the conditions laid 
down m Article 5 of the Treaty of 
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In thus refraining from allocating any direct blame to either side, 
the members of the Commission (and particularly the fifth member) 
no doubt had in mind the fact that their functions included concilia- 
tion no less than arbitration. If the Itahans received a more generous 
coating of whitewash than the Abyssinians, the latter could take 
comfort from the thought that Italy’s successful opposition to the 
inclusion of the interpretation of frontier treaties in the Commission’s 
terms of reference supported rather than invalidated the Abyssinian 
argument that the responsibihty for the Walwal incident depended 
upon the ownership of the territory in which the weUs were situated. 
In any case the fight at Walwal had long since appeared in its true 
fight as a comparatively trivial frontier incident, and the fictitious im- 
portance which it had acquired as a factor in It alo -Abyssinian rela- 
tions had been overshadowed by subsequent developments . The award 
of the Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration might extinguish 
the original spark, but it could not stamp out the train which that 
spark had fired. By the beginning of September 1935, indeed, it was 
evidently only a matter of weeks, or even days, before an explosion 
took place ; for the latest international effort to avert the catastrophe 
had broken down in a manner which destroyed the last vestige of 
hope that Italy’s quarrel with Abyssinia might be settled without 
resort to war. 

(/) The Three-Power Coneerencb in Paris (August 1935) 

The conference between France, Great Britain and Italy to con- 
sider the Italo-Abyssinian dispute was convened in Paris on the 15th 
August. In view of Mr. Eden’s promise to report the outcome of the 
proceedings to the League Council on the 4th September, it was 
evident that any settlement which might be reached must be accept- 
able not only to Italy and Abyssinia but also to the states members of 
the League in their capacity as guarantors of the independence and 
integrity of a fellow member. A settlement could only be achieved 
if the maximum level to which Abyssinia would raise her concessions 
could be made to coincide with the minimum level to which Italy 
would reduce her demands ; and, in view of the respective attitudes 
of the two parties hitherto, the line of least resistance for the French 
and British mediators wodd clearly fie in the dhection of adv^ 
Abyssinia to raise the level of her offers, French preoccupation with 
the question of saving Ffanoo-Italian fnendsMp from shipweck m 
it all the mort necessary that the British negotiators shd^ bear 
constantly m miu d the duty of the mediators to secure fair play for 
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the absent Abyssinia and to avoid the exercise of any undue pressure 
upon her to agree to measures exceeding the limits which she was 
prepared to accept of her own free will. 

During July the suggestion had been canvassed in quarters friendly 
to Italy that the best solution of the difficulties which had arisen 
would be found in the recognition by the League of a mandate or 
protectorate over Abyssinia which might be administered by Italy 
alone or by Italy in collaboration with other Powers. While there 
was no certainty that Italy would be content with any arrangement 
short of the establishment of complete domination over Abyssinia, 
it was obvious that Abyssinia did not intend voluntarily to submit 
to Itahan control, in whatever form it might be disguised. This was 
clear from statements which the Emperor had made from time to 
time to representatives of the European and American press, and 
from a speech which he deUvered before an assembly of notables in 
the Parhament House at Addis Ababa on the 18th July. On this 
occasion the Emperor definitely rejected the idea that a protectorate 
or mandate might be exercised over Abyssinia by any Power or 
Powers, and declared that his country was ready to defend its in- 
dependence to the last man. On the other hand, the Emperor let it 
be known that he was prepared to consider the granting of extensive 
economic concessions to Italians and other Europeans (including a 
concession for the building of an Italian railway, but not including 
the right to control over a railway zone),^ while the possibility of terri- 
torial concessions, on a basis similar to that which the British Govern- 
ment had suggested at the end of June, was also not excluded. 
Moreover, before the three-Power negotiations were actually opened 
in Paris, the British and Erench Governments had apparently ascer- 
tained that the Emperor, provided that the independence of his 
country and his own political supremacy were fully maintained, was 
ready to accept the assistance of European Governments in the ad- 
ministrative and economic organization of his country on lines which 
w'ould afford ample opportunity for foreign economic penetration and 
give a reasonable assurance of security to settlers in Abyssinia and to 
the iiihabitants of adjoming territories. 

Thus, so far as the Abyssiixian standpoint was concerned, there 
appeared to exist the basis for a compromise which would redress 
Italy’s genuine grievariees and give her substantial eoonomio advan- 
tages. It remained to be seen whether Italy’s acceptance of the 
proposa.1 for a conference indicated that she was prepared to oon- 

mv the statement made by an official spokesman to the representative of 
The BaUf Telegraph p, 197, below). 
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sider any settlement which would give her less than she might 
hope to obtain for herself by force of arms . All the signs , unfortunately, 
still pointed in the opposite direction. On the 31st July, for instance, 
(the date of the Council meeting in Geneva), an article in the Popolo 
dPtalia — which, though unsigned, was known to be from Signor 
Mussolini’s pen — had declared that the Italo-Abyssinian problem, 
'with Geneva, without Geneva, against Geneva’, admitted 'but one 
solution’.^ A week later (after the Italian Government had agreed 
to attend the conference in Paris) orders were given for the mobiliza- 
tion of two more divisions ; and on the 15th August (the day on which 
the Paris Conference began) some 150,000 men who belonged to 
classes which had already been called up, but who had been exempt 
hitherto for special reasons, were ordered to report for service by the 
end of September. It was oificially stated that when these new 
measures had been carried out, Italy would have 1,000,000 men 
under arms. 

The opening of the three-Power conference was preceded by in- 
formal conversations in Paris, in which Mr. Eden, who arrived on 
the 13th August for this purpose, Monsieur Laval, and Monsieur 
Tecle Hawariate took part. When Baron Alois! put in an appearance 
on the 15th, the British and French representatives directed their 
first efforts towards obtaining from him a full statement of Italy’s 
case against Abyssinia and of the minimum terms on which she 
would agree to a peaceful settlement. They at once encountered the 
difficulty that Baron Aloisi’s instructions appeared to debar him 
from making any detailed statement of Italy’s demands. He was 
reported to have refused to give any undertaking to refrain from 
the use of force and to have intimated that Italy must either have 
a protectorate over the whole of Abyssinia or absolute control over a 
large area for Italian settlement— basing this claim, apparently, on 
the argument that the 1906 treaty had recognized Italy’s right to 
an exclusive sphere of influence, which was indistinguishable, in the 
Italian view, from a protectorate. Although the conversations were 
suspended in order to allow Baron Aloisi to consult his principal by 
telephone, he remained unable or unwilling to formulate Italy’s 
conditions in precise terms. The British and French representatives 
therefore decided that there was nothing for them to do except draw 
up a settlement, on lines which appeared to them fair and reasonable 
and such as they might recommend with a^^^^g for 

acceptance by Abyssioia, and present it to the Itahan Government 
for approval or rejection. These Anglo-French proposals were trans- 

^ See the passage quoted from this article on p. 20, footnote 2, abov^. 
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mitted to Rome on the evening of Friday the 16th August. Signor 
Mussolini spent the week-end at Benevento and Naples, where he 
reviewed troops who were about to embark for East Africa and as- 
sured them that they were going to a war of conquest and that they 
must be ready to crush every obstacle until they had reached then 
goal. His reply to the Anglo-French communication, wlxich was 
received in Paris on the morning of the 18th August, constituted a 
definite refusal even to discuss the suggestions which had been put 
forward for his consideration. Signor Mussolini’s rejection of the 
Anglo-French plan was communicated by Baron Aloisi to Monsieur 
Laval and Mr. Eden, who decided in their turn that, in view of the 
Italian attitude, there was no basis for further discussion. During 
the evening of the 18th a communique was issued amiouncing the 
indefinite adjournment of the conference. 

The nature of the Anglo-French proposals which were drawn up in 
Paris was indicated as follows by Mr, Eden m his report to the Council 
of the League on the negotiations : 

While not failing to recognize that the situation of Ethiopia might 
call for extensive reforms, it seemed to us that these reforms should be 
freely assented to by Ethiopia in the fullness of her sovereignty and 
without anything being imposed on her contrary to her independence 
or her integrity. As a member of the League of Nations, Ethiopia might 
appeal to the League for the collaboration and assistance necessary to 
assure the economic development and adininistrative reorganization of 
the country, France, the United Kingdom and Italy, as limitrophe 
Powers, would be particularly well qualified to lend this collective assis- 
tance, whether a mission for this purpose were entrusted to them by 
the Council with the assent of EtMopia or whether the Council of the 
League of Nations were to be iavited to give its approval to a treaty con- 
cluded between the three Powers and the Ethiopian Government. 

The work of reorganization was to have extended to the most varied 
fields of national life, such as economic, financial, commercial and con- 
structional development ; foreign settlement ; modernization of adminis- 
trative services ; anti-slavery measures and frontier and other police 
services. The free activity of foreigners in the economic sphere would 
have been respected. 

On the other hand, the collective character of the assistance would not 
have prevented particular account being taken of the special interests of 
Italy, without prejudice to the recognized rights of France and the 
Umted l^gdom. -^^^ ^ 

Finally, we did not examine, but we did not in any way exclude, 
the possibihty of territorial adjustor to which Italy and Ethiopia 
might agree. 

With the break-down of the conference in Paris, the kst hope of a 
peaceful settlenient by negotiation disappeared, and the coholusion 
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that Italy intended to commit an act of aggression in the near 
future could not be avoided. Thus the Governments of the states 
members of the League, in making their preparations for atten- 
dance at the forthcoming sessions of the Council and the Assembly, 
had to decide what course they were to follow in the highly prob- 
able event of their being called upon to declare their attitude in 
regard to the application of Article 16 of the Covenant against 
Italy. 

Once more, no definite lead in the matter was forthcoming from 
either Great Britain or France. The hopes of those who looked to the 
British Government for a lead were raised when it became known 
that Ministers were being asked to interrupt their hoHdays and return 
to London for a Cabinet meeting on the 22nd August, but the result 
of their dehberations, so far as it was made public, disappointed these 
hopes. It was announced that the British Government had decided 
to maintain the closest contact with the French Government and to 
continue diplomatic negotiations with Italy in the interval before the 
4th September, when the Council of the League was to meet ; that 
they had decided to keep the embargo on the export of arms to both 
Italy and Abyssinia in force for the present } and that British policy 
at Geneva would be in accordance with previous declarations that 
aU Great Britain’s obligations under the Covenant would be carried 
out provided that other Powers were equally ready to fulfiOl their 
obligations. 2 Thus the British Government not only gave no indica- 

^ Ten days earlier, on the 12th August, the Abyssinian Government had 
appealed to the League Council to put an end to the restrictions on the supply 
of munitions to Abyssinia. ‘ The Eoyal Italian Government *, it was pointed 
out, ‘is continuing to send troops and ammunition to East Africa; it is cease- 
lessly manufacturing arms and implements of war, with the solemnly avowed 
intention of using them against the Ethiopian Empire. There is no manufac- 
ture in Ethiopia, either public or private, of arms or munitions of war. The 
Imperial Ethiopian Government to-day finds it absolutely impossible to obtain 
means of defence outside its own frontiers. Whenever it attempts to obtain 
them, it meets with prohibitions and export embargoes. Is that re^ neutrality f 
Is it just?’ 

^ The latest statement of British policy had been made by Sir Samuel Hoare 
in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 1st August, in the course of 
a debate on foreign afiairs. The British Government, he declared, approached 
the Itaio-Abyssinian problem 

‘from the realist practical attitude, that admitted its perplexities and was 
determined to make every reasonable efiort to avert war. It was easy and 
perhaps tempting to jump into the arena impetuously, throw down the 
glove and challenge any one who disagreed to fight. Supposing, however, 
that that attitude would destroy for years the basis of international co- 
bpera^on ; supposing the result of that action would^^ c the Lea^e for 
a ^deration to c Eashness, however courageous might bej would 
be fdUy to the point of criminal folly, Moreover 
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tion of what steps, if any, they would be prepared to take to apply 
sanctions against Italy if she should be declared an aggressor ; thc\ 
did not even state in unmistakable terms that they would join in 
pronouncing an Italian attack upon Abyssinia to be an act of aggres- 
sion within the meaning of the Covenant. 

The chief concern of the French Goveimment, now that war in 
East Africa appeared to be inevitable, was to prevent the conflict 
from spreading to Europe, and wdth this object in view they were 
anxious that any discussion of sanctions, even if it could not be 
avoided altogether, should at any rate be postponed until the latest 
possible moment. A meeting of the French Council of Ministers was 
held on the 28th August, but, although it was believed to have 
spent some three hours in discussing the Italo-Abyssinian crisis, the 
official statement which was issued at the end of the meeting con- 
tained no clue as to the policy which Monsieur Laval was likely to 
foUow at Geneva. 

On the same day (the 28th August) a meeting of the Itahan Cabinet 
took place at Bokiano (Botzen), where most of the members of the 
Government, including Signor Mussolini, were staying in order to 
take part in military manoeuvres which were in progress in the Alto 
Adige (the South Tirol). The official communique showed that the 
cautious reserve of the British and French G overnments on the subject 
of sanctions did not prevent the Itahan Government from realizing 
that the apphcation of Article 16 of the Covenant would be a burning 
question at Geneva in a few days’ time. The Council of Ministers 
declared 

to the Italian people and to the other peoples that to speak of sanctions 
is to place oneself on a slope which may possibly lead down to the gravest 
complications. 

The went on to express the opinion that there would 

■■be ■, 

found in the League Council a group of responsible and well-informed 
men ready to reject every hateful and dangerous proposal of sanctions 
against a nation such as Italy ; capable also of remembering that in 

achieve the object for which they acted. So far from averting war, they 
would be more likely to extend its scope. ’ 

The British Government’s pohoy was 

‘the reverse of this rash and dangerous attitude. Nevertheless, we realize 
as keenly as any one the gravity of the issue at stake. We are second to no 
one in; our intention to carry out our obligations under the Treats and 
under the Covenant. Indeed, it is just because we realize the gravity of the 
issues that we are determined to take no rash steps which would make 
. the situation irredeemable.’ 
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preceding and graver cases the League of Nations has neither voted 
nor, much less, been able to apply, sanctions of any kind. 

The Government assured the Italian people 

that the problem of sanctions has been examined by the highest military 
authorities of the regime in all its aspects, and, so far as sanctions of a 
military character are concerned, the decisions and measures necessary 
for facing them have already been taken some time ago. 

In order ‘to guarantee Italy’s economic resistance’ against possible 
developments, the Cabinet decided on the immediate introduction of 
certain economic and financial measures providing inter alia for the 
compulsory cession of credits abroad and the conversion of foreign 
bonds and of Itahan bonds issued abroad, the temporary limitation 
of the dividends of commercial companies, and the employment of 
substitute fuels by owners of public or private motor- vehicles.^ 

In pursuance of the press campaign against Great Britain, which 
had been representing H.M. Government as taking the lead, from 
purely selfish motives, in opposing Italy’s efforts to improve her 
position, the Cabinet’s communique contained assurances that British 
interests would not suffer as a result of Italian action in Abyssinia, 
and a declaration that Italy had no desire to quarrel with Great 
Britain. Italy’s ‘^colonial question’, it was explained, would not ‘have 
repercussions on the European situation’ unless there was ‘a desire 
to run the risk of unloosing a new world war in order to prevent a 
Great Power like Italy from bringing order to a vast country where 
terrible slavery reigns ’ . 

More satisfactory, from the international point of view, was the 
announcement that an Italian representative would attend the League 
Council meeting on the 4th September and that a memorandum was 
being prepared which would set out in full the Italian case against 
Abyssinia. This passage in the Italian Cabinet’s communique 
the apprehension, which had been felt with special strength in France, 
that Italy would resign her membership of the League if the Council 
were to deal with the Italo-Abyssinian dispute in any but the most 
perfunctory manner. Signor Mussolmi’s decision to lay his case before 
the Council meant at least that he recognized the League’s jurisdiction 
in the dispute ; even though it did not appear from the rest of the 
communique that he had the slightest intention of being deflected 
from his path by any action that the Council might take. 

During the last few days of August, took 
place in Paris between Monsieur Laval and the Ambassadors of Italy 

^ See p. 421, below. 


U 



Sect, iv 


178 ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 

and of Grreat Britain, but these did not result in any perceptible 
change in the situation. The only new developments wHeh took 
place before the meeting of the League Council arose out of an an- 
nouncement which was made in Addis Ababa on the 30th August. 
This was to the effect that the Emperor of Abyssinia had granted 
to a British subject, Mr. E. W. Rickett, an exclusive concession foi 
seventy-five years for the exploitation of petroleum and subsidiary 
products in a vast area extending over the whole of the eastern half 
of Abyssinia and comprising the hinterland of Eritrea and of Italian , 
British and French Somahland.^ The accusations which were levelled 
against the British Government when this news was first published 
were subsequently proved to have no foundation in fact." Mr. 
Rickett, though of British nationality, was acting as agent for an 
American company, the African Development and Exploration Com- 
pany, which had been incorporated on the 11th July, 1935, and for 
which the Standard-Vacuum Oil Company, after a preliminary denial, 
ultimately acknowledged responsibility. The British Government 
promptly issued a statement den 3 dng any knowledge of the trans- 
action, and the British Minister in Addis Ababa, Sir Sidney Barton, 
was instructed to advise the Emperor to cancel the concession. 
According to press reports, these British representations elicited a 
refusal from the Emperor to reconsider his decision, and on the 3rd 
September an official communique was issued by the Abyssinian 
Government, which claimed that they were acting within their 
sovereign rights in granting the concession, and declared that they 
were not disposed to change their policy. The stated 

^ A sTimmaxy of the terms of the concession, said to he taken from the official 
text of the contract, was published hy The New York Times on the 1st 
September, 1935. Minerals, other than petroleum, were specifically excluded 
from the concession ; and if precious stones or metals were discovered, a special 
contract would he required for their exploitation. 

According to one report from Addis Ahaha, the concession had been under 
negotiation for three years, hut the American company to which it had been 
offered in the first place (whose agent was an Italian) had refused to accept 
the contract terms proposed by the Abyssinian Government. 

* The three signatories of the 1906 treaty regarding Abyssinia had under- 
taken to act in concert to safeguard the Interests of France and Italy in the 
hinterland of their East African possessions, whereas the British mterests 
referred to in the treaty were those in the Nile Basin. Thus, if the charge against 
the Bntish Government of having ‘done a deal’ with Ahyssmia ha.d been 
proved true, they would have been guilty of neglecting their obligations under 
the 1906 treaty as wed as of reversing thewhole policy which they had followed 
-■':ih'reoent;months.:::V:.^-- 

^ Abyssinia hhd not been a party to the 1906 treaty and had never recognised 
its validity, and she could and did rebut the charge that she was acting in 
defiance of her treaty obligations by granting the concession. 
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explicitly that the British Government had not been involved directly 
or indirectly in the granting of this concession to an American com- 
pany’. 

The immediate advantages which the Ahy ssinians expected to derive 
from this arrangement were presumably financial — ^it was understood 
that the company was prepared to advance a large sum which could 
be used for the purchase of munitions and other stores — ^but no doubt 
they hoped also that the Itahan Government might be restrained by 
the existence of American interests in the territory which they were 
planning to invade. It was precisely this consideration, however, 
which proved fatal to the scheme. The concession ran counter to the 
American pohcy of avoiding any commitment which might involve 
the United States in war, and as soon as the news that a contract had 
been signed was made pubhc, Mr. Cordell Hull made it clear that 
the State Department accepted no responsibility for the protection 
of American interests concerned in the concession. On the 3rd 
September it was announced officially in Washington that the 
Standard-Vacuum Oil Company had sought the advice of the State 
Department on the situation ; that they had been informed that the 
granting of the concession 'had been the cause of great embarrass- 
menb’ to the American Government and to other Governments which 
were 'making strenuous and sincere efforts for the preservation of 
peace ’ ; and that they had accepted the advice which they had received 
to terminate the concession at the earliest possible moment. With 
this decision to cancel the concession, the episode came to an abrupt 
end.^ 

(v) The Consideration ol the Italo-Ahyssinian Dispute by the league 
Council and Assembly; and the Finding that Italy had resorted to War 
in Violation of Article 13 of the Covenant (4th Seplember-7th 
October^ 1936). 

When the League Council met in Geneva on the 4th September, 
1936, under the chairmanship of Senor Ruiz-Guifiazu (Argentina), 
the chairman reminded his colleagues that — ^notwithstanding the 
settlement of the Walwal incident since the Council’s last meeting in 
August^ — ^the Council had 'decided to meet in any event on the 4th 

^ Simultaneously with the cancellation of the Eiokett Concession, the 
Ethiopian Minister in London made it known that a 90-days’ option on a 
concession for the exploitation of Abyssinian mineral resources had been 
negotiated with an American subject, Mr. Leo Chertok, who had a certain 
amount of British backing. In consequence of the official attitude of dis- 
approval in London and Washington, this project also came to nothing. 

® See pp, 170-1, above. 
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September to undertake the general examination, in its various 
aspects, of the relations between Italy and Ethiopia* ; and this time 
the It alo -Ethiopian conflict was given the first place on the agenda 
The proceedings began with Mr. Eden’s promised report on the 
Anglo-Franco-Italian conversations of the ISth-lSth August ^ 
account of their failure, which has been quoted al)OV(^- vas not dis 
puted by Monsieur Laval; and the French Prime Minist(‘r to(»k 
occasion to declare that France recognized the binding eharuidcn* of 
the Covenant; but at the same time he laid more emphasis upon his 
eagerness to play the concihator’s part than upon his determination 
to uphold the Covenant if the attempt at conciliation \verc‘ to lad 
definitively (an attitude from which he never moved so long as lu' 
remained responsible for French foreign policy). Baron Aloisi, who 
spoke next, confirmed Mr. Eden’s report that the Franco- Biit-isli 
proposals had been rejected by Italy, and he brushed aside tlu* setth'- 
ment, that had just been achieved,*** of the Walwal incidemt. He 


presented to the Council a voluminous memorandum sotting forth 
a host of Italian charges against Abyssinia and ho t.ook th(" lim^ 
that 'a state such as Ethiopia’ could 'have equality ueithor of rights 
nor of duties with civilized states and that, ' although she*, was granted 
such equahty — and especially seeing that, when it was granted, 
reliance was placed on her for the future — ^theso’ were 'not ade(iuato 
reasons why the League should persist, to the detriment of the other 
members of the League, in a mistake made in good faith in 1023 \ 
He declared that 'the Italian Government would be failing in its most 
elementary duty did it not cease once and for all to place any con- 
fidence in Ethiopia, reserving full liberty to adopt any measures that ‘ 
might 'become necessary to ensure the safety of its colonics and to 
safeguard its own interests’. Monsieur Jhze (representing Ethiopia) 
thereupon submitted that it was 'an extremely dangerous precedent ’ 
to discuss in the Council the way in which a state member of the 
League was administering its internal affairs, and then to ask 'for 
a death sentence on account of that administration’. He suggested 
that Italy had shifted her ground and presented a new accusation 
because the Walwal incident had now become worthless for lier 
pu^ose. He begged the Council to examine immediately one ca])ital 
point : the question whether in a few days a war of extermination 
would be opened. When, next day (the 6th September), Monsieur 
: -see ,.174. .bo,.. 


riii^ iJeen frequently cited above, see section 

1^35 found m League of Nations Official Journal, November 
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Jeze continued his presentation of the Ethiopian case and declared, 
apropos of the Italian memorandum, that ' the Italian Government, 
having resolved to conquer and destroy Ethiopia, begins by giving 
Ethiopia a bad name', Baron Aloisi rose and left the Council room ; 
and he was followed out, before Monsieur Jeze sat down, by the 
second Italian delegate, Signor Rocco. This time Monsieur Jeze asked 
the Council explicitly for prompt action under Article 15, Paragraph 
3, of the Covenant, as well as under Article 10. 

This meeting of the Council on the 5th September had begun as 
late as 7 p.m — all the earlier part of the day having been occupied 
in strenuous private negotiations in which the Italians had been 
resisting a proposal to refer the dispute, under Article 15 of the 
Covenant, to a committee of five. Baron Aloisi objected both to the 
■|)ro]‘)oscd terms ot reference for the committee and to the proposed 
membership. He did not wish the committee to act under Article 15 ; 
and he did not wish either France or Great Britain to serve on it if 
Italy were not also included. On the other hand, Monsieur Litvinov 
w'^as reported to have decHned an invitation to serve on the proposed 
committee of five, on the ground that the proposal was a subterfuge 
for the purpose of enabling the Council to evade its due responsibUities . 
And, at the short sitting of the Council that evening, at which he was 
the only speaker besides Monsieur J^ze, he rather strongly criticized 
the Italian attitude. 

Like the great majority of my colleagues, I have to make on this 
occasion a statement on a question which does not directly affect the 
interests of our countries, but which may have the gravest consequences 
for the whole of international life, for the fate of the League of Nations, 
for the cause of general peace, and consequently, sooner or later, for 
our own countries. That is why I am bound to declare with regret my 
inability to agree to the attitude which the representative of Italy wishes 
us to adopt. It is true that he made no proposals, but the purport of 
his statement amounts to an invitation to the Council to declare its dis- 
interestedness in the conflict, its indifference, and to pass it by, sanction- 
ing the freedom of action which he requires for his Government , but 
in this way, while basing his proposal on the non-observance and the 
violation of its international obligations by the other party to the con- 
flict, ho invites the members of the Council to repudiate in their turn 
their international obligations, to disregard the Covenant of the League 
of Nations on which, in no little degree, depends the whole edifice of 
international peace and the security of nations. . . . 

Nothing in the Covenant of the League entitles us, however, to dis- 
criminate between members of the League as to their internal regime, 
the colour of their skin, their racial distinctions or the stage of their 
civilization, nor accordingly to deprive some of them of privileges which 
they enjoy in virtue of their membership of the League, and, in the first 
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place, of their inalienable right to integrity and independence. I v(Mit are 
to say that, for the development of backward peoples, for intluimtiiig 
their internal life, for raising them to higher civihzation, other means 
than military may be found. 

The private negotiations were contmued next day (the (ith Septenu- 
ber), and eventually the Itahan opposition was overcome, x\ccor(l- 
ingly, at a meeting of the Council which opened that day at 5 ]).ni , 
the Council, with the Italian delegate abstaining, appoinli^l a 
committee of five of its members ‘to make a general examination of 
Italo-Ethiopian relations and to seek for a pacific settlement'. Tlu' 
five countries chosen for service on the committee were the United 
Kingdom, Prance, Poland, Spain and Turkey ; and the Spanish rt'])re- 
sentative, Senor de Madariaga, was appointed chairman. The com- 
mittee held eleven meetings in all between the 7th SoptemlK'r, IDih"), 
and the 24th, and by the 18th its chairman was able to communicatt' 
a scheme to the representatives of Ethiopia and Italy. Before giving 
an account of the genesis and gist of this scheme, it will be convenient 
to record the events which were taking place, outside the walls of the 
committee-room, during the days when the Committee of Five was 
at work. 

At its first meeting, the Committee of Five requested its chairman 
to inform the two disputants that the committee, ‘conscious of its 
responsibilities for seeking a pacific settlement of the dispute, relied 
upon the Governments concerned to see that nothing was done which 
might disturb or endanger its work’. The Ethiopian delegation 
replied that ‘nobody could appreciate the committee’s recommenda- 
tion more highly than that delegation’. On the other hand, Baron 
Aloisi was reported to have flatly refused, in a personal mterview with 
the chairman of the committee, to give the undertaking asked for. 
The contrast between the attitudes of the two delegations at Genova 
was underlined by pronouncements made at Addis Ababa and at 
Asmara. At the capital of the Ethiopian Empire on the 6th September 
the Emperor issued a statement in which he laid down that ‘tlie 
question of political expediency must not predominate over justice’. 
At the capital of Eritrea on the 8th, Signor Mussolini’s son-in-law 
Count Ciano — ^the Italian Minister for the Press and Propaganda, 
who was now serving in Africa with the Italian Air Force— broadcast 
in English an address to the American people in which he declared 
that Italy was ‘in any case decided ... to consider as closed for over 
the period of attempts at pacific collaboration with Ethiopia’, and 
that the Italian people were ‘ready to assume the gravest respon- 
sibilities ’ should those become necessary. 
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On the 9th September, at Berlin, a newly appointed Italian Am- 
bassador was officially received by Herr Hitler, and the Ambassador 
and the Euhrer exchanged addresses (bearing marks of having been 
carefully worked out in agreement beforehand) in which some pointed 
allusions were made to Italo-German co-operation and community 
of interest On the 11th, however, at Rome, it was officially denied 
that the Italian Government had proposed the negotiation of an 
Italo-German non-aggression pact. It might be inferred that Signor 
Mussolini wished to frighten France with the bogy of an Italo- 
German rapprochement, but this without driving her to despair. 
Meanwhile, on the 10th, it was announced in the Fascist Party Order 
Sheet of the day that, in the near future, there was to be a one-day 
‘ general assembly of the forces of the regime ' throughout Italy and 
her colonies, and that the signal would be given by the ringing of the 
church-bells, hooting of sirens and rolling of drums. It was against 
the background of these menacing Itahan gestures that the issues 
raised by the Italo-Abyssinian conflict were discussed at Geneva on 
the 10th September between Monsieur Laval and Sir Samuel Hoare 
in private, and were then expounded in public, on the 1 1th September, 
in the League Assembly, by the British Secretary of State. 

At the time, the Laval-Hoare consultations of the 10th September 
attracted little public attention, since their purport was not divulged 
and no hint was given of their actual importance, whereas the 
imagination of the public was caught and captivated by Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s immediately following pronouncement, with its apparent 
promise of whole-hearted loyalty to the League Covenant on the 
British Government’s part. The forcefulness of the speech was such 
as to stifle, for the moment, any uneasy feeling that, in the hght of 
the past policy of the United Kingdom Government, this declaration 
of faith was too good to be true If, however, the understanding 
reached privately on the previous day by Sir Samuel Hoare and 
Monsieur Laval had been known to the World by the time when Six 
Samuel’s speech was delivered, that speech might have been read 
in a rather different sense from the interpretation which its author 
allowed his world-wide audience to place upon it. 

The Laval-Hoare understanding of the 10th September, 1935, was 
eventually divulged, not by Sir Samuel Hoare, but by Monsieur 
Laval in statements made to the Chamber of Deputies in Paris on 
the 17th and the 28th December, 

On the 10th September [Monsieur Laval told the Chamber on the 
latter occasion], I had some conversations at Geneva with Sir Samuel 
Hoare and Mr. Eden. Conversations about what ? We were convinced 
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that our first effort at conciliation had failed and that hostilities w('r(' 
going to begin almost immediately. We turned all our attention to the 
question of how the mechanism of collective security should be put into 
operation. Without waiting for the official meeting of the Oounc‘il, w(' 
discussed and exammed — ^in that spirit of close co-operatioii whi(‘h ought' 
always to ammate French and British statesmen — the grave situation 
with which the World was gomg to be confronted by the 1 talo- Ethiopian 
War. We found ourselves instantaneously in agreement upon ruling out- 
mihtary sanctions^ not adopting any measure of naval blockade, never 
contemplating the closure of the Suez Canal — in a word, rubng out (‘very- 
thing that might lead to war. 

The last sentence here quoted from Monsieur LavaFs statement 
is in some measure misleading because it is incomplete. The wliole 
truth was that in order to coax out of Monsieur Laval a reluctant- 
consent to align himself with his British colleague to the extent of 
advocating the imposition of an imperfect set of economic sanct ions, 
Sir Samuel Hoare agreed on this occasion to put on one side for the 
time any consideration of the more drastic measures named in 
Monsieur LavaFs catalogue Neither on this occasion nor at any 
time, before or after, during his tenure of office as Foreign Secretary, 
did Sir Samuel Hoare commit himself, vis-a-vis Monsieur Laval, to 
an undertaking never in any circumstances to contemplate military 
sanctions^ (and in this context it may be mentioned, by anticipation, 
that in regard, likewise, to the subsequent question of imposing an 
oil sanction, Sir Samuel Hoare kept the same free hand throughout). 
At the same time, the incompleteness and the misleadingnoss of 

^ This amendment to Monsieur Laval’s account of his agreomout with Bir 
Samuel Hoare on the 10th September, 1935, is borne out by the following ques- 
tion aud answerm the House of Commons at Westminster on the 2nd March, 1036: 

‘ Mr . Cocks (Broxtowe, Lab .) asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Ailairs 
whether any pledges or assurances were given by His Majesty’s Crovernment 
m 1935 to the French Government relative to the attitude to be maintained 
by this country at Geneva towards the imposition of mihtary sanctions, 
towards the closing of the Suez Canal, towards any measure whi(*.h might 
lead to a blockade, and towards the withdrawal of Ambassadors from Homo 
respectively ,• if so, whether he would give the dates upon wliicli sucli pledgees 
or assurances were given ; and whether they still had binding force. 

Viscount Cranbome, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs (Dorset S., U ) 
--No pledges or assurances have been given by His Majesty’s Government 
which bmd them as to their attitude in the future as regards any of th (4 
matters to ■wMch the hon. member refers. It was, however, tuiderstood 
between His Majestj’s G-ovemment and the French Government at Geneva 
m September last that in their view any collective action to be taken acainst 
Italy under .Article 16 of the Covenant should, in the first instance, be con- 
fined to certain economic and financial measures taken under the first para- 
^aph of that article. His Majesty’s Government have repeatedly ms^e it 
clear that they would not in any event take isolated action. On this point I 
wo^ifid refer the hon. member to page 4 of the recent White Paper (Cmd. 
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Monsieur Lavars statement are relegated, by the actual subsequent 
course of events from the 10th September, 1935, onwards, to a plane 
on w-hich any importance that they may there retain is theoretical 
rather than factual. For Sir Samuel Hoare’s free hand was in fact 
never used to strike a blow , and from the practical point of view it 
makes little difference whether the owner of a hand which has done 
no handiwork has allowed a neighbour to tie the passively offending 
member behind his back or has himself kept it voluntarily in his 
pocket. In fact, therefore. Monsieur Laval’s statement hits the nail 
almost accurately on the head; for, on the 10th September, 
1935, at Geneva, Monsieur Laval and the two similarly responsible 
representatives of the Government of the United Kingdom laid 
down, in free discussion on an equal footing,^ the bases of a joint 
Anglo-French foreign policy which from that moment was followed 
out — by Monsieur Flandm in succession to Monsieur Laval, and by 
IVIr. Eden in succession to Sir Samuel Hoare — ^until the bitter end 
of an unchecked war of aggression which reached its military termina- 
tion, seven months after the opening of hostihties, in a complete 
military victory of the aggressor over his victim. 

It will be seen that the private agreement of the 10th September, 
and not the public speech of the 11th, was the historic event of which 
Geneva was the scene in those few days. When Sir Samuel Hoare 
immediately proceeded to speak, as he did speak, in the League 
Assembly, and when thereafter Mr. Baldwin and his political associates 
tookthisproclamationof loyalty to the League of Nations as the main 
plank in an electioneering campaign through which they obtained 
another four or five years’ tenure of office, the most charitable account 
of their conduct would be that they were bluffing, while, on a harsher 
interpretation, they were deliberately throwing dust in the eyes of the 
electorate of the United Kingdom and of the Governments andpeoples 
of all the states members of the League whom they persuaded to 
participate in the imposition of economic sanctions. By comparison 
with such conduct as this on the part of the Government of the 
United Eongdom, the conduct of Monsieur Laval was frank and con- 
sistent. And it was not open to British Ministers to plead in self- 
exculpation that no pledge that the United Kingdom would ever go 
to war in fulfilment of the Covenant was to be found either in Sir 
Samuel Hoare ’s speech of the 11th September or in ‘the National 
Parties’ ’ subsequent election-addresses. For both the speech and the 

^ The equality of the footing on which the Anglo-French negotiations were 
conducted throughout was underlined by Monsieur Laval in the Chamber on 
the 28th December, 1935. 
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election-campaign programme created — and were assuredly caleu- 
lated to create — ^the impression that, in the Italo-Aliyssinian oonfUct, 
it was the intention of ]\Ir. Baldwin’s Government to fulfil ilu‘ir 
obligations under the Covenant by doing as many of the things 
laid down in Article 16 as might be necessary in this case in ordcu' 
to frustrate the aggressor effectively; and it was manifest that, in 
the circumstances, this measure of fulfilnient — which ^A’as the least 
that loyalty demanded — might involve the sanction-taking Powers 
m that state of war with the aggressor which was explicitly en- 
visaged, in the text of Article 16, as a possible consequence of the 
Article’s application.^ 

^ In order to complete the foregoing essay in a oomparisou hot ween the 
moral merits — nr demerits — of Monsieur Laval’s conduct and the British 
Government’s, it would be necessary to distmguish tho points in which the 
responsibility of British Mmisters was collective from those in which iti was 
individual; and this distinction is difficult to establish without inaidc* know- 
ledge. At the same time, we jnay perhaps not be in danger of shooting very 
wide of the mark if we surmise (i) that the text of the speech delivered ati 
Geneva hy Sir Samuel Hoare on the 11th September, 1935, had been seen and 
approved beforehand by Mr. Baldwin in London; (u) that in taking this 
ostensibly strong hne in championship of the Covenant, Mr. Baldwin and vSir 
Samuel Hoare were bluffing — v%8-d-vi8 Italy and Abyssinia and tbo rest of the 
states members of the League — in the sense that they were making a profession 
of active loyalty to the Covenant without intending to go tho whole length 
(up to and including war) to which the terms of Article 16 actually required 
and pledged the states members to go in case of this being necessary for the 
effective fulfilment of the article (this seems to follow from the words spoken by 
Mr. Baldwm in the House of Commons at Westminster on the ISth May, 1934, 
which he recalled and reaffirmed (see p. 450, below) at Wishaw on the 20tli 
June, 1936); (iii) that in playing this rather hazardous game of bluff in tho 
field of foreign policy, both Mr. Baldwm and Sir Samuel Hoare were singlc- 
mindedly concerned to give the League of Nations, in its approaching ordeal, 
the utmost measure of Bntish support which it was possible for a British 
Government to give on a basis of limited British liability, and that neither of 
these two statesmen was actuated, in embarking on this adventure in foreign 
policy, by any intention of making party capital out of it in tho field of the 
domestic politics of the United Kingdom; (v) that the unexpected populanty 
and prestige which were reaped at home, as well as abroad, by ‘the National 
Government’ in the United Kingdom from the effects of Sir Samuel Hoaro’s 
Geneva speech upon pubhc feeling did move the party organizations of th<i 
parties collaborating in ‘the National Government’ to advise Mr. Baldwin 
that the situation was propitious for a general election, and that representations 
were made to the P^e Minister from these quarters that this opportunity 
ought not to be let slip ; (vi) that Mr. Baldwin acquiesced in this demand from 
his own pohtical organizers that the popularity of the Government’s pro- 
clamation of loyalty to the League of Nations should be turned to domcHtie 
pohtic^ account— though he was not himself the originator of this idea, and 
had. not had it m mind at the time when he approved, in advance, the text of 
his Foreign Secretary’s speech ; ( viL) that before, during, and after the election 
campai^ m the Umted Kingdom in the autumn of 1935, Mr. Baldwin allowed 
the electorate (without ‘putting them wise’) to read a great deal more into 
biT bamuel Hoare’s speech than the Government intended — not, perhaps, to 
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It is in the light of these facts, which were not publicly known at 
the time, that Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech of the 11th September must 
be judged. The text itself need not be summarized here, since it is 
printed in full in the volume of documents accompanying this Survey, 
while the passage dealing with the possibilities of ‘peaceful change’ 
in the matter of raw materials is examined in another part of the 
companion volume of the Survey itself for the year 1935.^ In this 
place, it will be sufficient to cite certain passages of the speech which 
may explain the profound effect which it produced, not only in the 
Assembly hall, but throughout the World. 

Wc should be shirking our responsibilities ... if those of us who hold 
strong views as to the League and its future did not frankly and boldly 
express them. . . . It is . . . necessary when the League is in a time of 
real difficulty for the representative of the United Kingdom to state his 
view and to make it as clear as he can, first, that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the British people maintain their support of the League and its 
ideals as the most effective way of ensuring peace, and, secondly, that 
this behef in the necessity for preserving the League is our sole mterest 
in the present controversy. No selfish or impenahst motives enter into 
our minds at all. . . . The ideas enshrmed in the Covenant, and in par- 
ticular the aspiration to establish the rule of law in international affairs, 
have appealed . . . with growing force to the strain of idealism which has 
its place m our national character, and they have become a part of our 
national conscience. . . . The League stands, and my country stands 
with it, for the collective maintenance of the Covenant in its entirety, 
and particularly for steady and collective resistance to all acts of un- 
provoked aggression. The attitude of the British nation in the last few 
weeks has clearly demonstrated the fact that this is no variable and un- 
reliable sentiment, but a principle of international conduct to which 
they and their Government hold with firm, enduring and universal per- 
sistence. There, then, is the British attitude towards the Covenant. I 
caimot believe that it will be changed so long as the League remains an 
etfcctivo body and the main bridge between the United Kingdom and 
the Continent remains intact. 

It was these passages, and others in the same vein, that made the 
dominant impression upon the minds of Sir Samuel Hoare’s colleagues 
in the Assembly, and of his readers everywhere. And while his world- 
wide audience might be (perhaps unduly) sceptical about his conten- 
tion that British pohey was not influenced in this case by a concern 
for local British interests in East Africa, and also (perhaps justifiably) 
sceptical about his further contention that the British Government 
had never wavered in their support of the League since the day when 

convey (on the assumption that they were bluffing), but actually to perform 
(if and when their bluff should be called). 

^ t^UTvey f<yr 1935, vol. i, Part III, section (i) (a). 
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the Covenant had come into force nearly sixteen years back, his 
speech did implant a widespread conviction that now, at any ra-U', 
the Government at Westminster had made up their minds lo stand 
by their obligations under the Covenant — and this against tlie Ihreat 
of an act of aggi^ession on the part of a Great rower— -with that 
courage and that energy which they had conspicuously failed to show 
in their attitude towards Japan in and after September 10;n , 

This apparent promise of a courageous and energetic British initia- 
tive in the championship of the Covenant in the Italo-Abyssmian 
dispute was, indeed, qualified by the following passage in Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s speech: 

If the burden is to be borne, it must bo borne collectively. If risks 
for peace are to be run, they must be run by all. The secMinty of llu' 
many cannot be ensured solely by the efforts of a few, howev('r po\v(Tful 
they may be. On behalf of His Majesty’s Government in the Unit(^cl 
Kmgdom, I can say that, in spite of these difficulties, that (h)vernment 
will be second to none in its intention to fulfil, within the measure of its 
capacity, the obligations which the Covenant lays upon it. 

Students of the speech on the morrow of its delivery might bo 
pardoned for missing the possible significance of this proviso, which 
was indeed neither logically incompatible with the rest of the speech 
nor unreasonable in itself. They might not guess that, during the 
coming months, the formula sot out in this passage would govern the 
British Government’s policy at least as powerfully as all the rest of 
the Foreign Secretary’s speech put together. And they certainly 
co^d not guess that, only the day before, Sir Samuel Hoare had 
privately agreed with Monsieur Laval to water down, in the Italo- 
Abyssinian case, the obligations undertaken in Article 16 of the 
Covenant as far as concerned the initial action, at any rate, of 
the two strongest and most responsible of the states members of the 
League whose duty it was to fulfil their covenanted pledges by frus- 
trating the Italian aggressor’s assault upon his Abyssinian victim. 

It was, therefore, the positive element in Sir Samuel Hoaro’s speech 
that evoked an immediate response in the Assembly during the en- 
suing debate, which lasted from the 11th September to the Uth 
inclusive. The British Secretary of State’s fine words received hearty 
support from the representatives of Norway, Sweden, Finland, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, the states members of the Little Entente and 
the Balkan Entente, Haiti, the Union of South Africa, the Irish Free 
State^ and New Zealand, and more cautious support from the repre- 

^ Mr. de Valera’s speech— which was distinguished by a characteristic in- 
telleotual sincerity and religious fervour— was an act of high political integrity 
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fcseutatives of Belgium, Australia, and Canada. Monsieur Litvinov 
followed a separate road to the same destination. And the most 
striking result of all was the undisguisedly rueful yet apparently 
definite rally of Monsieur Laval himself^ to the support of the 
(We 11 ant. 

France [her Prime Minister declared] is loyal to the Covenant . . . the 
Covenant is oiir international law. . . . All our agreements with our 
fiiends ami Aviih oiir allies are now concluded through Geneva, or cul- 
minate at Geneva. . . , Our obligations are inscribed m the Covenant: 
Fi'anco will not shirk them. 

At the same time, Monsieur Laval adroitly underlined the apphea- 
tion of Sir Samuel Hoare’s declaration of faith to other occasions. 

Sir Samuel Hoare told us, the day before yesterday, that it was the 
desire of the United Kingdom to associate itself unreservedly with the 
system of collective security. He affirmed that this desire was, and would 
continue to be, the guiding principle of the United Kangdom’s inter- 
national policy. His words have nowhere been received with more 
satisfaction than in Prance. No country can better appreciate and deter- 
mine the scope of such an engagement. The spirit of solidarity in the 
matter of responsibilities of aU kinds, in ah circumstances and at ah 
times and places, which is implied for the future by such a statement, 
marks an epoch in the history of the League. I rejoice at this, and so 
does my country, which understands the vital necessity of close collabora- 
tion with the United Kmgdom in defence of peace and for the safe- 
guarding of Europe. 

Nor did Monsieur Laval let slip the opportunity of stiU holding 
open the door for a direct settlement of the East African question 
with Italy : 

It is not without emotion that, after having signed the Rome agree- 
ments, 1 now speak of the dispute which is'weighmg so heavily on our 
Assembly. On the 7th January last, Signor Mussohni and I, acting, not 
only in the mterests of our two countries, but also in that of the peace 
of Europe, reached a final settlement of all our differences. Conscious 
of the immense value of the Franco-ItaUan friendship, I have left nothing 
undone to prevent any blow to the new policy happily established 
between France and Italy. At Stresa, together with the delegates of 
the United Kingdom Government, we found the head of the Italian 
Government imbued with the same desire and the same will to serve the 
cause of peace, I know he is prepared to persevere in this collaboration. 

and courage, considering the state of the relations between the Irish Free 
State and the United. J^gdom, and the capital which might he made, by 
Mr. de Valera’s enemies m his own household, out of a speech which imght, for 
Irish party purposes, be construed as ‘pro -British’. 

^ Monsieur Laval was reported to have been influenced not only by the un- 
expected resoluteness of Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech hut also by the pressure 
of his own colleagues on the French delegation, MM. Herriot and Paul-Boncour. 
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I need say no more to show how much importance 1 attach to t lu‘ main- 
tenance of such solidarity in the interests both ot the Euro ] kmu c‘om- 
munity and of general peace. I have spared no eilort at c‘oueilialu>n. . . 
The task is doubtless a difficult one, but I still do not think it hupeli‘.s< * 

Among the other speakers, Senhor Monteiro (Portugal), -Mr. iv 
Water (South Africa), and Monsieur Teclo Hawariate (Ethiopia,) 
deserve quotation.^ 

One passage in Senhor Monteiro's speech was tragically prophetic . 

Collective security would be worth httlo if it did not safeguard tlu' 
integrity of each national territory and the political indopendt^ncH' of<iIl 
nations ; and that against conquest, of course, but also against any deci- 
sions not freely accepted. For my part, 1 must say tliat tlien^ is one 
thing I loathe even more than war, and thaL is spoliation by ])i'ocedure. 
Collective security must be the guarantee of the free and peaceful 
exercise of national sovereignty. 

Mr. te Water gave a striking exposition of the aspect wliich the 
menace of aggression by a Em'opean Power against an African 
country wore in the eyes of another African people. 

European nations, and particularly those who arc uitercHtcd in the 
African Continent, should imderstand that the people of South Afn<*a 
are moved deeply by policies which appear to thorn to bo cUrocted onct' 

again to the threat of a now partition of Africa by European Powers 

European action in Africa leaves always its permanent mark, and how 
often in the long history of Africa has the mark not become a deeply 
reacting scar ! . . . A partition of Africa, outside tho covering blanki^t df 
the Lea^e, is fraught with danger and menace — danger to tho advtmtur- 
ing nations themselves, danger to the Black peoples of iirica, and 
menace to our own White civilization, now, after centuries of trial and 
sacrifice, so firmly, and, we believe, beneficently established in Southern 
Africa. ... We are facing at this moment the possible destruction ... of 
one of the last surviving sovereignties in Africa . * . tho capitalization 
by Europe of the still thinly overlaid war-mindedness, the savage and 
warlike instincts, of Black Africa — ^the training of tho teemmg Black 
races of Africa for war. ... If that crime is to be permitted, if Africa is 
to be conscripted by Europe for its own purposes and designs, armed 
Africa wiU, we profoundly believe, in its due and patient time, rise and 
overthrow, as it has done before, in its long and dark history, and revert 
to that Black barbarism which it has been our difficult destiny in the 
South to penetrate and enlighten. . . . And so my Government and the 
whole people of my country, both Black and White, view with deep 

^ Sfr Samuel Hoare, too, for his part, had made a direct personal appeal to 
Italy in an address broadcast from Geneva on the evening of the 12th Septcmbei . 

Lack of space forbids the addition of quotations from the speech dohvered 
by General Nemours (Haiti), the representative of a country which— as an 
American Eepublio whose citizens were of Black African race and of French 
European culture — ^had a triple claim to be listened to when it made its voice 
heard on this occasion. 
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concern, and with an anxiousness born of the instinctive knowledge of 
its consequences, the slow and apparently relentless march of the disease 
of war into our contmcnt. Let it never be forgotten: the long memory 
of Black Africa never forgets and never forgives an injury or an in- 
j ustice ^ 

Monsieur Tcclo Hawariate spoke with a masterly moderation : 

I desire first of all to express my deep gratitude to all those members 
of the League which, in accordance with the Covenant, have guaranteed 
the territorial integrity and political mdependenco of my country by 
admitting it to the League of Nations as a member. . . We are a Christian 
people with a very old tradition, and we aspire only to hve m peace and 
friendship with the whole World. This people is to-day threatened with 
a violation of its national mtegrity. Nevertheless, we, who have been 
described as ‘barbarians’, have given manifold proofs of our groat 
toleration, our spirit of patience and our sincere humihty. ... If it is 
desired to enhance the woU-bemg of Ethiopia, this cannot be done by 
war. Hearts will not thus be won or union cemented ; rather will the 
coloured races regard warlike action as a threat to their own pecuhar 
culture, and will see their very existence thi-catcned, under the cloak of 
civilization. Their faith in the civilizmg mission of Europe will bo 
destroyed and they will lose their trust in it. . . . The threat not only to 
[Ethiopia’s] security but to its very existence as a nation is growing from 
hour to hour, and the Ethiopian people is waitmg in increasmg distress 
of mmd as the fatal moment approaches, and addresses yet more 
urgently a supreme appeal to the heart of humanity This appeal it 
sends out to all men and women of goodwill throughout the World, 
that they may not allow this great injustice to be done and the soil of 
Africa to bo stained with the blood of their brethren. May peace reign ; 
and may the Ethiopian people be allowed in that peace to collaborate 
in the development of civilization m Africa, and in working for the estab- 
lishment of the Elingdom of God on Earth. Such is our supremo desire 
Strong in the justice of our intentions, we commend our cause to the 
sovereign protection of the League of Nations, of which this high As- 
sembly is the supreme expression. 

The total effect of this debate in the League Assembly on the 1 1th- 
14th September, 1935, was to array the public opinion of the World 
against the Italian threat of aggression ; and on the 14th an Italian 
counterblast was discharged in the form of a communique on a meeting 
between Signor Mussolini and his Cabinet. The Italian Cabinet was 
^put on record’ (in the American phrase) as reaffirming ‘in the most 
explicit manner that the Italo-Abyssiiiian problem’ did ‘not admit 
of a compromise solution’* Italian preparations in East Africa were 
announced to be ‘proceeding with great intensity’, and ‘the provision 
of war supplies ... at an intensified but regular pace ’ . A covert threat 

^ Mr. te Water followed Sir Samuel Hoare’s example by broadcasting an 
address from Geneva after the dehvery of his speech before the Assembly. 
Mr. te Water’s speech and address were both made on the 13th September. 
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to the British Empire might perhaps he detected in the ne^^s that 
reinforcements of Italian defences in Libya were in progress : and a 
defiance of aU and sundry breathed in the Luce's assnran(‘(^ that the 
total of the Italian forces — ^miKtary, naval and air — was sul'litaent to 
meet any threat, from whatever source it might come Sir Sannu‘1 
Hoare^s and Monsieur Laval’s declarations, at Geneva, of loyalty to 
the Covenant were dismissed as being mere lip-service: hut on tlu^ 
other hand Monsieur Laval’s reaflSrmation, in the same context, oi' 
Prance’s friendship with Italy was taken up eagerly. 

This friendship Italy iutends to develop and to streugtiu^Ti not only 
in the interests of the two countries but also m the int(‘rc‘sts of Huropeun 
co-operation, which cannot be broken by a conflict of a colonial chura<‘tei‘ 
or by the use of sanctions which were never speoifit^d and u(^\'er applied 
in far graver previous controversies between mcmb(H*s of llu» ijeagu<‘ of 
Nations. 


The attitude displayed in this communique was accentuated in un 
interview, given by Signor Mussolini to a correspondent of Lv Matin. 
which was published on the 17th September. 


We have had a sincere and faithful friendship with the British jx^oph^ 
for many years, but to-day we find it monstrous that a nation which 
dominates the World refuses us a wretched plot of ground in the African 
sm. Mar^ times and in every way I have given the assurance to ( treat 
iiritain that her mterests in Abyssinia would be scrupulously safi*- 
guarded. But the interests for which she is so strongly oi>posing us are 

other interests and she does not say so It is not a game of poker 

We shaU go straight ahead. . . . Never from our side will come any ho.Htilci 
act against a European nation. But if one is committed against us — 
well, it m^ns war. Italy does not want it, but she is not afraid of it. 

involved in a colonial policing operation, such as 
inland and Prance have carried out in turn, docs one want millions 


The references to Monsieur Laral, and to Prance, in these two Italian 
pronouncements gare rise to a rumour that Monsieur Laval’s public 
pledge, to the states members of the League, of Franco’s loyalty to 
the Covenant had been qualified by a private pledge to Signor 
MussoM that France would not take part in any military sanctions 
aga^t Italy m any circumstances. It would have startled the World 
to have learnt that, whatever Monsieur Laval might or might not 
^ve proimsed to Signor Mussolini, Monsieur Laval and Sir Samuel 
Hoare had actually, both of them, provisionally agreed not to take 

nuhtary sanctions— and this in the form of an understanding with 
one another! " vu. 

AU this time, the League CouncU’s Committee of Five had been at 
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work at Geneva ; and on the 18th September the chairman communi- 
cated to the Ethiopian and Italian representatives a note setting out 
the basis of a scheme of international assistance for Ethiopia under 
the League’s auspices, together with "information furnished by the 
representatives of France and the United Kingdom ’ which was in fact 
an integral part of the plan. 

The scheme was based on certain opportunities which had already 
been offered — partly by the Ethiopian Government and partly by 
the French and British Governments — of going some way towards 
meeting Italy’s complaints (as far as those complaints had ever been 
made public, and as far as any statement of Italy’s ostensible com- 
])laints could be taken as evidence of her underlying aims in regard 
to Abyssinia). On the one hand, Abyssinia had signified her readiness 
to fall in with the Anglo-French suggestion — made to Italy in the 
abortive three-Power conversations in August,^ and reported to the 
Council by Mr Eden on the 4th September^ — ^that, ^as a member of 
the League of Nations, Ethiopia might appeal to the League for the 
collaboration and assistance necessary to assure’ her "economic 
development and administrative reorganization’. In his statement 
before the Council on the 5th September, Monsieur Jeze had been able 
to announce that the Ethiopian Government, 

having placed its entire confidence m the League and in the Covenant, 
... is ready to hearken to the disinterested counsels which may be given 
it m carrymg out the reforms to which it has set its hand. There are 
in the League cortam bodies whose mission it is to aid the efforts of 
reforming Governments with their disinterested advice. It is this dis- 
interested advice that the Ethiopian Government asks of the League, 
with the firm resolve to listen to it and to foUow it. 

On the other hand, the French and British Governments made a 
contribution towards the Committee of Five’s work by informing the 
committee that they were ready to make concessions at the expense 
of their own national interests. They not only signified their willing- 
ness to resign to Italy aU economic advantages in Abyssinia which 
the Abyssinian Government might be willing to accord to any foreign 
Power (with a reservation in favour of "the recognized interests of 
France and the United Kingdom under all agreements already in 
force ’).® They also declared themselves "ready to facilitate territorial 

^ See p. 174, above ® See p. 180, above. 

* The chief agreements with regard to French and British economic interests 
in Abyssinia were the Anglo-Abyssinian agreement regarding Lake Tana of 
the 18th March, 1902 ; the concession granted by the Emperor Menelik on the 
0th March, 1 894, to a French company for the construction of the Djibouti- 
Addis Ababa Railway; the Anglo -Franco -Italian agreement of the 13th 
December, 1906; and the Auglo-Italian exchange of notes of the 14th-20th 

IT o 
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adjustments between Italy and Ethiopia hy offering Ethiopia, it 
necessary, certain sacrifices in the region of the Somaliland coast- . 
Thus France now associated herself with the proposal whic’h Mr 
Eden had made to Signor Mussolini, in regard to the westi^ni ex- 
tremity of British Somaliland, in June and although that Brit ish 
proposal had been curtly rejected by the Italian dictator, it> was 
perhaps conceivable that Signor Mussolini might be willing to con- 
sider the exchanges on a larger scale that might have become leasihle 
now that France had consented to add her territorial contribution to 
Great Britain’s. 

The text of the Committee of Five’s scheme for the administra-tivi^ 
reorganization of the Ethiopian Empire need not bo summarized here, 
since it is printed in the accompanying volume of documents.^ It 
will be sufficient to observe that the committee drafted its ])lan in 
the light of two governing considerations : the obligation of respecting 
the independence, territorial integxity and security of all states 
members of the League, and the necessity of ensuring good neigh- 
bourly relations between them. The committee did not adopt the 
Anglo-French suggestion, made to the Italian Government in August, 
that ‘France, the United Kingdom and Italy, as limitrophe Powers, 
would be particularly well qualified to ’ act for the League. The com- 
mittee not only refrained from proposing that the foreign specialists, 
with whose assistance the reforms in Abyssinia were to be carried 
out, should be recruited exclusively among British, French and Italian 
nationals ; they also refrained from proposing that the specialists, of 
whatever nationality they might be, should be representatives of their 
own respective national Governments. Instead, it was proposed that 
these specialists should be appointed by the Emperor of Ethiopia on 
the nomination, or with the endorsement, of a delegate of the League 
of Nations who was himself to be appointed by the Council of the 
League with the Emperor’s agreement. The original Anglo-French 
proposal had threatened to have the effect of placing Abyssinia under 
a three-power Anglo-Franco-Italian mandate like the threc-Power 
United Kingdom-Australian-New Zealand mandate for Nauru. ^ The 
Committee of Five’s proposal offered Abyssinia international assis- 
tance on the same basis as, though of a wider scope than, the assis- 
tance which the League had already given to China at the Chinese 

December, 1925. The text of the last three of these documents was published 
in L" Europe Nouvelle of the 12tb January, 1929 (see also tlie Survey for 
pp. 213 seqq., and tbe present volume, pp. 27, 39-40, 158, 178 n.y above), 

^ See p. 160, above. 

^ Documents on International Affairs y 10S5y vol. ii 

^ See tbe Survey for 1926, pp. 396-7, 400. 
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Government’s own instance and, on the face of it, the scheme might 
have been so administered as to meet the two considerations, quoted 
above, which the committee had taken as its guiding principles. On 
the other hand, in its practical application this scheme, like any 
other, would no doubt have been subject to pressure from the Italian 
side to allow it to be abused for the illegitimate purpose of facilitating 
an imperialistic Italian penetration of the Ethiopian Empire, and 
there was at least one suggestion in the scheme that was decidedly 
ominous from this point of view. The proposed mission of foreign 
police and gendarmerie specialists was to be responsible, among other 
things, for 'ensuring security in agricultural areas where Europeans 
may bo numerous and whore local administration may not be suffi- 
ciently developed to provide them with adequate protection’. And 
this might be read as a device for promoting an Italian colonization 
of Abyssinia under the League’s auspices.^ In fact, the Committee of 
Five’s scheme, as finally drawn, was reported to have been accepted 
only with some misgiving, and even repugnance, by the Turkish 
representative on the committee ; and, at a private meeting of the 
(Joimcil which preceded the public meeting on the 2()th September, 
Monsieur Riislu Aras appears to have given voice once more to the 
objections which ho had already expressed in the committee, and to 
have received support from both Monsieur Titulescu and Monsieur 
Litvinov. 

However, this question of possible flaws in the Committee of Five’s 
scheme never ceased to be an academic question from first to last, 
since the scheme was rejected by Signor Mussolini as promptly and 
brusquely as its Anglo-French predecessor. Already, on the 18th, on 
the strength of the first accounts of the scheme in the press, Signor 
Mussobni told a representative of The Daily Mail that the new 
proposals were 'not only unacceptable but derisory’. 

The suggestion is apparently made that Italy’s need for expansion in 
East Africa should be met by the cession to her of a couple of deserts — 
one, of salt, the other of stone. They are the desorts of Danakil and 
Ogaden, ... It looks as if the Committee of the League thinks I am a 
coUeotor of deserts. I got 110,000 square miles of Saharan desert from 
the French a little while ago Do you know how many inhabitants 
there are in that desolate area ? Sixty-two.^ 

^ See tlie Survey/ for 103 J, pp. 39()-7 , the Purvey for 1933, pp. 469-70, 51G-17 ; 
and the Survey for 193^, pp. 648-9, 653, C54, 661. 

* Indeed, it might plausibly be interpreted as giving the Italians the title to 
establish an Italian * national home ’ in Abyssinia on the analogy of the ‘ national 
home’ which had been assured to the Jews in Palestine by the terms of the 
mandate for Palestine which had been conferred on the United Kingdom. 

® Comjiarc M oiisieur Laval's boast to his own countrymen of the valuelessness 
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Signor Mussolini went on to enlarge upon the diverse blemishes of 
the two deserts that were being offered to him now, and ho also 
mentioned another consideration which must have wcighetl with him 
equally heavily. 

In the scheme of an international administration and g(‘iuljM’nit‘ri(' it 
seems that Italy is not to be represented at all. The suggestion appa rent ly 
is that all the 200,000 Italian troops in East Afiica should hrt)ught 
home and told that they have been sent out there for an (‘.\eiirsioii-trip. 
That certainly will not be done in any case. 

On the 19th Baron Aloisi definitely declined to undertake the , 
mission (no doubt, an unattractive one) of canying tlie (^ommittoe 
of Five's note to Eome and laying it before Signor Mussolini in person . 
That evening, an official spokesman in Romo declared that thc' schemu' 
was ‘quite unacceptable to Italy'; and tins announcement was con- 
firmed on the 21st in a communique stating that the (^ouneil of‘ 
Ministers had taken note of the proposals contained in the r(‘])orf- 
of the Five; that it had examined them carefully, and that, while 
appreciating the attempt made by the Five, it had decided to con- 
sider these proposals as unacceptable, inasmuch as they did not offer 
a minimum basis sufficient for conclusive realizations which would 
finally and effectively take into account the rights and the vital 
interests of Italy, On the 22nd, at Geneva, Baron Aloisi informed 
Senor do Madariaga that this communique constituted the Italian 
Government's answer ; and in this interview the Itahan delegate ‘sot 
forth oraUy certain observations which explained the attitude taken 
by the Italian Government in regard to the committee's suggestions 
The text of the Ethiopian Government's reply ^ was communicated 
to Senor de Madariaga by Monsieur Tecle Hawariate on the 23rd 

of the French territory that he had given away as the price of the Franco- 
Italian Pact of January 1935 (see the Survey for 1035, voL ], p. 105). 

^ ‘A summary— approved by the delegate of Italy— of these observations’ 
is printed in League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, pp. 1624-5. 
This summary threw a certaan light on Itahan aims at the time. For examf)l<* : 

‘(1) The Abyssinian state, properly so called, should be placed in such n 
position that it can do no injury to its neighbours, and its administration 
should be reformed so as to raise the country to a higher level of civilization , 

‘(2) The difEerent peoples which are subject to the tyranny of Abyssinia 
and live on the frontiers of the country under inhuman conditions should 
he rescued therefrom. . . . 

‘Instead of considering ... a proposal [for giving Abyssinia an outlet to 
the sea] which is not commensurate with the gravity of the situation, the 
Committee of Five ought to have considered the territorial rights granted 
to Italy by Article 4, paragraph 6, of the Tripartite Treaty— i.e. the right 
to a junction between the Itahan Colomos of Eritrea and Somaliland, to the 
west of Addis Ababa.’ 

® Printed in op. cU., pp. 1625-7. 
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September. The Ethiopian Government declared that they were will- 
ing to open negotiations immediately on the basis of the committee’s 
suggestions and communications, and that they would announce, as 
the discussions progressed, ' any changes, additions or deletions which ’ 
they might ‘ wish the Council to make in the Committee of Five’s 
suggestions, affecting the nature, objects and machinery of the 
League’s collective international collaboration and assistance In the 
note itself, the Ethiopian Government laid emphasis on the condition 
that ‘the assistance and collaboration of the League must be collective 
and international, those characteristics being of the essence of the 
collaboration and assistance given to Ethiopia by the League ’ On 
the 23rd September, 1935, an official sjiokesman at Addis Ababa told 
a representative of The Daily Telegraph^ that the only territories 
which Abyssinia was willing to cede (and this only in return for value 
received) were the Ogaden and Aussa ; that she w^ould agree to the 
construction of an Italian railway across Abyssinian territory, between 
Eritrea and Somalia, but tliis only on the same terms as those accepted 
by the Frencli in constructing their railway from Djibouti to Addis 
Ababa ; and that the Italian demand foi‘ the disarming of Abyssinia 
could not be entertained at all. 

On the 24th September the Committee of Five adopted a report^ 
reviewing their work and announcing its failure. On the same day, 
the British Cabinet met in London (for the first time since the 22nd 
August) and the Italian Cabinet in Rome ; but no new decisions were 
taken in cither capital. Signor Mussohni told his Ministers that Italy 
had ‘presented no counter-proposals at Geneva’, and he ‘referred 
to the possibility of a development of the situation on the basis of 
certain articles in the League Covenant, and to the attitude which 
Italy’ would ‘assume according to circumstances’. These were the 
circumstances in which the Council met in public,^ to receive the 
Committee of Five’s report, on the 26th September. 

At this meeting, at which Baron Aloisi did not present himself, 
the chairman, Senor Ruiz-Guinazu, reminded his colleagues that 
Article 15 of the Covenant had become applicable to the Italo- 
Abyssinian dispute on the 4th of the month ; and he proposed that, 
in view of the failure of the Committee of Five to achieve a settlement 
by conciliation, the Council should ‘take steps forthwith to draft its 
report under Article 15, paragraph 4’ — without losing sight of the 
fact that conciliation was still always possible until the Council’s 

^ See the Daily TeUgraph, 24t]i September, 1935, 

® Text in League of Natione Official Journal^ November 1935, pp. 1620-7. 

® For the antecedent private meeting on the same day, see p. 195, above. 
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report should have been definitely adopted. Ho proposed that the 
draft should be prepared by a committee of the Council consisting of 
the representatives of all the members with the exception of tlu^ 
parties. After the delivery of short speeches, in support of the chair- 
man, by MM. Eden, Laval, Litvinov and Munch, the ])ro])osal from 
the chair was unanimously adopted ; and thereupon the Cbmmitt(‘(^ 
of Thirteen (i.e. of all states represented on the Council c-xcept the 
parties to the dispute) duly set to work to draft the report which it 
had been commissioned to make. Before the draft was completed, 
however, the course of events in East Africa put a new complexion 
upon the situation by adding a fresh chapter to the story. And this 
chapter may be recounted here in the Committee of Thirtcen’s own 
words. 

'After the failm*e of the attempt at conciliation by the C-ommittce 
of Five, the Council received a telegram from the Emperor of Ethiopia, 
dated the 25th September, which said that 

several months ago we gave orders to our troops along our frontiers to 
withdraw 30 kilometres from the frontier and to remain there to avoid 
any incidents that might serve the Italians as a pretext for aggression. 
The orders have been carried out in full. We remind you of our previous 
request for the despatch of impartial observers to establish the facts in 
regard to any aggression or other incident that might occur in order to 
fix the responsibility therefor. We further ask that the Council should 
take any other precautions it may think advisable. 

'To this telegram, the Committee of Thirteen appointed by the 
Council on the 26th September replied that, considering with the 
most careful attention the request for the despatch of impartial 
observers, it was examining whether the actual circumstances would 
permit them to discharge their mission. 

'At the CounciFs meeting on the 28th September, the President 
said that he felt that the telegram from the Emperor of Ethiopia 
should be officially communicated to the Italian representative for 
any observations he might think fit to make. It was so communicated 
on the same day, in the form of a letter from the President of the 
Council to the Italian representative. No reply [had] yet been 
received [by the time when the Committee of Thirteen ’s report was 
submitted to the Council on the 5th October, 1935J. 

On the 28th September, the Emperor of Ethiopia sent a further 
telegram^ to the President of the Council. While asserting that 
Ethiopia would continue to collaborate with the Council for a pacific 
settlement in accordance with the Covenant, the Emperor drew the 

^ Documents on International Affmrs^ 1935, vol. li. 
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Counciriri inosl serious attention to the increasing gravity "of the 
threat of Italian aggression’', owing to the continual "clesi)atch of 
reinforcements anti other preparations, despite our pacific attitude”. 
He added that he earnestly begged the Council "to take as soon as 
jiossible all precautions against Italian aggression, since the circum- 
stances had become such that we should fail in our duty if we delayed 
any longer the general mobilization necessary to ensure the defence 
of our country The contemplated mobilization would not, he said, 
affect his previous oi‘ders to keep "his troops at a distance from the 
frontier”, and ho confirmed his "resolution to co-operate closely with 
the League of Nations in all circumstances”. 

'On the 2nd October,^ the Emperor of Ethiopia informed the 
C'Ouncil that Italian troops had violated the Ethiopian frontier in the 
region south of Mount Mussa Ali, near the frontier of French Somali- 
land. This region being near the sea and easy of access, the Emperor 
considered that the Council could obtain confirmation of this viola- 
tion by sending observers or through the Government of French 
Somaliland. 

‘On the 3rd October, the Italian Government replied that no 
military movement of Italian detachments had taken place in this 
region, where as a matter of fact the frontier had not yet been 
delimited.^ 

‘ On the 3rd October, the Italian Government informed the Council 
that the warlike and aggressive spirit in Ethiopia had succeeded in 
imposing war against Italy and had found its latest and complete 
exiiression in the order for general mobilization announced by the 
Emperor on the 28th September. That order, stated the Italian 
Government, represented a direct and immediate thi*eat to the Italian 
troops with the aggravating circumstance of the creation of a neutral 
zone which, in reality, was only a strategic movement intended to 
facilitate the assembly and the aggressive prex)aration of the Ethiopian 
troops. As a result of the order for general mobilization, the continual 
and sanguinary aggression to which Italy had been subjected in the 
last ten years manifestly involved grave and immediate dangers 
against which it was essential for elementary reasons of security to 
take action without delay. Confronted by this situation, the Italian 
Government found itself obliged to authorize the High Command in 
Eritrea to take the necessary measures of defence.® 

‘On the 3rd October, the Ethiopian Government informed the 
Council that Italian military aeroplanes had, that day, bombarded 

^ Documents on TnternaHonal Affairs^ 1936, vol, ii. ® op. cit 

^ op. ott 
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Adowa and Addi Grat and that a battle was taking place in tlie 
province of Agame. It added that these facts, occurring in Ethiopian 
territory, involved a violation of the frontiers of the Empire and a. 
breach of the Covenant by Italian aggression. ’ 

These Italian acts in East Africa had been carried out to tlu^ 
accompaniment of words at Rome which underlined the sigiiilicanct^ 
of the acts and the intention which lay behind them. ' I have refiectec I 
well; I have calculated all; I have weighed everytliing’, Signor 
Mussolini declared in an interview, given to a special correspondent of 
Le Petit Journal, which was published in that newspaper on the 27 th 
September.^ And in the communique on the Duce’s report to his 
Cabinet at a meeting on the 28th it was declared that the Emi^n’or 
of Abyssinia’s order to his troops to retire thirty kilometres’ distance^ 
from the frontier 


cannot be taken seriously by the Italian Government, or by any otlu'r 
Government that deserves the name. This experiment has a strategK* 
objective and not a pacific aim. Its purpose is to mask the preparations 
in the interior and to dig m on more solid positions. In face of this situa- 
tion, the departure of our divisions has assumed a more acceleratc'd 
rhythm in the course of the last few days. 

On the 2nd October, 1935, the eve of the day on which the Italian 
invasion of Abyssinian territory began in East Africa, the long- 
heralded ‘national mobilization’ in Italy duly took place; and tlie 
dutiful milhons met to hsten to the recital of a flamboyant manifesto 
from their leader, of which the following extracts will give some idea : 

Eor months past, the wheel of Destiny has been moving towards 
goal imder the impulsion of our cahn determination; at the prosont- 

hour, its rhythm is more swift and irresistible than ever To econoinii! 

sanctions we shall oppose our discipline, our sobriety, our spirit oi* 
sacrifice. To military sanctions we shall reply with military moasurc\s. 
To acts of war we shall reply with acts of war. . . . Proletarian and Fascist 
Italy, arise ! Make the shout of your decision fill the heavens and glacldcm 
the heart of the soldiers who are waiting m Africa ! 

It was under the shadow of these Italian words and acts that the 
League Council met again at Geneva, to deal with the Italo-Abyssinian 


This startling echo, on Signor Mussolini’s lips, of the Emperor-Kaiir 
Francis Joseph’s proclamation of the 28th July, 1914, to his subjects was 
doubtless unmtentional ; and, jnst for that reason, it would have been seized 
an Ancient Greek dramatic poet, and would have made his audience 
shudder at the tragic irony when the fatal words were uttered by the protagon- 
ist m the opening act of the new variation upon an ancient plot The original 
words of Francis Joseph ran as follows: ^ 

‘ I have examined and yeighed everything, and, with a serene oonscienct*. 

1 set out on the path to which my duty points.’ 
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conflict, on the 5th October, 1935. The issue with which the Council 
was confronted had been sharply defined in a letter which Mir. Eden 
had sent from Geneva to his constituents in the Warwick and 
Leamington Division of the United Kingdom : 

The issues of tlio dispute arc such as must profoundly interest every 
one of us. It is not purely a question of a colonial adventure of no real 
importance, as has been urged m some quarters. It is not a question of 
the imperialist demand of one Power or another Power in the territory 
of Abyssmia or elsewhere. It is not even just a question of peace or war 
in an outlying part of the world. The real issue is whether or not the 
League of Nations can prove itself an effective instrument in this dis- 
pute, and whether its members arc prepared to respect and uphold the 
Covenant. . . , The present dispute is a test case 

At this meeting on the 5th October (at which Baron Aloisi was 
present) the Council sat first in private and then in pubHc. In private 
session the Council set itself first to complete the Committee of 
Thirteen’s report — ^which had been distributed before the meeting 
opened — ^by adding recommendations for action to the statement of 
facts, and then proceeded to decide what its own next steps should 
be. The action incumbent on the Council was suggested by the closing 
sentence of the statement of facts, which ran: ‘Such are the circum- 
stances in which hostilities have broken out between Ethiopia and 
Italy. ' The following sentences were now appended: 

Having thus sstated the facts of the dispute, the Council should now, 
in accordance with Article 15 of the Covenant, make known ‘the recom- 
mendations which are deemed just and proper in regard thereto*. 

The facts brought to its knowledge since its last meeting by the two 
parties make it first and foremost the urgent duty of the Council to 
draw attention to the obligation of conforming to the provisions of the 
Covenant- For the time bemg, the only recommendation which it makes 
is that any violation of the Covenant should immediately be brought to 
an end. 

The Council reserves the right to make subsequently s\ich other recom- 
mendations as it may consider advisable. 

At the same time it was agreed that a vote on the report should not 
be taken till the 7th, but that in the meantime the Council should 
examine the information which it had received with regard to further 
developments since its last discussion of the Italo-Abyssinian dispute 
on the 26th September. ‘After hearing any observations or state- 
ments which the members’ might ‘desire to make on these various 
points, the Council would, with a view to an examination of those 
statements, set up a committee of six members which would study 
the situation and report to the Council not later than the afternoon 
of the 7th, in order that the latter ' might ‘take its decisions with a 
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full knowledge of the facts. The committee would be coiui)oscd 
as follows; United Kingdom, Chile, Denmark, France, Portugal, 
Rumania This procedure was announced, m the terms just quoted, 
at the beginning of the public session of the Council on the oth 
October, by the Secretary-General on the chairman’s behalf. 

At the public session the chairman first threw the meeting open 
for a discussion of the Committee of Thirteen ’s report; and on this 
topic the only speakers were the representatives of Italy and Abys- 
sinia, since all other members of the Council had been represented 
on the committee. On this point in the agenda Baron AloLsi and 
Monsieur Tecle Hawariate each simply reserved his observations until 
he and his Government should have had time to study the document. 
The chairman then threw the meeting open for a discussion on the 
information received since the 2Gth; and this time, again, it was 
Baron Aloisi and Monsieur Tecle Hawariate who spoke. 

Baron AJoisi’s thesis was that the Italian invasion of Abyssinia was 
' quite legitimate" and ^even within the framework of the Covenant \ 
as it was ‘merely an immediate and necessary reply to an act of 
provocation The act to which Baron Aloisi referred was the Abys- 
sinian mobilization on the 28th September, and his argument was 
manifestly double-edged ; for, on the same showing, the Abyssinians 
would have been justified in invading Eritrea and Somalia at any 
time since February when the stream of Itahan troops and military 
supplies had begun to pour into these two territories adjoining the 
Abyssinian frontiers. ‘No state the Emperor of Ethiopia might have 
pleaded in Baron Aloisi"s words, ‘could ever disregard the require- 
ments of military security of that kind. " For the rest, Baron Aloisi 
restated the paradoxical proposition that the Emperor’s withdrawal 
of his troops thirty kilometres behind the frontier was the acme of 
Ethiopian menace and provocation ; and he also re-trod much of the 
ground which had been traversed already in his own conversation 
vith Sefior de Madariaga on the 22nd September and in the Italian 
memorandum^ which had been presented to the Council on the 4th 
September. 

Monsieur Tecle Hawariate began by declaring that Ethiopia renewed 
‘its oft repeated request to the Council to apply the provisions of the 
Covenant". The essential passage in his speech ran as follows : 

For six months Italy, despite her declarations in favour of a pacific 
settlement and despite the agreement to arbitrate, has not ceased to send 
large quantities of troops, arms and implements of war, thus preparing 
for the aggression which she had resolved to laimch when the rainy 

^ See p. 180, above. 
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season should be ov(t Despite this threat, the Ethiopian Govornincnt 
delayed the genera] mobihzation of its forces until the last moment. 
Before issuing the final order, the Ethiopian Government asked the 
Council to Uike the precautionary measures which would dispense it 
from calling up the wliole people to defend the threatened territory 
Only when the Italian aggression took place was the mobilization order 
published with the traditional ceremonies necessary for its execution. 

It is therefore without any justification, and without being able to 
invoke any reasonable pretext, that the Italian Government, applying 
a progi’amme decided upon long in advance, sent its troops across the 
Etiiio])ian frontiers, bombarded defenceless towns and inliabited areas, 
and massacred an innocent population 

The Ethiopian Government respeetfuUy but fiimly asks the Council 
to declare: 

(1) That these indisputable facts constitute resort to war by Italy 
withm the meaning of Article 10 of the Covenant ; 

(2) That this resort to war has, ipso facto, brought about the con- 
sequences laid down in Article 16, paragraph 1. 

Lastly, the Ethiopian Government respectfully asks the Council to 
fulfil the duty devolving upon it under Ai’ticle 16, paragraph 2, and to 
put an end, as soon as possible, to the hostilities which have just begun 
ill defiance of law and of the most solemn obhgations. 

After the delivery of these two speeches, the Council adopted a 
proposal from the chair that the Committee of Six — with the mem- 
bership and the terms of reference that had been announced at the 
opening of the public session^ — ^should be appointed forthwith, with 
instructions to report not later than the afternoon of the 7th. The 
Council also adopted a proposal, made by Mr. Eden, that the Com- 
mittee of Six should got to work ‘almost at once to-night \ Before 
the session of the Council ended, the chairman announced that the 
President of the Assembly had summoned the .iVssembly — which had 
merely adj‘ourned instead of closing on the 28th September^ — to meet 
on the 9th October at 4 p.m. 

The Council, when it reassembled at 4 p.m. on the 7th October, 
had before it, this time, not only the report of the Committee of 
Thirteen but also the report of the Committee of Six® which had been 
appointed on the 5th. The latter report began by formulating the 
questions which it had been asked by the Council to answer : 

(1) Does a state of war exist between Italy and Ethiopia ? 

(2) If so, has the war been resorted to in disregard of Articles 12, 13 
and 15 of the Covenant ? 

^ See pp. 201-2, above. 

* The circumstances iu which this decision had been taken by the Assembly 
were recapitulated with great precision and lucidity by the President of the 
Assembly, Dr. BeneS, at the opening of the meeting on the 9th October, 

® Text in League of Nations Official Journal, November 1935, i;)p. 1223-5. 
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It then proceeded to collect and classify a number of facts, on the 
basis of which it answered both questions in the affirmative. Of the 
seven jmidical points on which the affirmative answer to the soeotid 
question was based, the last four were as follows ; 

{d) Without prejudice to the other limitations to their right, to havt^ 
recourse to war, the members of the League arc not entithxl, \uth(nit 
having first comphed with the provisions of Aiticles 12, 13 and lo, 
to seek a remedy by war for grievances they consider they Jiave against 
other members of the League. The adoption by a state of measures oi' 
security on its own territory and within the limits of its international 
agreements does not authorize another state to consider itself fi'(‘e from 
its obhgations imder the Covenant. 

(e) The Pact of Paris of the 27th August, 1928, to which Italy and 
Ethiopia are parties, also condemns ‘recourse- to war for the solution ot 
international controversies ’ and bmds the parties to the Pact to si^ek hy 
pacific means 'the settlement or solution of all disputes or coiiiliets, of 
whatever nature or of whatever origin they may be, which may arisen 
among them’. 

(/) The Ethiopian Government, at the meeting of the Council on tlu^ 
5th October, invoked Article 16 of the Covenant. Under the, terms of 
that article, ‘should any member of the League resort to war in tlis- 
regard of its covenants under Articles 12, 13 or 15, it shall facto 
be deemed to have committed an act of wav against all other imuiilxu's 
of the League. . , . 

(g) When a member of the League invokes Article 16 of the Covenauf , 
each of the other members is bound to consider the circumstances of* the 
particular case. It is not necessary that W'ar should have been formally 
declared for Article 16 to be apphcable. 

The ultimate finding of the Committee of Six was as succincjt as it 
was momentous . 

After an examination of the facts stated above, the GommiUeo has 
come to the conclusion that the Italian Government has resorted to war 
in disregard of its covenants under Article 12 of the Covenant of tlu^ 
League of Nations. 

With this document, as well as the Committee of Thirteeu’s report, 
before it, the Council began its meeting on the 7th October by sitting 
in private ; and at this private session the chairman announced that 
he proposed, in the public session which was to follow, to take a vot(^ 
on both reports, and also to consider the question of calling upon th<‘ 
two parties to stop hostilities. Thereupon Baron Aloisi asked that 
the consideration of the report of the Committee of Six should bc^ 
postponed to the following day ; and when the chairman suggested 
that this request should be considered by the Council in a privat(‘ 
meeting, in the absence of the two parties, Baron Aloisi claimed the 
right to be present, while Monsieur Tecle Hawariate declared that he 
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objected to any adjournment whatever, Senor de Madariagfe- then ^ 
proposed that Baron Aloisi’s request for an adjournment shotrfci/‘'-te” 
discussed, without the parties being present, 'at a small meeting 
which might be informal — ^not even an actual meeting of the Council’, 
while Mr. Eden made a counter-proposal that 'any discussion as to 
whether or not any part of’ the agenda, now before the Council, 
'should be adjourned’ was 'one that should take place in public 
session’. The chairman ruled that there should be an exchange of 
views between the members of the Council other than the representa- 
tives of the parties. Accordingly the meeting was suspended; but in 
the private discussion, which followed, between the Thirteen, Barou 
Aloisi’s request for an adjournment did not find favour; and, when 
the private session of the Council was resumed, the chairman made 
the following announcement . 

The report of the Committee which is before the Council describes 
facts from official sources and draws attention to the provisions of the 
Covenant. To-day, the 7th October, five days after the opening of 
hostilities, the establishment of the existence of a state of war, in 
relation to the obhgations of the Covenant, compels the members of the 
Council to face their responsibilities. This obhgation does not in any 
way prejudice the rights of the parties to make known their observations 
subsequently at another meeting of the Council. However anxious the 
members of tlie Council may be courteously to take account of the 
convonicnco of one of their colleagues, they cannot allow that anxiety 
to take precedence over a primary duty. I take note of the protest made 
by the representative of Italy and, in the name of the Council, I declare 
as its President and as its mandatory — ^with, therefore, the unanimous 
consent of my colleagues other than the parties — ^that the members of 
the Council -mil be called upon at to-day’s meeting to state their views 
as to the conclusions of the Council Committee and that the Council 
will hear the representative of Italy, should he so desire, at another 
meeting. 

Baron Aloisi reiterated his protest, and thereupon the Council 
adopted, over his head, the agenda for the public session in the terms 
originally announced. 

At the public session, which followed immediately, the proceedings 
began with speeches from Baron Aloisi and Monsieur Tecle Hawariate 
on the report of the Committee of Thirteen. Baron Aloisi stated that 
the Italian Government did not consider that they had violated the 
Covenant in any way . Monsieur Tecle Hawariate stated that the Ethi- 
opian Government declared themselves in complete agreement with 
the Committee of Thirteen as regarded the statement of facts, the cir- 
cumstances of the dispute, and the legal considerations put forward 
by the committee . After this, the chairman took a roll-call of votes for 
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and against the adoption of the Committee of Thirteen ’s report — 
first from the representatives of the members of the Ooutioil othoi‘ 
than the parties, and then from the Ethiopian and Italian delegates, 
whose votes did not count in calculating unanimity. I'he report was 
adopted unanimously — the only adverse vote cast being Baron 
Aloisi’s own. 

The Council then took up the report of the Committee of Six ; and. 
after the text had been recited by the chairman of the coinmiit‘e<\ 
Senhor Monteiro (Portugal), the same procedure was follow(Hl, with 
the same result, as in deahng with the report of the (■ommittet^ of 
Thirteen. This report, too, was accepted — the members of the ( V)imeih 
other than the parties, voting, without exception, in the a-tHrmativ(\ 
while, once again, the sole adverse vote was cast by Baron Aloisi.* 
The meeting then closed with the following statement from the chair- 
man: 

I take note that fourteen members of the Lcagu(‘. of Nations repre- 
sented on the Council consider that we are in presence of a war l)egun 
in disregard of the obligations of Article 12 of the Covenant, Accordingly 
the report of the Council Committee and the minutes of the present 
meetmg will be sent to all the members of the League of Nations. As 
the Assembly stated in its resolution of the 4th October, 1921, 'th<‘ 
fulfilment of their duties under Article 16 is required from the members 
of the League by the express terms of the Covenant, and they cannot 
neglect them without a breach of their treaty obligations The Council 
has now to assume its duty of co-ordination in regard to the measnreH 
to be taken. Since the Assembly of the League of Nations is convened 
for the day after to-morrow, the 9th October, 1935, my colleagues will 
doubtless feel it desirable to associate the Assembly with their task. TIio 
report of the Council Committee and the minutes of the present meeting 
will therefore be communicated to the President of the Assembly. 

Thus, for the fiLrst time, the members of the Council of the League 
of Nations had declared a state member of the League — and this one 
of the Great Powers — to be an ‘ aggressor ’ in terms which would oblige 
every state member which concurred in the finding to apply against 
the declared aggressor the ‘sanctions’ prescribed in Article 16 of the 
Covenant. For the Italian Government, this was a heavy blow; for 
the Italians appear to have hoped, until a late hour, that tlie requisite 
unanimity among the Council members other than the parties would 

^ Strictly speaking, Baron Aloisi did not cast a vote, as ho had declined to 
accept the procedure. His words were: ‘While making every reservation as 
to the procedure which is now being followed, I state, for all useful purposes, 
that I do not approve the conclusions of the report.^ In a subsequent letter to 
the Secreta^- General Baron Aloisi declined to avail himself of the oppor- 
tunities, which the Council had been prepared to give him, of stating his case 
at a meeting of the Council on the 8th. 
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not be forthcoming* In particular, they appear to have expected that, 
even if France voted against Italy rather than risk a breach with 
Great Britain and with the friends and allies of France in Eastern 
Europe, Poland, at any rate, might be induced to take Italy’s side in 
view of the distaste which the Poles had shown, on recent occasions,^ 
for international shackles upon the exercise of national sovereignty. 
On the eve of the decision at Geneva, pointed gestures of amity towards 
Poland had been made on the Italian side ; but if Italy had indeed 
counted on Poland’s support, her expectations were disappointed 
when it came to the voting on the 7th October by the Council. 

Italy, how^ever, might still hope something from the forthcoming 
meeting of the Assembly ; for she knew that, in this larger forum, the 
formidable unanimity with which she was now confronted on the 
Council would be broken by at least three dissentient voices (those of 
Austria, Hungary and Albania) ; and it was worth Italy’s while to 
take the best advantage that she could of this support in the Assembly 
— slight though it might be — since, for several reasons, the action 
which the Assembly collectively, or its members individually, might 
now take, or abstain from taking, was a matter of practical impor- 
tance. In the first place, the finding of the Committee of Six — ^that 
Italy had resorted to war in disregard of her covenants under Article 
12 of the Covenant — ^had not been adopted by the Council as such, 
but had simply received the assent of fourteen states members of 
the League represented on the Council (i.e. thirteen members of the 
Council, together with Abyssinia) 2 In the second place, even if the 
Council, as such, had adopted a report to the effect that a state member 
had broken one of those covenants the breach of which would bring 
Article 16 of the Covenant into play, it ■would still have been both the 
right and the duty of all states members not represented on the 
Council to make up their minds for themselves whether a breach of 
the Covenant had taken place.® In the third iJace, the economic 

^ vSeo i.bo i^urvey for Jd33, i)p. 218-19, the t^urvey for pp. 395-8, and 
the Survey for 1935, voL i, p. 71 

® This was tJiB teclmical effect of the taking of a vote hy a roll-call of the 
individual members of the Council, as distinct from the taking of a decision 
by the Council as a body. In the Official Journal of the League of Nations, 
it was recorded, apropos of the results of the vote by roll-call on the report 
of the Committee of Bix, that ‘the members of the Council, other than the 
parties, consulted by roll-call, declared themselves in agreement with the con- 
clusions of the report’. On the other hand, in the same Journal, the report of 
the Committee of Thirteen was recorded to have been ‘adopted unanimously 
thougli the same procedure of voting by roll-call had been followed in this case 
likewise, 

^ This right and duty of each state raemhor of the League individually to 
judge, upon the outbreak of any war in which any other state member was 
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sanctions whioL., if Article 16 were deemed to have come into play, 
were at once automatically obligatory upon all states moTubers,^ would 
depend for their practical effectiveness upon the concerted jiarticipa- 
tion of the largest attainable number of states members/*^ 

For these reasons, the opening of the pubhc session of the Assembly 
at 6 p.m. on the 9th October was preceded by a stubborn contest on 
the General Committee and in private conversations l)ehiiui the 
scenes. Baron Aloisi, with the votes of Italy’s three satellites in 
his pocket, appears to have contended that the finding of the (buncil 
(or, rather, of fourteen states represented on the Council) rec]nired 
endorsement by the Assembly, and that the Assem})ly\s vf)te musti 
be unanimous in order to be effective This Itahan thesis, however, 
did not prevail. 

In opening the public session of the Assembly on the 9th Octohc^r 
the President, Dr. Benes, first reminded his colleagues of the circum- 
stances in which he had ad j ourned the Assembly on the 2 8th September 
and had afterwards convened it for the present meeting. He then 
recited to the Assembly a letter, dated the 8th October, from the 
chairman of the Council, communicating the report of the Committee 
of Six and the minutes of the Council meeting of the 7th October, in 
accordance with the chairman of the Council’s closing statement® on 

involved, whether one of the belligerents had resorted to war in contravention 
of Article 12 or 13 or 15 of the Covenant — a contravention which, if ascertained, 
would obhge the state passing judgment to take action against the aggressor- 
heUigerent m accordance with its covenants under Article^ 16 — was a right a,nd 
duty which was inherent in the terms of Article 16 itself. This interj)i cf.ation 
of Article 16 was confirmed in the fourth of the Assembly resolutions of ilu* 
4th October, 1921 (a resolution of which the chairman of the Council had 
quoted the second sentence in his closing statement (see p. 206, above) on the 
7th October, 1935). The first sentence ran as follows: ‘It is the duty of 0 £i(*li 
member of the League to decide for itself whether a breach of tbe Covenant 
has been committed.’ The Assembly resolutions of the 4th October, 1921, 
had never become binding upon states members , but, as wa^s proposed in t<h(^ 
first of them, they were taken as ‘rules for guidance’ in the application of 
the terms of the Covenant to the action of the states members of the Tjoagiie 
in the Italo -Abyssinian conflict. 

1 In contrast to the military sanctions of Article 16, which wore only 
obligatory lu the event of less drastic measures proving insufficient for the 
fulfilment of the obligation of states members to frustrate an act. of aggression 
effectively. 

<iontrast to the practical conditions for the efficacy of military sanctions, 
which might still prove efficacious even if they were put into force by (Council 
members only, since the Council included ex officio all the Great Powers 
that belonged to the League. In the Itahan case, Italy’s war of aggression 
could have been stopped dead at any moment by the concerted naval action 
of the United Kingdom and France alone, if they liad decided to blockade, 
agamst Italian shipping, the maritime approaches to tlie Suez Canal. 

® Sec p. 206, above. 
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the last-mentioned occasion (a passage which Dr. Benes also recited). 
Dr. EcneS then ronnnded the Assembly that it was entitled, under 
the actual provisions of the Covenant, to deal with any matter within 
the sphere of action of the League or affecting the peace of the World, 
and that it was also free to determine its own procedure ; but he 
suggested that, as the Assembly was still in ordinary session, it should 
follow strictly its ordinary rules of procedure ; and he pointed out 
that these rules required a special vote, by a majority of not less than 
two-thirds, in the first place to put an additional item on the agenda, 
and in the second place to deal with such an additional item im- 
mediately (instead of referring it to a committee for report after a 
four days’ delay) The two necessary motions were successively put 
to the vote and were carried by the requisite majority in either case ; 
and thereupon — ^the Coiincirs communication being now, in due form, 
under the consideration of the Assembly — ^the President set out his 
conception of the Assembly’s task and his intentions in regard to the 
procedure by which this task was to be fulfilled ■ 

1. The dispute between Italy and Ethiopia has not ceased to be under 
considoratiou by tlie Council The Assembly is not taking the place of 
the Council in this matter. 

2. The Assembly is not resuming the examination of the question oi‘ 
the procedure under Article 15 which was followed in the Council and 
led to the adoption of a report 

3. The members of the Assembly have an opportunity of stating their 
position with regard to the proceedings that have taken place in the 
Council during the last few days — ^that is to say with regard to the 
documents communicated to us by the President of the Council. 

The minutes of the Council meeting at which the Governments repre- 
sented expressed their views on the grave events in Ethiopia have been 
sent urgently to all Governments members of the League. The members 
of the Assembly are invited to express an opmion. 

What is required is the assent of each Government individually. Wo 
are not going to propose a vote. 

I shall give to those who desire to express a contrary view ati oppor- 
tunity to speak. 

Similarly, any delegations desiring to place on record their abstention 
or reservations will also be given an opportunity to do so. But I shall 
interpret the silence of the rest as implying the concurrence of their 
Governments in the opinion already expressed by fourteen members of 
the Council. Moreover, they will, of course, be entirely free to express 
their views on this subject from the platform of the Assembly. 

To keep the discussion clear, I may add that statements regarding 
practical difficulties which certain Governments might experience in 
the application of Article 16 can be properly made in the co-ordmating 
body which the Council is inviting us to set up, 

4. The President of the Council having expressed the desire of the 
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members of the Council that the Assembly should be associated with it. 
in connexion with the measures to be taken, the Assembly will have the 
important task of dealing with this question and of taking such decisions 
as may be required ; such as, formstancc, the setting-up of a co-ordinating 
body and the definition of its terms of reference. 


The only two delegates who took, at this session of the Assembly 
on the 9th October, the opportunity, offered by the rresident of the 
Assembly, of declaring their dissent from the findings of the fourteen 
states represented on the Council were the representatives, in tlu* 
Assembly, of Austria and Hungary. In different tones — the Austrian 
rather deprecatory and the Hungarian rather truculent — Herr Pfliigl 
and Monsieur de Vehcs dissociated themselves from the tacit judg- 
ment of their colleagues on identical grounds ; the political ground cd' 
friendship with Italy and the economic ground of inability to ma.k(^ 
the sacrifices of trade with Italy which \v^ould be involved in tlu^ 
application of sanctions against her on their part. 

In the continuation of the debate in the Assembly on the 10th 
October, the first speaker was Baron Aloisi. He began by putting on 
record his objection to the procedure that was being followed ; ho then 
went on to state the Italian case on Hnes which by this time wei’c^ 
familiar ; and he closed with the following peroration : 

War, let me tell you, is not suppressed; it is replaced. And it is 
replaced because history does not stand still. If, for its part, the League 
of Nations stands still, history, which cannot be forced by the application 
of sanctions, will contmue on its way, for its way is the way of life. 
proclaim in words the desire to eliminate conflicts is a mere logoinacdiy. 
The real policy is to remove the causes. ... 

Caught as she is in the tide of her full spiritual and material develof)- 
ment, but confined by historical vicissitudes and international restric- 
tion within territorial Umits which are stifling her, Italy is the country 
wHch must make her voice heard in this Assembly of the states as the 
voice of the proletariat calling for justice. 


After this, the President took up the question of procedure, which 
the Italian delegate had raised, and obtained from the Assembly a 
confirmation of the procedure which was being followed. He tluui 
declared, once again, that silence was being taken as assent to the 
findings of the Fourteen; and, having closed the discussion for the 
purpose of declaring dissent, he opened it for the purpose of a gcmeral 
debate. 

In this debate, which occupied the 10th and 11th October, there 
were sixteen speakers, ^ apart from the President himself. Of these, 

mterveutions of Baron Aloiai, Monsieur de Velics mui 
on the afternoon of the 10th October on the subject of the set ling 
up of a Co-ordmation Committee (for which, see pp. 213-14, below). ^ 
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the last, who was the representative of Albania, was the only one to 
follow the example of the Austrian and Hungarian delegates in an- 
nouncing a refusal to take part in the apphcation of sanctions against 
J taly . One other, however, namely the rejpresentative of Switzerland, 
Monsieur Motta, made a reservation in this regard. While assimng 
his colleagues that the Swiss Confederation would ' not fail in its duty of 
solidarity with the other members of the League he submitted that 
the status of the Confederation, in so far as its external relations were 
concerned, continued to be governed by the jirinciple of neutrality, 
and that consequently Switzerland's obligation to take part in econo- 
mic and financial sanctions was not absolute 

We do not consider ourselves bound to take part in sanctions which, 
by their nature and effect, would expose our neutrality to real dangers — 
dangers which we must judge in the full exercise of our so\roreignty. 

Among the other speakers. Mi' Eden called for action in the name 
of humanity : 

Since it is our duty to take action, it is essential that such action should 
be prompt. That is the League’s responsibility — a responsibility based 
on humamty , for we cannot forget that war is at this moment actually 
in progress. 

Monsieur Potemkin, the representative of the Soviet Union, touched 
upon Monsieur Litvinov’s theme of the indivisibility of peace : 

Unity of action will constitute the most effective means of settling 
a conflict which has had its source in a desire for colonial expansion, 
wliich infringes the territorial integrity and national mdependence of a 
member of the League and which constitutes a threat to Mankmd. Tliis 
unity of action will serve as an earnest of the necessary realization of 
collective security, of the system which will put a check on all future 
attempts — ^from whatever quarter they may come — to disturb peace 
by attacks on the World’s most crucial spots. 

General Nemours (Haiti) protested, on gi*ounds of both expediency 
and ethics, against Signor Mussolini’s attem]?t to draw a distinction 
between a colonial and a European war : 

The precedent which wo are going to set up to-day will be used 
to-morrow. There are not two truths — one for Africa and the other for 
Europe. On either side of the Mediterranean aggression must be defined 
in the same way. The same bombs, the same shells produce the same 
effects, and whether the dead and wounded be black or white, the same 
red blood flows from their wounds. 

The reply that may possibly be given is that this is not the same kind 
of war — ^thab it is a colonial war. But on what is this difference to be 
based ? Between two equal members of the same association, both of 
whom have solemnly entered into an undertaking to respect all its 
articles, there can be no question of establishing, at the bidding of one 
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of its members, a distinction which has never existed. Wlial article 
of our Covenant, for example, after defining tlie aggressor, ex])laius 
away his action by minimizmg its importance on the grounds that it is 
a colomal war ? Where is there any reference to a dillertmcie betwtu'U a 
war breakmg out in Africa and a war breaking out in Eurojie V And 
how is a war that breaks out m America to bo defined y 

At the conclusion of the debate on the 11th, the response ol the 
states members of the Asscmhly to the findings ol fourteen state's 
represented on the Council w^as announced by the President as follows : 

The minutes of the Council's meetmg of the 7th October, 1035, and 
the report of the Council Committee concerning the events m Kthio])ia, 
notmg that there has boon a resort to war in disregard of cmgagtaiumls 
under Ai'ticle 12 of the Covenant — ^which repoi't fourteen luenibe'rs 
of the Council approved — were commuiueated by the President of 
Council to the President of the Assembly. They were sidmiitti'd to tlu' 
Assembly, which has considered them at its last three meetings. Of 
the fifty-four members present at the Assembly, three states expressed a 
contrary opinion , a fourth, this morning, has spoken against the a]i])licia- 
tion of sanctions, and fifty states members of the League have ex])ressed 
an opinion in accordance with that of the fourteen states memlx'rs of ilie 
Council, by conveying, either explicitly by tlieir declarations or tacitly, 
their Government’s acquioseence in the report and docjuments in 
question. 

Before the terniinatioii of the sitting on the 11th, the Assembly 
decided once again not to close its sixteenth ordinary session, but 
simply to adjourn and thereby to leave it in the President’s power 
to convene a further meeting at short notice if this should ])rovt' 
desirable. 

The steps taken by the Assembly on the 10th October, before its 
adjournment on the 11th, to bring into being a Co-ordination Com- 
mittee, for dealing with the application of sanctions, are recorded in 
the following chapter. 

(vi) The Imposition of Economic Sanctions upon Italy (1 1th October 
— I3th December, 1936) 

‘The question of the co-ordination of the measures to be taken 
under Article 16 . - . was brought up in the Assembly by the fact 
of the President of the Council having transmitted to the President of 
the Assembly the minutes of the CounciPs meeting of the 7th October, 
1935.’^ Defciite action in this matter was proposed in the General 
Committee of the Assembly on the afternoon of the 10th October by 
the representatives of the Scandinavian countries, who were supported 

^ Statement by Dr. BeneS in the Assembly on the 11th October, 1035, 
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by MIVI Laval and Eden, while Baron Aloisi abstained from taking 
part in the discussion. At the ]3lenary meeting of the Assembly on 
the same afternoon a draft resolution, recommended by the General 
Committee, was laid before the Assembly by the President in the 
following terms 

TIio Assembly, 

Having taken cognizance of the opinions expressed by the members of 
the Comicil at the Council’s meeting of the 7th October, 1935 ; 

Taking into consideration the obligations which rest upon the members 
of the League in virtue of Article 16 of the Covenant and the desirability 
of co-ordination of the measures which they may severally contemplate : 

Invites the members of the League (other than the parties) to set up 
a committee, composed of one delegate, assisted by experts, for each 
member, to consider and facihtato the co-ordination of such measures 
and, if necessary, draw the attention of the Council or the Assembly to 
situations requiring to be examined by them. 

In presenting the resolution, the President pointed out that the organ 
which the members of the League were being invited to set up was 
not an organ cither of the Assembly or of the Council, but was a 
conference of states members meeting to consult together with a view 
to the application of the provisions of Article 16. He afterwards 
added that the text was not a resolution of the Assembly in the strict 
sense of the word, but an invitation addressed by the Assembly to 
the states members of the League. 

Before this text was put to the vote, Baron Aloisi expressed an 
objection on the grounds that ‘'no decision’ had ‘as yet been taken 
by any competent organ of the League of Nations to the effect that 
a case covered by Article 16 had arisen’, and that in consequence the 
])roposed committee could not be regarded as in any sense an organ 
of the League. Both these points were answered by Dr. Benes. In 
regard to the fii’st, he pointed out that 

No organ of the League has power to decide, in such a way as to bind 
all the members, that one of them has violated the Covenant That 
obligation derives directly from the Covenant, and must be observed by 
members of the League in virtue of the respect due to treaties. Tliis 
was in fact placed on record by the fourteen members of the Council at 
the meeting of the 7th October, and is recorded in the minutes which 
have been transmitted to us and which I have laid before you. 

On the second point, Dr. Benes confirmed his own previous declara- 
tion that the text on which a vote was to be taken did not constitute 
a formal resolution of the Assembly, and that therefore the question 
of a majority vote or unanimity vote did not arise. In order to make 
the nature of the text clear beyond aU possibility of mistake, be then 
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substituted the word ^recommends’ for the wwd ‘invites' at tlu^ 
beginning of the third paragraph of the draft ; and in tins ainondod 
form the draft text was adopted by all states members oi the Leagiu‘ 
which were represented at the meeting, save for a single adverse vot<' 
(on the part of the Italian representative) and two abstcmtions (on 
the part of the representatives of Hungary and Austria) ^ 

The Co-ordination Committee which fifty states memlx'rs ol t-lu" 
League had thus recommended themselves bo set up lost no iinu' in 
getting to work. Its first meeting opened at 10.30 a m on the 1 1th 
October, 1935 ; and this first meeting was attended by the represent n.- 
tives of fifty -two states.^ 

Before proceeding to record the Co-ordination Cominiltet^'s acts, it 
may be pointed out that the setting up of such a body for siu^li a 
purpose was not suggested — and d fortiori was not made oliligatory 
— by the terms of the Covenant, and that, conversely, the fact that; 
such a body was now set up in this particular case could not, and 
did not, release the states members of the League, cither jointly or 
severally, from any of the obligations which they had taken upon 
themselves in subscribing to the Covenant ® In Article 1C, the only 
provision for the co-ordination of sanctions was with respect to tlu^ 
contingently obhgatory^ military sanctions, and not with respect to 

^ Albania was not represented at tins sitting, and iihoro wore five oUut 
states members, out of the fifty-nine, which w^ere not represented at ihc‘. 
sixteenth Assembly at all (that is to say, Germany — whose nunnbership was 
on the point of expiring — Dominica, Guatemala, Paraguay and Salvador), 
The recommendation that a Co-ordination Committee should b(^ S(»ti up was 
thus voted by fifty states members. 

® Five of the fifty-nine states members of the League were not i(‘])resente(I 
at the sixteenth Assembly (sec the preceding footnote), and the two ])arties io 
the I talo -Abyssinian conflict wore excluded cx officio from inembershij) of ihf' 
Committee, On the other hand, the representatives of the tlin'c states 
Austria, Hungaiy and Albania — ^wliioh had declared their dissent from fin*, 
findings of the fourteen stafics represented on the Council put in an appearanee 
at the first meeting of the Co-ordination Committee. 

® Tf the resolutions of 1921 are directed to secm'ing the execution of tin* 
obligations of Article 16 in a practical and reasonable way and as far as jiossible 
by pacific raethods, they do nothmg to weaken the essential obligation of bhe. 
Article, which is to prevent the success of an illogitimato resort fio war by a, 
member of the League. If, in the practical application of the Article, this es- 
sential obligation is not fulfilled, then, as against a complaint by a sfiaf.e which 
sufiers by that failure, the resolutions of 1021 do not afford a defence, nor is it 
open, it is hardly necessary to add, even to all the other members of the J A*ague, 
after events requiring the fulfilment of the obligation have taken pla<»e, fo 
“interpret” that obligation away.’ — >Sir John Fischer Williams: SSaiictioim 
under the Covenant’, in The British Year Booh of International Jjaw, 

* ‘“Contingently obligatory” (if it be not a contradiction in terms) ■w^onld 
appear to be more accurate than “optional” as a descriptive epithet for f.h<^ 
military sanctions envisaged iii Article IG of the (/Ovenant, sin(*o the Tn<*aKureH 
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the unmcdiatcly obligatory economic sanctions; and here the co- 
ordinating body, which was to make recommendations to the states 
members, was the Council itself (Article 16, paragraph 2), and not 
any ad hoc committee. The proposal to set up an ad hoc Co-ordination 
Committee to deal with economic sanctions appeared for the first time 
in the seventh of the Assembly resolutions of the 4th October, 1921 ; 
and, as has been mentioned above, ^ these resolutions had never be- 
come binding upon states members. In consequence, states members 
were not entitled to benefit by the suggestions made in Resolutions 
Eight to Fourteen of the 1921 series. ^ 

The purport of these resolutions was to confer upon the Council, 
acting through a Co-ordination Committee, a discretion in regard to 
the imposition of economic sanctions which would have been analogous 
to the discretion which the Covenant itself did expressly confer upon 
the Council, in Article 16, paragraph 2, in regard to the imposition of 
military sanctions. The resolutions in question contemplated that 
the Council, acting through a Co-ordination Committee, might at 
least temporarily exempt certain states members, either wholly or 
partially, from duties, in the application of economic sanctions, which 
would be exacted from other states members at once and in full ; and 
it was also contemplated that the severance of intercourse with the 
Covenant-breaking state, to which all states members were pledged 
under Article 16, paragraph 1, might be carried out by stages (instead 
of in toto immediately, as Article 16, paragraph 1, prescribed); and 
further that the common plan of economic action, which was to be 
recommended by the Council, might stop short — even at its final 
turn of the screw — of that complete severance of economic inter- 
course which the Covenant made obligatory. 

In the event, the states members of the League, in setting up a 
Co-ordination Committee on the 10th October, 1936, and thereafter 
the Co-ordination Committee itself and its derivative the Committee 
of Eighteen,^ in recommending the application of particular economic 
sanctions, acted throughout almost as though the Assembly Resolu- 
tions of the 4th October, 1921, and not the Covenant, had been the 
legal instrument that was binding upon them.^ Above all, they acted 

that must be taken may well result in a compulsion to take the measures which, 
so far as the text goes, only may be taken’. Sir John Fischer Williams in op. 
cit. ^ See p, 208, footnote. 

® The legal position of the 1921 resolutions in 1935 is discussed by Sir John 
Fischer Williams in op. cit. ® See p. 222, below. 

^ It was, however, made abundantly clear, at the first meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Eighteen on the 11th October, that the Assembly Resolutions of the 
4th October, 1921, were not binding, and that the committee was not committing 
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on the assumption that no single state member was recniircal - (>i‘ 
even entitled — to take, on its own initiative, any sanctions that had 
not been recommended by the Co-ordniation (Committee. 1dus pi’in- 
ciple had been proclaimed, as one of the l)ases of Dritish policy, by 
Sir Samuel Hoareinhis speechinthe Assembly on the I Itli Sc‘])1 ember, 
1935,^ and it was frequently reaffirmed by the British Oovennnent 
thereafter. 

No doubt this principle could be defended with some plausibility 
on grounds of common sense. How, it might be asked, could on(‘ 
nation be expected to make sacrifices in a common cause unl(‘ss it 
knew that the same sacrifices were going to be made by its associates ? 
And what would be the use of taking an economic smiotion singly, 
considering that the efficacy of economic sanctions was de])en(lent, in 
the nature of the case, upon their being ap])liecl by all, or at any rat(^ 
by most, of the states that happened to possess or control, l)eiw(HMi 
them, the world supply of each commodity that was to be (Uniied to 
the state against whom the sanctions were being directed ? It could 
also be pointed out that the Covenant did, after all, ])rovi(le lor (jo- 
ordination in the sharing of the losses and in the meeting of tlu^ risks 
which the application of economic sanctions might entail, for in 
Article 16, paragraph 3, the members of the League had agreed that 
they would ' mutually support one another in the financial andeconomio 
measures which’ were ‘taken under this article, in order to minimize 
the loss and inconvenience resulting from the above measur(^s’, and 
also that they would ‘mutually support one another in resisting any 
special measures aimed at one of their number by the (Viveiiant- 
breaking state Such a mutual acceptance of common liabilities pre- 
supposed, it might perhaps be argued, a previous common consent 
in taking the action out of which such liabilities might arise. (!onnnon 
sense and equity might possibly speak with one voice in order t^> 
suggest, on such lines as these, that no state member (‘ouk I ))e expccte<l 
— or indeed, permitted — ^to exceed, for its own jiart, the greatesst 
common measure of the action to which the whole array of sanction- 
taking states was prepared to commit itself. It would perhaps hav(! 
been difficult, however, to argue that this view— which looked for its 
justifi-cation to an appeal to common sense — ^was juridically correct. 
For juridically each state member was bound individually by the 
terms of the Covenant, as set out in Article 16, paragraph 1 : 

Should any raember of the League resort to war in disregard of its 

itself to abstain from any action that went beyond the Hmits of these resolu- 
tions (see p. 223, below). 

^ The passage is unoted on p. 188, above. 
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(‘ovciiants under Articles 12, 13 or 15, it shall ipso facto be deemed to 
liave committed an act of war agamst all other members of the League, 
w’hieh lu'reliy undertake immediately to subject it to the severance of 
all trade or financial relations, the prohibition of aU intercourse between 
tlicir nationals and the nationals of the covenant- breaking state, and 
the ])revention of all financial, commercial, or personal intercourse 
between the nationals of the covenant- breaking state and the nationals 
of am^ other state, whether a member of the League or not. 

A complete implementation of this undertaking was manifestly in- 
cumbent upon each of the thirteen members of the Council which 
had concurred in the conclusion of the Committee of Six that Italy 
had resorted to war in disregard of her covenants under Article 12 
of the Covenant ; and it was equally incumbent upon each of the other 
thirty-six states members w^hich had signified, in the Assembly, their 
agreement with the judgment of the Thirteen.^ It must be stated 
that not one of the forty -nine states members concerned ever carried 
out its undertakings under Ai'ticle 16, paragraph 1, in fulP at any 

^ The repoit of the (ilommittee of Six had been endorsed by fourteen «tat-eK 
mcmbeiw rejirescMited on the Council, but the fourteentli was, of course, the 
.aciiual vietmi of the aggression, namely Abyssinia. 

^ According to Sir John Fischer Williams, in oy. oil , the obligation to im* 
ploinent Article 16 to the full was lucumbont upon these forty-iune states 
members ot ilic League in this particular case in virtue of the fulfilment of 
t\oo conditions, hoik of which had to bo fulfilled in order to make Article 16 
oxccutoiy for any state member: 

'Tile slarting-iiomt of League action is the individual and separate ex - 
})ressiou of opinion by each member of tlie League. If there is sufiiciont 
ngreemcMit in these opinions to indicate that the ‘ general sentiment ’ of llie 
Li^aguc is ui favour of action, the states that have exjiressed these individual 
opinions are entitled and hound to take action. But this must be common 
iuttioii on bclialf of the League. And it must be co-ordinated by action of the 
League. . . .’ 

* It would be an outrage on common sense in dealing with an international 
documimt of tins character to insist that each individual member of the 
League was hound to take action by itself, no matter what other members 
might do, once it reached the conclusion that there had been a resort to 
war in violation of Article 12, 13 or 15 of the Covenant, It may oven be 
argued thati ii member of the League is not merely not bound to take separatiC 
action but is even, in spite of the language of Article 16, not entitled to do 
so if it is practically alone in its opinion. Thus the Secretary -General of 
the League rejiorted to the Council m IVIay 1927 that ‘'it would be a mis- 
application of tbe Article, which would not be tolerated, if a member or 
group of members should claim to act under it on this account in defiance of 
the general sentiment of the League”.’ 

* By the 12th December, 1935, only one of the states members not repre- 
sented at the Sixteenth Assembly (not counting Germany, whose membership 
had exi>ired on the 19th October) was abstaining altogether — ^like Austria, Hun- 
gary and Albania — from taking action agamst Italy under Article 16. This one 
additional complete defaulter was Paraguay. On the other hand, Dominica 
was taking action in regard to all the proposals which had been made up to date 
by the Co-ordination Committee; Guatemala had accepted these proposals in 
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time between the setting up of the Co-ordination Committee oti the 
10th October, 1935, and the taking of the comniitteo s deeision ot the 
6th July, 1936,^ to recommend the abandonment of tlio appli(‘ation 
of the sanctions against Italy as from the 15th of tliat month.- 

Thus even those states members of the League which were taking 
certain economic sanctions against Italy on account of her ))reiU‘h 
of the Covenant were themselves breaking the Covenant in luHiI- 
ling less than the whole of their covenanted obligation to break ofT 
economic intercourse, completely and immediately, with a (Covenant- 
breaking state; and this breach of contract and contravention ot 
international law on the part of Italy’s fellow states members of 1 he 
League was by no means merely theoretical or academic ; for, in this 
crucial economic field, neutrality was inherently impossilile. In so 
far as a state abstained from duly contributing to the frustration of 
Italy’s act of aggression by cutting off its trade with Italy, it was 
positively contributing to the successful accomplishment of tlu^ 
aggressor’s nefarious design by supplying him with the means of 
putting that design mto execution. 

])riuciple, and Salvador was taking action on one of tli(‘m (th(‘ prolnhition of 
the importation of Itahan goods). 

^ For this decision, see p. 512, below. 

* For the actual performance of states members in the application of sniu*- 
tions see pp. 233-5, below; and Monsieur Litvinov’s statement in the AwKonibly 
on the 1st July, 1936, cited on pp. 601-2, below. 

‘ The members of the League have in fact not followed or aiitempti'd to folhuv 
all the proposals made in the resolutions of 1921 — thus, for example, at. the 
time when these words are written there has been no severance of di])loinatii(* 
relations — ^but they have conformed to the general scheme and s})irit of t.ht‘ 
resolutions by applying economic sanctions gradually and in aceordance wit.h 
a common plan. They have not interpreted the Article as imposing uiion each 
member the difficult obhgation of severing at once “immediately ” its own trade 
and financial relations with Italy and preventmg all intercourse wit.h Italy 
by its own nationals and “the nationals of any other state whether a inembeV 
of the League or not ”, without first previously ascertaining the probable action 
of other members. . . . And perhaps the main example which the members 
have given of them acceptance of the inevitable “gradualness ” of the practi<‘al 
administration of the Article is that they have not, at the time when tliese 
words are written, passed on from action taken m their own territoiies to the 
interruption of all or any Itahan communications with the whole outer world 
by the imposition of a blockade at sea or by the declaration — by a sort <jf 
analog — of certain articles as contraband of war. On this point the language 
of Article 16 is categorical. If it is not obeyed, the plea must be a plea of con- 
fession and avoidance on the ground that the action prescribed is either im- 
possible or would certainly not achieve the end desired. Such a plea depends 
for its plausibility on the fact that all the G-reat Powers of the world are not 
members of the League. We are here in the domain of fact, not of pure law. 

necessity for gradualness or even abstention results not from the resolu- 
tions of 1931 nor from administrative necessities internal to the League.’ — 
Sir J ohii Fischer Williams in op, cU<. 
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For example, the spraying of poison gas over Abyssinian territory 
l)y Italian aeroplanes, from December 1935 onwards, and the con- 
sequent mutilation, and even killing, of non-combatant men, women 
and children, as well as members of the Abyssinian fighting forces, 
was a breach of the international convention of the 17th June, 1925, 
and a sin in the sight of God, in which other states besides Italy were 
implicated. For that poison could not have been sprayed from those 
aeroplanes if the oil fuel for driving the aeroplane engines had not 
been supphed to Italy — and this by sale at a commercial profit — 
by the nationals of the states which possessed and controlled the 
world’s oil supphes. This example was particularly clear, because 
Italy happened to be without oil resources of her own ; and the largest 
oil reserves that she had the physical means of accumulating would 
have been exhausted long before the use of poison gas reached its 
height in March and April 1936, if oil had been one of the exports 
to Italy which the sanction-taking states cut off as from the 18th 
November, 1935. The example was also particularly flagrant, because 
the resort to the use of poison gas on Italy’s part was a sensationally 
shocking piece of wickedness, as well as a gross violation of a treaty 
which Italy, as well as Abyssinia, had signed and ratified. At the 
same time, this example merely throws into relief a complicity with 
Italy, on the part of the other states members of the League, which 
extended over a much wider range. These other states were con- 
stituting themselves Italy’s accomplices in the measure in which 
their performance feU short of their pledge under Article 16 of the 
.Covenant. 

Apologists for this short measure of fulfilment sometimes pleaded 
ad misericordiam. It was true, they would admit, that the obligations 
of the Covenant were not being discharged in full ; but Signor Mussohni 
had threatened that a complete application of the obligatory economic 
sanctions would be answered, on his part, by war ; and to be involved 
,xa war was not, according to the apologists, in the bargain which was 
impUed in adherence to the Covenant, since Article 16 made the 
application of military sanctions obligatory only contingently. This 
is not the place for discussing whether this plea — ^which virtually 
invited the Covenant-breaker to dictate to the sanction-taking states 
what the limit of their fulfilment of their own obligations was to be — 
was either valid in law or sound in policy. It must, however, be 
pointed out that, even if the states which were fulfilling less than 
their obligations could prove that they were influenced wholly by 
cowardice and not at all by covetousness, the actual effect of their 
default was not merely to assist the aggressor and to injure his victim. 
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The eHect was not only military but commercial ; and its commercial 
aspect was the flow of war profits into the pockets of the nationals ot 
the states which were imperfectly performing their covenanted duty to 
subject the aggressor to a complete and immediate economic boycott. 

In this hght, the criminal act of military aggression against a. 
primitive African community, which was being executed by ItUrlian^ 
hands, presents itself, on a larger view, as the common crime ot 
Western Christendom — and this not merely in the indirect sc‘ns(' 
that the Itahans were taking advantage of the common stock of 
modern Western scientific techmque by the unrestricted prostitution, 
to military purposes, of the equivocal power over Physical Natiu'c 
which modern Western Man had derived from his recent scicntitic 
discoveries. The compHcity of the non-Itahan majority of Western 
Christians in the crime of their Itahan fellow citizens of the Uer'^pubhea 
Christiana was more direct than this, and more sordid. Europeans 
and Americans beyond the borders of Italy were deliberately and 
cagerty making commercial profits out of the will and the power of 
an Itahan dictator to wring from an already ruined Italian ])eoplo 
the purchasing -power that he required for buying abroad the material 
means for waging war on the almost defenceless people of Abyssinia. 
This world-wide purveyance of supphes to Italy and to the Italian 
colonies in East Africa was carried on crescendo during the month>s 
immediately preceding the outbreak of war in East Africa on the 3rd 
October, 1935, though it was manifest all the time that these supphes 
were going to be used by Italy for the purpose of committing an 
act of mihtary aggression against a neighbour who was her fellow 
member of the League of Nations.^ And after the outbreak of the war 

^ Tlio nature, range and scale of this world-wide evo-of-the-war traflic in 
the means of war, for the account of Italy, may be surmised from the following 
ghmpses of it. On the 25th August, for example, it was announced that a 
* Glasgow firm of engineers’ had ‘secured a contract from the Italian Govern- 
ment for the supply of a large and elaborate distillation plant. This plant, 
it ’ was ‘understood was ‘for the use of the Italian army in East Africa and’ 
was ‘intended to ensure an adequate supply of pure water for troops opeiating 
in an awkward and difficult country. Such plant, it’ was ‘stated’, was ‘not 
regarded as munitions of war, and ’ was ‘not affected by the ban on the export 
of armaments’. (The Times, 26th August, 1935.) On the 26th August, the 
press published a Reuter message stating that, in July 1935 alone, 45,000 
hectolitres of drinking water, distilled at Aden, had been sold by the British 
to the Italian authorities for export to Somalia (Le Temps, 26th August, 1935). 
In July 1935, according to the ofiBloial statistics of the United States Govern- 
ment, 62,169 tons of scrap-iron were shipped to Italy from New York, as 
against 21,803 tons in July 1934; and the value of the shipments rose to 
$610,161 in July 1935 from $240,367 in June 1934 (The Nmo Torh Times, 
29th August, 1935). Before the end of August it was reported that orders for 
100,000 pairs of boots for the Italian army were bemg placed in Northampton- 
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this ghoulish traffic did not cease. Even in the commodities that were 
included in the scope of the sanctions recommended by the Co-ordina- 
tion Committee the traffic continued until the traffickers received 
their warning that, in these particular lines, their business — ^including 
existing contracts which had not been paid for in full by the 19th 
October, 1935 — was to be prohibited by Governmental action as from 
the ISth November ^ In all other commodities the traffic continued 
until the war-market was closed through the termination of the war 
itself as a result of the complete military triumph of Italy and 
complebe collapse of her Abyssinian victim. Until that day arrived, at 
the beginiung of May 1936, there was never any prospect that the 

shire, anti that more were ex\)ectecl to follow (The Times, 20tli August, 1935). 
On the 5th Sopteniher Italian agents were reported to he arranging, in the 
Polish textile manufacturing cities o£ Jjodz and Bialystok, for a supply of 
woollen blanketiS for the Italian army; and at the same time a elcarmg agiee- 
meiit for mcreasod deliveries of Polish coal to Italy was leported to he under 
negotiatitai hetweeii the l^ohsh and Italian Governments (The Times, Gtli 
Sept emlier, 1935). On the same date reports came in of shiinnents to Italy of 
(iereals, (*oah oil and timber from Russia and of eoieals, dried vegetables and 
fruits and olive oil from Turkey (The New York Times, 0th Seidembcr, 1035, 
The Times, 7th September, 1935). Coal and cattle were afterwards added to 
the Turkish contribution (The Daily Telegraph, 5th October, 1935; The Man- 
chester Guardian, lOtli October, 1935). By the middle of September, Czecho- 
slovakia was reaping lier share of the war-harvest by sending Italy coal, and 
Austria by sending her iron and machinery (The Financial News, l-itli 
September, 1935). And then the British temtorios adjoining the war-zone 
joined in the scramble — Kenya sending bullocks and donkeys and foodstuifs 
and fodder (T/fe New York Times, 23rd Seiitember, 1935), and the Sudan sheep, 
cattle and cotton (The Manchester Guardian, 23id September, 1935) In 
Kenya, in iiarticular, the business community seems to have sciaped togetlici 
and despatched to Mogadiscio every kind of portable goods on which it was 
possible to lay hands: gasolme, kerosene, motor trucks, beer, condensed milk, 
soap, lamps, railway material, tires, tubes, galvanized iron (The New York 
Times, 22nd September, 1935; The Times, 23rd September, 1935; The Daily 
Telegraph, 1st October, 1935). On the 25th September it was lepoited from 
distant Scandinavia that Swedish factories wore working day and night to 
execute Italian orders (The New York Times, 26th September, 1935). And at 
the end of September Italy’s war preparations were declared to be the dominant 
factor in the world wheat market (The Financial News, 28th September, 1935). 
The last picture on tins news-reel is that of an Italian ship at Mombasa loading 
supplies for the Italian army at record speed during the time of grace which 
she was allowed to spend in harbour under the Hague neutrality rules (The 
Daily Telegraph, 12th November, 1935). This aggressor merchant ship was 
aptly named the Hursum Oorda , for, at the scent of war-profits, men of business 
had lifted up their hearts not only in Kenya but all over the World. The ran- 
dom ffiustrations of this war-profit -making that have been given above are 
sufficient to show how widely ‘the civilized world* of the day had impheated 
itself in advance in the blood-guiltiness for the innocent blood that Italian 
hands were to shed. The Italian military campaign in East Africa conld be 
described in economic terms as a world-wide business transaction. 

^ See p. 232, below. 
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traffic in juridically permissible war-supplies for Italy would eea vse un t i 1 
Italy’s means of paying cash, in goldd had been exhausted. At that 
point, presumably, the traffic would have ceased even it the Italian 
gold reserve had been exhausted before the Abyssinian capacity lor 
resistance; for, even in the countries where the traffic was Ixung 
defended on the ground that it was the only alternative to war, it was 
not being suggested that Governments should carry their siirreiuU'r 
to Signor Mussolini’s threat of war to the length of compeULiig tludi* 
own nationals to supply Italy gratis with oil and other key (uini- 
modities that were not on the sanctions Hst! The demand which 
they were unwilling to resist under threat of w’ar was only th(' 
demand that they should furnish these commodities in return for 
payment at war prices. 

With this preface, some account may now^ be given of the (Ni- 
ordination Committee’s work. The economic significance and elTects o 1‘ 
the sanctions which were actually put into force on the recommenda-' 
tion of the Co-ordination Committee are examined in another chapter 
of this volume. 2 Accordingly, in this place the record may he coiifhuKl 
to an account of the procedure itself and of its political bearings. 

At its first meeting on the morning of the 11th October, 1935, 
the Co-ordination Committee elected as its chairman® Sonhor de 
Vasconcellos (Portugal), and then appointed a ‘Little Co-ordination 
Committee ’ consisting of the chairman ex officio, together with the* 
delegates of the Union of South Africa, Argentina, Belgium, tlu^ 
United Kingdom, Canada, France, Greece, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Rumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the U.S.S.R. and 
Jugoslavia. This inner committee was expressly empowered to co-o])t 
new members ; and on the 12th October it co-opted Mexico. There- 
after, it was known as the Committee of Eighteen. Tliis Committee 
of Eighteen became in practice the body which made the recommenda- 
tions for the application of sanctions against Italy ; and the possibility 
of effective action was assured to it by the terms of the following 
resolution^ which was adopted by the full Co-ordination Committee 
on the 19th October, at the last meeting of its first session: 

The Co-ordination Committee requests the Committee of Eighteen to 

continue in session in order to follow the execution of the proposals 

^ In A.n. 1935, Judas — enliglitcned by his last nineteen centuries of com- 
mercial practice — ^was unwilling to take payment in silver. 

“ See section (xii) below. 

® The Secretary of the Co-ordination Committee was Mr. Loveday, tlie 
Director of the Financial Section and Economic Intelligence Service of the 
League of Nations Secretariat. 

^ Text in the British White Paper BtJiio'pia No. 1 of 1936 [Gmd. 5071], p. 50. 
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ah'Gady submitted to Governinents, and to put such new proposals as it 
may thmk advisable to make before the Co-ordination Committee or 
the Governments represented thereon. To this end, the Committee 
of Eighteen shall appomt such sub -committees, technical or other, as it 
may deem fit among its own members or from those of the Co-ordination 
C^ommittee. 

All the meetings of the Committee of Eighteen and of its technical 
sub -committees were held in private. 

At its first meeting, at 3 p m on the afternoon of the 11th October, 
1935, the Committee of Eighteen^ first elected the chairman of the 
C-o -ordination Committee to be its own chairman, and then rejected 
a suggestion, which w^as favoured by the representatives of Argentina, 
Poland and Switzerland, that the committee should take the Assembly 
resolutions of the 4th October, 1921,^ as the basis for its work. This 
suggestion, which would have resulted, if adopted, in a considerable 
limitation of the freedom of action which the committee possessed as 
an ad hot association of sovereign states, was vigorously and success- 
fully opposed by the representatives of Rumania, Canada and the 
United Kingdom. Mi*. Eden tother succeeded in extricating the 
committee from the rut of a juridical debate, into which it had thus 
threatened to fall at the outset of its career, and bringing it to the point 
of taking the urgent practical action which was the committee’s sole, 
and vitally important, raison d'etre. He proposed that the committee 
should at once recommend the raising of the arms embargo against 
Abyssinia and the imposition of an arms embargo against Italy, and 
that it should also agree upon a hst of arms — ^for which the United 
States Government’s list^ might serve as a basis. Thereupon the 
committee drafted a proposal,^ embodying these suggestions, for 
recommendation by the Co-ordination Committee to the Govern- 
ments. The American list of arms was extended to include powder 
and explosives ; the arms embargo against Italy was made to apply 
to contracts in process of execution;^ and each Government was 

^ Actually, the committee did not co-opt its eighteenth member until its 
se(‘nnd meeting, which was held on the 12th October (see above). 

“ See p. 215, above. ^ See pp. 240-1, 242, below. 

* Text in the British White Paper Ethiopia No, 1 o£ 1936 [Cmd. 5071], p. 43. 
^ This provision was likewise included in the subsequent proposals for 
refusing all imiiorts from Italy and withholdmg some exports (in addition to 
the ams list) to Italy. The practical importance of this non-exemption of 
existing contracts may be gauged from the account — given on pp. 220-2, 
above — of^the rush which had been made by the business community all over 
the World on the eve of the outbreak of war to do a profitable business with 
Italy in supplying her war needs — ^which, of course, ranged over a far wider 
list of commodities than the list of arms and munitions or even the list of the 
materials required for manufacturing arms and munitions. 
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* requested to inform the Committee, through the Secretary-Goneral 
of the League, within the shortest possible time, of the measures 
which it ’ had taken to put the proposal into effect. This recominencla* 
tion from the Committee of Eighteen for an arms embargo (' Proposal 
No. 1 ’) was adopted by the Co-ordination Committee unanimously — 
the Hungarian delegate alone abstaining — ^that same afternoon. 
Meanwhile, the Committee of Eighteen had appointed a Sub-(V)m- 
mittee for Einancial Measures and also a Sub -Committee of Military 
Experts to complete the list of arms 
At the second meeting of the Committee of Eighteen, which was 
held on the 12fch October, the chairman broached the question whether 
the proposals adopted by the committee were to be communicated 
to non-member states ; and, after a prehminary discussion on this 
point, the committee began its consideration of economic measures. 
Under this head, Mr. Eden proposed, as likely to prove the most 
effective form of economic sanction, a refusal to take imports from 
Italy; and he submitted that 'an embargo by all members of the 
League on Itahan goods would cut off roughly 70 per cent, of Italy's 
export trade’. At the same sitting, the French representative, Mon- 
sieur Coulondxe, proposed that a sub-committee should be appointed 
to report on possibiHties of cutting off the importation into Italy of 
'the material means for carrying on the war’ over and above the List 
of ' arms, ammunition and implements of war ’ m the narrower sense : 
and he suggested that his own proposal should be given priority over 
Mr. Eden’s (though this without suggesting that Mr. Eden’s should 
be ruled out of consideration). Monsieur Titulescu then pointed out 
that the British and the French proposals were not mutually incom- 
patible ; and he gave his blessing to both — ^with the stipulation that a 
committee should be set up to study the execution of the provision in 
Article 16 of the Covenant, paragraph 3, for mutual supj)oi't in tlu^ 
financial and economic measures taken under this ai-ticle, in ordf^r to 
minimize the resulting loss and inconvenience. Monsieur Motta dw(‘lt 
on the difficulty that Switzerland would find in breaking off economic 
relations with Italy, and he suggested that Mi*. Eden's proj)OHal, as 
well as Monsieur Coulondre’s, should be referred to a technical sub- 
committee. Thereupon Mr, Eden declared that ho welcomed Mon- 
sieur Coulondxe’s proposal in itself, but deprecated the order of 
priority which the French delegate had suggested. 

He would not wish to see his own proposals sent to a tocjhnical sub- 
committee to be examined after the French proposals, for he feared that 
in that event a very long time might elapse before they cam(^ back 
to the Committee of Eighteen To be quite frank, he did not believe 
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that it was in the least necessary to send his proposals to a technical 
sub- committee at all; they did not require any technical elaboration 
whatsoever. What they required was an admittedly very difficult 
pohtical decision. 

When, however, the question of economic measures came up again 
for consideration by the Committee of Eighteen at its fourth meeting, 
on the afternoon of the 14th October, Monsieur Coulondre proposed 
that one sub-committee should be appointed to examine both Mr. 
Eden’s proposal and his own, and another to study the question of 
mutual support — with a request that the two sub -committees should 
' pursue their work with the utmost dJigence ’ — and this time Mr. Eden 
agreed to the suggested procedure, with a stipulation that his own 
proposal 'should bo approved at latest on or about the 18th October’, 
Meanwhile, at the third meeting of the Committee of Eighteen on 
the morning of the 14th October, a draft submitted by the Sub- 
committee for Financial Measures ('Proposal No. 2’)^ had been 
adopted with certain amendments ; and at the end of this meeting 
and the beginning of the fourth meeting on the afternoon of the same 
day the committee had gone into the question of stops to be taken by 
members of the League in respect of their public law, in the event of 
Governments finding that the laws already on the statute-book did 
not provide them with the powers necessary for putting the Co- 
ordination Committee’s recommendations into effect. In order to 
guard against delays from this cause, the following resolution was 
proposed by Mr. Eden and adopted by the Committee of Eighteen at 
its fom'th meeting: 

The Governments are invited to put m operation at once such of the 
measures recommended as can be enforced without fresh legislation, and 
to take all practicable steps to secure that the measures recommended 
arc completely put into operation by the 31st October, 1935. Any 
Governments which find it impossible to secure the requisite legisla- 
tion by that date are requested to inform the committee, through the 
Secretary-General, of the date by which they expect to be able to do so. 

At the same meeting the Committee of Eighteen reaffirmed the 
stipulations for mutual support in Article 16 of the Covenant, para- 
graph 3, and appointed a Legal Sub -Committee. 

The draft declaration, reaffirming these stipulations of the Cove- 
nant, and 'Proposal No. 2’ (Finanoial Measures), as amended by the 
Committee of Eighteen, were both adopted by the Co-ordination Com- 
mittee at its third meeting, which was held after the fourth meeting 
of the Committee of Eighteen on the afternoon of the 14th October. 
On the afternoon of the 16th October, the Committee of Eighteen 
^ Text in Gmd- 5071, pp, 44-5. 
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at its fifth meeting, and the Co-ordination Committee at its fourth 
meeting, successively adopted a resolution which had been di’aftcd 
by the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee of Eighteen on ste])s 
to be taken by members of the League in respect of their public law, 
and also a revised list of arms, which had been drawn up by the Sub- 
Committee of Military Experts and which was now embodied in a 
‘Proposal No. 1 a’.^ The legal resolution ran as follows : 

The Committee of Co-ordination, 

Considering that it is important to ensure rapid and effective applica- 
tion of the measures which have been and may subsequently bo j)roposod 
by the Committee ; 

Considering that it rests with each country to apply these measures 
in accordance with its public law and, in particular, the powers of its 
Government in regard to execution of treaties : 

Calls attention to the fact that the members of the League, being 
bound by the obligations which flow from Article 16 of the Covenant, 
are under a duty to take the necessary steps to enable thorn to carry 
out these obligations with all requisite rapidity. 

The Sub-Committee on Economic Measures completed its work only 
one day later than Mr. Eden had demanded, for the results of the 
sub-committee’s labours were ready for consideration by the Com- 
mittee of Eighteen when the latter began its sixth meeting, on the 
morning of the 19th October. Senhor de Vasoonoellos was now able 
to announce that the sub-committee had found Mr. Eden’s and Mon- 
sieur Coulondre’s proposals to be ‘in no sense incompatible’ but, ‘on 
the contrary, mutually complementary’; and they had also found, 
as Mr. Eden had predicted, that, ‘by its very nature, the text relating 
to the prohibition of the importation of Italian goods had not needed 
detailed technical study’. A draft resolution prohibiting the impor- 
tation of Italian goods (‘Proposal No. 3’)^ was discussed by the com- 
mittee at this meeting ; a draft resolution for an embargo on certain 
exports to Italy (‘Proposal No. 4’),® as well as a draft on the organiza- 
tion of mutual support (‘Proposal No. 5’),^ was considered at the 
seventh meeting, on the afternoon of the same day. In the discussion 
of ‘Proposal No. 3 ’ the debate turned on the question of the date on 
which the Co-ordination Committee was to reassemble ‘for the pur- 
pose of fixing, in the light of the replies received [from Governments], 
the date on which the . . . measures should be put into operation ’ — 
and this question equally affected ‘Proposal No. 4 ’. The date inserted 
(at Mr. Eden’s instance) in the sub-committee’s original draft had 
been the 29th October; the Turkish delegate proposed the 4th 

^ Text in typ. dt., pp. 43-4. 

* Op, gU,, pp. 46-7. 


^ Op, cit,, pp. 45-6. 

* Op, cit, pp. 47-50. 
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November; and the committee compromised by deciding, by a 
majority, in favour of the 31st October. The debate on ‘Proposal 
No. 5 ’ turned on the delicate question of whether, and to what extent, 
the non-sanction-taking states (of whom some were members of the 
League, and other non-members) should be penahzed, or, short of 
that, should be prevented from deriving special advantages for them- 
selves from the imposition of sanctions against Italy on the part of 
the sanction-taking states members. Proposals Nos. 3, 4 and 5 were 
adopted by the Co-ordination Committee at its fifth meeting on the 
evening of the 19th October. 

At the same meetmg, the Co-ordination Committee adopted a 
resolution (quoted above )^ for keeping the Committee of Eighteen in 
being, and they also adopted the text of a communication, to the 
following effect, which was to be sent by the chairman to the Govern- 
ments of non-member states : 

The Chairman of the Committee of Co-ordination of Measures to be 
taken under Article 16 of the Covenant has the honour to transmit 
herewith to states non-members of the League, in accordance with 
the decision of the Co-ordination Committee, formed as the result of the 
recommendation adopted by the Assembly on the 10th October, the 
principal recent documents in the Italo-Ethiopian dispute, including 
the minutes of the Council of the 7th October, the minutes of the 
Assembly of the 9th to 11th October, and the recommendations of the 
Co-ordination Committee. He is instructed to add that the Governments 
represented on the Co-ordination Committee would welcome any com- 
munication which any non-member state may deem it proper to make or 
notification of any action which it may be taking in the circumstances. 

Thus, within ten days of the Assembly's concurrence with the 
fin di n gs of the Council, a committee representing fifty-two states 
members of the League had adopted — ^for recommendation to the 
Governments of aU states members except the three dissentients and 
the two belligerents — ^five proposals which, if put into effect, would 
fulfil a substantial part, though by no means the whole, ^ of the 

^ On pp. 222-3. 

® This point was underlined by Monsieur Litvinov in a statement which he 
made at a meeting of the Co-ordination Committee on the 19th October, 1936: 

‘Those measures constituted a system of economic sanctions, but the 
system was not exhaustive. The Co-ordination Committee had not gone the 
whole possible length of economic sanctions, because it had taken into con- 
sideration a number of circumstances peculiar to the case with which it was 
dealing. It did not foUow, therefore, that the present limitation of the 
sanctions adopted could be taken in the future as a precedent in other 
cases of aggression, where it might well be decided to enlarge upon the 
present system.* 

Compare the passages, quoted on pp. 601-2, below, from Monsieur Litvinov’s 
speech in the Assembly of the League on the 1st July, 1936. 



228 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect, vi 


obligations to which each state member was committed under Article 
16 of the Covenant. Notwithstanding its incompleteness, this was a 
remarkable international achievement — and that on several different 
accounts. 

In the first place, the League was here doing pioneer work in a 
wholly unexplored piece of country. The whole organization for 
studying and proposing the sanctions had to be improvised at a few 
hours’ notice; and even when the Co-ordination Committee and the 
Committee of Eighteen and the several technical sub -committees had 
been successively set up, they had to set to work without any pre- 
cedents to guide them, and at the same time to accomplish their task, 
as a matter of extreme urgency, under high pressure. Moreover, the 
architects of these sanctions had to overcome first a general dis- 
inclination to impose any fresh economic strain upon a social fabric 
which had barely begun to recover from a devastating economic 
depression, and then the particular disinclination of each sanction- 
taking state to make national sacrifices — a disinclination which was 
a formidable force in an age when national selfishness was being 
cultivated as the quintessence of pubfic virtue under the name of 
sacro egoimio?' Moreover, the difficulty of demanding such sacrifices 
was accentuated by the inevitable inequafity of the incidence of 
the sacrifice as between this country and that. Some countries — ^for 
example, Jugoslavia and Rumania — stood to lose, through the opera- 
tion of Proposals Nos. 3 and 4, a notably larger proportion of their 
foreign trade than the majority of their associates; others — ^for 
example, Prance, Switzerland and Spain — ^were specially sensitive to 
the prospect of the deterioration in their political relations with Italy 
which their participation in the common sanctions might entail ; and 
these unavoidable and considerable inequalities of sacrifice and of 
risk could only be redressed in a rough and ready way, and to an 
uncertain degree, by the implementation of the provisions in the 
Covenant for mutual support (economic and political) — ^however 
loyally these obligations might be fulfilled by states members which 
might find themselves less hard hit or less dangerously exposed. In 
these far from propitious circumstances, the solidarity of the Co- 
ordination Committee and the energy of the Committee of Eighteen 
and the rapid working of the several technical sub -committees took 
the world by surprise. 

What was it that accounted for this unexpected and noteworthy 

^ The phrase sacfro egoismo per V Italia seems first to have been used by 
Signor Salandxa, at that time Prime Minister of Italy, in a speech which he 
made on taking charge of the Italian Foreign Office on the 16th October, 1914, 
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success — at any rate, in the first stage — of a new essay in international 
co-operation in an epoch in which, in general, the conduct of inter- 
national affairs had been attended with more numerous failures and 
more disheartening frustrations than that of any other department 
of the social fife of the Oecumenical Society of the age ? The remark- 
able activity of the Governments represented on the Co-ordination 
Committee was generated by the combined operation of at least four 
distinct factors. 

One factor was a hvely reahzation — in the mind of the peo])les,^ as 
weU as in the mind of the Governments — of what the penalties for 
hesitation and failure in this case would be. The League of Nations 
had barely survived the Japanese breach of the Covenant;^ the 
Itahan breach, which had now followed at an interval of only four 
years, was still more fiagrant ; and it was impossible to be blind to the 
truth that the League was bound to collapse under this second blow 
if the Itahan aggressor were permitted to strike it with impunity. 
Peoples and Governments which were unwilling to make any serious 
sacrifices for the sake of the League were at the same time apj)alled 
by the prospect of an Ishmaehtish struggle of all against all which 
would be the inevitable sequel to an annihilation of the collective 
security which the League represented. This sense of the gravity of 
the hour prevailed to some extent over the inertia and timidity that 
reigned at this time in pubHc affairs in aU countries other than the des- 
perate-minded, diotatorially governed, totahtarian states. The effect 
of this stimulus was apparent in the action of France, Switzerland 
and Spain ; for all these three states participated (however reluctantly 
and half-heartedly) in the application of sanctions, in spite of the 
fact that their national outlooks and policies tempted all three of 
them to turn a bhnd eye to Italy’s misconduct. 

There was a second stimulus which was personal, and this was the 
personality of Mr, Anthony Eden — ^for the Itahans were as right in 
believing that Mr, Eden’s role was important as they were wrong in 
denouncing it as illegitimate. The success of the dictators (who had 
been the only successful politicians in the world so far in the post-war 
period) had demonstrated — ^if a truism needed demonstrating — ^that, 
in the Great Society of the twentieth century of the Christian Era, 
personal leadership was still as important a factor in pubhe affairs 
as it had ever been (notwithstanding the attempts of nineteenth- 
century Western philosophers to present human history in impersonal 

^ See section, (ii) above. 

® See Survey for 1931, Part IV, section (iii) (4); the Survey for 1932, 
Part V, section (iv^) ; and the Survey for 1933, Part IV, section (iv). 
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terms, as a process of the same kind as the growth of a coral-reef or 
the depositing of a mud-bank). Opportunities for leadership were, of 
course, not confined to dictatorially governed communities ; they also 
existed in democratic states and international associations ; and at 
Geneva in the autumn of 1935 Mr. Eden found, and seized, an oppor- 
tunity for exercising a democratic leadership. His age told in his 
favour; for, as a representative of a doubly and trebly decimated 
generation, he had a rarity value in a world that was still being 
governed (apart from the dictatorships) by men who had already 
reached middle age before 1914. And, in Mr. Eden’s case, this for- 
tuitous advantage of belonging to the generation which had borne the 
brunt of the War of 1914-18 was reinforced by his personal energy, his 
resourcefulness and his behef in the policy which he was endeavouring 
to put into effect.^ Assuredly the Committee of Eighteen would have 
accomphshed much less than it did accomplish if Mr. Eden had not 
been serving on it. 

There were also two negative and impersonal factors which played 
their part. One of these was the precocious gift for technique which 
had been bestowed, by an ironical Destiny, upon a society which 
would have seemed morally infantile to an Indian observer of the 
fifth century b.o. or to a West-European observer of the twelfth 
century of the Christian Era, if either had risen up in judgment with 
this generation. This prodigious technological virtuosity of the Oecu- 
menical Society of the twentieth century was almost as apt at the 
mechanization of human relations as it was at the mechanization of 
brute matter ; and in so far as the imposition of sanctions was a matter 
of complex organization, and not of 'very difficult political decisions 
the people who were now called upon to take action were in their 
element. 

Finally, there was the fact that the particular operations which the 
experts were instructed to carry out were as familiar to them as they 
were congenial to the spirit of the times ; for the weapons which were 
now being turned to international account for the social purpose of 
frustrating an act of international aggression, and thereby vindicat- 
ing the principle of collective security, had been recently forged in 
national armouries for the anti-social purposes of economic nationalism. 
As Mr. Eden confessed in advocating the embargo on the acceptance 
of Italian exports, 

It is a measure which can be brought into operation immediately in any 

country where the necessary legislative authority exists. Limitation 

^ For tMs belief, see, for example, Mr. Eden’s speech at Leamington on the 
28th October, 1935. 
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of imports by quota has unfortunately been only too common for some 
time past in many countries, and the administrative authorities, there- 
fore, would not be undertaking a task to which they wore not accustomed. 

Taken together, these considerations explain the achievement of 
the Committee of Eighteen in framing, and of the Co-ordination 
Committee in adopting for recommendation, in the nhie days between 
the 11th and the 19th October, 1935, the five proposals recounted 
above. It remains to record the response of the Governments. 

When the Co-ordination Committee duly reassembled at Geneva 
at 6 p.m. on the 31st October, 1935, the chairman was able at once 
to report to his colleagues ‘that fifty Governments had prohibited, 
or were about to prohibit, the export to Italy of arms, munitions and 
war material, in conformity with Proposal No. 1 adopted on the 11th 
October. The Government of the United States of America had 
prohibited, even before the committee’s dehberations, the export of 
arms, munitions and war material to either of the parties to the dis- 
pute. In the next place, forty -nine Governments had aheady taken 
action on Proposal No. 2, or had declared their readiness to take such 
action. With regard to Proposals Nos. 3 and 4 for the prohibition of 
imports from Italy and the embargo on certain exports to Italy, the 
rephes received from forty-eight Governments already warranted 
the conclusion that those proposals had met with very extensive 
agreement on the part of Governments. Lastly, thirty-nine rephes 
had been received to Proposal No. 5. ’ 

The Committee of Eighteen, at two meetings held earher on the 
same day, had already been considering special cases raised in rephes 
from Governments, and especially the date of the coming into force 
of the proposed measures ; the question of contracts in course of 
execution and the general question of clearing agreements ; and the 
problems of outstanding claims and of the execution of fully-paid 
contracts. These discussions of special cases were continued on the 
1st and 2nd November at three more meetings of the Committee of 
Eighteen ; and at the meeting on the morning of the 2nd it was also 
decided to propose to the Co-ordination Committee that the 18th 
November should be chosen as the date for the entry into force of the 
measures indicated in Proposals Nos. 3 and 4. 

Among the intentions, notified by particular Governments, of 
departing from the Co-ordination Committee's five proposals, the 
notifications which excited the greatest interest and concern were 
those from Luxembourg and Switzerland in regard to Proposal 
No. 1 (the arms embargo). While consenting to put this proposal into 
operation against Italy, these two states both insisted upon putting 
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it into operation at the same time against Abyssinia, on the ground 
that it was both improper and impohtic for them, as states vowed 
to peipetual neutrality, to discriminate in this matter between the 
aggressor and his victim. This Swiss and Luxembourgeois deviation 
from the line that was being followed, in the arms embargo, by other 
sanction-taking countries was no doubt of slight practical impor- 
tance in the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, since Abyssinia could obtain her 
foreign supplies of arms from other sources ; but at the same time it 
constituted a precedent which might prove to be of crucial practical 
importance in future conflicts — ^particularly if the scene of action 
were not Africa but Europe. For example, if Switzerland — ^with the 
same deliberate indiscriminateness — ^were to prohibit the re-export 
and transit, besides the export, of arms to the legally certified victims 
as well as to the legally certified perpetrators of aggression in some 
future European war in which the certified victims of aggression were 
France and her East-European allies, this Swiss policy might seriously 
hamper the victims’ endeavours to co-operate with one another for 
their joint self-defence against the aggressor. On this account, the 
policy of Switzerland and Luxembourg was not allowed, on the Com- 
mittee of Eighteen, to pass without energetic protests from the repre- 
sentatives of France, the Little Entente, the Balkan Entente and the 
Soviet Union ; and it was significant that the representative of Poland 
joined the chorus. 

These meetings of the Committee of Eighteen were followed, on 
the afternoon of the 2nd November, by another meeting of the Co- 
ordination Committee at which the French and British Governments 
were represented respectively by Monsieur Laval and Sir Samuel 
Hoare, At this meeting the Co-ordination Committee adopted resolu- 
tions submitted by the Committee of Eighteen, in which the Govern- 
ments were asked to bring Proposals Nos. 2, 3 and 4 into force by the 
18th November. They also adopted a resolution,^ likewise submitted 
by the Committee of Eighteen, on outstanding claims ; and they agreed 
to a proposal, made by the Committee of Eighteen, that, as an ex- 
ception to Proposal No. 3, contracts for which payment had been 
made in fuU by the 19th October, 1935, might be executed. These 
ratificatory formalities were not, however, the only business that was 
transacted by the Co-ordination Committee on this occasion. It was 
not for that purpose that Monsieur Laval and Sir Samuel Hoare had 
taken the trouble to attend. The political pronouncements made by 
these two statesmen on the 2nd November, 1935, from the platform 
provided by the Co-ordination Committee, and the suggestion thrown 
^ Text in Gmd. 5071, p. 52. 
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out by the Belgian representative. Monsieur van Zeeland, on the 
strength of what his French and English colleagues had just said, 
are dealt with below^ in connexion with the history of the abortive 
'Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’. Amotion, wliich was made at this second 
session of the Committee of Eighteen, for extending the range of 
sanctions beyond the hunts of the existing five proposals, is also dealt 
with in the same context. In the present chapter, we have still to 
follow out the response of the Governments to the five proposals 
which had been recommended by the Co-ordination Committee 
between the 11th and the 19th October. 

On the 6th November, at the last meeting of its second session, the 
Committee of Eighteen 'requested certain Governments^ to nominate 
experts to study in Geneva the information furnished by Govern- 
ments concerning the application of the measures proposed by the 
Co-ordination Committee and to furnish the chairman with such 
assistance as he might desire, more particularly with regard to any 
question which might be submitted to him by Governments with 
regard to the application of those measures. The experts met from 
the 27th to the 30th November and from the 10th to the 12th Decem- 
ber, 1935, and studied the replies received from Governments with 
reference to the application of the proposals of the Co-ordination Com- 
mittee and such texts of laws and decrees as had reached Geneva by 
the date of the 11th December.’ In their report,® which was dated 
the 12th December, 1935, the experts informed the Committee of 
Eighteen that, on the showing of the replies received at Geneva, 
Proposal No.l had been accepted by fifty-two Governments, and fifty 
of these Governments had notified the Co-ordination Committee of 
its entry into force ; Proposal No. 2 had been accepted by fifty-two 
Governments, and forty-seven of these Governments had notified 
the Co-ordination Committee of its entry into force ; Proposal No. 3 
had been accepted by fifty Governments, and forty-three of these 
Governments had notified the Co-ordination Committee of its entry 
into force ; Proposal No. 4 had been accepted by fifty-one Govern- 
ments, and forty-five of these Governments had notified the Co-ordi- 
nation Committee of its entry into force ; Proposal No. 5 had been 
accepted by forty-six Governments. In addition, three Governments 
had sent communications which would appear to indicate their accep- 
tance in principle, 

^ See pp. 285-6, below. 

^ The countries sending experts were: Belgium, United Kingdom, Prance, 
Grreeoe, Netherlands, Poland, Kumania, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and Jugoslavia, 

® Omd. 6071, pp. 67-66. 
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In certain countries in which legislative action had not yet been 
taken, draft laws incorporating the principles of the Co-ordination 
Committee’s proposals were before Parliament* 

Four states — ^Albania, Austria, Hungary and Paraguay — were 
taking no action under Article 16 of the Covenant, Guatemala had 
in principle accepted the proposals of the Co-ordination Committee, 
but it would not appear to be clear from the documents before that 
committee that it had taken the necessary measures. The Government 
of Salvador had remarked that, of the proposals of the Co-ordination 
Committee, only Proposal No. 3 (on which it had acted) had any 
practical significance so far as its territory was concerned. 

Two of the states that were executing Proposals Nos. 1 and 1 a 
(export of arms) — ^namely, Luxembourg and Switzerland — ^had pro- 
hibited the export of arms, ammunition and implements of war both 
to Ethiopia and to Italy. 

In Austria and Hungary, the export of arms was illegal and was 
prohibited under the Treaties of Peace. 

Certain of the countries executing Proposal No. 3 (prohibition of 
the importation of Itahan goods) had considered it desirable, in order 
to render the system effective, to demand a certificate of origin for 
goods coming from countries neighbours of Italy which were not 
applying Proposal No. 3. 

The Swiss Government had not prohibited the import of goods from 
Italy, but had entered into a clearing agreement under which, accord- 
ing to the explanation given to the committee, any transfer from 
Switzerland of funds derived from Itahan exports would be rendered 
impossible. The committee had been informed that the total value of 
imports from and exports to Italy would not in any quarter exceed 
the total value of such imports and exports respectively during the 
corresponding period of 1934 and that, furthermore, the Federal 
Government reserved to itself the right to apply this limitation, not 
only to the total value of imports and exports, but also to classes of 
goods. 

The committee had made a study of the area covered by the 
measures taken by the Governments of members of the League. It 
appeared from this study that aU colonies, protectorates, dependen- 
cies, condominiums, leased territories and mandated territories of 
countries which had apphed measures were covered by those measures, 
with the exception of the Spanish colonies, of Morocco (with reference 
to which conversations were about to be initiated) and of Spitzbergen, 
which was icebound at this time of year. 

In territories subject to concessions, the nationals of states which 
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had applied measures were, or would shortly be, bound by the stipula- 
tions of those laws or decrees. 

Furthermore, the Dominion of Newfoundland had up to date taken 
measures to enforce Proposals Nos. 1 and 2 and was taking the neces- 
sary action with regard to Proposals Nos. 3 and 4, 

The committee did not consider that it fell within its functions to 
review the situation m non-member states or the action which had 
been taken in order to draw their attention to the proposals of the 
Co-ordination Committee. 

The report from which the facts above mentioned have been ex- 
tracted was a monument not only to the technical organizing abihty 
of the society in which these compheated measures were being recom- 
mended and executed and surveyed, but also to the high standard of 
the good faith with which some fifty states members of the League 
were discharging their obhgations under Article 16 of the Covenant 
within the limits within which the Co-ordination Committee had 
recommended that these obhgations should be fulfilled.^ At the same 
time, even in this far from complete appheation of Article 16, there 
was probably a greater discrepancy between promise and performance 
than would be apparent if the oflicial figures and the reassuring 
formulae of the Experts’ Report of the 12th December, 1935, were 
to be accepted quite simple-mindedly at their face-value. The short- 
ness of the measure in which the undertakings of the sanction-taking 
states were fulfilled by certain states under certain heads was indi- 
cated (in terms that do not appear to have been challenged) by 
Monsieur Litvinov in a speech dehvered in the League Assembly on 
the 1st July, 1936.2 And an historian might be in danger of under- 
rating both the prowess and the achievement of the British repre- 
sentative on the Committee of Eighteen if he were to ignore the 
possibility that the impressive sohdarity of the sanctions front 
behind the footlights of the public stage at Geneva may have masked 
a severe and sordid struggle behind the scenes in which certain of 
the parties (e.g. the United Kingdom) were wrestling with other 
parties (e.g. the Netherlands or Jugoslavia) in order to induce them 
to act up to their assumed part in the common undertaking. In the 
event, even the incomplete performance de facto oi an undertaking 
which was itself an incomplete implementation of the states members’ 
obligations dc jure was perhaps not secured, up to the level actually 
attained, without recourse, on the part of the leaders of the enter- 

^ For the moral and material aspects of the non-fulfilment of the balance 
of these obligations, see pp. 215 segg., above. 

^ See the passage quoted from this speech on pp. 501-2, below. 
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prise, both to ^brow-beating’ (in the shape of political pressure) on 
the one hand and on the other hand to 'bribery’ (in the shape of the 
provision of alternative markets in compensation for the loss of those 
Italian markets which it was now the acknowledged duty of states 
members to sacrifice). This unpleasant and discouraging experience 
in privacy may have been a consideration which, while unavowed 
(and unavowable) in pubhc, nevertheless became a factor in the 
determination of the United Kingdom Government’s pohcy. And 
if Mr. Baldwin’s hps had been unsealed, he might perhaps have been 
heard to plead this experience in part excuse for the British Govern- 
ment’s own subsequent lukewarmness over proposals to impose 
additional sanctions, as well as for their eventual decision to take the 
initiative in recommending that the existing sanctions should be 
abandoned. 

In order to complete this chapter, mention must be made of the 
responses received from certain states non-members of the League 
to the communication^ which had been addressed to them by the 
chairman of the Co-ordination Committee in pursuance of the in- 
structions given him by the committee on the 19th October. It is 
also necessary to mention the protest addressed by the Italian Govern- 
ment to the sanction-taking Powers, and the resulting diplomatic 
correspondence. 

Senhor de VasconceUos’ note of the 21st October was answered by 
the Secretary of State at Washington, Mr. Cordell HuU, in a note of 
the 26th October which was as non-committal in effect as it was 
friendly in tone.^ After recapitulating the action with regard to the 
Italo-Abyssinian conflict which had been taken by the United States 
Government up to date,® Mr. HuU concluded : 

The course thus pursued in advance of action by other Governments 
, . , represents the independent and afiSrmative policy of the Govern- 
ment of the United States and indicates its purpose not to be drawn 
mto the war and its deshe not to contribute to a prolongation of 
the war. 

Beahzing that war adversely affects every country, that it may 
seriously endanger the economic welfare of each, and that it causes untold 
human misery and even threatens the existence of Civilization, the 
United States, in keeping with the letter and spirit of the Pact of Paris 
and other peace obligations, undertakes at all times not only to exercise 
its moral influence in favour of peace throughout the World, but to 
contribute in every practicable way, within the limitations of our foreign 

^ See p. 227, above. 

® For the American attitude towards the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, see pp. 
92 seqq^,^ above. 

^ This action is recorded in the present Sut/rvey on pp. 240 below. 
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policy, to that end It views with sympathetic interest the individual 
or concerted efforts of other nations to preserve peace or to locahze 
and shorten the duration of war. 

In regard to the action of Germany/ the Committee of Eighteen 
was informed by its secretary^ on the 6th November that ‘the Ger- 
man Government ' were ‘ at the present moment troubled by the fact 
that a number of private persons — German and foreign — ’ were ‘pur- 
chasing aU sorts of materials in Germany, apparently with a view to 
exporting them at a profit to the belligerent countries. The Govern- 
ment’ did ‘not wish this to happen and’ would, ‘in the very next 
few days, issue laws with a view to controlling, and, if necessary, 
stopping, such purchases and export, for the purpose of preventing 
private profiteering’. 

On the whole, the sanction-taking countries perhaps met with loss 
co-operation than they had hoped for from the United States and 
with less obstruction than they had feared from Germany. 

The one non-member state which applied against Italy the sanc- 
tions recommended to states members of the League by the Co-ordina- 
tion Committee was Egypt The Egyptian Government decided to 
take this action on the 31st October, and though the Italian Govern- 
ment lodged a protest at Cairo on the 3rd November, a decree on the 
application of sanctions was published in Egypt on the 28th of that 
month. 

On the 11th November, 1935, the Itahan Government delivered 
a note of protest to the Government of every state member of the 
League that was participating in the imposition of sanctions against 
Italy. The note recapitulated on paper the apologia which had already 
been recited oraUy, on several occasions, by Baron Aloisi at Geneva. 
In particular, the note represented the Italian invasion of Abyssinia, 
now in progress, as an act of hboration (which would incidentally 
preclude the possibility of any withdrawal from the occupied terri- 
tories). The note concluded with some perhaps not very convincing 

^ Fox the German attitude towards the Italo -Abyssinian conflict, see pp, 
90-2, above. 

^ Mr. Loveday’s statement to the committee was made with the following 
preface: 

‘I wish to make a statement to the committee with reference to certain 
information relating to Germany which has been communicated orally to 
the Secretariat. I want to make it quite clear that this information must 
not be interpreted in any way as being a reply from the German Govern- 
ment to the communication which you, Mr. Chairman, have made to it. On 
the other hand, from a practical point of view, the attitude of the German 
Government is known to the Governments concerned.’ 

® For the Egyptian attitude towards the Italo -Abyssinian conflict, see pp. 
96“8, above. 
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threats of Italian retaliation in kind to the economic pressure which 
some fifty states were bringing to bear upon Italy. 

On the 17th November the fascist Grand Council adopted a resolu- 
tion in which the following passages occurred; 

The Fascist Grand Council, assembled on the eve of the so-called 
'sanctions’ against Italy, considers the 18th November, 1935, as a date 
of ignominy and iniquity in the history of the World ; it denounces the 
sanctions, never before applied, as a plan to suffocate the Italian people 
economically and as a vain effort to humiliate it, m order to prevent it 
from realizing its ideals and defending its raison d^ttre. ... It orders a 
stone record of the siege to be sculptured upon the buildings of the Italian 
communes, so that the enormous injustice perpetrated against Italy, 
to which the civilization of all continents owes so much, may remain 
on record down the centuries ; it sends the expression of its sympathy to 
those states which, in refusing to adhere to sanctions, have aided the 
cause of peace and mterpreted the spirit of the peoples. The Fascist 
Grand Council is convinced that the coming test will reveal to the World 
the Roman virtue of the Italian people in the year 14 of the Fascist 
era. 

The sanction-taking states did not meet in conference for the pur- 
pose of drafting a collective reply to the separate notes which they 
had received from Rome ; but they consulted together through diplo- 
matic channels in order to ensure that their several replies should 
run on parallel lines. The common form of the replies was to ignore 
the Italian apologia and to bear testimony to the scrupulousness and 
fair-mindedness which had marked the proceedings at Geneva that 
had resulted in the condemnation of Italy as an aggressor. The French 
reply pointed out — ^in two sentences which French, as well as Italian, 
readers might take to heart — ^that 

from the situation thus created arose unavoidable consequences. To 
have repudiated the obligation of the Covenant would have been to 
compromise seriously for the future the possibilities of applying pro- 
visions which constitute an essential element of the coUective security 
assured to the members of the League. 

The British reply answered an Italian question — 'In what way’ did 
'His Britannic Majesty’s Government propose, in their free and sove- 
reign judgment, to conduct themselves with regard to the restrictive 
measures proposed against Italy ? ’ — ^by observing that 

His Majesty’s Government, in subscribing to the Covenant, did not, 
indeed, abandon or renounce their own free and sovereign judgment, 
but undertook to exercise it thenceforth in accordance with the obliga- 
tions of that instrument. No other attitude is open to them, and they 
would naturally desire to see the Italian Government place a similar 
construction on their own adhesion to the Covenant. 
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The Eussian reply informed Signor Mussolini that the Soviet Govern- 
ment did not consider themselves entitled 

individually to give explanations regarding decisions adopted collec- 
tively by an international organization with the participation of over 
fifty states, more especially as Italy is herself a member of this organiza- 
tion and can put any question to it directly. 

It will be seen that, in opening this controversy, the Itahan Govern- 
ment had exposed themselves to being buffeted by heavier verbal 
blows than they were able to inflict upon their adversaries. 

(vii) The Action of the United States 

The division of American pubHc opinion between three schools of 
pohcy — ^the champions of neutral rights and the advocates of isola- 
tion and the crypto-collectivists — ^has been touched upon already in 
another chapter of this volume.^ It may almost be taken for granted 
that this unofficial debate would have issued in some kind of official 
action sooner or later. This action, however, might have been longer 
in coming if the approach of war in Africa had not forced the hand 
of the Congress and the Administration at Washington. 

At the end of March 1935 it was announced that a report on the 
problem of American neutrahty had been prepared for the President 
by the State Department, and on the 10th April President Eoosevelt 
held a consultation on the subject with Mr. Secretary Hull, while on 
the 25th and 26th April the question was debated, in Washington, 
at the annual meeting of the American Society of International Law. 
On the 3rd July the question was brought nearer home by the action 
of the Emperor of Ethiopia, who on that date handed to the American 
chargd d'affaires at Addis Ababa a communication requesting the 
Government of the United States to examine ways and means for 
securing the observance of the Briand-KeUogg Pact of Paris. President 
Eoosevelt rejected this request, without loss of time, on the 5th. 
In the reply which he addressed to Addis Ababa on that day, he 
expressed his gratification that the League of Nations had given 
its attention to the Italo-Abyssinian dispute and his hope that the 
arbitral procedure would result in a decision satisfactory to both of 
the Governments concerned ; and he concluded with a declaration 
that the American Government Vould be loath to beheve that either 
[Italy or Abyssinia] would resort to other than pacific means as a 
method of dealing with this controversy or would permit any situa- 
tion to arise which would be inconsistent with the commitments of 

^ Section (ii) (Ji) above. 
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the pact’. On the 7th July it was announced that the American 
charg6 d'affaires at Addis Ababa had been instructed to advise all 
American citizens resident in Abyssinia to assemble in the capital 
and hold themselves in readiness to leave the country at short notice. 
At Washington, on the 11th July, the Secretary of State received the 
Italian, French and British Ambassadors in order to talk to them 
about the It alo -Abyssinian crisis ; and on the 12th he made a public 
statement on the Briand-KeUogg Pact, in which he said no more than 
that 'the United States and the other nations’ were 'interested in 
the maintenance of’ that instrument. On the 24th July the President 
asked that some neutrality legislation should be placed on the agenda 
of Congress for the current session, and on the 26th he declared 
oraUy to the press that the Italo-Ethiopian dispute was not a direct 
concern of the United States. On the 1st August, however, he issued 
a statement declaring that at this moment, when the League Council 
was in session to consider ways for composing by pacific means the 
differences that had arisen between Italy and Ethiopia, he wished 
to give voice to the hope of the people and Government of the United 
States that an amicable solution would be found and that peace would 
be maintained. 

Practical action on the Administration’s part with a view to pre- 
venting the United States from becoming entangled in the approach- 
ing war was taken on the 7th and 8th August, when it was announced 
that credits would not be granted by the governmental Export- 
Import Bank to American exporters for financing cotton shipments 
to Italy ; and the legislation which this administrative step had an- 
ticipated was passed before the end of the calendar month. 

Eesolutions were introduced in the Senate on the 21st August and 
in the House of Representatives next day, and these were then amal- 
gamated into a joint resolution of Congress which was passed by the 
House on the 23rd and by the Senate on the 24th and received 
the President’s signature on the 31st. Some of the provisions of the 
resolution were permanent — ^for example, the institution of a National 
Munitions Control Board to administer a licensing system for the 
manufacture and export of arms and munitions. But the resolution 
was only to have force until the 29th February, 1936 (pending the 
passage of permanent legislation by that date), in respect of the pro- 
vision which was of outstanding importance for the immediate future ; 
and this was a provision making it 'mandatory’ (i.e. obligatory) for 
the President, 'upon the outbreak, or during the progress, of war’ 
between foreign countries, to impose, against the belligerents on 
both sides, without discrimination, an embargo upon the exportation 
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to tliem, from the United States, of arms and munitions of war which 
were to be scheduled in a hst which the President was to proclaim.^ 
In this matter, the only discretion which the new provisional legisla- 
tion gave to the President was in regard to the determination of the 
question whether a war was in progress ; when once that question of 
fact had been answered by the President in the affirmative, every- 
thing else would follow automatically : a number of scheduled com- 
modities would at once cease to be legally exportable from the United 
States to any Presidentially certified belligerent, without distinction 
of aggressors and victims. 

This denial by Congress to the President of any voice in deciding 
what commodities should be withheld, and from whom, was de- 
precated both by the State Department and by the President himself ; 
and, had time allowed, it seems likely that President Roosevelt would 
have offered resistance to the Congressional policy of clipping the 
Presidential wings to this extent. The rapidly growing threat of war, 
and the consequent increase in the importunity of the pubHc demand 
for the prompt passage of neutrality legislation of some sort, forced 
the President into a compromise for which he perhaps found some 
consolation in the shortness of the term for which the provisional 
measure was to have effect — ^for the President appears to have hoped 
that he might succeed in persuading Congress to shape more to his 
own liking the subsequent permanent legislation which must soon 
be drafted in order to supei'sede the present temporary resolution 
on the 1st March, 1936. 

Thereafter, on the 12th September, Mr. Secretary Hull issued a 
new statement which began with a review of the United States’ 
action up to date in regard to the Italo-Abyssinian dispute (including 
the step taken by the State Department on the 3rd September in 
prevailing upon the Standard-Vacuum Oil Company to renounce the 
Rickett Concession), 2 and which concluded with an expression, in 
distinctly stronger terms than those previously employed, of the 
United States Government’s concern for the maintenance of peace 
and, in particular, for the loyal observance of the Kellogg Pact by 
aU the parties to it. This statement by the Secretary of State was 
pubholy endorsed by the President next day ; and on the 2nd October, 
the eve of the day on which the Italians started fighting in Africa, 

^ TMs Hst, which was duly proclaimed on the 25th September, 1935, was 
compiled on rather old-fashioned fines which took little account of the de facto 
extension in the range of commodities constituting arms and munitions under 
the technical conditions of contemporary warfare. For the subsequent use, 
and enlargement of, this list by the Committee of Eighteen at Geneva, see 
pp. 223-4, above. * See p. 179, above. 
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a last appeal for peace — ^this time, in its bearing upon economic 
recovery — ^was made by Mr. Hull at Washington. 

Thereafter, shortly before midnight on the 5th October, 1935, the 
President acted on the Congressional joint resolution of the 31st 
August, and on the Presidential arms schedule proclamation of the 
25th September, by issuing a fresh proclamation which brought the 
joint resolution into force, within the scope of the arms schedule, as 
against Italy and Abyssinia. The finding, in President Roosevelt’s 
proclamation, “that a state of war unhappily exists between Ethiopia 
and the Kingdom of Italy ’ thus anticipated by nearly two days the 
League Council’s finding, on the 7th October, that Italy was at war 
in contravention of the Covenant.^ The proclamation of the 5th 
October was accompanied by a statement in which the President 
issued the warning 

that any of our people who voluntarily engage in transactions of any 

character with either of the belligerents do so at their own risk. 

In a further proclamation issued at the sametime, the President warned 
American citizens — ^with an ironically scrupulous care to respect the 
wishes of Congress by avoiding any unneutral discrimination between 
the maritime and the landlocked belligerent — ^that they would also 
be acting at their own risk if they travelled on either Italian or 
Ethiopian ships ; and thereafter, in a series of statements and acts, 
the Administration pointedly signified its desire to reduce to a mini- 
mum the American trade with the belligerents, even outside the 
limits of the arms list — ^but this always with a guardedness that left 
no loophole for critics to accuse the President or his officers of being 
influenced by any other motive than that of insulating the United 
States from the war in Africa. 

On the 9th October, for example, an official at Washington let it 
be known that he was watching for exports in “excessive quantities 
beyond the normal demands of Italian industry’. On the same day 
the governmental Export-Import Bank announced that it would not 
accede to requests for credit assistance from firms desiring to trade 
with Italy. And on the 10th Mr. Hull declared that, while “ technically ’ 
there was “no legal prohibition’ — apart from the arms embargo — 
against American citizens “entering into transactions with the belli- 
gerents or either of them’, at the same time the President’s warnings 
“were based upon the policy and purpose of keeping’ the United 
States “from being drawn into war’, and that “it certainly was not 
intended to encourage transactions with the belligerents’. On the 

^ See p. 206, above. 
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11th The New Yorh Times published a weighty letter from Mr. Hull’s 
predecessor in office, Mi*. Stimson, oalhng for the grant to the President 
of wider powers to place an embargo on the export to belhgerents of 
commodities serviceable for the conduct of war, beyond the arms hst. 
Meanwhile, a Conference on Port Development of the City of New 
York was assailing the President and the Secretary of State with 
telegrams — on the 8th October, and again on the 1 1th — protesting 
that the Administration’s 'withdrawal of protection from trade with 
Italy was premature’. But this rather invidious intervention drew 
a sharp rebuke from Senator Nye ; and a lead was given in the opposite 
direction by the announcement, on the 17th October, that the Ford 
Motor Company had discontinued the delivery of motor-trucks to 
the Itahans upon the outbreak of war, and that it did not intend to 
resume delivery until peace had been restored. The Administration’s 
pohcy of discouraging trade with the belligerents was emphasized 
once again in two statements issued on the 30th October by the 
President and by the Secretary of State respectively. After recalling 
his previous warnings, the President observed that 

This Government is determined not to become involved in the contro- 
versy and is anxious for the restoration and maintenance of peace. 
However, in the course of the war, tempting trade opportunities may 
be offered to our people to supply materials which would prolong the 
war. I do not beUeve that the American people will wish for the 
abnormally increased profits that temporarily might be secured by 
greatly extending our trade in such materials , nor would they wish the 
struggles on the battlefield to be prolonged because of the profits accru- 
ing to a comparatively small number of American citizens. Accordingly, 
the American Government is keeping informed as to aU shipments con- 
signed for export to both belhgerents. 

On the 1st November it was made known at Washington that the 
negotiations for an Italo-Amerioan trade agreement, which had been 
started before the outbreak of war, had since been suspended. 

In spite of these plain intimations of the Administration’s wishes, 
and in spite, too, of the strong current of pubhc opinion by which the 
President’s policy was supported, there was a steep rise, in October 
and November, in the volume of exports, outside the arms list, from 
the United States to Italy and the Itahan colonies — and particularly 
in the export of oil, cotton and scrap iron, which were aU of them 
sinews of war without being munitions in the narrow sense. The 
American dealers and shippers were well aware that the President 
had no legal power to stop their business, and that, in the absence of 
an Ethiopian Navy and of a maritime blockade of Italy on the part 
of the sanction-taking Powers, the risks against which the President 



244 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect, vii 


declined to guarantee them were not very serious. The Administra- 
tion, however, did not lose heart. In an address broadcast on his 
behalf on the 6th November, Mr. Hull told his countrymen that 'the 
imposition of an arms embargo' was 'not a complete panacea', and 
pleaded for the placing of a wider discretion in the President's 
hands. On the 15th November he was more outspoken: 

The American people is entitled to know that there are certain com- 
modities, such as oil, copper, trucks, tractors, scrap iron and scrap steel, 
which are essential war materials although not actually arms or am- 
munition or implements of war, and that, accordmg to recent Govern- 
ment trade reports, a considerably increased amount of these are being 
exported for war purposes This class of trade is directly contrary to the 
policy of the Government as announced in official statements by the 
President and the Secretary of State, as also is it contrary to the general 
spirit of the recent Neutrahty Act. 

By this time it was apparent, in Washington as well as in Geneva,^ 
that oil — ^far more than anything on either of the two arms lists — 
was the essential instrument in Italy's conduct of her African war ; 
and on the 21st November the United States Secretary of the In- 
terior and Federal Oil Administrator, Mr. Ickes, called upon the 
American oil industry to suspend shipments to the Italians by its 
own voluntary act. Nevertheless, the increase in the volume of 
American oil and other exports to Italy and her colonies continued ; 
and on the 22nd November Mr. Hull declared that an abnormal 
increase in the exports of certain commodities might force the Ad- 
ministration to conclude that these commodities were essential 
war materials. 

At this point the internal struggle in the United States began to 
affect, and be affected by, the course of diplomatic events m Europe ; 
and, in both directions, these reciprocal influences were discourag- 
ing. On the European side, the efforts that were being made^ to 

^ See pp 275 below. 

^ Conversely, the Laval-Hoare Plan was — ^in a partial and indirect, yet at 
the same time perceptible way — a consequence of the flouting of the American 
Government’s wishes by the American oil industry ; for one of the considera- 
tions which moved Sir Samuel Hoare to fall in so readily with Monsieur 
Laval’s suggestions was the conviction, at which he had arrived before his 
departure horn London for Pans on the 7th December, first that the powers 
which the American Government already possessed would not avail, even 
when stretched to their furthest limit, to check the flow of oil from the United 
States to Italy, and second that the American Government could not expect 
to obtam any extension of these powers from Congress. Sir Samuel Hoare is 
likely to have been well informed about this all-important American factor; 
for, while he was at the Foreign Office in Whitehall, he was in almost daily 
touch with the American Embassy in London; and he took the American 
Government into his confidence almost as fully as he took the self-governing 



Sect, vu THE ACTION OP THE UNITED STATES 245 

obtain an extension of the Co-ordination Committee’s embargo list 
to include oil and certain other commodities were hampered by a 
belief that the Administration at Washington, for all its goodwill, 
did not possess — and had little prospect of obtaining — ^the powers 
which it would require if it was to take action parallel to that en- 
visaged by the states members of the League of Nations ; and, with- 
out a certain amount of such parallel action on the part of the United 
States, it was evident that any action taken by the states members 
of the League must prove ineffective. On the other side, an un- 
favourable impression was made upon American public opinion 
by the postponement, on the 25th November, ^ of the meeting of the 
Committee of Eighteen which was to have been held on the 29th to 
consider an extension, to oil and certain other commodities, of the 
League countries’ embargo upon exports to Italy ; a still worse im- 
pression was made by the news of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan,^ 
accounts of which began to appear in the American press on the 10th 
December ; and it was on the 4th December — ^between these two in- 
auspicious dates — ^that the consideration began at Washington of the 
proposed permanent United States neutrality legislation. 

The new Bill (the Pittman-McReynolds Bill), which was introduced 
in both Houses of Congress on the 3rd January, 1936, incorporated 
the substance of the provisional joint resolution of the 31st August, 
1935, while extending its range and at the same time giving the 
President a wider discretion in the additional fields of action. As 
before, the President, upon finding and proclaiming that a state of 
war had broken out, or was in progress, between foreign countries, 
was to declare an embargo upon the export from the United States to 
the belligerents, without discrimination, of arms and munitions, in the 
narrow sense ; and these, as before, were to be listed. In this context, 
the President’s discretion was on one point actually diminished ; for 
instead of being provided that he ‘may’, it was now laid down that 
he ^ shall’, extend the embargo to countries subsequently involved 
in belligerency (a bad look-out for the United Kingdom were it to 
become the victim of an Italian attack on account of its execution 
of its obligations under Article 16 of the League Covenant). On the 
other hand, the new draft Bill added ‘financial transactions with 
belligerent Governments’ and ‘export of articles and materials used 
for war purposes ’ to ‘export of arms, ammunition and implements of 
war’ as spheres for applying the principle of non-intercourse with 

Domiaions of the British Crown overseas. It may be presumed that this 
relation of confidence was reciprocal. 

^ See pp. 277-$» below. ® See pp. 295 8eq<i,, below. 
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aU belligerents, and in both these spheres the P]*esident was to have 
a freer hand. While financial transactions with belligerent Govot’u- 
ments were, like the sale of arms to them, to be cut oflE autoinatioally, 
the President was to have discretionary power to ‘oxce])t from th(" 
operation of this section ordinary commercial credits and short-t<'j’in 
obligations in aid of legal transactions and of a character customarily 
used in current commercial business’. As for the export of aificles 
and materials used for war purposes, a restriction by quota, design(‘d 
to keep the export of such commodities to all belligerents down to a 
' normal ’ volume, was provided for ; and here the President s cl iscretion 
was to be very wide ; for both the Hst of commodities to bo rationed, 
and the date on which the rationing was to begin, were to be for the 
President to decide. Abortive though it was, this article is of suffi- 
cient general interest to deserve quotation : 

Whenever, during any w^ar in w^hich tlio Unilod St at tvs is neutral, 
the President shall find that the placing of restrictions on tlie shq)incnt 
from the United States to belhgercnt countries of certain artit^los or 
materials used in the manufacture of arms, ammunition or unj)I(Mnent,s 
of war, or in the conduct of w^ar, will serve t,o promote the security and 
preserve the neutrality of the United States or to protect the lives and 
commerce of nationals of the United States, or that to refrain from 
placing such restriction would contribute to a prolongation or expansion 
of the war, he shall so proclaim, and it shall thereafter be unlawful to 
export, or attempt to export, or cause to bo exported, or sell for export, 
such articles or materials from any place in the United States fo any 
belligerent country named m the proclamation, or to any neutral eouni rV 
for trans-shipment to, or for the use of, any such belligerent eouni ry in 
excess of a normal amount in quantity and kind of exports from* the 
United States to the respective belligerent countries prior to the date of 
the proclamation, such normal amount to constitute the average of sin [>- 
ments during a previous period of years to be dotcnninc'd by tlu? 
President : Provided that no restriction or prohibition imposed under this 
section shall under any circumstances bo applied to food or medieval 
supplies. 

An important discretionary power was also to bo conferred upon 
Congress. The embargoes on arms and on financial transactions, and 
the rationing of certain other commodities, which were automatically 
to apply to all belligerents without distinction, might be applied dis- 
criminatively by a decision of Congress with the approval of the 
President. 

On the 5th January, 1936, a rival Bill, in competition with this 
Pittman-McReynolds BiU, was introduced in the two houses of Con- 
gress hj Senator Nye and his friends of the straiter isolationist school. 
This rival Bill was more stringent than the other in two main points ; 
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the arjiifi embargo was to come into operation automatically as 
soon as war broke out, and the rationing of key war materials to 
a 'normal volume (to be calculated on a five-years’ average) was 
to be made obligatory instead of being left to the President’s 
discretion. 

The potential importance of the intended new American neutrality 
legislation might be gauged from the terms of the President’s message 
of the 3rd January, 1936, to Congress, which contained an outspoken 
and vigorous attack upon the European dictatorships ; but the 
Pittmaiii -Me Reynolds Bill soon ran aground among the shoals and 
reefs of Congressional politics. On the 15th January, 1936, the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Senate wrote into the Bill a passage under- 
lining the maintenance of the doctrine of the freedom of the seas, and 
on the 22nd it struck out the original passage empowering the President 
to ration war materials to the belligerents if he found that 'to refrain 
from placing such restriction would contribute to a prolongation or 
expansion of the war ’ — cleaving him power to act under this section 
only if he found such action to be in the national interests of the 
United States in the traditional understanding of what national 
interests were. On the 2nd February it was made known that, in 
giving confidential testimony before the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the House, Mr. John Bassett Moore — a distinguished international 
lawyer who had served as a judge of the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice at The Hague — had described the Bill as 'a curious 
blend of homicidal with suicidal mania’. 

The homicidal mama glares in the proposal to try to starve other 
peoples who engage in war, the suicidal mania gleams in the proposal 
to demoralize and destroy our commerce in order that peoples at war 
may not be nourished by what we produce. 

This unkindest out was really superfluous ; for by this time the Bill 
was already doomed to die — ^not in retribution for its defects or even 
for its merits, but for fear lest the stubbornness of the battle that was 
now raging round it might make it necessary to postpone the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. On the 8th February the project of introducing 
permanent legislation was abandoned in favour of an extension of 
the existing provisional legislation for a further term beyond the 29th 
February ; and a compromise resolution, extending the term of the 
joint resolution of the 3Lst August, 1935, to the 1st May, 1937, with 
the addition of the ♦ financial embargo section of the Pittman- 
McReynolds Bill, but otherwise with the alteration of only a few 
words, was passed by the House on the 17th February and by 
the Senate on the 18th, and was signed by the President on the 
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29th, to come into operation at midnight of the 29th February- 
1st March.^ 

The two main verbal alterations were both restrictive of such dis- 
cretion as the President had enjoyed under the resolution in its 
original form. It was now laid upon the President to issue his arms 
embargo proclamation as soon as a state of war existed, instead of 
his being allowed to wait until the war was in progress ; and the ‘ may ' 
was altered into ‘shall’ in the instruction to extend the embargo to 
states that might become involved in belligerency at some later date. 

At the moment of signing the new Act, President Roosevelt issued 
a statement in which he once more appealed to American citizens 
voluntarily to restrict the volume of their trade with bolligcuvnts ; 
and he had the courage to base this appeal frankly on moral con- 
siderations : 

The poheies announced by the Secretary of State and myself ni the 
time of, and subsequent to, the issuance of the original prodatnai ion 
will be maintained in effect. It is true that the high moral duty I Jiavo 
urged on our people of restricting their exports of essential war mat erials 
to either belligerent to approximately the normal peac^e-tinio basis 
has not been the subject of legislation. Nevertlicloss, it is chtxr to me 
that greatly to exceed the basis, with the result of earning profits not 
possible during peace, and especially with the result of giving aet.ual 
assistance to the carr 5 ?ing on of war, would servo to magnify the very 
evil of war which we seek to prevent. This being my view, 1 renew tho 
appeal made last October to the American people that they so conduct 
their trade with belligerent nations that it cannot be said that tlu'-y 
are seizing new opportunities for profit or that by changing their j^eacc- 
time trade they give aid to the continuation of ww. 


(Tiii) The Reinforcement of the British Fleet in tho Mediterranean 
and the Negotiations between the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and of certain other States Members of the Leagne of 
Nations over Mutual Assistance 


As has been recorded elsewhere* in this volume, tho persistent 
accentuation of the Italian throat of war against Abyssinia during the 
spring and summer of 1935 was accompanied, pari passu, by a rising 
note of hostility towards Great Britain in the Italian press. Long 
before Signor Mussolini put his aggressive design into action in 
on the 3rd October, and some time before the League Council met 

^ For the eventual oaucdlation of the embargo on the export of arms from 
the United States to Italy and Abyssinia which had been imposed and main- 
tained in virtue of the successive Congressional resolutions of the 31st Anvust 
1936, and the 29th February, 1936, see p. 474, below. * * 

* See pp. 28, 42, 169, 177, above. 
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at tTe7io\ a, to deal with the by then imminent Italo -Abyssinian con- 
flict, on the 4th September, British opposition to Italian policy was 
drawing down upon the Government and people of the United King- 
dom a vei bell drumfire of invective and menace from Signor Virginio 
Gay da and liis coif re res ; and there were two reasons why these 
journalistic bieathings of fire and slaughter could not be ignored by 
the Power against whom they were directed. In the first place, it was 
certain that, in the Fascist state, a press campaign could not be con- 
ducted without at any rate the permission and approval, and perhaps 
not without the initiative or even the instructions, of the Duce him- 
self. In the second place, the British Empire was awkwardly en- 
tangled geographically, and therefore strategically, in the Italian 
plan of cam])aign against Abyssinia. 

In order to roach tljeir East African objectives all Italian troops 
and supplies must travel by sea through waters which the British 
Empire commanded — or at least had once commanded under the 
technical conditions of the pre-submarine and pre-aeroplane age. The 
Italians’ direct route to Massawa from Genoa or Naples led them past 
the British naval base at Malta through a Suez Canal traversing the 
territory of an Egypt which was under British control ; and an Italian 
convoy which was bound not for Massawa but for Bandar Qasim or 
Mogadiscio had also to pass the British possession of Perim Island, 
and the British naval station at Aden, on its way through the Straits 
of Babu’l-Mandab. It was true that, if the Suez Canal and the Straits 
of Babu’l-Mandab were barred, Italian convoys could still reach 
Mogadiscio and Bandar Qasim, at any rate, by the circumnavigation 
of Africa ; but even on this grievously circuitous route they would have 
to run the gauntlet of both Malta and Gibraltar. 

This British hold upon both the two exits from the Mediterranean 
had been a sore point in Fascist minds even before the Anglo-Italian 
conflict of wills in 1936 precipitated this previously rather theoretical 
strategic issue in a concrete shape. But the outburst of Italian hostility 
towards the obstacle that might be placed in the path of Italian 
empire-building by the presence of the British Empire in the Mediter- 
ranean and the Red Sea gave food for anxious consideration on the 
British side also; for in 1935 the political and strategic situation in 
these narrow seas and around their shores was very different from 
what it had been in the age when Great Britain had made herself the 
dominant Power there by making herself mistress, in succession, of 
Gibraltar, Malta, Aden, Cyprus, Egypt, British Somaliland and the 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 

The physical scale of such naval bases as Malta and Gibraltar, 
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which had been ample for the purposes of Mediterranean naval wa-i*- 
fare during the three or four thousand years ending aboxit a d. 1 DOO, 
had since been rendered inadequate by the rapid g]*owth in the range' 
and in the penetrative power of artillery. The experience of the War 
of 1914-18 had shown how unsafe the Mediterranean waters could 
be made for shipping by the new submarine weapon — even in the 
hands of an enemy who could only use the Austro-Hungarian and 
Ottoman coastlines for his submarine bases. And, finally, the emer- 
gence of the air arm had placed the British naval dockjvards at Malta 
under the shadow of the wings of the Italian Air Force, while ( Jibrallar 
could be s imil arly overshadowed at some future date by an air ])owor 
installed in S,pain or in North-West Africa.^ It had thus become a 
doubtful question whether the British Navy could keep open for itself 
its passage via Malta from the Western Mediterranean to the Ltjvant 
in the teeth of a hostile Italy, while Italy on her side perhaps stood at 
least as good a chance of being able to maintain, against any British 
attempts at interception, her communications with her North African 
colony of Libya: the former Ottoman provinces of Tripoli and Ben- 
ghazi, which Italy had conquered from the Ottoman Empire in a war 
of aggression which she had launched in 1911.^ Libya marched — 
albeit on a desert frontier — ^with Egypt; and the Dodecanesian 
Islands, which Italy had conquered from the Turks on the same 
occasion, flanked the British sea-routes radiating from JMalta to 
Cyprus, Port Said and Alexandria. In order to make the British 
Admiralty feel uncomfortable in these circumstances, it was not 
necessary to demonstrate to them that the Italian Navy was capable 
of standing up to the British.^ It would be enough to point out that 

^ Between the time when this chapter was written and the time wlu'n it 
was revised in proof for press, this sentence had boon given additional point 
by the outbreak in Spain of a civil war of which the issue was not ytd. 
decided. 

® See the Survey for 1925, vol. i, Part II, seciions (i-iii) and (xii), and tlu* 
Survey for 1928, pp. 283-4. 

® In the General War of 1914-18 the performance of the Italian Navy had 
been notably poor, and it remained to be seen whether tJio mornl of the p^r- 
sonnel had been sensibly improved by the Fascist r6gimc. On the iiechnieal 
side the Italian Navy in 1935 was strong in submarines and destroyers and 
‘sleds’, but was wholly destitute of capital ships. To the layman, however, 
who had observed the British Admiralty’s anxiety for the safety of their own 
capital ships after they had succeeded in concentrating them at Alcxaiuiria, 
it almost appeared as though capital ships were more of a handicap when th(iy 
were in commission than when they were still safely on the stocks— like the 
two Italian 35,000-ton ships which were at this time in process of being built. 
As for the state of the British fighting forces in the autumn of 1035, it seems 
that they were seriously unprepared-— perhaps not so seriously as was widely 
believed abroad, but seriously enough in the light of what was known in 
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all British waraliips, as well as aU British naval bases, in the Mediter- 
ranean and the Red Sea would find themselves within range of air- 
craft operating from Italy^s European and African territories, and 
that Italian land-forces stationed in Libya could attack the British 
Emphe in Egypt — a country under British mihtary occupation which 
was the British Empire’s heel of AchiUes, on account of the location of 
the Suez Canal which traversed Eg 3 rptian territory. 

The mention of Egypt is a reminder that the British weakness in 
this part of the World, in 1936 was pohtical as well as strategic. 
Though by this date Great Britain had been in military occupation 
and in partial political control of Egypt for no less than fifty-four 
years, while she had been conducting the administration of the Anglo - 
Egyptian Sudan for thirty-seven years, she had not yet succeeded in 
acquiring any regular title to her de facto position in either of these 
two portions of the Nile Basin, but had allowed her desultory en- 
deavours to place her relations with Egypt on a comprehensive 
treaty-basis to peter out, time and again^ — ^as though she had infinite 
time at her disposal — ^until the international storm which broke upon 
North-East Africa in 1935 overtook the British Empire still flounder- 
ing there in this unsatisfactory juridical phght. Nor were Egypt and 
the Sudan the only weak points in the British Empire’s political 
armour in the neighbourhood of the region which Signor Mussolini 
had chosen for his first essay in rebuilding the Roman Empire. In 
Cyprus the British were sittmg on the head of a Greek majority which 
wanted to secede from the British Empire in order to incorporate 
itself into the Greek national state. ^ In the mandated territory of 
Palestine, which marched with Egypt on the opposite flank from the 
Italian colony of Libya, Great Britain had taken upon her shoulders 
a political task of almost unique delicacy and difficulty which was 

Downing Street about German rearmament and German intentions. As 
regarded the prospects in the event of an Anglo-Italian war, the United 
Kingdom Government appears to have believed that the British Empire 
would be victorious, but that it would cost the British Navy the loss of six or 
seven warships to bring Italy to her knees. In Downing Street it was held — 
whether rightly or wrongly would never be known — that naval losses of this 
magnitude in a war incurred in fulfilment of British obligations under the 
Covenant of the League of Nations would be taken extremely badly by pubhc 
opinion in England. It was also held that an exaggerated estimate of the 
extent of the British losses would gain currency abroad, and that such a 
situation would expose both Germany and Japan to a temptation — ^whioh 
might perhaps prove irresistible — to fish in the troubled waters. 

^ See the Eistory of the Peace Conference ofPa/ris, vol. vi, Part IV ; the 8v/tvey 
for 1925, vol. i. Part III, sections (i) and (ii); the Survey for 1928, Part II B, 
section (i); and the Swrvey for 1930, Part III, section (ii). 

® See the Su/rvey for 1931, Part III B, section (ui). 
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apt at any time to generate an explosion of racial waifare.^ And ii 
Kenya Colony, which marched with Italy’s colony of Somalia a^ 
well as with the Abyssinian Emperor’s dominions wliich Signoi 
Mussohni was planning to conquer, the Colonial Office in Wluteliall 
had to deal with a conflict of interests between English settlers and 
native Africans which was as thorny as the Palestinian conflict 
between Jewish settlers and native Arabs. 

Thus, while the British Empire might be an offensive stumbling- 
block in the Italian empire -builder’s path, these Italian empire -build- 
ing operations were, on their side, an alarming aggravation of the 
British Empire’s troubles in some of its strategically tenderest and 
politically least healthy parts. 

These considerations may serve to explain the movements of British 
warships which, on the 18th December, 1935, were described retro- 
spectively in the following terms by Mr. Baldwin in the House of 
Commons at Westminster in answer to a parliamentary question 
asking the Prime Minister to state why His Majesty's Government 
had sent the British Fleet to Alexandria : 

In accordance with the programme for its autumn cruise, the Mediter- 
ranean Fleet was due to leave Malta on the 29th August and proceed to 
ports in the Eastern Mediterranean. A number of visits to Italian port-s 
were also included. In view, however, of the hostile press campaign 
against this country, which was then in progress in Italy, it beoanio clear 
that visits to Italian ports would not be opportune, and it was (con- 
sequently decided to confine the cruise to the Eastern Mediterranean. 
The Fleet left Malta for its cruise on its original programme date. The 
whole of the Fleet has never been at Alexandria ; but, in view of the 
hmited number of suitable ports in the Eastern Mediterranean, it has 
been necessary for a considerable proportion to remain there, as Alexan- 
dria is the only port capable of accommodating a large number of nhips 
imder winter conditions. (Laughter). Individual squadrons have, how- 
ever, periodically made short cruises in neighbouring waters. (Laughter.) 

As the laughter indicated, this statement was compounded with 
a certain economy of truth that perhaps calls for elucidation. 

As early as the 27th August it was made known that the garrisons 
of Malta and Aden were being brought up to normal strength — ^in 
accordance with decisions taken eighteen months back — ^for the first 
time since the close of the War of 1914-18 ; but the first intimation 

^ See the Ristory of the Peace Oonferenoe of Paris, Vol. vi, pp. 170 seqq*; 
the Survey for 1925, vol. i, Part III, section (vii) (a)-(e) ; the Survey for 1930, 
Part III, section (id) ; and the Survey for 1934, Part II, section (vi). The fresh, 
and unprecedentedly violent, upheaval among the Arab population of Pales- 
tine, wMch drew British forces to Palestine from Egypt about time when 
the Italian military campaign in Abyssinia was coming to a militarily trium- 
phant end, will be dealt with in the Smvey for 193$, 
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that the British Fleet in the Mediterranean was being reinforced and 
at the same time shifted from Malta to the Levant took the form of 
a denial, pubHshed on the 26th August, of rumours to that effect. In 
the official announcement on the 29th of the Mediterranean Fleet’s 
second summer cruise, which was to begin that day, the programme 
of each ship was given, and, with one exception, every ship that was 
leaving Malta was scheduled for return to Malta on the 24th October. 
It was not, however, until the middle of September that it became 
known that the Mediterranean Fleet had been joined at Alexandria 
by a large part of the Home Fleet, which appears to have made its 
way, in the course of the first half of that month, from English to 
Levantine waters without the knowledge of the Royal Italian Naval 
Intelligence Staff. The arrival at Alexandria of two British warships 
from Chinese waters was reported on the 7th October, while on the 
9th it was announced that the concentration of the Second Cruiser 
Squadron at Gibraltar was now complete.^ 

These rapid British naval dispositions in the autumn of 1935 had 
two effects . In the first place, they evoked an Italian military counter- 
move in the shape of a reinforcement of the Italian land-forces in 
Libya. 2 In the second place, they started a long train of diplomatic 
negotiations between the Government of the United Kingdom and 
the Italian Government on the one hand and the Governments of 
several other Mediterranean states members of the League on the 
other hand. In the Anglo-Italian negotiations, the aim on the Italian 
side was to persuade the British Government to reduce their naval 
concentration in Levantine waters, while the aim on the British side 
was to abstain from gratifying this Italian wish but at the same time 
to induce the Italian Government to refrain from action which might 
lead to an Italo-British war. The British negotiations with other 
Mediterranean Powers were conducted in the first instance with 
France, and later with Spain, Jugoslavia, Greece and Turkey as weU. 
In the Anglo-French negotiations, the British object was to obtain the 
most definite assurance possible, in the most concrete terms possible, 
of French armed support for the British Fleet hi the Mediterranean 

^ Various estimates of the respective British, French and Italian naval 
strengths in the Mediterranean in the autumn of 1 936 will be found in the Frank- 
furter Zeitungy 3rd October, 1935; The Ohserver, 6th October, 1935; the 
Berliner Tagehlatty 8th October, 1935; the Frager Fresse, 10th October, 1935; 
the Fester Lloyd, 21st October, 1935. This widespread interest in the subject 
was noteworthy. 

® This reinforcement was announced in a communiqui on a report made by 
Signor Mussolini at a Cabinet meeting held in Kome on the 14th September, 
1935. *In view of the unrest manifested by certain native exiles of Cyrenaioa, 
our defences in Libya are now being reinforced.’ 
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in the event of an Italian attack upon it, while the French aim was 
in the first place to circumscribe and diminish the danger of this 
catastrophe occurring, and in the second place to obtain from the 
British Government an understanding that any assurance of support 
which they might receive from France in the present crisis would 
entitle France to a corresponding assurance of suppoii: from Great 
Britain supposing that, in some other international crisis at some 
later date and in some different region, there were to be an inversion 
of the respective situations in which the two Powers found themselves 
during the last four months of 1935. The two sets of negotiations 
were carried on simultaneously. Of the two, the Anglo-Itahan thread 
was the simpler, and it may therefore be convenient to disentangle it 
first, before attempting to unravel the rest of the skein. 

The Anglo-Itahan interchange of views was started on the 20th 
September, 1935, by a communication which the British Government 
apparently made to the Itahan Government on their own initiative, 
and not in reply to any protest received from the latter. 'His 
Majesty’s Ambassador in Eome called on Signor Suvich, Under- 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ... in order to communicate, 
in the name of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, 
the movements of the British Fleet and the reinforcements of men 
and material of the British garrisons in the Mediterranean, adding 
that they were not intended to imply any aggressive intention on the 
part of His Majesty’s Government. He explained that such measures 
had been taken as a natural consequence of the impression created 
by the violence of the campaign against the United Kingdom which 
had been conducted by the Italian press during the last few weeks. 
Signor Suvich made an analogous communication and stated that 
he was authorized to declare to the Ambassador that Itahan mihtary 
preparations in the Mediterranean basin were of a purely precautionary 
nature and had no aggressive aims.’^ These mutual assurances were 
evidently timely at a moment when one Itahan newspaper, La Stempa 
of Turin, was publishing a cartoon depicting the corpse of Italo-British 
friendship burning on a funeral pyre. Thereafter, on the 25th Sep- 
tember, in Borne, it was officiaUy announced that Signor Mussolini 
had received the British Ambassador in order to take dehvery of ^ a 
personal message from the British Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, in which the latter, speaking as an old friend of 
Italy had ‘shown himself particularly desirous of ehminating every 

^ British foreign Ofl&ce communigu6 of the 22nd September, 1935. 

** This was something more than a conventional phrase, since Sir Samuel 
Hoare had served on the Italian front in the War of 1914-18. 
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unnecessary misunderstanding between the two countries’. This 
message was communicated by Signor Mussolini to his Cabinet on 
the 28th, communique on this Cabinet meeting it was stated 

that, in response, the Itahan Council of Ministers had taken the 
opportunity of declaring once again, as they had already declared 
at Botzen,^ ‘that Italy’s policy’ had ‘no auns, either immediate or 
concealed, which’ could ‘be damaging to the interests of Great 
Britain’. In his proclamation on the Italian national mobilization 
day, the 2nd October, 1935, Signor Mussolini professed an inability 
‘to believe that the real British people, which’ had ‘never had any 
quarrels with Italy ’, was ‘ prepared to take the risk of pushing Europe 
into the path of catastrophe for the sake of defending an African 
country which had been universally stigmatized as a country without 
a shadow of civilization’. 

The head of the Italian state followed up this public reference to 
the state of Italo-British relations by conveying to the British Govern- 
ment verbally and informally on the 4th October, through the Italian 
Ambassador in London, a suggestion that there should be a sym- 
metrical cancellation of the naval and military measures of precaution 
which the two Governments had respectively taken in the Mediter- 
ranean. This Italian proposal appeared to imply that an Italophobe 
British Government (as distinguished from an Italophil British people) 
was in a state of tension with the Itahan Government over considera- 
tions relating to the Mediterranean Balance of Power; that this 
tension had nothing to do with Italy’s breach of the League Covenant 
in her attack on Abyssinia ; and that therefore the tension could be 
relieved by a symmetrical reduction of British and Itahan forces in 
the Mediterranean while Italy’s war of aggression in East Africa might 
go on unhindered as far as British pohcy was concerned — so long 
as the British Government were assured that the Itahan Government 
had no designs against local British interests. Since this presentation 
of the relations between Great Britain and Italy was not accepted 
by the British Government, no formal reply to Signor Grandi’s com- 
munication was made by Sir Samuel Hoare. 

Nevertheless Signor Mussolini reiterated his proposal in an 
interview given on the 6th October to a representative of JPariB- 
Soir. 

If, in exchange for a partial demobilization of her fleet, Great Britain 

asks me for a reduction of our effectives in Libya, that may perhaps 

provide xis with a basis for an understanding. 

Great Britain’s alarm at the reinforcement of our effectives in this 


^ See p- 177, above. 
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region seems to me unreasonable. . . . This quarrel which Great Britain 
has with us has really no common sense about it ; for a conflict between 
the two nations is absolutely inconceivable. Neither at close range nor 
at distant range, neither directly nor indirectly, do we wish to injure 
any British interest. Our colonizing activity in East Africa does not 
compromise either the prosperity or the communications or the security 
of any territory belonging to the British Empire I am ready at any 
moment to prove what I say by giving unexceptionable guarantees of 
the peacefulness and even cordiality of our attitude. 

This statement would appear to show that Signor Mussolini had 
genuinely failed to appreciate the moral indignation that had been 
evoked in Great Britain by his armed attack upon an unolSending 
neighbour in violation of the Covenant, and that he had also failed 
to apprehend the conviction, which was also widespread in Great 
Britain, that the maintenance of the reign of law in international 
relations, of which the Covenant was the instrument, was the supreme 
interest of the British Empire. The same lack of comprehension 
seems to have been shown by Monsieur Laval if it is true that, in the 
course of the Anglo-French negotiations which were in progress at 
the time,^ he urged the British Government to fall in with Signor 
Mussolini’s suggestion for a symmetrical reduction of British and 
Italian armaments in the Mediterranean without any accompanying 
proviso that the Italians should cease fire and withdraw behind their 
own frontiers in East Africa. 

The wide diversity between the British and Italian views of 
the situation was not overcome either by a series of interviews 
which now followed, at Rome, between Signor Mussohni and the 
British Ambassador, or again by the personal intervention of Mr, 
Baldwin. 

On the 18th October 'the British Ambassador saw the head of 
the Itahan Government . . . and again reassured His Excellency that 
His Majesty’s Government had no intention of taking any action, 
with regard to the present dispute between Italy and Abyssinia, 
beyond what was required by their collective obHgations as a loyal 
member of the League, or beyond what was agreed to or recommended 
by the League in accordance with the provisions of the Covenant, 
Sir E. Drummond also explained that the attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government in the matter was in no wise prompted by motives of 
self-interest. All statements to this effect were absolutely devoid of 
foundation and could only have been spread by persons who were 
either ill informed or desirous of making mischief’.^ On the 19th 

^ See pp. 257 below, 

* British Foreign Oface commwniquS of the 20th October, 1935. 
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October, in a speech delivered at Worcester, Mr. Baldwin declared 
that 

this conflict — if that be the right word to describe it — is no British- 
Ttahan conflict. It is a conflict, rather, between Italy and the League of 
Nations , for no isolated action has been taken by Great Britain and no 
isolated action will bo talien by Great Britain 

On the 30th October, at Rome, the question of a symmetrical 
reduction of forces in the Mediterranean appears to have been dis- 
cussed between Signor Mussohni and Sir Eric Drummond again ; and 
further exchanges of view^s between the same two statesmen on the 
same subject took place on the 5th and 12th November. On the 
23rd of the same month Sir Eric Drummond saw Signor MussoHni 
again ; and this time he was reported to have read to him a personal 
aide-memoire from Mi\ Baldwin in which the latter (if the report was 
correct)^ sought to sound the head of the Italian state with a view to 
discovering what his response would be to proposals of the kind which 
eventually saw the light in the shape of ‘the Laval-Hoare Peace 
Plan’. If Mr. Baldwin did make this move, it was prevented from 
going further by the storm which the Peace Plan aroused when it 
eventually became public ; and, after this experience, the British 
Government appear to have been chary of continuing these direct 
Anglo-Italian exchanges of views which had now proved politically 
awkward as w'-ell as practically barren. 

The Anglo-Prench question of mutual support m future crises, as 
well as m the present crisis, seems to have been raised in a conversation 
between Monsieur Laval, Sir Samuel Hoare and Mr. Eden at Geneva 
on the 10th September, 1935, when the three statesmen found them- 
selves assembled there for the meetings of the League Council and 
Assembly. 2 The question arose out of an interchange of views about 
the application of sanctions against Italy in the event of her actually 
committing her threatened act of aggression; and an informal in- 
quiry on the part of Monsieur Laval was quickly followed up by a 
diplomatic demarche. On the same day, the 10th September, the 
French Ambassador in London ‘asked at the Foreign Office for in- 
formation as to the extent to which the French Government might 
be assured in the future of the immediate and effective application by 
the United Kingdom of aU the sanctions provided in -^icle 16 of 
the Covenant in the event of a violation of the Covenant of the League 

^ See The Daily Telegraph of the 26th November, 1935, quoting 
tion of the 25th. 

“For the momentous decision tb at was taken by the same three statesmen, on 
the same date, to restrict to non-military measures the application against Italy 
of the sanctions laid down in Article 16 of the Covenant, see pp. 183-6, above, 
n s 
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of Nations and a resort to force in Europe — and’ he 'referred in par- 
ticular to the eventuahty of a resort to force in Europe on the part of 
some European state, whether or not that state might be a member 
of the League of Nations 

Pending a formal reply to this inquiry, the Foreign Secretary held 
a consultation with the French Ambassador on the 17th, and the 
written answer was not communicated until the 26th. This answer 
opened with a reafl&rmation of the pertment passages of Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s speech of the 11th September in the League Assembly,^ cul- 
minatmg in his declaration that the United Kingdom stood, with 
the League, for the collective maintenance of the Covenant in its 
entirety, and particularly for steady and collective resistance to all 
acts of unprovoked aggression. In recalling this last passage in his 
note of the 26th September Sir Samuel Hoare now observed that 

Each word in that sentence must have its full value. It is at once evident 
that procedure under Article 16 of the Covenant, appropriate as regards 
a positive acb of unprovoked aggression, is not made applicable as re- 
gards the negative act of the failure to fulfil the terms of a treaty. 
Further, m the case of a resort to force, it is clear that there may be 
degrees of culpabihty and degrees of aggression, and that cousoqucntly, 
m cases where Article 16 apphes, the nature of the action appropriate to 
be taken under it may vary according to the choumstances of each par- 
ticular case. Your Government, as I am aware, already recognizes these 
distinctions. And similarly, in regard to treaty obligations, it is pertinent 
to recall that, as I have already said in Geneva, elasticity is a part of 
security, and that every member of the League must recognize, as the 
Covenant itself recognizes, that the World is not static. 

The note closed with an assurance and a caveat. The assurance 
was that this British loyalty to the Covenant was not merely the 
good intention of the ephemeral Government of the day, but was the 
settled policy of the country. The caveat was that Great Britain s 
support of the Covenant would be conditional upon the attitude and 
the conduct of the other states members. The faith in the League, and 
the action on behalf of the League ideal, no less than the security in 
which this faith and these works were to bear fruit, must be collective. 

Before answering the French Government’s question in these terms, 
the British Government had already put a question of their own to 
the French. On the 24th September Sir Samuel Hoare addressed an 
oral inquiry to the French Ambassador in London regarding the 
attitude of the French Government 'in case a member of the League 
of Nations, who’ declared 'himself ready to fulfil his obligations in 

^ Terms of the inquiry as formulated in the British note of the 26th Septem- 
ber, 1935. ® See p. 187, above. 
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accordance with the terms of Article 16 of the Covenant and who’ 
was "making the necessary preparations to that end, should be 
attacked before the Article in question became applicable — that is 
to say, before the other members of the League of Nations were 
expressly bound to lend this member the mutual support provided 
for against a Covenant-breaking state. The British Government,’ 
Sir Samuel Hoare told Monsieur Corbin, "would be glad to know 
whether, in such a case, they might count on the same support from 
the French Government as they’ were "entitled to receive under 
paragraph 3 of Article 16, when the measures provided for in this 
Article’ were "applied’.^ 

This was an embarrassing question for Monsieur Laval, whose own 
conception of his " difficult part ’ was — ^in the words of a broadcast 
address which he dehvered on the 26th November, 1935 — "to main- 
tain intact a friendly collaboration with Great Britain, and to demon- 
strate the fidehty of France to the Covenant of the League, without 
weakening the bond of friendship with Italy that ’ Monsieur Laval 
himself had "sealed in Rome on the 7th January ’ of the current year. 
So distasteful, apparently, did Monsieur Laval find the British ques- 
tion that he hesitated at first to give the affirmative answer that the 
British Government expected of him; and specious excuses for a 
negative answer were not lackmg. One possible ground for a French 
refusal of the British request was suggested by the Italian thesis that 
the reinforcement of the British Fleet in the Mediterranean had been 
an act of British national pohcy which simply reflected an unwarrant- 
able suspicion of, and hostility towards, Italy on the British Govern- 
ment’s part. If he adopted this thesis in its entirety, Monsieur Laval 
might ask, with a plausible air of grievance, why France should be 
expected to help Great Britain out of a tight place into which Great 
Britain had wantonly thrust herself without previously asking the 
French Government’s advice. If France had been consulted before- 
hand, she would have urged the British Government not to move a 
single ship ; the British naval movements on the grand scale which 
had in fact taken place were already making Monsieur Laval’s difficult 
task of conciliation more difficult than it need have been ; and it was 
the last straw that France should now be asked to run the risk of 
being involved in war with her Italian ally on account of the British 
Government’s prejudiced, precipitate, high-handed and impohtic be- 
haviour. Short of taking so militant a line as this, Monsieur Laval 
could cite the unquestionable fact that the British naval concentration 

^ Terms of the British oral inquiry of the 25th September, 1935, as formu- 
lated in the French written reply of the 6th October. 
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in Levantine waters Lad neither been invited nor been approved by 
any organ of the League, and from this premiss he might argue, as 
a lawyer, that the British Government’s action could not properly 
bring into play, for any of Great Britain’s fellow states members of 
the League, any of those obligations that derived from their common 
subscription to the Covenant. 

To such French arguments the British Government could retort, 
for their part, that even though the British naval movements might 
have been carried out on the British Government’s individual initia- 
tive without authorization from the League, they were at any rate 
perfectly compatible with the terms of the Covenant, which did not 
inhibit states members of the League from making precautionary 
dispositions of their own armed forces, so long as they did not attack 
their neighbours, did not trespass on their neighbours’ territory or 
territorial waters, and did not do anything that might constitute a 
threat to peace in the considered judgment of the Council taking 
cognizance of the question at the instance of some other state member 
in accordance with the procedure which the Covenant provided.^ 
The British Government could also argue that it might be hazardous 
for all parties concerned to attempt to apply even the financial and 
economic sanctions of Article 16 against Italy without having some 
covering of force in reserve ; that, de facto (whatever the juridical 
position might be), the British naval concentration in the narrow seas 
between Italy and East Africa provided, for the benefit of all states 
members, the indispensable 'sanction behind the sanctions ’ ; that the 
threatening attitude of Italy bore eloquent testimony to the practical 
importance which this British naval guarantee would have in the 
event of the Leaguers finding itself in duty bound to put Article 16 
of the Covenant into operation against Italy ; and that on this showing 
it would be unjust if Great Britain were left to confront, unaided by 
her fellow state members, an Italian attack which she would have 
drawn upon herself (according to this argument) because she had had 
the pubKc spirit to take that action in the common cause which had 
to be taken by some state member or other if the application of 
Article 16 was to be made a practical possibility. 

^ If in French eyes it was legitimate for Italy to have reinforced her garrisons 
in her African colonies adjoining Abyssinia on the scale on which she had 
actually been remforeing them since the opening of the year 1935 (see pp. 
142 seggr., above) then, a fortiori, it was legitimate for the IJnited Kingdom to 
have reinforced her Mediterranean Fleet in September. In equity, Monsieur 
Laval’s objection to these British reinforcements should have been put out of 
court by the unwillingness which he had persistently shown (see pp. 138-9, 
144, 147, 149, 152-3, above) to entertain the Abyssinian complaints about Italian 
war preparations in Eritrea and Somalia. 
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The British question, which raised aU these debatable points, was 
discussed between Monsieur Laval and the British Ambassador in 
Paris at two meetings on the 1st October ; and the text of a reply was 
approved in Paris by the French Cabinet on the 4th and was handed 
to Sir Robeii) Vansittart in London on the 5th. The reply was in the 
affirmative; and its masterly draftsmanship showed that, if the 
diplomatists at the Quai d’Orsay had found it impossible to evade an 
awkward question, they had at least known how to take the legitimate 
revenge of turning a reluctant answer to account for their own 
purposes. Sir Samuel Hoare had given an opening for this adroit 
stroke of French diplomacy by couching in general terms (no doubt 
for reasons of tact) an inquiry which was really concerned with the 
particular contmgency of an Italian attack upon the British Empire 
in the Mediterranean. This opening was taken advantage of, to 
the fuU, in the following passages of the French note : 

The proposal of the British Government, if given a wide appheation, 
fills in very opportunely a gap in the system of ‘collective security’ to 
which our two Governments are firmly attached In the interests of 
clearness it is necessary to define the conditions ui which the proposed 
undertaldng will be apphed. 

The obhgation of assistance which is contemplated, binding the tw’o 
Governments, must be reciprocal- that is to say, it must bind Great 
Britain with regard to France as much as France with regard to Great 
Britain. Moreover, it would be difficult to imagine that a state might 
or might not be regarded as having been attacked according to whether 
the attacks occurred on land, by sea, or in the air. The undertaking of 
assistance must therefore operate in each and every one of these cases. 
Finally, the mutual support from now on provided for in the third 
paragraph of Article 16 is equally due in case, in virtue of Article 17, 
Article 16 is applied. The preliminary assistance which the British 
Government proposes must therefore be equally assured whether the 
aggressor state is or is not a member of the League of Nations. 

In a general way the contemplated undertaking ought to take effect 
only after a joint investigation has been made into the circumstances 
and agreement reached on the measures of precaution which these cir- 
cumstances may justify as being strictly necessary in order to prepare 
for the carrying out of the Council’s ultimate recommendations. This 
joint investigation ought to take place as soon as a state of political 
tension arises sufficiently serious to give ground for fear lest it lead 
sooner or later to the application of Articles 16 and 17. 

Subject to these observations, and on condition of reciprocity, I am 
authorized to inform your Excellency that the French Government are 
ready to assume in regard to His Majesty’s Government the following 
undertakings : 

(a) If either of the two Powers judges it necessary to take military, 
naval, or air measures, with a view to placing itself in a position to 
carry out, in case of need, its obligations of assistance arising out of 
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the Covenant of the League of Nations or the Treaties of Locarno, it 
will enter into consultation on this subject with the other Power , the 
procedure shall be similar if either of the two Powers judges it neces- 
sary to take military, naval, or air measures, with a view to placing 
itself in a position to meet, should it arise, a situation in which, under 
the Covenant of the League of Nations, or the Treaties of Locarno, 
it would be entitled to receive the assistance of the other Power, 

(6) The fact that one or other of the two Powers, after this con- 
sultation and the resulting agreement, takes the measures referred 
to above shall not on that account be regarded as constituting a 
provocation such as would justify any failure by a third State to fulfil 
its international obligations 

(c) If either of the two Powers is attacked on account of such 
measures taken after consultation and agreement, the other Power 
\vill render it assistance 

I should be grateful to your Excellency to bo so good as to place me 
in a position to assure my Government of the agreement of His Majesty’s 
Government on all these points. 

It will be seen that, in giving the French Ambassador the inevitable 
assurance of their agreement with his Government’s affirmative reply 
to a question which they themselves had asked, the British Govern- 
ment were committing themselves to mutual French and British 
assistance — ^in the circumstances here in question — on land and in 
the air as well as on the sea, and to assistance in the event of an 
attack on France by Germany as well as in the event of an attack 
on Great Britain by Italy. Nor was this acceptance of the principle 
of reciprocity in the matter of mutual assistance the whole of the 
price which the British Government had to pay for a grudging and 
conditional promise of French assistance in the crisis of the moment. 
They were also compelled to acquiesce in a French veto upon any 
British initiative in the matter of pohey. 'I wish’, said Monsieur 
Laval in a statement made by him at Clermont-Ferrand on the 1 2th 
October, ‘to reassure French opinion . . . Great Britain . . . has never 
considered that her action should be individual or should be developed 
outside the collective framework of the League of Nations ’ ; and this 
statement of Monsieur LavaFs was expressly confirmed by Sir Samuel 
Hoare on the 22nd October,^ In this bout of diplomatic fencing, the 
French gained at least as many points as they lost. 

Indeed, the French reply to the British inquiry of the 24th September 
had hardly been delivered before the French commitment which 
it involved became inapplicable to the international crisis of the 
moment owing to the coming into play of Article 16 of the Covenant 
as between France and the United Kingdom, vis-d,~vi8 Italy, through 

^ See p. 283, below. 
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the League Council s finding of the 7th October ^ This change in the 
juridical situation moved the British Government to readdress to 
the French Government their old question in reference to the new 
circumstances . The story may be told in the words of a memorandum^ 
in which the British Government subsequently retailed the history 
of the ensumg negotiations. 

'On the 14th October, 1935, the Co-ordmation Committee made a 
declaration recognizing that any proposals for action under Ai'ticle 16 
of the Covenant were made on the basis of paragraph 3 of that 
Article, by which the members of the League agreed, among other 
things, that they would mutually support one another in resisting 
any special measures aimed at one of their number by the Covenant- 
breaking states ^ The Committee of Co-ordination thus did no 
more than recall the terms of the Covenant. In practice, hov'ever, 
in the event of action of a mihtary character being aimed by the 
Covenant -breaking state against a member of the League which’ was 
'participating m economic and financial measures under Ai'ticlc 16, 
the application of this principle, universal as it' might be, would 
presumably call 'for the special co-operation of those members of the 
League who by reason of their mihtary situation or their geographical 
position’ were 'most immediately concerned. It was a question, 
therefore, in the present case, of ascertaining whether the states 
whoso assistance was particularly required would be prepared to 
provide concrete assistance, and, if so, what would be the precise 
character of that assistance. His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom wished, in fact, to ascertain whether, in the event of siiecial 
measmes of a military character being aimed at Great Britain by 
Italy, the French, Greek, Turkish and Jugoslav Governments would 
be willing and able, should the need arise, to collaborate m resistance 
to such measures. 

'His Majesty’s Government decided, in the first instance, to ask 
the French Government whether they, like His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, interpreted paragraph 3 of Article 16 as imposing obligations 
such as those described above. This inquiry was put to the French 
Government on the 14th October, and in the course of an oral reply 
the view of that Government on this point was stated as follows : 

To the question put by His Majesty’s Government, namely, whether 

the French Government shares their interpretation of mutual support 

^ See p. 206, above. 

® Text in the Britisli White Paper Ethiopia No. 2 of 1936 [Omd. 5072]. 

® See p, 225, above. This step was taken at the instance of Mr. Eden, who 
thus prepared at Geneva the ground for the question which was put in Paris, 
on the same day, by the British Ambassador. — A. J. T. 
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laid down m Article 16 between members of the League of Nations 
responsible for the carrying out of obligations resulting from that Article, 
the President of the Council and Minister for Foreign Affairs answers in 
the affirmative. The French Government fully considers Article 10 as 
implying complete solidarity of each of the members of the League of 
Nations in respect of that one of them who may have been attacked 
by the Covenant-breaking state if this attack has been clearly brought 
about by the appheation of the provisions of the said article, the execu- 
tion of which shall have been decided in common. 

‘While this definition of the general principle was satisfactory to 
His Majesty^s Government, there were certain points concerning its 
practical application to the present dispute which required elucida- 
tion, and farther discussions therefore took place between the two 
Governments.’^ One point which appears to have been raised by 
Monsieur Laval in connexion with his oral reply of the 14bh Octobcj-, 
just quoted, was the question whether, supposing that Italy did now 
attack the British Empire in the Mediterranean, France could be 
expected to regard such attack as having ‘been clearly brought about 
by the application of the provisions’ of Article 16, or whether she 
might not still be entitled to regard the Italian attack as a consequence 
of the British naval concentration in Levantine waters which had 
been carried out on the British Government’s sole initiative before 
Article 16 had come into play. After raising this question, Monsieur 
Laval was reported to have asked the British Government to fall in 
with Signor Mussolini’s proposal for a symmetrical reduction of 
British and Italian forces in the Mediterranean (without prejudice 
to the continuation of the Italian military operations in East Africa). 

On the 16th October the British Ambassador in Paris appears to 
have informed Monsieur Laval that this last request was unacceptable 
to the British Government for the reasons which had already moved 
the British Government to reject the same proposal when it had been 
addressed to them direct ficom Rome.^ On the other hand, on the 18th 
the Ambassador conveyed to Monsieur Laval a message from London 
which did meet the second of the two stipulations that had been 
attached to Monsieur Laval’s conditionally affirmative oral answer 
of the 14th to the British inquiry of that date. Sir George Clerk was 
able to assure Monsieur Laval once again that Great Britain did not 
intend to take independent action of any kind against Italy, outside 
the scope of the collective action which was being taken by the states 
members of the League who were represented on the Co-ordination 
Committee. Thereupon Monsieur Laval authorized the delivery of 

^ British White Paper Omd. 5072 of 1936, pp. 2-3. 

“ See p. 225, above. 
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an elaborate written reply to the British Government, and he ‘ex- 
pressed his opinion that the reply was a plain affirmative’.^ 

The crucial passages in this French note of the 18th October, 
1935, ran as follows: 

The French Government certainly interprets the obligation prescribed 
for members of the League of Nations towards any one of them who 
should, as a result of measures taken in appheation of Article 16, be 
exposed to attack by the Covenant-breaking state, as implying unhimted 
solidarity of action in the matter of military, air and naval assistance. . . . 

Monsieur Laval had already had occasion . . as a matter of supplemen- 
tary explanation, to indicate that he naturally interpreted this obliga- 
tion as being governed by the measures taken in fulfilment of Article 
16, withm the limits of its application 

The British Government itself seems to share this view, since it offers 
. the French Government the assurance that it will not take the initiative 
m any measure against Italy which would not be in confornnty with the 
decisions taken, or to be taken, by the League of Nations in full agree- 
ment with France 

Strengthened by this assurance — ^which, be it said, it never had reason 
to doubt — the French Government is in a still better position to confirm 
to the British Government, in the clearest and most precise manner, 
that in the concrete case contemplated by the most recent communica- 
tion from the British Ambassador, that is to say, a possible attack by 
Italy upon Great Britain by reason of the latter’s collaboration in the 
international action undertaken by the League of Nations and pursued 
in concert with France, the French support of Great Britain is assured 
fully and in advance within the framework of the interpretation which the 
Governments of the two countries are in agreement in placing upon the 
obligation provided for in Article 16 of the Covenant.^ 

‘Agreement was thus reached between the two Governments’® — 
and it may be observed that this agreement did not consist solely in 
a mutual assurance, as between these two Powers, that they would 
fulfil towards one another the obligations which they had each taken 
upon themselves in subscribing to Article 16 of the Covenant, para- 
graph 3, The new agreement also established, as between the United 
Kingdom and France, a new principle which was henceforth to 
govern their action under the Covenant but which was nowhere to 
be found in the text of the Covenant itself. The United Kingdom 
and France were now agreeing together that the absolute obligation 
which the Covenant itself imposed upon each of them — ^as upon every 

^ Communiqui issued on the evenmg of the 18th October, 1935, by the British 
Embassy in Pai'is, after consultation with the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

* These passages are those quoted in the British White Paper Omd. 5072 
of 1936, pp. 3-4. Down to the time of writing, in April 1936, there had been 
no publication of the full text of the French note of the 18th October, 1936. 

® Omd. 5072 of 1936, p* 4. 
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state member of the League — ^to execute the terms of Ai'ticlo 16 im- 
mediately and completely, as soon as this article came into play, 
should be overridden and restricted, as far as either of them ^v■as con- 
cerned, by a new undertaking not to implement Ar'ticle IG earlier than, 
or in greater measure than, its implementation might be decided 
upon by the League as a whole in full agreement with the other of 
the two parties to this new Anglo-Fi*ench understanding. Possibly 
this new understanding might be defended as a legitimate corollary — 
on the principle of 'no taxation without representation’ — to the 
provision in Article 16, which the two parties were now reaffii'ming, 
for mutual support but it must be repeated that if any authority 
at all could be found in the Covenant for this private Franco-British 
arrangement, it could only be found by impheation. This point is of 
historical importance, since the liberum veto which either France or 
Great Britain was thus authorized to impose upon the individual 
implementation, by either Great Britam or France, of her obligations 
under Article 16^ had a profound effect in restricting the scope and 
the efficacy of the appHcation of sanctions against Italy during the 
ensuing months. 

Meanwhile the Anglo-French agreement in principle which had 
been reached on the 26th October was promptly followed vq) by 
technical conversations betw'een French and British naval, miUtary 
and air experts on the practical problem of Anglo-French co-operation 
in the Mediterranean in the event of an Italian attack on the British 
fleet ; and two French naval experts arrived in London for this pur- 
pose as early as the 30th October.® On the 28th November Monsieur 

^ This question has been touched upon on pp. 21 G seqq,, above. 

® This conferment of a liberum veto upon either of two states members by a 
private understanding between the two states m question -would have been 
difficult to justify on the doctrine (however widely stretched) that any action 
taken hy any state member of the League individually under Article 1 0 of th<^ 
Covenant must be in accordance with ‘the general sontimout’ of the League. 
See the quotation, on p. 217, footnote 2, above, from an article in The British 
Year Booh of Iniernalional Law by Sir John Fischer Williams. 

® With reference to these Anglo-French staff talks, the British Government 
noted the following point of fact in their memorandum of the 22nd January, 
1936 {Omd, 6072 of 1936): 

‘The fact that these conversations have taken place between tbo French 
and British staffs has led in certain quarters to the suggestion thal« the con- 
versations were concerned not only with the position in the Mediterranean 
arising out of the application of Article 16 of the Covenant, but also with the 
north-eastern frontier of France. His Majesty’s Government wish to take 
tMs opportunity of denying the truth of any such suggestion. The conversa- 
tions between the staffs which have taken place have been confined entirely 
to joint action in the event of hostilities in the Mediterranean arising out of 
the application of sanctions in the present dispute. The conversations have 
never been concerned with any other contingency.’ 
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Laval was reported to have made it clear to the Italian Ambassador 
in Paris that Prance would immediately come to the armed assistance 
of Great Britain if Italy attacked British forces or British possessions 
in reprisal for any British action resulting from a decision of the 
League. On the 18th December, m the House of Commons at West- 
minster, in answer to the question ‘^whether any intimation had been 
received from the Prench Government as to whether or not, in the 
event of an Italian attack on British naval forces, the Prench Admiralty 
would be in a position to give immediate effective support to the 
British Navy’, Mr. Baldwin declared that ^assurances of Prench 
support in the event of an emergency, such as that mentioned by the 
honourable member’, had 'been received from the Prench Govern- 
ment’, as had 'previously been stated’. On the other hand. Sir 
Samuel Hoare, in his speech in the House of Commons on the 19th 
December,^ declared that, down to that date, 'not a ship, not a 
machine, not a man’ had been moved, in connexion with the Italo- 
Abyssinian dispute, by any other state member of the League except 
Great Britain.^ 

'Following on these conversations with the French Government, 
His Majesty’s Government made similar inquiries, early m December, 
of the Governments of Greece, Turkey and Jugoslavia. The replies 
received from these three Governments, after consultation with one 
another, left no doubt of their readiness faithfully to apply all the 
obligations devolving upon them under the Covenant, in consequence 
of measures taken in application of Article 16. . . . On the 21st 
December the Prench Government were informed by the three 
Governments of the inquiries made by His Majesty’s Government, 
and of the assurances given in reply ; and . . . the Italian Government 
were also informed by the Prench Government of the fact that con- 
versations had recently taken place between the Prench and British 
staffs. , . . Further, . . . inreply to inquiries made at Angora and Athens 
and Belgrade, the Italian Government were informed of the assurances 

^ See pp. ai8-9, below. 

® The French did not deny the truth of this statement in its application to 
France, but they had an answer ; and this was that the French Navy could not 
bo placed on a war footing without at least a partial mobilization which must 
extend to the land and air forces as well and which would have an untoward 
effect upon Franco -Italian relations. In the United Kmgdom Government’s 
belief, the mobilization of the French armed forces would have been spun out 
in saecula saeculorum supposing that Monsieur Laval had been called upon 
to honour his promise in consequence of an Italian attack upon the British 
Empire. So nervous were the French of compromising themselves in Italian 
eyes that, when the Chief of Staff of Admiral Fisher’s Fleet went to Bizerta 
for a technical consultation with his French ‘opposite number’, the French 
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given to His Majesty's Goyernment by the Tm^kish, Greek^ and 
Jugoslav Governments respectively. The Tm’kish Government subse- 
quently requested His Majesty's Government to furnish them with 
reciprocal assurances, which were duly conveyed to them. This 
request was also made by the Government of Jugoslavia, to whom, 
as well as to the Greek Government, similar assurances were given 
by His Majesty's representatives accredited to those Governments.'*'^ 

The inquiries addressed by the Government of the United Kingdom 
to the Governments of Greece, Turkey and Jugoslavia incidentally 
produced fresh evidence of the solidarity of the bonds uniting the 
several states members of the Balkan Entente and the Little Entente 
respectively. Eor the Greek and Turkish Governments’ rci)hes were 
made after consultation of, and in full agreement with, the Rumanian 
Government, and the Jugoslav Government’s reply after consultation 
of, and in fuU agreement with, both the Rumanian CJovernment and 
the Czechoslovak Government. 

On the 22nd January, 1936, letters, j)utting the results of tlH‘s(‘- 
negotiations on record, were addressed to the chairman of the Co- 
ordination Committee by representatives of the delegations, then 
present at Geneva, of all the seven states concerned.'* It will be 
noticed that while the Governments which had given and received 
these mutual assui*ances included those of two countries — Rumania 
and Czechoslovakia — ^which had no seaboard on the McditciTanean,'* 
there was one Mediterranean state member of the League, beside 
Italy, which w^as conspicuous by its absence. This absentee was 
Spain — a state member which, from the beginning of the conllict 
between the League and Italy, had been as nervous as France and 
Switzerland of crossing the aggressor’s war-path. Copies of the letters 
addressed to the chairman of the Co-ordination Committee on the 
22nd January, 1936, by the delegates of the United Kingdom, France, 

authorities insisted on his coming in plain clothes and leaving again without 
staying the night, in order that his visit should escape Italian notice. 

^ The Greek Government not only ‘informed the Italian Governmont\ hut 
‘at the same time’ pointed ‘out that the existence of a treaty of friendslup 
between Greece and Italy did not relieve Greece of the obligation, explic-itly 
reserved in the treaty ia question, to fulfil undertakings arising under tlie 
Covenant of the League of Nations’. (Letter, dated the 22nd January, 103((, 
from the Greek delegation at Geneva to the Chairman of tJie Co-ordination 
Committee.) 

® Omd. 5072 of 1936, pp. 4-5, 

® The texts of the seven letters are printed in British Wliite Paper Omd, 
6072 of 1936. The British memorandum, telling the story of the negotiations, 
is annexed to the letter from Mr. Eden. 

* Czechoslovakia, of course, had no seaboard at all, except in the imagina- 
tion of Shakespeare. 
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Greece, Tui’kcy and Jugoslavia were forwarded by Senhor de Vascon- 
ccUos to Senor de Madariaga ; and this communication drew from the 
Spanish delegate, on the 24th January, the following non-committal 
reply : 

Having been informed of these conversations by the Umted Kingdom 
Government, the Spanish Oovornment is of opinion that, as regards the 
general principle, Spam can only repeat that she will, as always, honour 
her engagements ; and that, as regards the specific case of the Mediter- 
ranean, the Government of the Repubhc considers that, inasmuch as 
i-lie hypothesis contemplated is linked with the application of sanctions, 
if it IS thought necessary to study the case, it should be studied in the 
(‘ommittees set up for that purpose at Geneva, so as to ensure that the 
article in question is apphed as effectively as possible.^ 

The letter which had been addressed to Senhor de Vasconcellos 
on the 22nd January, 1936, by the French delegation at Geneva had 
contained the observation that 'these exchanges of views did not in 
any respect go beyond the scope of the common obligations publicly 
assumed by all the members of the League and that they could not, 
‘therefore, give rise to any surprise or misunderstanding on the part 
of international opinion’. If this remark was intended to propitiate 
the Italians, it did not succeed in its purpose ; for Senor de Madariaga’s 
letter to Senhor de Vasconcellos was not the only diplomatic missive 
that was despatched on the 24th January, 1936. On the same date 
the Italian Embassy or Legation in the capital of each of the fifty-one 
states^ participating in the application of economic and financial 
measures under Article 16 of the Covenant communicated to the 
Government to which it was accredited an identic note verbale^ in 
regard to the British memorandum, relating to mutual support under 
Article 16, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, which had been communi- 
cated to Senhor de Vasconcellos on the 22nd. 

In this note the Italian Government, 'while confirming the reserves 
and the protests originally made in regard to the measures decided 
upon against Italy in connexion with the first paragraph of Article 
] 6 of the Covenant’, now formulated ' bhe most formal reserves, and 

1 Omd. 5072 of 1936, p. 8. 

* Fifty states members had taken steps to put Proposal No. 1 (arms em- 
bargo) into force, and this was the maximum number of states applying any 
one sanction. The fifty-first state member concerned was Salvador, which was 
applying Proposal No. 3 (prohibition of importation of Italian goods) but not 
Proposal No. 1, Guatemala brought the total of states which had accepted 
some or all of the proposals in principle up to fifty-two (see p. 217, footnote 3, 
above), but the Experts Committee reported in December 1935 that ‘it would 
not appear to be clear from the documents before [the] Committee* that 
Guatemala had ‘taken the necessary measures’. 

’ English translation in Omd, 5072 of 1936, pp. 8-1 L 



270 


ABYSSmiA AND ITALY 


Socti. viii 


their own protest, against the interpretation and application of 
paragraph 3 of Article 16 of the Covenant, upon which the British 
memorandum’ based ‘the agreements of a mihtary character arrived 
at between the British Government and other Governments'. In 
detail, the Italian Government argued that an Italian attack on the 
British Empire in the Mediterranean could not be interpreted as one 
which had ‘been clearly brought about by the application of the pro- 
visions of’ Article 16 of the Covenant, since the British naval con- 
centration in Levantine waters had been made without the League 
being informed, and before there was any possibility of invoking 
Article 16. The Italian Government then went on to protest that the 
hypothesis of the British Empire being in danger of an Italian attack 
was ‘not only arbitrary, but completely inexistent^ In the third 
place, they submitted that one of the stipulations attaching to the 
French Government’s assurance to the British Government — that is, 
the stipulation that the British Government should not take the 
initiative in any measure against Italy which was not in conformity 
with a decision taken by the League of Nations in full agreement with 
France — ^iavolvod something which was, at any rate so far, an un- 
fuljSUed condition. 

Such a decision by the League of Nations has never been tiilicn, since 
the apphcation of economic and financial measures m coimexion with 
the Italo-Ethiopian conflict has been the object of no discussion by the 
Council or the Assembly as such. The Governments of the states 
members applying the above-mentioned measures with regard to Italy 
have acted, instead, in pursuance of decisions w'hich each of them has 
taken individually. 

These debating points in the Italian note were not taken up either 
by the British Government or by any other of the fifty-one Govern- 
ments addressed. On the other hand, the reciprocal assurances of 
mutual support, in the contingency of an Italian attack, which had 
been exchanged between five Mediterranean Powers, were an accom- 
plished fact which could not be undone by verbal strokes of Italian 
diplomacy.^ 

In this piece of diplomatic by-play it was the British and not the 
Italians who had the best of it ; and assuredly the Abyssinians would 
have been happy if they could have secured j&om their fellow states 
members of the League, for their defence against an Italian attack 
on Abyssinia which had been in full swing now for more than three 
months past, even a fraction of the support of which the British had 

^ The liquidation of these Mediterranean mutual assistance agreements, in 
consequence of the subsequent Italian military victory in East AMca, is 
reciorded on pp. 612-3, below. 
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thus obtained assurances agamst the contingency of an attack upon 
the British Empire which was no more than a threat that had not yet 
materialized. The energy and ability with which the British Empire 
had effectively provided for its own security through the negotiations 
that have been described in this chapter, threw into conspicuous 
relief the half-heartedness and timidity which were being displayed by 
the British Government in the execution of their obligations towards 
Abyssinia under the Covenant. Considering the disparity between 
the British and Ethiopian Empires in intrinsic strength, and the still 
greater difference in the degree of the danger to which they were 
respectively exposed at the time, this contrast between the British 
Government’s different standards of performance in doing their duty 
by their neighbour and in doing their duty by themselves threw a 
light upon Great Britain in which she assuredly did not shine to 
advantage. 


(ix) The Proposal to extend to Oil the Embargo on Exports to Italy; 
and the abortive Laval-Hoare Peace Plan 

The outwardly imposing concurrence of the Governments of some 
fifty states in the finings of the Council and Assembly of the League 
of Nations, and in the recommendations of the Committee of Eighteen 
and the Co-ordmation Committee, between the 7th October and the 
2nd November, 1935, veiled a cleft between two policies which were 
not merely distinct from one another, but were so different that, under 
the test of action, they proved to be barely compatible. The one 
policy, of which the leading exponent was the British Government, 
was to concentrate attention and effort, now that Italy had been 
found to be a Covenant-breaker, upon the task of frustrating her 
aggression by the application of some of the sanctions prescribed in 
Article 16 of the Covenant. The other policy, of which the leading 
exponent was the French Government, was to concentrate attention 
and effort — after, no less than before, the finding which had been 
made on the 7th October — ^upon attempts at a settlement of the 
dispute by conciliation, and, with this in view, to confine the applica- 
tion of sanctions to the minimum necessary for ‘saving the face’ of 
the League, without ever going to lengths at which the continuing 
attempts at conciliation might be seriously hampered or might even 
cease to be any longer possible. The British policy — ^which was 
carried on by Mr. Eden after it had been dropped by Sir Samuel 
Hoare — ^naturally led to a proposal to extend the embargo on exports 
to Italy Proposal No. 4 ’) to additional commodities, and particularly 
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to oil, which rapidly showed itself to be the key-commodity for Italy's 
conduct of her war of aggression against Abyssinia. The French 
policy — ^which was bequeathed to Monsieur Flandin by Monsiour' 
Laval — ^led, perhaps not less naturally, to a proposal to postj^one 
consideration of ‘the oil sanction’ pending a supreme attemi)t at 
‘conciliation’ in the shape of a peace plan which admittedly offered 
the aggressor a premium for having committed a breach of the 
Covenant, wliile it called upon his victim to be content vith that 
much less than justice at the hands of the League. 

In narrating the histories of the abortive oil sanction and tlie 
abortive Laval-Hoare Peace Plan, it will be convenient to describe 
the genesis of the oil sanction first, and then the genesis of the peace 
plan, before going on to record the eventual interlocking of two trans- 
actions which had originally appeared to be independent of one 
another. 

The initiative in suggesting any extensions of the embargo on 
exports to Italy lay with the Committee of Eighteen, acting on the 
advice of its Sub -Committee on Economic Measures;''- and, before 
making any concrete suggestion, the committee had to ask itself at 
least three questions : first, was the commodity under consideration 
one of vital importance to Italy for the prosecution of her war of 
aggression against Abyssinia ? In the second place, was it a com- 
modity the importation of which could be denied to Italy, through 
an embargo imposed solely by the sanction-taking states, in sufficient 
measure to make the blow sensibly felt by the Italians, or, in the case 
of this commodity, could Italy’s requirements from abroad, in so 
far as they were at present being met by sanction-taldng countries, 
readily find an alternative source of supply in the countries not parti- 
cipating in the sanctions ? In the third place, in the event of the 
answer to the second half of the second question being in the affirma- 
tive, was there any prospect of these latter countries refusing to 
avail themselves of the opportunity to supply Italy with the com- 
modity which the sanction-taking countries were proposing to deny 
to her ? 

The question of extending to additional commodities the embargo 
on exports to Italy (‘Proposal No. 4’) was raised in the Committee 
of Eighteen on the 19th October, 1935, in the course of a debate on 
the list of the articles that were to be covered by the proposal. This 
debate was opened by a statement from Senor de Madariaga (Spain), 
who said that he ‘regretted that he could not accept paragraph 1 as 
it appeared in the draft proposal, because iron ore and scrap-iron 

^ See p. 225, above. 
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were included in the list, whereas the finished products, iron and 
steel, were not. He felt that it was so illogical to prohibit the export 
of iron ore and scrap-iron and to allow iron and steel to enter that, 
for his own part, unless convincing arguments were produced, he 
could not accept paragraph 1. . . . His view was that iron and steel 
products ought to be included in the list, or alternatively that iron 
ore and scrap-iron ought to be struck out’. In reply to this Spanish 
objection the French, British and Belgian delegates reminded Senor 
de Madariaga that the intention of the Economic Sub-Committee, 
which had drafted the list, had been to include only products that 
were controlled by members of the League. Iron ore and raw rubber 
were so controlled, and they had therefore been included. On the 
other hand, neither iron and pig-iron and steel nor the products of 
rubber fulfilled the condition for being placed on the fist. These 
secondary products, unlike the primary materials from which they 
were derived, were to a large extent under the control of certain non- 
member states, and this was the reason why they had been omitted. 
This debate provoked an intervention on the part of the Canadian 
delegate, Mr. EiddeU, on Senor de Madariaga’s side. He 'had always 
held the view that any scheme of economic sanctions should be com- 
prehensive’, and 'he had never heard any argument as to why the 
committee should not go further than the question of raw materials, 
and place obhgatipns on the countries, at least, that produced semi- 
manufactured goods The debate ended in Senor de Madariaga pro- 
posing 'that the committee should vote the list as it stood, though 
he could not guarantee what his Government would do ’ ; and accord- 
ingly the list was adopted by the Committee of Eighteen mianimously 
on this occasion, and then by the Co-ordination Committee on the 
same evening (the 19th October) — ^with a repetition by Senor de 
Madariaga of his reservation ' on the inclusion of iron ore in the fist, if 
iron itself were left to enter Italy freely’. 

This point was duly brought up again by the Spanish delegate at a 
meeting of the Committee of Eighteen on the morning of the 2nd 
November in the course of the committee’s consideration of special 
cases brought forwardin replies from Governments to the Co-ordination 
Committee’s recommendations up to date. The chairman now ruled 
that 'the committee was not competent to modify the list adopted 
by the Co-ordination Committee. It could only make additions to it 
— e.g. it could add iron and pig-iron, as the Canadian delegate pro- 
posed’. This ruling gave Mr. EiddeU an opening for putting forward 
a concrete proposal. He 'reminded the committee that in Proposal 
No. 4, concerning the embargo on certain exports to Italy, they were 
n T 
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entrusted with the task of making suitable proposals to Governments 
on this subject. He imagined they were all agreed that the list of key 
products was not complete, inasmuch as such important products as 
petroleum and its derivatives, coal, ii'on and steel were not on the 
list. The committee had been successful in obtaining acceptances 
regarding the embargo as far as it went, and he thought that all the 
states members of the League were to be congratulated on that He 
now ventured to propose that the substances he had named should be 
added to the hst in principle, and that measures with regard to them 
should come into effect whenever the committee found that an em- 
bargo could be made effective. The inclusion of iron and steel in this 
way, he hoped, would also give satisfaction to the Spanish delegate. 
He accordingly suggested the following proposal : 

In execution of the mission entrusted to it under the last ])aragraph 
of Proposal hTo. 4, the Committee of Eighteen submits to Govcnnnent.s 
the following proposal ; 

It is expedient to adopt the principle of the extension of the ineasures 
of embargo provided for in the said Proposal to the following products . 

Petroleum and derivatives , 

Coal ; 

Iron, oast iron and steel. 

As soon as it appears that the acceptance of this principle is sufficiently 
general to ensure the efficacy of the measures thus contemplated, the 
Committee of Eighteen will propose to Governments a date for bringing 
them into operation 

Mr. RiddeU’s proposal^ was referred to the Economic Sub-Com- 
mittee, which discussed it on the 4th November and referred it, in 
turn, to a drafting committee. On the 5th this drafting committee’s 
version of the Riddell proposal was adopted by the Economic Sub- 
Committee with three amendments ; and the proposal, thus redrafted 
and then amended, was adopted without further alteration, on the 

^ Mr. Riddell’s action was subsequently disavowed by his Govorument in 
response to isolationist opinion which was especially strong among TBkench 
Canadians. On the 1st December the Canadian Acting Premier, Mr. Lapointis 
declared that Mr. Riddell’s proposal merely represented his personal opinion 
and that the Canadian Government had not taken the initiative itj any such 
action. A few days later it was announced that Mr. Riddell would not con- 
tinue to serve on the Committee of Eighteen as he had been appointed a delegate 
to the Pan-American Labour Conference at Santiago de Chile. This belated 
disavowal of Mr. Riddell aroused considerable opposition in Canada, and on 
the 6th December the Premier, Mr. Mackenzie King, considered it advisable 
to make a statement containing assurances that Mr. Lapointe had only in- 
tended to make it clear that the Canadian Government were not committed to 
the proposal. The Premier also asserted that the attitude of the Government 
towards the Lea^e had never changed and that Canada might still support 
the addition of oil and other commodities to the sanctions list. 
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6th November, by the Committee of Eighteen itself as its 'Proposal 
No. 4 A The final text ran as follows : 

In the execution of the mission entrusted to it under the last paragraph 
of Proposal No 4, the Committee of Eighteen submits to Governments 
iJie following proposal : 

It is expedient that the measures of embargo provided for in Pro- 
posal No. 4 should be extended to the following articles as soon as 
the conditions necessary to render this extension effective have been 
realized 

Petroleum and its derivatives, by-products and residues , 

Pig-iron, iron and steel (including aUoy steels), cast, forged, 
rolled, drawn, stamped or pressed ; 

Coal (including anthracite and ligmte), coke and their agglo- 
merates, as well as fuels derived therefrom 
If the rephes received by the Committee to the present proposal and 
the information at its disposal warrant it, the Committee of Eighteen 
will propose to Governments a date for bringing into force the measures 
mentioned above. 

In the course of the discussion preceding the adoption of the text by 
the Committee of Eighteen on the 6th November, the chairman ex- 
plained that 'the draft would be accepted in principle, but' that 
‘it would be for the Committee of Eighteen to take practical decisions 
later In a circular letter of the 7th November the Secretary-General 
of the League communicated to the Governments the texts of the 
proposals — ^including 'Proposal No. 4 A’ — which had been adopted 
for recommendation by the Committee of Eighteen during its second 
session (31st October-6th November, 1935) ; and in this letter he 
drew the attention of the Governments to the last paragraph of 
'Proposal No. 4 A'. 

It remained to be seen whether this vital proposal would actually 
be translated from the conditional mood into the imperative ; and 
manifestly the answer to this open question would depend upon the 
action of three parties. In the first place, would those states members 
of the League which controlled some substantial fraction of the total 
world-supply — and enjoyed some substantial share in the export- 
trade to Italy — of the commodities on this additional list declare 
their willingness, for their part, to carry out this extension of the 
embargo on exports to Italy — supposing that the extension were 
judged opportune in respect of the other considerations that had to 
be taken into account ? In the second place, would those non-member 
states which also controlled some substantial fraction of the world- 
supply of the same commodities take parallel action which might 
promote — or would they at least abstain from taking contrary action 
which might frustrate— the accomplishment of the sanction-taking 
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states’ purpose of preventing Italy from obtaining further supplies 
of these commodities either from the sanction-taking countries them- 
selves or from any alternative source ? In the third place, would the 
imposition of 'the oil-sanction’ against Italy be favoured or disliked 
— ^be helped or hindered — ^by the United Kingdom and France : two 
states members of the League which, in virtue of being Great Powers, 
were able to exercise a preponderant influence on the common 
counsels ? 

In the first of these three fields of action the response was not dis- 
couraging. By the 12th December, when the Committee of Eighteen 
at last reassembled for its third session, the Secretary-General had 
been informed by the Governments of ten states members that they 
were willing to place an embargo on the export of oil to Italy for then 
part. These ten were Argentina, British India, Czechoslovakia, 'Iraqi, 
Finland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Rumania, Siam and the 
U.S.S.R. ; and, of these, Uraq was producing at this time about 1-6 
per cent, of the world’s oil supply and was supplying 2-2 per cent, 
of the Itahan imports of oil, the Netherlands (including Netherlands 
India) about 2*7 per cent, and 12-5 percent., Rumania about 3*7 per 
cent, and 46*5 per cent., and the U.S.S.R. about 10*7 per cent, and 
13'1 per oent.^ 

In the second of the three fields, which was occupied by the non- 
member oil-producing and oil-controlling states, the situation — at 
any rate at the outset — ^was not unfavourable either. For while the 
United States was producing no less than 59*1 per cent, of the world’s 
oil-supply, she was only suppljdng about 6*3 per cent, of tho Italian 
imports, 2 so that a League embargo on the export of oil to Italy would 
strike a heavy blow at the prosecution of the Italian campaign in 
East Africa even if the United States, short of cutting off her oil- 
exports to Italy completely, were to arrange for their effectual restric- 
tion to the 'normal’ volume of the period before the opening of the 
Italian campaign in Abyssinia. The efforts made in this direction by 
the Administration at Washington before the disclosure of the 

^ The percentages of world supply are for the year 1935, and those of 
supplies to Italy for the nine months January to September 1935. Tho figures 
are taken from the Report of the Committee of Experts for the Technical 
Examination of the Conditions governing the Trade in and Transport of 
Petroleum and its DerivativeSt By-Products and Residues (League of Nations 
Document General. 1936. 1), See also the Survey for 1935^ vol. i, Part III, 
p. 384. 

^ This is the percentage for the first nine months of 1936. The figure for 
1934 was 6*4 per cent. During the last quarter of tho year 1936 American 
supplies rose to 17*8 per cent, of Italy’s total imports, makhig the percentage 
for the year 10-6. 
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Laval-Hoare Peace Plan are recorded in another chapter of this 
Survey?- 

It was in the third field of action — ^where the actors were the French 
and British Governments — ^that the attempt to put 'Proposal No. 
4 A ' into efiect was not only starved of the support which it duly 
received from the Governments of ten other states members,^ but 
was actively hindered by manoeuvres which — as far, at any rate, as 
concerns Monsieur Laval’s share in the business — can only be de- 
scribed as acts of political sabotage. 

This backstairs drama began when it was reported on the 19th 
November at Geneva that the chairman of the Committee of Eighteen, 
Senhor de Vasconcellos, was proposing to convene the committee for 
an early date — ^perhaps the 25th or the 27th instant^ — ^in order to 
consider, first and foremost, whether 'Proposal No. 4 A’, which had 
aheady been adopted in principle, could not now be applied in prac- 
tice. There was an immediate sounding of the alarm in the Italian 
press — a reaction which clearly indicated that the sanction-taking 
comitries, if they genuinely desired to make economic sanctions fulfil 
the intention of Article 16 of the Covenant, were on the right road 
in moving to extend the existing embargo on exports to Italy to oil 
and the other additional commodities which had been suggested by 
Mr. RiddeU. On the 22nd November it became known that the Com- 
mittee of Eighteen had now been definitely convened by Senhor de 
Vasconcellos, with the agenda above mentioned, for the 29th. As 
early as the 24th, however, it was being rumoured in Paris that Mon- 
sieur Laval had been informed by the Italian Ambassador, Signor 
Cerruti, that an extension of the embargo on exports to Italy to in- 
clude oil might be expected to have an untoward effect upon Italo- 
French relations ; and it was also being rumoured that under the 
influence of this Italian hint — or threat — ^Monsieur Laval had sug- 
gested to the British Ambassador in Paris that the forthcoming meet- 
ing of the Committee of Eighteen should be postponed from the 29th 
November to some later date unspecified — ^the nominal pretext for 
this request for postponement being that on the 29th it would be 
impossible for Monsieur Laval to put in a personal appearance in 

^ See pp. 242-4, above. 

® It is significant that neither the United Kingdom nor France appeared in 
the list of states members that had given notice, by the 10th December, 1935, 
of their readiness, as far as they were concerned, to put ‘Proposal Ko 4 A* 
into efiect, 

® In messages despatched from Geneva on the 20th November, 1935, the 
correspondent of Le Temps gave the 26th November and the correspondent 
of The Times the 27th November [the word ‘December*, which appears in 
The Times here, is presumably a shp] as the proposed date. 
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Greiieva on account of parliamentary engagements in Paris. These 
rumours appear to have been in accordance with the facts and it 
would also seem tliat Monsieur Laval secui-ed at least the ac(inies- 
cence of the British Goveriiinent in his plan of i)rocrastination. 
Having thus covered his rear, the French Prime Minister now took 
swift isolated action against the Committee of Eighteen. On tlie morn- 
ing of the 25th he put through from Paris a telephone call to Senhor 
de Vasconcellos and begged him to agi*ee to a postponement of the 
committee meeting as a personal faA^our to Monsieur Laval lumself 
(giving the same parliamentary pretext that he had given to the 
British Ambassador in Paris, but not mentioning to Senhor do 
Vasconcellos that he had consulted the British Government or that 
he had been put under pressure by the Italian Government). To 
this request Senhor de Vasconcellos deferred with some reluctance, 
and on the understanding that the delay would bo a matter of not 
more than a few days ; and the change of programme w^as i)romptly 
announced at Geneva in the following communique : 

Monsieur Pierre LavaJ, Pi'esident of the Council of France, has asked 
that the forthcoming meeting of the Committee of Eiglitcen may be 
postponed for a few days because he is anxious to attend the meeting m 
person and finds himself unable to bo at Geneva on the 29th November. 
This request has been taken into consideration by Senhor de Vascon- 
cellos, the chairman of the committee for the co-ordination of the 
measures to be taken on the strength of Article 16 of the Covenant ; 
and Senhor de Vasconcellos has decided to adjourn the session and to 
wait until the 29th November before fixing a new date — which will bo 
an early one — ^for calling the committee together. The delay of several 
days which thus arises wiU be taken advantage of for the holding of iJic 
meeting of the Committee of Experts^ which is due to meet on the 27th 
November and which will now be able to finish its work before the meet- 
ing of the Committee of Eighteen begins. 

Thus Monsieur Laval’s intervention, in Italy’s interest, for the 
obstruction of the proposed oil sanction had been as efEoctive as it 
had been prompt. Yet the alarm and resentment which had been 
excited in Italy did not die down. So far from that, it was announced 
in Eome on the 27th November that, in view of the proposal for an 
oil sanction, the Italian Government — ^notwithstanding the satisfac- 
tory news of the postponement of the date of the forthcoming meeting 
of the Committee of Eighteen — ^had found it advisable to order certain 
troop movements and to cancel certain recently announced permits 

^ For light on the inner history of Monsieur Laval’s intrigues of the 24th- 
25th November 1935, see The MmicheBter Ouardiem of the 26th November, 
1935, and the Journal dee Nations of the same date. 

® See p. 233, above. 
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of tlu’ee months’ leave for men now serving with the colours. The 
reference to troop movements was deliberately couched in general 
terms which left it uncertain whether the threat was to put pressure 
on Great Britain by reinforcing the Italian army on the Libyan 
frontier of Egypt or whether it was to put pressure on France by 
remanning, on the Italian side, the Italo-French frontier along the 
iVlps from which both the Italian and the French Government had 
removed the bulk of their forces since the conclusion of the Pact of 
the 7th January, 1935.^ At the same time there was talk in Rome — 
talk which was no doubt carefully disseminated in order to reach the 
ears of foreign newspaper correspondents — of retaliating for the im- 
position of the oil sanction, supposing that it were eventually to be 
imposed, by making war on the British Empire, and in particular by a 
surprise attackfrom the air upon the Britishfleet in the Mediterranean.^ 
Next to Italy, the country in which the prospects of the oil sanction 
excited the greatest interest at the moment was the United States ; 
and here the news of the postponement was received with a disfavour 
which was to turn into the still stronger reprobation that was evoked 
by Hhe Laval-Hoare Peace Plan’.® 

When the 29th November arrived, Monsieur Laval appears once 
more to have telephoned from Paris to Senhor de Vasconcellos at 
Geneva, and to have asked him to fix, for the next meeting of the 
Committee of Eighteen, a date not earher than the 1 1th December. 
This time Senhor de Vasconcellos appears to have insisted upon 
reserving his reply until he had had time to consult the British Govern- 
ment ; but, finding that the British Government were disposed to 
acquiescence in Monsieur Laval’s suggestion, Senhor de Vasconcellos 
finally accepted the 12th December ; and accordingly the committee 
was convened for that day, and a public announcement was made 
on the 29th November at Geneva to that effect. Much was to happen 
in Paris and London before the appointed day arrived. 

Meanwhile Monsieur Laval received a diplomatic payment on 
^ See the Purvey for 1936^ vol. i, Part I, section (v). 

® The situation in this respect at the turn of November and December was 
described as follows by Sir Samuel Hoare in his speech in the House of Com- 
mons at Westminster on the 19th December: 

About a fortnight ago it was clear that a new situation was about to be 
created by the question of the oil embargo. It seemed clear that, supposing 
an oil embargo were to be imposed and that the non-member states took an 
effective part in it, the oil embargo might have such an effect upon the 
hostilities as to force their termination. Just because of the effectiveness 
of the oil sanction, provided that the non-member states had a full part in 
it, the situation immediately became more dangerous from the point of view 
of Italian resistance. 

® See p. 246, above. 
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account at Italian hands , for in Rome on the 29th November it was 
announced that there had been no movements of Italian troops in 
the direction of the French frontier. On the 30th November, on the 
other hand, the representatives at Geneva of certain states members 
of the Committee of Eighteen, other than France and the United 
Kingdom, were informed verbally by the secretary of the Italian 
delegation at Geneva, Signor Bova Scoppa, that an implementation 
of 'Proposal No. 4 A' would be regarded by the Itahan Government 
as 'an unfriendly act'. 

In Paris, on the 30th November, there was another consultation 
between Monsieur Laval and the Italian Ambassador ; and on this 
occasion Monsieur Laval is reported to have warned Signor Cerruti 
that France might find herself unable, in the last resort, either to 
frustrate or to hold aloof from the imposition of the oil sanction. 
On this ground Monsieur Laval seems to have impressed upon Signor 
Cerruti the expediency — in Italian as well as in French interests — 
of taking advantage of the twelve days' 'breathing-space', which 
Monsieur Laval’s diplomacy had secured, in order to arrange in the 
meantime an East African peace settlement which might bring to 
Signor Mussolini the fulfilment of a considerable part of his war aims. 
If this was what really passed between Monsieur Laval and Signor 
Ceri'uti on the 30th November, their meeting on that occasion saw the 
actual genesis of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan of the 8th December, 
1935. The conception of the plan, however, can be traced back to the 
morrow of the Italian invasion of Abyssinia on the 3rd October — or 
at any rate to the morrow of the finding, on the 7th October, by 
France and the United Kingdom, in agreement with twelve other 
states represented on the Council of the League, that Italy had com- 
mi^tted a breach of the Covenant. 

The ultimate origin of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan is to be found 
in the thesis — ^which Monsieur Laval consistently advocated through- 
out — that to work for a settlement by conciliation remained the duty 
of the League, and therefore the duty of the Governments of all 
states members, after, no less than before, the Italian breach of the 
Covenant had been committed and been certified. The potency of 
this thesis, as a diplomatic wnapon in Monsieur Laval's hands, lay 
in its ambiguity. If it simply meant that a process of discussion and 
negotiation would be a necessary element in bringing about an even- 
tual restoration of peace in East Afirica within the framework of the 
League and on the basis of the Covenant, then Monsieur Laval's 
formula was a not very important truism. Alternatively, however, 
the formula might be interpreted, not as calling for conciliatory 
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diploinatic action in the service of the Covenant, but as drawing a 
distinction between the method of concihation on the one hand and 
the method of action through the Covenant on the other , and if, as 
turned out to be the fact, it was this that Monsieur Laval really did 
mean when it came to the point, then his thesis was as ugly in reality 
as it was attractive in appearance. For to suggest to states members 
of the League a course which was an alternative to the application of 
the Covenant was really to suggest that they should break their 
pledge to act as was prescribed in the Covenant. Since the Covenant 
was a treaty into which aU states members of the League had entered 
of them own free will, after due deliberation, such a suggestion would 
be objectionable in itself and a priori ; but it would become positively 
sinister if the method of conciliation promised to enable a Covenant- 
breaker to profit by his breach of faith in some way which a strict 
and honourable application of the Covenant would rule out. This 
was actually the shape which ‘ conciliation ’ took in the Laval-Hoare 
Peace Plan of the 8th December, 1935 ; but it maybe doubted whether 
Monsieur Laval could have achieved his master-stroke of implicating 
Sir Samuel Hoare in his scheme if the convenient ambiguity of his 
formula had not allowed him to air it in advance, almost ostenta- 
tiously, as something not only harmless but beneficent and even 
morally obligatory. 

It will be convenient to describe first how Monsieur Laval played 
his own hand, and then how, with consummate diplomatic skill, he 
drew Sir Samuel Hoare into an ever closer partnership in a game 
which the British Secretary of State seems never fully to have under- 
stood until he found himself being driven out into the wilderness as 
the scapegoat for a pohey which had been suddenly shown up in its 
true colours by its sensational and shocking denouement. 

As early as the 15th October, 1935, Monsieur Laval was reported^ 
to have laid before the Itahan Ambassador in Paris a suggestion for 
peace terms which already contained the gist of the peace plan of 
the 8th December — ^if it is true that Monsieur Laval proposed on that 
day to Signor Cerruti that Abyssinia should be induced to cede Tigre, 
the Ogaden and even Harrar to Italy in exchange for receiving an 
outlet to the sea at ZeUa (a port which, it may be noted in passing, 
lay in British, and not in French, Somaliland!). It was presumably 
in response to this overture that Monsieur Laval was informed® on 
the 16th October of the tenor of the Italian Government’s minimum 

^ See The Daily Telegraphy 16t]i October, 1935. 

* Statement by Signor Mussolini in the Chamber of Deputies at Rome on 
the 7th December, 1935. 
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demands. On the other hand, on the 23rd October, MonsieiU' Laval 
told the Foreign Affahs Commission of the Fi'ench Chamber that, 
while his pohcy was — side by side with the maintenance of the 
Covenant— to do everything possible with a view to conciliation and 
peace, he held that in any case the solution must be found within the 
framework of the Covenant. On the 24th October a rumour that 
Monsieur Laval, at a meeting with the British Ambassador that day, 
had communicated to him some Italian peace terms which the Italian 
Ambassador had communicated to Monsiem* Laval himself the day 
before, was officially denied by both the British Embassy and the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. But the terms of this ddmenti did 
not exclude the possibility that the rumour might be incorrect in form 
rather than in substance ; and on the 29th October the Paris corre- 
spondent of The Daily Herald reported that a Fraiico-British iiair 
of experts — ^Monsieur de St. Quentin and Mr. Peterson — ^liad ])ro- 
duced in Paris a peace plan which had already been approved by 
Monsieur Laval and had subsequently been forwarded to Sir Samuel 
Hoare with a view to its eventual submission to the League. The 
terms of this plan, as outlined in this message and published in The 
Daily Herald on the 30th October, correspond with those of the plan 
of the 8th December so exactly that the resemblance cannot bo 
explained away. 

There had, indeed, already been indications of at least one current 
in Sir Samuel Hoare ’s policy that was running parallel with the main 
stream of Monsieur Laval’s. 

At Rome, for instance, on the 18th October, after a meeting on 
that day between Signor Mussolini and Sir Eric Drummond, a semi- 
official statement was published to the effect that ‘conversations’ 
were ‘proceeding through the normal diplomatic channels betw(^en 
Paris and Rome and Paris and London. For the moment there ’ was 
‘nothing specific, but the fact that these conversations’ were ‘con- 
tinuing ’ showed ‘that the doors ’ were ‘not closed Sir Samuel Hoaro 
himself, speaking in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 
22nd October, made a speech which, while not proclaiming any 
positive change in the pohcy which the speaker had enunciated at 
Geneva on the 11th September,^ was nevertheless perceptibly dif- 
ferent from his Geneva speech both in emphasis and in tone. The 
tone was criticized by Sir Herbert Samuel for not being sufficiently 
robust ; and the emphasis was placed, more Lavaliano, upon the hope 
of a settlement by negotiation before the pending sanctions would 
have time to come into effect, rather than upon a determination to 
^ See pp. 183 above. 
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frustrate the act of aggi'ession by the imposition of whatever sanctions 
might be required in order to produce that result. 

Bis ]Vrajesty\s Government made it clear from the start that they were 
ready to perform their full duties as a member of the League, but that 
t hey will take no isolated action whatever, and, as Monsieur Laval has 
recognized in his recent speech at Clermont-Ferrand, w'e have never 
e\"en proposed to the French Government the consideration of any 
military measures. . . There is still a breathing-space before this 
economic pressure can be apphed. Can it be used for another attempt 
at . .a settlement ? Italy is still a member of the League. I welcome 
that fact. Cannot tins eleventh hour be so used as to make it unnecessary 
for us to proceed further along the unattractive road of economic action 
against a fcUow member, an old friend, and a former ally ? 

Another point in this speech of Sir Samuel Hoare’s was taken up 
on the 24th October, m the House of Lords, by Lord Cecil, who com- 
mented, with some surprise, upon the Foreign Secretary’s assertion 
‘that no change had taken place in the foreign policy of the country 
since the beginning of the year Lord Cecil expressed his own dissent 
from Sir Samuel Hoare’s view. 

He could not doubt that there had been a great change. How other- 
wise could the reception of Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech at Geneva be 
accounted for It had been greeted everywhere as a new departure — 
a new statement showing that Great Britain was again taking her rightful 
place in the leadership of the World. 

There was a note of anxiety in Lord Cecil’s speech ; and indeed by 
this time there was a widespread uneasiness in Great Britain lest Mr. 
Baldwin’s Government might be intending — ^when once they had 
secured the expected renewal of their mandate from the electorate at 
the polls on the 14th November — ^to relax or even to abandon that 
support of the Covenant to which Sir Samuel Hoare at Geneva had 
committed his colleagues in London (presumably with their previous 
consent) on the 11th September, and which Ministers had since then 
taken as the principal plank for their electioneering platform. In a 
speech which he made to his constituents in Chelsea on the 30th 
October — ^the day before paying his next visit to Geneva in order to 
attend the second session of the Co-ordination Committee — Sir 
Samuel Hoare alluded to some of the pubUo expressions of these 
misgivings and contended that they were not being put forward in 
good faith. 

I wanted to take the opportunity that is always offered by these im- 
portant meetings of the League to have a talk with Monsieur Laval, 
the IVench Prime Minister, and some of the other prominent Ministers 
of the member states. What could be more natural and simple than 
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these facts ? Yet our opponents are trying to make ignorant people 
beheve that there is some disreputable intrigue behind this visit and 
that it means some sinister change of policy. As to the change of policy, 
let them once and for all get it out of their heads that there has ever 
been a change of policy in the British attitude towards tlio xAbyssinian 
controversy or that there will be a change of policy Our ])olK‘y has 
always been perfectly simple — ^namely, loyalty to the League and readi- 
ness to help with any honourable settlement of the dispute that is 
acceptable to the three parties concerned — ^the League, Italy and 
Abyssima. That has always been our policy. It always vill lie our 
pohey, and it is the policy that I shall support at Geneva. In tlic mean- 
while, let us pay no attention to these whispers and innuendoes. Lot- 
us take them at their real \vorth. They are electioneering, piu-e and 
simple, and nothing more. ... I have spoken in Chelsea about the ridicu- 
lous air of mystery that some of these crit.ics are creating about- the 
peace talks Of course, what they wish is that the electors should be 
induced to believe that w^e arc trying to side-track the League and do a 
disreputable deal wnlh Italy behind its back I have already said tliat 
there is no foundation whatever for this malicious suspicion. There is 
nothing to conceal about wdiat has been happemng, nor is there any- 
thing suspicious about it. It is common property that several Govern- 
ments have recently been considering the possibihties of a peaceful 
settlement, and that the British and the French Governments in jiarti- 
cular have been exchanging their view’s as to what might form the basis 
of a future negotiation. In order that wc should fuUy understand each 
other’s views, the head of the Abyssinian Department at the Foreign 
Office has been in Paris discussing a number of complicated details with 
the officials of the French Foreign Office. For the time being w’o are 
engaged in this exchange of views. Nothing has yet emerged, anfl if 
anythmg definite does emerge W’e shall, of course, take the earliest 
opportunity to report to the League. If eventually a settlement is 
proved to be possible, that settlement would, as I have already stated 
over and over again, be within the framework of the League and w’ould 
have to be satisfactory to the three parties concerned — the League, 
Italy and Abyssinia. That is the whole story. 

There seems, however, to have been one material point in the 
story, up to date, which was not mentioned in this speech (and 
indeed hardly could have been made public with propriety at this 
stage). Before the end of October, Sir Samuel Hoare had sent a long 
despatch to the British Minister at Addis Ababa, Sir Sidney Barton, 
instructing him to press upon the Emperor Haile Selassie the advisa- 
bility of his consenting to start peace negotiations for a settlement 
by compromise. Sir Samuel Hoare had been moved to take this step 
by a belief that Abyssinia’s mihtary prospects were even darker than 
they appeared to be to obervers without 'inside knowledge’. The 
Emperor, however, proved unwilling to follow the advice of the 
British Secretary of State. These undivulged facts in the story, as 
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far as it had unfolded itself by the 30th October, throw light upon a 
sequel which could not be fitted, even on the most charitable inter- 
pretation, into Sir Samuel Hoare’s reassuring version of the plot. 

On the 1st November Sir Samuel Hoare duly arrived at Geneva ; 
Baron Aloisi arrived on the same day ; and each of them in turn went 
into consultation with Monsieur Laval- Baron Aloisi appears simply 
to have told Monsieur Laval that Italy was unwilling to accept the 
settlement proposed by the Committee of Five and Monsieur Laval 
appears to have induced Sir Samuel Hoare to abet him in instigating 
the Belgian delegate, Monsieur van Zeeland, to throw out, at this 
session of the Co-ordination Committee, a suggestion which would 
have the effect of transferring the task of 'conciliation' from the 
Council^ to a smaller number of perhaps more pliant hands. 

At the meeting of the Co-ordination Committee on the 2nd Novem- 
ber, after the adoption of the resolution® recommending the 18th 
November as the date for putting into force the sanctions already 
agreed upon, a general discussion was opened by Monsiexu Laval, 
Sir Samuel Hoare and Monsieur van Zeeland — speaking, in succession, 
on hnes which must have been previously arranged between them. 

Monsieur Laval's part was to change the subject from the applica- 
tion of sanctions to the prosecution of conciliation; 

We have all — and I should like to emphasize this point on the very 
day on which we are taking an important decision — another duty to 
fuMl, one that is dictated by the spirit of the Covenant. We must 
endeavour to seek, as speedily as possible, for an amicable settlement 
of the dispute. The French Government and the United Kingdom 
Government are agreed that their co-operation shall be exerted also m 
this sphere. This duty is particularly imperative for Prance, which, on 
the 7th January last, signed a treaty of friendship with Italy. I shall 
therefore stubbornly pursue my attempts — ^from which nothing will 
deter me — to seek for elements that might serve as a basis for negotia- 
tions. It is thus that I have initiated conversations — ^without the 
slightest intention, however, of putting the results into final shape out- 
side the League. It is only within the framework of the League that 
proposals can be examined and decisions reached. 

Sir Samuel Hoare spoke second in support of Monsieur Laval; 

I have listened with great sympathy and full approval to the words 
uttered by Monsieur Laval. He has accurately expressed what is in the 

^ See pp, 193-7, above. 

^ The Committee of Five had been appointed by the Council, and the mandate 
which it had received had presumably expired when it reported to the Council, 
on the 24th September, that it had found itself unable to carry out the mission 
which the Council had entrusted to it (see p, 197, above). Therewith, theinitia- 
tive in the matter of conciliation had reverted to the Council itself. 

* See p, 232, above. 
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far as it liad unfolded itself by the 30th October, throw light upon a 
sequel which could not be fitted, even on the most charitable inter- 
pretation, into Sir Samuel Hoare’s reassuring version of the plot. 

On the 1st November Sir Samuel Hoare duly arrived at Geneva ; 
Baron Aloisi arrived on the same day ; and each of them in turn went 
into consultation with Monsieur Laval. Baron Aloisi appears simply 
to have told Monsieur Laval that Italy was unwilling to accept the 
settlement proposed by the Committee of Five and Monsieur Laval 
appears to have induced Sir Samuel Hoare to abet him in instigating 
the Belgian delegate, Monsieur van Zeeland, to throw out, at this 
session of the Co-ordination Committee, a suggestion which would 
have the effect of transferring the task of ‘conciliation’ from the 
Council^ to a smaller number of perhaps more pliant hands. 

At the meeting of the Co-ordination Committee on the 2nd Novem- 
ber, after the adoption of the resolution® recommending the 18th 
November as the date for putting into force the sanctions already 
agreed upon, a general discussion was opened by Monsieur Laval, 
Sir Samuel Hoare and Monsieur van Zeeland — speaking, in succession, 
on lines which must have been previously arranged between them. 

Monsieur LavaFs part was to change the subject from the applica- 
tion of sanctions to the prosecution of conciliation : 

We have all — and I should hke to emphasize this point on the very 
day on which we are taking an important decision — another duty to 
fulfil, one that is dictated by the spirit of the Covenant. We must 
endeavour to seek, as speedily as possible, for an amicable settlement 
of the dispute. The Ftench Government and the United Kingdom 
Government are agreed that their co-operation shall be exerted also in 
this sphere. This duty is particularly imperative for France, which, on 
the 7th January last, signed a treaty of friendship with Italy. I shall 
therefore stubbornly pursue my attempts — ^from which nothmg will 
deter me — to seek for elements that might serve as a basis for negotia- 
tions. It is thus that I have mitiated conversations — ^without the 
slightest intention, however, of putting the results into final shape out- 
side the League. It is only within the framework of the League that 
proposals can be examined and decisions reached. 

Sir Samuel Hoare spoke second in support of Monsieur Laval: 

I have Hstened with great sjnnpathy and full approval to the words 
uttered by Monsieur Laval. He has accurately expressed what is in the 

^ See pp. 193-7, above. 

® The Committee of Five had been appointed by the Council, and the mandate 
which it had received had presumably expired when it reported to the Council, 
on the 24th September, that it had found itself tmable to carry out the mission 
which the Council had entrusted to it (see p. 197, above). Therewith, the initia- 
tive in the matter of conciliation had reverted to the Council itself. 

® See p. 232, above. 
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minds of aU of us. On the one hand, as loyal members of the League, we 
feel it our bounden duty to carry out our obhgations and to luuleriako 
the duty imposed upon us by the Covenant On the other hand, ve are 
under a no less insistent obhgatioii to strive for a speedy and honourable 
settlement of the controversy. It is common talk that, during i he last, 
few days, there have been conversations taking place between Home, 
Pans and London on the possibilities of such a settlement. IdieiH' is 
nothmg mysterious or sinister about these discussions It is the tluty 
of all of us to explore the road of peace This is wdiat we havc‘ been 
doing and this is what we shall continue to do Up to the iirestmt. the 
conversations have been nothing more than an exchange of tiuitativi' 
suggestions. They have had, as yet, no positn^e outcome. Then" is 
therefore nothing to report. If and when those suggestions t-u.ke a more 
definite form, we shall take the earhest opportunity to bring t hem before 
the Council in the most appropriate manner. Nothing is lurt lier from our 
minds than to make and conclude an agreement behind tlie ba(‘k of the 
League. Nothing is further from our minds than to make an agreement 
that is not acceptable to all three parties to the eontro\Trsy For let. us 
not forget that there are three parties in the controversy — the League", 
Ethiopia and Italy, 

Thereupon Monsieur van Zeeland, after an exordium in ])raisc of 
the two previous speakers, made haste to say his transparently 
appointed lines: 

In the circumstances, does it not seem right that efforts towards con- 
cihation should, from this moment, be placed under the auspii*("s and 
within the framework of the League itself? yince the respoTisi))lo leaders 
of two great countries have already devoted a largo j)art of tluur time 
and their talents to this task, why should the League not entrust to them 
the mission of seeking, under its auspices and control and in the s])irit. 
of the Covenant, the elements of a solution which tlu? three" jiart.it's at. 
issue — the League, Italy, and Ethiopia — might find it possible to accept ? 
If this suggestion were to meet with the approval of the rnembors of 
this assembly, I think that the moral position of tlio League would 
be still further strengthened and that the chances of peace would bo 
increased. 

In the minutes of the Co-ordination Committee it was recorded 
that 'the Committee took note of the desire expressed by the Belgian 
delegate k On the mind of Sir Samuel Hoar© a more positive result 
was imprinted. 'This proposal', he telegraphed from Gcticva to 
London on the 2nd November itself, 'was warmly supported by most 
of the other speakers and opposed by none. It was clear that it 
represented the imanimous sense of the meeting.'^ On the lips of the 
diplomatists and in the despatches of the newspaper correspondents, 
it was asserted that the Co-ordination Committee had given the 

^ Telegram printed in British Whit© Paper Ethiopia iV'a* 1 [Omd. 6044] of 
1935, p. 13. 
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Ercnch. and British Governments moral mandate’^ to go on doing 
what (as Monsieur van Zeeland himself observed) they had been 
doing ah‘eady on their own account. The meaning of this new phrase 
in the diplomatic vocabulary was obscure. In calling the alleged 
mandate ‘ moral \ were the phrase-makers tacitly avowing that it was 
deficient in mere legal vahdity ? This was perhaps the truth, since 
the Co-ordination Co mmi ttee, by which this moral act was declared 
to have been performed, was merely an ad hoc association of the 
sanction-taking states for the purpose of making uniform recom- 
mendations to the respective Governments in regard to the applica- 
tion of the sanctions which each Government, severally, was pledged, 
under the Covenant, to impose. The Co-ordination Committee had 
no legal warrant for assuming the functions of the Assembly, and 
a fortiori none for assuming those of the Council, whose functions — 
previously delegated to a Committee of Five — ^were now to be trans- 
ferred to a Conspiracy of Two. 

These transactions of the 2nd November at Geneva were referred 
to by Sir Samuel Hoare on the 4th in Chelsea, where, in the course of 
the election campaign, the Foreign Secretary was then once again 
addressing his constituents and belabouring his critics : 

Although our policy is simple and straightforward to the utmost 
degree, it is travestied by these defamers mto a pohcy of dishonesty and 
intrigue. ‘ The Government are fightmg this election on a pohcy of peace 
and loyalty to the League,’ say these critics, 'yet they are letting down 
the League now and they intend to let it down more m the future, and 
they are going to build up great armaments for war instead of peace.’ 
... To show how simple things can be travestied and misrepresented, I 
will give you in a few sentences an account of my visit to Geneva, and 
you will then see how malicious and groundless are these spiteful sugges- 
tions. . , . Between forty and fifty states agreed upon a common line 
of action and showed thereby that they were ready to make considerable 
sacrifices in the cause of collective peace. Secondly, they showed without 
a dissenting voice that they had none of the unnatural suspicions that 
lurk m the minds of people like Mr. Lloyd George, Lord Snowden, and 
the Labour leaders, and that they fuUy approved of the eSorts that the 
French and British Governments are making to find an honourable 
settlement of the controversy. . . . This is a complete, sufficient, and 
final answer to the electioneering partisans who declare that we are 
undermining the League to-day and are determined to destroy it to- 
morrow. 

^ In retrospect, this was explicitly disclaimed by Monsieur Laval in his 
speech of the 28th December, 1935, in the French Chamber, when he declared 
that the Laval-Hoare Plan had been drafted on the authority, ‘not of a 
mandate — ^for we never received any mandate — ^but of the encouragement 
given to us, at Monsieur van Zeeland’s suggestion, by the conference of 54 
states’. 
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Thereafter, on the 21st November, 1935, after the General Election 
held in the United Kingdom on the 14th had duly resulted in the 
return of Mi\ Baldwin and his colleagues to office, Mr. Peterson, 
the head of the Abyssinian Department of the Foreign Office in 
Whitehall, returned to Paris to resume his discussions with his Fjxmch 
counterpart. Monsieur de St. Quentin. With their map of the Ethio- 
pian wilderness spread out before them, the two experts now prei)ared 
the way of their ministerial lords and masters — filhng the Danaldl 
valleys, bringing low the Tigrean mountains and hills, adroitly making 
the rough ways of Somahland smooth for camels, but perha])S not 
quite succeeding in making the crooked straight for Secretaries of 
State and Presidents of Council — ^until, on the 3rd December, it was 
possible to announce that these faithful forerunners had done their 
work so well that the ground was now ready for the principals to 
carry out the 'moral mandate ’ which had been tendered to Monsieur 
Laval and to Sir Samuel Hoare by Monsieur van Zeeland It was 
simultaneously announced that Sir Samuel Hoare was to meet Mon- 
sieur Laval in Paris on the 7th ; and in the meantime, on the 4th and 
on the 7th itself, Monsieur Laval had time for two more inteiTi(*ws 
with the Italian Ambassador before the British Secretary of State’s 
momentous appointment with the French Prime Minister was duly 
kept. 

On the 4th December a substantially correct outline of the now 
almost adult peace plan was telegraphed by a journalist from London 
to New York.^ 

On the 5th December, in a parting speech in the House of Commons 
at Westminster, Sir Samuel Hoare took credit for having 

consistently and steadily followed the double hne that has time after 
time been approved by the League and by this House. On the one liand 
we have taken our full part in the collective action under the Covenant, 
and on the other hand we have continued our efforts for a peaceful 
settlement. 

Eeferring once again to the proceedings at the meeting of the Co- 
ordination Committee on the 2nd November, the Foreign Secretary 
claimed that the other delegates 

gave a particular blessing to the efforts that France and we were making 
to find the basis of a peaceful settlement. Nob a suggestion was made 
that France and we were going behind the back of the League. Indeed 
it was obvious to any one who was present at the meeting that the other 
states were most anxious that we should continue to take on their 
behalf this initiative for peace. 

^ See the despatch of the 4th December from ‘Augur’ in The New York 
Times, 5th December, 1935, 
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The orator ventured to add : 

I state these facts once again lest any one should be so foolish as to 
harbour suspicions that the French and ourselves were attempting to 
side-track the League and to impose upon the World a settlement that 
could not be accepted by the three parties to the dispute. 

On the 6th December an account of the St. Quentin-Peterson 
Peace Plan — ^which, two days later, was to be turned into the Laval- 
Hqare Peace Plan — ^was published in The Manchester Guardian ; and 
it was there stated that, in the suggestions which the two experts 
were now to lay before their principals, there was one point on which 
their views did not coincide. While they were agreed, among other 
things, upon recommending the assignment, for exploitation by Italy, 
of a considerable sKce of Ethiopian territory in the south and were 
also agreed that this zone should extend as far northward as the 8th 
degree of latitude north of the Equator, Mr. Peterson wished to set 
the western boundary of the zone at the 40th degree of longitude 
east of Greenwich, whereas Monsieur de St. Quentin wished to set it 
at the 38th degree. At Rome, on the 6th December, MM. Peterson and 
St. Quentin’s work in Paris was referred to by Signor Mussohm in a 
speech, delivered in the Chamber of Deputies, in which he also dealt 
with sanctions and with Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech iu the House of 
Commons at Westminster on the previous day. 

With regard to this. Signor Mussolini made play with Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s assertion that the British Government were ^most anxious 
to see a strong Italy governed by a strong Government in whatever 
form the Italian people’ might 'desire’. 

There cannot [Signor Mussolini retorted] be an Italy who is strong in 
Europe, as Sir Samuel Hoare desires and as we want for our part, with- 
out a solution of the problem of the entire security of Italy’s colonies 
in East Africa. Italy cannot be strong if she cannot find scope, in back- 
ward territories, for those capacities of hers for expansion, population 
and civilization which Hoare himself has clearly recognized in an earher 
speech.^ 

With regard to sanctions. Signor Mussolini said: 

It will suffice to declare and repeat, once for all, that the 365th day 
of the siege will find us still in possession of the same will, the same 
courage, the same determination as the first day of all. There is no siege 
that can bend us, and no coalition, however numerous, that can realize 
the illusory hope of making us abandon our objectives. . . . The subject 
on the agenda for the 12th December — ^I mean the embargo on oil — 
is calculated to prejudice the development of the situation gravely. 

^ Signor Mussolini was referring to Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech in the House 
of Commons on the 11th July, 1935. 
n TT 
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With regard to Monsienr de St. Quentin and Mr. Peterson s hicu- 
brations, Signor Mussolini said: 

During these last hours there are symptoms of a sliglit improvc^neat 
in the atmosphere and perhaps of some mitigation of certain contem- 
plated steps ; but it is my duty to put you on your guard against, any 
premature and excessive optimism. Contacts between two experts do 
not signify negotiations, and not even necessarily the possibility of t liem ; 
and, even if negotiations do begin, there is no guarantee that they will 
arrive at results which vnll be either prompt or happy. 

With regard to the speed at which things were to move, Signor 
Mussolini’s caution turned out to be excessive ; for, within two days 
of the delivery of this warning in Rome, the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan 
had been agreed upon in Paris. 

These were the antecedents of Sir Samuel Hoare’s journey to Paris 
from London on the 7th December, 1935. In order to make the sequel 
intelligible, account must betaken of both the state of his information 
and the state ofhis health at this point. By this time. Sir Samuel Hoaro 
was convinced that Abyssinia was doomed to utter military defeat un- 
less the disaster could be averted by a peace offer wdiicli would be so 
attractive to Signor MussoHni as to incline him to close with it rather 
than take the risk — such as it might be — of fighting to a finish in 
order to secure a totalitarian triumph. Sir Samuel Hoaro ’s opinion 
was based on three grounds : first, the excellence of the Italian staff- 
work and organization behind the front; second, the professional 
reputation of Marshal Badoglio and, third, the failure of Abyssinia 
to obtain adequate supplies of munitions from abroad, even after 
the removal of the embargo on the part of all but two of the sanction- 
taking states members of the League.^ In regard to the state of Sir 
Samuel Hoare’s health, it must be mentioned that his appointment 
with Monsieur Laval for the 7th December had been an afterthought ; 

^ Marshal BadogHo’s brains were at work, from the beginning, on the 
Italian plan of campaign, though the Marshal did not take over the command 
in East Africa from General de Bono till the 28th November (see p. 380, 
below) ; and Sir Samuel Hoare knew that, in the opinion of the French General 
Staff, Badoglio was the best soldier alive in Europe. 

^ For the circumstances of the removal of the previous embargo on the 
export of arms to Abyssinia, see pp. 223-4, above. Thereafter, the United 
Kingdom Government appear to have given private British armament firms 
every encouragement to do business with the Ethiopian Government. Tlie 
armament manufacturers held back, however, because they wore sceptical 
about the likelihood of their obtaining payment ; and, in the event, the amount 
of the war materials that found their way into Abyssinia via Berbera was 
negligible (see ako p. 380, footnote 2, below). These facts throw a painful light 
upon the Abyssinian Government’s repeated requests for a League loan, and 
upon the rejection of these requests by the applicant’s fellow states members 
(see pp. 329, 344, below). 
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that the destination of his journey was not Paris at aU, but a health 
resort in Switzerland, where he had arranged to take a holiday ; and 
that he had not originally intended even to break his journey in Paris, 
and still less to transact any business there en route. 

This intended holiday was long overdue ; for the rapid accentuation 
of the Italo-Abyssinian crisis during the summer had cheated the 
then newly appointed Foreign Secretary of the summer holiday which 
he had expected, and needed, after his acceptance of the Foreign 
Secretaryship on the 7th June. The truth was that Sir Samuel Hoare 
— after four strenuous months of piloting the Government of India 
BiU through its long and stormy passage — ^had already become a sick 
man by the time when Mr. Baldwin proposed, and he himself agreed, 
that he should exchange the burden of the India Office for one that 
was even heavier. In falling in with this proposal Sir Samuel Hoare 
proved to have undertaken something beyond the limit of what his 
state of health would allow him to perform ; and no doubt this was 
the original and cardinal error of judgment, on his part and on Mr. 
Baldwin’s, to which the fiasco of the 7th-8th December, 1935, was 
ultimately due. This error was repeated on a minor scale when, again 
at Mr. Baldwin’s request. Sir Samuel Hoare consented to walk into 
the Parisian spider’s parlour for an hour or two on his way to the Alps 
but though this final addition to his labours was the last straw which 
broke Sir Samuel’s back, it was merely the immediate occasion of his 
break-down, and not the ultimate cause. 

Having agreed once in London to interrupt his time-table in order 
to please Mx. Baldwin, Sir Samuel Hoare was induced after his arrival 
in Paris to prolong the break in order to please Monsieur Laval. ' Sir 
Samuel Hoare had his first meeting with Monsieur Laval at 5.30 p.m.’ 
on the 7th December, ^almost immediately after his arrival. With 
him were Sir Robert Vansittart, Permanent Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Sir George Clerk, the British Ambassador, 
and Mr. Peterson, Monsieur Laval was assisted by Monsieur Alexis 
L6ger, Secretaire-General of the Quai d’Orsay, Monsieur Rochat, his 
chef-de-cabinet, and Monsieur de St. Quentin. Both Monsieur Laval 
and Sir Samuel had previously received despatches from the respec- 
tive Ambassadors in Rome, and Monsieur Laval had seen Signor 
Cerruti, the Italian Ambassador, earlier in the day. Furthermore, a 
report of Signor Mussolini’s speech in the Italian Chamber had arrived 
before the meeting began. The discussions lasted for close on two 

^ ‘I was pressed on all sides to go, and I was pressed in such a way as to 
make refus^ impossible.’ — Sir Samuel Hoare in the House of Commons at 
Westminster on the 19th December, 1936. 
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and a half hours. They were followed by an official statement record- 
ing a complete agreement between the two countries to pursue a 
policy of ''close collaboration”. Having . . . reached agreement on 
this point, both statesmen decided to waste no time in putting tlie 
theory of collaboration into practice. Sir Samuel, putting the impor- 
tance of the occasion before considerations of personal health, there- 
fore decided to put off his departure for twenty -four hours — ^an act 
of abnegation which . . . earned him the warmest praise from the 
French press. The two statesmen, again accompanied by their advisers , 
resumed their discussion at 10.15" on the morning of the 8th, 'and, 
with a brief interval for luncheon, which they had together at the 
Quai d’Orsay, worked until about 6.30 that evening — The conversa- 
tions, both in scope and in depth, were unusually thorough.'^ The 
aU-day meeting on the 8th was a consequence of the outcome oi' the 
encounter on the 7th. On the 7th Monsieur Laval had at once turned 
his heavy artiQery upon his English visitor and had bombarded him 
into an unconditional surrender. On the 8th Sir Samuel Hoare was 
already doing hard labour under duress for the French host who — 
in defiance of the laws of hospitality — ^had made his English visitor 
the captive of his bow and spear. 

Monsieur Laval’s opening shot on the 7th seems to have been an 
abrupt announcement that, at the interview which ho had had earlier 
in the day — ^before Sir Samuel Hoare’s arrival in Paris — with tho 
Italian Ambassador,^ Signor Cerruti had intimated to him that, if on 
the 12th December the Committee of Eighteen were to recommend 
the imposition of the oil sanction, Signor Mussolini would retort by 
launching an attack on the British Fleet in the Mediterranean. His 
second shot seems to have been a warning that as long a time as a 
fortnight might elapse, after the outbreak of hostilities, before tho 
French Fleet would be ready to implement Monsieur Laval’s pledge 
of the 18th October® that, if the contmgency now in question were 
to arise, France would come to Great Britam’s assistance with 
her armed forces ; and he is reported also to have reminded^ Sir 

^ TJie Times, 9tli December, 1935. ^ Soo p. 291, above. 

® See p. 267, footnote 2, above, for tho British Government’s belief that the 
order of magnitude of the time-lag would be very much greater than that — 
in fact, not a fortnight but an aeon. 

^ ‘Reminded’ is presumably the right word, rather than ‘informed*; for 
whatever Monsieur Laval may have said to Sir Samuel Hoare in Paris on the 
7th December about the technical aspect of Franco -British naval co-operabion 
in the event of an Italian attack, it can hardly have been news to the British 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, who must have been informed of the 
results of the conversations between French and British naval experts which 
had already been held in London and which had been opened as early as the 
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Samuel Hoare that the French naval ports and dockyards in the 
Mediterranean had not the capacity for harbouring the largest of the 
British Navy’s capital ships. These two shots seem to have gone home 
with such effect as to spare Monsieur Laval the necessity of unmask- 
ing two other batteries which he still had in reserve. Apparently he 
did not have to tell Sir Samuel Hoare in so many words that, if the 
British delegate at Geneva on the 12th did propose the imposition of 
the oil sanction, the French delegate would vote against the resolu- 
tion ; and, a fortiori, he did not have to tell him that, if Great Britam 
then proceeded to impose the oil sanction on her own account (as she 
was undoubtedly entitled to do^ under Article 16 of the Covenant) 
without French assent or participation, France would withhold her 
armed support from Great Britain (as she would perhaps have been 
entitled in these circumstances to withhold it, according to the terms 
of Monsieur Laval’s pledge on the 18th October, though not accord- 
ing to the terms of the Covenant) if such British action were answered, 
on Italy’s part, by an armed attack on the British Fleet*^ Without 
these further salvos, the Frenchman’s first two shots had been enough 
to make the British statesman strike his flag.^ 

30tli October (see p. 266, above). Points such as those raised by Monsieur Laval 
on the 7th December must have been exactly the sort of thing that the experts 
had discussed, so that it is not easy to see how Monsieur Laval can have had 
any unpleasant surprises up his sleeve, to spring upon Sir Samuel Hoaro, in 
tins matter of naval techmque. 

^ The individual right of every state member of the League of Nations 
to decide for its own part, after the 12th December, to apply the oil sanction, 
was imiilicit in the fact that the oil sanction was merely one, already belated, 
mstalment of the pledge, contained in Article 1 6 of the Covenant, immediately 
to break olf all economic relations with a Covenant -breaking state upon find- 
ing that a breach of the Covenant had been committed. The British — and 
likewise the French — Government had found Italy guilty of a breach of the 
Covenant when they gave their vote in that sense at the meeting of the League 
Council on the 7th October, 1936 (see p. 206, above). 

® So far from tliis, Monsieur Laval, according to his own account, given m 
the Chamber in Pans on the 27th December, 1935, actually confirmed to Sir 
Samuel Hoare, at the meeting of the 7th-8th December, the French pledge of 
the 18th October. 

® The considerations which moved Sir Samuel Hoare to capitulate on th^ 
occasion were afterwards put on record by the ci-devant Foreign Secretary in 
the following terms in his apologia of the 19th December, 1935, in the House 
of Commons at Westminster: 

It was in an atmosphere of threatened war that the conversations began, 
and it was in an atmosphere m which the majority of the member states — 
indeed I would say the totality of the member states — appeared to be 
opposed to military action. It was a moment of great urgency. Within five 
days the question of the oil embargo was to come up at Geneva, and I did not 
feel mysdf justified in proposing any postponement of the embargo, unless 
it could be shown to the League that negotiations had actually started. It 
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The rapidity and case with which this diplomatic victory of the 
7th December had been won must have been welcomed by Monsieur 
Laval with a discreet sigh of relief ; for the two missiles which he liad 
discharged — the Italian threat to attack the British Elect and the 
French warning of a possible delay on the French side in coming to 
Great Britain's assistance — were both of them such as could, if neces- 
sary, be exhibited in public without much embarrassment to France, 
whereas it would have been extremely embarrassing for her if Mon- 
sieur Laval had placed Sir Samuel Hoare in a position to tell the 
World that his French colleague had sought to put diplomatic pres- 
sure upon him by a threat that France would desert Great Britain if 
the latter Power persisted in cairying out obligations under the 
Covenant to which both Powers were equally pledged. Such an ex- 
posure would have shown Fi’ance up in such an invidious light that 
it is dif&cult to understand why Sir Samuel Hoare did not insist on 
drawing the rest of Monsieur Laval’s fire and thereby unmasking 
French batteries which were mounted with weapons abhorrent to the 
usages of polite diplomatic warfare. It lay in Sir Samuel Hoaro’s 
power to confront Monsieur Laval with two successive disagreeable 
choices : first, the choice between participating in the imxjositiou of the 
oil sanction or else openly voting against it at Geneva on the 12th 
December ; and, second, the choice between fulfilling liis covenanted 
obligation to come to the armed assistance of Great Britain if Italy 
attacked her for implementing Article 16 of the Covenant, or else 
openly notifying Signor Mussolini in advance that, if he now attacked 
the British Fleet, he need no longer have any fear of bringing Franco 
into the lists on Great Britain’s side. Monsieur Laval’s previous con- 
duct suggests that, if he had been confronted with these choices, he 
would have flinched firom openly repudiating the Covenant and openly 
breab’ng with Great Britain, and would have chosen, as the less un- 
pleasant alternative of the two, to go on collaborating with Groat 
Britain — ^in continuation of the course which, however reluctantly, 
he had actually been taking so far — in applying the Covenant against 
Italy, even if this meant that France must take her part in giving a 
new, and sharper, twist to the sanctions screw. As it turned out, 
however, Sir Samuel Hoare inexplicably forbore to pursue the tactics 

was a moment when, while most member states had taken a part in the 
economic sanctions, no member state except ourselves !had taken any 
military precautions. Lastly, it was a moment when it seemed to me that 
Anglo-French co-operation was essential if there was to be no broach at 
Geneva and if the sanctions when functioning were not to be destroyed. 
For two days Monsieur Laval and I discussed the basis of a possible 
negotiation. 
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which would thus, in all probability, have compelled his French 
diplomatic adversary to cease fire and to come to heel. At the second 
shot he capitulated — and this so abjectly that, so far from forcing 
Monsieur Laval to show his disreputable hand, Sir Samuel Hoare 
prolonged his own stay in Paris for another twenty -four hours in 
order to collaborate with his conqueror in working out a plan which 
— ^if successfully put into operation — ^would enable Monsieur Laval to 
gather in the harvest of his victory over Sir Samuel Hoare without 
ever being compelled to reveal in public the odious r61e which, in 
the name of France, he was playing behind the scenes. 

At their second meeting — ^the aU-day meeting on the 8th December 
— ^the French and British statesmen took the St. Quentin— Peterson 
Plan and turned it into the Laval— Hoare Plan, not by striking a 
compromise between the respective proposals of the French and the 
British expert, but by revising it on terms which, while introducing 
one new feature that was to Abyssinia’s advantage, were neverthe- 
less, on the balance, still more indulgent to Italian appetites than 
the utmost length to which Monsieur de St. Quentin himself had 
ventured to go. The plan, as the experts had drafted it, was already 
a proposal for awarding the Covenant-breaker a bonus on account 
of his breach of his covenanted word. As the statesmen now im- 
proved upon their subordinates’ work, the bonus was enlarged to 
a size at which Monsieur Laval believed — and in this matter he 
had every opportunity of being well informed — ^that the bribe would 
be acceptable to Signor Mussolini. 

The plan, as it thus emerged from the hands of MM. Laval and 
Hoare at the end of their meeting on the 8th December, consisted of 
two parts : first, a proposal for cutting three slices ofi the extremities 
of the Ethiopian Empire and giving these to Italy outright ; and, 
second, a proposal for cutting off an additional slice — much larger 
than all the others put together — and giving this, too, to Italy in fact 
though not in form.^ Both proposals were given euphemistic cross- 
headings. The first was diplomatically entitled 'Exchange of Terri- 
tories’, the second 'Zone of Economic Expansion and Settlement’. 
The text of the first proposal in the plan ran as follows : 

(a) Tigre . — Cession to Italy of eastern Tigre approximately limited 
on the south by the River Gheva and on the west by a fine running from 
north to south passing between Axum (on the Ethiopian side) and 
Adowa (on the Italian side).^ 

^ The French had originally proposed that, after certain Abyssinian terri- 
tories had been given to Italy outright in full sovereignty, the whole of the rest 
of Abyssinia should also be given her to administer under a mandate. 

^ The French had originsdly proposed that the whole of Tigre should be 
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(6) Rectification of Frontiers betiveen the Da>iakil Country and Eritrea 
leaving to the south of the boundary line Aussa and the extent of 
Eritrean territory necessary to give Ethiopia an outlet to the sea to be 
defined below. 

(c) Rectification of Frontiers between iJie Ogaden and Italian Etmahland 
— Starting from the trijunetion point between the frontiers of Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Italian Somabland the new Italo-Ethiopian frontier would 
follow a general north-easterly direction cutting the Oueb Shebeli atr 
Iddidolo, leaving Gorahei to the east, Warandab to the west and meeting 
the frontier of British Somaliland where it intersects the 45t]i meridian. 

The rights of the tribes of British Somabland to the use of grazing 
areas and wells situated in the territories granted to Italy by this d(v 
limitation should be guaranteed. 

[d) Ethiopia will receive an outlet to the sea with full sovereign 
rights It seems that this outlet should be formed prcierably by tlu^ 
cession, to w^hich Italy would agree, of the port of Assab and of a stri)) 
of territory giving access to this port along the frontier of Fremii 
Somaliland. 

The United Kingdom and French Governments will endeavour to 
obtain from the Ethiopian Government guarantees for the fulfilment 
of the obligations which devolve upon them regarding slavery and arms 
traffic in the territories acquired by them.^ 

It may be observed that this was a proposal for allowing Italy to 
annex all the Ethiopian territory which she had actually occupied up 
to date^ by force of arms in her Covenant-breaking war of aggi’cssion, 
with the sole exception of the holy city of Axum. It may also be 
observed that, while two of the three slices of Ethiopian territory in 
which Italy’s unlawful occupation was thus to bo legitimized retro- 
spectively were non-Amharan territories, the Tigrcan slice was an 
integral and ancient part of the Amharan people’s homeland, so that 
Italy had no claim to it even on the formula, which had been invented 
by the Italians themselves, that a distinction ought to lie drawn 
between the Amharan core of the Ethiopian Empire and its non- 
Amharan fringes, and that Italy ought to be encouraged to execute 
her ‘historic mission’, and fulfil her ‘manifest destiny’, by ‘liberat- 
ing ’ the fringes while leaving the Amharan core to stew in its own 
jus barbaricum. In the third place it may be observed that, taken 
together, the three slices of Ethiopian territory which Italy was thus 
to acquire outright, in virtue of a predatory act of conquest, were so 
much more extensive and more populous than the strip of Eritrea 
which Italy was to be asked to cede to Abyssinia that the official 

ceded to Italy. The exclusion of Axum from the territory which was to be 
ceded was a British amendment — ^the purpose of which was to save for 
Abyssinia the holy city of the Monophysite Church in Ethiopia. — ^A. J. T. 

^ Text as in British White Paper Omd. $044 of 1935, pp. 14-15. 

* See section (xii) below. 
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description of the proposed transaction as an 'exchange of territory’ 
was farcical. Finally, if the authors of the plan sought to argue that 
the value of this strip for Abyssinia could not be measured in terms 
of square kilometres or cubic souls, since the acquisition of it would 
give her the inestimable boon of a direct access to the sea across 
territory of her own,^ it could be pointed out in reply that Abyssinia 
was being asked to pay a price for the proposed Asab comdor which 
she might well regard as excessive — however high the Anglo-French 

^ Apart from the consideration of the price — in the shape of an enlargement 
of the ‘zone of economic expansion and settlement reserved to Italy’ m the 
South — ^which Abyssinia was to be required to pay for the proposed Asab 
corridor, the question was raised whether the intrmsic value of the corridor 
itself might not tui'n out to be reduced almost to zero by a condition govermng 
the proposal, which was not mentioned in so many words but which was, per- 
haps, nevertheless implicit. The decree of the 9th March, 1894, by which the 
Emperor Menehk had granted the concession for the construction of the 
Djibouti-Addis Ababa Railway, had provided that no other company should 
be authorized to construct rival lines, whether from the Red Sea and Indian 
Ocean into Abyssmia or from Abyssinia to the White Nile (see L'Europe 
Nouvelle, 12th January, 1929, pp. 54-5); and, on the face of it, it would seem 
that the terms of this decree would have inhibited Menehk’s successor Haile 
Selassie from turning the proposed Asab corridor to account by building a 
railway through it to connect the new Ethiopian port with its hinterland. 
Indeed, according to a despatch of the 15th December, 1935, from the corre- 
spondent of The Times m Pans, it was believed m that city that, if the Emperor 
had accepted the proposed ‘exchange’ as a basis for peace negotiations, he was 
to have been told at a later stage — that is, as soon as he was judged to have 
committed himself too deeply to draw back — ^that he was legally debarred 
from using the Asab corridor as an3rthing but ‘a corridor for camels’. This 
was the title of a leading article on the subject which appeared in The Tiines 
on the 1 0th December in the same issue as the despatch of the 15th from Paris ; 
and tins brilhant stroke of the joui'nahst’s pen actually played a perceptible 
pai't in bringing the Laval-Hoare Plan to the ground. In British official circles, 
it was submitted that both the despatch and the article were written under a 
misapprehension. It was admitted that the terms of the decree of the 9th 
March, 1894, would have come into play if Abyssmia had acquired a corridor 
to the sea, not at Asab in the Itahan colony of Eritrea, but at Zeila, in British 
Somaliland, in execution of the British proposal which had been made to, 
and rejected, by Signor Mussohni on the occasion of Mr. Eden’s visit to Rome 
on the 24th -26th June, 1935 (see p. 160, above). It was asserted, how- 
ever, that, in the Laval-Hoare conversations of the 7th-8th December, 1935, 
it wus expressly stipulated on the British side, and agreed on the French side, 
that if, as a result of the Laval-Hoare Plan’s proving acceptable, Abyssmia 
were to acquire a corridor to the sea not at Zeila but at Asab, then the Emperor 
should not be restricted to making use of it as a corridor for camels, but should 
be free to build a railway from Asab into the interior iC he chose. 

‘Let me make it quite clear’, said Six Samuel Hoare in the House of Com- 
mons at Westminster on the 19th December, 1936, ‘that the proposal was for 
an effective outlet, with a wide corridor in full sovereignty for Abyssinia, at 
Asab, and no stipulation was discussed concerning any restriction upon it as 
to the building of a railway. The Zeila alternative was only included as an 
alternative if both sides preferred it.’ 
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valuation of the Asab corridor might be. For it was in consideration 
of this particular proposal — ^whichhad not figured in the St, Qucutin- 
Peterson Plan, but had been brought up for the first time at tlie 
conversations on the 7th-8th December — that Sir Samuel Hoaro 
accepted Monsieur Laval’s proposal that the ^zone of economics 
expansion and settlement reserved to Italy’ on Ethiopian soil should 
be still broader than the area that had been suggested by Monsieur 
de St. Quentin. 

The second proposal in the plan was for 'the formation in Southern 
Ethiopia of a zone of economic expansion and settlement reserved 
to Italy ’ ; and this proposal was set out in the following text ; 

The hmits of this zone would be. on the east, the rectified front ior 
between Ethiopia and Itahan Somaliland , on the north, the 8th parallel ; 
on the west, the 35th meridian; on the south, the frontier betwen^n 
Ethiopia anci Kenya. 

Withm this zone, which would form an integral i)art of Kflii()])ia, 
Italy would enj oy exclusive economic right s which might be administcrod 
by a privileged company or by any other like organization, to wliich 
would be recognized — subject to the acquired rights of natives and 
foreigners — the right of ovmership of unoccupied territories, the mono- 
poly of the exploitation of mines, forests, &o. This organization would 
iDe obliged to contribute to the economic equipment of the country, and 
to devote a portion of its revenues to expenditure of a social chara(‘ter 
for the benefit of the native population. 

The control of the Ethiopian administration in the zone would be 
exercised, under the sovereignty of the Emperor, by the services of the 
scheme of assistance drawn up by the League of Nations [and already 
accepted by the Emperor as extending over the whole area of Abyssinian 
administration].^ Italy would take a preponderating, but not an exclu- 
sive, share in these services, w'hich W'ould be under the direct control of 
one of the principal advisers attached to the Central Government-, The 
principal adviser in question, who might be of Italian nationality, would 
be the assistant, for the affairs in question, of the Chief Adviser delegated 
by the League of Nations to assist the Emperor. The Chief Advisor 
would not be a subject of one of the Powers bordering on Ethiopia. 

The services of the scheme of assistance, in the capital as w^cll as in 
the reserved zone, would regard it as one of their essential duties to 
ensure the safety of Itahan subjects and the free development of their 
enterprises. 

The Government of the United Kingdom and the French Government 
will willingly endeavour to ensure that this organization, the details 
of which must be elaborated by the League of Nations, fully safeguards 
the interests of Italy in this region.^ 

^ These words appear only in the text communicated to the Emperor of 
Abyssinia, and not in the correspondhigtext communicated to Signor MussoUnL 
Otherwise the two texts are identical. — ^A. J. T. 

® Gmd. 5044 of 1936, pp. 15-10. 
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Any reader of this text who was acquamted with the history of 
modern Western 'imperialism’ could perceive that 'economic expan- 
sion and settlement’, on the terms here proposed, meant ultimate 
political dominion. A large part — ^perhaps actually the major portion 
— of the existing colonial empires of the European Powers and of their 
imitator Japan had been acquired imder a similar pretence that the 
beast of prey was not devouring his prey when he was devouring it. 
The hypocritical formula was a sop to the conscience of idealists 
which the empire-builders had found, by experience, that it was worth 
their while to serve up, since the hypocrisy distinctly eased the pro- 
cess of acquisition, without seriously retarding it. In the case in 
point, Signor MussoUni might be the more readily disposed to acquire 
the southern half of the Ethiopian Empire by this roundabout and 
gradual method because on the one hand he had not yet succeeded 
in conquering the broad territories, thus offered to him, by force of 
arms, while, for his special purpose, they were particularly desirable 
because they largely consisted of fertile temperate highlands — ^in 
contrast to the sterile torrid deserts that composed two out of the 
three slices that the first proposal in the plan was offering to him 
outright.^ 

The temptingness of the second proposal was enhanced by the 
unexpected extent of the territory, possibly suitable for Italian settle- 
ment, that was offered to Signor Mussolini in the amended form in 
which the proposal emerged, on the 8th December, from the hands 
of Sir Samuel Hoare and Monsieur Laval. It has been mentioned 
above^ that Mr. Peterson had tentatively set the western limit of 
this zone along longitude 40® east of Greenwich, while Monsieur de 
St. Quentin had tentatively advanced it to the line of longitude 38®. 
For the experts’ two principals, the line of least resistance would have 
been to split the difference by compromising upon longitude 39®; and 
this is what ordinary diplomatists, in their everyday mood, would 
have been inclined to do. On the 8th December, however, Sir Samuel 
Hoare was inspired by Monsieur Laval to join him in making a special 
effort to secure peace in East Africa (and so perhaps become better 

^ Sir Samuel Hoare argued— in his speech of the 19th December in the House 
of Commons at Westminster — that ‘in no sense was the area to be a trans- 
ferred territory’. His advocacy of this thesis will perhaps not be found alto- 
gether convincing ; but in describing the social conditions then prevailing in 
the territory he was on stronger ground: 

This area is non-Amhario, It represents comparatively recent conquest 
by Abyssinia ; it is sparsely populated, slave raiding has devastated it in 
some parts, while slave ownership is prevalent over the whole area, as indeed 
over the whole country, 

* See p. 289, above. 
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prepared against war in Europe) by giving satisfaction to Signor 
Mussolini. As an offset to the Asab corridor,^ th(‘ two statesmen 
agreed to extend the zone as far west as the line of longitiuh' 35°, 
along which the Abyssinian plateau descended to the level of tlu^ 
Sudanese lowlands ! 

Having thus agi’eed upon terms which would lie acceptable to 
Signor Mussolini in Monsieur Laval’s belief, the British and French 
Foreign Ministers further agreed, at the same sitting, that — as far 
as this lay with them to decide — ^the plan should be communicated 
forthwith to the two belligerents ; that they should both be iirgc'd to 
accept it ; and that the project of imposing the oil sanction should be 
held in suspense pending the outcome of this fresh attempt at a 
settlement by ^conciliation'. It will be seen that this agreed course 
of action meant rewarding the aggressor, for accepting a bonus w ith 
which he was expected to be content, by ofCering him, in return, a 
release from the menace of the imminent application of a sanction 
which he was known to dread, whereas the victim of aggression was 
to be faced with a demand for sacrifices, which must ex hypothcHi bc^ 
as grievous to him as they were acceptable to his assailant, under 
threat that, if he demurred, he would be penalized by being denied 
any further help from his fellow members of the League who were 
pledged, under the Covenant, not merely to save him alive from 
the aggressor's jaws, but actually to preserve for him his territorial 
integrity! 

The twin creators of this plan for handing over to Italy about lialf 
of the territory of Abyssinia had worked with such a will that they 
had ended their labours by G.30 p.m. on the second day; and, when 
they saw everything that they had made, they asked the World, in 
a communique published that same evening, to believe that the result 
was very good. 

Animated by the same spirit of conciliation, and inspired by close 
Franco-British friendship, we have in the course of our long conversa- 
tions of to-day and yesterday sought the formulas which might serve 
as a basis for a friendly settlement of the Italo-Ethiopian dispute. 

^ Formally, the proposed cession of the Asab corridor to Abyssinia by Italy 
was presented, in the text of the plan, as the consideration which Abyssinia 
was to receive in exchange for the cession of Abyssinian territories to Italy 
in Tigre, the Danakil country and the Ogaden. Actually, the bargain struck 
between Sir Samuel Hoare and Monsieur Laval was that, in consideration of 
Monsieur Laval’s accepting Sir Samuel Hoare’s proposal for an Asab corridor 
for Abyssinia, Sir Samuel Hoare should consent to a westward displacement 
of the western boundary of the ‘zone of economic expansion and settlement 
reserved to Italy’ from Mr. Peterson’s longitude 40° beyond Monsieur de 
St. Quentin’s longitude 38° to Monsieur Laval’s longitude 36°. 
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Tliere could be no question at present of publishing these formulas. 
The British Government has not yet been informed of them ; and, once 
its agreement has been received, it will be necessary to submit them 
to the consideration of the interested Governments and to the decision of 
the League of Nations. 

We have worked together with the same anxiety to reach as rapidly 
as possible a pacific and honourable solution. We are both satisfied 
with the results which we have reached. 

It remained for the two Foreign Ministers to do what lay in their 
power in order to put into operation the plan which they had thus 
worked out together and for which they had both already assumed 
a personal responsibility. For Monsieur Laval, who was his own 
Prime Minister, this was a simple matter of letting his right 
hand know what his left hand had been doing. Sir Samuel Hoare, 
on the other hand, was not in a position to commit the Government* 
of the United Kingdom without having secured for the plan the 
approval of Mr. Baldwin and of his other colleagues in the Cabinet 
at Westminster. Accordingly Mr. Peterson left Paris for London 
that evening with the text of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan, and an 
account of the proceedings out of which it had arisen, in his despatch 
box ; and, pending a decision on the British Government’s part, MM. 
Hoare and Laval asked the British newspaper correspondents in Paris 
and the Parisian press respectively to refrain from publishing any in- 
formation or even conjectures about what the plan might be. Having 
thus despatched by hand, alive and ticking, a bomb addressed to 
Westminster and marked ‘to be placed under the Treasury 
Bench’, Sir Samuel Hoare rested at last from all his work which he 
had made, and caught — ^just twenty-four hours later than he had 
intended — the 10 p.m. train from Paris for the Engadine, where he 
fondly expected to enjoy a sabbath calm. But Monsieur Laval did 
not rest ; and by the time when the despatches carried by Mr. Peterson 
had reached Mr, Baldwin’s hands on the morning of the 9th, an ample 
and accurate account of the plan had been published in at least two 
French newspapers . Sir Samuel’s plea for silence had indeed, in French 
ears, been a positive incitement to give the plan publicity ; for, when 
once its contents were a matter of pubhc knowledge, it would be 
difficult for the British Prime Minister to reject what his Foreign 
Secretary had accepted and had drafted and had recommended, with- 
out disavowing the man in the act of disapproving the measure. And 
on the 9th December Mr. Baldwin did find this just as difficult as had 
been calculated by sharp French wits. 

Upon receiving his confidential copy of the plan at breakfast-time 
on the morning of the 9th, and learning, almost in the same breath. 
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that the contents had already been divulged to the World, Mr. 
Baldwin at once called a Cabinet meeting, which was duly held on 
the same day at 6 p.m. The proposed terms appear to have astonished 
and disturbed the Prime Minister’s colleagues no less than the Prime 
Minister himself, and the Cabinet was reported to have been sharply 
divided between a minority, led by Mr. Neville Chamberlain, which 
was in favour of rejecting the plan at whatever private cost to its 
English author, on the ground that the plan was contrary to the 
public interest, and a majority, led by Mr. Baldwin, which held that 
the Cabinet’s overriding duty was to line up in support of a sick and 
absent colleague. Erom the 9th to the 18th December, this ‘respect 
to persons’^ determined the British Government’s policy, until 
Ministers were swept off their feet by a swiftly mounting tide of public 
indignation. The movement of public opinion in Great Britain has 
been dealt with elsewhere,® in this place it remains to record the 
proceedings in the Parliament at Westminster and the line which 
was taken by the Government. 

As a result of the publication of the terms of the Laval-Hoarc Plan 
in the French press on the 9th, the plan was discussed in the House 
of Commons at Westminster on the 10th — first at question-time and 
then in a debate for which an opportunity had been provided by the 
fortuitous operation of the traditional English parUaraentary x>ro- 
cedure.® In answer to questions, Mir. Baldwin stated that ‘nosuggestt'd 
basis’ had ‘at present been submitted for the views of cither Italy 
or Abyssinia’, and that ‘it would clearly be premature to make a 
statement on the subject at present ’. He added that w'hilo he had 
not, himself, examined the press reports, he had been told by those 
who had studied both these and the authentic text that there were 
considerable differences in matters of substance. In his attempts to 
hold his questioners at bay Mr. Baldwin betrayed an embarrassment 
which was hkewise shown in the subsequent debate by Mr. Eden, 
who followed Mr. Baldwin in declaring that there were ‘important in- 
accuracies ’ in the press reports, while at the same time he sought to 
defend the authentic plan, by anticipation, on the plea that it was 
covered by the ‘ moral mandate ’ which had been offered to MM. Laval 
and Hoare by Monsieur van Zeeland.* By this time the loudness of 
the ticking of the bomb which had been deposited imder their bench 
through the action of an absent colleague was getting on Ministers’ 

^ James ii. 1-9 ; Colossians iii. 26. 

* In section (ii) (e) above. 

* The House of Commons happened to be engaged in the debate on the 
Address to the Throne. 

* See pp. 286-7, above. 
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nerves, and a sensation was produced by the speech in which Mr, 
Baldwin rephed, later in the day, to an announcement from a spokes- 
man of the Opposition, Mr. Pethick Lawrence, that the Opposition 
intended to vote against the Address to the Throne ^as the only means 
open to the Opposition of entering their protest against the terrible 
crime that seemed hkely at the present juncture’. In reply to this, 
Mr, Baldwin said : 

I thinl?: we can take no exception to the last words which fell from 
the honourable member. I think it is the only course open to those of 
the Opposition who desire to express dissent from the conduct of the 
Government. I shall speak for but a short time. I have seldom spoken 
with greater regret, for my bps are not yet unsealed. Were these troubles 
over I would make a case — and I guarantee that not a man would go 
into the lobby against us. 

Before sitting down, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom made 
a sharp, but perhaps not unjustified, reflection upon the outlook and 
temper of the electorate. 

An observation which I believe to be very true was made by Mr. 
Stephen. He said that a large number of voters at the General Election 
would support sanctions but did not wish for war. (Cheers.) I do not 
believe there is any one in this country who wants it, but the people of 
this country are following with the keenest mterest what is now taking 
place, and I do say this frankly — and I assure the House that there is no 
cynicism m it — ^we are learmng and have learned a great deal m the last 
three months as to what is possible at present in the world and what is 
not. (Cheers.) 

In the course of the same speech Mr. Baldwin gently took Mr. 
Pethick Lawrence — 'a FeUow of my old college’ — ^to task for his 
‘suspicious nature ’, and he declared that he could assure the honour- 
able member that, as far as he (Mr. Baldwin) knew, no communica- 
tions of any kind had gone either to Addis Ababa or to Rome. At 
9.47 p.m., when Mr. Baldwin was giving this assurance, he was 
undoubtedly speaking the truth ; yet, before Mr. Baldwin went to 
bed that night, telegrams, containing messages for transmission 
respectively to Signor Mussolini and to the Emperor Haile Selassie, 
had been despatched from the Foreign Office in Whitehall, in the 
name of the absent Secretary of State, to Sir Eric Drummond and to 
Sir Sidney Barton, while corresponding telegrams to the representa- 
tives of France at Rome and at Addis Ababa had been despatched 
from the Quai d’Orsay. 

This action had been preceded by negotiations in Paris which, after 
Sir Samuel Hoare’s departure for Switzerland, had been conducted 
on the British side by the Permanent Under-Secretary of State for 
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Foreign Affairs, Sir Robert Vansittart. These negotiations appear to 
have been concerned, not with the substance of the plan, but with the 
procedure for launching it. Monsieur Laval is reported to have been 
in favour of submitting the plan to Signor Mussoliai alone in the first 
instance, while the British negotiators held that it ought to be com- 
municated simultaneously to the Emperor of Abyssinia, at any rate, 
if not to the League of Nations. In the event, the communications 
were addressed to Rome and to Addis Ababa simultaneously; and 
the French and British Ambassadors duly handed the text of the 
plan to Signor Mussolini at 5 p.m. and 5.30 p.m., respectively, on the 
11th; but the corresponding ddmarche by the French and British 
Ministers at Addis Ababa was not made until the following day ; and, 
at least on the British Government’s part,^ the respective approaches 
to the two parties were not made in identical terms. While Sir Eric 
Drummond was merely instructed to make, jointly with his French 
colleague, an ^urgent communication’ to Signor Mussolini, Sir 
Sidney Barton was additionally instructed to make the correspond- 
ing urgent communication to the Emperor 'in whatever manner you 
consider most suitable and expeditious’.^ Moreover, m the terms of 
the communication regarding the proposal for an 'exchange of terri- 
tories it was set forth in both the British Government’s telegi'ams, 
in identical words, that 'the Governments of Great Britain and Franco 
agree to recommend to His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia the 
acceptance of the following exchanges of territory between Ethiopia 
and Italy’. The British Government did not think it worth while to 
tell the Emperor that they were making the same recommendation 
to the head of the Italian state ; and, through this unsymmetrical 
identity of phrase, they were tacitly confessing that the so-called 
'exchange ’ was in reality a one-sided transaction (in which Abyssinia 
was being called upon to do the giving, and Italy invited to do the 
taking), no less than the undisguisably one-sided proposal for a ‘zone 
of economic expansion and settlement The implication contained in 
these identities and differences of phrase was xmderlined — -with an em- 
phasis that cleared up any possible ambiguity — ^in a second telegram® 

^ The texts of the notes despatched on this occasion by the French Govern- 
ment do not appear to have been made public. 

® Cmd. 5044 of 1936, pp. 13 and 16. 

® In the House of Commons at Westminster on the 19th Docombor, 1035, 
Sir Samuel Hoare gave the following interpretation of what the intention of 
this telegram was : 

The telegram in no way meant that we wished to impose terms upon him, 
but we did feel, looking to the dangers of the future, that it was for the 
Emperor to think with responsibility and seriousness whether in his own 
interests it was better or not that he should favourably consider negotiations. 
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whicli was despatched to Sir Sidney Barton, on the heels of first, 
that same evening : 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Sir S. Barton {Addis Ababa). 
(Telegram). London, 10th December, 1935. 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

You should use your utmost influence to induce Emperor to give care- 
ful and favourable consideration to these proposals and on no account 
lightly to reject them. On the contrary, I feel sure that he wiU give 
further proof of his statesmanship by realizing the advantage of the 
opportunity of negotiation which they afford, and will avail himself 
thereof.^ 

This was the situation — as between France, Great Britain, Italy, 
and Abyssinia — ^when the Committee of Eighteen reassembled at last 
on the 12th December under conditions which relieved Monsieur Laval 
of the need to find a pretext for a further postponement. In the 
meanwhile, on the 9th December, the President of the League Council 
had summoned the Council to meet in private session on the 17th.^ 
This unexpected convocation of the Council was ofi&cially stated to 
have been decided upon at the request of the chairman of the Council’s 
committee on the settlement of the 'Iraqi Assyrians but, though 
some business on this subject was actually transacted when the 
Council did meet, it was widely believed that the real purpose was to 
bring the Council into session in order that it might be asked to give 
the Laval-Hoare Plan its blessing in the event of Signor Mussolini’s 
acceptance of the plan having been secured in the interval. 

The proceedings of the Committee of Eighteen on the 12th Decem- 
ber were arranged on the pattern of those on the 2nd November — 
with Monsieur Laval playing his old part, Mr. Eden playing Sir 
Samuel Hoare’s, and the Polish delegate, Monsieur Komamicki, 
replacing the Belgian delegate Monsieur van Zeeland. There was, 
however, a difference in the execution of the comedy which was as 
significant as it was conspicuous. Mr. Eden understudied his absent 
colleague in a pointedly left-handed fashion. 

After reviewing in his own terms the history of the Laval-Hoare 
Plan down to the Franco-British demarches at Rome and Addis 
Ababa, Monsieur Laval concluded: 

The Italian and Ethiopian Governments were informed yesterday of 
our suggestions. We propose to communicate them shortly to the Council 

^ Omd. 5044 of 1935, p. 19. 

* The Council eventusdly met on the 18th (see p. 309, below). 

* For the history of the Traqi Assyrians, see the Smv&y' for 1934, Part II, 
section (ii) (h) (3). 
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of the League,^ Our part will then have been played, and it will be for 
the League of Nations to settle what is to be done. We are confident at 
least that the League will appreciate the loyalty of the efforts, the only 
object of which (let me repeat) has been to expedite, within the frame- 
work of the League, the settlement of a conflict the continuance of which 
weighs so heavily on the World. 

Mr. Eden then told the same tale in words which, while not formally 
conflicting with Monsieur Laval’s, were calculated — and no doubt 
deliberately calculated — ^to imprint a very different impression upon 
the minds of his audience. 

Last November, as my colleagues will recall, when the Co-ordination 
Committee agreed upon certain sanctions which are now in force, at 
the same time it specifically approved aU attempts to find a basis of 
discussion between the two parties to this dispute , and it particularly 
welcomed the suggestion that His Majesty’s Government and the French 
Government should seek to find such a basis. We had no mandate from 
the Co-ordmation Committee, and that Committee had no power to 
give us such a mandate, but my colleagues will remember that we had 
their unanimous goodwill in our task What, therefore, the representa- 
tives of the United Kingdom and French Governments have been seeking 
to do m Paris was to work out proposals that might be submitted to both 
sides, and upon which both sides might be willmg to come together to 
open discussions here at Geneva. These conversations in Paris were 
begun with the approval of members of the League, and neither the 
French Government nor ourselves have, at any time, had any other in- 
tention than to bring the outcome of our work to the League for the 
League’s information and judgment. 

The proposals now put forward are neither definitive nor sacrosanct. 
They are suggestions which, it is hoped, may make possible the begin- 
ning of negotiations. If the League does not agree with these suggestions, 
we shall make no complaint ; indeed, we should cordially welcome any 
suggestions for their improvement. The policy of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment remains to-day what it has been since the dispute began. Any 
final settlement must be acceptable to the League, as well as to the two 
parties in conflict. 

In the circumstances, it seems to me that the best procedure to follow 
at the present time is to call together the Council at the earhest prac- 
ticable moment, in order that a full statement of the proposals should be 
made to it. It will be for that body to determine, as and when it sees 
fit, what course it would wish to pursue in the light of the situation 
thus created ; and, in advance, I emphasize that, so far as His Majesty’s 
Government are concerned, we wifl not only readily accept the judg- 

^ ‘ It had been Monsieur Laval’s plan to have the Paris proposals submitted 
to the Committee of Five, which formulated the League plan which Italy 
rejected. But on his arrival at Geneva he encountered such strong opposition 
to this course, led by Turkey and Poland (who were members of the Committee), 
supported by Sehor de Madariaga (who was its chairman), that he abandoned 
it.’ {The Mcmchester Quardicm, 13th December, 1935.) 
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ment of our colleagues, but we will continue to use our best efforts to 
further the two objectives which have been constantly before us m this 
dispute — the restoration of peace and the maintenance of the authority 
of the League, 

PinaUy Monsieur Komarnicki proposed, with the conventional 
diplomatic circumlocution, that, pending the outcome of the Laval- 
Hoare Plan, all further consideration of the oil sanction on the com- 
mittee’s part should be once again deferred. 

While the statements of Monsieur Laval and Mr. Eden did not, at 
that stage of the committee’s work, affect the execution of the resolu- 
tions already taken, they imposed upon the members an obhgation to 
observe great discretion and not to do anything calculated to impinge 
upon the competence of any organ whose duty it was to take a decision 
on the substance of the question, and, in particular, the Council of the 
League. The activities of the committee, though from a strictly legal 
point of view they were mdependent of the action carried on by the 
regular organs of the League, were necessarily affected by political 
events, and particularly by events which were of such a character as to 
facihtate the attamment of the end which aU must have in view — ^namely, 
the restoration of peace. Being of the opinion, in accordance with the 
hne of conduct from which the Pohsh Government had never diverged, 
that it was the right and the duty of the competent organs of the League 
to determine the significance of recent events, and to examme the situa- 
tion as a whole, Monsieur Komarnicki thought the committee should 
refrain from any measure which might have a political character, so long 
as the Council of the League had not been able to take a decision on the 
merits of the new proposals put forward by Prance and the United 
Kingdom. The adoption of any new measure by the Committee of 
Eighteen might prejudice the action which the Council, in virtue of its 
powers, would shortly have to take. 

The chairman of the Committee of Eighteen had no choice but to 
foUow the Polish delegate’s cue. On the 13th, after the examination 
and adoption of the report of the Committee of Experts,^ Senhor de 
Vasconcellos proposed an adjournment in the following terms: 

The committee was not acquamted with the bases on which those 
negotiations were being pursued ; but it knew that they would shortly be 
submitted to the Council, In those circumstances, the committee could 
hardly take any fresh decisions before knowing those proposals, the 
replies of the parties and the Council’s discussions, if it were not to run 
the risk of causing prejudice to the progress of negotiations or decisions 
which were represented as likely to lead to a rapid cessation of hostihties. 
He would summon the committee for the examination of the other 
questions on the agenda as soon as he possessed the necessary informa- 
tion, and in any case at an early date. 

After protests — ^in which indignation was choked by impotence — 

^ See pp. 233“5, above. 
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from the Swedish and. Mexican delegates, this proposal to adjourn 
was tacitly accepted. 

On the same date, the 13th December, the following letter was 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the League over the two signa- 
tures of Monsieur Laval and Mr. Eden : 

Since the failure of the efforts undertaken by the League of Nations to 
find a peaceful solution of the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, the desire has 
been expressed on several occasions, both in the Council and the 
Assembly, to see the conflict brought to an end by an agreed settlement 
as soon as possible. 

The Governments of the United Kingdom and France have worked 
out together, bearing in mind the deliberations of the Committee of 
Five, the bases of a settlement of this nature, and instructed their 
representatives at Rome and Addis Ababa on the 10th December to lay 
before the Itahan and Ethiopian Governments certain suggestions in 
this sense. 

We have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of this 
document, which we should be glad if you would communicate to the 
members of the Council We shall not fail to transmit to you, in the 
same way, the rephes of the interested Governments as soon as they 
have been received 

Before the Laval-Hoare Plan had thus been officially communicated 
to the Council of the League, it had virtually been rejected by the 
Abyssinian Government. On the 11th December the following state- 
ment had been issued by the Abyssinian Legation in Paris : 

Ethiopia has been the victim of an unjustified act of aggression which 
has been solemnly and unanimously condemned by the Assembly of the 
League of Nations. In these conditions the Ethiopian Government are 
firmly resolved to set aside any proposals which, directly or indirectly, 
would offer a reward to the Italian aggressor ; would disregard the funda- 
mental principles affirmed by the League Council and its committees 
as well as the Assembly, in particular the principle of Ethiopian terri- 
torial and political integrity ; and would tend to put pressure on a weak 
nation to accept the domination of a powerful Government who have 
never ceased to declare that they will assure by force the triumph of 
their ambition, with, without, or against the League of Nations. 

On the 12th December the Abyssinian Legation in Paris trans- 
mitted to the Secretary-General of the League a declaration addressed 
by the Government at Addis Ababa to the President of the Assembly, 
the President of the Council and all the Members of the League, 
After announcing the reception of the Laval-Hoare Plan jfrom the 
French and British Governments, and then rehearsing some of the 
pertinent facts in the international situation, the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment’s declaration concluded: 

Before replying to this proposal, the Ethiopian Government urgently 
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asks that the Assembly of the League of Nations be convened im- 
mediately in order that, by a full and free pubhc debate, conducted 
frankly in the face of the World, free from all pressure, direct or indirect, 
every member state should be able to express its opinion on the true 
practical significance of the proposals submitted to Ethiopia and on the 
general problem of the conditions which are mdispensable if a settlement 
between the victim of a properly established act of aggression and the 
aggressor Government is not, in practice, to result in destroying the 
League of Nations by bringing final ruin upon the system of guaranteed 
collective security provided for by the Covenant. The Ethiopian Govern- 
ment, taught by cruel experience, declares itself firmly opposed to aU 
secret negotiations. 

On the 13th the Secretary-General replied to this Abyssinian 
request by informing the Abyssinian Government^ that he had im- 
mediately consulted the President of the Assembly and that the 
President considered it advisable, before taking a decision, to await 
the result of the deliberations of the Council, since the Council not 
only remained under the Covenant the organ to which the dispute 
had been duly submitted, but had also now been summoned to meet 
on the 18th in order to take cognizance of the Franco-British proposal. 
Thereafter, on the 18th December itself, the representative of Abys- 
sinia transmitted from his Government to the Secretary-General a 
further declaration^ in which both the terms of the Laval-Hoare 
Plan and the fashion in which it had been launched were subjected 
to a skilful and damaging criticism. A note in the same vein was 
subsequently addressed by the Abyssinian Government to the French 
and British Governments in reply to the communication which had 
been made on the 12th by the lYench and British Ministers at Addis 
Ababa. 

The Laval-Hoare Plan was thus stillborn ; and when the Council 
duly met on the 18th December it found itself officiating, not at a 
christening, but at a funeral at which Mr. Eden openly made haste to 
bury Caesar, while Monsieur Laval damned his own child with faint 
praise. Mr. Eden’s speech to his fellow delegates on the Council on 
the 18th was a thinly disguised invitation to rescue the British Govern- 
ment from a false position in which they frankly regretted having 
placed themselves. 

It is no easy task which the two Governments undertook, and, so far 
as His Majesty’s Government is concerned, it had no illusion as to the 
difficulty. But . . ., with the good wishes of the [Co-ordination] Com- 
mittee, the two Governments made the attempt. Indeed, though it 
may well be maintained that it has proved to be, at the present juncture 

^ Text of telegram in League of Nations Official J oumdL, January 1936, p. 42. 
® Text in op, cit, pp. 42-7. 
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of events, an almost impossible task, it was proper that the attempt 
should be made, however invidious the task of those who had to make 
it. For that I make no apology. Even if this attempt is to be unsuccess- 
ful, the essential importance of concihation remains, as the League has 
frequently recognized. The principle therefore w^as right, even if its 
application in this instance may not have availed. 

It must be emphasized that the Pans proposals which were put for- 
ward last week were not advanced as proposals to be insisted on in any 
event. They were advanced in order to ascertain what the views of the 
two parties and of the League might be upon them, and His Majesty’s 
Government recommended them only for this purpose If, therefore, it 
transpires that these proposals which are now before you do not satisfy 
the essential condition of agreement by the two parties and by the League, 
His Majesty’s Government could not continue to recommend or support 
them In its view, this particular attempt at concihation could not then 
be regarded as having achieved its object, and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, for its part, would not wish to pursue it further. 

Monsieur Laval concentrated his efforts upon a half-hearted attempt 
to keep a breath of life astir in the body: 

We do not yet know how the parties will welcome our suggestions, and 
I suppose that, m the meantime, the Council itself will wish to avoid 
expressing an opinion. In any case, I think it my duty to state forth- 
with that, if this effort does not secure the consent of aU the interested 
parties, the Council will not be reheved of its duty to explore every 
avenue and to allow no opportunity to escape with a view to bringing 
about an honourable and just solution of the present conflict, such as 
is required both by the mterests of peace and by the spirit of the League 
of Nations. 

Monsieur Wolde Mariam (Ethiopia) pointed out the bearing of the 
Laval-Hoare Plan upon the prospects of the security of other countries 
besides his own : 

Is it consistent with the Covenant that the Covenant- breaking state 
should be begged, by the League of Nations, to be good enough to accept 
a large part of its victim’s territory, together with the effective control 
of the rest under the cloak of the League ? Is the victim of the aggression 
who has always scrupulously conformed to all the procedures of the 
Treaties and of the Covenant — as the Assembly has unammously acknow- 
ledged — ^to be invited by the League to submit to the aggressor and, in 
the interests of world peace, to abandon the defence of its independence 
and integrity against its powerful enemy, on the ground that the latter’s 
resolve to exterminate its victim is unshakable ? Is the victim to be 
placed under the impheit threat of abandonment by the League and to 
be deprived of aU hope of succour ? Should not this problem, which is 
vital to the future of international relations betw.een all peoples, what- 
ever their strength, their colour, or their race, be'laid first of aU before 
the League, and examined publicly there, in complete independence, 
under the eyes of the whole World ? 
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After this it only remained for the Council to shovel a few per- 
functory spadefuls of earth over the corpse, before meeting once more 
on the 19th to hear their President read the burial certificate : 


The members of the Council, excludmg the representatives of the 
parties, held an exchange of views this morning. My colleagues have 
requested me to place the result before the Council this afternoon in the 
form of a resolution, which I will read . 

1 . The Council thanks the representatives of France and of the United 
Kingdom for the communication which they have made to it concern- 
ing the suggestions which they have put before the two parties with a 
view to conciliation. 

2. In view of the preliminary character of these suggestions, as 
emphasized by the two Powers which took the initiative of p utting them 
forward, the Council does not consider that it is called upon to express 
an opinion in regard to them at present. 

3. The Council instructs the Committee of Thirteen, bearing in 
mind the provisions of the Covenant, to examine the situation as a 
whole, as it may appear in the hght of the information which the 
committee may procure. 


With the adoption of this resolution, which followed forthwith, the 
Laval-Hoare Peace Plan was officially buried, as well as practically 
dead ; and, for the French author of the plan, the shortness of its 
life must have been deeply disappointing. Yet Monsieur Laval could 
assuage his mortification with at least one consoling thought ; for, 
from his point of view, the Peace Plan had lived and died not alto- 
gether in vain. Although it had not brought Signor Mussolini those 
gains at Abyssinia’s expense that might (so the French hoped) have 
coaxed the Romagnol war-lord into sounding the ^cease fire’ in Africa 
in order to stand at the 'ready’, once more, at France’s side in Europe, 
this diplomatic interlude had at least saved Monsieur Laval himself 
from having to make the doleful choice of giving mortal offence either 
to Italy by voting for the oil sanction or else to England by voting 
against it. The one positive consequence of the Laval-Hoare Plan — 
and it proved to be a result of far-reaching importance — ^was the shelv- 
ing of the oil sanction for an indefinite time to come. On the after- 
noon of the 19th December the Committee of Eighteen met within 
three-quarters of an hour of the meeting of the Council in order to 
take note of the resolution which the Council had just adopted. After 
reading the Council’s resolution aloud to his colleagues, Senhor de 
VasconceUos observed that 'in consequence, the situation as it stood 
at the last meeting of the committee remained unchanged. The 
Committee of Experts would accordingly continue to follow the apphca- 
tion of the sanctions in force, and the committee would no doubt 
desire him, as chairman, to remain in touch with the chairman of 
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the Committee of Thirteen with regard to the next meeting of the 
Committee of Eighteen \ The chairman's proposal was adopted ; and 
therewith the oil sanction once more receded to a dim and distant 
horizon. 

This was the end of the Laval-Hoare Plan at Geneva ; its respective 
endings at Rome, London and Paris have still to be recorded. 

From the 11th December (the day on which the Peace Plan had 
been officially communicated to him)^ until the 1 8th, Signor Mussolini 
maintained a silence which was perhaps prompted at first by an 
anxiety not to appear to jump too eagerly at a chance of breaking 
off his African campaign, and afterwards by an even sharper 
anxiety not to appear to jump at all at a plan which so many other 
parties were now brusquely rejecting. This silence was broken on 
the 18th — ^in a speech plainly signifying the rejection of the plan — 
at the inauguration of Pontinia, the third of the new townships 
which the Fascist regime had founded on lands reclaimed from the 
Pomptine Marshes : 

I wish to teU you that we will not send into the distant and barbarous 
lands the flower of our youth if we are not assured that it will be pro- 
tected by the tricolour of the Fatherland. I wish also to say that the 
Italian people — a people little known in the world, where there are still 
circulating the old commonplaces of a false literature — the Italian people, 
which draws its nourishment from the soil with hard daily labour, is 
capable of resisting a very long siege, especially when it is certain 
in the clearness and tranquillity of its conscience that right is on its 
side while wrong is on the side of that Europe which in present events 
is doing dishonour to itself. That war which we have begun on African 
soil is a war of civilization and liberation. It is the war of the people. 
The Itahan people feels it as its own. It is the war of the poor, of the dis- 
inherited, of the proletariat. Against us is ranged the front of conserva- 
tism, of selfishness, and of hypocrisy. Against this front also we have 
engaged in our stem struggle, and we wifi carry it through to the end. 
A people of 44,000,000, not merely of inhabitants but also of souls, 
does not allow itself to be throttled and still less to be tricked with im- 
punity. Sure of this unanimous profound consent of aU the Italian people 
— ^men, women, and children, the whole nation living in its historic and 
eternal expression — sure of this consent, the regime will go straight 
ahead. It could not and does not wish to do otherwise. This is a trial 
in which we are aU engaged from the first to the last, but it is a trial 
which is testing the vi^ty of the Italian people. It is a test, my com- 
rades, from which we shall most certainly issue victorious. Time will 
be needed, but when a struggle has been engaged in, comrades, it is 
not so much time that counts, but the victory. 

The French Ambassador, the Count de Chambrun, who was present 
at the ceremony and hstened to the speech, was reported to have 

^ See p. 304, above. 
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been so deeply upset to see the fragile structure that had been deftly 
erected by French diplomacy thus abruptly^ laid in ruins by a rever- 
berating Italian blow that he took the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Signor Suvich, to task, there and then, in un- 
diplomatically vehement language. From his own point of view, on 
the other hand, Signor Mussolini had perhaps been just in time in 
rejecting the Franco -British proposals; for he could hardly have 
postured as rejecting them on his own initiative if he had waited to 
receive the report of the funeral orations on the plan which were being 
pronounced at Geneva that afternoon, or the news of Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s resignation, which was announced that evening. 

At Rome at a later hour on the 18th December the Fascist Grand 
Council met and conveyed, through the Duce, a greeting to General 
de Bono in Tigre. On the night of the 21st-22nd, it met again and (in 
the words of the subsequent communique) "again examined the 
political situation determined after the repudiation by Great Britain 
of the Paris proposals which were due to the initiative of France — 
proposals which the Fascist Grand Council had submitted to an 
ample examination in the meeting of the 18th December’. At the 
meeting of the 20th-21st, the Council passed the following resolution : 

The Fascist Grand Council establishes that, m face of the confusion 
and the contradictions m the conduct of the sanctionist countries, the 
Italian people remains unshakably agreed in the strongest defence of its 
right, offering, by the plebiscite of the gold, an imposing proof of its 
will to resistance and victory ; 

Sends its trustful greeting to the soldiers and to the Blackshirts who 
are valorously fighting in East Africa for the cause of civilization and for 
the supreme exigencies of the security and the future of the nation. 

Affirms that the action of Fascist Italy will continue, with inflexible 
decision, for the necessary attamment of the goals marked out by the 
Duce as the destiny of the Fatherland. 

In an interview with Monsieur Laval on the 23rd December, the 
Italian Ambassador in Paris was reported to have intimated that 
the Franoo-British proposals would receive no official reply from the 
Italian Government ; and they were treated as a thing of the past by 
Signor Mussohrd himself at a Cabinet meeting in Rome on the 30th. 
These "provisionar proposals, Signor Mussolini is reported to have 
told his colleagues on this occasion, were far from satisfying Italy’s 
minimum requirements — ^above all, with regard to the security of 
Italian frontiers and Italian subjects. Accordingly, he said, the pro- 

^ The blow was abrupt, for Signor Mussolini’s intentions had remained a 
mystery down to the last moment. As lately as the 16th December the Italian 
Ambassador in London had called on Sir Robert Vansittaxt to ask for the 
elucidation of certain points in the Franoo-British proposals. 
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posals had been doomed to come to grief as soon as they were 
published, and long before the Fascist Grand Council could consider 
them. 

It remains to give some account of the parliamentary storms — a 
major storm in London and a minor storm in Paris — ^which both 
burst before the end of the calendar year after brewing up since 
the first divulgence of the nature of the plan in the French press on 
the 9th. 

In the House of Commons at Westminster the division at the close 
of the debate on the 10th December had resulted automatically in a 
majority for the Government. On the same day, however, Mr. 
Baldwin bowed to the feeling in the House by agreeing to allot time 
for a debate on the international crisis. The date fixed was the 19th 
December, and the interest and feehng that had been aroused were 
reflected in the number and the tenor of the motions that were 
tabled during the intervening days. That motions censuring the 
Government’s policy should be brought forward by the Labour and 
the Liberal Opposition was a matter of course ; but the first critic 
in the field was a supporter of the Government, Mr. Vyvyan Adams, 
who tabled a resolution, as early as the 11th December, in the follow- 
ing terms : 

That this House wiU not assent to any settlement of the Italo- 
Ethiopian dispute which ignores our international obhgations under the 
Covenant of the League of Nations by grantmg the aggressor state 
greater concessions after its unprovoked aggression than could have 
been obtained by peaceful negotiations. 

It was significant that such a resolution should have been drafted 
by one of the Government’s own supporters in the Conservative 
Party’s ranks; it was perhaps still more significant that a private 
member who stood at the extreme left wing of his party should have 
secured a large and rapidly augmented array of Conservative backers, 
many of whom stood considerably further to the right than Mr. 
Adams himself and although Mr. Adams’s motion was actually with- 
drawn before the debate took place, the tabling of it had been not 
without effect, since its withdrawal secured the simultaneous with- 
drawal of at least two Conservative motions unreservedly supporting 
what the Government had done. Eventually the Labour Party motion 
of consult was countered by a Conservative amendment which, while 
distinctly less severe than Mr. Adams’s resolution, represented perhaps 
the lowest measure of approbation that a Government must obtain 
from its supporters in order to be able to remain in office. 

^ See the list in The Times, 19th December, 1935. 
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The Labour motion ran as follows : 

That the terms put forward by his Majesty’s Government as a basis 
for an Italo-Abyssiman settlement reward the declared aggressor at the 
expense of the victim, destroy collective security, and conflict with the 
expressed wiR of the country and with the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, to the support of which the honour of Great Britain is pledged ; 
this House therefore demands that these terms be immediately repu- 
diated. 

The Conservative amendment was in the following terms : 

That this House, holding that any terms for settling the Italo- 
Abyssinian dispute should be such as the League can accept, assures His 
Majesty’s Government of its full support in pursuing the foreign pohey 
outlined in the Government manifesto and endorsed by the country at 
the recent General Election. 

The perturbation which the Government’s poHcy of endorsing the 
Laval-Hoare Plan had produced among the constituents of the 
Government’s supporters in the House of Commons has been recorded 
in another chapter and this perturbation, which was reflected not 
only in Mr. Adams’s motion but also in the substitute amendment to 
the Labour Party motion, induced Mr. Baldwin, on the eve of the 
debate, to turn leffc-about and sacrifice his Foreign Secretary after all, 
instead of persisting in his previous decision to sacrifice the foreign policy 
on the strength of which he had so recently won a general election. 

The storm aroused by the publication of the terms of the plan must 
soon have convinced both Sir Samuel Hoare and his ministerial 
colleagues at Westminster that the Foreign Secretary ought to return 
forthwith from the Engadine to Chelsea ; but misfortune dogged him ; 
for, almost immediately after his arrival in the Swiss mountains, he 
broke his nose in skating on the ice ; and though the accident was not 
serious in itself, it still further depressed the Foreign Secretary’s 
already low state of health, delayed his return journey, ^ and kept bim 
confined to his house after he had arrived in London on the 16th. 
Sir Samuel Hoare came home unrepentant ; and at a Cabinet meeting 
which was held at No. 10 Downing Street on the morning of the 17th, 
his colleagues abode by their decision of the 9th December to support 
him.^ This determination was at once conveyed to the convalescent 

^ See section (ii) (c) above. 

® Sir Samuel Hoare travelled back to London from Switzerland not only on 
bis own initiative but actually against doctor’s orders ; for Ms nose had been 
broken in three places, and he had been forbidden to go out of doors. 

* From the 9th December to the 17th inclusive the G-ovemment’s polioy 
seems to have been consistent; for on the 13th December Mr. Baldwin had 
shown little apparent disposition to satisfy a deputation of distinguished repre- 
sentatives of the League of Nations Union whom he received that morning. 
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Foreign Secretary by a deputation of the Cabinet consisting of the 
Prime Mmister, Mr. Eden and Mr. Neville Chamberlain ; and it was 
apparently arranged that on the 19th Sir Samuel Hoare should make 
a fighting speech from the Treasury Bench, and that the debate 
should be wound up by Mr. Baldwin. At the eleventh hour, however, 
the Prime Minister bent to the storm of public indignation ; the party 
in the Cabinet which had never whole-heartedly approved of Mr. 
Baldwin’s personal poHcy of 'men not measures ’ at last won the day ; 
and, after receiving further visits from Mr. NeviQe Chamberlain and 
Mr. Baldwin on the 18th, Sir Samuel Hoare placed his resignation in 
Mr. Baldwin’s hands that evening. 

Sir Samuel Hoare’s resignation had a number of consequences, 
some public and others personal. In the first place, it advertised to 
the World, with a clarity that could not be mistaken, the fact that 
the people of the United Eongdom had repudiated the Peace Plan 
with which Sir Samuel Hoare had been induced to associate himself 
through the arts of Monsieur Laval. In the second place, the resigna- 
tion of the immediately responsible Minister assured — ^at the price of 
an undisguised moral defeat — ^the formal victory of the Government 
in the forthcoming debate in the House of Commons, and thereby 
eli m i n ated any possibility that the Government as a whole might 
share Sir Samuel Hoare’s fate. The third consequence of Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s faU was in large measure to transfer the odium for the Laval- 
Hoare Plan — ^as far as this odium had to faU on some British states- 
man’s shoulders — ^from Sir Samuel Hoare himself to Mr. Baldwin. 

The ci-devant Secretary’s countrymen were quick to appre- 
ciate the fact that the faUen statesman was sincerely convinced of 
the virtue of the plan to which he had lent his name, now that he 
had held to this conviction at the cost of forfeiting his office. And 
the penalty which Sir Samuel Hoare thus paid no later than the 18th 
December went far to aUay the animus which had been aroused against 
him by his apparent weakness of wiU and faultiness of judgment on 
the 7th and 8th. On the other hand, Mr. Baldwin purchased a pro- 
longation of his tenure of political power at the cost of a decline in 
personal repute which threatened to be as irretrievable as it was 
sharp. The censure that he had brought upon himself through his 
decision on the 9th to abandon a policy and default on an election pledge 
rather than dismiss a coUeague was not appeased, but on the contrary 
was redoubled in intensity, by his recantation of this decision on 
the 18th. The decision of the 9th, however wrong-headed, might 
readily have been forgiven as the weU-meaniug blunder of a soft- 
hearted man who had been taken by surprise ; the recantation of the 
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18th could only be read as a second exhibition of culpable weakness 
which was redeemed by no touch of personal loyalty and which 
afforded no guarantee that the Prime Minister had genuinely resumed 
his allegiance to the foreign pohcy on which he had won his recent 
general election. The doubt remained whether Mr. Baldwin had ever 
been sincere in hoisting the League of Nations flag at the Conserva- 
tive Party’s masthead. In the minds of many of his countrymen 
who differed from him in politics, Mr. Baldwin had hitherto typified 
the English character as it pleased the English to picture it to them- 
selves; the character of a man who might not be a genius, but who 
was unmistakably free from guile.^ Was it conceivable that the 
Prime Minister’s plaia English countenance was a mask which was 
now revealing, underneath it, the poker face of the British hypocrite 
as portrayed by foreigners ? This hideous doubt, once instilled, could 
never again be completely exorcized.^ 

In consequence of Sir Samuel Hoare’s resignation, the arrangements 
for the conduct of the debate on the 19th December were changed. 
The proceedings opened, immediately after question time, with 
a personal apologia on the part of the late Foreign Secretary (now 
seated no longer on the Treasury Bench, but on the third bench 
below the gangway on the Government side of the House). Mr. 
Attlee then moved the Labour vote of censure, Mr. Baldwin replied, 
and, after Sir Austen Chamberlain and Sir Archibald Sinclair had 
also spoken, Lord Winterton moved the amendment and Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain wound up,^ The victory of the Government in the 
division was now just as much a foregone conclusion as it had been 
on the 10th, but this was not the significant feature of that day’s 
business in the House. 

Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech not only presented a review of the events 
that had led up to his action in Paris on the 7th and 8th December, 
with an analysis of the plan with which he had associated himself ; 
it also gave an account — ^which was manifestly sincere and candid — 

^ According to legend, the masterpiece of Disraelf s career had been to 
give, on one occasion, precisely this reassuring impression of himself to an 
evangelical constituent. ‘ WeU, how did Disraeli strike you ? ’ the constituent’s 
friends asked him when the audience was over; and the answer was: ‘WeU, 
he may not be a very clever man, but I am sure he is a very good one T 

* The shock of public disillusionment over this revelation of unsuspected 
elements in Mr. Baldwin’s character was recorded visuaUy in a cartoon by 
Low — ^published in The Bveni/ng Standard of the 20th December — ^which was as 
merciless as it was brilliant. It would be difflcult for any one who had set 
eyes on this cartoon ever to think quite the same of Mr. Baldwin again. 

* A fuUer exposition of Mr, Chamberlain’s point of view at this time wiU 
be found in a speech which he delivered at Birmingham next day, the 20th 
December, 1935, 
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of the considerations which had moved the speaker to act as he had 
done. 

Day in and day out I have been obsessed with the urgent necessity 
of doing everything in my power to prevent a European conflagration. 
Secondly, I have been no less obsessed with the urgent duty of doing 
ever 3 rfching in my power to avoid an isolated war between Great Brit am 
and Italy . . . From aU sides we received reports, that no responsible 
Government could disregard, that Italy would regard the oil embargo 
as a military sanction or act involving war against them . , . what was in 
our mind was . . . that an isolated attack of this kind launched upon one 
Power, without, it may be, the full support of the other Powers, would 
. . . almost inevitably lead to the dissolution of the League. 

There followed a passage — amorally, the most telling point in the 
speech — ^whieh could not he read without shame and remorse by any 
of Sir Samuel Hoare’s countrymen on the date on which the present 
lines were being written (the 5th May, 1936). And although this 
passage has been quoted already in this volume in another context,^ 
it cannot be omitted in this place : 

I have been terrified with the thought — ^I speak very frankly to the 
House — ^that we might lead Abyssinia on to think that the League 
could do more than it can do — ^that in the end we should find a terrible 
moment of disillusionment in which it may be that Abyssinia would be 
destroyed altogether as an independent state. I have been terrified at 
that position, and I could not help t hinkin g of the past, in which more 
than once in our history we have given, and rightly given, all our sym- 
pathies to some threatened or downtrodden race, but, because we have 
been unable to implement and give effect to those sympathies, all that 
we had done was to encourage them, with the result that in the end their 
fate was worse than it would have been without our sympathy 

These words addressed to the speaker’s own countrymen were 
balanced by another passage which was addressed to the citizens of 
other states members and which likewise deserved to be taken to 
heart in the hght of the sequel; 

Now that we are entering upon this new chapter in the war, it is 
essential, if collective defence is to be real and effective, that we go 
beyond the period of general protestations and that we should have 
actual proof by action from the member states that are concerned. . . . 
We alone have taken these military precautions. There is the British 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, there are the British reinforcements in 
Egypt, in Malta and Aden. Not a ship, not a machine, not a man has 
been moved by any other member state. Now that negotiations have 
failed, we must have something more than these general protestations 
of loyalty to the League, . . . Without this active co-operation it will be 
impossible to have more than an unsatisfactory peace. You cannot 
have a hundred per cent, peace if you have only got five per cent. 

^ See p. 69, above. 
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co-operation that goes to the making of it ... Unless these facts are 
faced, and are faced in the immediate future, either the League will 
break up, or a most unsatisfactory peace will result from the conflict 
that is now taking place. 

The speech concluded with a stalwart reaffirmation of the speaker’s 
belief in the poficy with which he had identified himself ; 

I say in all humihty to the House that my conscience is clear. . . . 
Looking back at the position in which I was placed a fortmght ago, I 
say to the House that I cannot honestly recant , and I sincerely beheve 
that the course that I took was the only course that was possible in the 
circumstances , . I believe, in the future when opinion is somewhat less 
excited than it is to-day, that at any rate some of my friends will think that 
there were better reasons for the course I took than they thinlc to-day. 

In avowing that, nevertheless, he had at least temporarily lost his 
countrymen’s confidence, and that this was the reason why he had 
resigned, Sir Samuel Hoare — shaving thereby completed his statement 
— broke down and left the House. 

Mr. Baldwin’s speech contained a confession about himself, an 
admission with regard to the Peace Plan and an accusation against 
his feUow-countrymen. 

The confession was to the following effect : 

Never throughout that week had I or any one of my colleagues any 
idea in our own minds that we were not being true to every pledge that 
we had given in the election. . . I was not expecting that deeper feeUng 
which was manifested by many of my honourable friends in many parts 
of the country on what I may call the ground of conscience and of honour. 
The moment I am confronted "with that, I know that something has 
happened that has appealed to the deepest feelinga of our countrymen, 
that some note has been struck that brings back from them a response 
from the depths. I examined again all that I had done, and I felt that 
with that feehng, which was perfectly obvious, there could not be the 
support in this country behmd those proposals, even as terms of negotia- 
tion, I felt that there could not be that volume of popular opinion which 
it is necessary to have in a democracy behind the Government in a 
matter so important as this. 

The admission was laconic : 

It is perfectly obvious now that the proposals are absolutely and com- 
pletely dead. This Government is certainly going to make no attempt 
to resurrect them. 

The Prime Minister’s indictment of the people of the United King- 
dom, which has been quoted already in this volume,^ was perhaps 
more serious than he himself realized when he was making it: 

I am as anxious as any one on any bench in this House not only to 
preserve the League of Nations but to make it efl!ective, not only now 

^ On p. 78, above. 



320 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect, ix 


but in the future, and if by any chance — and I will only put it like that — 
this country had to take part in a unilateral war, even for a short time 
before others could come in, what I dread is the reaction in this country. 

I am not thinking of any campaign that might be organized agamst the 
Government for brmging the country into war, I am thinking of this : 
that men will say 'Well, if by adherence to the League of Nations we 
find ourselves standing alone to do what ought to be done by everybody, 
this is the last time we will allow a Government to commit itself with 
regard to collective security because, for aU we know, the next time 
we have to employ this, the field may be nearer home than the 
Mediterranean’ . 

At the time of writing this indictment still stood unanswered, and 
Sir Samuel Hoare’s parting prayer, as he left the House of Commons 
on the 19th December, 1935, that his successor might have better 
luck than he had had, was still lying on the knees of the Gods. Sir 
Samuel Hoare’s successor in the Secretaryship of State for Foreign 
Affairs was Mr. Anthony Eden, who had served as Lord Privy Seal 
from the 1st January, 1934, to the 7th June, 1935, when he had been 
appointed Minister without Portfolio for League of Nations Affairs. 
The new appointment, which was announced on the 22nd December, 
was as popular in Great Britain as it was unwelcome in Italy. 

It remains to record how Monsieur Laval’s ship just succeeded in 
weathering the storm in which Sir Samuel Hoare’s ship had foundered. 

The attack upon Monsieur Laval in the Chamber in Paris was 
opened on parallel lines to those on which Sir Samuel Hoare was 
attacked in the House of Commons at Westminster — ^Mr. Vyvyan 
Adams’s part being taken, in France, by Monsieur Pierre Cot, a left- 
wing member of the Radical-Socialist Party who had been Minister 
for the Air in Governments formed by Monsieur Daladier in January 
1933, by Monsieur Sarraut in October 1933 and by Monsieur Daladier 
again in January 1934. On the 13th December Monsieur Cot gave 
notice of a parliamentary question implying a condemnation of Mon- 
sieur Laval’s policy ; and on the 14th Monsieur Cot’s question, as well 
as a motion in the same sense which had been drafted by Monsieur 
Archimbaud, was discussed at a Radical-Socialist party meeting. On 
this occasion Monsieur Cot was authorized by his colleagues to speak 
on the party’s behalf in an eventual debate in the Chamber on foreign 
affairs ; but the distaste for Monsieur Laval’s policy, which was the 
general sense of the meeting,. did not carry the Radical-Socialist 
deputies to the point of committing the positively hostile act of 
adopting Monsieur Archimbaud ’s draft motion ; and they reconciled 
their hesitation to attack the Government with their disapproval of 
its policy by abstaining from the adoption of any motion at aU, and 
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contenting themselves, instead, with the pubhcation of a communique 
declaring that the meeting had ' expressed its fidelity to the principles 
of collective security and indivisible peace ’ ; that it had declared itself 
in favour 'of a just and speedy peace which would not be such as to 
encourage violations of the Covenant ’ ; and that it had given voice 
to the hope 'that there would be negotiations — carried out under the 
authority of the League of Nations — which would make it possible 
to arrive at an honourable compromise which would prove acceptable 
alike for the League, Italy and Ethiopia’. 

In the Chamber on the 13th December, Monsieur Cot delivered a 
brief attack on Monsieur Laval’s pohcy and announced that he would 
ask Monsieur Laval, upon his return from Geneva/ to allot time for a 
debate on Monsieur Cot’s question at an early date. On this occasion, 
Monsieur Cot was supported by Monsieur Moulet on behalf of the 
Section Frangaise de I’lnternationale Ouvriere and by Monsieur 
Bibi^ on behalf of the Union Socialiste. 

On the 17th December, when Monsieur Laval found himself once 
more in Paris, he had a preliminary encounter in the Chamber with 
his adversaries. The proceedings began with the reading, by Monsieur 
Laval himself, of a statement^ in which he gave, in brief, his own 
version of the history of the Laval-Hoare Plan and then threw down 
a challenge to his opponents : 

Did they wish to resoii; to an integral and brutal application of all 
the sanctions ? Did they wish to go back upon the decision taken at 
Geneva, where no sanctions except those of an economic order had ever 
been contemplated ? The responsible delegates of the different coun- 
tries had been acting dehberately w’hen they had determined to limit 
the application of the Covenant to certain measures. They had been 
acting deliberately in wishing to eliminate all risk of war in Europe. 

In reply to a demand from a Radical-Socialist and a Socialist 
spokesman for a debate, Monsieur Laval offered the date of the 27th 
December ; on behalf of the Radical-Socialist Party, Monsieur Cot 
asked for the 20th ; and, after a duel between Monsieur Laval and 
Monsieur Blum, the date of the 27th was adopted by the Chamber by 
304 votes to 252. 

^ See p. 305, above. 

* While Monsieur Laval was reading this statement, Monsieur Ilerriot was 
observed to be sitting with his arms folded in a posture of ostentatious dis- 
sociation from the apologia of the head of the G-overnment of which Moijsieur 
Herriot himself was a member. That very evening Monsieur Ilerriot resigned 
the leadership of the Kadical-Socialist Party, but not bis post in Monsieur 
Laval’s Ministry, The considerations which moved Monsieur Herriot to 
resign the Party leadership need not he examined here, since their connexion 
(if there was any connexion) with the international crisis seems to have been 
slight, 
n 
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When the 27th December arrived, the Chamber had before it an 
anti-Governmental motion in the names of MM. Delbos, Campinchi 
and Pierre Cot, and an approbatory motion, accepted in advance by 
the Government itself, in the names of MM. Chappedelaine, Dariac 
and Thellier. The outcome of this debate in the French Chamber, 
which occupied two days, was not a foregone conclusion, as had been 
that of the debate in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 
19th. For one thing. Monsieur Laval could not count with such con- 
fidence as Mr. Baldwin upon receiving automatically the votes of all 
his nominal supporters ; and, in the second place, the loyalty of Mon- 
sieur Laval’s Radical-Sociahst supporters was subjected, on the 27th“ 
28th December, to a strain which, at Westminster on the 19th, had 
not been placed upon the loyalty of the National Liberal and Left- 
Wing Conservative supporters of Mr. Baldwin, When the Laval- 
Hoare Plan was debated in the House of Commons on the 19th, its 
English author was already out of office on account of his share in 
the authorship, while the plan itself was jettisoned by the Prime 
Minister in the most emphatic language that he could well have 
found for the purpose. On the other hand, in Paris on the 27th-28th 
December, Monsieur Laval met the Chamber in the doubly responsible 
dual capacity of both Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs ; 
he frankly declared his regret that the plan had miscarried ; he an- 
nounced his intention of persevering in the poficy which had just 
received this rebuff ; and he challenged the Chamber to turn him out 
of office on this account. These were the circumstances in which, at 
the close of the debate, Monsieur Laval asked the Chamber to reject 
the demand that the Delbos-Campinchi-Cot motion should be given 
priority, and then to pass the Chappedelaine-Dariac-Thellier motion 
as a declaration of confidence in the Government. When the vote 
was taken, the anti-govemmental motion was refused priority by 
296 votes to 276, and the pro-governmental motion was then carried 
by 304 votes to 261. The majorities were narrow, yet, for Monsieur 
Laval on this occasion, even a bare victory meant a signal success. 
It was significant that, in both the two successive divisions, Monsieur 
Laval was saved from defeat by a split in the Radical-Socialist ranks. 
In the first division, he would not have obtained his majority of 20 
if 37 Radical Sociafists had not voted among the ‘Noes’ as against 
93 of them among the ‘Ayes’ ; and in the second division he would 
not have obtained his majority of 43 if 44 Radical Socialists had not 
voted among the ‘Ayes’ as against 83 of them among the ‘Noes’,^ 

V'^ere were 14 Badical-Sooialist abstentions and 8 absences ia the 
first division, while the corresponding figures in the second were 18 and 7* 
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On the 27th3 as on the 17thj the debate was opened by a declaration 
on the part of Monsieur Laval himself : 

The essential question that has to be asked is the question whether the 
pohey that I have pursued is, or is not, m conformity with the interests 
of our country. That is the only question that ought to be examined 
in the French Chamber 

I do not regret the effort that I have made • some day or other, peace 
will have to b^e restored The point is whether I have defaulted on the 
obligations into which France has entered vis-a-vis the League of Nations 
and whether I liave compromised our present and future security . . . 

Are you not afraid, I am asked, that you may one day have cause to 
regret having set limits upon the means which might be placed by other 
countries at the disposal of France to safeguard her or to defend her 
against some future act of aggression ? This is the most serious charge 
that is brought against us. Is it well-founded ? . . . 

The action of the League of Nations in the present crisis has been, 
and may continue to bo, impeded by difficulties without its being per- 
missible to draw from this instance any vahd conclusion against the 
general principle of collective security. . . . 

If you bring up against me a loss of harmony between ourselves and 
the British Government, I reply that ... I have not done less than my 
duty towards the cause of Franco-British co-operation. I have main- 
tained uitact the solidarity that unites our two countries . . . 

In the subsequent speeches, Monsieur LavaFs perhaps rather 
perfunctory tribute to the virtues of Franco-British co-operation was 
supplemented by observations — and this not only on the part of 
Monsieur LavaFs opponents — which showed a greater understanding 
of British psychology and of the policy in which it expressed itself. 
An indulgent reference to the point was made by one of Monsieur^ 
LavaFs supporters, Monsieur Taittinger : 

The English have a touch of the friar predicant about them. What- 
ever party they belong to, they consider that they have a mission to 
instruct the World. One must not make fun of them for their League 
of Nations mysticism. 

A perhaps deeper insight into the British state of mind, and a cer- 
tainly more serious consideration of it, were displayed to the Chamber 
by Monsieur Paul Reynaud : a member of the Republican Centre who 
had been present in the visitors" gallery in the House of Commons at 
Westminster on the 19th December. Monsieur Reynaud was the 
rightmost deputy in the Chamber to speak and vote against Monsieur 
Laval on the 27th-28th ; he was the only member of his party to take 
this line ; and he paid for this originality by having to resign the 
secretaryship of the group. His was, in fact, a voice crying in 
the wilderness. Yet his speech in the French Chamber on the 27th 
December, 1935, seemed likely to be of historic interest on account 
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of the grasp, which it revealed, of facts which singularly few Frencli 
minds at the time seemed able — or, at any rate, willing — ^to face. 
Monsieur Eeynaud gave his fellow deputies an analysis of British 
public opinion, told them the history of ' the Peace Ballot ’ , and begged 
them to believe that the British motive in seeking to vindicate the 
Covenant against Signor Mussolini was not a concern for British 
interests of a local and concrete kind like the route to India or the 
waters of the Blue Nile. The Laval-Hoare agreement, he said, was 
quite in harmony with British interests; but aU of a sudden the 
current of popular feeling had burst out, and the British people had 
placed a moral idea above ever 3 rthmg else. 

The rebuff given [in England] to the Laval-Hoare agreement is a 
victory for a French doctrine which has given us, at Geneva, the leader- 
ship among the nations. This is the opinion of the small states . . And 
now, in rallying to our doctrine, England has been parting company 
with ourselves > 

Before resuming his seat, Monsieur Eeynaud placed before his 
countrjunen a choice which they were anxious, above all things, to 
avoid having to make — 

the obligation which we have tried to evade, but which is none the less 
imperious, of choosing between Italy, the breaker of the Covenant, and 
England, its champion.^ 

The debate was wound up on the 28th by a second speech from 
Monsieur Laval which took the form of an able risumd of the history 
of the crisis, interspersed with sudden sharp thrusts at his opponents 
in the Chamber. 

One such thrust pointed his exposition of the oil sanction: 

I should like to remind the Chamber that the ratification of the Treaty 
of Versailles^ legally involves the ratification of all acts deriving from 
it — ^with one exception: in case of a general or partial mobilization, 
there has to be a decree which requires very prompt ratification by 
Parliament. Well, then! In a question like the oil question — a question 
which seems to all of you particularly grave — ^you are sovereign, you 
are the mandatories of the nation, and I am not indisposed — ^for from 
it — ^to ask you in advance for your opimon on the question, and this 
in whatever form you prefer. This method at any rate gives you a safe- 
guard — ^you cannot deny it — against any alleged weakness of mine. 

Monsieur Laval’s parting shot was a reference to the budget and 
the franc — ^for which, as he well knew, his prospective successors in 

^ Monsieur Reynaud’s views were developed further in an open letter to 
Monsieur Andr6 Tardieu, which was published in Le Tem^s of the 1st January, 
1930* 

* The Treaty of Versailles embodied the Covenant of the League of Nations, 

•— ja,. ti • X • 
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office had no desire to assume responsibility when a general election 
was only fom* months off. 

I have linishod. The vote which you are now going to cast is serious. 
What is at stake is not the fate of the Government. I have now had 
ffftcon months at the Quai d’Orsay, and since June I have been Prime 
Minister as mtII. You have imposed heavy tasks on me. With the colla- 
boration of my colleagues — yes, of all my colleagues — we have been able 
to defend the franc, and, if the vote of the Chamber allows it, within 
the next two days the budget will be passed.^ (Interruptions on the 
extreme Left ) Am I to understand that you would be sorry ? What 
is at stake is the orientation of the whole foreign policy of Prance. You 
arc the representatives of the people and its responsible mandatories: 
make your choice ’ 

This was the line on which, on the 27th-28th December, 1935, 
Monsieur Laval fought his battle in the Chamber and won it — albeit 
by the narrow majority recorded above. He was to fall from power 
on the 22nd January, 1936, yet, even if he were never to return to 
office, he had not to fear oblivion ; for ho had aheady made upon the 
tragically interwoven histories of Afkica and Europe a mark which 
was as individual as it was indelible. ' 


(x) The Report o! the Committee of Experts regarding Petroleum and 
its Derivatives, and the Italian Governments Declaration of the 
Annexation of Abyssinia to Italy (January-May 1936). 

The coUapse of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan and the successive 
falls of the British and the French statesmen by whom the plan 
had been sponsored have been recorded in the preceding chapter. 
These three events determined, between them, that the Italo-Abys- 
sinian conflict should not be settled by a private arrangement — 
presented as an act of ^ conciliation ' — ^between the French and British 
Giovemmonts on the one side and Signor Mussolini on the other, 
over the head of the Emperor of Ethiopia. This resxilt proved to be 
important ; but its importance also proved to be negative ; for while 
the outburst of public feeling in Great Britain, which had been 
evoked by the revelation of the plan, availed to bring the plan to 
naught, British public opinion was neither sufficiently clear-sighted 
nor sufficiently ready to pay the price of its own convictions to succeed 
in bringing the conflict to an alternative outcome corresponding 
with the British view of the rights and wrongs of the case. Accor- 
dingly, the defeat of the Laval-Hoare Plan ffid not rout the forces 

^ See the Survey for 1935, vol. i, pp. 390-2. — A. J.T, 
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that were in the field against the League of Nations and against it s 
supporters in Great Britain and in a number of other states members 
whose peoples and Governments were ready to follow a Britisli 
lead if it were offered to them. The only effect of the events of 
December 1935 during the next six months was to give rein to these 
still undefeated forces to work themselves out in other ways whicli 
were, if possible^ even less welcome than the Laval-Hoare Plan itself 
had been to the British people. 

Within this period the Italian military operations in East Africa 
were not only carried on without being seriously impeded by tlie 
action of the sanction-taking Powers ; they were also crowned with 
a success which was much more rapid, as well as more far-reaching, 
than had been expected, even by professional military observers, 
judging by the actual course of the first three months of the war and 
by the inherent difficulties^ of Marshal Badoglio’s task. The with- 
drawal of the Emperor Haile Selassie from Ethiopian territory on 
the 2nd May, 1936, and the occupation of his capital, Addis Ababa, 
by the Italian invaders three days later, on the 5th May, marked 
the break-down of organized Abyssinian military resistance to the 
Italian act of aggression just seven months after the crossing 
of the frontier by the Italian forces on the 3rd October, 1935. It 
remained to be seen whether the Italians would now be able to 
subdue, pacify, organize, develop and colonize the vast Ethiopian 
territories which they had overrun ; but, whatever the next act on 
the East African stage might be, it was plain that the first act was 
now over. 

It was also plain that the licence thus granted to Italy by her fellow 
states members of the League to push to this extreme point the 
Italian breach of their common Covenant was due to the continued 
operation of two factors which had been working in the aggressor’s 
favour ever since the Italian threat to Abyssinia had first emerged 
above the international horizon. The first of these factors was the 
fixed resolve of the French Government to conserve Italy as the 
future aUy of Prance against Germany even at the present cost of 
wrecking the League of Nations ; the second factor was the almost 
equally strong purpose of the British Government to keep out of 
war — and, indeed, out of the most remote risk of war — ^with Italy, 
even at the cost of allowing utter defeat to overtake the British 
Government’s own genuine desire for the vindication of the Covenant. 
In pursuing their respective policies, the British and French Govern- 
ments were neither enthusiastically supported nor energetically re- 
^ See pp. 361 aeqq., below. 



Soct. X 


THE EXPEETS’ REPORT ON OIL 


327 


sisted by theii' electorates. The explosion of anger in Great Britain 
in December 1935 was a flash in the pan which may have actually 
made it easier for the prevailing forces to take their course, just 
because the success of this outburst in overthrowing the Laval-Hoare 
Plan enabled these explosive British feelings to discharge themselves 
in a gesture wliich was emotionally satisfying without being practi- 
cally effective. 

With tliis preface, we may now record the course of diplomatic 
events during the first five months of the year 1936. As the war in 
East Africa moved towards its tragic chmax, diplomacy in Europe 
came to be concerned not merely with the question of frustrating 
the Itahan act of aggression but also with accusations of atrocities 
in the conduct of the war which were made against both belligerents. 
On the one hand, the Abysshiians were accused by the Italian 
Government of individual acts of barbarity against the Italian dead, 
wounded and prisoners. On the other hand, the Itahans were ac- 
cused — and this by the British and Swedish Governments, as well 
as by the Abyssinian Government — of misconduct which, if proved, 
would impHcate not merely individual Italian airmen but also the 
Italian High Command at Asmara and the Itahan Government at 
Rome. The Itahans were accused of dehberately bombing Red 
Cross hospitals and units, both Abyssinian and foreign ; of dehber- 
ately bombing Abyssinian open towns ; and of using poison gas — 
in violation of the protocol of the 17th June, 1925 — both against 
the Abyssinian armed forces in the field and against the Abyssinian 
civil population behind the front and even outside the war zone.^ 
This last atrocity could only have been committed on the initiative 
of the highest authorities of the Itahan state ; and the bombing of 
open towns, and of the Red Cross, was so persistent — according to 
the accusations which the Itahans had to meet — ^that at least the 
High Command in East Africa, if not the Government in Rome, 
was brought under suspicion of having countenanced and abetted 
a form of misconduct which might conceivably have started as the 
irresponsible action of individual Itahan Air Force officers. 

The year 1936 was inaugurated by protests from both the Abys- 
sinian and the Swedish Governments against the bombing by Itahan 
airmen, on the 30th December, 1935, of the Swedish Red Cross unit 
attached to Ras Desta’s army on the westernmost sector of the 
Southern Front.® The Emperor of Ethiopia's protest was received 
by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations at Geneva on the 

^ See pp. 409 below. 

* See pp. 411-12, below. 
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1st January, On the same day the Swedish Minister in Rome called 
on the Italian Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and 
told by Signor Suvich that the act had been one of reprisal for the 
alleged beheading (by Abyssinians and not by Swedes !) of a oapturetl 
Itahan airman. There was a further meeting between the same tu’o 
persons on the 7th, and on the 14th the Swedish Govermnent 
addressed to the Italian Government a strongly worded note of 
protest. Signor Suvich replied on the 17th with a counter-charge 
that the Swedish Red Cross unit had been giving unlawful assistance 
to the Abyssinians in their military operations. The Swedish Red 
Cross Society denied the charge, and on the 5th March the Swedish 
Government addressed a second note to the Italian Government, 
maintaining that the outrage had been wilful and not accidental, and 
demanding compensation for the loss of life and property. 

A rumour that a new attempt at ^conciliation’ was afoot, with the 
King of the Belgians in the r61e of MM. Laval and Hoare, obtained 
currency during the second week of January and was given a dement i 
by the Belgian Government on the 13th. There was a simultaneous 
rumour that Signor Mussolini was designing to turn the tables on the 
Emperor Haile Selassie, and at the same time to prepare the ground 
for a peace settlement to his own liking, by taking up a proposal, 
which the Emperor had made on the 3rd January, 1936, that the 
League of Nations should send a commission of investigation to 
Abyssinia to inquire into the manner in which hostilities were being 
conducted by both belligerents, but suggesting that, instead of carry- 
ing out the Emperor’s request, this commission should inquire into 
Italian allegations of Amharan misgovernment and should thereby 
pave the way for a recommendation from the League of Nations 
that Italy should be given a mandate for improving the administra- 
tion of the Ethiopian Empire. This rumour in regard to Italian 
diplomatic designs was referred to in a declaration by the Ethiopian - 
Government which was forwarded on the 20th January by the 
Ethiopian Minister in Paris to the Secretary-General of the League 
for co m mu n ication to the Council, to the Committee of Thirteen 
and to the Governments of all the states members. 

In the same document the Ethiopian Government put on record 
their 'recognition of the immense value of the moral support that 
had been accorded’ to them ; but they went on to recall that, so far, 
they had 'not obtained from the League of Nations either indirect 
assistance in the shape of irresistible economic measures or any form 
of direct assistance’. Ethiopia, the note continued, had never 
demanded armed assistance, and did not now demand it ; but at the 
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same time the Government asked whether they were 'to give up 
hope of the aid which’ they 'would obtain from the imposition 
[upon Italy] of further economic embargoes and from the financial 
assistance which ’ they had 'claimed, since the opening of the hostili- 
ties They also asked whether the League did not consider that 
the aggressor ought to be prevented from succeeding, and whether 
in that case the states members, acting together, ought not to 
display their strength and their unity in a way which would make 
it thoroughly clear, at last, that aggression did not pay. 

Those were the circumstances in which the Committee of Thirteen 
discussed the Italo-Abyssinian affair on the 20th January, for the 
first time since the meeting of the Council on the 19th December, ^ 
and dinw up a report which was adopted by the Council on the 
23rd in the presence, but without the concurrence, of Baron Aloisi. 
This report, on which the Italian delegate abstained from voting, 
rejected the Abyssinian demand for financial assistance on the plea 
that the Convention for Financial Assistance, to which the Ethiopian 
Government had referred, had not yet come into force, and that 
there appeared to bo no possibility of providing for the organization 
of financial assistance at the present moment (a very different 
response from that which had been made by the financially strong 
Powers to their indigent allies in the War of 1914-18). The report 
also let drop the Abyssinian request for a commission of inquiry 
on the spot, on the strength of a statement, which appeared in the 
Ethiopian communication of the 20th January, that such an inquiry 
was now regarded by the Ethiopian Government as being 'of less 
value’. Up to this point the report provided little comfort for the 
Abyssinians. It went on, however, to declare that, for the time 
being, the Committee of Thirteen saw 'no opportunity of facilitating 
and hastening the settlement of the dispute through an agreement 
between the parties within the framework of the Covenant’. In 
other words, the committee reported that the conciliatory action — 
for the sake of which Monsieur Laval had persuaded Sir Samuel 
Hoare to agree to a postponement of the oil sanction — ^was not now 
(even if it ever had been) practical politics ; and this pronouncement 
opened the door for a fresh attempt to put the oil sanction into 
operation. Accordingly the Committee of Eighteen met on the 
22nd January, two days after the meeting of the Committee of Thir- 
teen, and passed on that day — ^which was the day before the adoption 

^ The Abyssinian Government had submitted a formal request for financial 
assistance on the Ist November, 1935. 

* See pp. 3U-12, above. 
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of the Committee of Thirteen’s report by the Council on the 23rcl— 
a resolution in the following terms : 

The Committee of Eighteen, 

Eecalhng its Proposal IV A, of the 6tli November, 1935, to the effect 
that measures of embargo should be extended to certain articles as soon 
as the conditions necessary to render this extension effective had been 
realized ; 

Subject to the proposals which it may see fit to submit on this question 
to the political decision of Governments : 

Decides to create a Committee of Experts to conduct a technical 
examination of the conditions governing the trade in and transport of 
petroleum and its derivatives, by-products and residues, with a view 
to submitting an early report to the Committee of Eighteen on the 
effectiveness of the extension of measures of embargo to the above- 
mentioned commodities; 

Bequests its President to invite certain Governments to appoint 
experts to serve on a Committee for this purpose. 

Tn accordance with the terms of this resolution, the President 
of the Co-ordination Committee requested certain Governments to 
send experts to meet in Geneva on the 3rd February. The comiuittce, 
which met under the chairmanship of Monsieur Gomez (Mexico) 
from the 3rd February to the 12th February, was composed of experts 
designated by the Governments of the United Itingdom, France, 
Iran, 'Iraq, Mexico, [the] Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Ilumania, * 
Sweden and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The Venezuelan 
Government sent an observer. 


‘At the opening meeting, the President of the Co-ordination 
Committee submitted a list of questions to the experts, which, after 
certain minor modifications, was adopted by them as their agenda. 
The President emphasized the fact that the Committee of Eighteen 
deshed at this stage to submit to a technical examination only the 
whole problem of the effectiveness of an embargo on petroleum 
products. ^ And the committee then appointed three sub-committcos 
to study, respectively, the general problem of consumption and 
supplies, the possible use of substitutes and the question of transport. 
The committee itseK presented its report on the 12th February.® 


" Beport of the CommiUee of Experts for the Technical Examination of the 
Condit^ govermng the Trade in, and Transport of. Petroleum and its E^iva- 
Besidues (British Wliite Paper Ethiopia Ifo, 3 Wmd 

™ au, J „ a, 

A ’ report was accompanied by three annexes and four appendices- 
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In regard to the questions of imports, consumption, stocks and 
sources of supply, the text of the report ran as follows ; 

(a) Imports 

The total supplies of petroleum and petroleum products to Italy in 
the years 1932 to 1934, excluding bunker oil purchases by Italian ships 
in foreign ports for current needs, amounted on an average to approxi- 
mately 2^ miUion tons per annum, of which rather more than If milhon 
tons were fuel oil 

These pmehases have increased steadily from a total of about 2 
million tons in 1931 to nearly 3 million tons in 1934, a tendency to be 
found in other principal consummg countries. There was a further in- 
crease in 1935, when it is beheved that purchases may have amounted 
to about 3-8 miUion tons. 

Of the increase of 800,000 tons, it will be seen from section (c) below 
that some 300,000 tons (i.e. about 40 per cent, of the increase) is estimated 
to have been added to stock. 

(b) Consumption 

There are no reasons for supposing that Italy was accumulating 
abnormal stocks of petroleum prior to 1935. It is probable, therefore, 
that her consumption of petroleum products up to the end of 1934 was 
approximately equal to her total purchases. Italy’s normal consump- 
tion in recent years had increased at the rate of about 13 per cent, per 
annum. Assuming that a similar increase had taken place in 1936 and 
allowing for some increase in Italian consumption due to greater indus- 
trial and mihtary activity, consumption in that year would have 
amounted to 3-5 million tons. This figure includes the consumption in 
the theatre of war estimated to amount during the last five months of the 
year to a figure of 20,000 to 30,000 tons per month. 

(c) Stocks 

The total stock at the end of 1934 probably averaged about six weeks’ 
to two months’ supply, or 400,000 to 500,000 tons. If to this be added 
the difference between the purchases and estimated consumption in 
1 935, amounting to 300,000 tons, a total of 700,000 to 800,000 tons on 
the 31st December, 1935, is obtained. Stocks may have increased during 
January 1936 by a farther 50,000 tons, and, at the end of January, may, 
therefore, have been equivalent to some two and a half to three months’ 
consumption. 

If an embargo were imposed, there would be at the moment of its 
imposition certain supplies en route, representing about half a month’s 
supply to be added to the stocks already in hand. 

(d) Sources of Supply 

The most important sources jfrom which world markets derive their 
supplies of petroleum are Colombia, Iran, 'Iraq, Mexico, the Nether- 
lands East Indies, Peru, Rumania, Trinidad, the United States of 
America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Venezuela. All 
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these countries, with the exception of the United States of America, are 
themselves members of, or are territories belonging to members of, the 
Co-ordination Committee. 

The largest exporters of oil are Venezuela and the United States of 
America. The former reports no direct exports to Italy. 

Substantial quantities of Venezuelan crude oil are normally refined 
in the Netherlands West Indies, and refined products are exported from 
these islands to Italy. 

From the figures at the disposal of the committee, it is clear that the 
quantity of od products available for export from the United States of 
America greatly exceeds Italy’s probable demands. In past years 
relatively small quantities of oil products have been exported from the 
United States to Italy. In the period 1931 to 1934 the average per- 
centages of Italy’s total supplies provided by the United States were as 
follows : 


Crude oil 

14-9 

Petrol 

9-4 

Kerosene 

5-2 

Fuel oil 

3-5 

Lubricating oil 

48-3 

Total 

6-6 


During the last few months these exports have shown a very large 
increase. It is not known whether the recent increase in exports will be 
maintamed or whether any form of limitation will, in fact, be instituted. 
In the case of an effective limitation being imposed, it would make but 
little difference to the effectiveness of an embargo imposed by states 
members of the Co-ordination Committee whether that limitation took 
the form of an absolute embargo or the reduction of exports to the 
normal level of the United States exports prior to 1935. 

On the question of substitutes, the committee came to the conclu- 
sion that they would be of little help to Italy for mitigating the 
severity of an embargo on petroleum and its derivatives, but at 
the same time they recommended that, if an embargo were placed 
on petroleum and petroleum products, it should be extended to 
cover industrial alcohol and benzol. In regard to transport, the 
committee estimated that, if Italy’s supplies of oil had to be drawn 
from ports in the Gulf of Mexico, the Italian tanker fleet might be 
expected to carry not less than one half of the amount that Italy had 
consumed in 1935, and that, for carrying the other half, Italy would 
require rather more than 226,000 tons of foreign shipping. This was 
considerably less than the combined tonnage of the German and 
American tanker fleets; and, ‘if tankers forming part of these two 
fleets were to be diverted to the Italian trade, there would be nothing, 
BO far as the committee ’ was aware, 

to prevent the owners of such vessels from replacing the tonnage so 
diverted by tankers chartered from other states members of the Co- 
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ordination Committee. Tankers of these other states now engaged in 
the carriage of oil to Italy would become available for this purpose. . . . 
For an embargo on transport of oil to Italy to be effective, measures of 
control would, therefore, require to be taken by countries not members 
of the League of Nations On the other hand, even without such measures 
of control, the carriage of oil to Italy would be rendered more difScult 
and more expensive were an embargo on transports by member states 
to be imposed. 

In the committee’s opinion, the most practicable form for such an 
embargo 

would be one which combined (a) a prohibition against the sale of tankers 
to states not applying the embargo, and (6), notwithstanding the special 
legal difficulties which might arise in certain cases in connexion with 
tankers already chartered, a prohibition against the proceeding of 
tankers to Italy. 

The committee summarized its findings under the following seven 
heads : 

(1) The figures given above with reference to consumption, to stocks 
and to supplies which might be en route at the moment of the imposition 
of an embargo on the export of petroleum and petroleum products make 
it possible to estimate roughly the period which would have to elapse 
before such an embargo, were it to be universally applied, would become 
fully effective. In the conditions prevailing at the moment of its session, 
the committee is of opinion that this period may be taken to be about 
three to three and a half months. 

(2) In the event of such an embargo being applied by aU states 
members of the Co-ordination Committee, it would be effective if the 
United States of America was to limit its exports to Italy to the normal 
level of its exports prior to 1935. 

(3) If such an embargo were applied by the states members of the 
Co-ordination Committee alone, the only effect which it could have on 
Italy would be to render the purchase of petroleum more difficult and 
expensive. 

(4) In view of the possibility of substitutes being used to some extent 
for petrol (motor spirit), an embargo on the export of petroleum and 
petroleum products would be strengthened were it extended to cover 
industrial alcohol and benzol. 

(5) The effectiveness of an embargo imposed by states members of 
the Co-ordination Committee on the transport of oil to Italy is subject 
to the same limitations as an embargo on exports. Were these states 
alone to prohibit the use of tankers for the transport of oil to Italy, it 
would be able to satisfy its needs up to about 50 per cent, from its own 
resources, and the rest by means of vessels of other states, but with 
greater difficulty and at greater expense. 

(6) If an embargo on transport should be decided on, the committee is 
of the opinion that the most practicable form of embargo would be on© 
which would prohibit tankers from proceeding to Italy and would also 
prohibit the sale of tankers to states not applying the embargo. 
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(7) Should it be decided to impose an embargo on petroleum, attention 
should be given to the necessity of taking suitable measures to prevent 
traffic by indirect routes, including use of free ports, which is of special 
importance as regards petroleum. 

It will be seen that the imposition of an oil sanction on the lines 
suggested by the committee would have been onerous for states 
members of the League which possessed tanker fleets — particularly 
for Norway — as well as for the producing states named in a passage 
of the report above quoted. It will also be seen that, for such a 
sanction to be effective, it was essential that the United States should 
assert its neutrahty by the act of restricting its export of oil to Italy 
to the ‘normal’ level (that is, to the level as it stood before Italy 
began to increase her imports of oil for the purposes of her projected 
war in East Africa). At the same time, it is to be noted that on the 
12th February, 1936, when this report was presented at Geneva, 
the Congress at Washington had not yet finally settled the terms of 
the new neutrahty legislation which had to be brought into operation 
by the end of the month.i And it is also to be noted that, if the recom- 
mendations in the report had been adopted and put into execution 
forthwith by the sanction-taking states, and if the United States 
had then proceeded, before the end of the month, to restrict its 
oil exports to Italy to the ‘normal’ level, then ‘the three to three 
and a half months’ which, in the committee’s opinion, ‘would have 
to elapse before such an embargo, were it to be universally apphed, 
would become fully effective, ’ would barely have given the Italians 
the time to complete the overthrow of the Abyssinian armies — seeing 
that, with all the oil supplies of the world to draw upon, without 
restriction, to the end, the Italians actually did not succeed in over- 
coming the Abyssmian resistance until after the beginning of May. 
A fortiori, the findings of the report indicate that the oil sanction 
would have effectively frustrated Italy’s attempt to conquer Abys- 
sinia if it had been imposed, as had been hoped, before the end of 
November 1935 — ^that is, more than five months before the ItaHans 
actually succeeded in bringing the war to an end without this handi- 
cap, and at a moment when the prospect of parallel action, of the 
necessary extent, on the part of the United States, had been much 
more promising than it was in February 1936, when the poHcy of 
the United States was being affected by the highly unfavourable 
impression which the Laval— Hoare Flan had made upon American 
public opinion. 

It will be seen how deadly a blow Monsieur Laval had dealt to 
^ See pp, 247-8, above. 
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the League, and how shrew'd a stroke he had struck on Signor 
Mussolini’s behalf, in twice averting the imposition of the oil sanction : 
the first time at the end of November^ and the second time on the 
7th-8th December, 1935. After the publication of the report of the 
12th February, 1936, another French stiletto-thrust was needed in 
order to give the oil sanction — and with it the existence of Abyssinia 
and the efficacy of the Covenant — ^the coup de grdee ; and this stroke 
was duly struck by the hand of Monsieur Flandin, who had succeeded 
Monsieur Laval as Minister for Foreign Affairs, in Paris on the 24th 
January, 1936. 

Already, after the Committee of Eighteen’s decision of the 22nd 
January to study the question of an oil sanction, and before the 
presentation on the 12th February of the Committee of Experts’ 
report, the mere re-emergence of the possibility of an oil sanction 
had been sufficient to produce once more, in Italy, those symptoms 
of anxiety and gestures of ferocity which were now familiar because 
they had been evoked on each previous occasion on which the pro- 
ject for an oil sanction had come to the front. 

One such sign of the times was an article, said to be from the pen 
of Signor Mussolini himself, which was pubhshed in the Popolo 
d' Italia of the 1st February 

Europe is sliding down the ever more steeply inclined plane of sanc- 
tions, at the bottom of which hes, ineluctably, war. . . . 

At a certain moment, the embargo will end in a blockade ; and the 
blockade will mean war — no longer a limited operation of colonial 
security, but a war of extermination in Europe; war on the Alps and on 
the various European rivers. , . . 

It will be the students of Paris, Brussels and the other great European 
cities who, together with the country people, will have to march into 
the burning fiery furnace. . . . 

If sanctions are extended, if there is a march towards war, the youth 
of Europe ought to know, straight away, on whose shoulders the terrible 
responsibility will lie, and accordingly we propose to sound the alarm, 
and to address an appeal, to the student youth of Europe. . . . 

The students of Europe ought to bind themselves into a spiritual unity 
over the pohticians’ heads. 

This was an open appeal to that small but noisy and demonstrative 
Fascist-minded minority of the student body of the University of 
Paris who had been making it impossible for Professor Jfeze, the able 
and courageous advocate of Abyssinia at Geneva, to deliver his 
university lectures. Thereafter, on the 6th February, the Fascist 
Grand Council passed a resolution declaring that it recognized 

^ See pp. 277-8, above* 
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in foreign trade 'a function of public interest which justifies a direct 
control on the part of the Corporative State’. In the House of 
Commons at Westminster on the 24th February there was a debate 
in which the Labour and Liberal Opposition called, once more, for 
the application of the oil sanction and accused the Government of 
vacillation — a charge to which Mr. Eden and Lord Cranborne made 
rather colourless replies. These were the circumstances in which 
the Committee of Eighteen reassembled on the 2nd March to consider 
the report which its Committee of Experts had presented to it nearly 
three weeks back. It was now too late for the Committee of Eighteen’s 
action to influence that of the Congress at Washington, whose new 
Neutrality Act had become law on the 29th February.^ Nevertheless, 
Signor Mussolini felt the situation to be so serious for Italy as 
to call for the exertion of fresh pressure upon the French Foreign 
Minister, in the hope — ^which was not disappointed — ^that Monsieur 
Flandin would transmit this pressure to Mr. Eden, as Monsieur Laval, 
some three months earlier, had reacted upon Sir Samuel Hoare. 

At Geneva on the 2nd March, which was the very day on which 
the Committee of Eighteen was to meet, Signor Bova Scoppa, the 
head of the permanent Italian delegation to the League, conveyed 
to Monsieur Flandin verbally a twofold, and perhaps threefold, 
threat from Signor Mussolini of steps — aU highly disagreeable to 
France — ^which the head of the Italian state proposed to take in 
the event of the oil sanction being imposed. It seems ceitain that 
Signor Mussolini threatened Monsieur Flandin, ^ in that event, 
with the withdrawal of Italy from the League of Nations and with 
the denunciation by Italy of the military agreement which had been 
a corollary of the Franco-Itahan Pact of the 7th January, 1936® — 
a denunciation which was to be followed, on the Italian side, by a 
re-manning of the Italo-French frontier from which the former 
French garrisons had been withdrawn, on the strength of the Franco- 
Italian military agreement, in order to reinforce their comrades on 
the frontier between France and Germany. It was also reported 
(though this not without contradiction) that Signor Mussolini 
had threatened in the third place to abandon for the future any 
Italian participation in the execution of the Pact of Locarno. What- 
ever the number and the nature of the threats may have been, 

^ See p. 248, above. 

® The threats were addressed to Monsieur Flandin alone, and this unoffi-* 
ciaUy. Ko communication in the same sense had been received by the British 
Government, according to a statement made on the 9th March, 1936, by Lord 
Cranborne in the House of Commons at Westminster in answer to a parhameU" 
tary question. ® See the Survey for 1935, vol. i, Part I, section (v). 
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there is no doubt that they sufl&ced for their purpose. Their efficacy 
as a stimulus may be gauged from the energy of Monsieur Plandin’s 
obstructive action on the Committee of Eighteen on the very day 
on which Signor Mussolini’s unwelcome message had been brought 
by Signor Bova Scoppa to the French Foreign Minister’s ears. 

On the morning of the 2nd March at Geneva, the meeting between 
Signor Bova Scoppa and Monsieur Flandin was followed by one 
between Monsieur Flandin and Mr. Eden, in which the French 
Foreign Minister learnt that his British colleague had been instructed 
by the Cabinet in Downing Street to propose that the existing 
sanctions should be tightened up and that the oil sanction should be 
imposed m addition. Monsieur Flandin thereupon asked Mr. Eden 
to agree to a further postponement of the oil sanction pending yet 
another attempt to mediate between the two belligerents ; and Mr. 
Eden appears to have asked and obtained over the telephone Mr. 
Baldwin’s consent to his falling in with Monsieur Flandin’s wishes. 
For an observer from outside, Mx. Eden’s pliancy on this occasion 
is not easy to understand , for there can be no doubt that his personal 
desire was that the oil sanction should be imposed ; he had behind 
him, now, his own colleagues in the Government of the United King- 
dom and also, as far as could bo judged, a preponderance of British 
public opinion; and, apart from the French delegation, he could 
count upon receiving support from a majority of the states repre- 
sented on the Committee of Eighteen and perhaps from a majority of 
all those represented on the Co-ordination Committee. In the course 
of the day he was to receive positive assurances of support from 
the representatives of the Soviet Union, Jugoslavia, Rumania and 
Turkey ; and, in the opinion of an able French journalist,^ almost 
aU states members, with the exception of Austria, Hungary, Switzer- 
land and Venezuela, would have voted for the oil sanction on this 
occasion. The readiness of Mr. Eden’s comphance with Monsieur 
Flandin’s wishes in these circumstances was perhaps partly due to 
a misapprehension of Monsieur Flandin’s intentions. Mr. Eden 
appears to have been under the impression that Monsieur Flandin 
had a concrete peace proposal to make, and that Italy was only to 
be granted a brief delay — ^no longer than forty-eight -hours — ^for 
giving a favourable response, failing which the oil sanction would 

^ Mme Tabouis in L'CEuwe, 3rd March, 1936. The account, here given, of 
the dealings between MM. Bova Scoppa, Flandin and Eden is mainly based 
upon a despatch from her which was publMied in L’CEmre of that date, 
n z 
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be imposed immediately without any further demur on Monsieur 
Plandin’s part. 

In any case, at the meeting of the Committee of Eighteen on the 
afternoon of the 2nd March, Monsieur Flan din anticipated the 
chairman, Senhor de Vasconcellos, when he was on the point of 
bringing up the question of the oil sanction, by proposing that, 
before the Committee of Eighteen proceeded any further with its 
work, the Committee of Thirteen should be asked to meet again — 
and this next day — ^to see whether it could make a fresh appeal to 
the belligerents to put an end to the war. Thereupon, Mr. Eden 
declared his willingness to fall in with Monsieur Flandin's proposal, 
on the ground that 'this procedure need not cause any undue delay 
seeing that the Committee of Eighteen had still some work to do 
in connexion with improving the existing sanctions. It was only in 
the form of an afterthought to this acquiescence in a further delay 
that Mr Eden launched his proposal for an oil sanction in the follow- 
ing terms : 

I think it only fair to the committee to make plain to them what is the 
view of His Majesty’s Government upon the experts’ report on the oil 
embargo His Majesty’s Government are prepared to accept any decision 
to which this committee may come, but I must make it clear that, having 
considered the findings of the experts’ report, His Majesty’s Government 
are m favour of the imposition of an oil embargo by the members of the 
League and are prepared to j oin m the early application of such a sanction 
if the other principal supplying and transporting states who are members 
of the League of Nations are prepared to do likewise. 

This contingent proposal which Mr. Eden thus laid before the 
Committee of Eighteen on the 2nd March was destined to have a 
far shghter effect upon the course of events than the resolution 
which was duly voted by the Committee of Thirteen on the 3rd: 

The Committee of Thirteen, acting in virtue of the mandate given to 
it by the Council in its resolution of the 19th December, addresses to 
both belligerents an urgent appeal for the immediate opening of negotia- 
tions within the framework of the League of Nations and in the spirit 
of the Covenant with a view to the prompt cessation of hostilities and 
the definite restoration of peace. The Committee of Thirteen will meet 
on the 10th March to hear the replies of the two Governments. 

Messages conveying this appeal were at once despatched to Addis 
Ababa and to Home ; but it will be noticed that the appeal contained 
no concrete suggestions for a settlement and mentioned no time- 
limit. These omissions were the monuments of French victories and 
British defeats in a battle, over the drafting of the resolution, which 
had been fought behind the scenes earlier in the day. Mr. Eden had 
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apparently pressed for the insertion of a time-Kmit of at any rate 
seventy -two hours, if not forty-eight; and he had also pressed — 
but likewise in vain — ^for making the cessation of hostilities a condi- 
tion which was to take effect upon acceptance of the appeal, instead 
of allowing it to be included among the subjects for subsequent 
negotiation. On the 2nd-3rd March, 1936, as on the 7th-8th Decem- 
ber, 1935, the British Foreign Secretary was out-manoeuvred and 
overboime by a French antagonist in the guise of a colleague. 

Monsieur Flandin’s victory over Mr. Eden was less sensational 
than Monsieur Laval’s over Sir Samuel Hoare ; but the consequences 
of this second diplomatic battle were perhaps not less important. 
On the 3rd March itself Signor Gayda, in the Oiornale d'lialia, 
chanted a paean of triumph over the French defeat of the British 
attempt to present Italy with an ultimatum. On the same day 
Signor Mussolini, in an address to his Cabinet which was afterwards 
published, rejoiced over the terms of the American Neutrality Act 
of the 29th February. And Monsieui* Flandin found time to ask the 
British Government for an assurance that they would fulfil their 
Locarno obligations immediately — even if Italy were to repudiate 
hers — in the event of a German breach of the Locarno Pact, before 
the French hypothesis was transformed into a European fact by 
Germany’s military reoccupation of the demilitarized zone of German 
territory in the Rhineland on the 7th March. 

Thus, in averting the imposition of the oil sanction on the 2nd 
March, Monsieur Flandin had achieved far more for Italy than the 
French Foreign Minister’s Italian beneficiaries could have dared to 
hope. He had postponed the application of this sanction not merely 
until the 1 0th March, 1936, but until the Greek Kalends. An affinna- 
tive reply to the Committee of Thirteen’s appeal of the 3rd March 
was received from the Emperor of Ethiopia, in a preliminary com- 
munication, as early as the 5th, and on the 8th Signor Mussolini 
signified his acceptance in principle. The Committee of Thirteen, 
however, reassembled not, as prescribed, on the 10th, but on the 
23rd ; and by that date the international situation had been trans- 
formed in ways wholly favourable to Italy and utterly disastrous for 
Abyssmia. 

La fact, on the 7th March, 1936, Herr Hitler had unintentionally, 
but none the less effectively, put the finishing touch to the work 
which had been done by Monsieur Flandin on the 2nd-3rd March, 
1 936, and by Monsieur Laval, before him, in November and December 
1935. The attention of the French and British Governments, which, 
through all the previous phases of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, 
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had never ceased to be half absorbed by a haunting fear of German 
action in Europe, was now wholly engrossed in a new and more 
poignant preoccupation with Germany — and this at the very moment 
when in Africa Italy was on the verge of military victory and Abys- 
sinia was in direst extremity. More than ever, the desire to restore 
the Stresa Front^ overbore in most French, and in some British, 
minds the desire to vindicate the Covenant of the League and to 
defend a fellow state member against an act of aggression in Africa. 
In the French view, which was short and personal, the Italian offence 
of attacking an unoffending neighbour in violation of the Covenant 
and of all Italy’s other treaty engagements, and then waging this 
unjust war by methods of barbarism which Italy had pledged herself 
to eschew, counted for nothing by comparison with the heinousness 
of the German offence of militarily reoccupying German-owned and 
German-administered territory in violation of treaties but without 
the taking of a single life or the dropping of a single explosive or 
incendiary bomb or poison-gas container. And this obliquity of 
moral vision was attested, for the information of Posterity, by the 
proposal — ^which was officially put forward, in all seriousness, as a 
result of the consultations between the Locarno Powers other than 
Germany — ^that the majesty of an offended law of nations should 
be vindicated by the posting, during an interim period, of Italian 
troops, cheek by jowl with British comrades-in-arms, to keep the 
peace along the Franco-German and Belgo-German border.^ When 
such a proposal as this could issue from the counsels of those Powers 
on whom the vindication of the Covenant against Italy principally 
depended, it had become manifest that Signor Mussolini had little 
now to fear from the League. 

He had the less to fear because the measure of Anglo-French 
agreement on the Rhenish question which was represented by this 
preposterous proposal was infinitesimal ; for, while it was true that 
opinion in Great Britain had been affected in the same way as opinion 
in France by Herr Hitler’s coup of the 7th March, the British reaction 
was so very much milder than the French that the net result was 
greatly to widen the gulf between the British and the French 
position. On the 12th April, 1936, when the width of this gulf 
was now apparent, the situation was trenchantly described in the 
following passage of an article in Le Temps: 

Great Britain, who is so anxious not to ratify the fait accompli in 

Ethiopia, seems to be resigning herself to that course in the Rhineland. 

^ See the Survey for 1935, vol. i, Part I, section (vi). 

^ This proposal will be dealt with in the Survey for 1936* 
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Last December Sir Samuel Hoare consented to sign with Monsieur Laval 
their notorious agreement because he already foresaw what was going 
to happen in Germany, and he therefore wished to obtain a rapid settle- 
ment of the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, even at the price of doing violence 
to principles. To-day the position has been inverted: Mr. Eden seems 
disposed to offer up the same principles as a sacrifice to Germany in order 
to be the freer to turn towards — or against — Italy 

This is the crux of the misunderstanding : for the British Government, 
the great question of the moment is that of Ethiopia , for the French 
Government, it is the question with w^hich we have been confronted by 
the Reich. The British Government maintains that the initiative taken 
by the Itahans on the 3rd October, 1935, is more serious than the initia- 
tive taken by the Germans on the 7th March, 193G. The French Govern- 
ment considers — and, in our view, it is right — that Germany’s gesture 
has shaken the very foundations of the European order and that it is 
therefore big wnth possible consequences w^hich are much more perilous 
to the cause of peace than an African expedition, however cruel. It is 
this divergence of view's that is at the bottom of the present confusion. 

While African questions were being ousted from the minds of most 
European statesmen and diplomatists, outside Italy, by Herr Hitler’s 
coup of the 7th March, 1936, the British Government found time to 
address written communications to the Italian Government, on the 
7th, 9th and 10th March, with regard to the bombing of a British 
Red Cross ambulance on Abyssinian territory by ItaHan airmen 
on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of that month.^ The resulting correspondence 
was pursued until the 10th April.^ The Secretariat of the League 
of Nations also received a protest on the same subject from the 
Abyssinian Government on the 7th March, and an apologia from 
the Itahan Government on the 17th March. 

On the 17th March, hkewise, the Abyssinian Government pubhshed 
a dementi of rumours that they were engaged in direct peace negotia- 
tions with the Italian Government; and on the 20th and the 21st 
the Abyssinian Minister in Paris addressed two letters to the Secre- 
tary-General of the League of Nations at Geneva. The second letter 
accused Italy of sprinkling poison gas upon Ethiopian civilians as 
well as combatants, and called upon states members to take effective 
steps for putting a stop to these Italian atrocities. The first letter 
pointed out that the Italian Government, in their reply of the 
8th March to the Committee of Thirteen’s appeal of the 3rd, had 
not declared in terms that they undertook to negotiate, as the 
committee had stipulated, ‘within the framework of the League of 
Nations and in the spirit of the Covenant The Abyssinian Govern- 

^ See p. 412, below* 

* Text of documents in British White Paper Omd. 5160 of 1936. 
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ment gave notice that their own acceptance of the appeal was con- 
ditional upon the fulfilment of these two stipulations (which had 
been laid down, not by the Abyssinian Government, but by the 
Committee of Thirteen itself). They went on to remind the League 
that, 'for fifteen months past’, Abyssinia had 'made pressmg appeals 
for the League’s intervention and that, up to the present, no effective 
solution’ had ‘been given to the Ethiopian demands’. They pro- 
ceeded to quote, with application to their own cause against Italy, 
words which had been used as recently as the 14th March at a meeting 
of the Council by the French and Belgian delegates in maintaming 
their cause against Germany. Finally, the Abyssinian Government 
put to the League the demand that ‘the assistance promised in 
Article 16 of the Covenant’ should be given to Abyssinia 'without 
delay and with aU the necessary effectiveness’. These were the 
circumstances in which the Committee of Thirteen reassembled at 
last on the 23rd March — ^this time in London, 

At this meeting the committee did not discuss the question of 
sanctions at all ; and though it did consider the Abyssinian request 
that Italy should be asked to give assurances of her acceptance of 
the two stipulations attaching to the committee’s appeal of the 3rd, 
the committee now rejected this request as inopportune. The sole 
outcome of a two-hours-long discussion in private was the following 
resolution: 

The Committee of Thirteen takes note of the repUes given by the two 
parties to the dispute to the appeal addressed to them on the 3rd March, 
It requests its chairman, assisted by the Secretary- General, to get into 
touch with the two parties and to take such steps as may be called for in 
order that the committee may be able, as soon as possible, to bring the 
two parties together and, withia the framework of the League of Nations 
and in the spirit of the Covenant, to bring about a prompt cessation of 
hostilities and the final restoration of peace. 

This fresh act of procrastination in London presented a melancholy 
contrast to a fighting speech on the subject of sanctions which was 
delivered in Eome by Signor Mussolini on the same day. The econo- 
mic siege of Italy, said the head of the Italian state on the 23rd 
March, had been undertaken by fifty-two states, but one state alone 
had desired it and imposed it. Signor Mussohni’s retort to League 
sanctions was a declaration of Italian autarheia. 

The task which MM. Flandin and Eden had thrust upon Senor 
de Madariaga, the chairman of the Committee of Thirteen, was as* 
arduous as it was invidious. Senor de Madariaga’s first communica- 
tion to Eome, which was despatched from London on the 23rd March 
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itself, was on the delicate subject of the Abyssinian complaints of 
Itahan atrocities. A first rebuff was administered to the mediator, 
before Sehor de Madariaga left London, by Signor Grandi, who 
declined an invitation to meet the Ethiopian Mmister to the Com't 
of St. James’s in Sehor de Madariaga’s presence. Thereafter, an 
invitation addressed on the 27th March by Sehor de Madariaga 
to the Government at Rome to send a delegate to meet him at 
Geneva to discuss the possibilities of a peace settlement was parried 
by the Itahan Government on the 2nd April, within twenty-four 
hours of its reception, with a comiter-invitation, couched in perhaps 
ironically polite language, for a visit by Sehor de Madariaga to 
Rome 'in order that a first exchange of views of a general character 
might take place’ in that city between the chamnan of the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen and the head of the Italian state. It was only 
after this that Signor Suvich answered Sehor de Madariaga’s letter 
of the 23rd March in a communication of the 3rd April — ^notably 
stiffer in tone than that of the 2nd April — ^in which he challenged 
the competence of the Committee of Thirteen to concern itseR with 
questions of atrocities, and at the same time inquired whether the 
committee had drawn the Abyssinian Government’s attention to 
the Italian Government’s charges of this nature, as it had drawn the 
Italian Government’s attention to the Abyssiman indictment. A 
few days later it was reported that the French Ambassador to the 
Quirinal, Monsieur de Chambrun, had brought from Rome to Paris 
a statement of the conditions on which Italy would be willing still 
to honour the obhgations which she had taken upon herself in the 
Locarno Pact. According to this report. Signor Mussolini was demand- 
ing, in return, an immediate repeal of all sanctions ; a recantation 
of the finding that Italy had broken the League Covenant by com- 
mitting an act of aggression ; and an acquiescence in a direct settle- 
ment between the Italian and the Abyssinian Governments, with 
the League’s participation. 

Meanwhile, the Ethiopian delegate to the League had informed 
Senor de Madariaga that he remained at his disposition, but had 
reserved his reply to the Committee of Thirteen’s appeal of the 3rd 
March pending the receipt of an assurance that the Italian Govern- 
ment intended to enter into the proposed negotiations within the 
framework of the League and in the spirit of the Covenant, as the 
Committee of Thirteen themselves had originally stipulated. On 
the 1st April Monsieur Wolde Mariam communicated to the Secre- 
tary«General a declaration from the Abyssinian Grovemment insisting 
upon this point and suggesting that the Italian 'acceptance in 
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principle’ of the appeal from the Committee of Thirteen had been 
nothing but a manoeuvre to prevent the imposition of the oil 
sanction by the Committee of Eighteen. 'By its words and its acts \ 
the Abyssinian Government maintained, the Italian Government 
was making it plain that it had 'no intention of ceasing hostilities 
and definitively re-establishing peace’ on the conditions stipulated. 

Ethiopia [the declaration went on] feels the greatest bitterness at 
having to take note that financial assistance has not yet been granted 
to her , that Article 16 has not been strictly applied ; and that, over and 
above this, the Italian Government has succeeded in obtaining an 
adjournment of the appHcation of an oil sanction voted five months ago, 
and flatters itself that it is going to obtain the suppression of all sanctions 
whatever by an unholy bargain Is this the spint of the Covenant ? 

After quoting some telling passages from a speech, delivered by 
Monsieur Flandin on the 29th March, which were at least as pertinent 
to Abyssinia’s case against Italy as they were to France’s case against 
Germany, the Ethiopian Government put forward the following 
precise demands ; 

(1) That the Ethiopian Government should now be given financial 
assistance which would enable* it to carry on its struggle agamst the 
aggressor on less unequal terms than at present ; 

(2) That all the obstacles and hindrances which were still being placed 
by certain states members in the way of the transport of arms consigned 
to the Ethiopian forces should now be removed ; 

(3) That the sanctions which were obligatory under Article 16 of the 
Covenant should now be reinforced and completed ; 

(4) That rapid steps should be taken to make the Government at 
Rome respect the laws of war and the international conventions, and to 
put a stop to the systematic destruction and extermination of innocent 
populations. 

On the 6th April, after his defeat by Marshal Badoglio in the 
Battle of Lake Ashangi,^ the Emperor Haile Selassie launched un- 
officially, through the correspondents of several British newspapers 
in Abyssinia, a desperate plea for the aid which he had a right to 
expect. On the same day, in the House of Commons at Westminster, 
Mr. Eden stood uneasily on the defensive against a host of critics. 
The British Government did, however, succeed in getting the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen convened for the 8th April. On the 7th 'A 
Supreme Appeal to aU the Organs and aU the Members of the 
League of Nations’ from the Emperor of Ethiopia was received by 
the Secretary-General of the League: 

Does collective security consist only in making platonic protests against 
the aggressor and in addressing words of compassion to his victim ? 

^ See p. 397, below. 
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At Rome on the 8th April — the day on which, at Geneva, the 
meeting of the Committee of Thirteen was taking place — Signor 
Mussolini declared to his Cabinet that the security of the Italian 
colonies would 'be fuUy attained through the complete annihilation 
of the AbjT'Ssinian mihtary formations — an annihilation which’ could 
'neither be averted nor be delayed’. 

In the Committee of Thirteen, on the same day, Mr. Eden spoke 
strongly both on the procrastination of the League and on the employ- 
ment of poison gas by the Itahans,^ wliile Monsieur Elan din echoed 
the Italian denial of the competence of the Committee of Thirteen 
to deal with this matter, and insisted that in any ease the Itahan 
charges against the Abyssinians must be placed on the same footing 
as the Abyssinian charges against the Italians. The Committee of 
Thu’teen then appointed a committee of jurists to examme the con- 
ventions which the Abyssinians and Itahans declared to have been 
violated; to consider the measures which states members of the 
League might be called upon to take for the punishment of such 
violation ; and to ascertain what was the competent organ for decid- 
ing this question. On the same day the Committee of Thirteen also 
addressed an urgent request to the International Red Cross at 
Geneva to communicate any information which it possessed in regard 
to the two belligerents’ mutual accusations. 

On the 9th the Committee of Thirteen received from the Inter- 
national Red Cross a refusal of their request, on the ground that the 
International Red Cross was debarred by its neutrality from com- 
municating to any other body any information which it had received 
either from its own delegates or from other parties. On the same day 
the committee of jurists reported that there was no provision, in 
the conventions in question, for any action in the event of their 
being violated, but that the Council of the League of Nations was 

^ A British memorandum entitled ‘Alleged Italian Use of Poison Gas: Note 
communicated by the United Kingdom Delegation’ was circulated on the 8th 
April to the Committee of Thirteen. During the past few weeks, British opmion 
had been displaying great uneasiness at the reports of the Italian use of 
poison gas (particidarly of mustard gas), which were attested by foreign 
observers whose ability to verify the facts could not reasonably be doubted. 
A debate in the House of Lords at Westminster on the 30th March, 1936, on a 
question put by Lord Cecil, and a series of questions in the House of Commons, 
as well as correspondence published in the press, showed that, while there was 
great reluctance to believe the allegations against Italy without full official 
confirmation, there was also a realization that to condone Italy’s breach of the 
1925 protocol prohibiting chemical warfare was not only to share to some 
extent in her guilt but ako to increase the risk that the same methods might 
be applied in future on occasions which might be of more direct personal 
interest to the Governments and peoples of European states. 
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competent to deal with any violations of any treaties, and could 
delegate its power to such of its organs as it might think fit. A 
further legal inquiry into the question whether the Committee of 
Thirteen came within this category was averted by the intervention 
of Mr. Eden, who drew attention to the fact that the records of the 
Suez Canal Company showed that large quantities of poison gas had, 
as a matter of fact, been sent from Italy to the Italian army in 
East Africa.^ Eventually the committee addressed 'a pressing appeal 
to both [sic] belligerents to take all necessary measures for preventing 
any breaches of the international conventions and of the principles 
of the law of nations ’ — ^but even this appeal was delivered by fche 
committee, not as one speaking with authority, but as 'an interpreter 
of the emotion aroused in public opinion' by the Italian and Abys- 
sinian recriminations. The committee begged both parties for ' assur- 
ances susceptible of making this emotion disappear The Abyssiman 
Government gave, on the 10th April, the assurance asked for, while 
protestmg against the unwillingness of the committee to discriminate 
in this matter between the two parties. The Italian Government 
replied on the 1 1th in a telegram taking note of the fact that their 
own accusations against the Abyssinians were being taken up by 
the League. In regard to the Abyssinian accusations against Italy, 
the telegram from Rome simply asserted that 'a respect for the laws 
of war has been, and is, the constant rule of the Italian Army'. 

Meanwhile, in the matter of the proposed peace negotiations, the 
Committee of Thirteen had decided on the 8th that Seiior de Mada- 
riaga should not accept the Italian invitation to visit Rome. On 
the afternoon of the 9th Baron Aloisi arrived in Geneva and Senor 
de Madariaga had an interview with him there. Baron Aloisi 
declared that he had come solely to take part in the discussions 
between the Locarno Powers, and that he had no instructions about 
the Italo-Abyssioian conflict. He complained of the fact that the 
Italian invitation to Senor de Madariaga had not yet been acknow- 
ledged; but at the same time he told Senor de Madariaga that the 
Italian Government would be prepared to send a representative to 
Geneva after Easter, though they would prefer the alternative which 
they themselves had suggested. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Thirteen on the 10th, when the 
sense of this conversation with Baron Aloisi was reported by Senor 
de Madariaga, there was another battle between Mr. Eden and 
Monsieur Elandin, Mr. Eden proposed that the Italian Government's 

^ The amount declared, in transit, by the Italian authorities down to the 
end of February 1936 appears to have been 269 tons. 



Scci. X 


THE EXPERTS’ REPORT ON OIL 


347 


offer to send a delegate to Geneva should be accepted; that Italo- 
Abyssinian conversations should begin at Geneva as soon as the 
Italian delegate arrived; that Senor de Madariaga and Monsieur 
Avenol should be present at these conversations ; and that the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen should remain in session, so long as the conver- 
sations continued, in order to keep in touch and be ready to take 
action. On the other side, Monsieur Flandin proposed that the Com- 
mittee of Thii'tecn should adjourn while the conversations were 
taking place ; that discretion should be given to Senor de Madariaga 
to reconvene the committee when he thought fit ; and that it should 
be laid down that Seiior de Madariaga and Monsieur Avenol were 
to be present at the It alo -Abyssinian negotiations as mere observers 
and not as participants. Finally it was agreed to adjourn the 
Committee of Thirteen until the foUowmg Thursday, the 16th 
April, and to leave the role of MM. Avenol and de Madariaga 
undefined. 

On the 12th April the Secretary-General of the League received 
another telegram from the Emperor Haile Selassie once more protest- 
ing against the League’s delays and against Italy’s atrocities. 
Meanwhile, pending the arrival of the Italian delegate, Senor de 
Madariaga and Monsieur Avenol had a further interview with the 
Ethiopian delegation, at which the latter once more refused to enter 
into direct negotiations with the Italian Government and demanded 
that Italy’s war aims should be unmasked and the Covenant imple- 
mented. On the 14th April the Empress of Abyssinia broadcast, 
from Addis Ababa, an appeal to the World to come to the rescue of 
her country in its desperate struggle against an aggressor who was 
waging his unjust war by methods of barbarism. 

On the 15tli April Baron Alois! reappeared at Geneva — ^this time 
with power to talk about the Italo-Abyssinian conflict to Senor 
de Madariaga. What the chairman of the Committee of Thirteen 
heard from the Italian delegate at a meeting between them on that 
day was reported in the following terms by the League Secretariat: 

1. With reference to the Italian Government’s telegram of the 8th 
March, 1936, the Italian delegation informs the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen that its Government definitively agrees to the im- 
mediate opening of negotiations with a view to the cessation of hostilities. 
The cessation may be the outcome of the signature either of an armistice 
or of preliminaries of peace. An armistice could only be negotiated 
between military commanders. Inasmuch as its main object would be 
to ensure the safety of the armies during the suspension, the guarantee 
that would be demanded would doubtless exceed the scope of the 
demands in connexion with preliminaries of peace* Moreover, the 
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negotiation of an armistice might take as long as that of prohminariea 
of peace. 

Being anxious to emphasize the Italian Government’s desire to respond 
as effectively as possible to the invitation of the Committee of Thirteen, 
the Italian delegation accordingly pronounces in favour of the immediate 
opening of negotiations for preliminaries of peace. 

II. The Italian delegation feels bound to point out that such negotia- 
tions could not be based on any situation other than the actual situation 
as it presents itself after six months of military operations. In taking its 
stand on the ground of concihation, the Committee of Thirteen no doubt 
agrees that there is a de facto situation. 

The Italian delegation does not ask the Committee of Tliirteen to 
recognize that situation, but merely not to ignore it. 

III. For these reasons the Italian delegation considers that the only 
method suited to that situation is the method of direct negotiations. It 
is prepared to consider any means of enabling the Committee of Thirteen 
to be kept informed of the negotiations. 

It would suggest that the venue of the negotiations should be fixed at 
Ouchy. 

IV . The Italian delegation takes this opportunity to express its hope 
that the outcome of these negotiations wiU be such as to enable the 
Italian Government to resume active participation with the League of 
Nations in consonance with the general situation. 

These Italian proposals were communicated to the Ethiopian 
delegation and were rejected by it on the strength of the terms in 
which the Committee of Thirteen had framed its appeal of the 3rd 
March. 

In demanding that the Ethiopian people should be abandoned to the 
aggressor [the Ethiopian delegation declared] the Italian Government 
was m reality doing nothing less than fixing its price for a deal* Italy 
would sell her support in a European dispute in return for the raising of 
sanctions and for the abandonment of the League’s concern with Italy’s 
act of aggression [m Africa]. 

The Ethiopian delegation asked the Committee of Thirteen to 
certify that the Italian Government had not agreed to negotiate 
within the framework of the League of Nations and in the spirit of 
the Covenant. It also urged that the moment had now come for 
applying against the aggressor aU the sanctions contemplated in 
Article 16 of the Covenant, and for thereby fulfilling the obligation, 
which the states members of the League had taken on themselves, 
of coming to the aid of a victim of aggression both immediately and 
effectively. This Abyssinian reply was afterwards embodied in a 
written communication which was presented to Senor de Madariaga 
on the 16th. In the course of that day, at Senor de Madariaga’s 
instance, the Italian delegation modified its terms to the point of 
declaring that it was ‘ready to examine every means that might 
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give the Committee of Thirteen the opportunity of being informed 
about the direct negotiations [between the two belligerent Govern- 
ments] ’ ; but when — in accordance with a decision of the Committee 
of Thirteen at a meeting held that afternoon — ^this concession, such 
as it was, was communicated by Senor de Madariaga next morning 
to the Ethiopian delegation, the latter expressed the view that this 
was not a substantial modification of the original Italian proposals, 
and it announced that on this account it stood by its previous 
declaration. These were the circumstances in which the Committee 
of Thirteen reassembled on the afternoon of the 17th April. On this 
occasion Senor de Madariaga formally reported to the committee 
the failure of the mission with which the committee had charged him 
on the 23rd March; and, upon this, the Committee of Thirteen 
decided to make a report to the Council (a step which was equivalent 
to marking time, since the Council consisted of the members of the 
committee together with the two parties to the dispute). On the 
same day, the 17th April, another urgent appeal to the League was 
telegraphed from Addis Ababa by the Emperor. A report drafted 
by Senor de Madariaga was adopted by the Committee of Thirteen 
on the 18th April.^ 

The Council of the League could be summoned on this occasion 
without delay, since the session begun in London on the 14th March 
had been simply adjourned on the 24th^ instead of being closed. 
Accordingly the session was resumed at Geneva on the 20th April ; 
and, at a private sitting that morning, the first business transacted 
was to place the Italo-Abyssinian dispute upon the agenda which, 
so far, had been confined at this session to the single question of the 
situation relating to the Locarno treaties. At an immediately follow- 
ing pubhc sitting Senor de Madariaga presented the report of the 
Committee of Thirteen, and Baron Aloisi and Monsieur Wolde 
Mariam then spoke m turn for the states which they respectively 
represented. 

The Itahan delegate opened his speech with the proposition ‘that 
no Government’ had ‘ever given the League of Nations proofs of 
goodwill that could be compared with those given by the Italian 

^ The committee also instructed Senor de Madariaga to address a letter 
of protest to the International Eed Cross in regard to their refusal to furnish 
information, and a letter of inquiry to the It^an Government m regard to 
their use of poison gas. Both letters were duly despatched on the 18th April. 
The International Eed Cross sent a reply to Senor de Madariaga on the 24th. 

® This League Council session of the 14th-24th March, 1936, in London 
will he dealt with in the Bv,rvey for 1936 in connexion with the transactions 
arising out of the German military reoccupation of the Ehineland. 



350 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect. X 


Government, whicL’ had ^remained within the League even after 
the denial of justice of which Italy’ had 'to complain’. He wont on 
to argue that the Itahan proposals which he had conveyed on the 
15th April to Senor de Madariaga did not imply a rejection of the 
Committee of Thirteen’s stipulations that the peace negotiations, 
for which it had appealed on the 3rd March, should be conducted 
'within the framework of the League of Nations and in the spirit of 
the Covenant’. He insisted that any agreement — whether in the 
form of peace preliminaries or in the form of an armistice — for a sus- 
pension of hostilities must provide for an Italian military occupation 
of all the Abyssinian mobilization centres, including the capital and 
the points on the frontier through which arms were being imported 
— 'that is to say, virtually the occupation of the whole enemy 
territory’. He asserted that Abyssinia, not Italy, had been respon- 
sible for the break-down of the conciliation procedure. He denied 
the competence of the Committee of Thirteen to inquire into Itahan 
atrocities — and, in this connexion, he made an indirect avowal of the 
truth of the Abyssinian charge that the Itahan army in Africa had 
been using poison gas m violation of the protocol of the 17th June, 
1925. This protocol, Baron Alois! declared, 

contams no provision forbidding, in restriction of the vahdity of general 
principles, the exercise of the right of reprisals against atrocities such as 
those of which Itahan soldiers have been victims — atrocities for which 
the documentary evidence has been brought to the knowledge of ah the 
states members of the League of Nations. 

Monsieur Wolde Mariam’s speech took the form of a compact 
reminder of the diplomatic action which the Ethiopian delegation 
had taken up to date. It had asked the League to certify that the 
sole reason why the Itahan Government had accepted 'in principle’ 
the Committee of Thirteen’s appeal had been to gain time ; to post- 
pone the appheation of the oU sanction and of all the other sanctions ; 
and to try to do a deal, at Abyssinia’s expense, over the sale of Italy’s 
support to other European Powers in a European dispute. The 
Itahan Government, Monsieur Wolde Mariam contended, had now 
made it clear that they had never had any intention of responding 
to the Committee of Thirteen’s appeal bona fide. The Ethiopian 
Government demanded that the Council should draw the necessary 
conclusions from this fact, and that the League should apply the 
provisions of Article 16 of the Covenant in their entirety, in order to 
make it impossible for an aggressor to triumph. 

In the next pubhc sitting, which followed on the same afternoon, 
the delegates of aU states members of the Council spoke, including 
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those of the two parties to the dispute who had already spoken that 
morning. 

Baron Aloisi took objection to the Abyssinian insinuation that 
Italy was seeking to do a deal with her European neighboms for 
seUing them her support in Europe at the price of their acquiescence 
in her aggression in Africa; but he immediately went on to state 
the Abyssinian proposition as his own in other words : 

The [present] check to conciliation [in the Italo-Abyssinian conflict] 
is going to have the effect of also postponing Itahan collaboration in the 
work of pacification in Europe. This European pacification will have 
to follow the settlement of the Italo-Ethiopian conflict ; and that conflict 
ought never to have been allowed to pass beyond the bounds of its 
strictly colonial setting. 

Mr. Eden, who spoke next, admitted and emphasized the gravity 
of the situation in which the League now found itself: 

The confidence which members of the League of Nations wiU feel 
justified in placing in this organization in the future must in a large 
measure be influenced by its success or failure in the present instance. 

He also declared, once again, the British Govermnent^s readiness, 
not only to maintain the existing sanctions, but to reinforce them: 

At this solemn hour, when we must each of us be conscious of the 
gravity of our decision, Governments must be prepared to shoulder 
their responsibflities and clearly to state the pohcy which they are pre- 
pared to pursue. In the view of His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom, it is our manifest duty as members of the League at least to 
maintain those economic and financial sanctions in connexion with this 
dispute. In order, however, that there may be no shadow of doubt about 
the position of His Majesty’s Government, I must make it clear that, 
in addition to the action under Article 16 which has already been taken, 
His Majesty’s Government, as has previously been stated, are ready and 
willing to consider, together with their fellow members of the League, 
the imposition of any further economic and financial sanctions that may 
be considered necessary and effective for the fulfilment of the obligations 
which we all of us bear in this dispute. 

The British delegate then went on to discuss the probable nemesis, 
for the inhabitants of Europe, of the sin of one European Power in 
using poison gas in Africa. 

It is, in the judgment of His Majesty’s Government, impossible not 
to take account of the evidence which exists and which goes to show that 
poison gas has been used by the Italian armies in their campaign against 
Abyssinians, themselves utterly unprovided with any means of defence 
against this method of warfare, which has been outlawed by the nations. 
Not only the two belligerents, but nearly all the nations of the World, 
are parties to the Gas Protocol of 1925. Is there one nation here, one 
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nation anywhere on the Earth’s surface, which is not interested in its 
observance ? This protocol concerns the inhabitants of every great city 
in the World. It is for them a charter agamst extermination. If a 
convention such as this can be tom up, wiU not our peoples, whether 
living m the thronged cities of Western Europe or in less densely- 
crowded areas elsewhere, ask, and ask with reason, what is the value of 
any international instmment to which our representatives put their 
names, how can we have confidence that om own folk, despite all 
solemnly signed protocols, will not be burned, blinded and done to 
death in agony hereafter ? These are questions which every member 
of the Council must put to himself to-day. 

Finally, Mr. Eden touched upon the questions with which states 
members would be faced if the League of Nations were to break down : 

If as a consequence of the final outcome of this dispute the authority 
of the League were so shaken that its future utility as the best instrument 
for the preservation of mternational peace were placed in doubt, then 
we shoifid each of us have to consider the pohcy which in that situation 
it would be our duty to pursue. This is not a prophecy but an anxiety. 

Monsieur Paul-Boncour, who spoke next, made it clear — ^with an 
almost ostentatious cynicism — ^that whether or not Italy was anxious 
to do the deal which Abyssinia accused her of designing, France, for 
her part, was eager for a bargain with Italy on these iniquitous 
terms. In spite, Monsieur Paul-Boncour declared, of the check 
that had overtaken an attempt at conciliation which had been made 
at the instance of the French Government, this attempt must not 
be interrupted; ‘it must continue until it arrives at its goal’ — a 
sinister condition for a French statesman to lay down at a moment 
when the Italian armies were marching upon Addis Ababa, and 
when their objective had been declared by Signor Mussolini, as 
lately as the 8th April, to be ‘the complete annihilation of the Abys- 
sinian military formations while, in Monsieur Paul-Boncour’s own 
presence in the Council Chamber that very morning, Baron Aloisi 
had declared that the Italian condition for ceasing fire was ‘virtually 
the occupation of the whole enemy territory Monsieur Paul- 
Boncour, however, did not attempt to conceal the fact that, under 
the pretext of conciliation, France was ready, without turning a 
hair, to hold the ting for an aggressor while he completed the destruc- 
tion of his victim, so long as France thought that there was a chance 
of her being able to engage the aggressor thereafter, when his triumph 
had given him the leisure to turn his hand to other enterprises, as 
her own hired assassin for a performance in the European arena : 

Passing divergences must not prevent us from finding ourselves united 
^ See p. 345, above. ® See p, 350, above. 
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again in face of the formidable eventuahties that now weigh upon Europe 
as a result of certain events . . . We need peace in Ethiopia in order to 
address ourselves to the dangers with which Europe is threatened We 
need a settlement of the position of a great country vis-a-vis the League 
of Nations, in order that this country may take part in the work of 
European construction , and I note with satisfaction that the representa- 
tive of Italy has graciously drawn our attention, on this point, to the 
fact that this is also the desire of his own country 

Thus the representative of France avowed more frankly than the 
representative of Italy the ' deal’ which the European states members 
of the League were bemg accused of making with one another at an 
African member’s expense; and when Monsieur Paul-Boncour sat 
down there was a pause — ^before the President of the Coxmcil reahzed 
that this was actually all that the French delegate had to say. The 
Russian delegate, Monsieur Potemldn, who spoke next, took a 
larger view. He ascribed the ill-success of the League to 'the absence 
of the necessary certainty that all the members of the League of 
Nations’ would ‘show soUdarity in an equal degree in face of every 
act of aggression. ’ He denounced the existence, ‘in the very bosom 
of the League, ’ of ‘ a tendency to treat the aggressor with a tolerance, 
and even an indulgence, that actually increased in the same ratio as 
the aggressor’s own arrogance and tenacity’. And he declared that 
the most dangerous thing of all was that this was happening just 
at the moment when there was ‘an imperious necessity for a union 
of endeavours to avert the catastrophe with which Humanity’ was 
‘threatened’. 

Sehor de Madariaga made the point — and the very stones of the 
Council Chamber would assuredly have cried out, if one Councillor 
had not avowed it at last — ^that 

the situation with regard to the Covenant is inevitably abnormal. 
Whether or not this was what we wished, the efforts that we are maldng 
to achieve peace simultaneously with the logical development of the 
Covenant have landed us in a completely self-contradictory procedure. 
Several months ago we declared . . . that Italy’s action in Ethiopia was 
contrary to the Covenant. At the same time, we are exerting ourselves 
to arrive at a settlement by conciliation. ISut, gentlemen, since the 
moment when we recognized, now several months ago, that there was 
an act of aggression and a victim of it, we can only work for conciliation 
in the somewhat illogical and difficult form of a conciliation between 
an aggressor and his victim. 

Of the other speakers, Monsieur Borberg (Denmark) supported Mr. 
Eden in urging that the existing sanctions ought to be reinforced, and 
Mr. Bruce (Australia) and Senor Ruiz-Guinazu (Argentina) in agree- 
ing that they ought at any rate to be maintained as they were (though 
n A a . 
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the Argentinian delegate definitely declared himself against rein- 
forcement). In his denunciation of the Itahan use of poison gas, Mr. 
Eden also received support from Senhor de Vasconcellos (Portugal). 
On the other hand, Senor Garcia Oldini (Chile) and Seilor Zaldum- 
bide (Ecuador) supported Monsieur Paul-Boncour in insisting that tlic 
present 'check’ to the League’s efforts at conciliation ought not to 
be placed at Italy’s door rather than at Abyssinia’s, and that the 
conciliation procedure ought to be continued. 

Thereafter the Council retired into private session to discuss 
the text of a resolution which had been drafted by Senor de Madariaga, 
which evoked an outburst of indignation from Monsieur Wolde 
Mariam : 

When the Italian Government has hurled in the face of the League of 
Nations, and of the whole World, the defiance of Force against Right, 
will the Council be content to address a new supreme and platonic appeal 
to Italy for her collaboration in the maintenance of peace ? Is that the 
effective assistance to which the states members pledged themselves 
when they signed Article 16 of the Covenant ? Is that the execution of 
the promise made by the League of Nations to the victim of aggression 
in October 1935 ? Will the League bow before the fait accompli because 
this is the work of a powerful state and because the victim has no ally ? 
The Ethiopian delegation is convinced that the Council is on the way 
to creatmg a precedent which will be dangerous for the security and for 
the relations of the peoples [of the World], for the lasting maintenance 
of peace, and for the observance of international engagements. 

After the President of the Council had gravely reproved the 
Ethiopian delegate for the diplomatic enormity of calling a spade 
a spade, the public sitting was resumed at 10 p.m., and the ^aft 
resolution, as amended in private, was now adopted in the following 
terms : 

The Council takes note of the report of the Committee of Thirteen, 
approves of and renews the appeal addressed by the committee to the 
two parties for the prompt cessation of hostilities and the restoration of 
peace in the framework of the League of Nations and the spirit of the 
Covenant ; 

Notes that on the 5th March the Ethiopian Government, in reply to 
this appeal, agreed to the opening of negotiations subject to the provi- 
sions of the Covenant being respected. It is noted that the Committee 
of Thirteen’s proposal was made, and that the negotiations were to be 
conducted, in the spirit of the Covenant and ha the framework of the 
Lea^e of Nations ; 

Likewise notes that on the 8th March the Italian Government, ha reply 
to this appeal, ' agreed in principle to the opening of negotiations con- 
cerning the settlement of the conflict’ \ 

Regrets that the mformation obtained by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen and the Secretary-General of the League shows that 
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the efioria at conciliation made by the Committee of Thirteen in accor- 
dance with this appeal to the two parties have not succeeded , 

Regrets that in these circumstances it has not been possible to brmg 
about the cessation of hostihties, and that the war is continuing under 
conditions which had been declared to be contrary to the Covenant, and 
which involve execution of the obligations laid upon the members of 
the League in such a case by the Covenant ; 

Addresses to Italy a supreme appeal that, in view of present circum- 
stances which call for the co- operation of all the nations, she should 
bring to the settlement of her dispute with Ethiopia that spirit which the 
League of Nations is entitled to expect from one of its origmal members 
and a permanent member of the Council , 

Recalls that Italy and Ethiopia are bound by the protocol of the 17th 
June, 1925, on the use of asphyxiating, poisonous, and other gases, and 
by the convention regarding the conduct of war to which these two states 
are parties, and emphasizes the importance which has been attached 
to these mstr aments by aU the contracting states. 

Baron Aloisi voted against this resolution ; the Ecuadorian delegate 
read out a statement declaring that his Government, while approving 
the resolution as a whole, dissociated themselves from the paragraph 
relating to sanctions ; the Ethiopian delegate repeated in public what 
he had said in private a few minutes before. The Council then dis- 
persed; and the interval of three weeks which elapsed before the 
next meeting on the 11th May gave the Itahan armies in Africa the 
time which they needed in order to complete the execution of their 
programme of annihilating the Abyssinian armed forces and occupy- 
ing the most important parts of the enemy territory — ^military opera- 
tions which were being carried on in Africa with unremitting vigour 
during the weeks and months through which the so-caUed 'concilia- 
tion procedure ’ was being protracted in Europe. 

The news of the Abyssinian military and pohtical collapse which 
now came in thick and fast was punctuated by the death-cries of 
the Shoan Empire. An address, making a last appeal, was read to 
the foreign journalists in Addis Ababa on the 22nd April by the 
Emperor’s daughter, Princess Tsahai, in the presence, and on behalf, 
of her mother the Empress ; and in the same place, on the 27th, an 
appeal was made to the same audience by the princess herself: 

For God’s sake help us. Gret something done that will really harm the 
Italian armies and not merely the Italian people. . . . Use your numbers 
and your power to organize mass meetings and prepare petitions in aU 
parts of every country. Rally your husbands, brothers, sons, and force 
them to use their massed strength to force the Parliaments and rulers 
to take action. 

Do I ask you purely selfishly to do this ? No. We are only a small 
race ; but I am seventeen and its leading daughter, and I know, as you 
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know, that if Mankind lets armies and gas destroy my country and 
people, Civilization will be destroyed too. We have common cause, you 
and I. 

Why, therefore, do not all do something to drive off this common 
danger to Humanity, this agony, this death by bomb, shell, and gas, 
before it again establishes itself as it is doing here now, soon to spread 
fatally to your homes and your menfolk too ? Itahan aggression and gas 
have set Humanity a test. If you fail to help us now, we all shall die. 

The Princess Tsahai had already sent a personal appeal to Monsieur 
Herriot in a telegram which had been received by the French states- 
man at Lyon on the 26th : 

After months of struggle, we all of us — ^the mothers, wives and sisters 
of our brave warriors — ^turn, in our terror at the cruelty of our enemy, 
to you, Monsieur Herriot. We turn, with anguish and supplication, to 
a man who stands for a better Humanity — ^the Humanity of to-morrow 
which we would fain see become the Humanity of to-day. 

The mechanism of Geneva is slow, and the war will go on pursuing its 
course before the sanctity of engagements at last prevails ; but you have 
it m your power to use your authority for seeing that a stop is put to tho 
cruel use of gas. Your heart cannot remain insensible to the sufferings of 
our children who — ^in a struggle which is made utterly unequal by the 
means that are at the enemy’s disposal — are gettmg themselves out to 
pieces. . . . 

Por centuries our people has known how to preserve intact the soil of 
our dear country. It has always known how to show a high courage ; 
but to-day courage and self-sacrifice are not enough to repulse a 
rapacious enemy; the disproportion in means of warfare is too great. 
So our sons are being decimated, being burnt, being lacerated. They 
are draggmg themselves along to escape the bite of the poison cloud 
which the enemy is launching upon us iSke a demon from the skies. 

AH of us who are suffering in sympathy with our soldiers, whose hearts 
are being broken by the calamity that is overwhelming us — ^we address 
to you this cry of distress on behalf of our husbands, our sons, our 
brothers. The horror of a war like this ought to be ended without a 
moment’s delay. 

We are sure that you will not remain deaf to our appeal. You know 
that an unjust war has been forced upon us. You are acquainted with 
the history of the last months, in which our independence has been recog- 
nized by everybody. It must not founder. Do not let it. 

The last sound of this piteous voice crying m the Ethiopian wilder- 
ness — Sb voice which combined the accents of appeal and denuncia- 
tion — ^was heard in a message which was communicated by the Em- 
peror Haile Selassie to the correspondent of The Times at Addis 
Ababa on the 29th April : 

Do the peoples of the World not yet realize that by fighting on until 
the bitter end I am not only performing my sacred duty to my people, 
but standing guard in the last citadel of collective seemity ? Are they 
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too blind to see that I have my responsibilities to the whole of Humanity 
to face ? 

I must still hold on until my tardy allies appear. And if they never 
come, then I say prophetically and without bitterness: 'The West will 
perish'. 

On the 2nd May the Emperor, with his family and his suite, left 
Addis Ababa by railway — to become an exile at the moment when 
his train, m route for Djibouti, passed out of Ethiopian into French 
territory.^ In a letter dated the 7th May, which was published in 
The Thues on the 8th, the Ethiopian Minister in London stated that 
' a group of Ministers ’ were ' still carrying on the Government in the 
West, and’ were ^ in possession of the archives which were saved from 
Addis Ababa He added that ' under present conditions it would not 
be politic for ’ him ‘ to reveal the location of the Government head- 
quarters, as this would merely invite the use of bombs and poison 
gas in the area’. This statement was repeated by Dr. Martin in a 
further letter of the 20th May which was published in The Times on 
the 21st. And these statements were not contrary to the information 
received by the British Government, to judge by a statement made 
in the House of Commons at Westminster by Mr. Baldwin on the 
11th May in answer to a parliamentary question. 

So far as His Majesty’s Government are aware [Mr. Baldwin stated 
on this occasion] the constitution of the Ethiopian Cabinet is identical 
with that existing before the departure of the Emperor, with the ex- 
ception of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who accompanied His 
Majesty, while the Minister for War was recently killed in action. 

A report coming from Khartum on the 13th May located the new 
provisional capital of the Empire of Ethiopia at Gore, a town lying 
slightly south of a line drawn due west from Addis Ababa at a point 
about two-thirds of the way from Addis Ababa to the Sudan frontier. 

Meanwhile, the Italian troops had entered Addis Ababa on the 
6th May, as is recorded in another part of this volume,^ and Signor 
MussoHni was quick to treat this Italian military occupation of the 
Ethiopian capital, following upon the withdrawal of the reigning 
Emperor of Ethiopia from Ethiopian to foreign soil, as an event which 
signified, not merely the end of the Italo-Abyssinian War, but also 
the end of Abyssinia itself as a sovereign independent state. At 
5.45 p.m. on the 5th May, 1936, an hour and three quarters after 

^ After arriving at Djibouti on the 3rd May, 1936, the Emperor was con- 
veyed to Haifa on board a British warship between the 4th and 8th, arrived 
at Jerusalem on the 8th, and left Jerusalem for London on the 23rd. 
This second voyage, which he made, once again, on board a British warship, 
brought him to London on the 3rd June. ^ See p. 400, below. 
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Marshal Badogho’s entry into Addis Ababa, the inhabitants of Italy 
were called out into the streets for a national rally to mark the end of 
the war in East Africa, in repetition of the so-called national mobiliza- 
tion of the 2nd October, 1935,^ which had marked the opening of 
hostilities ; and once again the crowds were addressed, from a balcony 
of the Palazzo Venezia, by Signor Mussolini. 

I announce to the Itahan people and to the World that the war is 
jBmshed. I announce to the Italian people and to the World that peace 
IS re-established. It is not without emotion and without pride that I, 
after seven months of bitter hostihties, utter this great word. But it is 
strictly necessary that I should add that it is our peace, the Roman peace, 
which is expressed in this simple, irrevocable, definitive proposition: 
Abyssinia is Itahan — ^Itahan in fact because occupied by our victorious 
armies, Itahan by right because with the sword of Rome it is Civilization 
which triumphs over Barbarism. ... At the raUy of the 2nd October I 
solemnly promised that I would do everything possible in order to 
prevent an African conflict from developing into a European war. I 
have mamtained that pledge, and I am more than ever convinced that 
to disturb the peace of Europe means to bring about the coUapse of 
Europe But I must immediately add that we are ready to defend our 
brilhant victory with the same intrepid and inexorable decision with 
which we have gained it. 

The finishing touch was given to the fait accompli with which 
Signor Mussolini had now confronted the League of Nations and the 
World when, on the evening of the 9th May, he announced to the 
Italian people, from the same place, the passage of a decree annexing 
Abyssinia to Italy and investing the Edng of Italy with the title of 
Emperor: 

Officers, N.C O.s, soldiers of aU the armed forces of the state in Africa 
and in Italy, Blackshirts of the revolution, Italian men and women in 
the Fatherland and in the World, hsten. 

With the decisions that you will learn within a few moments, decisions 
acclaimed by the Grand Council of Fascism, a great event is accom- 
plished. The fate of Abyssinia is sealed to-day, the 9th May, in the 
fourteenth year of the Fascist era. 

AU knots were cut by our gleaming sword, and the African victory 
remains in the history of the fatherland entire and tmsuUied, a victory 
such as the legionaries that have faUen and those that survive dreamed 
of and wiUed. Italy has her empire at last : a Fascist empire because it 
bears the indestructible tokens of the wiU and of the power of the Roman 
lictors, because this is the goal towards which, during fourteen years, 
were spurred on the exuberant and disciplined energies of the young and 
dashing generations of Italy. An empire of peace, because Italy desires 
peace, for herself and for aU men, and she decides upon war only when 
it is forced upon her by imperious, irrepressible necessities of life. Aji 

^ See p. 200, above. 
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empire of civilization and of humanity for all the populations of Abys- 
sinia That IS in the tradition of Rome, who, after victory, associated 
the peoples with her own destiny. 

Here is the law, 0 Itahans, which closes one period of our history and 
opens up another like a vast pass openmg on all the possibilities of the 
future : 

‘(1) The territories and the peoples that belonged to the Empire 
of Abyssinia are placed under the full and entire sovereignty of the 
Kingdom of Italy. 

‘ (2) The Title of Emperor has been assumed for himself and for his 
successors by the King of Italy.’ 

Officers, N.G O.s, soldiers of aU the armed forces of the state in Africa 
and m Italy, Blackshirts, ItaHan men and women * 

The Italian people has created the empire with its blood. It wiU 
fertihze it with its labour and will defend it against anybody whomso- 
ever with its arms. In this supreme certainty, legionaries, raise up on 
high your insignia, your weapons, and your hearts, to salute after fifteen 
centuries the reappearance of the empire upon the fateful hiUs of Rome. 
Will you be worthy of it ? [Tremendous shouts of ‘Yes’.] 

This answering cry is as a sacred oath that binds you before God and 
before men for life and for death. Blackshirts, legionaries, the salute to 
the King. 

By another decree, which was promulgated on the 10th May, 
Marshal Badoglio was appointed Governor-General of Ethiopia with 
the title of Viceroy and with full powers.^ 

At Geneva, on the 10th May, a copy of the Italian decree of the 9th 
was handed by Signor Bova Scoppa to Monsieur Avenol. Other copies 
were presented by Signor Grand! to the Foreign Office in Whitehall, 
and by Signor Cerruti to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the Quai 
d’Orsay, on the 12th. On the lith and the 16th in Rome, the two 
decrees were converted into laws by successive acts of the Italian 
Chamber and the Italian Senate. 


(xi) The Italian Military Operations in Abyssinia 

{ a ) Geogeaphioal and Psychological Faotoes 

The scene of the war which was launched in East Africa by Signor 
Mussolini on the 3rd October, 1935, was one of the intermediate 
sections of a vast belt of country, defined by certain distinctive 
physiographical features, which stretched from south to north — 
through South-East and East-Central Africa and on through South- 
Western Asia — ^all the way from the Cape of Good Hope to the 

^ The appointment of a Governor-General with the title of Viceroy, and 
with authority over the Governors of Eritrea and Somalia, had been provided 
for in the second article of the decree of the 9th May, which was not quoted 
by Signor Mussolini in his speech. 
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northern extremity of Syria : a span of more than seventy degrees of 
latitude, while the average width of the zone was about ten degrees 
of longitude. 

The outstanding features which gave an element of physiographical 
uniformity to the whole of this immense area were two. On the one 
hand, the zone was marked out by a chain of plateaux with mean 
altitudes ranging far above those of the adjoining land-surfaces ; on 
the other hand, it was scored by a chain of gashes in the crust of the 
earth, and this intermittent Rift Valley cut so deep that in one 
section its floor was submerged below the waters of the Red Sea, while 
there were other sections (e.g. the Palestinian Ghw and the East- 
African Danakil Depression) where the floor descended below sea- 
level without being invaded by sea-water (either remaining bone-dry, 
as in the Danakil Depression, or being covered by land-locked salt 
lakes, such as the Dead Sea). 

The chain of plateaux consisted of the South African and Rhodesian 
High Veldts ; the highlands of Tanganyika and Kenya Colony ; the 
plateau (which was the highest in the chain) that comprised North- 
Western Eritrea as well as Abyssinia Proper ; and, finally, two vast 
tilted slabs of country which were both separated from the Abys- 
sinian Plateau by the Rift VaUey, while they were separated from 
each other by the Gulf of Aden. The East African slab comprised 
Gallaland and Somaliland ; and the direction of its slope was south- 
eastwards, from the sources of the Webi Shebeli River towards the 
Indian Ocean. The South-West Asian slab comprised the Yaman 
and the Hijaz and Syria and the Najd; and this slab sloped north- 
eastwards, from the head of the Wadi Rummah towards the Persian 
Gulf and the Basin of the Euphrates and the Tigris. At its northern 
end, this series of plateaux was cut off sharply by the Antitaurus 
Range: a link in a chain of folded mountains that ran — ^at right- 
angles to the Afrasian plateaux — east and west, across Asia and 
Europe and North-West Africa, from the Japanese and Indonesian 
archipelagos to the Atlantic headlands of the P3n’enees and the Atlas. 
At the southern foot of the Antitaurus, the Rift Valley, as well as 
the plateaux-chain, began; and from this northern terminal point 
the Rift out its capricious course towards the south. It cleft ‘Hollow 
Syria ’ from Mar 'ash to 'Aqabah ; gave admission to the waters of the 
sea from the head of the Gulf of 'Aqabah to the head of Annesley Bay ; 
bared its floor again in the Danakil Depression (from which the waters 
of the Red Sea were dammed off by a line of volcanic mountains 
along the south-eastern section of the Eritrean shore) ; insinuated 
itself between the south-eastern escarpment of the Abyssinian Plateau 



Sect, xi THE ITALIAN MILITARY OPERATIONS 


361 


and the north-western escarpment of the Gallaland-Somaliland slab ; 
and then side-stepped westward, from the line of Lake Stephanie to 
the line of Lake Rudolf, in order to cleave its way, down the whole 
length of Kenya Colony, in between the Kikuyu Highlands and the 
eastern watershed of the basin of the Victoria Nyanza. 

Having thus placed the scene of Signor Mussolini's East African 
war in its general Afrasian setting, we may examine the local physio- 
graphical and climatic features in rather greater detail. 

The objective of the Italian act of aggression was the conquest 
of the territory wliich, in a n 1935, was included within the frontiers 
of the Empire of Ethiopia , and at this date the dominions of the 
Emperor Haile Selassie embraced the whole of the Abyssmian 
Plateau — except its northern extremity, beyond the upper waters of 
the River Mareb — as well as the adjoining section of the Gallaland- 
Somaliland slab, which was tilted back to back with the Abyssinian 
Plateau — the slab sloping down south-eastwards towards the Indian 
Ocean, while the plateau was inclined north-'westwards towards the 
valley of the Wliite Nile. The two escarpments faced each other 
across the Rift, which was occupied in this section by the valley of 
the River Hawash and by a chain of lakes (from Lake Zwai or 
Dembel to Lake Stephanie). The south-eastern escarpment of the 
plateau was crowned by the political capital of the Empire, Addis 
Ababa, and the north-western escarpment of the slab by the chief 
commercial centre, Harrar. The River Hawash and the Djibouti- 
Addis Ababa Railway both ran through the intervening hollow. 

The Italians, on their side, were already in possession of the northern 
extremity of the plateau, between the line of the Mareb and the coast 
of the Red Sea, and also of the south-eastern edge of the slab, where 
it dipped below the waters of the Indian Ocean. The first of these 
two Italian footholds in East Africa constituted the Itahan colony of 
Eritrea ; the second the Itahan colony of Somaha. Signor Mussolini's 
war aim was to unite these hitherto isolated Itahan possessions by 
conquering the whole or part of the hitherto independent Empire of 
Ethiopia which lay between them; and accordingly he delivered 
his attack simultaneously on two fronts. In May 1936, when his 
operations were crowned with success, the Itahan armies advancing 
from these two opposite starting-points eventually met and joined 
hands.^ During the preceding seven months of hostihties, the war 
was waged in two separate war zones : a northern zone on the plateau 
and a south-eastern zone on the slab. These two zones differed so 
widely from one another in physiography and climate, and therefore 

^ See p. 409^ below. 
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also in the military problems which they respectively presented, that 
it wiU be convenient to survey them separately. 

Of the two, the Abyssinian Plateau, with which the Italians had 
to deal on the Northern Front, was decidedly the more formidable 
in itself ; and it is all the more remarkable that this front should have 
been the scene of the decisive actions that broke the military and 
political resistance of the Emperor Haile Selassie to the act of aggres- 
sion of which he and his people were the victims. 

The general level of the plateau, which was well above 5,000 feet, 
was overtopped by mountain massifs which rose to more than 13,000 
feet and which culminated at 15,400 feet on the summit of Ras 
Doshan, the highest peak of the Semyen. Yet, from the standpoint 
of a military invader (and especially a twentieth-century Frankish 
invader, who was putting his trust in mechanical wheeled transport), 
these towering mountains were not so serious an obstacle as the end- 
less succession of canons which had been ploughed through the crust 
of the plateau by the watercourses. 

Even small watercourses out deep channels in the soft rock. The larger 
rivers, aided by these conditions, have eroded valleys seven or eight miles 
wide at the plateau level and rapidly narrowing tih at the bottom a river 
ninety to one hundred and twenty yards broad flows with httle more 
than a belt of forest on each side. The river bottoms are not infrequently 
2,000 and more feet below the general level, so that within a short dis- 
tance one may experience the cold of the bare and frost-bound peaks 
that rise above the plateau to 13,000 feet and more, the cool and tem- 
perate climate of the actual plateau between six and seven thousand 
feet up, and the oppressive damp heat of the fever-stricken valley- 
bottoms with their tropical vegetation. ... It follows from this charac- 
teristic conflguration (a fairly level tableland from which mountains rise 
with for the most part rounded and accessible slopes, but seamed in 
every direction by steep-sided canons whose bottoms are choked with 
tropical forest or bush) that roads for the most part avoid the valleys — 
which are the most serious obstacle to lateral, as they are entirely useless 
for longitudinal, progress — and follow the watersheds as far as possible, 
traversmg the valleys at right angles. ... It must, moreover, be remem- 
bered that during the rainy season all the streams, both great and small, 
become raging torrents ; and since it is a characteristic of the larger 
Abyssinian rivers that they have curvilinear courses, containing a whole 
countryside in a huge bend, it comes about that from May to September 
the separate districts are frequently islands cut ofl from one another by 
impassable moats.^ 

This tooling of the country by erosion produced its effects on the 
small scale as well as on the large ; for these island-provinces had 

^ A Eandboolc of Ahyssima, vol. i (London, 1920, H.M. Stationery OfSoe), 

pp. 20-1. 
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their miniature counterparts in the ambas — ‘isolated flat-topped hiUs 
with perpendicular sides'^ — ^which were chiselled out by the more 
superficial action of the water on the plateau-surface. Thus Nature 
had fashioned Abyssinia Proper into a gigantic labyrinth of in- 
numerable water-carved fortresses. 

For an invader from the north, the one practicable route was along 
the brow of the eastern escarpment of the plateau : a mountain ridge 
with a mean height of 7,000-8,000 feet which ran north-and-south, 
along longitude 40°, through nearly seven degrees of latitude, from the 
western shore of Annesley Bay to the northern rim of the Hawash 
Valley between Ankober and Addis Ababa This was the route which 
had been followed — as far as Amba Alagi — by the first ill-fated Itahan 
expeditionary force in 1895, as well as by the British expeditionary 
force which had been shepherded as far as Magdala and back again 
without misadventure by Lord Napier in 1868 ; and it was by this 
route again that the Italian forces on the Northern Front marched — 
or rather, rolled on wheels — ^from the head of the Mareb to Addis 
Ababa between the 3rd October, 1935, and the 5th May, 1936. 

The advantage of skirtmg the brow of the escarpment was that this 
enabled the invader to avoid the canons ; but he could only retain 
this advantage so long as he was content to make a frontal attack on 
every hostile line of defence that he encountered, without swerving 
either to right or to left. If the invader swerved to the left, he would 
precipitate himself over a precipice into the burning fiery furnace of 
the Danakil Desci*t on the floor of the Rift Valley. On the other hand, 
if he sweiwed to the right, he would at once find himself floundering 
among the canons which he was seeking to escape ; for the head waters 
of the rivers that cut their channels north-westwards through the 
plateau, on their way to join the White Nile, rose immediately west 
of the eastern escarpment, and from the start they ploughed deep. 
The Takazye, for example, had carved out its canon to a depth of 
2,000 feet within no more than ten miles of its source.^ 

In a homely simile, the Abyssinian Plateau might be likened to a 
comb, with the crest of the eastern escarpment for its back, and with 
its teeth represented by strips of plateau, ninning parallel with one 
another towards the west, and each divided from its neighbour by a 
river canon. Alternatively, the coimtry might be likened to one of 
those contrivances — consisting of a row of paving-stones set on edge, 
with a slot between each — ^whieh were sometimes erected in the 
EngUsh country-side in order to prevent the passage of cattle without 
hindering the transit of wheels or of human feet (except that any 
^ Op. p. 19. ® Op. ott, p. 39, 
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human foot that could bestride the Abyssinian canons, and leap from 
amba to amba, must be on the legendary scale of a Hercules or an 
Atlas, or of Edward Lear’s old man of Coblentz). 

It may perhaps be asked why an invader from the north could not 
find an easier passage below the western foot of the plateau, where it 
sank to the level of the Sudanese plains ; for the political frontier 
between the Empire of Ethiopia and the Anglo -Egyptian Sudan ran 
weU to the west of the foot-hills, so that a strip of lowland was in- 
cluded on the Abyssinian side of the line. The answer to this question 
is, in the first place, that the advantage of the terrain in this region 
was offset by the local drawbacks of climate and vegetation — a 
tropical moist belt and a matted jungle which fiourished under 
physical conditions that were adverse to human activity. In the 
second place, an invading army which had hacked and sweated its 
way through this belt of jungle from the Setit to the Sobat would 
find itself as far as ever from Addis Ababa. For practical purposes, 
the brow of the eastern escarpment offered the only route that an 
invader could take. In the Itahan invasion in 1935-6, it was not till 
March 1936 that Itahan troops crossed the Takazye in the westerly 
lowland zone ; and even then the operations in this quarter remained 
subsidiary to the main action farther east. It was not until the 
Abyssinian resistance had been shaken at Amba Aradam, and was on 
the point of being broken at Lake Ashangi, in the mam field of action, 
that the Itahans ventured upon this western advance , and then, 
when there were no Abyssinian armies left in being to dispute the 
invaders’ progress, Signor Starace’s lorries took the first opportunity 
of climbing out of the jungle-clad plains and mounting the western 
slope of the plateau in order to reach Gondar and to press on to the 
shores of Lake Tana.^ 

For a would-be invader of the Ethiopian Empire from the south- 
east, the task was in some respects easier. For example, he could count 
on longer intervals between the close seasons when military opera- 
tions would be impeded — ^if not entirely suspended — ^by the rains ; for 
while, on the Abyssinian Plateau, the Little Rains came down in 
April and May and the Great Rains in July and August, with a pre- 
carious luU in June — so that the campaigning season there might be 
confined to the autumn and winter — ^in Somaliland the two rainy 
seasons were both of them shorter, and were punctuated by a summer 
as weU as a winter season of dry weather. ^ Again, the invader' whose 

^ See p, 395, below. 

* For some account of the rainfall in East Africa, see op. cit, pp. 76-8, with 
the tables on pp. 90-2. By the date of the outbreak of the Italo -Abyssinian 
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base of operations was the coast of Italian SomaKland would not find 
his route dictated to him by canons and escarpments. 

The Gallaland-Somaliland slab might be likened to the ground 
floor of the auditorium of a theatre, with Italian Somaliland for the 
stalls and the Ethiopian territory in the Ogaden for the pit, while the 
back waU swept, in an immense semicircle, from Cape Gardafui 
thx’ough British Somaliland, and on through the Ethiopian provinces 
of Harrar and Arussi and Sidamo and Boran, till it ended — once more 
in British territory — in the neighbourhood of Mount Kenya. To any 
one who approached this theatre from the outside — ^that is to say, 
from the coast of the Gulf of Aden, or from the floor of the Rift 
Valley at any point between Djibouti and Nakuru — the back wall 
of the theatre would present a frowning escarpment which would be 
not much less forbidding than the opposite eastern escarpment of 
the Abyssinian Plateau. But this configuration of the GaUaland- 
Somaliland slab was a handicap to the defence, and not to the attack, 
in a war between Ethiopia and Italy. The scarped outer face of the 
retaining wall hindered the movement of Ethiopian troops or supphes 
to Harrar either from Dire Dawa, on the Djibouti- Addis Ababa Rail- 
way, or from Berbera, on the British Somaliland coast. On the other 
hand, the floor of the vast natural auditorium which this semi- 
circular escarpment contained rose gently up from sea-level on the 
coast of Itahan SomaUland to heights ranging between 6,000 and 
8,000 feet on the brow of the containing wall immediately behind 
(that is, north-west of) Jigjiga and Harrar. An Italian army advanc- 
ing upon these two vital points from the coast of Italian Somaliland 
had to encounter here neither the beetling precipices nor the torrential 
rains that impeded the progress of an Itahan army advancing upon 
Addis Ababa from Massawa. At the same time, the southern theatre 
of war presented its own pecuhar difficulties to the invader from 
overseas. Instead of being able to land his troops and supphes at an 
admirable natural harbour, he had to make the best of an open surf- 
smitten shore. When he had coped with the difficulties of landing, 
he had to make his way across a forlorn country — ^the Ogaden — ^in 
which the rainfall sufficed to turn the tracks to mud without pro- 
viding drinking-water, while the vegetation was limited to a scrub 

War in 1935, there does not seem to have been a sufficient accumulation of 
accurate scientific observations of the East African rainfall to permit any very 
authoritative generalizations as to quantity and seasonal distribution. The 
various estimates that were then published in the press were strangely diverse, 
and most of them were given the lie by the weather conditions that actually 
prevailed in East Africa during the seven months beginning with the 3rd 
October, 1936. 
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providing cover for the defenders without running to crops iroin 
which the invaders could draw food suppHes for man or beast. Pinally, 
the distance from Mogadiscio^ to Harrar as the crow dies was nearly 
six hundred miles, as against a distance of not much more than foixr 
hundred and fifty miles as the crow flies from Massawa to Addis 
Ababa. In the event, the Italian operations on this front were 
notably less successful than those on the other. The earher thrusts 
towards Jigjiga and Harrar were abortive ; and General Graziani did 
not make himself master of any vital Abyssinian stronghold in the 
south until after the victory of Italy and defeat of Abyssinia in the 
war, taken as a whole, had already been decided by Marshal Badoglio’s 
successes on northern battle-fields. 

It will be seen that the Empire of Ethiopia -within the frontiers of 
1935, and a fortiori the Abyssinian Plateau, which was the home of 
the Amharan ruling race, was one of the great mountain fastnesses 
of the World — a fastness comparable to the Yaman and the Caucasus 
and Afghanistan and Tibet and the Atlas. At the moment of the 
outbreak of the Italo-Abyssinian War on the 3rd October, 1935, an 
observer of this struggle found himself confronted by one capital 
question: were the natural advantages which the physical features 
of the Ethiopian fastness conferred upon the defence sufficiently great 
to counteract the artificial advantages which were conferred, in this 
case, upon the attack by Italy’s complete command (in contrast to 
Abyssinia’s almost complete destituteness) of the weapons furnished 
by the latest developments of the modem Western industrial tech- 
nique? 

In a general way, it was evident that railways and lorries and tanks 
and armoured cars and aeroplanes were less potent against the primi- 
tive highlander than they were against the primitive nomad of the 
steppe or desert, where the newfangled mechanical means of trans- 
port had at last given the representatives of a sedentary society a 
decisive advantage over the Arab or Mongol -with his living mount. 
The aeroplane and the armoured car could outrace the horse and 
camel; and when once the nomad had forfeited his superior 
mobility on his own ground, his military power was ham-strung* 
The highlander had less to fear from a mechanized attack, either 
from the ground or from the air; yet the military history of the 

^ Duriag the period of the monsoons, tho Italian base in Somalia was not 
Mogadiscio but Bandar Qasim, a port on the coast of theGiUf of Aden, under 
the lee of Cape Gardafui. As the crow flies, Bandar Qasim was nearer than 
Mogadiscio to Harrar, but in practice the distance was considerably greater, 
since the Italian troops could not take the direct route across British Somali- 
land. 
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past liTiiidred years to some extent anticipated the lesson of the East 
African War of 1935-6 in showing that even the highlander’s fast- 
nesses were no longer impregnable against modern western techniqne. 
It was true that the British had never again attempted the conquest 
of Afghanistan after their disastrous venture in 1838-42, and that 
in Abyssinia in 1868 General Napier had come and seen but then, 
un-Caesar-hke, had beaten a prudent retreat, instead of settling down 
to conquer. Napier’s wisdom had been vindicated by Baratieri’s 
disaster in 1896; and, after that lesson, the Itahans had waited for 
almost forty years before again attempting the conquest of Abyssinia. 

What were the considerations that led Mussolini to expect better 
fortune in 1935-6 than Crispi had experienced in 1895-6 in trying 
liis hand at an East African military adventure ? Mussolini may have 
encouraged himself with the reflection that these last remaining moun- 
tain fastnesses of Antique Man were proved not to be utterly im- 
pregnable by the fact that the Russians had successfully conquered 
the Caucasus between 1830 and 18 64 and the French the Atlas between 
1914 and 1934. The Russian feat had been performed before the 
aggressor’s teclinical superioiity had been enhanced by the inventioxr 
of tanks and aeroplanes. Equipped with these latest additions to 
the Frankish armoury, why should not Italy acquit herself in Ethiopia 
as successfully as France had just acquitted herself in Morocco ? 

A comparison between the Firench military task in Morocco, which 
had been completed in 1934, and the Italian military task in Ethiopia, 
the first stage of which^ was completed within seven months of the 
opening of hostihties on the 3rd October, 1935, may perhaps throw 
some light upon the nature of the enterprise which Signor Mussolini 
carried to this materially triumphant conclusion. 

Superficially, there were certain manifest resemblances between 
the East Ajfrican and the North-West African situation. The Atlas 
was a mountain fastness of nearly the same size as the Abyssinian 
Plateau (excluding the rest of the Empire of Ethiopia), The French 
invaders had had to come, like the Italians, from overseas, and they 
had delivered a converging attack upon their objective firom two 
fronts — ^the Algerian front correspondLrg to the Eritrean, while the 
French forces which assailed the Atlas across the Moroccan lowlands 
firom the Moroccan coast of the Atlantic played a r61e which may be 
compared with that of the Italian forces which were striking at Harrar 
from the Somali coast of the Indian Ocean. Again, the French opera- 
tions against the Atlas had been hampered by the existence of two 
enclaves of territory under foreign regimes — ^the Spanish Zone and 
^ See the footnote on p. 370, below. 
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the International Zone round Tangier^ — ^which had occupied the 
Moroccan coast-line between the two French bases of operations ; 
and these Moroccan enclaves had their counterparts in East Africa 
in British and French Somahland. In these respects, the French 
problem in Morocco and the Italian problem in Ethiopia were analo- 
gous ; but there were also a number of differences between the two 
situations ; and these differences, which were not less important than 
the resemblances, were all to the Itahans’ disadvantage. 

There was a difference of scale, a difference of distance, and a 
difference of climate. While in scale the Atlas might be not very much 
smaller in extent than the plateau of Abyssinia Proper, the whole 
Empire of Morocco was only about one-^third of the size of the whole 
Empire of Ethiopia ; and while the Itahan base of operations in 
Eritrea might be as close to Northern Abyssinia as the French base 
in Algeria was to Western Morocco, the Itahan bases on the coast of 
the Indian Ocean were separated by some six hundred miles from the 
foot-hills of Harrar and Arussi and Sidamo, whereas the French bases 
on the coast of the Atlantic were only about one hundred miles dis- 
tant from the north-western foot-hills of the Atlas. The difference 
in the distance between the scene of operations and the home country 
was still more striking. Whereas the sea-passage from Bordeaux to 
Casablanca was about 1,000 miles, from Marseilles to Casablanca 
about 900 miles, and from Marseilles to Oran 625 miles, it was over 
2,000 miles from Naples to Massawa and nearly 4,000 from Naples 
to Mogadiscio.^ The fact was that while Ethiopia was an integral 
part of Tropical Africa, Morocco (hke the rest of the Maghrib) was 
a part of Europe in everything except the pedantry of geographical 
definitions; and its essentially European character declared itself, 
not only in the shortness of the distance from France, but also in the 
temperateness of the climate. The Atlantic lowlands had the climate 
of Portugal, the Mediterranean coast the climate of the Riviera, 
the High Atlas the climate of Switzerland. For European troops, the 
climatic conditions were incomparably better here than in the Ogaden 
or in the Danakil Depression or in the canons of the Mareb and the 
Takazye. 

When we pass from the physical to the political and economic 
conditions, we find striking differences again, and once more to the 

^ See the Survey for 1925, Toh i, Part II, sections (li), (v), and (viii); the 
Sv/rvey for 1929, Part II, section (li). 

* The use of Bandar Qasim instead of Mogadiscio duriag the first two 
months of the campaign shortened the sea passage from Italy to the Southern 
Front at the cost of lengthening the line of communications overland on 
African ground. 



Sect. XI THE ITALIAN MILITARY OPERATIONS 


369 


disadvantage of the Itahans. While Signor Mussolini cast himself for 
the odious part of an aggressor, the Erench took care to operate in 
Morocco as the legally constituted protectors and agents of the 
legitimate sovereign of the country. While the Italians, by intrigue 
and bribery, sought to break up the political unity of Ethiopia by 
detaching the Rases from the Negus, a vindication of the authority 
of the Sharif de jure was the form in which the French asserted their 
own authority de facto over the Moroccan highlanders. As a result 
of this difference of policy, the French welded the Moroccan clansmen 
and feudatories together under their own aegis, while the Italians 
welded them together, under the leadership of the Negus, in opposi- 
tion to Italy’s aggressive designs. Marshal Lyautey had established, 
and bequeathed to his successors, the principle that 'the adversaries 
of to-day are the collaborators of to-morrow’, whereas Marshal 
Badogho, reversing General de Bono’s methods of relative considerate- 
ness towards the civil population of the invaded territory, staked his 
fortunes on obtainiug quick returns by an intensive campaign of 
totalitarian frightfuhiess. 

Thus the Fi*ench had lightened for themselves, by their tact and 
their humanity, a task which was intrinsically less formidable than 
the Italian enterprise in East AMca, whereas the Itahans, by their 
methods of barbarism, rendered their task in one way still more 
arduous than it was bound to be in any case. It must also be borne 
in mind that France was a very much richer and stronger country 
than Italy to begin with ; and that Signor Mussolini had launched his 
East African war at a moment when Italy was in desperate financial 
and economic straits, while, as a declared aggressor, he had to conduct 
the war under the handicap of sanctions which were a serious im- 
pediment — however far the sanctions actually imposed on Italy in 
1935 might fall short of the terms of Article 16 of the Covenant.^ 

When all these considerations were taken into account, some light 
was thrown on Signor Mussolini’s material achievement m East Africa 
by the fact that it had taken France twenty-two years — leaving out 
of the reckoning the five years 1914-18, during which France had 
been compelled to mark time in Africa by the exigencies of the war 
in Europe — ^to complete the subjugation of Morocco from first to last.^ 

How was it, then, that Italy succeeded — ^with smaller resources and 
under greater difficulties and handicaps — ^in achieving in seven months 

^ See pp. 216 seqq., above. 

* The French began their occupation of Morocco in 1907 and completed 
it in 1934, and this makes twenty-two years in all, if the five years of war in 
Europe (1914-18 inclusive) are left out of account, 

n B b 
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the first stage, at any rate,^ of a military undertaking of a land for 
which France, in comparable circumstances, had required no less 
than twenty-two years ? In the light of the event, several different 
causes can be discerned ; and these may be mentioned here without 
any attempt on the part of the writer (writing, in short perspective, 
within less than a month of the Italian entry into Addis Ababa) to 
assess their relative importance. 

One conspicuous cause of the rapidity and completeness of the 
Italian victory was the intensive use by Marshal Badoglio, particularly 
in the last stages of the campaign, of the newfangled methods of 
barbarism which had now been placed at the disposal of any Fi’ankish 
Power on the war-path by the latest application of modem Westerii 
physical science to practical affairs. The spraying of poison gas in 
liquid form from aeroplanes, even more than the dropping of explosive 
and incendiary bombs, appears to have finally broken the moral of 
the Abyssinian civil population behind the front, as well as that of 
the Abyssinian forces in the field. By the time when Marshal 
Badoglio resorted to the use of gas on a large scale, the Abyssinian 
troops on the Northern Front had already got the better of the bomb 
by teaching themselves the art of concealment. The Italian mustard 
gas was effective because it deprived the Abyssinians of the cover 
that Nature had provided for them. The bush and forest in which 
they had been hiding from the Italian bombing planes were now 
drenched with a gas that clung to woods and fields and valleys for 
many days on end without losing its effectiveness. In aU probability 
it was this use of mustard gas that enabled the Italians — as no other 
weapon could have done — ^to break the resistance of the Abyssinian 
armies before the beginning of the Great Rains, and thus to forestall 
a six-months’ standstill of an unfinished war under such conditions 
that the combined effect of climate and sanctions might perhaps 
have brought Italy to her knees. ^ 

^ This qualification is important, because, at the end of these seven months, 
the Itahans had achieved no more than a skeleton occupation of the principal 
routes and towns of the Empire of Ethiopia — and this only in the north and 
east, while a vast region in the south-west was still wholly free from any 
Italian trespass, even in the form of an air-reconnaissance. By contrast, the 
twenty- two years that were taken by the French in subjugatmg Morocco cover 
the subjugation of the last defiant enclaves of ‘dissidence’. It remained to be 
seen how long it would take the Italians, after May 1936, to carry their con- 
quest of Abyssinia to the same totalitarian completion ,* and the experience 
of the British in the South African War suggested that the operations following 
the entry into the enemy capital might prove longer and more arduous than 
the first phase of the campaign. 

^ The importance of the part played by poison gas in causing the Abyssinian 
dibdcle was differently estimated by various persons who were in a position 
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A second outstanding cause of the Italian military achievement 
was the singular failure of the Abyssinians to make full use of the 
military advantages that were offered them — as some offset to the 
overwhehning technical superiority of their assailants — ^by the very 
fact that they were a socially backward people whose homeland, 
in which tliey were standing on the defensive, was a natural mountain 
fastness (or rather, a congeries of fastnesses ranged one behind the 
other). With their light equipment, modest needs and marvellously 
broken terrain, the Abyssinians were masters of aU the three requisites 
for waging guerrilla warfare ; and, had the ruling element in the 
Ethiopian Empire consisted of Rifis from Morocco or of Pathaiis from 
the North-West Frontier of India, we may conjecture that even 
Marshal Badoglio’s rain of poison gas might have proved a boomerang 
weapon which would merely have branded the wielder of it with dis- 
honour and have exasperated the victim into a redoubled will to 
war instead of cowing him into abandoning the struggle as hopeless. 
Pathans or Rifis with an Abyssinia to play in would assuredly have 
worn down an Italian invader’s nerves and have cut up his lines of 
communication without ever giving him a respite, and at the same 
time without ever offering his Italian airmen satisfactory targets for 
explosive bombs or even for poison sprays. By contrast, the Amharas, 
after having lived for more than two thousand years in an ideal 
nursery for guerrillas, had never formed a tradition of guerrilla war- 
fare and did not show any great aptitude for acquiring the art under 
duress. Before the war began they had had a reputation for great 
mobility as well as for indomitable courage ; but this reputation had 
been won in short campaigns, in which their victories had been 
obtained by massed attacks and their staying power and capacity for 
initiative had not been tested. They failed lamentably to adapt their 

to form a first-hand opinion. Some considered it the decisive factor, whereas 
others held that it was of relatively little importance. The Emperor himself 
laid great stress on this factor (see p. 483, below) ; and among those who con- 
sidered it decisive was the leader of the Dutch Red Cross unit. Dr. Wmckel. 
He was reported to have said that ‘once they had seen the effects of gas the 
Abyssinians were completely demoralized and behaved like frightened children ’ 
(see The Timeu, 19th May, 1936). On the other hand, Vehib Pasha, a Turkish 
solder who took a leading part m organizing the defence on the Southern 
Front, considered gas relatively unimportant and attributed the defeat of 
the Abyssinians principally to the success of Italian bribery and propaganda 
and of the system of espionage carried on by agents in Italian pay. While he 
admitted that gas-bombing was demoralizing, he pointed out that the nature 
of the country limited its effects. The gas hung in the valleys, and the troops 
could escape it by moving up the hills (see The Manchester Qwrddan, 4th June, 
1936). It may bo noted in this connexion that Vehib Pasha had first-hand 
experience only of conditions on the Southern Front, where gas was used 
less freely than in the north. 
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traditional ideas of warfare when they had to meet an enemy whose 
overwhelming superiority in armaments made the result of pitched 
battles a foregone conclusion. 

The Emperor’s European advisers were said to have impressed 
upon bim as a guiding principle that he should avoid giving battle 
to the invaders, and should leave it to the mountains and deserts of 
the country to do their own work. On the 3rd October, after the 
ItaUan advance had begun, an order for general mobilization wluch 
the Emperor had signed on the 29th September was promulgated, 
and he was reported to have given the following advice to the men 
who assembled at Addis Ababa on that day in answer to the summons : 

Be cunning, be savage, face the enemy one by one, two by two, five 
by five in the fields and mountains. Do not take white clothes, do not 
mass as now , hide, strike suddenly, fight the nomad war, steal, snipe 
and murder singly. To-day the war has begim, therefore scatter and 
advance to victory. 

The remarkable restraint which had been exercised by the Abys- 
sinians during the period of several months when Italy was openly 
engaged in perfecting her preparations for the attack which was 
launched on the 3rd October, 1935, appeared to be evidence of a 
greater sense of discipline and of a greater readiness to obey the 
orders of the Central Government than had generally been attributed 
to them. Nevertheless, it was doubtful from the outset whether the 
Emperor would be able to impose his conceptions of strategy upon 
the feudal chiefs who — ^in accordance with a tradition which could 
not be broken at this moment of crisis — commanded in the field the 
forces which had been levied in their provinces, irrespective of 
whether they possessed any capacity for generalship or not. More- 
over, the execution of a general plan of defence, demanding co- 
ordination and co-operation between different leaders, was virtually 
out of the question in the absence of a general staff and of a trained 
intelligence system ; and the position was comphcated stiQ further by 
old rivalries between local chiefs (many of whom, in addition, had 
long resented the Emperor’s attempts to impose a centralized author- 
ity upon them).^ In these circumstances, it was not surprising that 
the Emperor did not succeed in restraining some of his generals from 
following their own inclinations and massing their forces in disastroixs 
attempts to hold up the Itahan advance. 

It was also open to doubt whether the large-scale mobilization 
which took place after the 3rd October — ^when there was a constant 
influx of troops into Addis Ababa from the provinces — ^was not a 
^ For examples, see pp. 115 above. 
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mistake from the Abyssinian point of view. The organization of any- 
thing but the most rudimentary commissariat system was virtually 
impossible in view of the primitive state of communications, and 
the armies were therefore obliged to rely mainly upon the customary 
system of carr 3 dng a limited supply of food with them and living 
off the country when that was exhausted. This method precluded 
the maintenance of large forces in one district for any length of time, 
and when supplies began to run short the armies gradually melted 
away as the men drifted back to their homes. The system of living 
off the country also helped to foment the hostility felt by the native 
peasants towards soldiers of different race and language from other 
parts of the country, who were often as alien to them as the Italians, 
and thus tended to make the population of the districts invaded by 
the Italians less inclined to resist the invasion. 

In trying conclusions with the Abyssinians, the Italians seem to 
have reckoned upon finding and exploiting a division in their ranks 
Down to the eve of the outbreak of war in 1935, the authority of the 
King of Kings at Addis Ababa continued to be challenged by serious 
insurrections on the part of important feudatories and this feudal 
unrest was most active in the native Amharan kingdoms of Go jam 
and Amhara and Tigre, which resented a Shoan hegemony. These 
three kingdoms lay between the Shoan Imperial capital at Addis 
Ababa and the frontier on which the Imperial dominions marched with 
the Italian colony of Eritrea — the direction from which, for geographical 
reasons, 2 the main assault would have to be delivered in any Italian 
attempt at a military conquest of Abyssinia. The northern extremity 
of Tigre, beyond the line of the River March, had been incorporated 
into the Italian dominions in Eritrea by the terms of the Italo- 
Abyssinian peace treaty of the 26th October, 1B96, which had been 
concluded after the Italian military disaster at Adowa ; and in Eritrea 
as a whole a majority of the population consisted of Tigrean-speaking 
Monophysito Christians and Muslims who had previously been under 
Egyptian rule. 

In these circumstances, it did not seem an impossible task for 
Italian diplomacy to detach the rest of Tigre from the Empire of 
Ethiopia, and attract it into the Italian sphere of influence, by playing 
upon the susceptibilities and ambitions of the Tigrean Rases. A 
somewhat similar state of feudal discord had materially assisted the 
French to make themselves masters of Morocco.® The Ethiopian Im- 
perial Government alleged — ^though the allegation was intrinsically 

^ See pp. 115 above. 

^ See pp. 362 above. 


* See p. 369, above. 
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difficult to prove — ^that this sowing of feudal sedition was one of 
the chief duties of the Italian consuls who had been planted, during 
the years immediately preceding the war of 1935-6, in the capitals 
of fiefs in the interior of the Empire where there was far too small a 
volume of Italian trade to justify the expense of a consulate from the 
business point of view.^ "Wliatever may have been the Italians’ hopes 
and aims and activities in this direction, there were other relevant 
precedents which augured less well than the Moroccan precedent for 
Italian success . For example, when the British had invaded Afghanis- 
tan in 1838, they had had to deal with a feudal society which was as 
deeply divided against itself as the Morocco of 1907 or the Abyssinia 
of 1935 ; but the challenge of a foreign invasion had stimulated the 
Afghans on that occasion to suspend their family quarrels whUe they 
fell upon the invading army and dealt it an annihilating blow ; and, 
in the event, the Anglo- Afghan precedent proved to be more in line 
than the Franco-Moroccan precedent with the Italo-Abyssinian case. 
From beginning to end of the war of 1935-6, there appears to 
have been only one notable defection of a Tigrean Eas from the Shoan 
to the Italian camp ; and the treachery of Ras Gugsa^ was much more 
than offset by the fact that almost the whole of the resistance to the 
Italian invasion on the Northern Front during the first phase of the 
war — ^before the battle of Amba Aradam (llth-15th February) — 
was carried out by Tigrean troops under their local feudal leaders.^ 

The Italians had hopes of detaching from the Emperor’s cause not 
only the recalcitrant Tigrean Rases but also the more or less grievously 
oppressed non-Amharan subject peoples : Danakil in the north-east ; 
Somalis in the south-east ; Harraris between the two ; Gallas in the 
south-west, and negroes along the Abyssino-Sudanese frontier — ^if 
ever the Italian armies were to succeed in penetratmg into this remote 
extremity of the invaded empire. Many of these subject peoples were 
notoriously ill treated and were presumably discontented, in a pro- 
portionate degree, with the Abyssinian regime ; but the worst treated 
were those on the west and south-west who happened to be the 
furthest removed from the self-constituted ‘liberators” reach; and 
the rest, for various reasons, were not eager to play the Italian game. 
The nomadic Danakil and Somahs were set upon maintaining their 
de facto independence against all comers (though many of their fight- 

^ Seep. 374, above. ® See p. 383, below. 

* The mutinousness in the Emperor Haile Selassie’s own household which 
was the immediate cause of his withdrawal from his dominions at the beginning 
of May 1936 seems to have shown itself in the form, not of treason on the part 
of the feudal chiefs, but of demoralization among the Emperor’s own personal 
following. (See p. 399, below.) 
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ing-men enlisted individually as mercenaries in the Italian service 
and then fought for their European paymasters with aU their native 
ferocity). The autonomous Sultan of Aussa was anxious to 'spot 
the winner’ before taking the hazardous step of transferring his 
allegiance.^ The ci-devant ICingdom of Hangar, with its ancient 
Islamic culture, was the home fief of the reigning Ethiopian Imperial 
House, 2 and was therefore politically favoured, besides profitmg 
economically from the trade between the interior of the Empire and 
the two ports of Djibouti and Berbera — ^ports which were both in 
foreign, but neither of them in Itahan, hands. These considerations, 
reinforced by the presence of a strong Amharan garrison, ensured the 
loyalty of Harrar to Addis Ababa in 1935, and this loyalty was 
inimical to the Itahan ambition of conquering at least a corridor of 
continuous territory between the two Itahan colonies of Eritrea and 
Somalia, since Harrar lay right in the fairway. The Abyssinian forces 
holding the fortified positions covering Harrar and Jigjiga do not 
appear to have been troubled by Harrari disaffection in their rear ; 
and before the second city of the Empire was entered by General 
Graziani’s troops on the 8th May, 1936, any tendency among the 
Harraris to look forward with pleasurable anticipation to the prospect 
of a change of foreign masters must have been seared and cauterized 
by Itahan bombs. The only non-Amharan community that un- 
questionably played the part for which they had been cast by the 
Itahan propaganda were the WaUo and Azebu GaUas.® Established, 
as they were, astride the eastern rim of the plateau between Addis 
Ababa and the Northern Eront, with the Emperor Haile Selassie’s 
headquarters in their country at Dessye, these Gallas found them- 
selves in a commanding strategic position in the Italo-Abyssinian 
War of 1935-6; they turned against their Amharan masters at the 
earliest opportunity; and their disaffection seems to have had an 
important influence upon the war on the Northern Front in its most 
critical stage 

^ See p. 386, footnote 3, below. 

® Harrar had been conquered by the Shoan King Meiielik, a cousin of the 
Emperor Haile Selassie, in 1886, after it had been evacuated by the Egyptians, 
who had been in occupation of the city and province since 1875. It was the 
incorporation of Harrar that gave Shoa her latter-day predominance among 
the Amharan kingdoms. It was thanks to this accession of power that the 
Imperial Crown passed to Shoa from Tigre when the Emperor John was 
succeeded by the Emperor Menelik in 1889. 

^ The W^o Gallas had been forcibly converted from Islam to Mono- 
physite Christianity by the Emperor John II {imp&rdbat a.d. 1872-89). 
(A Sandbooh of Abyssinia [London, 1920, H.M. Stationery Office], pp. 112 
and 143.) 

* See p* 392, below. 
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Yet, important as the above-mentioned causes of Signor Musaoliiirs 
military triumph in East Africa might be, they were probably all 
merely subsidiary to another cause which was psychological in 
character and which sprang from the social conditions prevailing at 
the moment, not in the African empire which was Italy’s prey, but 
in the predatory European country itself. On the moxTow of the 
victorious conclusion of the campaign, it looked as though the funda- 
mental cause of the Italian dictator’s African success was his ability 
to exact — or even evoke — ^from his followers an effort and a sacrifice 
which were on a totally different scale from those which any other 
Frankish Government had ever previously ventured to demand from 
its people for the sake of acquiring a colonial empire. This power to 
mobilize and organize and put to work the spiritual and material 
resources of a whole nation for the deliberate commission of an enor- 
mous public crime was the real secret of Signor Mussolini’s mihtary 
triumph in East Africa in 1935-6 ; and by the same token this was 
the most formidable of the problems with which this sensational 
victory of evil confronted the League of Nations and the world at 
large. 

At the same time, the Itahan national Aktionsfdhigkeit (to use the 
current German National-Socialist term) which had reaped this rich 
reward was dangerous in its limitations as well as in its extent, and 
dangerous for Italy herself as well as for her neighbours. 

On the one hand, it was now evident that, under Fascist leadership, 
the Italians had been willing, in a bad cause, to make exertions and to 
pay a price and to take a risk which the French and British electorates, 
under a democratic regime, had shown themselves unw illin g to venture 
upon in a good cause when the challenge was dehvered to them by 
Signor Mussolini. The young men of Italy had submitted to be 
mobilized in their hundreds of thousands for mihtary service; the 
Itahan bourgeoisie had acquiesced in an expenditure on the African 
war which in some form, sooner or later, would have to be met out 
of their pockets ; and the Itahan nation as a whole had accepted the 
risk of acting in defiance of their feUow states members of the League 
of Nations with the United Kingdom at their head — a risk which 
might have come home to roost in the form of a choice of having to 
consent to the frustration of the African adventure or else having to 
make war upon the World. No French or British statesman who was 
in ofi&ce at the time dreamed of making any comparable demands 
upon his own countrymen for the sake — ^not of a tawdry colonial 
adventure, but of the supreme political object of upholding the reign 
of law and order in the domain of international relations. 
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Regarded in this light, Signor Mussolini’s triumph was imposing ; 
but there was another Hght in which it was apparent that he had 
deliberately and astutely won a triumph 'on the cheap’. The risk 
of being confronted with the choice of failing to conquer Abyssinia 
or else havhig to fight the World could be boldly discounted by Signor 
Mussohni as soon as he was informed of the tenor of the conversation 
between Monsieur Laval and Sir Samuel Hoare at Geneva on the 
10th September, 1935^ — and we may assume that Monsieur Laval 
had already conveyed tliis information to Rome before Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s delivery, at Geneva on the 11th, of a speech which could be 
listened to with equanimity — ^notwithstandmg its brave language — 
by an intending Itahan aggressor who was aware of the Hmits which 
the British statesman had agreed, only the day before, to place, till 
further notice, upon his own action and his country’s. Again, the 
distrainment on the wealth of the Itahan bourgeoisie was postponed 
until a later day by a combination of clever temporary financial 
makeshifts. And, finally, only an infinitesimally small minority of 
the Itahan conscripts who were mobilized and shipped to Africa 
were caUed upon to make the supreme sacrifice of hfe itself in the 
cause of conquering a colonial empire for their country. 

Throughout the campaign of 1935-6 the Itahan High Command in 
East Africa evidently took the utmost pains to keep down to a 
minimum the casualties in the ranks of the native Itahan troops — 
both conscripts and Blackshirt volunteers. As much as possible of 
the fighting was performed by the airmen — who could recoimoitre 
and bomb and spray with impunity an enemy who possessed no Air 
Eorce at all and hardly any effective anti-aircraft artillery. What 
the airmen could not do was done, as far as the terrmn allowed,^ by 
tanks and armoured cars — ^which, likewise, could operate with im- 
punity against an enemy who was destitute of the technical equip- 
ment for combating them. And if and when it proved indispensable 
to bring infantry into action, the hand-to-hand bayonet-fighting was 
imposed in the first place upon natives, not of Italy but of Africa: 
Eritrean conscripts and Somah or Libyan mercenaries. It was only 
in the fourth fine that the Italian infantry were brought into action 
to fight the Abyssinians on approximately equal terms. This being 
the Italian policy, the overwhelming technical superiority of the 
Italian army, in combination with the marked strategical and tactical 

^ See pp. 183-5, above. 

* On the Northern Front, tanks appear to have achieved little, and armoured 
cars nothing at all. On the Southern Front, these weapons were useful in the 
operations against Bas Desta in the south-west (see pp. 403-6, below), 
but were not conspicuously effective on other sectors. 
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ineptitude of the Italians’ Abyssinian opponents, made it possible 
for the Italian High Command to acliieve the conquest of Abyssinia 
at an astonishingly low cost in lives. Tlie final casualty list, which 
was published in Rome on the 2nd June, 1936, and which covered 
the whole period from the 1st January, 1935, to the 31st May, 1936, 
inclusive, gave the death-roU of Italian troops of African race as 
1,593, that of Italian workmen of Italian race as 453, and that of 
Italian troops of Italian race as 2,313. Of these last, only 1,148 
(according to the official figures) had met their deaths in battle ; and, 
after accoimt has been taken of 125 who died of wounds and 31 who 
were reported missing, we are left with the figure of 1,009 (that is, 
nearly half the total) for the number of Itahan troops of Italian race 
who must have met their deaths through the non-martial agencies 
of accidents or sickness. While, at the time of writing, it was im- 
possible for an unofficial non-Italian observer to verify these Italian 
statistics, there was no reason to believe that the actual figures were 
out of aU relation to the published returns. 

It will be seen that the conquest of the last remaining independent 
native African empire had cost Italy fewer Italian fives than she 
would stand to lose in the first few seconds of a war waged against a 
European antagonist equipped with the same newfangled armaments 
and equally prepared to employ poison gas or any other ruthless 
application of Physical Science to lethal purposes. This fact was 
evidently not hid from Signor Mussolini himself, as he showed in his 
insistence upon the distinction between a European war and an 
African ‘colonial operation’. At the same time, the head of the 
Italian state was encouragiag his countrymen in May 1936 to sur- 
render themselves to as high an elation and as buoyant a solf- 
confidence as though the enemy whom they had just defeated in the 
field had been not Abyssinia but Great Britain. This illusion was 
facile, since Italy had in fact succeeded in inflicting on Great Britain 
a first-class defeat of a diplomatic order ; and the resulting situation 
was fraught with dangers of conflict, since at this time no man alive — 
not Signor Mussolini and not Mr. Baldwin himself— could foretell at 
what point the people of the United Efingdom would throw off theii* 
mask of pacifism and would show their teeth. 

With these considerations in mind, we may now record the history 
of the hostilities in East Africa in the Italo-Abyssinian War of 1935-6. 

(£») The Positions of the Bblijoeeents on the 3bd Ootobbr, 1935 

When the Italians launched their attack upon Abyssinia on the 3rd 
October, 1935, it was estimated that their armed forces in Abyssinia 
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amounted to about a quarter of a million men, of wbom some 50,000 
or 60,000 were natives.^ Of the White troops, four divisions belonged 
to the regrdar army and there were also four divisions of Blackshirt 
militia. In addition, there were a very large number of workmen 
who had been despatched to the colonies for the purpose of road- 
making and other non-combatant services. The Italian army was, 
of course, fully supphed with modern armaments, including mountain 
guns, light tanks, and aeroplanes. Their air strength was beheved to 
be not less than 300 machines, and it was obvious that the Itahans' 
undisputed control of the air would be one of their greatest assets. 
Other assets which were likely to be of special importance in helping 
to solve the TogisticaP problem of transporting a large and highly 
mechanized force through a country of mountains, river gorges and 
deserts, were the exceptionally high degree of skill possessed by ItaHan 
engineers, and the endurance and capacity for continuous hard work 
in the most difficult circumstances for which the Italian labourer 
enjoyed a well-earned reputation. 

While the Abyssinian Government had vast resources of man- 
power upon which they could draw, only a very small proportion of 
the men whom they could put into the field had received even the 
most elementary training in Western methods of warfare. According 
to an estimate made by foreign press correspondents in Addis Ababa 
in September 1935,^ a total of 1,083,000 men could be mobilized, but 
the Imperial Guard which had been trained by Belgian and Swedish 
officers probably accounted for not more than 30,000 of the total. 
The rest was made up of feudal armies raised in the provinces by 
local chiefs, and these local forces not only had little or no knowledge 
of modern warfare but also lacked modern weapons. The state of 
Abyssinian armaments was a matter of guess-work, but it was certain 
that the supply of up-to-date small arms was quite inadequate 
to the needs of the forces which could be mobilized. According 
to one estimate,® about half a miUion men might be armed with 
rifles of some kind, but many of these would date from Menelik’s 

^ An olhcial statement issued in Rome on the 20th October, 1935, announced 
that Italy had 1,200,000 men under arms, of whom 200,000 were in the colonies. 
The despatch of troops had been accelerated during the last days before the 
invasion of Abyssinia began. During the first three weeks of September more 
than 22,000 men were reported to have passed through the Suez Canal, and 
in the week ending the 2nd October the number was said to be 23,000- The 
oallmg up of men to the colours and the despatch of reinforcements to East 
Africa continued ad^er the outbreak of hostilities, and more than 38,000 men 
passed through the Canal during November 1935. 

^ See The Times, 24th September, 1936. 

* See The Mcmckester Qv>arMan, 17th September, 1935. 
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days.^ There were believed to be not more than 100,000 modej*n 
rifles available, and no great stocks of ammunition.^ The armament 
of the Imperial Guard was said to include 500 machine-guns, and 
they had also a certain number of mortars, but no artillery. Tlierc 
were about a dozen commercial aeroplanes in the country 

The signature of the order for general mobilization by the Emperor 
Haile Selassie on the 29th September was used by the Italian High 
Command as a pretext for advancing into Abyssinia ; but, in point 
of fact, there was reason to believe that the 3rd October had already 
been fixed, some time in advance, as the date for the launching of 
the attack, and that the movement of troops up to the Eritrean 
frontier which took place on the 1st and 2nd October was in accor- 
dance with a cut-and- dried plan. 

The great majority of the Italian forces in East Africa were con- 
centrated in Eritrea, and the commander in Somaliland, General 
Graziani, had at his c^ispo^ad, when the advance began, only two 
divisions — one European and one African. The motives for this un- 
equal division of forces were probably partly political — ^for reasons of 
prestige it was considered necessary that the ground which Italian 
troops had been compelled to evacuate in 1896 should be reoccupied 
as rapidly as possible — ^but the decisive factor was the difl&culty of 
communications in the south. During the earlier stages of the cam- 
paign, when General Graziani’s base was at Bandar Qasim,® it was 

^ At tbe end of October 1935 it was reported that stores of arms which had 
been bnned m secret places by Menelik’s orders were being unearthed for the 
use of men who were going to the front. 

^ The effects of the restrictions which were placed on the export of munitions 
from European countries to Abyssinia during the summer of 1935 (seepp. 164 -5, 
above) had been particularly serious in connexion with supplies of ammunition. 
Even after Italy had been declared the aggressor and the embargo had been 
lifted (see p. 223, above), only small quantities of munitions made their way 
into Abyssinia. Manufacturers were reluctant to do business with the side 
which they expected to lose the war, and they refused to grant the Abyssinians 
credit. Such purchases as they were able to make for cash were said to have 
been financed partly out of the Emperor Menelik’s war chest, and partly out 
of the Emperor Haile Selassie’s private fortune. The attitude of the French 
ofSlcials at Djibouti constituted a further obstacle. They were reported at an 
early stage to be making difficulties over the transit of munitions along the 
railway to Addis Ababa, and at the beginning of 1936 they refused altogether 
to give the necessary transit licenses. In the middle of October 1935, a pro- 
posal was said to be under consideration for an Italian imdertaking not to bomb 
the railway in return for an Abyssinian undertaking not to use it for the 
transport of mumtions. No agreement on these lines was reached, but the 
Italians did refrain from attacking the railway, and their restraint was gener- 
ally attributed to an understanding with Prance of which the French attitude 
in regard to the transport of munitaons was the outcome. 

® See p. 366, above, footnote. 
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impossible to supply more than two divisions in the field, and the 
problem remained serious even when the poii; of Mogadiscio camo 
into use — which was not until after the campaign had been in 
progi'ess for about two months. Events were to prove that the 
Itahans were right in their decision to throw their weight into the 
northern campaign. Before the war began Signor Mussolini was 
believed to have been warned by the Italian General Staff that the 
process of estabhshing military control over the whole of Abyssinia 
might take several years, and that even the less ambitious aim of 
uniting Eritrea and Somaha by the occupation of Tigre in the north, 
Ogaden in the south, and part of the province of Harrar in the 
centre, could only be attained after lengthy operations. Probably 
not even the most sanguine prophet foresaw at this stage that the 
Italian army would enter Addis Ababa seven months after it had 
crossed the Mareb ^ 

In the early days of the war there were many rumours concerning 
an Italian force, composed of Askaris with a few Wliite officers and 
supphed with armoured cars and aeroplanes, which was said to have 
advanced across the desert from Asab to the eastern slopes of Moimt 
Mussa Ah, in the angle between Eritrea and French Somaliland.^ 
This force did not achieve either of the alternative objects — ^the 
occupation of Dessye or the cutting of the railway from Djibouti to 
Addis Ababa — ^which were attributed to it in Addis Ababa, and 
although it was reported in Rome at the beginning of December 
that road building was in progress on this central sector and that it 
was expected to become increasingly important as the general cam- 
paign progressed, there was in fact no further news for many weeks 
of any Itahan activities east of the plateau. The ItaUan campaigns 
in the north and in the south of Abyssinia were virtually independent 
of each other, and the course of operations on the two fronts can 
therefore be followed separately. 

^ It may be doubted whetlier Signor Mussolini himself expected to make a 
total conquest of the Emperor Hade Selassie’s dominions at the time when 
he was i)reparing to commit his act of aggression, or indeed at any time, even 
after the oi>ening of hostilities, until the very last phase of the war. Possibly 
it was only the outcome of the Battle of Lake Ashangi (Slst Maroh-4th 
April) that opened Marshal Badoglio’s eyes to the fact that a totalitarian 
victory was within his grasp ; and this was only a month before the with- 
drawal of the Emperor from Ethiopian soil and the Italian occupation of 
Addis Ababa 

* According to a report telegraphed by the Abyssinian Grovemment to 
Geneva on the 2nd October, Italian troops had invaded Abyssinian territory 
in the region south of Mount Mussa Ah before the main force in the north 
began its a<lvance across the Mareb. This report was denied by the Italian 
Government (see p. 199, above). 
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(c) The Campaiqh^ in the Nohth 

General de Bono’s original plan of campaign in the north was that 
of a gradual advance in irresistible strength, with frequent halts for 
the organization of communications, and with as httle interference 
as possible with the normal life of the inhabitants of the occupied 
territory. This method of slow-but-sure progress was presumably 
designed to avoid any risk of a repetition of the events of 1896, and 
it would also be extremely difficult for the Abyssinians to counter 
effectively ; but it would have the disadvantage of imposing a con- 
siderable strain upon the moral of the troops in the field and of the 
Italian nation as a whole, as well as upon the country’s financial 
resources — even on the assumption that no interference in Italy’s 
plans was to be expected from the states members of the League of 
Nations. The speeding-up of operations after General de Bono had 
been succeeded by Marshal Badoglio was certainly fully justified by 
the results. 

At 5 a.m, on the 3rd October, 1935, the first detachments of the 
Italian forces m Eritrea crossed the Mareb and began their advance 
upon Adowa. In the course of the day there were air raids over Addi 
Grat and Adowa, and Addi Grat was occupied on the 4th October, 
During these first two days-the advance met with little or no resistance, 
but a certain amount of opposition was encountered between Addi 
Grat and Adowa. The fighting was not of a serious nature, however, 
and when the Italians entered Adowa on the morning of the 6th 
October they found that the forces of Eas Seyum (of whose province 
Adowa was the capital) had retreated during the night. The capture 
of Adowa, therefore, could hardly be considered a glorious feat of 
arms, but the victory was held none the less to have avenged the 
disaster of the 1st March, 1896, and it was celebrated with great 
rejoicings throughout Italy. 

When the three Army Corps — ^two 'national’ and one African — 
which were engaged in the advance had reached the Adowar-Addi 
Grat line, a pause for consolidation was ordered, and the engineers 
and workmen who accompanied the troops set about the task of road 
building. This halt, which lasted some three weeks, gave an oppor- 
tunity for the Italian High Command to harvest some of the fruits 
of the policy which had been followed by the Eritrean authorities and 
by Italian consuls in Abyssinia during recent years. The absence of 
any effective opposition from Eas Seyum lent some colour to the 
carefully prepared Italian version that the invasion was in the nature 
of a peaceful occupation of a country-side whose population was 
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eagerly awaiting liberation from their oppressors. In a proclamation 
which he had issued on the 3rd October, General de Bono had formally 
announced that the Itahan troops had crossed the Mareb in order to 
ensure tranquilhty to the population, and he had appealed to the 
people of the Tigre to remain calm and continue their normal occupa- 
tions so far as possible. Duiing the halt on the Adowa-Addi Grat 
hne, further proclamations were issued announcing the abolition of 
slavery and the suspension of market duties and customs tolls in the 
occupied zone, and the troops were ordered to respect the personal 
liberty and the property of the natives and to pay generously for any 
supplies which they obtained from them. 

Thanks either to these precautions or to the thoroughness with 
which the ground had been prepared by Itahan propaganda, the in- 
habitants of the villages which were occupied by the Itahans made 
no difficulties over surrendering to the invaders. The Itahan accounts 
of the submission, day after day, of chiefs and their followers were 
perhaps exaggerated for home consumption (Addis Ababa denied the 
existence of many of the chiefs whose names were included in the 
Itahan reports) ; but the defections durmg the first few weeks were 
apparently on an extensive scale. The most notable of the desertions 
from the Abyssinian cause in the early days of the war was that of 
Dejazmach Haile Selassie Gugsa, the Governor of the Eastern Tigre 
and a son-in-law of the EmperorA He made his submission on the 
10th October and was rewarded by his appointment as Eas of the 
Tigre — an appomtment which was conferred on him by General de 
Bono, in the name of King Victor Emmanuel, on the 17th October. 
Another success of the Itahan pohey was the voluntary surrender of 
Axum. The Itahan High Command had been anxious to avoid 
tramphng upon the rehgious susceptibihties of the population by 
occupying by force of arms the holy city of Abyssinia, in which, 
according to the tradition, there stiU rested the Ark of the Covenant 
which had been brought from Jerusalem by the son of Bang Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba. At the same time, the possession of the 
traditional centre of Abyssinian rehgious hfe was of considerable 
importance to the Itahans, and significance was also attached to it 

^ Bejazmach Gugsa was said to have felt great resentment because he had 
been deprived of a considerable part of his patrimony on the death of his 
father Kas Gugsa Araia in 1932, and the appointment of Ras Seyum to the 
supreme command in the Tigre was beheved to have been another cause of 
ill will on his part. Gugsa was a descendant of the Emperor John, and the mem- 
bers of the Tigrean Imperial family were traditionally jealous of the Shoan 
dynasty which now occupied the throne. It was in the hope of healing this 
breach that the Emperor Haile Selassie had given one of his daughters in 
marriage to Gugsa, but she had died before 1935. 
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because Axum bad been the centre of religious celebrations for the 
Abyssinian victory in 1896. The deputation of priests, headed by 
their political and religious chief, the Nevraid, who handed the keys 
of the city to General de Bono on the 15th October, therefore solved 
the problem in a manner highly satisfactory to the Italians.^ 

The extension of the Italian line westwards through Axum did not 
add to its strength, for the right flank would be exposed to attack and 
the communications with the base would be threatened until the 
country between Axum and the Sudan frontier had been cleared. It 
was in this sector that the Abyssinians were most active duiing this 
first pause in the Italian advance, and the forces under the command of 
Dejazmach Ayelu of Walkait succeeded in harassing their opponents 
and keeping them on the defensive by carrying out raids across the 
River Setit into Eritrea Along the rest of the front the Abyssinians 
refrained from any initiative, and one of the principal difficulties of 
the Italian command lay in locating the whereabouts of the forces of 
Eas Seyum and Ras Kassa, who had fallen back before the Itahan 
advance.^ 

On the 27th October patrols of troops belonging to the Eritrean 
Army Corps, which was holding the centre of the Italian line, began to 
move forward towards Makalle, but a general advance did not begin 
until the 3rd November. The Second Army Corps, on the right wing, 
did not advance with the centre and the left wing but remained in 
the region west of Axum. On the extreme left wing a column of 
Danakil under Itahan officers, which was moving forward along the 
edge of the plateau, was severely harassed by Abyssinian forces under 
Dejazmach Kassa Sebhat, who laid a successful ambush near Azbi; 
but neither Ras Seyum nor Ras Kassa offered any opposition to the 
Itahan advance, and aU the inhabited centres along the hne of march 
surrendered without resistance. Nevertheless, it took the Itahan 
forces until the 8th November to cover the distance of about thirty- 
five miles to Makalle. Their progress was hindered by heavy rains — 

^ In this case, also, personal motives were probably not absent, for the 
hierarchy at Axum were said to have resented the religious pohey of the Emperor 
Haile Selassie, who had made Addis Ababa the centre of the rehgious as well 
as the political administration of the country, and who had even been crowned 
in his capital mstead of at Axum hke all his predecessors. 

® During the first weeks of the war Italian air reconnaissance seems to have 
proved much less useful than had been expected for the purpose of locating 
the enemy, but with further experience the difficulties of reconnaissance 
work in country which afforded excellent facilities for concealment were to a 
large extent overcome. At the same time, the Abyssimans, for their part, also 
profited by expenence in learning the art of concealment — until their cover 
was made untenable for them by being drenched with poison gas (see p. 370, 
above). 
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unexpected at this season — which gi‘catly complicated the transport 
problem.^ Tlie troops who occupied Makalle on the morning of the 
8th November felt that they had vindicated the past once again, for 
in 1 896 a small Italian ganison which had been left to hold Makalle 
had been obliged to capitulate at length after a gaUant resistance. 

By the 10th November the main body of the Italian forces had 
taken up their position on the line of hills to the south of Makalle. 
The next bound forward would presumably be calculated to carry 
the Italian army another forty miles to Amba Alagi. The Italian 
High Command believed that the Abyssinians had assembled in great 
strength in the neighbourhood of Amba Alagi, where they were 
occupying strongly entrenched positions , but General de Bono did 
not consider that it would be safe to attempt a further advance — 
which might incite the Abyssinians to risk a pitched battle and thus 
afford the Italians the opportunity of striking a decisive blow — ^until 
the ground which had been occupied already had been consolidated 
and the roads which were necessary in order to maintam communica- 
tions with the rear had been constructed. Accordingly, there was 
another prolonged pause in the new position. 

One of the first developments after the occupation of the line south 
of Makalle was the recall of General de Bono and the appointment 
of Marshal Badoglio, the Chief of the Italian General Staff, as High 
Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief in his place. In his telegram 
of the 16th November to General de Bono, Signor Mussolini remarked 
that his mission ‘had been completed in extremely difficult circum- 
stances^ with the capture of Makalle. This statement might be in- 
terpreted to mean that the original appomtment of General de Bono 
had been made from political motives — ^it being judged advisable for 
a prominent Fascist to be responsible for the operations which would 
wipe out the disgrace of 1896 — ^and that it had always been the Duce’s 
intention to replace him by a younger man as soon as Adowa and 
Makalle had been taken by the Italian forces. It was generally 
assumed, however, that the appointment of Marshal Badoglio, the 
most distinguished living Italian soldier, was not unconnected with 
the decision of the League of Nations to impose sanctions upon Italy 
as an aggressor.^ If economic sanctions were even partially success- 
ful, it was obvious that time would become a factor ’of the greatest 
importance, and General de Bono’s method of ‘safety first’ would 
not be suited to the changed conditions. 

^ According to one report, no wheeled transport was able to reach Makalle 
for three weeks after its occupation, and the garrison had to be supplied by 
aeroplane. * PP' 212-4, above. 
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The arrival o£ Marshal Badogho on the Northern Front in the last 
week of November^ was not the signal for the resumption of the 
Italian advance — ^which appeared, indeed, to be precluded for the 
time being by the state of communications with the base in Eritrea 
(at the end of November the port of Massawa was said to be in a 
condition of hopeless congestion, and the organization of transport 
services chaotic). Signs were not lacking, however, that the new 
Italian commander did not intend to follow his predecessor’s policy 
of giving the Italian invasion the appearance, as far as possible, of a 
peaceful colonial enterprise. Between the 3rd October, when Adowa 
and Addi Grat were bombed, and the recall of General de Bono on 
the 16th November the air arm in the north seems to have been em- 
ployed almost exclusively on reconnaissance work, but on the 19th 
November bombs were dropped near Antalo, south of MakaUe, on an 
Abyssinian encampment which received the Italian aeroplanes with 
machine-gun and rifle fire, and during the first ten days of December 
the town of Dessye^ was twice bombed by aeroplanes from the base 
at Asab, and an air raid over Gondar was also reported. Marshal 
Badogho also ordered that the inhabitants of the occupied zone, who 
had been permitted by General de Bono to retain the rifles which 
were their most cherished possessions, should be required to surrender 
them. These were indications that the new Commander-in-Chief did 
not think it worth while to concihate the population — ^partly, perhaps, 
because he judged that those of the local chiefs who were hkely to be 
won over to the Italian side by conciliatory methods had already 
made their submission.® In the light of after events, the abandonment 


^ Marshal Badoglio had visited Eritrea after the opening of hostilities, 
returning to Italy from Massawa on the 24th October. His report on the 
conditions obtaining on the Northern Front was, therefore at the disposal of 
Signor Mussolini when he made his decision to recall General de Bono. 

® The motive of the raids over Dessye was the presence of the Emperor 
Haile Selassie, who had arrived in the town on the 30th November. A few 
days earher he had visited both the Northern and the Southern Front by 
aeroplane. After his arrival at Dessye, the Emperor gave orders that the 
troops should evacuate the town of Harrar (which was the site of a French 
and a Swedish hospital) in order that the foreigners and non-combatants 
in the town might be spared bombardment from the air. On the 2nd December 
the Abyssinian Government notified the League of Nations that Harrar was 
now an open town. 

* An important surrender which was reported during the first three weeks 
of November was that of the Sultan of Biru, whose territory occupied a large 
part of the Danakil plain. The Sultan of Aussa, between the edge of the 
plateau and the borders of French Somaliland, was also said to have sub- 
mitted, but this report was premature, and the Sultan continued to ‘sit on 
the fence ’ until his capital was occupied by Italian troops (see p. 396, below), 
after which he made his formal submission. 
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of policy of conciliation by the Italian High Command in November 
could be seen to have foreshadowed the adoption of the policy of 
frightfulncss which reached its height in March and April 1936. 

Meanwhile, befoi'e the arrival of Marshal Badoglio, an attempt had 
been made to close the gap in the Italian line between the right wing 
based on Adowa and Axuni and the main body south of Makalle 
Detachments of the Second Army Corps advanced early in November 
to occupy points at which the Takazye could be forded, and by the 
middle of the month the line was said to have been established con- 
tinuously from the river to Makalle. In fact, however, the Italian 
forces seem to have consisted of no more than scattered outposts, and 
the nature of the country made it impossible to estabhsh lateral com- 
munications behind the line. On the Sth December the occupation of 
Abbi Addi, the capital of the Tembyen, was announced, but the 
Italians were still far from being masters of the whole of that district 
of rugged heights, cliffs and ravines, where small bands of Abysstnians 
who know tlie country were able to elude captm'e without difficulty. 
The Italian reports spoke of the progress made in ‘combing’ and 
‘mopping up’ the Tembyen, but the failure of these operations to 
achieve their purpose was proved by subsequent events. 

During November there had been little Abyssinian activity except 
on the Italian right and left wings, and attacks on the centre of the 
Italian line had not been frequent. By the beginning of December, 
however, the Abyssinian forces on the Northern Front had been 
strengthened by the arrival of Ras Mulugeta — an Adowa veteran who 
was the Emperor’s Minister for War — ^with detachments of the Im- 
perial Guard, and this was apparently the signal for the adoption of 
more aggressive tactics. During the night of the 3rd-4th December 
a strong force of Abyssinians was reported to have attacked the 
Italian position at Shelikot, south of Makalle, but to have been 
repulsed, and during the next few days there was activity all along 
the front. The first really serious engagement of the war on the 
Northern Front began on the 16th December on the Italian right 
wing, where Abyssinian detachments belonging to the forces of Dejaz- 
maoh Ayelu and of Ras Imru (the Governor of Gojam,^ whose army 
had now made contact with that of Dejazmach Ayelu) crossed the 
Takazye in two places in an attempt to t;im the Italian flank. An 
Italian outpost on the Takazye was driven back some fifteen miles 

^ Another revolt against Ras Imru, who had been appointed to succeed 
Eas Hailu on the latter’s fall in 1932 (see p. 116, above), had broken out in 
Go jam after the beginning of the war, and the rebellion proved to he impossible 
to suppress when no considerable force could be spared from the front. 
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to the Dembegwina Pass, where hand-to-hand fighting took place, 
and the bitterness of the contest, which lasted for some days, was 
indicated by the official figure of the Itahan casualties, in which the 
proportion of killed to wounded was nearly ten to one.^ Por the first 
time the Italian communiques admitted a retreat, and the claim that 
the ground lost was recovered almost immediately does not seem to 
have been justified. The Abyssinians continued to press hard upon 
this sector, and by the turn of the year they were said to have regained 
possession of most of Southern Shire. 

Meanwhile, on the 22nd December, the Abyssinians had also made 
a determined attempt to penetrate the centre of the Italian line near 
Abbi Addi in order to cut the communications between Makalle and 
the rear. The results of this attack were indecisive, but on the whole 
favourable to the Abyssinians. They succeeded in reoccupying Abbi 
Addi at a heavy loss, and gained control over the Adowar-Makalle 
road ; and, while the road from Makalle to Addi Grat remained open, 
it was now threatened from both sides — ^for the forces of Dejazmach 
Kassa Sebhat were still at large to the north-east of Makalle. 

Thus at the beginning of the new year the position of the Italian 
army on the Northern Front appeared to be unsatisfactory. It looked 
as though the army was immobilized by its own weight, and would 
have its work cut out if it was to hold the dangerous Makalle salient 
against continual ‘pin-prick^ attacks fi:om the enemy — attacks which 
were hkely to be particularly trying to European nerves in view of 
the high altitude. Many foreign observers concluded that Marshal 
Badogho, even if he were not obliged to withdraw from Makalle, 
would certainly be unable to advance any further before the onset 
of the rains in May, and this belief was strengthened by a communique 
which was issued in Eome on the 30th December, at the close of a 
Cabinet meeting, in which stress was laid on the inevitability of 
occasional pauses even in colonial warfare.^ 

Events were to prove how far these prognostications were from the 

^ Between the 16th and the 17th December the Italians admitted the loss 
of 272 killed agamst only 29 wounded. The majority of the casualties were 
among the Askaris. 

® At the end oi January 1936, Signor Mussohni announced that 60,000 
civilians would be sent out to push on with work on the roads so that they 
might remain in use during the rainy months. It was expected that roads 
hnkmg up Massawa, Entiscio, Adowa, Axum, Hauzien and Makalle would bo 
completed and asphalted for protection against the rains before May. There 
were also rumours that stone buildings to house men and stores were being 
erected behind the lines at Makalle, and these reports of preparations for the 
rainy season were taken as an indication that no great advance was anticipated 
before the rains began, and that a complete victory during this first campaign- 
ing season was certainly not contemplated. 
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truth. Marshal Badogho had made good use of the enforced pause 
on the Makalle Ihies not only in building roads but also in organizing 
the forces under his command — ^wliich were now augmented by the 
Third Ai’iny Corps of ^national’ troops. When the Itahans finally took 
the initiative again they proved to be at least the equals of the 
Abyssuuans in mobility and as much their superiors in strategy as 
they were in armaments. Prom the second week of February 1936 
onwards tlio Italians advanced with a rapidity which surpassed 
all expectations until they entered Addis Ababa in triumph on the 
5th May. 

During the first fortnight of J anuary frequent encounters between 
patrols wore reported from the Tembyen, and there was great Italian 
activity in the air. Large forces of Abyssinians were observed to be 
massing to the south of Makalle, and air bombardment was used to 
break up these concentrations. Early m January Ras Mulugeta 
occupied Amba Aradam — a mountain 9,000 feet high situated about 
twelve miles south of Makalle — and the bombardment of the northern 
slopes of the mountain by artillery, which had been brought up behind 
the Italian luies, did not disperse this force, which not only blocked 
the way for an Italian advance southwards towards Amba Alagi but 
was also in a position to support Ras Kassa and Ras Seyum in their 
operations in the Tembyen. 

On the 19th January a battle began in the Tembyen which la^sted 
until the 23rd January, The Italians and the Abyssinians agreed in 
reporting fierce fighting, but in other respects their versions were 
diametrically opposed. Either side claimed a complete victory and 
maintained that the losses of the enemy were enormous and its own 
losses negligible;^ and circumstantial details which were published 
by the Abyssinians regarding the numbers of guns, rifles and machine- 
guns which had fallen into their hands were categorically denied by 
the Italians* It was not clear whether the initiative came from the 
Italians or from the Abyssinians — ^if from the former, it was probably 

^ Their mobility was not affected to any extent by rain, and several battles 
were fought and won in a downpour. The Italian engineers and labour corps 
were apparently successful in constructing roads which withstood the ‘Little 
Bains and after tlie resumption of the Italian advance the transport problem 
was also eased by an increasing use of aircraft for carrying supphes. The 
Abyssinians, on the other hand, who depended for their communications on 
primitive tracks, seem to have been seriously handicapped whenever there was 
a heavy fall of rain. In this respect, therefore, the climate proved unexpectedly 
to be an asset to the invaders rather than to the defenders of the country. 

® The Italians admitted that their own casualties were over 700, but they 
claimed to have killed and wounded many thousand Abyssinians. A repoH 
from Addis Ababa put the number of Italians killed at 15,000, 
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in order to forestall an Abyssinian ofEensive — ^but there were repeated 
attacks and coimter-attacks by both sides, and the fighting was 
reported to have been specially severe at the Warieu Pass, north of 
Abbi Addi, which was held by a detachment of Blackshirts. For the 
first time the Italian ‘nationaU troops and not the African troops bore 
the brunt of the fighting, and in his communiques Marshal Badoglio 
made the rather surprising claim that the engagement had ' established 
the prestige of the Italian White combatants \ It appeared from the 
accounts given by both parties that if any ground was gained it was 
by the Abyssinians, and if this was so the battle must have left the 
forces of Ras Kassa and Ras Seyum even closer to the road from 
MakaUe to the rear than they had been before. The persistence during 
the last week of January of reports that skirmishes were taking place 
north of MakaUe appeared to indicate that the threat to the Italian 
communications was as serious as ever ; yet in the second week of 
February Marshal Badoglio was able to use two Army Corps in 
operations south of MakaUe and thus to give convincing proof of 
his beUef that his lines of communication were not in any great 
danger- Moreover, it was significant that neither Ras Kassa nor Ras 
Seyum made any attempt to intervene in order to hamper the resump- 
tion of the Italian advance. 

The fact that those two leaders had stood their ground in the 
Tembyen and that Ras Mulugeta had entrenched himself at Amba 
Aradam indicated an intention to make a determined attempt to 
check a further Italian advance. Whether this decision was dictated 
by the difficulty of preventing the dissolution of feudal armies which 
were being given no opportxmity to fight — especiaUy at a time when 
their moral was shaken by the news of serious reverses in the south^ — 
or whether the long period of ItaUan inertia, reacting upon the 
' superiority complex ’ which their previous encounters with Europeans 
had bred in the Amharans, had made them over-confident in their 
own strength, the massing of forces was bound to play into the hands 
of the ItaUans. In the battle of the Tembyen in January, the nature 
of the country and the fact that fighting was taking place between 
smaU bodies of Abyssinians and Italians over a relatively wide area 
restricted the Italian use of artiUery and air bombardment and thus 
placed the opposing forces on a more equal footing ; but at the battle 
of Amba Aradam in February the odds were heavily against Ras 
Mulugeta from the outset, and neither the difficult country, nor heavy 
rain, nor the gallant resistance of the Abyssinians interfered with the 
successful execution of Marshal Badoglio's plans, 

^ See p. 406, below. 
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In preparation for an Italian advance Amba Aradam was subjected 
to intense bombardment from artillery and from the air during the 
fii’st ten days of February, but the mountain — 'an intricate mass of 
caverns, valleys, peaks, crags and rugged groimd’ — afforded good 
cover to Ras Mulugeta’s men, and their commander apparently 
thought that he could hold the position.^ When the Italian advance 
began on the 1 1th February, Ras Mulugeta did not realize, apparently, 
that Marshal Badogho intended to attack biTn on both flanks, and he 
allowed himself to be surrounded. By the 15th February two Italian 
columns had made contact south of Amba Aradam, and on the evening 
of that day the Italian flag was hoisted on the topmost peak of the 
mountain by Blackshirts under the command of the Duke of Pistoia. 
Ras Mulugeta and the remnant of his army had fought their way 
through and were in full retreat towards the south while Italian 
aeroplanes bombed them remorselessly. 

The Italians claimed that the Abyssinians lost some 20,000 men 
in this battle,^ that Ras Mulugeta’s fighting strength was completely 
shattered and that in his retreat he abandoned stores and live-stock 
and even wounded. In a telegram to Signor Mussolini announcing 
the victory, Marshal Badogho remarked that ‘the dead of Adowa, 
avenged at last, rest in peace’. The Abyssinians themselves declared 
that the retreat from Amba Aradam had been executed in good order 
and in time to avoid anything in the nature of a disaster, and that the 
greater part of Ras Mulugeta’s army was able to re-form south-west 
of Amba Aradam. Subsequent developments showed, however, that 
the Itahan version must have been considerably nearer than the 
Abyssinian version to the truth. In fact, it appeared that Ras 
Mulugeta’s decision to hold Amba Aradam was the turning-point in 
Abyssinian fortunes. Whether the Italian advance could have been 
checked if the Abyssinians had executed a strategic retreat from 
Amba Aradam remains an open question ; but, as it was, there seems 

^ Ras Mulugeta was said to be among the most conservative of the Abys- 
sinian leaders, and the fact that he had fought at Adowa mchned him to look 
upon the Italians with contempt. Moreover, his army, consisting for the most 
part of the European-trained regulars who formed the Imper^ G^uard, was 
the best-armed Abyssinian force in the field, and the men as well as their 
leader may have felt it disgraceful to withdraw without resistance. It may be 
noted, however, that Vehib Pasha considered that the Western training 
received by the Imperial Guard had merely robbed them of their naturd 
fighting qualities, and had made them less reliable in battle than the 
untrained irregulars and readier to take to flight in the face of the enemy 
(see a report in The Marichester Guardian of the 4th June, 1936, of interviews 
given by Vehib Pasha in Cairo in May 1936). 

® The Italian losses were officially stated as 196 killed and 606 wounded. 
No African troops appear to have been used on this occasion by the Italians. 
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to be little doubt that the defeat of the Imperial Guard under Has 
Mulugeta hastened the Abyssinians’ disintegration by striking a shat- 
tering blow at their moral, as well as by enabling Marshal Badoglio 
to turn and dispose of the other Abyssinian armies which were 
threatening his flank. So far as there was any question of individual 
responsibility for the Abyssinian debacle, a considerable share of that 
responsibihty would appear to rest upon the shoulders of the ‘die- 
hard' Minister for War.^ 

Marshal Badoglio did not despatch troops in pursuit of the retreat- 
ing Abyssinians, but a few days after the occupation of Amba 
Aradam the First Army Corps began a cautious advance in the 
direction of Amba Alagi. This strong natural position was held in 
considerable force, and it was apparently the intention of the Abys- 
sinians to hold up the Italian advance as long as possible at this 
point; but their forces included a large contingent of GaUas and 
members of other subject tribes who had been bought by the 
Italians, and who deserted to their paymasters before the Italian 
column reached Amba Alagi. This defection left the flank of the 
loyal troops exposed and made it impossible for them to hold their 
ground, and they withdrew without offering any opposition. Amba 
Alagi was occupied on the 28th February, 1936, by Italian troops, 
who thus regained on the eve of the anniversary of the Battle of 
Adowa the position which marked the southern limit of the Italian 
penetration of Abyssinia in 1895. 

Meanwhile, the Third Italian Army Corps, which had shared with 
the First Army Corps the honours of the Battle of Amba Aradam, 
had moved westwards and by the 19th February it had occupied 
Gaela, a village on the road running southwards from Abbi Addi. 
This meant that the main line of communication from the Emperor's 
headquarters at Dessye to the Tembyen had passed under Italian 
control, and that Eas Kassa and Eas Seyum, who were still in the 
Tembyen with forces believed to amount to about 30,000 men, were 
hemmed in from three sides ; on the south by the Third Army Corps, 
on the north-east by the Eritrean Army Corps, which had been left 
based on Hauzien to guard the communications from Makalle, 
and on the north-west by the Second Army Corps, which was still 
based on Adowa and Axum, and the Fourth Army Corps (consisting 
of new reinforcements). According to the Italian version, the Abys- 
sinian leaders waited placidly in this trap for the next Italian move, 

^ Eas Mulugeta paid for his error with his life. Early in March it became 
known that he had died from pneumonia which he had contracted durmg the 
retreat. 
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and did not use the ten days’ grace which Marshal Badoglio allowed 
them in order to make good their escape by the only route left open 
to them — westwards across the gorge of the Takazye into the still 
more rugged country of the Semyen. On the evening of the 27th 
February the three sides of the trap began to close in, and at the end 
of three days Marshal Badogho announced another complete Italian 
victory. The Abyssinians were driven out of several strongly fortified 
posts which they held in the Tembyen^ after fierce fighting, and they 
were heavily bombed as they made their way to the fords of the 
Takazye Once again the Italians claimed to have killed thousands 
of the enemy and to have routed the remainder so completely that 
they even threw away their arms as they fled ; and once again the 
Abyssinian version was that there had been no disaster but an 
orderly retreat, with rearguard actions which did not involve heavy 
losses.^ The Italians, at any rate, had at length removed the ^ Tembyen 
sore’, and the extent to which the Abyssinians had suffered in the 
process was indicated by the fact that they made Httle or no attempt 
to harass the enemy any further. According to subsequent reports, 
a considerable proiiortion of the men who escaped from the Tembyen 
had lost any taste for fighting and slipped away in the direction of 
then* homos, Ras Kassa and Ras Seyum, with the remnant of their 
forces, made their way southwards, and before the end of March they 
had established contact with the forces under the command of the 
Emperor in the neighbourhood of Lake Ashangi.® 

The next Italian move was in Southern Shire, where the Second 
Army Corps were face to face with the forces of Ras Imru and 
Dejazmach Ayclu. These two leaders, who were still holding the 
region west of Axum, showed a greater capacity for guerrilla warfare 
than the other Abyssinian generals on the Northern Front, and they 
had recently been making their presence felt with considerable effect. 

In the last week of February Ras Imru — ^acting, apparently, on 
the instructions of the Emperor, in the hope of refievmg the pressure 

^ The most remarkable episode was the Italian capture of Amba Warkamba, 
a commanding position near Abbi Addi. One side of this mountain was left 
undefended by the Abyssinians in the belief that it could not be climbed, but 
a detachment of Alpini and rock-climbing Blackshirts succeeded in scaling 
the cliff and took the defenders completely by surprise. 

® The opinion was expressed at Addis Ababa that the Italians had greatly 
exaggerated the importance of their success in the Tembyen in order to impress 
the statesmen who were about to assemble in G-eneva to examine the question 
of applying further sanctions to Italy. The Committee of Eighteen met on 
the 2nd March, 1936, but postponed the considera,tion of oil sanctions pending 
the result of an appeal for the suspension of hostilities (see pp. 337-9, above). 

^ See p. 396, below. 
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on the Tembyen — ^had despatched flying columns which had executed 
two daring and successful raids behind the Italian hues, on the road 
between Adowa and Asmara. One column was reported to have 
captured an Italian fortified post and blown up an ammunition dump, 
while the other ambushed a detachment of White troops. A few days 
earher Dejazmach Ayelu, after a long period of inactivity, had 
succeeded in surprising the Italian post at Om Ager, on the Setit, 
close to the frontier of the Sudan, and had also destroyed an ammuni- 
tion dump. He had then moved east again and joiued forces once 
more with Eas Imru. 

At the conclusion of the second battle of the Tembyen, the Second 
Itahan Army Corps and the Fourth Army Corps converged on Ras 
Imru and Dejazmach Ayelu from the east and the north, and after 
some three days of fighting, in which the Itahans made considerable 
use of poison gas, the Abyssinians retreated across the Takazye 
with heavy losses. By the end of the first week in March^ the 
Second Army Corps were said to be holding the fords of the Takazye 
and to be engaged in ‘combing’ the whole area down to the river. 
The most remarkable feature of this Battle of Southern Shire was 
that the Fourth Army Corps, which was advancing southwards over 
ground so rough that mechanical transport was out of the question, 
was supplied entirely by aeroplane throughout the operations. 

The Battle of Southern Shire completed — ^apparently at an insignifi- 
cant loss to the Italians® — ^the strategical plan which had begun 
with the advance on Amba Aradam on the 11th February, and the 
success of this plan placed Marshal BadogHo in a favourable position 
of which he took full advantage. In the north-west the defeat of 
Ras Imru and Dejazmach Ayelu opened the way for an advance 
towards Lake Tana. This was prepared for by air raids over Gondar 
and other centres and was carried out with remarkable rapidity and 
without encountering any resistance. By the middle of March Italian 
troops had crossed the River Takazye and were ‘ combing ’ the eastern 

^ On the 8th March Signor Mussolmi notified his acceptance in principle 
of the proposal for negotiations which had been made by the Committee of 
Thirteen on the 3rd March (see p. 338, above). On the same day it was 
reported that Marshal Badogho had given orders for the cessation of all 
hostilities while the peace negotiations were in progress, but on the following 
day this report was contradicted. It appeared that Marshal Badogho had in 
fact received instructions from Rome to suspend operations, but that those 
orders were countermanded when the news of Herr Hitler’s cowp in the 
Rhineland was received. 

® The official Itahan figures of casualties during the second Battle of the 
Tembyen and the Battle of Southern Shire were 292 killed and rather more 
than 1,000 wounded. 



Sect. XI THE ITALIAN MILITARY OPERATIONS 395 

slopes of the Semycii massif, while another force had entered Walkait 
across the River Setit from Eritrea. Ras Imru and Dejazmach Ayelu 
did not attempt to oppose this advance, but withdrew southwards, 
and by the end of March practically the whole of Walkait was under 
Itahan occupation. In the middle of March a column consisting 
of 5,000 men in 500 motor-vehicles, led by Signor Starace, the 
Secretary of the Fascist Party, had left Asmara for a dash on Gondar. 
This column crossed the Sctit at Om Ager, and followed the Sudan 
border as far as Nogara, whence it struck south-eastwards towards 
Gondar. The lonles wore left behind at the Chercher Pass, about 
fifteen miles from the goal, which the troops entered on foot on the 
1st April. Signor Starace had apparently encountered no resistance 
whatever, but even so his achievement was a remarkable one, since 
ho had traversed some 340 miles of difficult country, in great heat, 
in just over a fortnight. Another column, consisting of Eritrean 
troops, had started to advance on Gondar from the Takazye early in 
March. This force skirted the north-western slopes of the Semyen — 
receiving supplies by air-— and reached Gondar by way of Debareoh 
and Dabat just after Signor Starace. In the absence of any resistance, 
it was not difficult to extend the occupation south and west from 
Gondar. On the 12th April the Italian flag was hoisted on the 
northern shore of Lake Tana, and on the same day the customs port 
of Gallabat on the Sudan border was occupied. The establishment 
of Itahaii troo])s on the shores of Lake Tana was an event of poten- 
tial political importance, in view of British interests in that region, 
while the occupation of Gallabat cut one of the possible routes 
for the supply of munitions to the Abyssinians. On the 26th 
April the occujiation of the Lake Tana zone was said to have been 
completed by the entry of Italian troops into Barda Giorgis at 
the southern end of the lake. Other detachments of the Second 
and Fourth Army Corps were engaged during April in completing 
the work of ‘ mopping up ' the Tembyen and in extending the Italian 
occupation over the vast territory between the Sudan border and 
the Takazye which had been left untouched by the thrust towards 
Gondar. Tlvo Italian reports indicated that this task was proving 
less difficult than had appeared probable in view of the nature of 
the country, ovring to the withdrawal of Ras Imru s and Bejazmach 
Ayelu’s forces and the voluntary submission of the local population. 

Meanwhile, the ItaUan First and Third Army Corps had been 
Tnn.Tring rapid progtess southwards down the eastern side of the 
plateau. By the second week of March the First Army Corps, 
together with detachments of the Eritrean Corps, was advancing 
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along the edge of the plateau from Amba Alagi towards Lake 
Ashangij while the Third Army Corps moved down the caravan 
route from Abbi Addi towards Sokota — an important centre at the 
junction of caravan routes from the Tembyen on the north, Addis 
Ababa on the south, Dessye on the south-east and the Lake Tana 
and Go jam districts on the west. This corps had reached Fenaroa 
before the middle of March and Sokota by the end of the month. The 
main Abyssinian army was situated south of Lake Ashangi, under 
the command of the Emperor himself, who had left his headquarters 
at Dessye after Has Mulugeta’s defeat at Amba Aradam and had 
come north in the hope of rallying his forces. During March there 
were ominous reports of desertions from the army by groups of 
semi-starved men who took to plundering where they could, and 
the troops who remained loyal were greatly harassed by the activities 
of tribesmen who had gone over to the Italians ; for these deserters 
were now much better armed than their former comrades, and their 
knowledge of the country enabled them to do much damage to the 
Abyssinian cause. Moreover, the demoralization of the Abyssinians 
was greatly increased by the Italian use of poison gas.^ The occa- 
sional use by the Italians of the methods of chemical warfare had been 
reported by the Abyssinians from various quarters since the end of 
December 1935, and in March 1936 intensive gas bombing was 
employed on the Northern Front to break the Abyssinian resistance. 
In particTilar, mustard gas (yperite) was dropped in containers or 
sprayed from the wings of aeroplanes over combatants and non- 
combatants alike, as well as over the undergrowth which might 
afford cover to the Abyssinians. Against this terrible weapon the 
Abyssinians were entirely without defence, and it was to their credit 
that they were not so completely demoralized by it as to bo in- 
capable of striking a laist desperate blow. 

Towards the end of March, the Emperor’s position near Kworam 
was threatened by the two Italian columns which were advancing 
on Lake Ashangi and on Sokota, and there was also the possibility 
that his line of retreat might be cut off from the south-east. Since 
October little or nothing had been heard of the activities of the 
Italian force which was supposed to be operating in the Danakil 
Depression,^ but at the end of March 1936 the Italian commnniquis 
announced that a column had advanced across the almost waterless 
desert from Asab and had entered Sardo, the capital of the Sultanate 
of Aussa, on the 11th March. Sardo was only about one hundred 

^ See also p. 370, above, and pp. 413-4, below. 

“ See p. 381, above. 



Sect, XI THE ITALIAN MILITARY OPERATIONS 397 

miles from Dcssye and the same distance from the railway, and 
although the nature of the country made it improbable that the 
Italians would be able to deliver a sudden thrust from Sardo, the 
establishment of an air base in that town — ^which was beheved to be 
the main object of the move — ^would enable them to make even 
greater use than before of the air arm on the Northern Front. 

Marshal Radoglio afterwards placed it on record that he had 
intended to attack the Abyssinian army south of Lake Ashangi on 
the 5th April — using, presumably, the 'pincers’ movement which 
had already proved so successful in the north. He was, however, 
forestalled by the Emperor, who moved north with some 20,000 men 
from Kworam and struck at the First Italian Army Corps just above 
Lake Ashangi on the 31st March. The Emperor was obviously in a 
position in which he nmst either fight or make good his retreat 
without delay, and it is possible that he decided on the forlorn hope 
of an attack because he was aware that the demoralization of his 
army would be completed by a retreat. Many observers, however, 
believed that Haile. Selassie was overruled by his Rases, who refused 
to withdraw and adopt guerrilla tactics. At aU events, the decisive 
action in the war was opened on Abyssinian initiative. The attack 
on the 31st March centred on the village of Mai Ohio, a few miles 
north of Lake Ashangi. At first the Abyssinians had some success, 
and they displayed the greatest gallantry in their repeated attacks 
in the face of a withering fire from the Italian machine-guns. The 
Emperor himself took part in the fighting, and was said to have 
fired a macliine-gun for two days without sleep. The fighting lasted 
until the 4-th April, for although the Abyssinians had no chance 
of victory after the first day they held their ground with remarkable 
tenacity against the Italian artillery and air bombardment. On the 
3rd April the Abyssinian forces withdrew in good order to a line 
of hills a few miles from the shores of the lake, but they were finally 
routed when the Italians counter-attacked on the 4th April. The 
remnant of the Emperor’s army fled in disorder down the road 
to Dessyc, harassed by the Italian aircraft and by the attacks of 
rebellious tribes along the road.^ 

The decisive defeat of the Emperor and his guard removed the 
last effective obstacle from the way of Marshal Badoglio’s advance. 
In commenting on the Battle of Lake Ashangi to press correspondents, 

The Imperial Guard was able to fight occasional rearguard actions 
against rebellious Gallas, and in the middle of April an Abyssinian force was 
report^ to have surprised and routed an Eritrean contingent south-west of 
Lake Ashangi. 
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the Marshal remarked that the Abyssinian defeat was such as to 
allow bi-m ‘to conceive and execute the most daring plans ' ; and this . 
proved to be no idle boast. On the 5th April, the day after the Abys- 
sinian retreat began, the Itahana entered Kworam. That town was 
the starting-point of a motor-road to Dessye and Addis Ababa, 
the existence of which would obviously greatly facilitate the Italian 
advance. The Italian engineers, keeping pace with the advancing 
troops, had already constructed a serviceable road for transport 
lorries as far south as Mai Ohio, and it only remained to continue 
that road to Kworam in order to allow the Itahan army to sweep 
forward towards the capital. 

The Krst Army Corps and the Eritrean detachments resumed their 
advance after a short pause, ^ and Dessye was occupied at dawn 
on the 15th April by Eritrean troops who had left Kworam on the 
9th April and who had obtained their supplies on the way from the 
air. They met with practically no resistance, and the town of Dessye 
was not defended, although the Abyssinian Crown Prince had re- 
mained there until the Italian advance-guard was almost within 
sight. Marshal Badogho established his headquarters at Dessye on 
the 21st April. A few days earlier the Eritrean Army Corps had 
begun to advance on Addis Ababa by the more westerly, and shorter, 
of the two main routes from Dessye to the capital, and by the 27th 
April detachments of the First Army Corps had set out in motor 
lorries on the eastern road by way of Ankober. 

During April Addis Ababa was frequently visited by Italian 
aeroplanes, which did not indeed drop bombs upon the town (though 
on one occasion machine-gun fire was directed against the aerodrome 
in the neighbourhood) but which added to the strain upon the nerves 
of the native population and of the considerable number of foreigners 
who were among the inhabitants of the capital. During the second 
half of the month men who had been with the armies on the Northern 
Front were straggling back to Addis Ababa, and their condition and 
the accounts which they gave of the situation deepened the general 
gloom. Nevertheless, foreign observers in Addis Ababa appear to 
have received the impression that there was every prospect of the 
Emperor’s continuing the struggle, and that his cause was not yet 
altogether hopeless. Even after the news from Geneva in the 
mid^e of April^ made it clear that no help was to be expected from 

^ At tlie end of the first week in April, the Third Army Corps was also 
reported to have begun to advance southwards from Sokota towards Magdala, 
hut the occupation of Magdala had not been reported before the First Army 
Corps reached Addis Ababa. 

® See pp. 345 above. 
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that quarter at the eleventh hour, the Government continued to 
make plans for further resistance. On the 19th April a proclamation 
was issued ordering the whole male population, except the physically 
unfit, to report for military service, and attempts were made to 
check the Itahan advance upon Addis Ababa by destroying the 
roads from Dessye. The work of destruction was carried out hurriedly 
under the menace of air bombardment, and the damage done was 
not so serious as to be beyond repair by the Itahan engineers. There 
were also reports that detachments of Abyssinian soldiers had been 
despatched to hold the passes through the mountains, but when the 
Itahans reached these points there were no Abyssinian defenders to 
be dealt with.^ 

During the last few days of April the Government at Addis Ababa 
were reported to be making plans to retire towards the west and 
organize continued opposition to the Itahans from a new centre. 
On the last day of April the Emperor returned to his capital, accom- 
panied by Ras Kassa and other leading generals. On the 29th April 
the Itahans had at last succeeded in breaking through the ^Hinden- 
burg Line’ in the south, ^ and by the time when the Emperor arrived 
at Addis Ababa, the army of Dejazmach Nasibu — ^the only consider- 
able Abyssinian force which had not yet experienced defeat — ^was 
in full retreat. Nevertheless, Haile Selassie told foreign press corre- 
spondents on the 30th that he intended to fight to the end, and that 
the occupation of Addis Ababa by the Itahans would not compel 
him to surrender. On the 1st May he issued a final appeal calling 
upon every available man to take arms and march nortWards in a 
last attempt to bar Marshal Badogho’s progress. This appeal, 
apparently, ehcited httle or no response. During the retreat from 
Lake Ashangi the Emperor had had personal experience of the extent 
to which the Abyssinian cause was being betrayed by what was fake 
within, for he had had more than one narrow escape from capture or 
death at the hands of his own rebeUious subjects turned brigands. 
Ideas of treachery had also, apparently, been gaining ground among 
Haile Selassiek immediate entourage since the faU of Dessye.^ The 
failure of his appeal for volunteers on the 1st May seems finally to 
have broken his will to resist — coming, as it did, when he was 

^ At the end of April 6,000 AhyssinianB were reported to he holding a pass 
on Mount Tarmabcr, but when the Italians arrived they found only a few 
hundred men under the command of a Swedish officer, and these were easily 
dispersed. * P- 408, below. 

’ A statement to this effect was made by Commandant de Bois, a Belgian 
officer who had served on the Emperor’s General Staff (see The Times, 9th May, 
1936). 
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staggering under the tremendous strain to which he had been 
exposed for many months and which had culminated in his experiences 
since the 4th April — and in addition it was represented to liirn that 
the GaUa tribes, through whose territory the line of retreat westwards 
lay, were hostile to him. The Emperor had already arranged for the 
Empress and other members of his family to leave the country, 
and almost at the last moment he decided to accompany them. His 
decision to renounce the direction of affairs was conveyed to the 
British Minister, Sir Sidney Barton, on the evening of the 1st May, 
and early on the morning of the 2nd May Haile Selassie, accompanied 
by his wife and family, his Eoreign Minister (Bilatengeta Herouy), 
Kas Kassa and a number of other notables, left Addis Ababa by 
train for Djibouti.^ 

One of the Emperor’s last orders was that his palace should be 
thrown open in order that the people of Addis Ababa might help 
themselves to its contents; and as soon as his departure became 
known an orgy of burning, looting and rioting began which lasted 
for three days and which was said to have cost the lives of more than 
five hundred persons, including some foreigners. ^ The foreign 
members of the population for the most part took refuge in one or 
other of the Legations, but these were not exempt from attack. 
The American and Turkish Legations had eventually to be evacuated 
and their occupants given asylum in the grounds of the British 
Legation, outside the town, where an adequate system of defence 
had been organized in preparation for such an emergency. Other 
Legations also availed themselves of the help of the detachment 
of Sikhs who had been drafted to Addis Ababa some time previously 
in order to reinforce the British Legation guard. At the time of the 
Emperor’s departure, Eritrean troops who had been advancing along 
the western road were within easy reach of the capital, but Marshal 
Badoglio did not consider it advisable that African troops should 
be the first to enter the town, and the mechanized detachments of 
the First National Army Corps who were following the eastern 
route could not make such rapid progress owmg to the bad condition 
of the road. The French Grovernment were reported to have appealed 
to the Italian Government, m view of the disorders in Addis Ababa, 
for the earliest possible occupation of the city by the Italian army ; 
but it was not until the afternoon of the 6th May, 1936, that Marshal 

^ See p. 357, above. 

® Among the foreign victims was Dr. MelLy, the leader of the British 
ambulance unit. Dr. Mehy was wounded by rioters while attempting to carry 
out rescue work, and succmnhed to his wounds some days later. 
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Badoglio, riding at the head of detachments of national and African 
troops, made his triumphal entry into the Abyssinian capital after a 
campaign which had lasted almost exactly seven months. 

[d) The CAMPAiGisr in the South 
The small force under General Graziani’s command in the south 
began its operations under conditions very different from those in the 
north. Ill this country of sand and scrub full use could be made of 
mcclianical transport so long as the dry weather held, but the heavy 
rains which recurred at intervals from the middle of October turned 
the desert into a swamp and greatly hampered the Italian progress. 
Owing to the more open nature of the country, it was possible to 
make even greater use of the air arm in the south than in the north, 
and from the beginning General Graziani showed no hesitation in 
preparing for the advance of his infantry by intensive bombardments 
from the aii'.^ 

The principal objective of the Italian army on the Southern Front 
was the occupation of Harrar, the most important town in Abyssinia 
after Addis Ababa, and at the beginning of the war there seemed 
reason to expect that General Graziani would be able with relative 
ease to advance rapidly northwards until he reached Harrar and the 
railway. General Graziani was hampered, however, by the weather, 
by the smallness of the forces at his disposal and by the length of 
his lines of communication with his bases at Mogadiscio and at 
Bandar Qasim.^ He was obliged to operate by means of separate 
columns, which had great difficulty in keeping in contact with one 
another along a front extending for about four hundred miles from 
the borders of British Somaliland to the borders of Kenya, and which 
might find if they advanced too rapidly that Abyssinian forces had 
slipped in between and severed their communications with the rear. 
The main body of the Abyssinian army in the south was concen- 
trated round Harrar and Jigjiga, under the command of Dejazmach 
Neisibu (who had the assistance of an experienced Turkish General, 
Vehib Pasha) ; but as soon as the Italian army moved forward to 
engage Dejazmach Nasibu, its flank would be exposed to attack from 
the highlands of Bale, where Ras Desta Demtu, another of the 
Emperor’s sons-in-law, was in command of a large force. 

When the Italian army in the south began its advance simul- 

^ According to Vehib Pasha the intensive air bombardment did relatively 
little damage, owing to the absence of large buildings for targets, and the 
Abyssinian troops became so accustomed to it that it was difficult to make 
them take cover when aeroplanes appeared overhead. 

* See p. 368, above. 
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taneously with the army in the north, it was apparently divided into 
four main columns. In the north-east of the Ogaden a detachment 
which moved parallel with the frontier of British Somahland made 
rapid progress at fii’st in the direction of Jigjiga. The object of this 
column, presumably, was to cut the caravan route from Bei‘bera 
which was used for the transport of munitions, but its advance was 
soon brought to a standstill — probably by the absence of water — 
and little subsequent activity was reported, except by the air arm,^ 
along the British Somahland frontier. At the opposite end of the 
line, Dolo — a town close to the Kenya frontier which was already 
hah Italian and hah Abyssinian — was occupied immediately, in order 
to hold Has Desta in check and serve as a base for operations along 
the rivers Web, Ganale Doria and Dawa (which together formed the 
Juba in Itahan Somahland). In the centre, detachments — operating, 
apparently, from Walwal — ^were reported to have taken Gorlogubi 
within a day or two of the beginning of the forward movement, while 
the fourth column began operations along the rivers Webi Rhebeli 
and Fafan — ^the second of which offered the most direct line of advance 
to Harrar. 

It was in this Webi ShebeU-Fafan sector that activity was greatest 
during the first weeks of the war in the south. The first important 
Itahan objective was the post of Gorahai on the Fafan, which com- 
manded a valuable line of wells and was also a junction of caravan 
routes, and where an Abyssinian force under the command of 
Gerazmach Afework was strongly entrenched. The Abyssinian posts 
along the Webi Shebeh and the Fafan were subjected to repeated 
bombardment from the air during October, but the advance of the 
infantry was held up by the rains. By the end of October, however, 
the whole of the angle between the Webi Sheboh and the Fafan 
south of Gorahai was said to be in the hands of the Italians, who 
had beaten back an Abyssinian advance down the Webi Shobeli, 
and who had captured — ^not without bitter resistance — a number of 
minor forts which gave them control of aU the approaches to 
Gorahai. During the first week of November intensive bombing 
was carried out in preparation for the final assault. The death of 
Gerazmach Afework from wounds received during an air raid finally 
broke the defenders' nerve, and they fled before the advancing 
Itahan troops, who entered the town without resistance on the 
7th November (the day before the troops on the Northern Front 
occupied Makalle). 

^ A big consignment of munitions from Berbera was said to have been 
destroyed by bombs at the beginning of November 1935. 
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This Italian success was of considerable significance, for Gorahai 
was the first town on either front which had been taken in spite of an 
arpparent intention on the part of the Abyssinians to hold it as long 
as possible, and the moral effect of the air bombardment which had 
won an almost bloodless victory for the Italians might be expected 
to bo far-roachmg. Dejazmach Nasibu’s army were reported to have 
been considerably disheartened by the fall of Gorahai, but a visit 
which the Emperor paid to the Southern Front towards the end of 
November did much to restore the army’s moral. The occupation of 
Gorahai appeared to leave the way free for a rapid Itahan advance 
up the Fafan as far as the hills south of Jigjiga and Harrar, where 
the Abyssinians were expected to make a stand ; but the Italians were 
not able to follow up their success at Gorahai by an advance in 
force. 

The principal Abyssinian posts between Gorahai and Dejazmach 
Nasibu’s head-quarters at Jigjiga were Sasa Baney and Daggah Bur, 
and both of these had already been bombed several times. A few 
days after the faU of Gorahai a report was in circulation that the 
Italian troops had already advanced more than a hundred miles from 
Gorahai and taken both Sasa Baneh and Daggah Bur ; but though 
advance patrols may have visited one or both places, no attempt 
seems to have been made to hold either of them. On the 11th 
November the Abyssinians won a considerable success at Anale, some 
thirty miles south of Daggah Bur, where a number of tanks were 
successfully ambushed ; and during the second half of November a 
good deal of spasmodic fighting took place in the country between 
Anale and Gorahai. At the end of the month came the news that 
the Italians had withdrawn aU along the hne. The Italian withdrawal 
seems to have been due largely to the fact that the Somah ' dubats ’ 
belonging to General Graziani’s African division were demoralized by 
their defeat at Anale, but it could also be explained partly by the 
return of the rains, which immobilized mechanical transport and 
made it impossible for the troops in advanced posts to be kept 
adequately supplied, and partly by the development of the Abys- 
sinian threat from the south-west. 

Ras Desta had hitherto remained inactive, and had taken no steps 
to divert Itahan attention from the drive northwards ; but towards 
the end of November he was reported to be marching on Dolo, with 
the object of occupying the zone between the Webi Shebeli and the 

^ A road between Sasa Baneh and Jigjiga had recently been constructed by 
Swiss engineers, and this provided easy access to the foot-bills south of 
Harrar. 



404 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sot‘ii. XI 


Kenya frontier and threatening the communications of the Italian 
force operating along the Fafan* Ras Desta’s advance guard had 
apparently been driven back by Italian troops before tlie end of 
November, but the Italians did not make any counter-advance. 
The air arm continued to be active, however, and in the middle of 
December the main body of Ras Desta’s troops was said to have been 
located between one hundred and twenty and one hundred and fifty 
miles north-west of Dolo, and an air attack took place near Negelli, 
while Daggah Bur was subjected to almost daily bombing. Tlxia pro- 
longed pause enabled General Graziani to bring up reinforcements 
which had been despatched to him from Libya and Italy, and by the 
turn of the year there were two divisions at Dolo or in the immediate 
neighbourhood. The delay also gave the Italian commander an ojipor- 
tunity to organize the local tribes who had declared for Italy. The 
Webi Shebeli valley had always been a source of trouble to the Govern- 
ment at Addis Ababa — it was here that the former Emperor Lij Yasu 
had made his longest stand after he had been deprived of his throne 
— and it was not surprising that several of the Muslim chiefs, the 
most important of whom was the Sultan of Olol-Dinle, should have 
gone over to the Italian side. 

In the second half of December African auxiliaries had begun to 
move up the Webi Shebeli towards Imi, where Dejazmach Bayenna 
Mared, the Governor of Bale, had been stationed for some weeks 
with a camel corps and the Bale levy. On Christmas Day an engage- 
ment took place at Gabba on the Webi Shebeli between an Abyssinian 
force and the Sultan of Olol-Dinle, in which the Abyssinians were 
apparently driven off after severe fighting. A week later Danan, a 
village on the Bawa (an affluent of the Webi Shebeli), which was 
situated about sixty miles west of Gorahai and was an important 
road centre, was occupied after a stiff resistance by another chief who 
had gone over to the Italians, Husayn Haile of the Ogaden rer Dala 
whose forces were then joined by those of the Sultan of Olol-Dinle. 
About a week later, however, Dejazmach Bajsenna Mared scored a 
success at Karanli, near Imi, where he beat off a frontal attack upon 
his position. 

Meanwhile, General Graziani had begun preparations for a drive 
against Ras Desta in the region between the rivers Ganale Doria and 
Dawa, where air reconnaissances revealed the presence of a consider- 
able Abyssinian force, whose advance-guard was reported to be within 
forty miles of Dolo. Amino on the Ganale Doria was occupied by 
Italian troops at the beginning of January 1936, and during the next 
ten days there were several engagements between outposts, as well 
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as intense air activity along the rivers Ganale Doria and On 

the 12th January the Italians began an advance in force — 
body moving forward between the two rivers while a detachmeiSC^ 
on the right bank of the Ganale Doria carried out an outflanking 
movement. 

Ras Desta, who had taken his time over his descent from the high- 
lands to tlu'caten General Graziani’s rear, now appears to have 
hngcred too long m territory where his opponents could make full 
use of theii’ superiority in armaments and in means of transport, and 
where, moreover, he was experiencing great difficulty in obtaining 
provisions for his army.^ The Abyssinians put up a stout resistance 
against the attack of Somali 'dubats’, and for some two days they 
fought gallantly to maintam their position on the high ground between 
the rivers, fighting stubborn rear-guard actions as they slowly with- 
drew. When the attacking Somalis were reinforced by Askaris and 
Italian national troops the resistance was broken, and the with- 
drawal of the Abyssinians was apparently turned into a rout by the 
appearance of tanks in their rear.^ They were subjected to heavy 
bombardment from the air as they beat a hasty retreat into the 
Sidamo foot-hills, where tanks and lorries could not follow them, 
while the Itahans exploited their success by a rapid advance along 
the caravan-road from Dolo to Negelh. Mechanized detachments 
reached Negelli, two hundred and forty miles from their starting- 
point, on the 20th January. 

The defeat of Ras Desta was apparently decisive ; and although 
the Italian claim to have killed or wounded 10,000 of the enemy 
during the advance to Negelli was probably exaggerated, the Abys- 
sinian version — ^which was that only a small detachment of Ras 
Desta’s army was routed, the main body having withdrawn volun- 
tarily and in good order to the hills in order to establish a better line 
of defence — ^was much further from the truth. The occupation of 
Negelli opened up a comparatively short and direct route by which 
the Italian army might reach Addis Ababa. This possibility was not 
exploited, but General Graziani’s victory over Ras Desta removed 
the threat to his flank and to his communications and set him free 
to concentrate his main efforts on the advance northwards as soon 

^ During the nine days preceding the occupation of Negelli there were said 
to have been 141 bombing raids over the town. 

® A member of the Swedish ambulance unit which accompanied Eas 
Desta’s army (and which had been bombed near Dolo on the 30th December 
— see p. 411, below) was said to have reported that the men were dying of 
starvation, and that desertion constituted a serious problem. 

* Abyssmian cavalry were said to have charged the tanks repeatedly. 
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as conditions permitted; and it also served an immediate political 
end. This sector had offered the best hope of obtaining a success 
which could be used to counteract the depressing effects upon the 
Itahan public of the prolonged halt in the north and the rejoicings 
in Italy which gi^eeted the news of General Graziani’s victory showed 
that t^s Italian advance in the south-west, whatever its strategical 
importance might be, had certainly served its purpose politically. 
On the 23rd January Italian flying columns occupied Wadara, about 
forty miles north-west of Negelli, but General Graziani showed no 
disposition to venture farther north than this, and he concentrated 
his attention on the task of consolidating the Italian hold over the 
country between Dolo and Negelli. A column advancing westwards 
along the Dawa was reported to have reached Malka Murri, one 
hundred and thirty miles from Dolo, before the end of January, and 
to have fought tw’O engagements on the way. By the beginning of 
February an advance wus in progi-ess up the Web, the most easterly 
of the three rivers, and Lamma Shilindi, fifty miles from Dolo, 
had been reached by the 5th February. The control of the valley 
of the Web was necessary to forestall an attack on the Italian 
flank in the Dolo sector from Dejazmach Bayenna Mared at 
Imi, who, according to a report from Addis Ababa, had succeeded 
in inflicting another defeat on an Italian column during the first 
days of February. » On the 11th February the Itahans attacked 
an Abyssiman camp at Mount Jigo, near Imi, but here again they 
were unsuccessful, and after another engagement on the Web, 
about twenty miles from Lamma Shilindi, a few days later, the 
attempt to drive back the Abyssinian forces from the sahent between 
the Dolo and the Ogaden sectors seems to have been temporarily 
abandoned. 

While the Italians were engaged in ‘ mopping up ’ operations in the 
region of the three rivers, detachments of Dejazmach Nasibu's army 
had moved down from the north, and on the 10th February the 
Abyssinians had regained possession of Kurati, a village fifty miles 
south-east of Sasa Baneh, which had been abandoned by the Abys- 
sinians during the dry season, and which had apparently been occupied 
by the Italians in December. The Abyssinians gained other small 
successes by attacking Italian outposts, and for some weeks General 
Graziani remained on the defensive, while Italian workmen in his 

^ See p. 388, above 

■Di"* claimed that the Italians left 1,700 dead (most of them 

Blackshirts) on the field, and that they had oaptnred sixteen tanks and three 
field-guns as well as machine-guns. 
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rear were straiiimg every nerve to improve his commmucations ^ By 
the time w’hen the Italian advance was resumed at the end of March 
Dejazmach Nasibu and Vehib Pasha had greatly strengthened theii* 
defensive position across the road to Jigjiga and Harrar. Taking 
advantage of the rugged hill country, where patches of bare rock 
alternated with thick scrub, they had constructed a hne of defence — 
which came to be known as their 'Hindenburg Line’ — consistmg of 
deep ontrenclmients with redoubts and machine-gun posts. This line 
hnked up Daggah Modo, Daggah Bur, Sasa Baneh and Bulale, and 
presented a formidable obstacle to the Itahan advance. In prepara- 
tion for a forward movement on the ground there was mtense air 
activity during the second half of March. The towns and villages in 
the foot-liills were subjected to repeated bombardment , Jigjiga was 
heavily bombed on four successive days from the 22nd to the 25th 
March, while Harrar itself — ^which had been proclaimed an open town 
in December 1935^ — ^was attacked by nearly forty aeroplanes with 
incendiary and explosive bombs and machine-gun fire on the 29th 
March and a large part of the town was destroyed.^ 

By the end of March Italian troops were reported to have begun 
their advance up the valleys of the Webi Shebeh and the Eafan, but 
it was not until the middle of April that serious fightmg took place. 
A force of Abyssinians under the command of a brother of Ras Desta 
was holding a strong position at Janagobo, whence it threatened the 
Italian left wing wliich was advancing up a tributary of the Webi 
Shebeli from Danan On the 14th Aprd the Italians launched an 
attack at Janagobo, and after three days of severe fighting the Abys- 
sinians were driven back. This Italian column then resumed its 
advance towards Daggah Modo, and on the 23rd April the defenders 
of Daggah Modo were routed as the result of a surprise attack by 
Italian motorized troops. This success gave the Italians possession 
of the western end of the 'Hindenburg Line’, but the other columns 
which were converging on Sasa Baneh continued to meet with strong 
resistance. The Abyssinians seem to have come out to meet the 
advancing enemy, and a battle was reported to have begun on the 
18th Aprfi rather more than a hundred miles south of Sasa Baneh. 
The Abyssinians fell back on their fortified hne, and between the 23rd 
and the 26th April fightmg was said to have been practically continu- 

^ In the middle of March more than 30,000 Italian workmen were reported 
to he engaged on the oonstmetion of a permanent road, raised above the level 
of the desert, from Mogadiscio to G-orahai. 

* See p. 386, footnote 2, above. 

* A second raid over Harrar was reported on the 30th March, but this did 
relatively little damage. 
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ouSj with heavy losses on both sides.^ On the 2oth April the Italians 
succeeded in taking Hamanlei, a few miles south of Sasa Banoh, but 
Sasa Baneh itself, though it was held by only a few hundred men, 
continued to hold out General Graziani was obliged to call a halt 
for a few days, owing to the exhaustion of his men aftei* the fighting 
of the 23rd-25th April and to the heavy rain which was disorganizing 
his transport arrangements. ^ When, on the 20th Ainih tlie Italians 
resumed the offensive, the Abyssinians' gallant resistance was cjuickly 
broken. The fighting since the middle of April liad practically ex- 
hausted the inadequate supplies of ammunition at the disposal of the 
Abyssinians, and Dejazmach Nasibu and Veliib Pasha liad to contend 
with the problem of desertion on a serious scale.® They Avero also 
presumably aware that if they lingered too long on the ' Hindenburg 
Line' they might be taken in the rear by the Italian ai*m;\^ in the 
north, which was now moving on Addis iVbaba from Dcssye. On the 
29th April Sasa Baneh and Bulale were captured by General Graziani's 
troops after desperate fighting, and the occupation of these two places 
marked the final collapse of the Abyssinian resistance on either front. 
Dejazmach Nasibu^ and Vehib Pasha and the troops undei* their com- 
mand retired northwards before the advancing Italians, who met with 
no effective resistance on the road to Harrar, though the force which 
had held Sasa Baneh fought occasional rear-guard actions. Daggah 
Bur was occupied by the Italians on the SOtli April, but the progress 
of the Italian troops was then hampered by heavy rains and flooded 
rivers, and they did not reach Jigjiga until the 7th May. On that day 
there were disturbances in Harrar, which appeared likely to suffer 
the same fate as Addis Ababa at the hands of native rioters, but the 
arrival of a detachment of General Graziani’s troops on the 8th May 
put an end to looting and burning in the city. Thus the Italian cam- 
paign on the Southern Front was brought to a successful conclusion 
three days after Marshal BadogHo's entry into Addis Ababa, and on 

^ The Italians admitted the loss between the 14th and the 30th April of 
50 officers and 1,800 men — 1,400 of the latter being Libyans and Somalis. 

® According to Reuter, it was admittcMl in Rome on the 20 th April that 
General Graziani’s advance ‘had been checked by resistance of quite unfore- 
seen vigour’. 

* Vehib Pasha told a correspondent of The Daily Telegraph in Cairo on the 
20th May that the troops under his C( mmand had not wavered but had })een 
forced to retire when the northern defence broke in order to avoid being 
surrounded; but in other interviews he admitted that the ‘hungry and dl- 
equipped troops ’ had responded to the advan<‘/es of Italian agents, who were 
provided with liberal supplies of money, and had simply disappeared during 
the nigbt (see The MamSieetcfr Guardian, 4th June, 1W6). 

Dejazmach Nasibu arrived at Djibouti just in time to have an interview 
with the Emperor before the latter’s departure for Palestine on the 4th May* 
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the 9th May troops from the Southern Front made contact at Dire 
Dawa with a battalion from the Northern Front which had been sent 
down the railw^ay from Addis Ababa. 

(e) Violations of the Laws of Wah 

In times of war it is in no way unusual that there should be charges 
and counter-charges by the belligerents of breaches of the inter- 
national treaties governing the conduct of hostilities and, in the 
case of a conflict between two states on different levels of civilization, 
it would not be particularly surprising if the more backward state 
were proved to have contravened the laws of 'civilized’ warfare. 
Accusations of atrocities were, in fact, made against Abyssinia by 
Italy, but it was one of the most terrible features of the war that 
Italy herself— who proclaimed that one of her principal objects in 
invading Abyssinia was to convey the blessings of civilization to a 
barbarous people— should have been proved guilty of committing 
numerous acts in flagrant violation of the laws of war and of using 
the resources of modern science in defi.ance of international treaties 
and of the obligations of common humanity.^ 

The accusation most frequently made by the Italians against the 
Abyssinians was that they made use of explosive bullets, and from 
time to time photographs of Italian or native soldiers, who were 
alleged to have been wounded by such bullets, were forwarded to 
Geneva. It was probable that a certain amount of dum-dum ammuni- 
tion which had been left behind by foreign big-game hunters had 
found its way into circulation in a country where ammunition was 
a kind of currency, and had been taken to the front by individual 
Abyssinian soldiers ; and it was also possible for ordinary bullets to 
be converted into dum-dums. The Abyssinian Government did not 
deny that occasional use might have been made of dum-dum buUets 
by individuals in the field ; but they declared that such bullets had 
never been issued to the troops. They also deriied the truth of an 
Italian report that a stock of explosive bullets had been found at a 

^ The principal treaties lajdng down rules for the conduct of war which 
were in force in 1935 were the Hagu^ Conventions of 1907 ; ■ the protocol of 
the I7th June, 1925, prohibiting the use of asphyxiating, ppisonoiis or ^^he^ 
ga^efi, and of bacteriological meto^ and the two Bed Gross 

toaventions of the 27th June, 1929, relating to the treatment of the wounded 
and the sick and of prisoners of war. 

* For a sumiOftry of the cliarges of atrocities made by either side and tne 
evidence on wMob they were based, see the report submitted by a Committee 
of Jurists to the Committee of Thirteen in, April 1936 (for the appomtment 
of the Committee of Jurists, see p. 345, above). 
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munitions depot at Taffari Katama.^ The Italians declared that those 
bullets bore the mark of a British firm, and this and subsequent 
allegations that the Abyssinians received supplies of dum-dum am- 
munition from British sources v'ore categorically denied by the British 
Government.^ The Abj’ssinian Government, for their jiart, declared^ 
that a large consignment of Italian dum-dum bullets arrived at 
Massawa in December 1935 ; and the Italian use of explosive ammuni- 
tion was also testified to by the leader of the Dutch Rt d Cross unit, 
who declared that he and his colleagues had treated hundreds of 
Abyssinians who had been wounded by Itahan dum-dum bullets.'^ 

The Itahans also accused the Abyssinians of mutilating and toidiir- 
ing prisoners and of mutilating the dead boches of tluur enemies. In 
support of these charges they quoted as their chief witnesses th(‘ 
members of an Egyptian medical mission who had been working in 
Abyssinia. This evidence, the Abyssinians declar(‘d, was obtained 
by means of bribery ; and, while it was admitted that an Italian air- 
man who had been obliged to make a forced landing had been de- 
capitated by nomads whose flocks had suffered from Italian air 
attacks, the allegations in general were dismissed by the Government at 
Addis Ababa as being without foundation . Mutilation of enemies was, 
however, in the tradition of Abyssinian warfare, so that it w'ould have 
been surprising if no cases of the kind had occurred ; and, in fact, the 
evidence available appeared to prove that the Italians were justified 
in bringing this accusation against their opponents. 

Another Italian charge was that the Abyssinians used the Red 
Cross emblem for the protection of troops and military stores, and 
allegations of this kind were put forward as justification for the 
repeated bombardment by the Italians of Red Cross stations and 
hospitals. These accusations were substantiated to some extent by 
the evidence of a certain number of foreign journalists ; but, on the 

^ The Abyssinian Government referred to the evidence of a Belgian officer, 
Major Doth6e, who had visited the depot in question in November 1934 and 
who declared that there had been no explosive ammunition there at that 
date. 

® The first Italian allegations of this kind against Great Britain were dealt with 
in a British memorandum which was communicated to the League of Nations 
on the 4th February, 1936. In April 1936 the Italian Government presented 
a memorandum at Geneva containing fresh allegations, but this was withdrawn 
before pubheation, and the British answer was also not published. On the 
18th May, 1936, however, Mr. Eden made a full statement in the House of 
Commons at Westminster on the activities of ‘Colonel Lopez' and the manu- 
facture of the false evidence on which the Italian allegations were based. 

® In a memorandum of the 2nd March, 1936, addressed to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

* Bee The Times, 19th May, 1936 
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other hand, members of foreign Red Cross units^ who were the 
witnesses — and sometimes the victims — of Itahan attacks from 
the ah declared that the Itahan allegations of abuse of the Red 
Cross had no foundation m fact. 

The fu'st occasion on which the Abyssinians reported that bombs 
had been dropped on buildings or tents bearing the sign of the Red 
Cross was at Adowa on the 3rd October, the day on which the Itahan 
invasion began. On the 6th December a hospital maintained by the 
American Seventh Day Adventist Mission at Dessye was practically 
destroyed by air bombardment. A number of foreign doctors and 
missionaries who were in the town testified, in a message which was 
forwarded by the Abyssinian Government to the League of Nations, 
that the hospital and ambulances which were struck by explosive and 
incendiary bombs were clearly marked with the Red Cross and that 
the bombing had been dehberate — an opinion which was confirmed 
by representatives of the International Red Cross who made a visit 
of investigation to Dessye and who found that the large number of 
bombs on the site of the hospital precluded the possibility of an 
accident. At Negelli, on the 15th December, 1935, an Abyssinian 
Red Cross unit was bombed, and on the 22nd December the Swedish 
ambulance umt which was stationed not far from Dolo was attacked. 
This was a prelude to the far more serious incident of the 30th 
December, when the Swedish unit was bombed again, and two Swedish 
doctors were wounded — one fatally — and a large number of patients 
were killed. In addition practically the whole equipment of the unit 
was lost. The evidence of members of the unit appeared to leave little 
doubt that the act was dehberate, and their opinion was again con- 
firmed by investigations conducted on behalf of the International 
Red Cross. Swedish witnesses declared that the tents and ambulances 
were clearly marked with the Red Cross, and that the camp was at a 
considerable distance from any troops — even the unit’s escort was 
said to be nearly two miles away at the time of the raid. Moreover, 

^ In anticipation of the war which already appeared to be inevitable the 
Abyssinian Government had ratified the Geneva Red Cross Conventions of 
1929 towards the end of July 1935. On the 6th August an Ethiopian National 
Red Cross Society was inaugurated, and during the next few we’eks urgent 
appeals for help were sent to the International Comimttee of the Red Cross at 
Geneva and to Red Cross societies m various countries. When the war began 
there was only one ambulance unit available, and this was sent to the Southern 
Eront under the control of the director of the American hospital at Addis 
Ababa. A Swedish unit was the next in the field, and other countries which 
organized help as rapidly as possible were Great Britain, Finland, the Nether- 
lands and Egypt. For several weeks, however, there was no medical aid at all 
available for the Abyssmian wounded on the Northern Front. 
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they denied absolutely the Italian allegations that Abyssinia us, ot her 
than wounded, had taken refuge under the sign of the Red Cross 
The account of the incident which was issued by the Italian Ministiy 
of Propaganda denied that the attack on the Red Cross eainp Inid 
been deliberate, but described the bonibardnieiit which it was admit t (*d 
had taken place near Dolo as an act of revenge for tlu* alleged deeapit a- 
tion of an Italian airman who had crashed at Daggah Bur a few days 
earlier,^ The Swedish Government protested vigorously against, the 
Italian act,^ and protests were also made by the Ethio])ian Rc‘d ( Voss 
Society and by the International Red Cross Organization at (!en(‘va, 
but these did not prevent the occurrence of other instancies of thi^ 
disregard of the Red Cross emblem by Italian airmen. On tlie 3t)th 
and 31st December the Egyptian Rod Crescent aml)ulance Inid been 
bombed near Bulale, and on the 4th January, 1030, the et{uipnumt 
of an Ethiopian Red Cross unit, the stall of which includi'd two 
English missionaries and two Egyptian doctors, was cl(‘stroyecl lU'ar 
Daggah Bur. On the 15th January a camp belonging to the Etluopian 
Red Cross was bombed at Waldia, north of Dessye; and on the ISth 
another Abyssinian ambulance unit, staffed by forc‘igu doctiors, \\'as 
bombed near Makalle. The Egyptian Red Crescent sullered again 
on the 11th and 12th Pebruary; and on the 3rd March and on the 
succeeding days a British Red Cross unit stationed near Kworain 
was bombed repeatedly, in spite of the fact that the Italian Govern- 
ment had been notified through the International Red Cross of the 
presence of the unit in that neighbourhood. The British Governinont, 
hke the Swedish Government, made a formal protest in Rome against 
this outrage.® Another British ambulance unit was attackc^d at 
Chilga on the 20th March, and three days earlier the Swedish Rod 
Cross had again been bombed on the Southern Ei*ont. An Ethiopian 
Red Cross aeroplane had been bombed on the 9th Pebruary, and 
another was destroyed at Kworam on the 17th March. 

These incidents during the first three months of 1030 were less 
serious than the attack on the Swedish ambulance on the 3()th 
December, 1935, in so far as they caused less loss of hfe, but for the 
most part they were equally well attested. The fact that camps and 
ambulances clearly marked with the Red Cross wore repeatedly 
attacked from the air, was not, indeed, open to doubt, and in several 
cases there was strong evidence that the bombing had been a deliberate 
act. In regard to the reports of attacks on open towns and villages, 
it was difficult to prove conclusively that the Italian action was not 
undertaken in the genuine belief that there were concentrations of 
^ See p, 410, above. * See p. 328, above. ® See p, 341, above. 
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troops in the neighbourhood. By April 1936 the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment had notified the League of Nations of a long list of open towns 
which were alleged to have been subjected to bombardment from 
the air, beginning with Adowa and Addi Grat on the 3rd October ^ 
1935, and ending with Harrar on the 29th March, 1936.^ There 
appeared to be no reason to doubt the truth of these accusations, but 
they were naturaUj?- not so well supported by foreign testimony as 
were the reports of attacks upon the Red Cross ; and the same reserva- 
tion applied to the charge which was made by the Abyssinian Govern- 
ment that the Itahans had destroyed churches at Daggah Bur in 
November, in Shire and Tembyen when they were obhged in December 
1935 to retreat from ground which they had occupied, and at Sokota 
and Abbi Addi in January 1936. 

In the case of the most serious accusation of all — that the Itahans 
made use of poisonous gases — ^there was an overwhelming weight of 
evidence available from doctors who had treated patients suffering 
from the effects of gas and from other rehable witnesses who had 
opportunities of verification. There was also the evidence of the 
Suez Canal returns, which showed that large quantities of poisonous 
gases and of gas bombs were received by the Itahan forces. In adopt- 
ing the methods of chemical warfare in Abyssinia the Itahan Govern- 
ment could not escape the onus of direct responsibihty.^ On the 3rd 
April, 1928, the Itahan Government had ratified their signature of 
the convention of the 17th June, 1925, whereby they declared, in 
common with the other signatories, that the use of chemical and 
bacteriological methods of warfare had been ^justly condemned by 
the general opinion of the civihzed world’ and bound themselves to 
accept the prohibition of such methods as between the signatories 
of the convention. In the hope of benefiting from these provisions 
the Abyssinian Government had also ratified the convention on the 
18th September, 1935. This scrap of paper, however, was as easily 
torn up by Italian hands as the Covenant of the League of Nations 
and the Kellogg Pact for the Renunciation of W ar. In April 1936 the 
Abyssinian Government sent to Geneva a report on the use of 
poisonous gases by the Italian troops, according to which Abyssinian 
towns (many of them outside the area of fighting) had been bombed 
or sprayed with poison gas on eighteen occasions between the 22nd 

^ See p. 407, above. Egyptian and Ethiopian Red Cross hospitals and a 
French hospital suffered on this occasion. Harrar had been formally declared 
an open town on the 2nd December, 1936 (see p. 386, footnote 2, above), but 
the Italians declared in justification of their action that air reconnaissance 
had shown that the town was strongly garrisoned and fortified. 

® See also p. 327, above. 
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December, 1935, and the 7th April, 1936. According to the same 
report gas was used for the first time against troops in the field on 
the Northern Fi'ont (in the Takazye region) on the 23rd December, 
and on the Southern Front on the 30th December. At the turn of the 
year the Italian press contained a scries of articles accusing the 
Abyssinians of atrocities and ui’ging that all available means of war- 
fare should be employed against these barbarians,^ and from that 
time onwards the use of chemical methods of warfare was gradually 
intensified, especially on the Northern Front. Mustard-gas (yperite) 
was said to have been used at Sokota on the 10th January, and it 
was mentioned again in Abyssinian accounts of air-raids south of 
Amba Alagi in February. Spraying and bombing with mustard-gas 
was greatly increased from the beginning of March onwards, and the 
town of Kworam was said to have been saturated with it between the 
4th and the 7th April. On the Southern Front gas bombing at Daggah 
Bur and Sasa Baneh were reported on the 8th April, but on the wliole 
less use seems to have been made of poison gas in the south than in 
the north. 

The Abyssinians were without aU but the most elementary and 
inadequate forms of protection against these methods and without 
any means of retaliation, and the repeated appeals which they 
addressed to the League of Nations for the exercise of restraint upon 
Italy brought them no practical help. The action, such as it was, 
which was taken at Geneva in April 1936 in connexion with the use of 
poison gas and other atrocities® had not the slightest influence upon 
the course of events ; and vithin three weeks of the adoption by the 
Committee of Thirteen of a report dealing with the mutual allegations 
of atrocities Itahan methods had finally broken down Abyssinian 
organized resistance, and Marshal Badogho had entered Addis Ababa 
at the head of his victorious army. 

(xii) The Economic Aspects of the Italo-Abyssinian Conflict 
By H- V. Hodson 
(a) iNTRODnOTOBY 

In the economic history of 1936 the Italo-Abyssinian conflict and 
the sanctions of the League take the leading place, not so much 

^ In a note of the 18th April, 1936, to the Italian Government, asking for a 
detailed statement in reply to the Abyssinian allegations regarding the use 
of poison gas, Sehor de Madariaga, the chairman of the Committee of Thirteen, 
pointed out that the protocol of 1925, which forbade the use of poisonous 
and asphyxiating gases, did not include any reservation which would permit 
the use of such gases in retaliation for atrocities committed by an enemy. 

* See pp. 346 seqq., above. 
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because of their intrinsic importance in this sphere, as because they 
were among the surface symptoms of deeper, volcanic economic 
forces The efforts of the League were an essay in economic pressure, 
exposing both the strength and the vuhierabilLty of different Powers 
and groups of Powers in trade and production, and illustrating in 
vivid relief the connexion between strategy and economics. The con- 
flict itself arose from a tangle of causes, to which an earlier section 
of this Sm'vey devotes a full discussion but no one, looking at the 
relations between the European Powers and Abyssinia since the days 
of the Emperor Menelik, and viewing in broad compass the trend of 
policy in post-war Italy, could deny that among those causes economic 
pressures played an important part. That this was so was acknow- 
ledged, not only upon such occasions as Sir Samuel Hoare’s speech 
to the League Assembly on the 11th September, 1935,2 g^iQ more 
plainly in the movement of public opinion in Great Britain and other 
countries. There emerged a sharp reahzation that when peace came 
the reconstruction ought to include a revision of economic policies 
and an attempt to relieve the economic pressures that sought dis- 
traction in war. Some people even felt that the Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict might serve a beneficial turn in history through forcing the 
World to mend its economic as well as its political ways. 

(6) Italy’s Ecohomio Position 

Many apologists for Italy’s action laid stress upon her need for im- 
ported raw materials as a reason for seeking a wider colonial empire. 
The import of raw materials was, however, but one element in the 
problem of her balance of external payments, no more serious in 
itself than the export of manufactures or the tourist trade, and in- 
capable of treatment as an isolated fact. Moreover, for reasons that 
will emerge more clearly in the course of this discussion of the con- 
flict’s economic aspects, it is impossible to perceive in Italy’s economic 
needs, however grave, the direct cause or justification of her aggres- 
sion. A more likely diagnosis is that economic troubles gave rise to 
political and psychological tension among the rulers and people of 
Italy, driving them to seek distraction in an overseas adventure and 
even in deliberate defiance of the World. Although the Abyssinian 
adventure could conveniently be depicted as the outcome of economic 
pressures, the blame for which could be laid at other countries’ doors, 
it was incapable in itself of affording any swift or certain economic 
relief. Nevertheless, it may be useful to follow the line of con- 


^ See section (ii). 


® See above, pp. 186 segfgr. 
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temporary pubKc thought by starting from a consideration of the 
raw materials problem. 

Italy’s economic position in the world of 1935 was not particularly 
enviable. Possessing a population of 42,000,000, on an area of less 
than 120,000 square miles, one-third of which was unfit for cultiva- 
tion, she could live only by exporting manufactures and specialized 
products in return for her needs. In this respect, of course, she was 
in the same case as Great Britain, Grermany, Japan and many other 
countries. But her deficiency in the raw materials necessary for the 
conduct of her industry was even more conspicuous than that of 
Great Britain or Germany, because her resources of coal and iron were 
of little account ; in spite of the development of her hydro-electric 
resources her fibrst requirement from abroad was fuel, the most funda- 
mental raw material of mechanized industry. In 1934 her imports of 
coal were valued at 775,000,000 lire, and of mineral oils and by- 
products at 297,000,000 lire. These amounts together totalled nearly 
14 per cent, of all her imports. But fast on the heels of coal in the fore- 
front of Italy’s imports was cotton, and not far behind came wool — 
the raw materials of her important textile industries . Hides and skins, 
timber, non-ferrous metals, iron and steel — all these Italy was bound 
to import in large quantities in order to keep her industries going and 
her population employed. In addition she still paid, in 1934, no less 
than 185,000,000 lire for imported wheat, notwithstanding her expen- 
sive and widely advertised efforts to render herself self-sufficient in 
grain. She had already come close, however, to independence of such 
imports ; for her import surplus of wlieat and flour had been reduced 
from 18,500,000 quintals in 1925-6 (as much as 23,800,000 in 1927-8) 
to 2,300,000 quintals in 1933-4. It was in raw materials, rather than 
in food-stuff s, that her major import problem lay. 

In 1934 Italy’s imports amounted to 7,667,000,000 lire ; to the tune 
of 5,225,000,000 lire she paid for them by commodity exports. Her 
economic position in relation to the World, vulnerable by reason of 
the necessity for raw material imports, was not shielded in any large 
measure by the indispensability of her exports for other countries. 
By far her largest group of exports was manufactured or semi- 
manufactured textiles: these were the values of that branch of her 
trade in 1934— raw silk, 97,000,000 lire; artificial silk, 657,000,000 
lire; hemp, 129,000,000 lire; cotton goods, 493,000,000 lire; woollen 
goods, 266,000,000 lire; making a total of 1,532,000,000 lire. In 
the textile trade of the “World there was intense international com- 
petition, as Lancashire and Yorkshire found to their cost ; and textile 
manufactures were one of the first objects of protection, not only in 
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the iiidustxial countries of Europe, but also in countries like the British 
Dominions that were anxious to promote their secondary industries 
in order to achieve more balanced economy \ After textiles, food- 
stuffs like cheese, rice, citrus fruits and dried fruit, and wine and 
vermouth, formed the most important group of Italy’s exports, the 
specified items accounting for 871,000,000 lire in 1934. None of these 
could be described as staples for any importing country, and for most 
of them there were ample alternative sources of supply. 

In two minor raw materials Italy possessed, not by any means a 
monopoly, but a sufficient fraction of the World’s supply to raise the 
question whether, if her exports were arrested, world consumers would 
not be awkwardly placed. They were mercury and sulphur. In 
1934r-5, world potential production of mercury amounted to roughly 
6,500 metric tons per annum, of which approximately 1,750 metric 
tons was attributed to Spain and slightly more than 2,000 metric 
tons to Italy. Heavy stocks overhung the market, but consumption 
was rising rapidly owing to the increased demand for armament pur- 
poses On the other hand, the United States was a potential world 
supplier if the price were high enough, and Spam’s productive capacity 
was far from being fuUy employed.^ Similar considerations apphed to 
sulphur ; for, although Italy remained a very important suppfier, world 
markets for sulphur were dominated by the United States, and if 
prices were high enough the potential production from widely dis- 
tributed volcanic ores, or as a by-product of metal-refining and coke 
industries, was almost indefinitely great. 

An adverse balance of commodity trade was a normal feature 
of Italy’s external accounts. In 1929 the adverse balance was 

6.429.000. 000 lire ; in 1933 it had fallen, on a greatly reduced turnover, 
to 1,433,000,000 lire ; in 1934 it rose again to 2,441,000,000 lire. The 
margin was made up mainly by freight and shipping receipts, tourist 
expenditure in Italy and the remittances of former Italian emigrants. 
Thus in 1932, when the deficit on commodity trade amounted to 

1.446.000. 000 fire (to which must be added 600,000,000 lire odd for 
interest and other financial payments abroad), tourist business 
brought in 830,000,000 lire net, emigrant remittances 910,000,000 lire 
net and shipping earnings 500,000,000 lire net. The depression in 
shipping and tourist industries struck Italy hard ; and at the same 
time she suffered severely from the cessation of migration and more 
particularly from the impoverishment of the United States from 1930 
onwards. 

^ Spain’s export of quicksilver rose from 3,626 quintals in the second half 
of 1934 to 13,673 quintals in the second half of 1935. 
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While Italy’s economic relations with the rest of the World were 
thus far from satisfactory for a country detennined to rid itself of 
dependence on other lands (either for economic or, more cogently, 
for strategic reasons), it must be remembered that much the same 
picture could be painted, by the selection of appropriate facts, of the 
position of any great international trading Power, not least of Great 
Britain, or even (though in a smaller measure) of the whole British 
Empire. Respect for the economic pressures that drove Italy in upon 
herself, and even brought her to the point of desperation, must not 
obscure the fact that she herself did little, through the economic and 
social policies she adopted, to deflect those pressures or to meet the 
conditions of an intensely competitive world. Her population was 
rapidly increasing on a limited area, it is true : it rose from 37,900,000 
in 1921 to 42,840,000 in 1935, and was stiU increasing at the annual 
rate of ten per thousand of the population (excess of live births over 
deaths) ; and it is true that the restriction of immigration into the 
United States and other countries struck the Itahan social and econo- 
mic structure a sharp blow. But the authorities of the Fascist state, 
so far from discouraging the increase of population, did everything 
in their power to encourage it, though not with complete success ; 
moreover, so far from promoting emigration within the areas and 
quotas left open, they were inclined to discourage it, and, by their 
insistence on regarding expatriate Italians as still citizens of the 
Fascist state, went far to justify and confirm oversea countries in 
their reluctance to accept Itahan immigrants. 

If, then, it was a major purpose of pubhc policy to stimulate the 
increase of the Italian population on Itahan soil, there remained 
no means of supporting them — ^Italy’s internal resources being so 
narrowly limited by Nature — save through an expansion of foreign 
trade. Yet not only was the pohcy of the corporative state distinctly 
protectionist ; Italy’s financial economy was based on an over-valued 
lira coupled with an expansionist internal pohcy, a combination that 
was bound to cause a contraction of foreign trade, and to necessitate 
further protection in order to defend the national balance of payments. 
It is not too fanciful to trace the origins of the Itahan outbreak in 
Africa — ^Ln so far as it was due to economic pressures — ^to Signor 
Mussolini’s speech at Pesaro in 1926, in which he swore to defend the 
lira to the last drop of blood. 

The blood was shed in Tigre and the Ogaden, but the lira was 
already past saving. The only pohcy capable of defending an over*- 
valued gold currency was a course of exceedingly stiff deflation. The 
dictatorial, corporative state was in a far better position than demo- 
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cratic countries to impose a deflation of the price structure by direct 
action: that is to say, cutting prices all round by order. Thus in 
April 1934 a decree was promulgated in Italy reducing the retail 
prices of all foodstuffs sold in co-operative stores by 10 per cent., the 
rents of dwelling-houses by 12 per cent., and those of shops and other 
buildings by 15 per cent. ; and at the same time the salaries of state 
employees were cut.^ This direct slicing of prices aU round was in 
itself a less dangerous method of price deflation than the orthodox 
method of stringent restriction of credit, since it avoided the inter- 
mediate stage of slackened industry and enlarged unemployment. 
But without a restriction of credit, in particular without a budgetary 
contraction, it was not enough. Those conditions were absent. The 
Italian Government conducted a considerable programme of pubhc 
works, including the reclamation of land, largely through the agency 
of credit institutes authorized to borrow money from the pubhc 
against the security of future pubhc revenues, or by paying the 
contractors in terms of deferred annuities. The cost did not, there- 
fore, appear to any great extent in current budgets, but formed a 
growing mortgage on the future. Nevertheless, the national budget 
showed a persistent deficit. In the five years 1930-1 to 1934r-5 the 
aggregate deficit was 17,671,000,000 hre,® and the estimates for 
1935-6 showed a further deficit of 1,657,000,000 lire, not counting 
extraordinary expenditures required for the Abyssinian campaign. 
The mtemal national debt rose from 88,102,000,000 lire at the 30th 
June, 1930, to 105,004,000,000 hre at the 31st January, 1936. Inevit- 
ably these pohcies expanded the total volume of currency and 
credit, and, by thus supporting the price level, enhanced Italy’s 
difficulties in foreign trade. 

The necessary consequence was pressure on the lira and a loss of 
gold. The gold and foreign exchange reserves of the Bank of Italy 
fell steadily as the World Depression proceeded. The drain was 
arrested in 1933, partly through an improvement in the balance of 
commodity trade ; but as the trade debit rose in 1934 the loss of gold 
was resumed again at an accelerated pace. The reserves fell from 
7,397,000,000 lire at the end of 1933 to 6,883,000,000 at the end of 
1934, and the reserve ratio fell to only a few points above the legal 
rninimum ratio of 40 per cent. This in itself discouraged holders of 

^ See the Survey for 19B4, p. 35. 

* Figures for 1930-1 to 1933-4 taken from Professor Eepaoi’s articles in 
La Biforma Sociale for May- June 1934 and Maroh-April 1935; the figure for 
1934-6 is the prelimiaary budget estimate (quoted in Royal Institute of 
International Affairs: The JEcorwwio a/nd Bmandcd Position of ItdUy^ 1935, 
Oxford University Press). 
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liquid balances and stimulated the withdrawal of funds. But since 
the free movement of capital and gold was not allowed, a discount 
of 5 to 10 per cent, appeared on the lira in relation to other gold 
currencies ; the lira was in effect no longer attached to the inter- 
national gold standard. Various measm*es of exchange control wore 
applied, and on the 21st May, 1935, a decree of the previous December,^ 
calling in aU privately held foreign securities, was put into force. 
Within twenty days aU such foreign assets were to bo handed in to 
the Bank of Italy or other banks, marked 'in accomit for the National 
Institute of Foreign Exchanges’. Where stock was deposited with 
banks abroad the name of the Banl^ of Italy was to be substituted for 
those of the existing holders. The decree did not apply to collateral 
securities deposited with foreign banks if it could be shown that they 
were required for the purposes of trade or to guarantee a bank over- 
draft. At the same time a new decree was promulgated providing 
that all silver coins be withdrawn from circulation and replaced by 
coins of a cheap white metal. An exceptionally high price was then 
ruling for silver, and the Italian Government doubtless intended to 
strengthen the currency reserves by accumulating demonetized silver 
for sale on the world market. 

As Signor Mussolini strode farther and farther down the path of 
foreign policy that he had chosen, and war in East Africa seemed to 
grow more and more certain, the tension in the exchanges became 
stUl greater. In mid-July the forward lira was quoted in London at 
a discount equivalent to a rate of over 30 per cent, per annum — a 
sounder index of the true economic value of the currency than the 
spot rate, which was being officially pegged at 10 to 12 per cent, dis- 
count on the gold parity. On the 2nd July the decree of 1927, fixing 
the Bank of Italy’s minimum gold reserve at 40 per cent, of the note 
issue, was suspended. The inscription of Signor Mussolini’s monetary 
purpose, carved at Pesaro, was becoming more and more rudely 
defaced. On the 12th August the Bank of Italy raised its banlc-rate 
from 3| to 4J per cent., the semi-official explanation being simply 
that the orthodox method was being used to protect gold reserves. 
In the last ten days of July 267,000,000 lire of gold had been lost, 
at which rate the existing gold reserves would disappear in twenty 
weeks. On the 1st August a new decree went into force, establishing 
an official import monopoly for pit coal, carbon, coke, copper, tin and 
nickel, and subsidiary products ; the decree stated that the monopoly 
was being instituted in order to regulate 'the disposition of foreign 
purchases in relation to the better development of Italian exports’, 

^ See the 8 urv 0 yfoT 1934^ p. 36. 
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which must presumably be taken to mean that Italy would buy only 
from countries that bought equally from her. 

Still more drastic measures were announced a month later, after the 
meeting of the emergency Cabinet at Bolzano.^ All private credits 
abroad were to be handed over in exchange for lire at the market rate, 
and all foreign securities and Italian securities issued abroad were to 
be converted into nine-year Treasury bonds bearing interest at 5 per 
cent. A second decree enforced a limitation of aU company dividends 
and similar payments within Italy ; for three years no industrial or 
commercial company would be allowed to pay a dividend of more 
than 6 per cent., unless more than that figure had been paid during 
the past three years, in which case the average of those years would 
become the future maximum. Any portion of profits not paid out in 
dividends would be invested in state funds, and would constitute a 
special reserve fund, which would remain the property of the company 
but would not be disposable for a period of three years. The third 
decree imposed a special tax of 10 per cent, on the interest on bearer 
bonds and similar securities. Pinally, another decree laid down that 
all passenger vehicles used for public service in towns must be fitted 
with motors burning fuel oil or some derivative. The last of these 
measures (indeed the others too) might be regarded as a pre l i m i n ary 
precaution against the imposition of economic sanctions, but as Italian 
official opinion at that time appeared not to believe that such sanc- 
tions would be imposed, the economy in motor spirit may be included 
with the other attempts to buttress Italy’s foreign exchange resources 
and to find new money for Government purposes. The decrees caused 
an instant slump in many important industrial shares. Thus, even 
before the war began, and before collective economic pressure was 
brought to bear upon Italy, her economic position already demanded 
extraordinary measures which could not be repeated and which could 
only be justified as means of surmounting a severe financial crisis. 

( c ) The Economic Causes of the Conflict 
If this pictme shows Italy in a weak and progressively deteriorating 
economic position in relation to the rest of the World, it remains to 
be considered how the conquest of Abyssinia might seem, to an 
excited national imagination, to promise any measure of economic 
salvation. On the face of things, certainly, Abyssinia had few econo- 
mic prizes to offer. At its peak of 1928-9 her foreign trade amounted 
to no more than £1,649,000 in imports and £1,174,000 in exports, and 
with the fall in world prices for the commodities that she had to sen 

1 See p. 177, above. 
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(chiefly coffee, hides and skins, and a certain amount of beeswax) 
her trade had shrunk considerably in value. Of Abyssinia’s imports 
no less than 57 per cent, by value came from British India (including 
Aden), and a further 12 per cent, from Japan. The single item of salt 
made up as much as 40 per cent, of her imports by volume. Imports 
from Great Britain were in the neighbourhood of 4 to 5 per cent, of 
the total. Hence it was certainly not through obtaining control of 
Abyssinia’s existing foreign trade that Italy could hope to seciu'e any 
substantial economic rehef. The economic opportunities, such as tlioy 
were, lay rather in the chances of developing Abyssinia s untapped, 
or merely skimmed, natural resom'ces. The soil of a great part of the 
country was excellent, and the chmate of the highlands (within the 
tropics, but possessing a monsoon rainfall and scarcely ever experienc- 
ing heat above 80 degrees) allowed the cultivation of two crops a year, 
and occasionally even three. Apart from staple cereals the country 
was well suited to the cultivation of rubber and cotton — ^the latter 
being one of the most vital necessities for Itahan industry. Other 
possibilities for a greatly expanded agriculture included coffee, sugar 
and bananas. The uplands were also eminently suitable for the 
pasturage of sheep and cattle. The trade in wool (another important 
requirement for Italy) was not developed on an export scale, but 
there was already an important export trade, amounting to some 
£250,000 a year, in hides and skins. The mineral resources were almost 
entirely untapped, the chief exception being platinum, of which 
190,603 grammes were produced by primitive methods in 1933, 
making 3 per cent, of total world output. The presence of gold, 
potash, coal, iron, tin, copper and oil was known, but in what quan- 
tities no one could hazard more than a vague guess. The potential 
value of the oil-fields was indicated by the notorious and somewhat 
sinister negotiation of concessions that whipped up a storm in the 
international tea-cup in September 1935 — an incident whose chief 
importance seemed to lie, as things turned out, in the evidence that it 
gave of a desire in official circles at Washington to afford at least 
a negative support to the League's efforts.^ 

If we are to seek in the imexploited natural resources of Abyssinia 
the immediate economic motives of Italian aggression, it remains to 
be seen how the command of such resources could afford a net advan- 
tage to a colonial Power in Italy’s position. Could she find the capital 
necessary to develop those resources on a grand scale, and, if she had 
to borrow it, would not that constitute a further strain on her balance 
of international payments ? Might not the foreign exchange problem, 
^ See pp, 178-9, above. 
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so frequently emphasized in controversy over colonial questions at 
that time, be merely transferred from the borders of Italy to those of 
Italy-cum-Abyssinia ? Clearly a new economic equilibrium would 
have to be established, in which a category of trade that had pre- 
viously been international would become internal to a single govern- 
mental system, at the same time being considerably expanded (or so 
Italy hoped). Whether this new system would be advantageous to 
Italy, and help to solve her economic problems, would clearly depend 
on two main factors: the extent to which a mutually profitable ex- 
change of goods could be promoted between Italy and the old or 
immigrant mhabitants of Abyssinia, and the ability of the enlarged 
Italian empire to strike a new and more satisfactory balance in its 
total trade relations with the rest of the World, since what was bought 
must be paid for, and what was sold must find a purchaser, whether 
the transaction was across or within national frontiers. The experience 
of the British Empire showed that neither of those questions could 
be answered offhand in favour of Italy. It was possible, however, 
that an actively stimulated development of colonial resources under a 
Fascist regime might yield different results from those attainable 
under the more laisser-faire principles of British colonial policy. In 
any case, the exploitation of Abyssinia’s resources would require a 
large-scale investment of capital, and the more Italian settlers there 
were to be the more capital they would have to take with them. The 
earlier part of this chapter has made it clear that Italy’s finances were 
in no state to furnish the necessary capital ; she was using every peimy 
of exportable funds on which she could lay hands to defend her ex- 
change, and had already mobilized for that purpose most of her 
existing capital invested abroad. Some assets might be found, in the 
event of complete conquest, through the confiscation or mobilization 
of hoarded precious metals and similar reserves in Abyssinia itself, 
but it seemed likely that much of the capital necessary for the develop- 
ment of the country’s resources would have to be borrowed on the 
international market. That being so, Italy’s actual diplomatic and 
military policy, by antagonizing the Governments and people of the 
great lending countries, appeared scarcely likely to further her econo- 
mic cause. The war in itself would gravely impoverish her, and deplete 
such capacity as she still had for the economic development of the 
coveted land. Its most favourable military outcome would imply 
continuous expenditure, for a long period of years, on ‘pacification’ 
and the defence of settlers. 

Thus economic motives, however vital in bringing about the state 
of mind and of politics in Italy in which war became an objective in 
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itself, seem not to have been the direct impulse behind Italy's act of 
aggression in the autumn of 1935. The effect of economic difficulties 
was to produce in Italy a sense of strangulation, demanding desperate 
remedies as a means of psychological escape. Among the mass of 
the Italian population they caused such hardship that a dictator 
might well be driven to invoke the deus ex machina of war in order to 
forestall an outburst of discontent. But Signor Mussolini might have 
learnt from history that even the title 'The Man who Won the War' 
might not be glorious enough to carry its bearer triumphantly 
through the vicissitudes of the subsequent peace. 

{d) The Imposition op Sanctions 

The Assembly of the League of Nations, having declared Italy 
to be an international aggressor on the 8th October, 1935, forthwith 
proceeded to set up machinery for co-ordinating the action of the 
different states members in carrying out their obligations under 
Article 16 of the Covenant. The political aspect of these events is 
recorded in another chapter of this Survey,^ so that they need be 
narrated here only with the greatest brevity, as a framework for an 
account of the economic forces that were thus set to work. The Co- 
ordination Committee of fifty League members adopted one by one 
the following recommendations to the Governments that had expressed 
their readiness to apply non-military sanctions. 

1. ArTns embargo. Prohibition of the export of arms and ammunition 
to Italy, including materials for chemical warfare and all aircraft and 
aircraft engines. 

2. Financial embargo. A ban on all loans, share issues, banking credits 
and advances for or on behalf of the Italian Government or any person, 
corporation or public authority in Italy. 

3. Import embargo. Prohibition by League members of the importa- 
tion of all goods (other than gold or silver coin or bullion) consigned from 
or grown, produced or manufactured in Italy or Italian possessions. 
Goods already en route were to be excepted, but not goods the subject of 
existing contracts. 

4. Ban on Essential Materials. Addition of certain articles, including 
rubber, bauxite, iron ore and scrap iron, chromium, manganese, nickel 
and tin, to the arms embargo hst, those being articles the world supply 
of which was controlled by League members. 

5. Mutual Support. Undertakings to minimize the economic injury 
that might be done to League members through the imposition of sanc- 
tions, by replacii^ Italian goods with goods from such members, and 
generally by facilitating trade relations with them. 


^ See section (vi) above. 
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rile arms embargo stands in a category apart from the main economic 
sanctions thus proposed ; economically, it may be included as a sub- 
ordinate part of the fom'th proposal, the ban on the supply to Italy 
of important raw materials. This proposal was sometimes referred 
to as the French sanction, and the proposed ban on imports from 
Italj" as the British sanction, because the representatives of France 
and the United Kingdom, while concurring in the whole scheme, were 
respectively to the fore in proposing each of those two methods of 
pressure to the declared aggressor. It was natural, perhaps, 
tliat a world trading country like Great Britain, with experience of 
wars of attrition both from within and from without, should have 
laid stress on the attempt to destroy Italy’s general purchasing power 
abroad, as a means of undermining her abihty to prosecute the war. 
As the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Anthony Eden, said in the House of 
Commons on the 24th February, 1936: 

Normally imports into any country are paid for by one of three 
methods — by exports, visible or invisible, by capital transactions or by 
gold. The sanctions which the League imposed very largely eliminate, 
so far as League action can do it, the first two methods of payment, and 
I would remind the House that the normal exports of Italy to the nations 
of the League amount to 70 per cent, of her export trade. It will be 
seen, therefore, that the power of the aggressor to purchase must in 
consequence be very seriously reduced. A nation in such a position can 
of course continue fo purchase in gold as long as her reserves of gold and 
foreign exchange allow it, but m such conditions the reserves of any 
nation must be steadily depleted. There would then come a tune when 
the power to purchase was exhausted altogether. , . . The effect of these 
sanctions which have been imposed is in fact continuous and cumulative. 

The decision to wage collective economic war against the aggressor 
should be seen in relation to the report of the special committee of 
thirteen members set up by the League Council in April 1935 to 
propose measures that would render the Covenant more effective 
in the organization of collective security,^ and to define, in particular, 
the economic and financial measures that might be applied should a 
state endanger peace by a unilateral repudiation of its international 
obligations. This action was taken by the Council, with an eye, not 
to Italy, but to Germany, as the potential repudiator of obligations. 
The committee considered favourably the plan of an arms embargo, 
suggesting that even certain specialized machine tools might be in- 
cluded in the list ; but went on to point out that there were many 
key products which, apart from their military uses, were widely 
employed in industry and agriculture, and which consequently could 
^ See the Survey for 1935y vol. i, pp. 163-5. 
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not be withheld without interfering more or less seriously with the 
economic life of the country in question. The ban on exports from 
the repudiating state had several general advantages, but had also 
disadvantages important enough to render the whole system im- 
practicable and undesirable. Discrimination in favour of the civilian 
population, which was theoretically possible in any embargo on sales 
to the repudiating state, would here be out of the question ; and in 
any case the ban could affect only fmancially weak countries which 
did not possess adequate reserves. The committee thought that there 
should be no difficulty in prohibiting financial accommodation for 
the repudiating Government, but that serious difficulties would arise 
if the prohibition were extended to cover all possible issues by m- 
dividuals or legal persons who were nationals of the state concerned. 
It would be undesirable, they thought, to attempt any interference 
with short-term credit operations other than those in favour of the 
repudiating Government itself. 

What was the reason for the contrast between this cold-water 
report and the comprehensive measures actually adopted at Geneva 
only three months later — ^not to mention those provisionally recom- 
mended but never carried out ? Some part of the answer must be 
found in the fact that Italy was indeed a ‘financially weak country’, 
and was even more vulnerable economically than Grermany. But 
far more important were two more general facts. In the first place, 
the uprush of public opinion in League coxmtries against Italy’s de- 
fiance of the World compelled their representatives at Geneva to treat 
the collective efforts against the ‘repudiating state’ as an economic 
guerre totale, intended to intercept a national purpose as well as a 
mihtary adventure. Whether they were well advised or not, many of 
the measures applied to Italy under Article 16 obviously exerted 
their principal effect on the Italian population as a whole. In the 
second place, the extent of participation in economic sanctions 
obviously exceeded the Committee of Thirteen’s vision of an effort 
by a comparatively limited group. When the decision of principle 
came to be taken at Geneva, only Albania, Austria and Hungary ex- 
pressed their dissent. Albania was virtually a dependency of Italy 
and Austria also had special political reasons for her decision,® while 
both Austria and Himgary had strong economic ties with Italy, and 
feared the disruption of their whole economies if they were to share 
in collective measures which would affect only a small fraction of the 

^ See p. 430, footnote 4, below. See also the Survey for 1927, Part 11 C 
section (ii); the Survey for IBM, pp. 535-6. 

* See the Survey for 1934, Part III C, sections (i) and (ii). 
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Italy was prevented from raising a loan in the United States by 
the Johnson Act, forbidding such a service on behalf of a country 
in default on its obligations to the United States Government, though 
her nationals could, of course, borrow money privately to finance 
commercial transactions so long as their credit remained unoxliausted. 
Expansion of imports from Germany was handicapped by the existence 
of a clearing agreement, and Germany was in no position to sell goods 
on credit. German exporters were officially warned in October that 
in view of the large accumulation of lira balances awaiting transfer 
they should use great caution in futm'e dealings with Italian custo- 
mers ; and at the beginning of November, before the main economic 
sanctions went into operation, the Reich Government declared an 
embargo on the export of certain raw materials, in order, it was stated, 
to protect the economic resources of the country. The embargo 
covered edible oils and fats, potatoes, iron and steel, non-ferrous 
metals except copper, textile materials and non-edible oils of all 
sorts. Coal was not included, officially on the ground that exports 
of coal, as of copper, were already subject to control. On the 7th 
November the official German news agency issued a statement in the 
foUowmg terms: 

The German standpoint with reference to Germany’s neutrality is 
well-known and has in no way altered. Should an abnormal increase 
of exports of raw materials or food-stuffs become apparent, which 
threatens Germany’s own economic interests, the German Government 
will prevent it by appropriate measures. 

These developments went some way to reassure League countiies 
against the possibility of a great loss of trade to Germany, which at 
the same time would undermine the purpose of the economic sanc- 
tions. On the outbreak of the war Germany had imposed an embargo 
on the export of arms to either beUigerent. 

The attitude of the United States remained one of the keys to the 
effectiveness of economic sanctions, especially those designed directly 
to arrest Italy’s supplies of essentialraw materials. On the 6th October, 
1935, acting under the Joint Resolution of Congress of the previous 
31st August, President Roosevelt imposed an embargo on the export 
of arms, ammunition and implements of war (including aU aircraft 
and aircraft engines) to or for either belligerent country ; and at the 
same time he gave notice that any citizen of the United States who 
might travel on any vessel of either belligerent would do so at his 
own risk,i Tjie direct importance of these actions in relation to 

^ See also pp. 241-2, above* 
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economic sanctions was less than their indirect importance as an 
index of the American mood and the American official policy towards 
war and neutrahty. Much more significant in the present connexion 
was the pubhc statement^ of Mr. Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, on 
the 15th November, in which he drew attention to the considerable 
increase in the exports of 'essential war materials ’ such as 'oil, copper, 
trucks, tractors, scrap iron and scrap steel’, and declared that ^this 
class of trade’ was 'directly contrary to the policy of the Govern- 
ment’ and to 'the general spirit of the recent Neutrality Act’. 

In reply to an invitation from the League of Nations to define its 
position with regard to the proposed collective measures against the 
aggressor, the American Administration had declared itself ready 
'not only to exercise its impartial infiuence in favour of peace . . . 
but to contribute in every practical way within the limitations 
of [American] foreign policy to that end’. Striking as these 
pronouncements were, however, they had no executive force, and 
before many weeks had passed the tide of American feeling on 
whose crest they rode had become a stormy sea of controversy. 
The Laval-Hoare Peace Plan caused a revulsion of American feeling ; 
for it was interpreted as a sign that the principles of international 
justice counted for less among the leading members of the League 
than the safe-guarding of their own vital interests and the preser- 
vation of the European balance of power. American isolationism ex- 
changed its mood of repudiating the profits to be made out of other 
people’s wax's for a mood of refusing any co-operation with the League. 
Yet the Administration’s pronouncements must have had some effect 
in discouraging the less profitable or more hazardous of trade dealings 
with the belligerents ; and they certainly gave a moral encouragement 
to the League Powers to go forward with the sanctions poficy, in the 
reasonable hope that, if American trade were shown in practice to be 
intercepting the collective purpose, the Administration, supported 
by public opinion, would take more forcible action to resist the expan- 
sion of exports. 

The five proposals of the Co-ordination Committee were not in- 
tended to be a complete and final picture of measures to be applied 
to deter the aggressor and stop the war. The proposals had been 
adopted on the recommendation of the Committee of Eighteen or 
^Little Co-ordination Committee’,^ and it was the duty of this com- 
mittee to consider and recommend such farther sanctions, or changes 
in those already applied, as might prove advisable. The outstanding 
task of the comxnittee was the problem of an embargo on the sale to 
1 This is quoted on p. 244, above. ® P* above. 
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Italy of raw materials and foodstuffs that were vital for the continued 
prosecution of the war but of which the states members of the League 
did not control the world supply. On the 6th November (acting on 
a suggestion by the Canadian delegate which was later described by 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, as having been made only 
in his personal capacity)^ the Committee of Eigliteen adopted a 
resolution approving in principle the extension of the export embargo 
to petroleum and its derivatives, iron and steel, coal and coke, ‘ as 
soon as the conditions necessary to render this extension effective ’ had 
'been realized \ The mooting of what was popularly known as the oil 
sanction had a profound effect on the international political situation, ^ 
with the result that there was further considerable delay before the 
matter again came forward for decision. 

Although other commodities had been included in the resolution of 
the Committee of Eighteen, discussion at once focused on oil, partly 
for reasons of substance and partly because oil had politically a bad 
smell. Italy herself produced, and was capable of producing, only a 
negligible quantity of mineral oil, but she had adopted the fixed 
policy of encouraging the import of crude oil or residual products 
and their refinement in Italy. Since the beginning of 1935 the import 
of oil into Italy had been regulated by means of a licence system. At 
the same time she sought control of sources of crude oil, In the 
mddle of August 1935 it was given to be understood that Italian 
interests had obtained control of Mosul Oil Fields, Limited, a com- 
pany owning the whole share capital of British Oil Development, 
which in turn owned a concession in 'Iraq covering 46,000 square 
miles.® The A.G.I.P. (Azienda Generale Italiana Petroli), a quasi- 
state concern, extended its participation in an important Rumanian 
oil-producing company, and through a subsidiary undertook the 
development of oil-fields in Albania.^ 

Nevertheless, by far the greatest fraction of Italy’s oil needs 
was supplied by foreign-controUed sources. In 1934, she imported 

^ See p. 274, above. a See pp. 276 above. 

A law-smt m the English courts in 1936 exposed a triple claim to options 
on shares of Mosul Oil Fields — by the Egyptian Grovemment, by a Dutch com- 
pany and by the Azienda Generale Italiana Petroli. On the 11 th August, 
1936, ^ announced that the A,G.I.P. had disposed of its interests in 
CoJ^any international group associated with the Traq Petroleum 

^ It was announced on the 23rd March, 1936, that the Italian Government 
would make a loan of 10,000,000 gold francs, at 1 per cent,, to the Albanian 
Government, over a period of five years, for the development of agriculture, 
the loan to be guaranteed by oil concessions. This was the largest of several 
loans made at that period, which, in effect, put Albania into Italy’s pocket. 
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1.824.000 metric tons of petroleum products of aU kinds (crude oil, 
petrol, kerosene, residual products and lubricating oil), of which 

633.000 came from Rumania, 403,000 from the U.S.S.R,, 221,000 
from Iran, 187,000 from the Netherlands Empire, 95,000 from Colom- 
bia and Venezuela, 72,000 from France, and 187,000 from the United 
States.^ It will be noted that supplies from the United States (the 
principal oil producer outside the League circle) amounted to barely 
10 per cent, by quantity of Italy’s total imports of oil and oil products ; 
indeed, in the first nine months of 1935 the proportion fell to 6-3 per 
cent. Since, however, on paper the capacity of the United States to 
meet Italy’s requirements in these commodities was almost indefinitely 
expansible, she was commonly regarded as the key to the situation. 
In a public statement on the 21st November Mr. Ickes, Secretary of 
the Interior and Federal Oil Controller, notified American oil pro- 
ducers that they ‘ought to comply both in the letter and in the spirit 
with the United States Government’s eflorts to prevent furnishing 
war materials to either of the belligerents’. Here again, however, 
he had no executive authority in the matter, and by January 1936, 
when the matter again came forward at Geneva, American opinion 
had hardened against indirect assistance to League sanctions, for 
reasons that have been already mentioned. The episode of the Laval- 
Hoare Plan seemed, moreover, to have undermined the determination 
of the League Powers themselves. 

On the 22nd January the Committee of Eighteen decided to set 
up a committee of experts on the technical aspects of the proposed 
extension of the export embargo to oil and its derivatives.^ The 
committee’s main conclusions,® presented on the 12th February, were 
as follows : 

1. Having regard to the stocks already accumulated in Italy, or en 
Toutey the embargo woidd not become folly effective for three to three 
and a half months. 

2. If the embargo were applied by aU League members it would be 
effective, provided that the United States limited its exports to Italy 
to their normal pre-1935 level; otherwise, the only effect on Italy 
would be to render the purchase of petroleum more difiBLcult and 
expensive, 

3. The embargo would be strengthened if it were extended to cover 

^ Figures taken from the Beport of the Ocmmittee of Bxperts for the TecTimcal 
Exaw/ination of the Conditions Govermng the Trade in and Tra/ns'port of Betrol&um 
afid its BefrivaiiveSy By-Broducts and Besid/ties (League of Nations Document: 
General^ 1936, 1 ; British White Paper Omd. 6094 of 1936), Appendix I, re- 
producing It^an import statistics. See also p. 276 above. 

^ See p. 330, above. 

* For extracts from the text of the report see pp. 331-4, above. 
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industrial alcohol and benzol, which to a certain extent were possible 
substitutes for motor spirit. 

4. An embargo on the transport of petrol to Italy would lilcewisc 
require the co-operation of non-League Powers in order to be fully 
effective; its most practicable form would bo a ban, not only on the 
movement of tankers to Italy, but also on the sale of tankers to non- 
sanctionist states. 

5- Suitable measures would have to be taken to prevent tratlic by 
indirect routes, especially through free ports. 

At the meeting of the Committee of Eighteen at Geneva on the 
2nd March, Mr. Eden declared that, having considered the findings 
of the experts’ report. His Majesty’s Government were in favour of 
the imposition of an oil embargo by the members of the League, and 
were prepared to join in the early application of such a sanction if 
the other principal supplying and transporting states who were League 
members were prepared to do likewise.^* Although this declaration 
made no reference to the United States, and included no conditions 
regarding the participation of non-member states in the embargo, 
the British Government must have been confirmed and strengthened 
in their decision by the action of President Roosevelt on the 1st March 
in renewing his appeal to American exporters to restrain their sales 
to the belligerents.^ He said: 

It is clear to me that greatly to exceed [a normal trade] basis, with 
the result of earning profits not possible during peace, and especially 
with the result of giving actual assistance to the carrying on of war, 
would serve to magnify the very evil of war which we seek to prevent. 
This being my view, I renew the appeal made last October to the 
American people that they so conduct trade with belligerent nations 
that it cannot be said that they are seizing new opportunities for profit 
or that by changing their peace-time trade they give aid to the con- 
tinuation of war. 

However, the decision of the Committee of Eighteen was again post- 
poned, partly because both Italy and Abyssinia accepted in principle 
a proposal for fresh efforts towards peace, partly because the 
re-militarization of the Rhineland intervened to distract the League 
Powers and sap their will to impose further sanctions upon Italy. The 
oil sanction was never adopted, nor were any other sanctions beyond 
those originally accepted as the first stage of collective economic 
pressure.® 

^ See p, 338, above. ® See also p. 248 above. 

* See pp. 469-74 and 482-514, below, for the decision of the British and other 
Governments to abandon sanctions m consequence of Italy’s military victory, 
and for the proceedings at the session of the League Assembly which was 
opened on the 30th June, 1936. 
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(e) Sanctions and World Trade 

Meanwhile the war and the ocononnc and financial sanctions had 
had wide repercussions on world trade and finance. The first effect 
of the war scare was to create a small boom in commoditieSj combined 
with an equally sharp slump in security values The Economist index 
of the sterling prices of primary products rose by 8*2 per cent, between 
the 17th July and the 9th October, 1935, and this was significantly 
not accompanied, as had been previous rises in the price of commodi- 
ties expressed in sterling, by an equivalent fall in the gold value of the 
pound. Between the 14th August and the 9th October the London 
price of copper (standard cash) rose from £31 176'. 6cZ. to £35 lOs. 3d. 
per ton ; of lead from £15 155. to £19 25. 6d per ton ; of tin (standard 
cash) from £211 to £229 5,s' per ton , of American cotton from 6-44(i. 
to 6*51d. per lb.; of rubber from to 5^d. per lb., of wheat 
(December future) from 5s. Id to 65. 5d. per 100 lb. The iinininence 
of the war, however, was not alone — andperhaps not chiefly — account- 
able for these changes ; for the underlying conditions of supply, stocks 
and demand were favourable to improvements of price in most com- 
modity markets. In an opposite sense, the general nervousness was 
quickly reflected in stock markets In London, between the 16th 
August and the 20th September, 2-J per cent. Consols lost 4| points, 
Austrian 4-J per cents, lost 10*^ points, and Italian 20-year bonds 
dropped from 82 to 50. Industrial stocks reinforced the slump in 
bonds, particularly heavy losses being shown by oil shares. Anglo- 
Iranian shares, for instance, fell during that interval from 665. 3d. 
to 58s. l\d. (the transitory nature of this recession is shown by the 
fact that on the 6th May, 1930, when the Abyssinian war was being 
brought to an end, the market price of Anglo-lranian shares was 
935. 9d.), In August 1935 a brisk market developed in insurance on 
war risks on shipping voyages, not only to the Mediterranean but 
also to other parts of the world. At the end of September Lloyds set 
up a committee to fix rates for such risks, and its first list quoted 5s. 
per cent, on cargo and 25. 6d. per cent, on specie on all voyages to, 
from or via the Mediterranean and/or the Rod Sea. Since the rate on 
cargoes to Australasia, India or the Far East via the Cape was fixed 
at only I5. 6d. per cent., the extra premium for the Suez Canal route 
was sufficient to divert a good deal of cargo liner and tramp traffic 
to the longer route. This did something to offset the gain of traffic to 
the Suez Canal through the movements of Italian troopers and supply 
ships. The total traffic passing through the Canal in 1 935 amoxxnted to 
32,811,000 net tons, an increase of more than three per cent, compared 
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with 1934, and the highest yearly figure ever recorded except in 1029 
But the abnormal movements between Italy and East Africa w^cre 
held responsible for no less than 4,000,000 net tons of the total, and 
if this amount were deducted the year 1935 would have been one of 
the least favourable in the past decade. The Cape route w^as stated 
to have gained 300,000 tons in 1934-5 at the expense of Suez. But 
even more important adverse forces were the decline in Russian 
sales in the Far East, the opening of the Traq pipe-lines, and inten- 
sified import restrictions in Europe. 

The general effect of sanctions on world trade is not easily discern- 
ible on so short a view, and the economic historian’s difficulties are 
increased by the cessation of Italian official statistics after September 
1935. The major economic measures of collective pressure did not 
go into force until the 18th November, and numerous outstanding 
contracts and cargoes already en route^ many of them abnormal 
transactions designed to forestall sanctions, protracted the former 
regime of trade with Italy beyond the appointed day. British statis- 
tics show a decline of four per cent, in imports from Italy, and a decline 
of seventy-two per cent, m exports to that country, in the last three 
months of 1935 compared with the same quarter of 1934 In the 
first quarter of 1936, compared with the same period in the previous 
year, British imports from Italy had fallen from £2,068,000 to 
£62,000, and exports to Italy had fallen from £2,416,000 to £110,000. 
The effect of the disturbance to trade was naturally felt with vary- 
ing severiby in different areas— -for instance, South Wales almost 
entirely lost the export trade in coal to Italy, and the south-east of 
France suffered more than other quarters from the partial interruption 
of its normally close economic relations wdth its neighbour. One of 
the countries to lose most was Jugoslavia, one-fifth of whose exports 
went ordinarily to Italy. Her prospective loss of exports on account 
of sanctions was reckoned at 500,000,000 to 600,000,000 dinars a 
year, out of an annual total of approximately 4,000,000,000. In 
recognition of Jugoslavia’s peculiar difficulties, the British Govern- 
ment, acting imder the fifth proposal of the Co-ordination Committee 
(mutual support), enlarged that country’s permissible quota for the 
import of bacon, eggs and poultry, a concession that was reckoned 
to be worth 100,000,000 dinars of trade per aimum. Apart from the 
actual loss of exports, Jugoslavia found it increasingly difficult to 
obtain payment for those that she still preserved. At the end of 
1935 the Italo- Jugoslav clearing balance, then in suspense, showed 
a debit of 175,000,000 dinars against Italy. To quite a considerable 
extent Italy was using this kind of reluctant credit to finance her im- 
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ports. Thus the Italo-Hungariaii clearing showed such a large balance 
in favour of Hungary at the end of 1935 that she was able to repay 
the Italian tranche^ amounting to 22,000,000 lii-e, of the $20,000,000 
rediscount credit granted by various central banks tlirough the 
Bank for International Settlements in June 1931. Austrian exporters 
were reported to be showing considerable hesitation in dealing with 
Italy because of the delay m obtaining payment in schillings ; and 
difficulties likewise stood in the way of Italian trade with the greatest 
of European countries outside the sanctions group, Germany In 
October the German-Italian clearing showed a debit of nearly 
20,000,000 hi'e against Italy, whereas formerly it had been Germany 
who was on the WTong side of the balance. By the end of the sanc- 
tions period it was reckoned that Italy’s outstanding commercial 
debt had mounted to 1,500,000,000 lire. 

Great Britain’s experience was exceptional. Partly, no doubt, 
because Itahan opinion was inflamed against her as the alleged 
promoter of the sanctions policy at Geneva, her exports to Italy fell 
far more sharply in the latter months of 1935 than did her imports 
from Italy. Tlie Anglo-Italian clearing agreement, which went into 
operation on the 18th March, 1935, had established a lira account 
for sums due to British creditors and awaiting transfei into sterling. 
On the 11th September the amount outstanding in the lira account 
was £2,008,233; on the 18th December it had fallen to £1,608,472. 
Shortly before the economic sanctions went into force the British 
Government altered the character of the exchange clearing, making 
it compulsory instead of volimtary for British debtors to pay into 
the clearing account the sums due in sterling to Italian exporters or 
shipping companies ; this measure indicated a certain anxiety lest 
the sterling assets of the accoimt should not be sufficient to pay the 
commercial debts due from Italy to British exporters. A controller 
of Anglo-Italian debts was appointed to supervise the compulsory 
clearing. The figures already quoted show that after the end of the 
year sanctions and the Italian boycott combined to reduce Great 
Britain’s trade with Italy to insignificant amounts, both in imports 
and in exports. An export balance of £348,000 in the first three 
months of 1935 was reduced to one of £48,000 in the corresponding 
period of 1936. 


(/) The Effect of the Wab m Italy 

It is never easy to gauge the economic condition of a country at 
war, and in this instance the task is rendered the more difficult by 
the absence of authoritative Italian figures later than September 
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1935. But even the figures relating to the period immediately before 
the outbreak of war give a fairly trustworthy indication of the trend 
of economic events in the last three months of 1935. The gold 
holding of the Bank of Italy, which had dropped by over 2,000,000,000 
lire between the end of 1933 and the middle of August 1935, lost a 
further 723,000,000 lire in the seven weeks to the 20th September, 
when it stood at 4,334,000,000 lire. The comparatively small reserve 
of foreign cmTencies also feU shghtly. But this loss of reserves was 
accompanied by no equivalent reduction of the obligations of the 
Bank; on the contrary, between the 20th August and the 20th 
September discounts rose from 3,622,000,000 to 4,420,000,000 lire, 
advances from 1,900,000,000 to 2,630,000,000 lire, and notes m circula- 
tion from 13,491,000,000 to 14,917,000,000 lire. The ratio of gold cover 
to notes and sight liabilities simultaneously fell from thirty-sis per 
cent, to under thirty per cent. — ^so swiftly had events moved since 
the statutory minimum of forty per cent, was removed at the end 
of July. As a natural consequence of the restrictions on foreign 
trade and the inflation of the currency, prices rose steeply. The 
index of wholesale prices (1913 = 100), which had started the year at 
a level of 280, had risen to 319 by August, and in October it was 
352, over twenty-five per cent, higher than it had been nine months 
previously. The index of retail prices (January-June 1914=100) 
rose more slowly, but in August it stood at 433, an advance of 12 
points on the figure for the previous January. 

The increase in Bank of Italy advances and in the note circulation 
was in large measure caused by the fiscal necessities of the Govern- 
ment. The ordinary budget was in no worse plight, it is true, than in 
previous years. Thefinal figures for the year ended the 30th June, 1935, 
showed a deficit of 2,030,000,000 lire, of which 975,000,000 lire were 
attributable to extraordinary expenditure in East Africa, 840,000,000 
lire to a grant in aid of the state railways, and only 215,000,000 lire 
to the ordinary budget. In 1 935—6, so the Minister for Finance declared 
to a meeting of the Cabinet on the 20th December, 1935, there would 
be no deficit on the state railways ; and the budget for the current 
year would close with a surplus of 20,000,000 lire on an expenditure of 
20,291,000,000 lire. It was remarkable that the estimates for revenue 
in 1935-6 showed an increase of no less than 2,314,000,000 lire com- 
pared with the previous year ; the Minister apparently relied on the 
general improvement in internal trade and profits, and on a series 
of new decrees designed to check evasion of taxes. 

Even if his apparent optimism was justified, however, there 
remained the problem of paying for the Abyssinian war. The outlay 
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of 975,000,000 lire included in the budget to the 30th June, 1935 — 
over three months before hostilities actually began — ^gave some inkling 
of the enormous expenditures that were bound to ensue. As early as the 
23rd August, 1935, additional expenditures totalling 2,500,000,000 
lire were announced ‘for extraordinary requirements in the colo- 
nies and for services in connexion therewith'. The total included 

1.000. 000.000 lire for the Ministry for the Colonies ‘to provide for 
new or mcreased civil and military expenditure' and 1,050,000,000 
lire for the Ministry of War, as an ‘extraordinary appropriation 
for services in the interests of the colonies.' There were constant 
rumours of impending increases of taxation, of a capital levj^ or 
similar measures, but the Minister for Fmance discredited these 
reports, and the sei)aration of wai' expenditure from the ordinary 
budget indicated that the Government proposed to finance military 
operations by loans rather than from cuiTent revenue. The principal 
method of raising new monej’’ was the conversion of 3J per cent, 
redeemable Government stock into 5 per cent. Consols. Holders were 
invited to take out 100 lire of the new funds, which were guaranteed 
against futiue conversions for twenty years, in exchange for 100 lire 
of the 31 per cent, stock and 15 lire in cash. As the total amount of 
the redeemable stock outstanding was about 61,000,000,000 lire, 
conversion of the whole issue would give the Government 9,000,000,000 
lire of new money. Up to the beginning of 1936 some 6,000,000,000 
to 6,000,000,000 lire had actually been received in this way, and 
in September 1936 it was reported that conversions had totalled 

46.000. 000.000 lire, giving the Government 6,750,000,000 lire of new 
money. The time limit for conversions had been extended to the 
30th September. The offer was attractive to investors who could 
lay hands on the necessary cash, but it must be noted that the 
Government was paying in effect 10 per cent, per annum for the 
new money. The transaction may also be looked at in this way: 
since the market price of the 3J per cent, stock was under 65, the 
investor was being invited to subscribe to a 6 per cent, consolidated 
loan at less than 80, and on this reckoning the Italian Government's 
internal credit was on a 6J per cent, basis. Further funds were 
obtained by the Treasury through the resale of foreign securities 
compulsorily exchanged by private holders for 5 per cent. Govern- 
ment bonds, described as ‘unquoted and unsaleable'.^ 

Italy’s anxiety to secure gold in order to replenish her currency 
reserves and obtain the means to purchase goods abroad was ex- 
hibited in many ways, of which the most remarkable to the popular 
' ^ The Bconcmistf 12ih September, 1936. 
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eye — ^but perhaps the least important in actual substance — ^was the 
exchange of gold for steel wedding rings. On the 19th November a 
Royal Decree established a monopoly in the purchase of gold in all 
forms from abroad, and jewellers and private citizens were forbidden 
to buy any raw gold or second-hand gold articles whose value was 
determined by the gold content. On the 27th November the Bank of 
Italy raised its buying price for gold from Italian citizens to 15-50 
lire per gramme, against a rate of 12*63 lire per gramme based on the 
nominal gold parity of the Hra. This was, in effect, a frank acknow- 
ledgement that the hra was off gold. 

In spite of aU efforts, the metalhc reserves of the Bank of Italy 
fell with alarming rapidity. On the 20th October, the last date 
for which a full return was given, the gold reserves amounted to 

3.936.000. 000 hre; at the annual meeting of the Bank of Italy on 
the 31st March, 1936, the Governor stated that by the 3] st December 
they had fallen to 3,027,000,000 hre. The import statistics of France 
and Switzerland for the last three months of 1935 showed the entry 
of gold from Italy to the aggregate amount of approximately 

1.500.000. 000 hre at mint parity. The Bank of Italy’s reserves, 
according to the statement already quoted and the return for the 
30th September, fell in that period by 1,224,000,000. The discre- 
pancy might be partly due to variations in the date or methods of 
compilation of the figures, but it may be supposed that some part 
of the extra quarter of a bilhon odd was acquired by the Bank of 
Italy from misceUaneous sources. The Governor of the Bank, how- 
ever, was careful to point out that the reserves as stated did not 
include the gold given to the state by the citizens of Italy, nor the 
foreign securities that had been requisitioned. The sums thus 
obtained would form, he said, a strong special reserve which would 
remain at the exclusive disposal of the state. In the first three 
months of 1936, according to the results of a questioimaire issued 
by the League of Nations, imports of gold from Italy or Italian 
colonies into the countries that replied totalled 1,092,000,000 hre. 
Thus the ordinary gold reserves of Italy must have fallen during 
this period alone by one-third of their amount at the beginning of 
the year. 

The gold received from Itahan citizens could hardly have exceeded 
three-quarters of a biUion hre. In addition to their gold the Itahan 
Government could also dispose of silver cahed in from circulation 
or voluntarily relinquished by the people — ^worth perhaps half a 
bilhon — and of the foreign securities called in from private holders. 
The value of these was a matter for estimate, but well-informed 
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opinion suggested that two milliards was the maximum figure for 
the marketable and realizable assets.^ The experience of the British 
Government during the war of 1914-18, when the American exchange 
was similarly supported by the mobilization of privately held foreign 
secmities, showed that only a comparatively small proportion of a 
country’s capital abroad could be readity disposed of, m any consider- 
able quantities, m time of war. 

If these amounts are added up, Italy’s disposable international 
assets at the end of September 1935 may be estimated at a maximum 
figure of 7,870,000,000 lire, mcluding 370,000,000 lire in the ordinary 
foreign exchange reserve of the Bank of Ital}^ Known losses of gold 
amounted to roughly one-thii’d of that total (2,600,000,000 lire) 
during the subsequent six montlis No figures were available at the 
date of vTiting to show how far the assets other than gold were 
simultaneously depleted ; attention has already been drawn to the 
accumulation of debts against Italy in her clearing accounts with 
Central and Eastern European countries The supposition that if 
the war had been protracted over the rainy season of 1936 the 
pressure of sanctions would have driven Italy to a compromise 
seemed, therefore, to have been justified, in so far as what happened 
to Italy’s balance of payments during those first six months of the 
war could be taken as likely to continue for the next six months. 
The pressure, indeed, would probably have been intensified, for the 
stocks of raw materials that had been accumulated in preparation 
for the war were seriously depleted by the time when the sanctions 
were withdrawn. 

Italy herself claimed that through the readjustment of her import 
trade she had actually achieved a smaller debit balance on commodity 
trade since the imposition of sanctions than she had experienced a 
year previously. The average monthly debit for December 1935 to 
March 1936 was stated by the Minister of Finance, in a speech on 
the 19th May, to have been 213,000,000 lire, against 246,000,000 lire 
in the corresponding period of 1934-5 If these figures are accepted 
it follows, having regard to the unquestioned loss of gold by Italy 
during the war, either that her external trade wa;S already seriously 
out of balance in 1934r-6,* or that her losses in shipping and tourist 
traffic and other miscellaneous receipts more than made up for her 
success in reducing her imports to match the fall in her exports, or 

^ See two articles on ‘Italy under Sanctions’ in The MancheBter Guardian 
for the 28th February and the 2nd March, 1936* 

® She actually lost more gold in the first three months of 1935 than in the 
first three months of 1936. 
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that she was paying out money for heavy items not included in the 
trade returns cited by the Minister of Finance — ^for instance, war 
materials and stores shipped direct to the war area. The most hl^ely 
guess is that aU these possibihties had some effect on the figui'es. 
What is certain is that the adjustment of the trade balance was 
achieved only by a serious depletion of industrial stocks, especially 
of the commodities banned for export to Italy under Sanction No. 4. 
In November 1935 Italy’s imports of rubber, iron ore and scrap iron, 
aluminium and tin were far in excess of her normal purchases. But 
in the followmg month her imports of those commodities had been 
reduced to a tiny fraction of their usual amounts (except aluminium, 
which continued to be shipped m abnormally large quantities in 
December and January). In February exports of those commodities 
from the thirty -eight states making returns to the League of Nations 
(including Germany, Austria, Hungary and Switzerland) had vanished 
altogether, and their sales of nickel had been cut to very small 
amounts. Ordinary Italian industry could not indefinitely undergo 
these deprivations, together with the others implied in the great cur- 
tailment of imports. 

The returns show clearly the delay that ensued before the economic 
sanctions had their full effect. The 'import sanction’ likewise took 
a slow grip. The following table shows the value of the imports from 
Italy into the countries that supplied the required information to the 
League, from November 1935 onwards : 


Imports prom Italy 
{m thousands of gold pounds) 


Month 

No. of countries 

1934-5 

1035-6 

November 

58 

4,428 

5,304 

December 

57 

4,423 

3,525 

January . 

66 

4,040 

2,087 

February 

61 

3,943 

1,777 

March 

37 

3,611* 

1,907 


FuUy one-half of the imports from Italy in February and March 193C 
were imports into Exxropean countries not applying sanctions or 
applying them with reservations. The figures indicate that although 
there may have been substantial evasions of the undertaking to 
impose sanctions they did not have any drastic effect on the general 
trend. 

Between January 1936 and January 1936 imports from Italy into 
France fell from 1,389,000 gold dollars to 159,000 gold dollars, and 
into the United Kingdom from 1,942,000 gold dollars to 70,000 gold 
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dollars. On the side of exiDoi*ts to Italj’’, there was a sharp contrast 
between most of the sanctionist countries and the non -sane tionists, 
especially the United States, Austria and Hungary, who gained con- 
siderably in trade at the exj)ense of the former group. The U.S.S.R. 
and Rumania, however, increased then exports to Italy through their 
heavy shipments of oil 

Not only the restriction of Ttahan exports under sanctions, the 
stoppage of imports of rubber and other industrial raw materials, 
and the practical cessation of tourist traffic, but also the heavy 
requirements of industries producing war material, and the demands 
of the military operations themselves, intensified the pressure on 
Italy's internal economy. The automobile industry was reported 
to have been completely dislocated by the attenuation of oil sup- 
plies to tlie general public, while other industries, like textiles and 
building, felt severely the jiiiich of curtailed supplies of raw mate- 
rials. On the 23rd March, 1936, Signor Mussohni announced to the 
annual assembly of Fascist Corporations a sw'ccping plan of industrial 
nationalization. The state would encourage the small trader and the 
artisan, he said. 

As for the great industry w^hioh works, directly or indirectly, for the 
defence of the nation, and has formed its capital from public subscrip- 
tions, and the industry which has developed to such an extent as to 
be capitalistic or super-capitalistic, it wiH be formed into great units 
corresponding to what are called key industries. It will assume a special 
character in the framework of the state. Is state intervention in these 
units to take the form of direct or of indirect control ? In some branches 
it may be direct operation, in others indirect operation 
We may also think of fixed undertakings in which the state and 
private enterprise will supply the capital and will organize the operation 
in common. It is perfectly logical that in the Fascist state these groups 
of industries should cease to have by law the character of private under- 
takings, which since 1930-1 they have altogether lost m fact, . . . We 
are moving towards a period in which these industries wiU have neither 
the time nor the powder to work for the private consumer. They must 
work exclusively, or almost exclusively, for the armed forces of the 
nation. 

The main consideration in Italy’s economic policy, declared Signor 
Mussolini, would be to free the country from dependence on foreign 
countries for raw materials. For supplies of petrol, for instance, 
they would increasingly rely, especially in time of war, on the hydro- 
genation of lignite, on alcohol obtained from agricultural products, 
and on the distillation of asphaltiferous rook. The existing Chamber 
of Deputies would be replaced as soon as possible by the National 
Assembly of Corporations. 
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This proimse — or threat — of wholesale industrial reor^unization, 
which was generally regarded outside Italy as necessitated l>y llu^ 
stringencies of an economic regime under sanctions, was associated 
with an equally drastic reorganization of the Italian l)nnkiug system 
On the 3rd March, 1936, the Council of Ministers decided u])c>n a 
policy of nationalization of the banks. Public institutions would take 
over from private investors the ownership of the Bank of Italy a.nd 
of all the chief subsidiary banks of the country. Shareholders would 
be repaid at rates corresponding to actual values. Smaller banks, 
together with credit institutions like the Institution of Land Credit 
and the Institution of Public Works Credit, would be rigorously con- 
trolled by a board composed of the Mmisters of Finance, Agriculture 
and Corporations, with Signor Mussolini as President. The Industrial 
Eeconstruction Institution was to be abolished. Thenceforward all 
new public issues of capital made through banks or credit institutions 
would be subject to direct veto or approval by the Bank of Italy. 
There could have been no clearer evidence than these subjections of 
private enterprise to the purposes — and largely the military purposes 
— of the state that sanctions were having their effect upon Italy^s 
whole economy. The adjustment of her balance of trade, so as to 
m i nimi ze her loss of gold and exchange reserves, could not com- 
pensate for the loss of export markets (which might well prove per- 
manent), the shortage of raw materials and the inflated level of costs 
and prices. 

(xili) The Reactions in the Sanction-taking Countries to the Italian 
Military Victory in Africa 

Next to the Amharas and the Italians, who were the respective 
victims and instruments of Signor MussoHni’s military coup in Africa, 
the effect of the blow was felt by the people and the Government 
of the United Kingdom more keenly, perhaps, than by any other 
members of an oecumenical society in which none could remain 
altogether unmoved by the formidable shock which the Italian 
dictator had now given to the frail structure of international law 
and order. 

Since all human conflicts are in essence of a spiritual nature, even 
when the moral struggle is reflected on the material surface of life in 
a clash of arms or in a cloud of poison, the forum of public opinion 
in Great Britain perhaps presented no smaller a claim than the 
theatre of war in East Africa upon the attention of a historian who 
was attempting to follow, and describe, the course of a battle which 
was being fought on every plane of human activity with all the 
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weapons of the spirit, as well as with those of the flesh, and whicl\ 
had the appearance of being momentous for the destinies of Mankind. 

In Great Britain the months of May and June 1936 witnessed the 
third round of a struggle of which the first round had been fought iu 
Aiigust and September 1035 and the second in the intervening 
December. In both these earlier trials of moral strength the cause 
of collective security had been — at least in outward appearance — 
victorious, but this time that cause suffered an equally conspicuous 
defeat As soon as the battle was rejoined it became clear that the 
current of feeling was running in favour of abandoning the attempt 
to frustrate the Italian act of aggression ,* and those leaders who had 
carried the public with them eight months and four months back 
were now ovei'borne and swept away by the tide as helplessly — 
however manfully they might 'breast the 'welling waves — as then 
opponents had been discomfited on those two earlier occasions. This 
rout of the 'sanctionists’ on the battle-field of the press eventually 
reached a point at which the Government felt themselves strong 
enough to declare tlieii' policy: first on the 10th June through the 
mouth of Mr Neville Chamberlain, who was 'sent forth ' as 'a raven 
which went forth to and fro until the waters were dried up from the 
earth and then, on the 18th, through the mouth of Mr. Anthony 
Eden, in the guise of the dove bearing an olive leaf^ which — plucked 
as it plainly was from an Italian tree — made it evident to Mr. Baldwin 
and his anxious companions in the rudderless ark of the Covenant 
'that the waters were abated from off the earth', and that the hard- 
boiled crust of traditional diplomatic practice could be trodden now 
once more by politicians' feet without bringing down another deluge 
of public indignation. 

Why was it that, this time, the fortunes of this spiritual war were 
reversed ? For, as far as the sum, or balance, of public opinion could 
be tested by individual expressions of it, there were still as many 
righteous men and women in the cities of Britain — ^now perhaps 
threatened, like the Cities of the Plain, with brimstone and fire out 
of heaven — as there had been in the two earlier moral crises of the 
Ethiopian test of British faith. On this point the followiag testimony 
was given in the House of Commons at Westminster, during a debate 
on the 23rd June, 1936, by the leader of the Liberal Opposition, 
Sir Archibald Sinclair: 

I have had double or treble the number of letters, post-cards and 

telegrams during this crisis that I had at the crisis of the Hoare-Laval 

negotiations, a very largo number from people who tell me they voted 

^ Genesis, viii. 7. ® Genesis, vixi. 11, 
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for the Goyerimient, and implied that they did so on the strength of the 
pledge that the Govemment gave on the issue of the League of Nations 
at the last election 

This testimony from Sir Archibald Sinclair is home out by extracts 
from the post-bag of another Member of Parliament which are 
printed in a selection of expressions of feeling and opinion in Great 
Britain that was published in June 1936 and the same emotions and 
views and desires appear in two other series of extracts printed in 
the same collection — one series from the correspondence files of the 
Abyssinia Association,^ and the other from letters to the Viscountess 
Gladstone accompanying donations in response to an appeal for a 
Red Cross aeroplane for Abyssinia.^ Why was it, then, that the same 
integers produced a plus quantity in 1935 and a minus quantity 
in 1936? 

Perhaps the most important among the several considerations 
which, together, explain this apparent inconsequence, is to be found 
in the fact that the fait accompli of the Italian military conquest of 
the Ethiopian Empire made it impossible any longer for anybody in 
any of the sanction-taking countries to shut his eyes to the impossi- 
bility of effectively frustrating Italy’s act of aggression if the would- 
be vindicator of the League Covenant were not prepared now to take 
the main burden upon the shoulders of his own country and his 
own self. 

By the terms of the Covenant this was the plain responsibility of 
states members of the League as soon as a breach of the Covenant 
had duly come to their cognizance ; but the reaction in Great Britain 
to the news of the Italian military triumph at the beginning of May 
1936 made it evident that at any rate a majority of the members of 
the Cabinet of the United Kingdom and of their supporters in Parlia- 
ment had been counting all along upon the physiography of the 
Abyssinian Plateau or the climate and weather of East Africa or 
the martial qualities of the ill-equipped Amharan warriors to do the 
major part of the business which was the bounden duty of Abyssinia’s 
feUow states members of the League. While, so long as hostilities 
lasted in the theatre of war, the Governments of the United Kingdom 
and the other sanction-taking countries had been prone to deprecate 
any intensification of sanctions on the ground that those originally 
imposed seemed likely to be sufficient for their purpose, the military 

^ See The Tragedy of Abyssinia: What Britain feels and thinks and v)ant8f 
edited by E, Eathbone (London, 1936, League of Nations Union), i)p, 43 -4. 
The name of the recipient of the letters is not disclosed. 

® Op. dt., pp. 40-2. 
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collapse of Abyssinia at the beginnuag of May brought to light the 
truth that the^ British Government, at least, had never regarded 
sections as bemg more than a subsidiary means towards the end of 
waitmg Signor Mussolini and saving Abj’'ssinia and maintainmg 
e ovenant. The British Government’s own immediate conclusion 
now was that the military /aii accoynpU in Africa had made the con- 
muation of sanctions against Italy futile. And it is significant that, 
m eventually announcing their decision to recommend at Geneva 
tliat the existmg financial and economic sanctions should be aban- 
doned, they did not thinlc it worth while to present to the British 
public any estimate of the extent to which these existing sanctions 
had impeded Italy’s action up to date, or again any estimate of the 
ength of time for which these sanctions would have to be m force 
before they might be expected to bring Signor Mussolini to his laiees. 
The attitude of the British Government was, in fact, accurately 
Resented by one of their supporters in the House of Commons, 
Mr. Macqmsten, in a laconic interruption of Mr. Lloyd George’s 

speech on the 18th June ; ‘As the Abyssmians are defeated, sanctions 
must go. 

When the Government were thus unwilling even to look into the 
question of what results might be expected from the existing econo- 
mic sanctions if these were given time to tell, they must have been 
unwillmg, a fortiori, to complete their hitherto partial fulfilment of 
their obligations under Article 16 of the Covenant by resorting 
to additional measures which might bring to bear upon Signor Mus- 
sohm so effective a pressure as to inchne him to retort by going 
to war. And the argument that war alone could reverse the fait 
accompli m East AMca was played again and again as a trump 
card by the Government at Westminster in their apologia, at this 
stage for the failure of the United Kingdom and her feUow states 
members of the League to frustrate the aggressor and to rescue his 
^ctim. The issue was stated frankly by Mr. Eden himself in the 
House of Commons on the 18th June: 

The fact has to be faced that sanctions did not realize the purpose for 
which they were imposed. The Italian military campaign succeeded. 
J.he capital and the most important part of Abyssinia are in Italian 
military occupation ; and, so far as I am aware, no Abyssinian Govem- 
part of the Emperor’s territory. That is a situation 
wmch has got to be faced. It is a situation which nothing but militarv 
action from TOthout-^ — ^from outside the country — can possibly reverse 
Is there any country prepared to take such military action ? Or is there 
^on ? “ opinion in this country prepared to take such military 
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In the same place, on the 23rd June, Sir John Simon said the same 
thing in a more sho clang language : 

I do not think there is a single member of the Lesigue wliich is pre- 
pared to use . force, and I say quite bluntly that this Government is ik )i 
prepared to mvite this country to engage itself by force in that (juarrel 
Very ridiculous things have been said in that connexion by some crititvs. 
It has been implied with a sneer: ‘‘Are you afraid ? Do you think the 
British Navy would be overwhelmed?* I have no doubt the British 
Navy would give a good account of itself, but that is not the point. 
The point is that, with the present situation in Europe and the great 
dangers surrounding us here at home, I am not prepared to see a single 
ship sunk even in a successful naval battle in the cause of Abyssinian 
independence. 

Outside the walls of the House of Commons the point had aheady 
been reasserted by Mr. Baldwin in a speech delivered at Wishaw on 
the 20th June : 

In my view, there is only one way of altering the course of events as 
they have so far taken place, and that is to go to war. I do not know 
a smgle country in Europe that is prepared for that, and I am quite 
certain that I should not cast my voice to-day for that course of action. 
. , . We are making every attempt, whatever people may say and how- 
ever much they may talk about loss of prestige, to keep our people, 
certainly unless the whole of the League nations will come m with us, 
away from the perils and horrors of modem war in Europe. If that fire 
is ever hghted agam on the Continent no man can tell whore the heather 
will stop burning, and it is not a risk that I, for one, am going to take 
for my country so long as I have any control in the Government. 

Mr. Baldwin was followed by Mr. Neville Chamberlain at Man- 
chester on the 27th June: 

There is only one sanction which could to-day have any effect at all 
upon the course of things in Abyssinia, and that is force, and force 
means war. Mr. Lloyd George himself told us in the House of Commons 
that, in his opinion, this country would never march to war in an 
Austrian quarrel. Does he suggest that we should do for Abyssinia what 
we would not do for Austria ? Does he suggest that we should enter upon 
a war the end of which no man could see ; that wo should expose our 
people to the risk of those horrors which so shocked us when they were 
appHed to Abyssinia ? 

The Prime Minister himself returned to the charge on the 2nd July 
at the centenary dinner of the City of London Conservative Associa- 
tion: 

You may not know that every day of my life, when I sit at my work 
in the Cabinet room, I sit xmdemeath the portrait of a great Prime 
Minister — ^the first who bore that title^ — Sir Robert Walpole, whoso great 
boast — and much of whose great reputation rested on this — ^was that, 
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except on one occasion, lie kept liis country out of war. There was emy 
kind of intrigue against him to try and got him to break that resolution 
of his, and to him was attributed that well-known remark that a war 
against his will had been forced on him, and he said that the people wore 
now ringing the behs and they would soon bo wringing their hands 

War IS a very terrible thing, and when once let loose in Europe no man 
can tell how far it will spread and no man can tell when or how it will 
stop. And I am quite content in these circumstances to be called a 
coward if I have done what I could in accordance with the views of every 
country in Europe to keep my own people out of war. 

In the more heated passages of the two debates in the House of 
Commons on the 18th and on the 23rd June, 'Do you ^\^ant w^ar?’ 
was the cry which was volleyed at the Government’s critics by the 
supporters of the Government on the back benches.^ 

At the time of writing, it remained for the Opposition and the 
electorate to prove that, in making this fundamental assumption 
that the Bi’itish nation was unwilling to go to war for the sake of 
implementing its obligations under the League Covenant in the Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict, the spokesmen of the Government were libel- 
lously misinterpreting the general will of the electorate. There were, 
indeed, two opposition speakers — Mv. Lloyd George on the 18th 
June and Mr. A. Henderson on the 23rd — who had the courage to 
declare in the House of Commons that they were prepared, in 
vindication of the Covenant, to go to war if necessary. 

Unless [said Mr. Lloyd George] it means that fi e. war] in the ultimate 
resort, the League will have no authority. I think it will avert war all 
the more if this is known.® 

^ The continued prevalence ol a corresponding state of mind in France — 
after, no less than before, the change of (jSoveriimont in that country — ^was 
attested by the new French Prime Minister, IMonsieur Blum, in the following 
passage of the speech which he delivered in the Assembly at Geneva on the 
1st July, 1936: 

‘The will of the nation ... is clear: the French people desire peace; and 
desire it unanimously. They desire it so deeply that in our domestic contro- 
versies the conclusive argument of the parties, one against the other, con- 
sists in saying: “You are endangering the cause of peace; you are drawing 
the nation into war.” ’ 

® This declaration of Mr. Lloyd George’s at the beginning of his speech must, 
however, bo read in the light of the following later passage which is the more 
significant because it was incidental and indeed almost inadvertent: 

‘I am trying to find out your reasons for changing your mind. Austria ? 
Well, Austria is always with us, always full of trouble. But there is one 
thing the people of this country have made up their minds definitely about. 
Whatever Government is in power they will never go to war again for an 
Austrian quarrel. [Interruption.] I am just telling you what my conviction 
is about the feeling of the country, and there is not one of you can deny it.’ — 
Hon. Members: ‘ Abyssinia 1’ — ‘Yes. But you have accepted sanctions for 
Abyssinia.’ 
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I can only speak for myself [said Mr. Houdcrson], but, for wJiai it is 
worth, I can state my own position. I believe that any one who su])ports 
the collective peace system, as set out in the Covenant of iht^ 
of Nations, has to be prepared to face all the consequences natura]I>' 
flowing from the enforcement of the Covenant against an aggressor 
nation. 

On the other hand, Mr. Arthnr Greenwood, who led the Labour 
Opposition’s attack upon the Government on the 18th, twice show^cd 
signs of flinching from this issue when it was thrust upon him; 
and in the event the Government found themselves able — ^without 
evoking a storm like that which had been raised by the Laval-Hoare 
Peace Plan^ — to declare and execute a policy of abandoning the 
economic sanctions hitherto in force against Italy, and acquiescing 
in the triumphant success of her accomplished act of aggression, on 
the express ground that going to war with her was the only feasible 
alternative course of action. 

The point had been put forcibly by Mr. Edwym Bevan in a letter 
which was published in The Times of the 30th April: 

As Captain Victor Cazalet said in your issue of the 23rd April, the 
League can be a success only if the nations composing it are prepared 
to fight. It aims at peace, but its method must m certain circumstances 
mean war. Just as vaccination aims at preventing small-pox by produc- 
ing the disease m a milder form, so a collective war waged against a 
peace-breaker who will not yield to gentle treatment is very much pre- 
ferable, it is held, to a war waged by a nation for its own hand. . . . 

Even to-day the Powers of the League could stop Italy’s aggression 
instantly if their peoples were willing to face war wdth Italy. It is an 
ironical reflection that the very same fear of war which won so many 
thousand votes for the League of Nations in what was termed a ‘ Peace 
Ballot ’ is the thing which paralyses the League even in face of an aggres- 
sion so brutal and atrocious as the Italian. 

In the second of the passages here quoted from Mr. Sevan’s letter, 
the writer was raising the question whether, when some millions of 
British electors had voted, a few months back, for military measures 
if necessary’ (in case "economic and non-military measures’ failed to 
compel a nation to stop when it had insisted upon committing an 
act of aggression against a neighbour), these voters had clearly under- 
stood that, in answering the series of questions in the so-called "Peace 
Ballot’ in the affirmative, they were voting, not forpeace-at-any-price, 
but for war-rather-than-dishonour and for war-rather-than-lawless- 
ness-and-iniquity. Or did these voters indeed apprehend what they 
were votmg for, yet cast their vote, all the same, for a contingency 
for which they had no stomach, in the hope that "something would 
^ See pp. 68-9 and 314-20, above. 
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tui’n up’ to save them from the necessity of having to make the 
painful choice between honouring their words and eating them ? 

The British electorate of this generation were the children of an 
age in which a ci~devanf Christian Society had come to believe that 
its talent for clock-work (institutional as well as metallic) could 
dispense it from the need of holding convictions and of summoning up 
the courage to act upon them when the consequences of such action 
were likely to be unpleasant. It is possible that, to many people in 
Great Britain, the newfangled institution of ‘economic sanctions" had 
commended itself as a substitute which was both comfortable and 
ingenious, and thus doubly attractive, for the old-fashioned institu- 
tion of war: a sort of political ‘syncro-mesh’ which was expected 
to save a civilized community the jar of the clumsy old-fashioned 
business of gear-changing out of peace into war and out of war into 
peace again. If such ''modern’ souls w^ere represented in the elec- 
torate of the United Kingdom in 1936 in any considerable numbers, 
that would go far to account for the Government’s success in carrying 
through a policy of abandoning economic sanctions in face of an 
Italian military victory , for, in dealing with electors of this ladney, 
the Government had to do with men and women who were not moved 
by the will to vindicate a principle at the risk of being called upon to 
make a sacrifice, but who merely wished to make a gesture so long 
as they could be certain of being able to make it without seriously 
imperilling their own comfort. 

The prevailing lack of a lively faith in ultimate spiritual principles 
would also explain why it was that even those people who had 
the intellectual abihty to grasp all the disastrous implications of a 
surrender of the League of Nations to Signor Mussolini were not, all 
of them, prepared to take the hard course that must be taken if these 
disastrous possibilities were to be warded ofP. In their own utilitarian 
terms it was beyond their power to solve aright the moral problem 
that was confronting them ; for these children of the Enlightenment 
had emancipated themselves from the discipline of a traditional and 
a priori categorical imperative,^ only to fall under the yoke of the 
Goddess Tyche or Fortune, who, under many different names, had 

^ In the Liberal -Democratic ranks of the society of tlio day, a readiness to 
fight for a cause was coming to be regarded as a symptom of either criminality 
or lunacy. *At all costs’, Monsieur Delbos, the French Minister for Foreign 
Alfairs, is reported to have declared in a public speech on the 3rd August, 
1936, ‘there must not be a new crusade of ideals in Europe, which would 
probably lead to war.’ This declaration was made with reference, not to the 
Italo •'Abyssinian conflict, but to the Spanish civil war, and the policy indicated 
may have been politically impeccable; yet, all the same, the words have a 
wider moral implication which tells a tale, 

li^ Gg 
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repeatedly established her paralysing cloniinion over the souls of 
men and women who had been called upon to live in periods of social 
decadence. Casting up their hedonistic calculus in order to make the 
choice between one evil wliich might be the lesser evil but which was 
at the same time both certain and immediate, and another evil which 
would manifestly be the greater evil if it were to come to pass 
to-morrow, these devotees of Tychfe measured the possibility of 
'something lucky turning up’ before to-morrow dawned against the 
certainty of something unpleasant happening now if they chose the 
sterner of the two alternative courses ; and in face of this fallaciously 
imperfect survey of the alternatives they succumbed supinely to 
the option of avoiding the unpleasantness that was imminent, and 
thus made their momentous choice neither on the absolute criterion 
of morality nor on the relative criterion of expediency, but on that 
trivial distinction between this moment and the next whicli keeps 
the sluggard cowering between the blankets when the house is burn- 
ing over his head.^ 

If the Government sought to justify themselves by accusing the 
electorate of being in this unedifying state of mind, the pubhc might 
perhaps make two retorts. 

In the first place they might convict Mr. Baldwin, out of his own 
mouth, not only of having emulated his constituents in making a 
pretentious gesture without intending to follow it up, but of also 
having, himself, described and denounced in advance the very bassesse 
which he had subsequently committed in his countrymen’s company 
and name. The following passage was included in a string of citations 
from his own previous utterances which Mr. Baldwin quoted, in his 
speech at Wishaw on the 20th June, 1936, with the intention of 
proving that he had not been guilty of inconsistency and had not 
'misled the country’. 

I said in the House of Commons two years ago,^ and I beg your 
attention to those words* Tf you are going to adopt a sanction, you 
must be prepared for war. If you adopt a sanction without being ready 
for war, you are not an honest trustee of the nation.’ 

When this passage is compared with that from the Prime Minister’s 
own subsequent speech of the 2nd July, and with those from Mr. 
Eden’s and Sir John Simon’s previous speeches — of the 18th and the 
23rd June respectively — ^which have been quoted above, it would 
appear that, in making even a warrantable accusation against the 

^ This is, of course, the issue at stake in the last scene of Part One of 
Goethe’s Femst; hut in the play it is not Mephistopheles, but God, to whom 
Gretohen gives her allegiance at the decisive moment. 

* The actual date was the 18th May, 1934 [A. J. T.]. 
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public on these lines, the Government woxild be throwing stones from 
the loop-holes of a glass-house. 

In meeting the Government's indictment, the electorate might 
further retort that, according to the tradition of British parlia- 
mentary poUtics, it was the Government’s duty, not to follow public 
opinion, but to lead it ; and they might go on to suggest that if in 
September or in October 1935, or even as late as January or February 
1936, the Government had asked the nation for a mandate to push 
the British implementation of British undertakings under the Cove- 
nant to a point at Avhich Signor Mussolini might have launched a 
militaiiy attack upon the British Empire, then the Government could 
have counted upon being able to command, for all eventualities, the 
loyal support of the public as well as that of the fighting services. In 
any case, it was manifestly open to question whether more than a 
small fraction of the population of the United Kingdom — a fraction 
which was principally, and honourably, represented by the so-called 
'Christian Pacifists’ — would ensue peace-at-any-price. And while 
it was impossible to foretell what considerations, if any, would induce 
the majority of the electorate to fight, the answer to this question 
was not obscure in the case of the 'Die-Hard’ back-bench supporters 
of the Government in the House of Commons whose voices were 
raised most loudly and insistently in May and June 1936 for the 
abandonment of the economic sanctions then in force against Italy, 
on the declared ground that now, at any rate, 'economic sanctions 
meant war ’ . The British anti-sanctionists of this school were certainly 
not averse — as their leader would appear to have been at this time, 
to judge by some of his utterances above-quoted — from going to war 
on any account in any circumstances. They made no secret of the 
fact that they would readily go to war, even against a formidable 
Great Power or coalition of Great Powers, for the purpose of defend- 
ing, by force of arms, the territorial integrity of the British Empire 
within its existing frontiers — ^not excluding the territories that were 
held by states members of the British Commonwealth under an 
international mandate. 

Noting the sincerity of this will to war for this purpose in these 
circles, a detached observer might marvel at the apparent blindness 
of these ardent British Imperialists. Did they not see that, for an 
Englishman whose first concern was to defend the territorial integrity 
of the British Empire, no less than for an Englishman whose first 
concern was to establish the reign of law and order in international 
relations, a system of collective security, such as that which was 
embodied in the Covenant of the League of Nations, was the most 
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favourable formation in which to fight for his war aim, and, indeed, 
perhaps the only formation in which his country would have any 
chance at all of fighting victoriously ? At the time in question this 
political and strategic truth had been reduced to the starkness of a 
truism, comprehensible to the dullest mind, thanks to the lucid and 
forcible expository activities, in speech and in print, of Sir Norman 
AngeU. Why did a British faction which cared so genuinely for the 
preservation of the British Empire, and which found itself, at this 
critical moment, possessed of a whip-hand over the Government, 
so wantonly abandon a collective system of security which, in all 
probability, was the British Empire’s first and last hne of defence — 
its veritable Thermopylae or Amba Alagi ? 

Perhaps this puzzle may be solved^ in the Light of the general truth 
that, in the determination of human action, Reason seldom succeeds 
in asserting itself against Passion and Prejudice. For the rank and 
file of the Government’s supporters of the ‘Die-Hard’ persuasion 
had allowed their hearts to be governed by an instinctive dislike for 
the League before they had given their heads an opportunity to 
consider {more Churchilliano) whether the League might not prove — 
perhaps incidentally, but none the less effectively — ^to be a valuable 
instrument for their own Imperial purposes. The attitude of these 
English ‘Die-Hards’ towards the League was, in fact, not unlike 
the attitude of the American ‘Die-Hards’ towards the policy of 
isolationism. Just as the American ‘Die-Hards’ were less powerfully 
moved by proofs that an American poHcy of totahtarian isolation 
would serve their own aims than by suspicions that it would inci- 
dentally benefit the League and Europe, ^ so the British 'Die-Hards’ 
were perhaps blinded, by their rebellion against the prospect of being 
called upon to face a risk of war for the sake of the League and 
Abyssinia, from paying heed to the truth — ^which nevertheless stared 
them in the face — ^that, in making this gran rifiido, they were throw- 
ing away, perhaps irretrievably, a golden opportunity, and (it might 
even be) a last chance, of taking up arms in defence of their beloved 
British Empire. This joint in the armour of some of the Government’s 
supporters in Parliament was laid bare by the Labour Opposition 
spokesman, Mr. Arthur Greenwood, in the following passage of invec- 
tive in his speech of the 18th June, 1936, in the House of Commons; 

There must be no place for this trembling, vacillatmg, cowardly 

Government, which is leading people backward instead of forward, and 

^ For a brilliant ray of light upon it see an article by Sir Norman Angell 
himself, under the title of ‘The New John Bull’, in The Political Quarterly, 
voL vu, No. 3, July-September 1936. ^ See p. 96, above. 
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we must have a Government that sincerely beheves m the possibility 
of an effective League of Nations, that is prepared to put that principle 
to the test — [Hon Members: 'How? By war ?'] — and a Government 
that is prepared to abandon what is the motive in the hearts of many 
Members opposite, the motive of imperialism and militarism, wliich 
ammates people who are prepared to fight for any cause but the League 
of Nations, and who treat with levity what has been the greatest 
adventure in the history of Manl^ind, the foundation of the League of 
Nations. The Government now bring it into contempt, but the League 
will flourish when these men’s names have been forgotten. 

The animus against the League of Nations, of which certain Con- 
servative Members of Parliament were thus accused by one of their 
political 0]iponents, was unmistakably displayed by certain retired 
members of the British diplomatic service who were of an age to have 
formed their own philosophy of international politics, and to have 
allowed it to set hard, before the birth of the League in the travail of 
the War of 1914-18. For example, a letter of the 18th May from 
Lord Rennell, w^hich was published in The Times of the 20th, con- 
cluded with the accusation that 

The enthusiasts of the League in its present form appear not infre- 
quently to be quite unfamiliar with its implications, anomalies, and 
lack of clarity, of which the actual situation as I see it seems to offer 
another example. 

In a similar vein, Sir F. 0. Lindley wrote to the editor of The 
Times, in a letter indited on the 10th June and published on the 
12th, that 

It would be lamentable were the Government to be terrorized into 
further follies by the militant wing of the League of Nations Union. 
There is no need to be afraid of those people, who, of all others, are the 
least fitted to direct the policy of this great Empire.^ 

Another explanation of the turn in the tide of British public 
opinion was offered to the writer of this Survey in advance by a 
German friend of his who was deeply versed in the mysteries of inter- 
national politics and intimately acquainted, at first hand, with 
England and the English, Finding himself in Berlin at the moment 
when the news of the Italian victory at Amba Aradam reached 

^ By contrast, however, Sir Malcolm Robertson opened a letter, written on 
the 13th May and published in The Times on the 16th, with the thesis that 
‘modem barbarism has triumphed over primitive savagery’, and closed it with 
the following peroration; 

‘The League must stand and, even at this late hour, exert its authority. 
Through no other agency can the grim spectre of another world war be con- 
jured. But Britain must arm. Quiverings of fiaocid obesity cannot command 
respect or ensure peace.’ 
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Eiirope, the writer took the opportunity of discussing the prospects 
with this German observer; and in that conversation, which took 
place before the end of February 1936, the German not oiily pro- 
phesied to the Englishman, more than two months in advance, that 
the war would end in the total defeat of Abyssinia and in her extinc- 
tion as an independent state ; he also prophesied — and this some tlirec 
months in advance — ^that, when this catastrophe duly occurred in 
the African theatre of war, the English forum of public opinion would 
see no repetition of the upheaval which, in the foregoing December, 
had resulted in the repudiation of the Laval-Hoare Peace Plan and 
in the resignation of Sir Samuel Hoare himself from the Secretary- 
ship-of-State for Foreign Affairs. 

In the German observer’s opinion, the Laval-Hoare Plan, abortive 
though it had been, had served to break, for the British public, the 
shock of being brought face to face with the realities of the inter- 
national situation , and on this account he expected that, when the 
fate which had been designed for Abyssinia in the Laval-Hoare Plan 
was eclipsed by a, fait accompli which was vastly more cruel and more 
tragic, the British public, instead of reacting wdth a correspondingly 
greater energy than they had displayed in December, would receive 
the news with an astonishing apathy. As the Grerman observer 
analysed the British people’s psychology, their subconscious desire 
was not to take effective action at the necessary cost, but to strike 
an attitude and to discharge an emotion. His thesis was that the 
Laval-Hoare Plan had aptly served the British public’s turn by 
enabling them to give their feelings a vent which was proportionate 
to the scope of these ‘Anglo-Saxon attitudes’; and that, when once 
this emotional catharsis had been achieved in British souls, the Italo- 
Abyssinian tragedy was virtually over in so far as it concerned the 
British spectators in the audience. Now that the British gesture had 
been duly made and the British emotion duly discharged, this action 
would not, and could not, be repeated.’ This German prophecy was 
fulfilled with such remarkable accuracy in regard to the external 
facts that the writer, for his part, finds it difficult to reject the pro- 
phet’s uncomplimentary essay in psycho-analysis. 

One other motive which contributed — as it seemed to the writer — 
to the collapse of the sanctions front in the United Eangdom, after 
the completion of the military defeat of Abyssinia at the bogiiming 
of May 1936, was the Englishman’s impulse, as ‘a practical man’, to 
act in the spirit of the English proverbs, ‘least said soonest mended’ 
and ‘it is no use crying over spilt milk’. To a foreign critic it might 
seem rather an extreme application of the second of these two pro- 
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verbs to put it into practice in a case where the out-poured liquid was, 
after aU, not really milk but blood — and that not even the English- 
man’s own. Nevertheless, this was, in fact, how the Englishman did 
react to the lethal shedding of Abyssinia’s blood in May 1936, When 
the Italian crime of violence was consummated, the fifty-one nations 
which had followed, during the past seven months, a British lead 
in the appheation of economic sanctions against the criminal, beheld 
the spectacle of John Bull striding, with hasty yet uneasy steps, 
round the corner of the street in which the victim of the accomplished 
atrocity now lay slain. Would the discomfited empiricist blench at 
the still more ghastly sights that were almost certainly lying in wait 
for him in the next street as soon as the corner was turned ? Or had 
his distress at the tragic culmination of the last act, and at his own 
sorry part in it, momentarily made his mind’s eye insensitive to any 
other impressions ? In that case this distracted English performer 
on the international stage of the year 1936 might be on the verge of 
running into dangem far graver than that peril of an imbroglio with 
Italy from which he had just extricated himself at the cost of leaving 
behind him, on the line of his precipitate retreat, the corpse of 
Abyssinia and the wreckage of the Covenant. 

The answer which these speculations were to receive from the 
course of History falls to be recorded in future volumes of this Survey, 
In the present place, we may now attempt to follow the tide of 
British feeling and opinion as it flowed in the months of May and 
June 1936 towards an abandonment of the sanctions then in force 
against Italy. 

As early as the 30th April, at a meeting of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Conservative Members of the House of Commons, 
the abandonment of the existing sanctions was advocated by Mr. 
Winston Churchill ; and both the speaker and his forum were signi- 
ficant, since Mr. Churchill had a keen political eye, while the body 
which he was addressing had proved the potency of their influence 
upon the counsels of the Cabinet by their intervention in the political 
crisis of December 1935 (on that occasion in opposition to the Laval- 
Hoare Plan). On the same day, at the annual assembly of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, a resolution urging 
the Government 'to uphold the policy of collective action against the 
declared aggressor, as an essential part of a system of collective 
security’, was not carried without some expression of dissent. On 
the 1st May, at a meeting of the Manchester University Peace Council, 
an intensification of the existing sanctions was demanded by Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone ; and on the 5th May a deputation from the League 
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of Nations Union, pleading for vigorous action in tlie cause of the 
League, was received by Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Eden The two Minis- 
ters told their visitors, however, at this interview, that the Govern- 
ment would have to take stock of the position of the League in the 
light of the apparent failure of collective action in the Italo- Abyssinian 
dispute and aheady on the 2nd May Mr. Eden, addressing his con- 
stituents in the hitherto sheltered English town of Leamington, had 
referred to the tragedy which was being acted on that day in Ethiopia^ 
in the following terms : 

Many of you to-mght, like myself, have your thoughts in Africa I 
have only one observation to make about the events of the last seven 
months in connexion with that dispute. We had an obligation, a signed 
Covenant obhgation, to play a part. We have sought to play that part 
to the fuU, and, so far as we have done this, we have nothing to reproach 
ourselves with, nothing to apologize for. 

How far the Government of the United Kingdom would, in fact, be 
warranted in claiming to have played their part in full was, of course, 
a highly controversial question ; and this question was hotly debated 
in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 6th May. The 
Labour Opposition's attack on the Government's handling of the 
whole Italo-Abyssinian affair was opened by Dr. Dalton; and al- 
though the Opposition spokesman pressed his criticisms home with 
a vehemence that evoked a certain sympathy for Mr Eden, at the 
same time he presented a case which was not demolished by the 
Foreign Secretary's reply. Indeed, Mr. Eden frankly admitted on 
this occasion that ‘without doubt, a blow' had ‘been struck at the 
structure of the League and the conception of collective security'. 

Even before this, on the 4th May, a correspondent in London^ was 
cabling to The New York Times that His Majesty’s Government in 
the United Kingdom ‘would be embarrassed greatly if Paris’ (where 
a Government of the Left was now in prospect owing to a victory of 
the Front Populaire in a general election) ‘should now suddenly be 
discovered to have enthusiasm for repressive measures against Italy 
. . . London fears an outbreak of tardy enthusiasm for sanctions in 
Paris This was the unpromising frame of mind in Downing Street 

^ The Treasurer and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the League of 
Nations Union, Lord Queenborough, had resigned on the 28th April, on the 
grormd that he found himself unable any longer to regard the Ijcague of 
Nations as an effective mstrument of peace. 

^ At midnight on the lst~2nd May the Emperor and his family had left 
Addis Ababa on their way to Djibouti. Looting and pillage had broken out 
in the city as soon as their departure became known. See p, 400, above. 

® ‘Augur’. 

^ The New York Times, 6th May, 1936. 
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with which the loyal supporters of the Covenant in Great Britain 
now had to contend; and against this shingle-beach the waves of 
public indignation this time broke in vain. 

In a statement issued on the 5th May the National Council of 
Labour declared that 

It is more than ever the duty of all loyal members of the League to 
maintain and intensify the measures adopted against Fascist Italy until 
the authority of the League is vindicated. 

In a resolution adopted on the same date the Executive Committee 
of the National Liberal Federation implored the Government to 
reflect, before it was too late, 

upon the awful consequences that have resulted, and may still result, 
from the pohey of timorous inaction and half-heartodnoss which it has 
pursued. 

On the same date, again, Sir Alfred Zimmern declared to an audience 
convened by the Manchester University League of Nations Society 
that Ve found ourselves to-day in a most humiliating — ^lie might 
almost say a shameful — position’ ; and that ‘it was not the League 
of Nations that had failed, it was ourselves’. On the 5th May, like- 
wise, Professor Gilbert Murray, addressing a meeting at University 
College, London, urged that ‘sanctions against Italy should continue 
to the end’ ; and on the same day, too, Lord Cecil expressed to the 
political correspondent of The Manchester Guardian the opinion^ that 
the sanctions against Italy ought to be, not relaxed, but increased. 
On the Gth May, however, it was reported^ that ‘a period of stock- 
taking’ was now definitely the mot d'ordre in Governmental circles; 
and on that date Sir Samuel Hoare, addressing the Unionist Can- 
vassing Corps at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, on the subject of 
‘Imperial Defence’, suggested that ‘the time had come when the 
British Government might make it quite clear to the world what 
questions they regarded as vital, for which they were certainly pre- 
pared to fight’. In this category the former Foreign Secretary and 
future Fh‘st Lord of the Admiralty named the integrity of the Low 
Countries and (more tentatively) British interests in the Par East. 

As to other disputes, he would certainly not tie the hands of Groat 
Britain for the future ; they should judge a situation when it arose. It 
would be both futile and fatal if they made specific commitments upon 
issues that wore not vital Imperial issues, and then, when the occasion 
arose for those commitments to be implemented, British public opinion 
was definitely opposed to them. 


^ See The Manchester GvmdAanj 6th May, 19^6. 
^ Ibid,, 7th May, 193G. 
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Manifestly this was the sketch of a British foreign pohcy which 
could only be reconciled with British obligations under the Covenant 
if the League were 'reformed’ out of all recognition. 

On the 8th May some ten thousand people attended a meeting, 
organized by the League of Nations Union, at which the continuance 
of collective action against Italy, and in particular the maintenance 
of sanctions, was advocated by a number of distinguished speakers, 
including Lord Cecil, Mr. Attlee, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Miss Rath- 
bone and Lord Lytton.^ On the same evening, on the other hand, 
Mr. Churchill returned to the charge in an address to his constituents 
at Chingford in which he did not spare the rod in castigating both the 
Government and their opponents. While, in trjring to support the 
Government, he found it 'very difficult to keep in step with all their 
zigzags’, he was at the same time 'not prepared to support sanctions 
against Italy merely for the purpose of injuring or weakening the 
Italian people’. 

On the 9th May Lord Hugh Cecil — an ever chivakous defender of 
desperate causes — addressed to the Editor of The Times a letter 
(published on the 11th) in which he laid down the two propositions 
that 'there cannot be on the part of this country, for some time to 
come, any attitude of friendliness towards Italy’, and that 'Stresa 
has been washed away by Abyssinian blood’. In a letter published 
on the same day in The Birmingham Post, Sir Austen Chamberlain 
declared — or rather, reiterated — ^his behef that the independence of 
Abyssinia could not 'now be restored by anything short of a war, the 
end of which no man can foresee’. And, in a letter written that day 
and pubhshed in The Times on the 13th, Mr. Churchill banteringly 
took Lord Hugh Cecil to task for striking an attitude which, if 
followed out to its logical conclusions, would involve him perforce 
(so Mr, Churchill sought to demonstrate) in hostihty towards no less 
than five Great Powers ! 

On the 27th May, at the opening of the Upper House of Convoca- 
tion of Canterbury, a reference to the international situation of the 
moment was made, in the course of his speech, by the Primate of All 
England, Dr. Lang; " 

We have witnessed a great wrong committed by a European Power 
agamst an almost defenceless African people which the xmited judgment 
and efforts, of the League of Nations have been proved powerless to 
prevent. We are suffering that most bitter of ^ hxxmiliations, the 
humihation of impotence. . . . Are those members of the League who are 
professedly loyal to its covenants ready to follow all the implications of 
^ Extracts from some of these speeches are printed in Bathbone. op. 

pp. 76-8. ^ sf * 
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their coinmitmcnts ? In the present dispute, military sanctions or even 
the possibility of them were ruled out, but it has been shown that, 
without them, economic sanctions are insufficient. 

In a letter published on the same day in The M€i 7 ichester Guardian 
a Liberal Member of Parliament, Mr. Greoffrey Mander, was still 
rebelling against that impotence to which the Archbishop now 
seemed inclined sorrowfully to resign himself. 

I suggest that the Foreign Secretary should go to Geneva and at the 
Council meotmg on the 15th June be prepared to give a courageous lead 
in favour of the immediate intensification of sanctions to any degree 
that may seem necessary and desirable to force Italy to accept a settle- 
ment in accordance with League principles This should include all or 
any of the following: Withdrawal of ambassadors, refusal of League 
ports to Italian shipping, and no League shippmg to enter Italian ports, 
severing communications between Italy and Africa. 

Matters having drifted so far, these proposals imdoubtedly mvolve 
the risk of military action. I believe that the British public are prepared 
to face this if it is made clear that the issue involved is nothing less than 
the maintenance of world peace — ^the liighest of British interests — ^and 
that, if this minor risk is not now faced, the certainty of a world war in 
the comparatively near future will be immeasurably increased. 

The League has not failed ; it has not been tried. Let us now try it 
out to the full. 

Mr. Mander s line was promptly challenged by a Pacifist ex-Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Lord Ponsonby, in a letter 
written on the 29th May and published in The Manchester Guardian 
on the 1st June: 

I am surprised and somewhat shocked to find a prominent Liberal and 
close student of forei^ affairs such as Mr. Mander advocating ... ‘an 

immediate intensification of sanctions ’ against Italy This is private- 

school-debatmg-society diplomacy. When Mr. Mander says that ‘the 
British public are prepared to face' war with Italy, I cannot help 
wondering with what section of the British public he associates. 

Nevertheless, the policy of ‘maintaining or increasing pressure 
upon Italy until she is willing to agree to terms approved by the 
League of Nations’ was again advocated in a statement published 
on the 3rd June by the National Executive of the Council of Action 
for Peace and Reconstruction under Mr. David Lloyd George’s 
chairmanship. 

Without a strong lead of this nature, British prestige and leadership 
of the League, which we voluntarily assumed last autumn, will continue 
to be an object of contempt and derision. The interests of the British 
Commonwealth, as General Smuts has pointed out, can only be safe- 
guarded through the firm collective responsibility of the League of 
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Nations. The Covenant of the League in the present situation has been 
avoided rather than applied. This final opportunity means for Great 
Britam the choice between complete resignation of world leadership or 
its resumption once more in a determined attempt to rally the anxious 
and disturbed peoples of the Continent and of its own Bmpirc behind the 
authority of the League, and through a strengthened League to pro(*urc 
world peace and disarmament. 

On the other hand, on the 4th June, The Times published a letter 
from the authoritative pen of Sir John Fischer Williams in which 
this distinguished international lawyer took up a point — already 
made in Lord Rennell’s letter of the 18th May-*^ — to the effect that 
the sanctions of Article 16 were 'not punitive measures — that is, not 
measures intended, by making an example of the wrongdoer, to 
prevent other similar actions, or measures of revenge, or measures 
to reform the character of the transgressor \ Sir John Fischer 
Wilhams’s conclusion was that 

if sanctions fail to achieve their object, the failure does not in itself 
justify any censure on the Powers who took action, nor does it supply 
a reason for the contmuance of the action,^ 

On the 4th June The Times published a leading article which 
opened with a reference to the last bout of correspondence in its 
columns on the international issue, and which contained a hint of 
the direction in which the Editor’s own mind was moving in the 
pregnant sentence that ' "sanctions ” [^ic, in inverted commas] cannot 
in the nature of things be permanent’. Yet the champions of the 
policy of persisting with the sanctions against Italy were not yet 
driven oft the field. 

In a letter written on the 2nd June, and published in The Manchester 
Guardian on the 5th, Mr. F. Seymour Cocks took Lord Ponsonby 
to task for 

unwittingly supporting, not indeed ‘private-school-debating-society 
diplomacy’, but power politics of a peculiarly obnoxious kind. For in 
actual practice his pohey would mean a reconciliation with the Italian 
dictatorship and the renewal of the Stresa Front. 

On the 6th June at Bournemouth, at a conference of the National 
Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives, a resolution calling upon the 
Government to continue, and if necessary extend, the sanctions 
against Italy was adopted by an overwhelming majority of the 
delegates. 

^ For the general tenor of that letter see p, 453, above. 

* A further letter on the point from Sir John Fischer Williams was pub- 
lished in The Times on the 10th June. 
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In a letter published in The Times on the 8th June Professor 
R. B. Mowat pleaded for a friendly settlement with Grennany as a 
necessary preliminary step towards an effective application of the 
Covenant against Italy, 

Meanwhile, the President of the League of Nations Union, Lord 
Cecil of Chelwood, had been calhng up all his reserves and flinging 
them into the battle. On the 27th May he had addressed the follow- 
ing letter to the secretaries of aU branches of the Union, with a request 
that his message should be brought to the notice of members. 

URGENT AND IMPORTANT. 27tli May, 1936. 

My dear Secretary, — ^This is perhaps the most serious and urgent 
oommimication that I, as President of the Union, have ever addressed 
to its members 

Italy has, so far, been successful in the flghting. But peace still 
has to be made The obhgation to preserve Abyssinian independence 
imposed by Article 10 on all members of the League remains. It is 
vitally necessary to the authority of the League and the honour of our 
coiuitry that we should do our utmost to secure the discharge of that 
obhgation 

The least wo should insist upon is that the terms of peace should be 
approved by the League Council. Until Italy agrees to that, sanctions 
should be maintained and, if need be, increased. It is not part of our 
duty to prescribe in detail the measures needed. That is for the respon- 
sible Governments to say. But, since our honour and the future of our 
civilization is involved, we have a right to demand that our Government 
should openly declare its conviction that the Covenants of the League 
must be carried out, and its judgment as to the measures required to 
protect those Covenants. In that way only can faith in the League and 
collective security be revived and the present trend towards a major war 
in Europe be reversed. 

At present the issue hangs in the balance. The League of Nations may 
be saved by the League of Nations Union if its members will once again 
make the effort necessary for that purpose. 

Will you then, first of aU, bring this letter immediately to the notice 
of as many as possible of the members of your branch ? 

Will you and they write or telegraph to your Member of Parliament, 
to the Prime Minister, and to the Foreign Secretary ? 

Will you call public meetings, pass resolutions, and send them to the 
same three persons ? 

Will as many of you as possible write letters to your local newspaper 
or newspapers ? 

Yours very truly, 

CECIL. 

In reply to a leading article in The Times of the 8th June, in which 
this circular letter was commented upon in terms of measured but 
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unmistakable disapproval, Lord Cecil addressed to the Editor a loiter 
which was published on the 10th June: 

The members of the Union feci, as I do, that the chance of any fruitful 
reform of the League may well be destroyed if it has to be undertaken 
under the shadow of a complete failure by the League to discharge its 
obligations to one of its members. ... It is said by some people that the 
mischief is now done and our obligations are therefore at an end. I 
cannot think that this is so even under Article 16. It seems a preposter- 
ous interpretation of our duty to say that as soon as aggression is more 
or less successful the victim can look for no further assistance. . . . Wo 
are urged — ^not by The Times, but by others — ^to submit to international 
outrage because we are afraid to resist This is in substance the policy 
of Ethelred the Unready. It is a policy which has never succeeded. We 
acted upon it in the Ear East with disastrous results. If we act upon 
it now, the consequences will be far worse. 

On the 11th June The Times published a letter written on the 8th 
by Professor Sir Alfred Zimmern, supporting Lord Cecil against The 
Times’ editorial criticisms and bringing the whole international situa- 
tion into a sharp focus. 

The real alternatives for us are ... in effect: (1) the abandonment of 
the League system, with aU that this would imply over the whole field 
of international and inter-Commonwealth relations, and (2) to continue 
sanctions, in association with the new French Government, and at long 
last to educate the country (as the League of Nations Union is certainly 
open to criticism for not having done in sufficient measure) as to what the 
League system really means. Both alternatives involve the risk of a 
general war. My own view, confirmed by a recent visit to the Continent, 
is that the risk is distinctly less in the second case than in the first. But 
there is no use in denying its existence. We are living under the shadow 
of war — of a war which, if and when it breaks out, will not leave us on 
one side, however much we may crouch to avoid it. 

The champions, in Great Britain, of the principle of collective 
security were now making their supreme effort ; but this was already 
a forlorn hope ; for, during the twenty-four hours that had elapsed 
between the publication, in The Times, of Lord Cecil’s letter and that 
of Sir Alfred Zimmern’s, Mr. Baldwin’s policy had been enunciated for 
him by an indiscretion on the part of his Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Neville Chamberlain. The deed was done at a dinner given 
in Mr. Chamberlain’s honour by the Nineteen-Himdred Club on the 
evening of the 10th June ; and whether the indiscretion was corporate 
or individual, premeditated or improvised on the spur of the moment, 
it was unmistakably decisive. 

On this festive occasion the way was prepared for Mr. Chamberlain 
in the following passage of a speech in which his health was proposed 
by Sir Robert Home. 
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It may not [said Sir Robert] be for a person like me to express myself 
on the situation here, but forgive me if I foolishly blurt out an opinion 
in my own mind — namely, that I should be delighted to see the end of 
sanctions. When there is a corpse in your midst it is better to bury it. 
(Cheers.) Another thing 1 wish to say is that I would like to see the 
Fleet brought home from the eastern end of the Mediterranean. I have 
no doubt at all that it has played a great part in these waters. It may 
even have averted a European war Now it only remains a manifesta- 
tion of our failure in our main purpose. 

In replying to the toast, Mr. Chamberlain took full advantage of 
the opening which Sir Robert Horne had thus offered him. After 
suggesting to his audience that the prospects of material prosperity 
at home were bounded only by the anxieties that were looming up 
over the foreign horizon, he declared in particular that 'the Italian 
affair in Abyssinia had resulted in a grievous estrangement between 
two countries with a long and unbroken record of friendship behind 
them’. Turning next to the policy of collective security, he submitted 
that 

the circumstances in which the dispute between Italy and Abyssinia 
began appeared to offer an opportunity for the exercise of that policy 
which could hardly be more favourable for its success. The aggression 
was patent and flagrant, and there was hardly any country to which it 
appeared that a policy of sanctions could be exercised with a greater 
chance of success than upon Italy. There is no use for us to shut 
our eyes to realities, . . . That policy has been tried out and it has 
failed to prevent war, failed to stop war, failed to save the victim of 
aggression. 

This judgment led up to the crucial passage of a political speech 
which was possibly destined to be remembered as an utterance of 
historic importance : 

I want to put to you one or two conclusions which seem to me may 
fairly be drawn. There are some people who do not desire to draw any 
conclusions at all. I see, for instance, the other day that the president 
of the League of Nations Union issued a circular to its members in which 
he said that the issue hung in the balance and urged them to commence a 
campaign of pressure upon members of Parliament and members of the 
Government with the idea that if we were to pursue the pohoy of sanc- 
tions, and even to intensify it, it was stiU possible to preserve the inde- 
pendence of Abyssinia. 

That seems to me the very midsummer of madness. If we were to 
pursue it, it would only lead to further noisfortunes which would divert 
our minds as practical men from seeking other and better solutions. 
There is no reason why, because the poUcy of collective security in the 
circumstances in which it was tried has failed, we should -^erefore 
abandon the idea of the League and give up the ideals for which the 
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League stands. But if we have retained any vestige of common st^use, 
surely we must admit that we have tried to impose upon the League a 
task which it was beyond its powers to fulfil. 

That, then, is the first conclusion which, as it seems to me, is to be 
drawn from what has happened. Surely it is time that the nations who 
compose the League should review the situation and should deoich^ so 
to limit the functions of the League in future that they may accord with 
its real powers. H that pohey were to be pursued and were to be 
courageously carried out, I beHcve that it might go far to restore tlie 
prestige of the League and the moral influence winch it ought to exert 
in the World But, if the League be limited in that sort of way, it must 
be admitted that it could no longer be relied upon by itself to secure the 
peace of the World. 

That leads me to the second conclusion which I wish to suggest to 
your TninHfi Jg it not apparent that the poHcy of sanctions involves — I 
do not say war, but a risk of war ? Is it not apparent that that risk must 
increase m proportion to the effectiveness of the sanctions and also by 
reason of the incompleteness of the League ? Is it not also apparent 
from what has happened that, in the presence of such a risk, nations 
cannot be relied upon to proceed to the last extremity of war unless their 
vital interests are threatened ? 

That being so, does it not suggest that it might be wise to explore the 
possibihties of localizing the danger spots of the World and trying to 
find a more practical method of securing peace by means of regional 
arrangements which could be approved by the League, but which 
should be guaranteed only by those nations whose interests were vitally 
connected with those danger zones ? I put these to you merely as 
provisional conclusions. 

This speech of Mr. NeviUe Chamberlain’s on the 10th June, 1936 — 
breaking, as it did, a silence on the subject of future British foreign 
policy which had been maintained by the members of the Cabinet of 
the United Kingdom ever since the military collapse of Abyssinia 
six weeks back — ^was as imexpected as it was effective ; and it may 
therefore be useful to try to trace its antecedents before attempting 
to record its consequences. 

Until Sir Robert Home’s declaration at the dinner-table a few 
moments before Mr. Chamberlain rose to his feet, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer’s expose of poKcy had not been led up to by any of 
the public statements that had been faUing from the mouths of his 
colleagues. 

On the 13th May, for example, in the House of Commons, in 
answer to the question 

if it was still the policy of the Government not to apply any sanctions 
against Italy which would be likely to provoke a resistance based on the 
use of force ; and whether this attitude had been communicated to other 
members of the League of Nations,' 
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Mr. Baldwin had replied : 

His Majesty’s Government have repeatedly stated that they are pre- 
pared to consider, together with their fellow members of the League, 
any measures of an economic or financial nature on which there is 
general agreement at Geneva in connexion with the Italo-Ethiopian 
dispute. This position is unchanged. 

Again, in the same place on the 20th May, in answer to a question 

whether he would propose the maintenance of pressure till the aggressor 
was obliged to conclude a peace in accordance with the principles of 
the Covenant. 

Mr. Eden had replied : 

The attitude of His Majesty’s Government is determined by the terms 
of the resolution passed by the Council of the League of Nations on the 
12th May,^ when it was decided that discussions should be resumed on 
the 15th June and that in the meantime there was no cause for modify- 
ing the measures previously adopted in collaboration by the members of 
the League, 

And though, in a colloquy in the House of Commons with Mr. 
Henderson on the 25th May, Mr. Eden took the line that the inter- 
pretation which had been placed upon Article 16 of the Covenant in 
the collective note to Germany that had been initialed at Locarno 
on the 16th October, 1925, did not oblige the British Government to 
take military action in the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, in the absence 
of a speciflc recommendation from the League Council for military 
action in this case, there was no hint, either in this or in either of the 
two previous ministerial replies above quoted, of any intention on 
the British Government’s part to abandon the non-military sanctions 
that were already in force. 

On the other hand, there were already certain indications, before 
the end of May, of Anglo-Italian consultations behind the scenes 
which might have been started on Italian irutiative but which would 
appear to have found at any rate a ready response on the British side. 

In an interview granted on the 24th May to a representative of the 
Parisian newspaper UIntransigeanty Signor Mussolini was reported 
to have said : 

I demand nothing from England, and I am ready to give her all 
possible assurances.^ 

A message from Signor Mussolini to the same effect appears to have 
been conveyed to Mr. Eden by Signor Grandi in the course of a con- 
versation in London on the 28th May; and in this context Signor 

^»See p. 484, below — ^A. J. T. 

* L^lntranaigeani, 25tb May, 1936. 
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Grandi was reported to have expressed the hope that, at the forth- 
coming meeting of the League Council in Junc,^ the lead in moving 
for the abandonment of sanctions would be taken by the United 
Kingdom. A report on this conversation was made by Mr. Eden to 
the Cabinet in Downing Street on the 29th May ; and in Home, on the 
same evening, there was an interview between Signor Suvich and Sir 
Eric Drummond, which was followed up by another on the 1st June 
From Eome it was reported that Signor Mussolini's aim was, by a 
timely conciliatoriness on his part, to incline the scales in favour of 
the anti-sanctionist party in Great Britain in the now almost evenly 
balanced struggle between the opponents and the advocates of sanc- 
tions in that country. From London it was reported that, in the 
British Governments view, Signor Mussolini’s latest assurances to 
Great Britain were sincere and trustworthy. By the 3rd J une, a ' new 
deal’ between the British and Italian Governments for a reconstruc- 
tion of the Stresa Front in face of Germany was being prophesied in 
the press.^ In London on the 3rd June, Mr. Eden received Signor 
Grandi once again ; and the brief call which Mr. Eden paid on the 
Emperor Haile Selassie at the Ethiopian Legation in London on the 
5th June was perhaps more than offset by the reinclusion of Sir 
Samuel Hoare in the Cabinet of the United Kingdom on the same 
day — ^not, it is true, in the office which he had yielded in December 
1935 to Mr. Eden, but as First Lord of the Admiralty: a post winch 
was not only eminent in itself but was also concerned — more intim- 
ately than any other Cabinet office except the Foreign Secretaryship 
itself — ^with the shaping of Anglo-Italian relations. These were the 
obscure roots from which a new departure in British foreign policy 
flowered on the 10th June upon the jmsealed lips of Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain. 

On the 11th June in the House of Commons, Mr. Baldwin parried 
a shower of questions regarding the relation between the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’s utterance and the Government’s policy:^ 

Mr. Attlee (Limehouse, Lab.), asked the Prime Minister whether, in 

the speech delivered yesterday by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 

^ See pp. 486-7, below. 

® See, for example, The News -Chronicle of the 3rd June, 1936, and a tele- 
phone message, pubhehed in Le Temfs of the 4th June, from its special 
correspondent in Rome. 

® It was alleged by critics of the Grovernment that !Mr. Chamberlain's 
declarations m the matter of foreign policy on the 10th June had been agreed 
upon in advance by the Cabmet at a Cabinet meeting, held at an earlier hour 
on that very day, in which there had been a consensus of opinions (including 
Mr. Eden’s voice) that the sanctions in force against Italy ought now to be 
abandoned (see The Manchester Chmrdicm, 17th June, 1986). 
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reference to the League of Nations and to the question of sanctions 
represented the policy of His Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. Baldwin — ^My right hon friend informs me that the suggestions 
put forward by him last night were definitely stated by him to be 
provisional reflections on the experience gained by the Italo-Abyssmian 
dispute which had occurred to him personally. 

Mr. Attlee — Is it not a matter of grave embarrassment to the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Afl:‘airs if a very responsible Minister thinks 
aloud and allows these thoughts to be made public ? 

Mr Baldwin — I do not think so. This is the first question I have 
been asked about any speech made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who was addressing a very exclusive and pohtically educated audience. 
(Laughter) It seems to mo, from the hasty perusal I have made of the 
rather truncated report, that he posited a number of questions which, I 
thought, were worth consideration. (Hear, hear ) 

Mr. Attlee. — Is it not much more than positing questions ? He said 
very clearly what was his opinion. It is the tradition and the constitu- 
tional practice that, in matters of this kind. Ministers should not make 
statements in which they are voicing their private opinions. They 
should give the collective views of the Cabinet ; and, in matters of foreign 
affairs, particularly, Ministers should not commit those indiscretions. 

Sir A. Smclair (Caithness and Sutherland, L ). — ^Will the Prime Minis- 
ter give us an assurance that this incursion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer into the domain of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
was unauthorized, and that the policy of the Government remains one 
of fidelity to our obligations under the Covenant — a policy which the 
right hon gentleman characterized last night as ‘ midsummer madness * ? 
(Cheers and loud cries of ‘Answer!’) 

Mr. Baldwin. — I make no complaint, myself, of what my right hon. 
friend has said, (Laughter ) 

Mr. Churchill (Epping, U.). — Having regard to the many countries 
which endeavour to incline their foreign policy in accordance with that 
of Great Britain, would the Prime Minister not consider the urgency of 
a Government statement, stating quite clearly where His Majesty’s 
Government stand collectively, and will he give some information as to 
when that statement will be made ? 

Mr. Baldwin. — ^My right hon. friend and the whole House knows how 
important it is that such a policy should be framed as soon as possible. 
We are at present considering very difficult questions that have been 
raised by the situation on the Continent, and there will, of course, be an 
opportunity in due course for another debate on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Attlee. — ^This is not a matter that can be taken lightly. Will the 
right hon. gentleman answer the specific question as to whether the 
definite opinion put out by the Chancellor of the Exchequer represents 
the present policy of His Majesty’s Government ? (Cries of ‘Answer!’) 

Mr. Baldwin. — I do not think that I can go further than the answer 
I have given. The Chancellor of the Exchequer has explained to me 
qioite frankly that they were provisional reflections on the experience 
gained which occurred to him personally. 

Mr, Attlee.— Does that reply mean that these do. not represent the 
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considered view of the Government? Answer ‘Aye’ or ‘No to that 
question* (Cheers.) 

Mr. Baldwin. — ^No conclusions on this matter have yet been reached. 
(Laughter.) 

On the same day, Mr. Chamberlain’s speech was lauded in the 
Italian press for its ‘almost brutal frankness’; and in Paris, in a 
leading article published on the 12th, Le Temjps remarked: 

Here is a language that is singularly novel in the mouth of one of the 
principal British Ministers — a language which bears witness to a pro- 
found evolution of the foreign policy of the United Kingdom, and which 
imphes the formal condemnation of the mamtenance of sanctions 

On the 13th June in London, The Times, in a leading article 
entitled ‘“Sanctions” [sic\ in Perspective’, submitted that, while 
‘Mr. Chamberlain’s address to a small political gathering was not a 
state paper and was not intended as such,’ nevertheless 

The passing flurry which his speech [had] provoked [had] served to 
show again how overmuch concentration upon the fate of the present 
‘sanctions’ policy must impair a balanced view, abroad as well as at 
home, of British aims and interests at this moment. The right rein- 
forcement, positive as well as negative, of the structure of peace, in the 
light of an international failure to apply the preventive machinery of 
the Covenant, will require much harder thinking. It involves, but 
overshadows, the question of how and when the Powers concerned may 
decide to bring to an end their attempt to counter aggression by 
measures of passive economic resistance. 

This passage reads like some bulletin issued by a fashionable doctor 
to break to the pubUc the news of the imminent demise of a patient 
whose death will be officially an occasion for mourning. There was, 
however, at least one country in which the mourning was genuine, 
and that was South Africa. Ih that weak and anxious African state, 
Mr. Chamberlain’s speech had ‘a bad press’ ; and on the 12th June 
in the House of Assembly at Capetown the Prime Minister of the 
Union, General Hertzog, in replying to parliamentary questions 
evoked by the words of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the 
United I^gdom, declared that the Union Government had no 
intention, in the matter of sanctions, of reconsidering their declared 
policy of supporting their application against Italy. 

In the House of Commons at Westminster on the 15th June, in 
answer to four parliamentary questions, Mr. Eden promised an early 
debate on foreign policy, in which he himself would ‘be prepared to 
state the views of His Majesty’s Government as to the action which 
is to be taken ooUeotively at the meetings of the Council and the 
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Assembty of the League of Nations, which are to be held on the 26th 
and 30th June respectively'. The debate was duly held on the 18th 
June ; and, after Mr, Eden had announced — in words already quoted 
above^ — the Cabinet's decision^ to recommend at Geneva that the 
sanctions in force against Italy should be abandoned, the Govern- 
ment were conspicuously worsted in a war of words in which the most 
potently winged shafts issued, in a marvellously sustained succession 
of telling shots, from the eloquent mouth of Mr. Lloyd George.^ Yet 
mere words, however eloquent, were of no more effect against voting- 
power at Westminster than they had been against bomb-power and 
poison-spray-power on the African scene of action. When the debate 
was resumed on the 23rd June, it was apparent that the force of the 
indignation and dismay that had been evoked by the announcement 
of the Government's decision was already half-spent; and, in the 
division on the Labour Opposition’s vote of censure, to which the 
debate was carried, the outvoting of 170 "ayes' by 384 ‘noes’ was a 
foregone conclusion. 

The tardy official announcement of the United Kingdom Govern- 
ment’s intention to recommend at Geneva that the sanctions hitherto 
in force against Italy should be abandoned produced an immediate 
crop of momentous reactions in other countries. 

One of the most prompt of these reactions was that which followed 
in France ; and this was certainly the most important of them, since 
France was a state member of the League whose influence on its 
counsels was as potent as that of Great Britain herself. The unwill- 
ingness of the French Government to offend Signor Mussolini, or even 

^ See p. 445. 

“ Officially, this decision appears to have been taken as recently as the 17th, 
which was the eve of the debate. It was credibly reported, however (see foot- 
note 3 on p. 406, above), that the decision had really been taken seven days 
earlier, on the 10th, a few hours before the delivery of Mr. Chamberlain’s 
speech. 

* Mr. Lloyd George must have felt some chagrin upon learning, too late, 
that he had overlooked one of the most keenly barbed arrows that Chance had 
placed in his quiver — a weapon with which the Welsh parliamentary archer 
might have made marvellous play. It was left for a South African newspaper, 
The Gafe Argus^ on the 19th June, to draw attention to the strange coincidence 
that the debate in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 18th June, 
1936, had taken place on the 120th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo ,• and 
in England the first adversary of the Government to make use of this discovery 
was Mr, Attlee in moving his vote of censure in the House of Commons on the 
23rd June. Picking up the point in the course of the same debate, Mr. Cocks 
compared the conduct of the British Government of the day to that of Jos 
Sedley on the original Waterloo Day in Thackeray’s Vanity Fair. Mr. Cooks 
also pointed out a second coincidence: the immediately preceding anniversary 
of Waterloo had been celebrated by the signature of the Anglo-German naval 
agreement (see the Survey for 1985 ^ vol. i, pp. 178 Beqg). 
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to embarrass him in the pursuit of his African adventure, had been 
the most conspicuous cause of the failure of the League to prevent 
the military conquest of Abyssinia by Italian arms. During the six 
weeks, however, which had elapsed between the break-down of Abys- 
sinian mihtary resistance at the turn of April and May and Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain’s declaration of policy in London on the 10th 
June, the political situation in France had changed in two important 
respects. In the first place, a Government of the Left, under the 
presidency of a Socialist Prime Minister, Monsieur Leon Blum, had 
assumed office as the result of a victory of the Front Populaire in a 
general election which had been fought by all the component parties 
on an anti-Fascist platform. In the second place, French opinion of 
almost all shades had been upset and alienated by Signor Mussolini’s 
annexation decree of the 9th May.^ 

As soon as this news became Imown in Paris, it was promptly 
announced (and this at a moment when Monsieur Flandin’s Ministry 
was stiU in office) that ^the French Government had warned the 
Italian Government that they made every reservation about such 
a proceeding’ ; and it became apparent that this Italian legislative 
gesture had given a greater shock to French public opinion than the 
occupation of Addis Ababa or the use of poison gas or the opening of 
hostilities by the invasion of Abyssinia on the 3rd October, 1935. 
To an English observer, who had been constrained to look on for 
month after month, with ever rising indignation, while French diplo- 
macy — as it appeared to English eyes — never wearied in its ejfiorts 
to ensure the triumph of the Italian aggressor, it was surprising, and 
almost ludicrous, to see the French smitten at last with a touch of 
the Englishman’s own feelings as the result of an Italian gesture 
which was little more than an advertisement of 3 ifait accompli for the 
accomplishment of which the French Government and the French 
press appeared to have been working with all their might until tlio 
last. If, instead of declaring the annexation of Abyssinia, Signor 
Mussolini had been content to assume a protectorate, or had i)oen 
so sly as to request the League of Nations, in deferential langiiago, 
to confer a mandate on the Italian apostles of Civilization, would 
French opinion have acquiesced without a twinge and perhaps oven 
have pronounced, with a sigh of relief, that the generous and indomit- 
able French endeavours to achieve a settlement by conciliation had 
at last been crowned with success ? The answer to this question can 
only be a matter of conjecture, since Signor Mussolini did not care to 
gain his ends by face-saving compromises ; but it seems probable that 

^ See p. 359, above. 
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the French would have resigned themselves at this point to the 
annexation of Abyssinia by Italy de facto, if only the head of the 
Italian state had not insisted upon calling the act by its true 
name. 

The tactless frankness with which Signor Mussolini preferred to 
act produced a considerable revulsion of French opinion in a sense 
unfavourable to Italy ; and in these circumstances a hope sprang up, 
in sanctionist circles in Great Britain, that a change in French foreign 
policy — a change which might be as important as it would be belated 
— might emerge from a consultation which had taken place in Pans 
on the 9th May between Monsieur Blum, who was at that time already 
tlie prospective Prime Minister of France, and Mr. Attlee, the leader 
of the Labour Opposition in the Parliament of the United Kingdom. 
In spite of these expectations, it may no doubt be questioned whether 
the leader of the French Socialist Party, once in office, would have 
been willing in any case to go to appreciably greater lengths in 
coercing Italy than MM. Paul-Boncour and Flandin and Laval — even 
if Mr. Baldwin’s Government in Great Britain had now come out in 
favour of maintaining the sanctions against Italy and intensifying 
them. It is, however, certain that the British Government’s actual 
decision not to maintain or intensify the sanctions, but to abandon 
them, was the determining factor in moving Monsieur Blum and his 
colleagues to take the same line — ^^vhich was in fact what the French 
Government did. As early as the 19th June (that is, on the morrow 
of Mr. Eden’s announcement in the House of Commons at West- 
minster) the new Government which had taken office on the 4th 
June in France under the presidency of Monsieur Leon Blum decided, 
at a Cabinet meeting, to acquiesce in whatever decision in regard to 
sanctions might be taken by the League of Nations — with a note to 
the effect that, in the French Government’s own view, the abandon- 
ment of sanctions was the action that was now indicated by practical 
considerations.^ 

In thus following the United Kingdom’s lead, France had been 
anticipated by Australia and by Canada ; for on the 18th June itself — 
the very day on which Mr. Eden made his announcement of policy 
in the House of Commons at Westminster — the Prime Minister of the 
Australian Commonwealth, Mr, Lyons, announced at Canberra that 
instructions to advocate the abandonment of sanctions had already 
been given to the Australian delegate to the Assembly ; and on the 
same day at Ottawa a pronouncement in favour of the abandonment 
of sanctions was made by the Prime Minister of the Dominion 
^ See the official oommunigui in Le Temps, 20th June, 1936. 
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Government, Mr. Mackenzie Eling.^ In Brussels on the 22n(i June 
the Belgian Cabinet decided likewise to associate itself with the 
British Government’s decision. From Port-au-Prince on the 23rd 
the Haitian Government telegraphed to the Secretariat at Geneva 
their decision to abandon sanctions, without waiting for any recom- 
mendations from the League Council or Assembly or from the Co- 
ordination Committee. A similar decision had been notified by the 
Ecuadorian Government as early as the 4th April, 1936 — a month 
before the coUapse of Abyssinian resistance. By the 26th June the 
Secretariat had received communications in support of the abandon- 
ment of sanctions from Chile,^ Honduras, Uruguay and Poland. 
And on the 27th the Cabinet at Warsaw not only ratified Colonel 
Beck’s action in sending his note to Geneva on the previous day, but 
gave orders for the necessary steps for the abandonment of sanctions 
on Poland’s part to be taken forthwith. 

There was one group of states members of the League whose 
attitude was of an interest and an importance that could not be 
measured by their population or wealth or mihtary strength; and 
this group consisted of those European states of lesser calibre which 
had been neutral not only during the General War of 1914^18 but also 
in most of the European wars of the preceding hundred years. In 
joining the League of Nations as original members, these ex-neutrals 
had taken the risk of abandoning a status which — ^with certain 
flagrant exceptions® — ^had served them weU for a century. They had 
consented to take part in the experiment of attempting to establish 
a regime of collective security, because they believed that it offered 
a more constructive solution for the international problem than their 
own previous endeavours to snatch a precarious immunity for them- 
selves by eluding the play of international forces. The blow which 
had now been dealt to the League of Nations by the failure to frus- 
trate Italy’s act of aggression against Abyssinia — ^foUowdng, as it did, 
upon the League’s previous failure to protect China firom a similar 
attack on the part of Japan— struck these European ex-neutrals with 
dismay ; and at Geneva on the 9th and 10th May, on the eve of the 
meeting of the League Council which was to take place on the llth,^ 
the representatives of Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Holland con- 

^ Id. annoTmcing his Government’s decision on this date, Mr. King stated 
that the decision had heen reached at Ottawa ‘before any information was 
available as to what the British attitude would be.’ 

® For the attitudes of Chile and Ecuador at the meeting of the League Coun- 
cil in May, see pp. 485-6, below. 

* e.g., the fate of Denmark in 1864 and the fate of Belgium in 1914. 

* For this meeting of the Council, see pp. 483-6, below. 
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ferred with one another, and with the representatives of Switzerland 
and Spain, under the chairmanship of Dr. Munch (Denmark), 

In a broadcast speech delivered in Danish from Geneva at mid- 
night on the 10th May, Dr. Munch declared that it was not for the 
smaller states to propose that sanctions should be rescinded. They 
were strongly of the opinion that these should be continued ; and, if 
they were to be abandoned, it would have to be on the initiative of 
the Powers which had suggested them. If, at the forthcoming meet- 
ing of the League Council, the Italian representatives contended that, 
because of Italian domination over Abyssinia, the Abyssinian repre- 
sentatives could not have a seat at the Council table, not one of the 
smaller states in his bloc would agree to 'such an open mockery of 
the League’. It was clear. Dr. Munch added, that the League as at 
present constituted had not the power to afford security to the lesser 
states. It was clear that the League was not strong enough to protect 
the weaker states against the great mihtary Powers. The attempts at 
negotiation in the Italo-Abyssinian war had failed. Sanctions had 
also failed. From the experiences of the last few years the smaller 
states had to conclude that the League could afford them no security 
which was of value, and that that which was held out could not be 
regarded with confidence. It was clear. Dr. Munch declared, that 
security could not be reached for the smaller states while the arma- 
ments race continued among the Great Powers and international 
tension increased day by day. 

Dr. Munch made another public statement on the 16th May — ^this 
time at Copenhagen, upon his return home after the Council meeting 
of the llth“13th May had taken place. On this occasion the Danish 
Minister for Foreign Affairs contended that, in maintaining the exist- 
ing sanctions against Italy for the time being, the Coimcil had ruled, 
by implication, that the juridical position had not been changed by 
the military fait accompli in Abyssinia ; and he announced that the 
seven neutral Powers^ were strongly determined to continue their 
active co-operation inside the League so long as even the slightest 
possibility seemed to remain for serving the ideals in the name of 
which the League had been founded. At the same time Dr, Munch 
announced that the representatives of the seven neutral Powers had 
agreed to meet together two days in advance of the next session of 
the League Council ; and this seven-Power meeting was duly held at 
Geneva on the 25th June. This time, however, the representatives 
of the seven states arrived regretfully — ^in the light of the decisions 
already taken and announced in London and in Paris — at the con- 
^ Finland had associated herself with the original six. 
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elusion that the sanctions in force against Italy would have to be 
abandoned. 

While the European neutrals thus acquiesced in the abandonment 
of the sanctions as a regrettable necessity, there were two staples 
members of the League wliich still held, and proclaimed tlieir convic- 
tion, that the sanctions ought to be maintained. These two stalwart 
states members were South Africa and New Zealand; and thus, tbi* 
the first time, those states members of the League w'hich were also 
states members of the British Commonwealth of Nations found them- 
selves divided on a capital question of international policy While 
the United Kingdom now took the lead among the sanction- 
taking states in recommending that the sanctions should be 
abandoned, South Africa stood out to the last for their maintenance ; 
and while Australia and Canada anticipated Prance herself in 
following the United Kingdom’s lead, New Zealand broke with a 
habit, which seemed almost to have become a constitutional conven- 
tion, of taking her cue from Downing Street in matters of foreign 
policy. 

It remains to record that on the 20th June the President of the 
United States^ issued two proclamations: one raising the embargo 
upon the export of arms and munitions of war from the United States 
to Abyssinia, and the other cancelling his warning to American 
citizens not to travel on ships belonging to either belligerent. 
In an accompan 5 dng statement the President declared that the 
reason why he was now cancelling his previous proclamations was 
that he had 'now ascertained that, in fact, the conditions which’ 
had led to the issue of those original proclamations had 'ceased to 
exist’. 

This was the situation on the eve of the Assembly’s session of the 
30th June-4th Jxily, 1936. Before recording the proceedings at this 
session of the Assembly and at the two foregoing sessions of the 
Council — one on the llth-13th May, and the other on the 26th June 
— ^it will be convenient to complete the record of the spiritual struggle 
in Great Britain in which Mr. Neville Chamberlain and those who 
thought and felt as he did were now in the ascendant. 

Prom the evening of the 10th June, 1936, onwards, the anti- 
sanctionist flow of the tide of feeling in Great Britain ran strong and 
fast. On the 11th June it was announced that the Duchess of Atholl 
had resigned from her membership of the Edinburgh branch of the 
League of Nations Union on the ground of disagreement with the 

\For the previous action of the United States in regard to the war in East 
Africa see pp, 239 seqq., above. 
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policy advocated in Lord Cecil’s circular letter of the 27th May.^ In 
her own letter to the Branch Secretary, she wrote : 

In view of the grave dangers threatening the peace of Europe, I am 
of opinion that sanctions should now be called off, and that efforts 
should be concentrated on building up an effective system of mutual 
assistance against aggression in Europe.^ 

On tlie 15th June, at a meeting in the Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
which had been organized by the British-Italian Council for Peace 
and Friendship, a resolution urging the Government to take the 
initiative in securing the repeal of the sanctions in force against Italy 
was carried ; and it was also agreed to send, on behalf of those present, 
a message of goodwill to Signor Mussolini. Nor was the tide stemmed 
by a letter, published in The Times of the 16th June, from Sir Arthur 
Salter, in winch the WTiter denounced the pohey of depriving the 
League of its coercive powers under the guise of 'reforming’ it, and 
went on to argue that, if the alternative of genuinely restoring the 
League system v ere taken in hand, the necessary strength could not 
be secured 'by buying the adhesion of Italy’. Equally in vain were 
two resolutions in favour of maintaining and intensifying sanctions 
that were passed on the 17th June — one at a council meeting of the 
Women’s National Liberal Federation, and the other at a meeting 
of Members of Parhament and other persons which was held that 
evening in a committee room of the House of Commons. These 
expressions of private opinion did not avail to avert Mr. Eden’s 
announcement of pubhe pohey in the House of Commons on the 
18th nor could that decision be reversed by the speeches that were 
made, or by the resolutions that were passed, at the annual meeting 
of the General Council of the League of Nations Union which was 
held on the 19th’~23rd June at Scarborough, or by the speeches 
delivered by Mr. Noel Baker at Derby, Mr. Arthur Greenwood at 
Wakefield, Mr. Herbert Morrison at Woolwich, and Dr. Hugh Dalton 
at Stanhope during the same week-end. On the 20th June, at Chig- 
well, Mr. Churchill once more combined a vigorous advocacy of the 
abandonment of sanctions in the present circumstances with a scath- 
ing indictment of the Government’s policy during the preceding nine 
months; but Mr. Baldwin could look with equanimity upon the 

^ See p. 401, above. 

® A reply to the arguments put forward by the Duchess of AthoU in this 
letter was made by Lord Cecil in a letter published in The Mcmchester Guardian 
on the 18th Juno. For the Duchess of AthoU’s counter-reply, advocating the 
re-establishment of the Stresa Front, see The Manchester Ghwrdian, 23rd June, 
1936. 

* See p, 446, above. 
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subordinate clause of Mr. Churchill’s speech, in considoratiou of ^vhat• 
the speaker was saying in the governing sentence. On the :21st Juno 
the retreating British sanctionists were given a parting kick by 
Signor Mussolini in person. Spealdng in Rome that day at a celebra- 
tion of the hundredth anniversary of the foundation of the Bersaglieri 
Corps, the Italian dictator declared to the assembled Italian riflemen ■ 

I know what you can perform — ^and what all the armed forces of thc' 
state, and all Italians, can perform shoulder to shoulder with you — 
if certain ‘midsummer madmen’ are not reduced to reason, or at any 
rate to impotence. 

A weighty criticism of the British Government’s policy was made 
by Lord Hugh Cecil in a letter written on the 20th June and pub- 
lished in The Times on the 22nd. 

The continuance of ‘sanctions’ would have reduced Italy to financial 
collapse and great economic distress. All Europe would have seen that 
lawless nationahsm does not pay. This would have been a great matter, 
much greater indeed than saving Abyssinia. The Government seem to 
have been diverted from this policy by what in plain words must bo 
called fear. Bear that Italy would make war upon us, fear that general 
war might ensue, fear that Germany might attack the Western Powers 
supported by an ofiended Italy. Mr. Baldwin seems also to have had a 
private fear that the British people would not support the Government 
in face of war. I am sure that no foreign pokey can be successfully 
conducted if the Government have lost their nerve. They seem not to 
appreciate the immense distinction, both in respect of morality and in 
respect of the reaction of public sentiment in Great Britain, between 
making war on another nation and not being deterred from following 
a wise and righteous poUcy by the fear that another nation might make 
war on us. ... We cannot escape war by running away from the risk 
of it. Such submission is in effect submission to blackmail ; and that 
there is no escape from blackmail by submission is notorious. 

On the 23rd June, however, The Times published a letter in the 
opposite sense, which was also of weight, from Mr. J. A, Spender, 
in which this English Liberal publicist, writing from Paris, sot out 
the French point of view as he saw it : 

I am writing for the moment from France, and am tempted to say 
that many of the speeches and comments of English speakers and 
writers seem extremely remote from the facts, when read on this side 
of the Channel, Especially so is the idea that Franco has been waiting 
for a lead from us for a fresh move against Italy, and is disappointed 
at not receiving it. . . . It is the opinion of most Frenchmen tliat wo led 
the way into the present impasse and that we have acted rightly in 
showing the way out. ... To us the Italian-Abyssinian affair has 
appeared as a simple question of doing justice between two members of 
the League; to the French it has from the beginning soemod to bo 
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fraught with complications and consequences which would have fallen 
on them first of all. 

On the 24th June The Times published a letter of the 21st from 
Colonel Cuthbert Headlam which threw light on the change of 
opinion since December in the ranks of the Government's supporters 
in Parliament. 

Last December you were good enough to publish a letter from me 
protesting against any acceptance by the British Government of the 
Hoare-Laval proposals for a settlement of the war between Italy and 
Ethiopia The reasons for my protest were that these proposals were 
not calculated to effect the purpose for which they were intended in the 
conditions then existing, and, far more important, that they were in 
direct contravention of the policy outlined by the Government before 
the General Election. The situation to-day is entirely changed, and the 
Government’s declared intention to advise the League of Nations to 
raise the economic sanctions against Italy appears to me to be the 
unfortunate but inevitable result of the Ethiopian dibdcle, because it 
is obvious that, unless the League is determined to deprive the Italians 
of the fruits of their victory, if necessary by force of arms, the con- 
tinuance of economic sanctions cannot help the Ethiopians. 

Lord Hugh Cecil’s letter of the 20th June was answered by Lord 
Ponsonby in a letter written on the 23rd and published in The Times 
on the 25th. 

The outstanding cause of failure [Lord Ponsonby submitted] was 
the reluctant, half-hearted, and even unwilling attitude of many of the 
Governments who had condemned Italy as an aggressor and acquiesced 
in the impositions of sanctions. To speak frankly, many of them did not 
mean business. They might have cheered the British Government and 
the British Fleet had they gone forward, but their own contributions 
would have been negligible. 

The fundamental question of what was the proper purpose of 
collective security was raised by the Archbishop of York on the 26th 
June in the course of a presidential address to the York Diocesan 
Conference. 

It seems to me [he said] that some of the spokesmen of the Govern- 
ment have given wrong grounds for their decision, even if the decision 
reached is a right one, because they have been urging as a reason for 
abandoning sanctions that they have failed to stop the war in Abyssinia, 
which was the purpose for winch they were imposed. 

That ought not to have been the purpose for which they were imposed. 
The primary purpose is not to save Abyssinia or any one else, but to 
uphold international authority. Starting on that ground, it might still 
be right to abandon sanctions, but it would make a difference in the 
long run on which ground we are making our decision, because it will 
affect the decision we may have to make on some similar occasion in 
some future years. 
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In a letter of the 25th June which was published in The ilanchrtsivr 
Guardian on the 27th, Sir Ernest Benn adjured his eoiintryuion to 
'let bygones be bygones' in the sense of charitably forgiving and 
forgetting the offence which Italy had just committed against — not* 
England but Abyssinia ! 

Such an attitude may . . . have rather more of the Cliristian s])in(. 
about it than the spiteful harping upon a Genevan technicality \vlu(*h, 
long before another eighteen years have passed, may be recognized us 
nothing but a trouble -making folly 

In a militant speech delivered at Manchester on the 27th June, 
Mr. Neville Chamberlain hit out at the Labour Opposition with his 
left hand and at Mr. Lloyd George^ with liis right. With regard to 
the policy of the Labour Party, Mr. Chamberlain said: 

Now — ^wisely, as I think — they have stopped talking of military 
sanctions, and all they are asking is that present sanctions should be 
maintained. The best hope they have is that Italy should abstain from 
annexing a corner of Abyssinia which has no Government and in wliich, 
if our information is correct, a large number of the inliabitants are 
hostile to the former Government Do the Socialists really think it 
would be possible to got fifty countries to keep on sanctions for such a 
meagre and wretched purpose as that . . . ? The war has stopped. It is 
at an end. And the only result of trying to keep the sanctions on to-day 
would be that one country after another would slip out, and in bhc end 
the whole policy would crumble away amid universal derision That 
seems to me neither a wise, nor a courageous, nor a dignified policy 
to pursue. 

As for Mr. Lloyd George, he was taken to task by Mr. Chamberlain 
for being 'a more bellicose critic than the Socialists'.^ 

On the 28th June the Government's decision to recommend the 
abandonment of sanctions was denounced from six platforms at a 
public demonstration in Hyde Park which had been organized by 
the National Council of Labour. On this occasion the Government 
were arraigned in the following terms by one of the speakers, Mi\ 
Attlee : 

The Government has decided to lead in the surrender to force. This 
has killed the coUeetive system. While they refuse to say clearly what 
their future poKcy is to be, it is clear from Mr. Chamberlain's speech tliat 

^ Mr. Lloyd George^s speech of the 24th Juno at Sawley, to which Mr. Chum- 
berlam was replying on the 27th, is quoted below. Mr. Lloyd George made a 
counter-reply, on the 28th June, in an address delivered at the Castle Street 
Baptist Church, London. 

2 The passage of this speech of the 27th June in which Mr. Neville Chamber- 
lamadoxessed himself to Mr, Lloyd George has been quoted already on p. 446, 
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they aim at reforming the League so as to make it safe for aggressors. 
The League is to become a mere debating societ}", within which there 
will be a system of scarcely veiled alhances. This means a return to 
power politics, to the balance of power, to the old fatal road that led 
to 1914. 

The tide of British feeling was still, however, running out ; and, on 
the eve of tlie meeting of the League Assembly on the 30th June, the 
low-water mark in England was perhaps registered in the publication 
of a correspondence between Sir Austen Chamberlain and Professor 
Gilbert Muri'ay in which Sir Austen Chamberlain announced his 
resignation of his seat on the Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations LTnion. The sands now lay bare ; and if Mr. Neville Cham- 
berlain were willing to be cast for the part of a Conservative Pharaoh 
speeding in triumphant pursuit of the retreatmg hosts of an Opposi- 
tion Israel, he might be sorely tempted to take his brother’s gesture 
as a signal for attempting to make the perilous passage from a new- 
fangled British foreign pohey based on a collective system of inter- 
national security within the framework of the League of Nations to 
an old-fashioned policy based on the Balance of Power. If the mih- 
tant Chancellor of the Exchequer did sot foot on those treacherously 
inviting sands, it remained to be seen whether he would be any more 
successful than his Egyptian prototype had been in passing over in 
safety, dry-shod. 

It was already manifest, however, that, in that chapter of the 
history of British foreign policy which had now just reached its con- 
clusion, the United Kingdom, under the guidance and on the responsi- 
bility of Mr. Neville Chamberlain and his colleagues in Mi*. Baldwin’s 
Cabinet, had been taking action — or been acquiescing in action taken 
by other Powers — ^wdth results that were certainly momentous and 
possibly irrevocable. 

The United Kingdom Government’s record since the beginning of 
the Italo-Abyssinian affair was summed up, in a speech delivered on 
the 24th June at Sawley, by Mr. Lloyd George. 

A few months ago Britain undertook to champion the cause of right. 
(A voice: ‘And we lot thorn down’.) Yes, I am afraid we have let them 
down badly. Wo led the nations, fifty nations followed us. They said, 
‘Britain is loading’ — Britain, the indomitable Britain that never looks 
back when it sots its hand to a course. . . . Last night I saw the white 
feather embroidered across the Union Jack by a tilled and practised 
hand, and 1 do not mind saying that I am one of the millions of this 
land who are humiliated by the spectacle. . . . We ought never to have 
taken this task in hand unless we meant to put it through. There never 
has been such a chance in the history of the World of arraying the whole 
of the nations behind the cause of international right as to-day. Never, 
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It was a heaven-sent opportunity — fifty nations, gi^cat and small. 
There was an overwhelming force behind justice, a force that no 
aggressor could stand against if resolutely led. We had in Europe two 
nations that have got the most powerful armies — Russia and France. 
We had the whole of the Mediterranean Powers behind us exceptmg 
the aggressor. Their harbours, their fleets, their air squadrons — all 
were facilities at our disposal. We had a foe, an aggressor, an enemy, 
whose lines of communication were the most vulnerable that any army 
has advanced along — ^just two narrow little outlets, one at eacli end of 
of the Mediterranean, and the whole of the Mediterranean Powers 
behind us. 

Right was there to be established on its throne in such a way that it 
would not have been overturned in our day, in the days of our cliildren, 
or the days of our children’s children. It was the first real opportunity 
that had presented itself under conditions where the power behind 
righteousness was irresistible We have thrown it away. We arc going 
to reconstitute the League, That is no use. Unless people use power and 
opportunity which they possess, it is no use seeking fresh powers, fresh 
opportunity. They will act just the same when the time comes. . . ? Is 
it really coming to this : that Britain will not do its duty for fear of a 
black eye ? Crusades have been started in this country, and crusades 
have been abandoned before to-day, but this is the first crusade where 
I have heard of the crusaders turning their backs upon their sacred 
enterprise merely because they were afraid that the enemy might bite. 
Surely this is a new version of Richard Cceur de Lion. 

This mordantly etched picture of the British Government’s action 
— or inaction — during those crucial months of the years 1935 and 
1936 was, of course, presented in the controversial form of an indict- 
ment delivered, in the heat of a political struggle, by a politician who 
was conscious, at the moment, of being on the losing side. Neverthe- 
less, it might be prophesied with some confidence, even at tliis early 
date, that the judgment of History upon the conduct of British 
foreign policy at this juncture would be hardly less severe— even 
though it might be more moderately measured and more evenly 
balanced — ^than the contemporary judgment of Mr. Lloyd George. 
To the historian it seemed probable that, if this British hand had 
been played in Mr, Chamberlain’s and Mr. Baldwin’s fashion by their 
predecessors in oflS.ee four hundred years earlier, at the dawn of the 
modem’ age of Western history, such play would have been con- 
demned with equal vehemence — ^though on diametrically opposite 
grounds — ^by Messer Niccold Machiavelli and by the Chevalier 
Bayard. The Florentine publicist would have held up his hands in 
professional horror at what would have appeared to him to be the 
inexplicable ineptitude of His Britannic Majesty’s Government in 
deliberately releasing the Romagnol dictator of Italy flrom the 
strategic toap into which he had wantonly walked when he had 
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placed a huge Italian army — as a pawn commanded by British naval 
pieces — on the further side of the Suez Canal, with the British Fleet 
concentrated in the Levant, while the Italian army in East Africa 
was at Great Britain’s mercy even for obtaining its supplies of drink- 
ing water. From a mind well stocked with illustrations drawn from 
Greek and Roman history, Machiavelli would have classified this 
British act of political folly in the same category as Commodus’s 
despicable and disastrous abandonment of the fruits of his father’s 
laboriously won victory over the Marcomanni.^ As for the Chevalier 
Bayard, who dealt in the coin of Honour and not in that of Real- 
politik, he would doubtless have anticipated Mr. Lloyd George in 
lamenting the apparent extinction, in British hearts, of the spirit of 
Richard Coeur de Lion. 

A contemporary English observer of British opinion and policy in 
May and June 1936 was bound to ask himself the deeply disturbing 
question whether perchance he was assisting at the spectacle of the 
abdication of Great Britain from her eminent and responsible inter- 
national i)osition as arbiter of Europe — a position which she had 
occupied for some two and a half centuries, ever since 'the Glorious 
Revolution’ of a.I). 1688. In a.d. 1936, was it possible that not only 
Great Britain, but also her former rival and latter-day associate 
France, were seeldng admission into the respectable but uninfluential 
company of the European neutrals ? Several of the already admitted 
members of that company — ^for example, Spain, Portugal, the Nether- 
lands and Sweden — ^had been Great Powers in their day ; and while 
Spain's and Portugal’s loss of status in the seventeenth century 
may have been involuntary, the retirement of the Netherlands in 
the eighteenth century, and of Sweden in the nineteenth century, 
from active service in the international arena had been more or less 
deliberate. The Dutch and the Swedes had renounced the gladiator’s 
publicity and perquisites because they could no longer endure the 
hard labour — or stomach the dirty work — ^without which it was 
impossible to win these dubious prizes. Were the French and English 
peoples now arriving at this Dutch and Swedish state of sensibility ? 

If this was really the moral and political change in Europe which 
was being brought to light by the test of the African crisis of 1935-6, 
then Mankind had to expect, in the near future, a vast alteration in 
the balance of international forces ; for if Great Britain and France 

^ A later modem Western student of international politics might also have 
brought into the comparison the reprieve that was gratuitously granted to 
Frodenck tlie Great of Prussia by Czar Peter III when the latter ascended the 
Imperial throne at St. Petersburg at a stage of the Seven Years War when 
Fredericks prospects seemed almost desperate to Frederick himself, 
u li 
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did indeed intend to evacuate their historic positions, there would 
certainly be other claimants to the vacant places. W'hcti Kin,i!; 
Pyrrhus of Epirus was in the act of sailing away, never to return, 
from the shores of a Sicily which had just seen him inex])lical)Iy 
throw in his hand at a moment when he seemed to be within an a(*e 
of victory, the fickle Greek knight-errant 'is said to have gazed bac^k 
at the island and said to his suite: '‘My friends, wdiat a marvellous 
arena we are leaving for the Carthaginians and the Pomans to fight 
in’’' , and Plutarch does not fail to remark that 'Pyrrhus’s surmise 
was soon translated into fact'. ^ InA.n. 1936, was Mr Baldwin leav- 
ing Europe to the Germans and the Russians as an arena in which 
these two young and lusty nations were soon to exorcise their giant* 
limbs in contending for the lordship of a Modern Western World 
which appeared to be showing itself just as incapable as the Ancient 
World had been of achieving an inevitable unity through any nobler 
or saner instrumentality than that of military brute force ? 

(xiv) The Proceedings at Genova (11th May-6th July, 1936). 

Throughout the course of the Italo-Abyssinian conflict, the action 
was taking place simultaneously on three different fronts : a military 
front in Africa, a diplomatic front at Geneva and a domestic front in 
the United Kjngdom. The action on the African front had virtually 
come to an end^ with the occupation of Addis Ababa by Marshal 
Badoglio’s forces on the 6th May, 1936 and during the months of 
May and June the most important action that was taking place was 
a battle of wills and ideas between sanctionists and anti-sanctionists 
in Great Britain of which some record has been given in the preceding 
chapter. The outcome of the diplomatic struggle at Geneva hung 
upon the issue of this British domestic conflict ; and, as soon as it was 
clear that, in the forum of British public opinion, the anti-sanctionists 
were winning the day, there was no longer any doubt about what was 
going to happen at Geneva. 

The first occasion on which the Italo-Abyssinian affair came on to 
the agenda of the League of Nations after the collapse of the Abys- 
sinian military forces at the turn of April and May 1936 was at a 
session of the Council which opened on the 11th May and lasted till 
the 13th ; and since at this time the issue of the domestic struggle in 
Great Britain was not yet sufficiently clear to have emboldened 
Mr. Baldwin and his colleagues to determine and proclaim their 

^ Plutarch: Chap. 23. 

® For the remnant of Ethiopian independence in the south-west, seepp* 517-8* 

® Seep. 400, above. 
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policy, the May meeting of the League Council at Geneva likewise 
ended on a note of uncertainty. 

On the 11th May, 1936, the Council found awaiting it two com- 
munications from the Abyssinian side, indicting the League for 
having permitted — ^in breach of the covenanted undertakings of the 
states members — the consummation of a crime which Abyssinia had 
so many times vainly implored the League to prevent. The first of 
the two documents was a telegram of the 10th May from the Emperor 
Haile Selassie at Jerusalem, in which the expatriated head of the 
Ethiopian state informed the League that it was the Itahan use of 
l)oison gas wliich had forced upon him the decision to abandon his 
military resistance to the invaders of his country. 

We now demand [the Emperor continued] that the League of Nations 
should contmuc its efforts m order to ensure respect for the Covenant, 
and that it should decide not to recognize territorial extensions, or the 
exercise of an assumed sovereignty, resulting from an illegal recourse 
to armed force and from numerous other violations of international 
engagements 

Tlio second communication — ^which was a letter of the 11th May 
from tlio Abyssinian representative at Geneva^ — ^was more militantly 
reproachful in its language : 

The crime has been consummated. The Covenant has been torn up. 
Article 10 has been outrageously violated. Article 16 has not been 
applied. . . . 

The deserted Ethiopian people was smitten with a boundless despair 
when, at the boghming of March 1936, it realized that it must abandon 
the hope and the faith which it had placed in the support of the League 
of Nations. The last session of the Council dealt us another blow. . . . 

To-day, is Ethiopia going to be left at the mercy of a pitiless aggressor 
who already, by an individual act of wiU, has declared the name of 
Ethiopia to be struck out of the Book of life, though Ethiopia is the 
most ancient empire in the World ? 

Before the Council held its meeting on the 11th May there was a 
struggle behind the scenes between Baron Alois! and his colleagues. 
The Italian delegate demanded that the dispute between Italy and 
Abyssinia should be removed from the agenda on the ground that 
there was no longer an Abyssinian state to be a party to any inter- 
national transactions. Baron Aloisi was not induced to abandon this 

^ On the same date, the llth May, the Abyssinian Minister in London 
addressed a letter to Mr. Eden protesting against Signor Mussolini's ‘claim 
of annexation of the Empire of Abyssinia to Italy and agaiost his promotion 
of the King of Italy to the title of Emperor of Abyssinia'. Dr. Martin declared 
that ‘Abyssinia still claims to exist as an independent empire under the pro- 
tection, and as an integral member of, the League of Nations’. 
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stand by private consultations which caused the Council mooting to 
be postponed from 11.0 a.m. to 5.0 p.m. ; and when tho session was at 
last opened, and Monsieur Wolde Mariam was duly called by the 
President (Mr. Eden) to take his place at the Council Tabic, Baron 
Aloisi read a declaration stating that the Italian delegation would not 
consent to the presence at the Council Table of ^the so-called Abys- 
sinian delegation’. He then left the room, followed by liis staff — to 
reappear a short time later in the capacity of rapporteur to the Coun- 
cil on a motion relating to a vacant seat on the bench of the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice! During the Italian delegate’s 
brief absence, the Council — at the instance of Mr. Eden, who was 
supported by Senor de Madariaga and by Dr. Munch — decided 
unanimously that the Italo-Abyssinian dispute should remain on the 
Council’s agenda ; and this decision carried certain important implica- 
tions. It implied a recognition by the Council that the Ab5"ssinian 
Government stiU existed and that Abyssinia was stiU a state member 
of the League ; and conversely it implied a non-recognition both of 
the fait accompli of the Italian military conquest of tlie greater part 
of Abyssinia and also of the unilateral ItaUan legislative gesture 
through which Signor Mussolini had affected to transform a lawless 
seizure into a lawful ownership. 

At a private meeting of the delegates of certain members of the 
Council (not including the representatives of Italy, Argentina, Chile 
and Ecuador) which was held on the evening of the 11th, tho text 
of a resolution was drafted ; but this time Baron Aloisi was spared 
the trouble of recording his opposition by the receipt of a telegram 
from Rome on the morning of the 12th — before the Council had time 
to reassemble — ^recalling the whole Italian delegation from Geneva 
qwim ederrime. 

Accordingly the draft resolution was adopted by the Council on 
the 12th, with Monsieur Wolde Mariam once again at the Council 
Table, but without Baron Aloisi’s presence. The text ran as 
follows : 

The Council, having met to consider the dispute between Italy and 
Ethiopia, recalls the conclusions reached and the decisions taken in 
this matter in the League of Nations since the 3rd October, 1936 ; 

Is of the opinion that further time is necessary to permit its members 
to consider the situation created by the grave new steps taken by the 
Italian Government; 

Decides to resume its deliberations on this subject on tho 16th June 
and considers that in the meantime there is no cause for modifying the 
measures previously adopted in collaboration by the members of the 
League. 



So(‘t.xiv rROCEEDINGS AT GENEVA, MAY-JULY, 1936 485 

It Avill bo noticed that, in this document, the Council merely 
recalled its previous conclusions and decisions without explicitly 
reaflirniing them, and that, while it did not suggest the abandonment 
ol the existing sanctions, it also did not suggest that they should 
necessarily be maintained for more than five weeks longer. Yet, 
hesitant though the language of the resolution was, it was neverthe- 
less too })ositive to please some of the Latin- American delegates. It 
is true that the representative of the most important Latin- American 
state member, Senor Ruiz-Guiiiazu (Argentina) — a diplomatist who 
had played a conspicuous part, as President of the Council, at an 
earlier stage of the Italo-Ethiopian affair^ — still maintained his 
solidarity with Ins European colleagues ; and though he did attach 
a reservation to his aSirmative vote, the Argentinian objection was 
to the adjournment of the discussion and not to the maintenance 
of sanctions. On the other hand, an objection to the continuance 
of sanctions was declared not only by Senor Zaldumbide of 
Ecuador (whose Government had actually announced their decision 
to abandon sanctions nearly six weeks earlier)^ but also by Senor 
Rivas-Vicuna of Chile; and while the Ecuadorian delegate con- 
tented himself with making a reservation on this point without 
refusing to vote in favour of the resolution, the Chilean delegate went 
to the length of abstaining. The Chilean Government’s view was that 
‘sanctions ought to be raised because the war was over’, while the 
Ecuadorian Government took the line that ‘sanctions had been 
thought of, and adopted, simply as the means which were considered 
most appropriate for hastening the end of hostihties’. Senor Zaldum- 
bide also (jhallenged the description of sanctions as ‘measures adopted 
in collaboration He reminded his colleagues that the recommenda- 
tions of the Co-ordination Committee and the Committee of Eighteen 
had been adopted by each sanction-taking state member of the 
League indiviclually, in the free exercise of its own sovereignty, and 
ho argued that any state member was equally free to cease at its own 
discretion, and at whatever moment it might choose, to apply the 
sanctions as far as its own action was concerned. 

It is in this conviction [ho added] that my Government has not 
considered it necessary to submit its decision for previous consideration 
on the part of the sanctions committee, before proceeding, in the free 
oxcrcisfi of its sovereignty, to the raising of sanctions when, in its 
opinion, these have appeared to be put out of date by events which 
the sanctions have not succeeded in preventing as they had been 
intended to do. 


^ See pp. 179 seq/i,, above. 


® See p. 472, above. 
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According to Senor Rivas-Vicuna, the Chilean Government vas oi 
opinion that at the present time the abandonment of sanctions ' would 
contribute eflPectively to the mitigation of the economic and politiical 
crisis which’ was ‘afflicting the World’. And, at the close of the 
session, Senor Rivas-Vicuna addressed the following letter to ^Mon- 
sieur Avenol : 

I have the honour to inform you that my Government is of opinion 
that in view of the recent events which have put an end to the war 
between Ethiopia and Italy it would be proper to disconi-inue the 
economic, financial and other measures decided upon in coimt^xiou 
with this conflict. I should be glad if you would eommunicalt^ my 
Government’s proposal to the competent organs for necessary aciion. 

The Chilean and Ecuadorian attitude on this occasion advertised 
the possibility of Latin- American defections from the sanctions front ; 
and defections in this quarter might have a serious effect in the case 
in point, since, in normal circumstances, Latin America was one of 
the principal export markets for Italian textiles. 

On the 13th May the Council adjourned after fixing the date of its 
next meeting for the 16th June — a day later than the date mentioiiccl 
in the resolution. The date was chosen with a view to allowing time 
for a new French Government to assume office after the general 
election which had been held in France on the 3rd May, and which 
had resulted, as has been mentioned already, in a victory for the 
parties co-operating, for the purpose of the election, in the Front 
Populaire On the 4th June, at Paris, Monsieur Leon Blum duly took 
office as President of a Council of Ministers recruited from the 
Socialist and the Radical-Socialist Parities, with the Communists 
declining to accept ministerial portfolios. But, in the event, Monsieur 
Blum’s assumption of office proved to bo of less importance for the 
shaping of events at Geneva than the decision of the existing Govern- 
ment in Great Britain to advocate the abandonment of sanctions — a 
decision which was foreshadowed by Mr. Neville Chamberlain on the 
10th June, was officially proclaimed on the 18th by Mr. Eden in the 
House of Commons at Westminster, and was then promptly seconded 
in Paris by Monsieur Blum and his colleagues at a Cabinet meeting 
on the 19th.i 

While the domestic conflict in Great Britain was still being fought 
out, the programme of procedure at Geneva had been modified in 
consequence of a request from Argentina that the League Assembly, 
whose ordinary session in the autumn of 1935 had been prorogued 
without being officially terminated,^ should now be re-convened as 
^ See p. 471, above, a See p. 212, above. 



Sect, xK PROCEKOINGS AT GENEVA, MAY-JULY, 1936 487 

well us the Council. Tins request was made first verbally by the 
Arp,cntinian delegate, Senor Ruiz-Guinazu, to the Acting Secretary- 
Gencrol of the League on the 29th May, and 'was afterwards con- 
finnod in a. note wliich was presented on the 2nd June. Eventually 
it was arranged that the Council should meet on the 2Gth June 
(instead of meeting on the IGth) and the Assembly on the 30th. As 
a result ot' this <‘hange of programme, the Council virtually remitted 
the I talo- Abyssinian affair in its last stage (as it had remitted the 
Sino-flapanose affair in its last stage)^ to the Assembly ,2 and it was 
thus this latter body that found itself charged with the thankless and 
humiliating task of arranging for the hquidation of the measures 
whi(4i had been taken, in partial and ineffectual fulfilment of their 
oldigations under the Covenant, by fifty-two states members. 

When the Assembly met, for this third instalment of its sixteenth 
st‘ssi()n, on tl\c 30th June, 1936, it was already evident that it was 
not starling with a free hand to take whatever course the assembled 
delegaties mighti agree iqion after a fresh, and general, consultation. 
Kor, by this dale, no fewer than eighteen states members had made 
at least some move towards the abandonment of the sanctions 
hitherto in ibrcc against Italy. By the 30th June the situation in 
this regard uas as follows: the seven states associated in the group 
of European neutrals had come to the conclusion, in private discus- 
sion among themselves, that the abandonment of the sanctions was 
iiiovitablo.^^ The United Kingdom, Canadian, Australian, Erench 
and Belgian Governments had proclaimed officially, in their own 
respe(*tivc (countries, that this was the pohey which they intended to 
advocate at Geneva.*^ The Chilean, Uruguayan, and Hondurasian 
Governments has given notice of corresponding intentions to the 
Secretariat at Geneva.^ And, finally, the Ecuadorian, Haitian, and 
Polish Governments had actually abandoned the application of 
sanctions so for as Ecuador, Haiti, and Poland themselves were 
concornod, without waiting for a decision to be i:eached at Geneva.® 


^ See the ^Survei/ for 2933, Part IV, section (iv). 

^ The only (^ognizaiKsc of the Italo-Abyssinian affair that was taken at the 
scBsion of the Council on the 26th Juno was the reading of a letter from Count 
Ciano, now Italian Miaistcr for Foreign Affairs, in which the Council was 
informed that, in the present situaUon, the Italian delegation foxuid xtseU 
unable t^o take part in the proceedings (not only with regard to the Italo- 
Abyssiniau dispute, but also with regard to the Locarno Pact). The letter 
ended with the (ixprcaeiou of a hope that ‘the situation would be clear^ up 
in a way which might permit the Italian Government to resume its collabora- 
tion with the League of Kations’. 

» See pp. 473.4Tabov6. ^ gee pp. 471-2, above. 

« See pf 472, above. " 
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In these circumstances it was already manifest to all concerned, 
before the reopening of the sixteenth session of the Assembly on the 
30th June, 1936, that on this occasion the sanctions in force against 
Italy were going to be abandoned, that Abyssinia was going to be 
left to her fate, and that, as far as the League of Nations u as oflicially 
concerned, the Italo-Abyssinian entry, wliich had been standing on 
its agenda since the 4th September, 1935,^ was now going to be 
expunged, and a mortifying failure 'liquidated'. Almost the only 
question still remaining open was whether there was to be a irank 
admission of the fact — and of the reasons for the fact — that tlie jiost- 
war attempt to establish a reign of law and order in international 
affairs had now received a shattering defeat at the hands, not only 
of Italy, but of her fellow states members, or whether, on the con- 
trary, the states members represented at Geneva on this o(a*asion 
were, with their own hands, to put the finishing touch upon their 
common humiliation by attempting — ^in a caricature of old-fasliioncd 
Chinese manners — to save a 'face’ which had already been lost 
beyond repair. The preliminary debate, which lasted from the 30(h 
June to the 3rd July inclusive, was dominated by a feeling of failure 
and discouragement that was unmistakably genuine ; and, in most of 
the speeches that were delivered, some reference (which sometimes, 
but not always, rang true) was made to the necessity for facing the 
facts, however disagreeable these might be. Unliap2)il3% however, 
this pose of stoicism in acquiescing in the annihilation of a fellow 
state member was not maintained when the time came for passing 
from speech to action (or rather, to the more difficult performance of 
attaining the goal of action without appearing to have taken the 
invidious intervening steps). And it was at this stage that tlie expir- 
ing Ethiopian Empire fought, and lost, its last battle — a battle in 
which the ill-equipped Abyssinian representatives of Primitive Man 
in the last of his highland fastnesses were confronted, not with 
explosive bombs or with sprays of poison gas, but with twists and 
turns of parliamentary procedure that weiQ products of the same 
modern Western workshop as Italy’s material armaments. In this 
procedural battle, the President of the Assembly, Monsieur van 
Zeeland (Belgium), succeeded easily enough in blunting the sharpness 
of the point which the Ethiopian delegation had sought to put upon 
the Recording Angel’s pencil. But this victory of the General Com- 
mittee of the Assembly over the Ethiopian delegation was as barren 
as the Ethiopian delegation’s gallantry was superfluous, since it was 
evidently beyond the range of human power to tamper in either sense 
^ See pp. 168 and 179-80, above. 
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Avith an entry that had doubtless already been made in the Book of 
Judgment. 

At this wsession of the Assembly, both the orators on the 30th June- 
3rd July and the authors of the General Committee’s 'text’^ followed 
the British cue — given by Mr. Baldwin on the 5th May^ and by 
Mr. Neville C^hamberlain on the 10th June^ — of linking or ‘tacking’ 
(in tlie te(*hnival jiarliamentary phrase) the question of ‘reforming’ 
the League of Nations on to that of expunging the Italo-Abyssinian 
entry out of the League’s agenda. A number of motives worked 
together to move the politicians to confound these two topics wliioh, 
in spite of their manifest bearing upon one another, were nevertheless 
perfectly distinct and easily separable. One motive, which was per- 
haps common to all the statesmen who took this Hne, was to produce 
an imposing smoke-screen of discussion on an abstract theme, behind 
wliich they could jierhaps manage to do the dirty work of making 
Abj'ssinia walk the plank without being quite caught in the act of 
this i)iratical piece of business by the eyes of a naively indignant 
world. ^Mle other motives were diverse, and in fact diametrically 
opposed to one another; for the word ‘reform’ was conveniently 
amliiguous in its connotation. While the English ‘Die-Hards’ would 
perhaps have been glad to see the Government at Westminster use 
the word in the French sense in which a soldier was ‘reformed’ by 
being taken out of the firing-line and declared to be incapacitated 
for any further active service, such a reform of the League through 
an excision of Articles 10 and 16 was the very antithesis of the aim 
of the Russian Government, which hoped to reform the League by 
sharpening its teeth and claws and by seeing to it that, next time, 
these moans of self-defence should be used in good earnest. The 
French view of reform was different again; for the true French 
desideratum seems to have been that the Covenant should be treated 
as a dead letter in every imaginable contingency except the Single 
case of its being wanted by France herself for use against Germany — 
in which event, it was to be as live a French wire as the Russians 
themselves could wish to see it become in their own service. 

On the eve of the session of the Assembly in the summer of 1936, 
and in the course of this session itself, this question of ‘ the reform of 
the League ’ was merely ventilated and exploited, while, for purposes 
of serious and systematic discussion, it was placed on the agenda of 

^ This neutral word seems the safest term to employ in referring to a docu- 
ment which was defined by the President himself, at the meeting of the 
Assembly on the 4th July, as embodying not a ddcUion but a vo&w (see p. 609, 
below), * See p. 466, above. ® See p. 464, above. 



490 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sfft, xi\ 


the forthcoming session, which was to be held in the autunm ol 1 03(>. 
Accordingly, it would be prematime, as well as out of |)Iace, to 
attempt to deal with 'the reform of the League' in the pn^sent 
volume. At the same time, owing to its interlaccnieni w ith t he Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict in its last phase, it is impossi))le to a,\tH(l all 
reference to this topic in the present context 

It will be seen that, in June and July 103(), the famous 'atmosphere 
of Geneva’ had deteriorated into something that was little better 
than a miasma of pharisaical hypocrisy, but the air of unruffled 
blandness, which Monsieur van Zeeland succeeded, almost to t he (uid, 
in imparting to the proceedings, was so unnaturally forced as to 
produce the very opposite of the effect that w'as intended : and the 
proceedings were also punctuated this time by incidents, ‘on the 
fringe of the Assembly’, which might portend the imminent- irrup- 
tion, into this academic cloister, of a neo-barbarism which w^as now 
seething and boihng over in the wide w'orld beyond the walls of tJio 
Genevan Assembly Hall. On the 30th Juno, wlien the Emperor Haile 
Selassie rose to speak with the treble claim to consideration that was 
conferred on him by his personahty, by his rank, and by his fate, his 
opening words were drowned in hisses and cat-calls from a gang of 
Italian journalists in the gallery, who had to be removed — resisting 
and gesticulating — by the local police^ before the hcaxl of the 
Ethiopian state could obtain a courteous hearing. In the gallery, 
again, on the 3rd July, a Jewish journalist who wtis a citizen of 
Czechoslovakia made a protest of his own by the tragic a<^t of shooting 
himself and inflicting a mortal wound — ^in order to symbolize, in his 
own person, the bankruptcy of the League of Nations and the 
martyrdom of the Jewish people throughout the World. There was 
a third irruption of violence into the proceedings on the 4th J ul v — 
an irruption which was as ominous as the second and as vulgar as the 
first. Tins was made at a meeting of the Council, when Herr Greisor, 
the Nazi President of the Senate of the Free City of Danzig, hurled 
insults at the President and members of the Council and cocked 
snooks at the spectators.^ It was in vain that Monsieur van Zcelaxid 
gave his colleagues verbal assurances, apropos of these unseemly 


■K journalists had to pass the night iu prison; but, 

beyond that, all that they suffered was an official expulsion, for the duration 
01 tnis session of the Assembly, from the territory — not of the whole Swiss 
Confederation Tint merely of the Canton of Geneva. 

•11 ^ix^^ mterlude in the proceedings at Geneva on the 4th July, 1936, 

wUl be deaJt with, in another context, in the Bufvey for 1930; but it reouires 
to he mentioned m t^ place, in order to indicate the atmosphere in which 
these sessions of the Assembly and of the Council closed. 
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inter L’u]>t ions, that ‘notlung counted or existed for the Assembly 
except what passed in its own bosom’. In the sultry stillness and 
staleness of the Genevan air, these incidents splashed down like those 
first heavy drojvs of rain that portend the inevitable onset of a 
thunderstorm 

After this introduction, it remains to give some account of W’hat 
was said and done in the -tVssembly from the 30th June to the 4th July. 

Ati the oj)omng of this session, the Assembly was presented with 
two new' docamicnts : a communication, dated the 27th June, which 
had been addressed to states members of the League, through the 
Secretary 'General, by Dcjasmach Nasibu on behalf of the Emperor 
Haile vSclassie , and a note of the 19th June, over the signature of the 
new Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Count Ciano, which had 
been addressed on the 20th June to the President of the Assembly. 

The points made in the Abyssinian communication were that the 
Italian military occupation of Ethiopian territory was very far from 
being complete; that, in the still unoccupied part, there was in 
existeiU'C 'a regular Ethiopian Government, set up by the Emperor 
liimsclf \ on wliicli the Emperor had conferred the necessary powers, 
and with wiiieli he was in communication; that the Emperor main- 
tained all his riglits and had never renounced, and was not now 
renouncing, the exercise of them ; and finally — ^the point which was 
most pertinent to the time and place — ^that the Emperor had never 
renounced, and was not now renouncing, his demand upon each of 
the states signatories of the Covenant that they should carry out the 
promises wiiieh they had made to Ethiopia — ^promises which were 
‘clearly inscribed in the articles of the Covenant by the signature of 
each of the states members’. 

The Italian note consisted, in effect, of three parts. The opening 
part presented a rose-coloured picture of Italy’s action vis-d^-vis 
Abyssinia up to date. The middle part set out what a vast amount 
of wrolfare work there was to be done in Ethiopia, how ready and 
willing Italy wus to do it, and how glad the native inhabitants were — 
and w^oro showing themselves to be — to see Italy undertaking this 
heiieficont task. The concluding part offered the League a gilded 
bridge over which to beat the retreat to which a majority of the 
stat^ members had now manifestly resigned themselves. 

Italy views the work that she has undertaken in Ethiopia as a sacred 
mission of civilization, and proposes to carry it out according to the 
principles of the Covenant of the League of Nations and of other 
international deeds which set forth the duties and tasks of the dyilizmg 
Powers. Italy assures equitable treatment to native populations by 
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promoting their moral and material well-bcmg and thoir wooial ])rogn‘ss. 
In order to associate the native populations with this task of social 
uphftmg, native personalities will sit on a Board of Cbuncil already 
formed tinder the segis of the General Government Bcligions bidicts 
will be fully respected and all cults will be praciLsed freely, providcal 
that they do not run counter to public order and moral pnn(‘ij>les. The 
free use of their original language is guaranteed to eatdi of t-lu' rac(\s 
which inhabit Ethiopia [see appendix No, 4], Slavery and forcotl labour, 
which were a blot of infamy on the old regime, are now suppi’t^sst*d 
[see report of Advisory Commission of Experts on Slavery, L(‘ague of 
Nations document No C. 189], Taxes levied on the people will be used 
exclusively to meet local requirements. 

Italy, on her part, is willing to accept the principle that natives 
should not be compelled to other military duties than local poludng 
and territorial defence. Measures will be taken to guarante(‘ freinlom 
of transit and communications and fail* treatment for tlii' trade of all 
countries. 

Italy will consider it an honour to inform the League of Nations of 
the progress achieved in her work of civilizing Ethiopia, of which she lias 
assumed the heavy responsibility. 

The note closed with a hint that Italy’s fellow state nienibcrs 
would find — ^if once they made up their minds to pay tlio inevitable 
price — that a renewal of Italy’s co-operation with them was some- 
thing worth having. 

While expecting the League of Nations to appraise lh(» situation 
now existing in Ethiopia in a spirit of fair understanding, the Italian 
Government declare themselves ready to give once more their willing 
and practical co-operation to the League of Nations iti order to a<‘hievo 
a settlement of the grave problems upon wliich ri^sts the futun^ of 
Europe and of the World. . . . However, the Italian (itovornment 
cannot but recall the abnormal situation m which Italy has beiui {ilaeed, 
and the necessity for the immediate removal of such obstacles as have 
been, and are, in the way of the international co-operation which Italy 
sincerely seeks, and to which she is prepared to give a tangibh^ contribu- 
tion for the sake of the maintenance of peace. 

To a cynical observer, this Italian note read very much as it might 
have been written had it emanated at this juncture from the Foreign 
Office in Downing Street instead of from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Rome. Had the Duce been privately advised from London 
that, for stopping the mouths of British 'midsummer madmen sops, 
and not kicks, were the appropriate means to employ ? Wiiatever 
the purpose of the Italian note, it was the only channel through 
which Italy’s voice was heard at Geneva on this occasion ; for Italy 
was not represented by a delegation. 

At the meeting of the General Committee (Bureau) of the Assembly 
which preceded the opening of the Assembly itself, Monsieur Motta 
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(Switzerland) was reported to have urged, with the support of his 
Hungarian colleague, that the Emperor Haile Selassie, who had come 
to Geneva for the express purpose of addi’essing the Assembly in 
person, should not he allowed to speak — at any rate, not on the 
opening day. This suggestion, however, found no wider support ; and, 
after the Assembly had elected Monsieur van Zeeland (Belgium) to 
be its President in place of Dr. Benes, who had resigned the Presi- 
dency of the League Assembly upon his election to that of the 
Czechoslovak Republic, the Emperor was the first speaker to be 
called upon hy Monsieur van Zeeland^ after the Argentinian delegate, 
Senor Cantilo, who was given the first place of all in his capacity as 
representative of the state member at whose instance the Assembly 
had been reconvened. 

Senor Cantilo explained that his country’s motives in asking for 
the Assembly to be reconvened had been twofold. On the one hand, 
Argentina had been concerned (notwithstanding the fact that she 
herself could bo certain of having her say, because she was represented 
at this time on the Council) to vindicate the principle of the equahty 
of states by securing an opportunity for the Assembly, as the body 
on wdiich all states members of the League were represented, to be 
seised of an issue of such gravity as the business which was now on 
the agenda. On the other hand, Argentina had much at heart the 
principle of tho maintenance of territorial integrity — a principle 
which, Senor Cantilo explained, was deeply rooted in the tradition 
of international intercourse in Latin America. 

In the Emperor’s speech, which followed next, some of the salient 
passages were tho following : 

1, Haile SelasHie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, am here to-day to claim that 
justice that is duo to my people and the assistance promised to it eight 
months ago by fifty-two nations who asserted that an act of aggression 
had been committed in violation of international treaties. None other 
than the Emperor can address the appeal of the Ethiopian people to 
these fifty-two nations. 

There is perhaps no precedent for a head of a state himself speaking 
in this Assembly. But there is certainly no precedent for a people 
being the victim of such wrongs, and being threatened with abandon- 
ment to its aggressor. 

The Emperor went on to recall, with the vividness of an eyewitness, 
the successive turns of the screw of Italian 'frightfulness culminating 
in the device of spraying clouds of poison gas, broadcast, from the air. 

^ Monsieur van Zeeland himselC made a short speech upon taking up the 
Presidonoy, and then proceeded, before calling upon other speakers, to read 
to the Assembly the Italian note. 
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In order to kill off systematically all living creatures, in order Ihe 
more surely to poison waters and pastiiroa, the Italian Command imnle 
its aircraft pass over and over again. That was its chief irndhod of 
warfare. The very refinement of barbarism consisted in carrying 
devastation and terror into the most densely populated ])arts of 
territory— the points farthest removedfrom the seeiie of hostilit i<‘s. ^fhe 
object was to scatter horror and death over a great jiart of tlu^ lOf hioj>ian 
territory. 

These fearful tactics succeeded. Mon and animals su(‘ciimhod ^fhe 
deadly rain that fell from the aircraft made all those wliom it t.()iuiu‘d 
fly, shrieking with pain. AH who di'ank the poisoned water or ate the 
infected food succumbed too, in dreadful suffering. In tens of thousands 
the victims of the Italian mustard gas died. It was to denoum^e to tlic 
Civilized World the tortures inflicted upon the Ethiopian p(»opIe that 
I resolved to come to Geneva. 

In passing in review the history of the whole affair on its diplo- 
matic side, the Emperor did not hesitate to denounce the conduct 
of France : 

The Italian provocation was obvious. I did not hesitate to a])p('al 
to the League of Nations. . . . Unhappily for Ethiopia this was tlu^ tinu* 
when a certain Government considered that the European situation 
made it imperative at any price to obtain the friendship of Italy. The 
price paid was the abandonment of Ethiopian independence to tlie grt'od 
of the Itahan Government. This secret agreement, contrary to the 
obligations of the Covenant, has exerted a great influence over the c^ourRo 
of events.^ 

The Emperor ended by coming to grips with the issues ponding 
between himself and the Governments of all the states incmborH of 
the League other than Abyssinia and Italy : 

It was constantly repeated that there was not merely a conflict 
between the Italian Government and Ethiopia, but also a ctonflict 
between the Italian Government and the League of Nations. That is 
why I refused all proposals to my personal advantage made to mo by 
the Itahan Government if only I would betray my people and the 
Covenant of the League of Nations, I was defending the cause of all 
small peoples who are threatened with aggression. What have becoruo 
of the promises that were made to me ? . , . 


^ In a later passage, the Emperor denounced France again, this time for 
sabotaging the application of the oil sanction: 

^It was a profound dteappointment to me to note the attitude of a certain 
Government which, whilst tirelessly protesting its scrupulous attachment to 
the Covenant, has eq[ually tirelessly striven to prevent its observance. As 
soon as any measure which was likely to be rapidly effective was proposed, 
pretexts in one form or another were devised to postpone even consideration 

of that measme. And the secret agreements of January 1936 provide for 
this tireless obstruction.’ ^ i-xu viuij xw 
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I assert that th<‘ issue before the Assembly to-day is a much wider 
one [than that of tlie situation created by Italy’s aggression]. It is not 
merely i{uostioii of a settlement in the matter of Italian aggression. 
It is a (luestion of collective security; of the very existence of the 
Ijcague , ot the trust placed by states in international treaties; of the 
value of pn>inisi\s made to small states that their integrity and their 
indepentlen(*t' shall be respected and assured. It is a choice between 
the ])!‘iueipk‘ of the equality of states and the imposition upon small 
Powet's of i lu' bonds of vassalage. In a word, it is international morality 
that is at stah(‘, . . 

No sul)tle n'asoning can change the nature of the problem or shift the 
grounds of the disi'ussion. It is in all sincerity that I submit these 
eonsid(Tations to the Asst^mbly. At a time when my people is threatened 
with extermination, when the support of the League may avert the 
final blow, I may b(‘ allcuvcd to sj)eak with complete frankness, without 
reticence, in all diri‘ctness, such as is demanded by the rule of equality 
betwt'en all slates members of the League. Apart from the Eungdom 
of (5od, is not on this earth any nation that is higher than any 
other, [f a sti’ong (h)vernment finds that it can, with impunity, destroy 
a wt'ak people, tluux the hour has struck for that weak people to appeal 
to tlie L<^ag\ie of Nat ions to give its judgment in all freedom. God and 
History will r(*member your judgment 

Th(‘ initiative has to-day been taken — ^it is with pain that I record 
the fact- -to rais(' sanctions What does this initiative mean in practice 
hut the abamlminKuit of Ethiopia to the aggressor ? . . . Placed by the 
aggressor fa(’(‘. to face with the accomplished fact, are states going to 
set up ihc' t cTriblo precedent of bowing before force ? 

On the 1st fluly the principal speakers were Monsieur Bluna 
(France), Mr. te Water (South Africa), Mr. Eden (U.K.) and Mon- 
sieur Litvinov" (U.S.H.R.). Mr. te Water’s speech on this day and 
Mr, de Vahu'aV on the 2nd were perhaps the only two, in the course 
of a four days’ debate in which the representatives of thirty-two 
countries took part, that rose to the moral level of the speech of the 
Emperor Haile Schissie. 

With a panxdiiial corporate egotism which was characteristic of the 
nationalist, outlook of the age, Monsieur Blum spoke hardly at aU 
about Ethiopia and almost exclusively about Prance — a state mem- 
ber of the l.<eague whose existence as an independent state was not, 
at that moment, in immediate jeopardy. Passing over in silence 
the direct and deadly accusations which had been levelled by the 
Emperor Haile Selassie at Monsieur Blum’s own predecessors in 
office, the new French Prime Minister exerted himself, first and fore- 
most, to assort that 'the factor known as France" had not ceased to 
count, or even diminished in importance, in European affairs. Per- 
haps the most significant passages in his speech were those in which 
he subscribed to the doctrine of the indivisibility of peace and 
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announced that France waa opposed to any reform of the League in 
the French military sense of the verb reformer. 

There is no European conflict in which France might not sooner or 
later find herself mvolved, even against her will. Peace, therefore, as 
we conceive and desire it, is not only the peace of France, but the 
indivisible peace of Europe and the World. . . . 

The cause of the set-back [which the League has just suffered] does 
not he in the Covenant. It lies in the tardy, uncertain and confused 
apphcation of the Covenant. The conclusion to be drawn from this 
set-back is not that the obhgations entailed by the Covenant should be 
relaxed but rather that they should be strengthened. The French delega- 
tion could not therefore accept any plan for reform which would make 
of the League a merely academic consulting body. 

The only direct reference in Monsieur Blum’s speech to the actual 
business on the Assembly’s agenda was a comphmentary allusion, 
at the close, to the note from Count Ciano. 

Mr. te Water’s speech — ^which merits reproduction verbatim^ if 
only space permitted — must be represented here by the following 
passages, which perhaps convey its main purport: 

The Covenant is our international law How could we allow such 
a law to be weakened ? Yet to-day we know that the Covenant is falling 
to pieces in our hands. Fifty nations, led by three of the most powerful 
nations in the world, are about to declare their powerlessness to protect 
the weakest in their midst from destruction. The authority of the 
League of Nations is about to come to nought. My Government desires 
me to say here that this renunciation by the most powerful members 
of the League of the collective decision most solemnly taken by us all, 
under the obligation by which we declared ourselves bound, can alone 
be interpreted as the surrender by them of the authority of the League 
— a surrender of the high trust and ideals of world peace entrusted 
to each member nation of this institution. 

I am to declare that this surrender, if it is agreed upon by the nations, 
cannot be interpreted as impotence to safeguard that trust, but as a 
simple denial of their ability to bear the sacrifices necessary for the 
fulfilment of their obligations. 

The Union of South Africa cannot, without protest, subscribe to 
a declaration to the World which, in their profound belief, will shatter 
for generations all international confidence and all hope of realizing 
world peace. For it is idle to suppose that, by a process of reconstruction 
thereafter, the League can survive as an instrument of world influence 
and peace. 

This action of the Great Powers — ^what will it achieve ? Where will 
it lead us now ? Before, there waa order here. The prestige of the 
League reborn, the hope of the World running high — ^this was the 
picture then. We had succeeded in reducing the disunity of the 
nations to a single variable — ^the sanction front of fifty nations; a 
compression of the disorder of the World into a single manageable group 
—a vast mass movement, an instinctive drawing together of the nations 
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of tho League Those who stood outside watched silently and were 
moving nearer in sympathy. But now ? The hand is bemg thrown m. 
Order is losing to chaos The spectacle of power has hypnotized the 
World 

The nations are arming feverishly — all of us. What will be the end ? 
Where are the Great Powers leading us, who have not the faith to 
persevere ? Are the people of our countries, helpless, iaarticulate, hke 
sheep faemg the terror, to be fed to those engines of destruction which 
the nations are so proudly building ? If not, for what purpose then are 
we pouring out our treasure and exhausting the resources of Science in 
the vastest mass production of armaments ever known to History ? . . . 

Can it be said, can it be justly claimed, that the triumph of the 
organized might of Italy over the undiaciphnod and ill-equipped Black 
armies of Abyssinia was not foreseeable ? Did the fifty nations, when 
they solemnly bound themselves to collective action under the Covenant 
of the League, make the successful resistance of Ethiopia a condition 
precedent to tho fulfilment of their collective obhgation ? . . . 

My Government has again examined its own conduct in this matter 
scrupulously and conscientiously. It can find no new factor in the 
present situation which did not, in fact or potentially, exist when it 
announced its decision from this place to honour its obligations and to 
participate in coUoctive action against the aggressor nation. On the 
contrary, the destruction of Ethiopian sovereignty by Italy and the 
annexation of the territory of a country which at no time menaced 
the safety of Italy, creates now the exact state of affairs which this 
League was designed to avoid, and which we are all stiff pledged to 
prevent by every agreed means in our power, and to refuse to acknowledge. 

If the League of Nations were to refuse that vmdication to any one 
of its members, it would disclose itself a mere pretender ; should Italy 
be held to have succeeded in retaining her spoils, not in spite of the 
authority of the League, but because of tho abdication of that authority, 
what else, then, can this League mean ? 

If the Great Powers, in whose hands in the last resort lies the safety 
of nations, accepting success as the yardstick by which the acts of the 
Covenant-breakers are to be measured, can rebuild on the broken 
pledge, if these are the policies of realism, let them be demonstrated, 
so that we may know whether we may continue to collaborate with 
them in the maintenance and organization of peace. 

And so I beg to announce the decision of my Government that it is 
stUl prepared to maintain the collective action legitimately agreed upon 
by the resolution of this Assembly of the League of Nations on the 
10th October, 1935. 

We offer this course, which, in our deep conviction, will alone main- 
tain the League of Nations as an instrument of security for its members. 
We commend it to this Assembly even at this eleventh hour as the 
only way which will ensure salvation to the nations. 

After Mr. Massey (Canada) had slightly rechifled the atmosphere 
the Aissembly Hall — to which Mr* te Water had succeeded in 
mparting a touch of generous warmth — ^with a faint yet perceptible 
n Kk 
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breath of North-American isolationism, a third representative of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations rose to address the Assembly- 
in the person of Mr. Eden. 

Mr. Eden’s speech, like Mr. te Water’s and Mr. de Valera’s, was 
distinguished by a sincerity in deploring, as well as by a franlcness in 
confessing, the tragic failure of the League to uphold the Covenant 
by saving Abyssinia ; and the genuineness and strength of the feeling 
which was expressed in Mr. Eden’s words were the more remarkable 
in view of the fact that the British Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs was, in ‘this speech, enunciating to his colleagues in the 
Assembly the United Kingdom Government’s thesis that the sanc- 
tions in force against Italy ought now to be abandoned on the ground 
that it had become impossible to make them effective for their 
purpose without imposing on the sanction-taking states a prohibitive 
risk of themselves becoming involved in war. 

Mr. Eden’s speech in the Assembly Hall at Geneva on the 1st July 
was, in fact, on much the same lines and in much the same tone as 
his speech in the House of Commons at Westminster on the 18th 
June. 

Yesterday, we all listened to an appeal by the Emperor of Abyssinia, 
delivered with a dignity which must have evoked the sympathy of each 
one of us. Not one of us here present can contemplate, with any 
measure of satisfaction, the circumstances in which this Assembly 
meets on this occasion. It is an occasion painful for us all. 

In my behef, it is the more necessary, therefore, in the interests of 
every member of the League, and of the League itself as an organization, 
that the facts should be squarely faced. 

What are they ? So far as the appUcation of sanctions in the Italo- 
Abyssinian dispute is concerned, the members of the League have 
together and in common apphed certain economic and financial measures 
which they were in a position to impose and which they thought could 
be made effective by their own action alone — ^yet we are all conscious 
to-day that these measures have failed to fulfil the purpose for which 
they were imposed. It is not that the measures in themselves have been 
without effect, but that the conditions in which they were expected to 
operate have not been realized. The course of military events, the local 
situation in Ethiopia, have brought us to a point at which the sanctions 
at present in force are incapable of reversing the order of events in that 
country. 

That fact is, unhappily, fundamental. Let me make quite clear, then, 
the position of the Government I have the honour to represent. Had 
His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom any reason to 
believe that the maintenance of existing sanctions, or even the addition 
to them of other economic measures, would re-establish the position in 
Etlnopia, then it would be prepared, for its part, to advocate such a 
policy and, if other members of the League agreed, to join in its applioa- 
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tion. In view of the facts of the present situation in Ethiopia, His 
Majesty’s Government finds it impossible to entertain any such belief. 
In our view it is only military action that could now produce this result. 
I cannot believe that, in present world conditions, such military action 
could be considered a possibility. 

This is the situation with which we are confronted. The realities 
have to be recogmzed. In the light of them I can only repeat, and repeat 
with infinite regret, the opinion that I have already expressed on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom — that, in existing 
conditions, the continuation of the sanctions at present in force can 
serve no useful purpose. At the same time, it is the view of His Majesty’s 
Government that this Assembly should not in any way recognize Italy’s 
conquest over Abyssinia. Moreover, if the harsh realities of the situation 
must determine our attitude towards the maintenance of the measures 
we have adopted, they cannot, in our judgment, involve any modifica- 
tion of the view of Italy’s action expressed by fifty members of the 
League last autumn. 

On the 1st July at Greneva Mr. Eden also repeated an announce- 
ment — ^which he had already made on the 18th June at Westminster 
— ^that, in the event of the sanctions being now taken off, the British 
Government in the United Kingdom were nevertheless prepared, 
for their part, during ‘the temporary period of uncertainty which 
might ensue to stand by the reciprocal assurances of mutual support 
in the Mediterranean in fulfilment of Article 16 of the League 
Covenant^ ‘in the event of the situation arising which would have 
brought them into force were action under Article 16 continuing’.^ 
Mr. Eden also associated himself with the French policy regarding 
the future of the League which had been declared, that morning, 
by Monsieur Blum ; but in this context the British delegate put before 
the Assembly a pertinent question for consideration. 

Was failure due to the fact that there are certain risks which nations 
are not prepared to run save where their own interests are more directly 
at stake than they were in this case ? 

Before sitting down, Mr. Eden also made an allusion to the German 
factor which, in the background, had been influencing — and perhaps 
governing — ^the course of the Italo-Abyssinian affair from first to 
last. 

There is another consideration which it is idle to ignore. This dispute 
was not an isolated event in a world which had no other cause for 

^ See section (viii) above. 

* In the House of Commons at Westminster on the 18th June, 1936, the 
terms of Mr. Eden^s statement on this point had been as follows: 

‘It is the view of the Government that this assurance given by this 
country should not end with the raising of sanctions but should continue 
to cover the period of uncertainty which must necessarily follow any 
termination of action under Article 16-’ 
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anxiety. We, as members of a League which is not universal, are 
inevitably conscious in more or less degree of the existence of other 
anxieties. 

Monsieur Litvinov, who spoke next, developed, Avitli his usual 
ability, a thesis which had been adumbrated, that inormiig, by 
Monsieur Blum. While admitting, and indeed rubbing in, the 
disastrousness and the blameworthiness of the fact that, under the 
Italo-Abyssinian test, the League of Nations, after getting under 
way, had come to a standstill without having performed its task — 
and this to the ruin of those who had put their trust in its efficacy 
— ^Monsieur Litvinov went on to argue that this miserable perform- 
ance could not be traced to any inherent defect in the engine of the 
Genevan machine, but was an inevitable consequence of the (perhaps 
deliberate) misconduct of the responsible mechanics in starving that 
engine of the requisite supply of petrol in this particular cose. 
Monsieur Litvinov’s moral was that the engine was a perfectly 
serviceable one, and that this African fiasco was no evidence that 
the Covenant could not still be made to work properly in a European 
trial. 

We have met here to complete a page in the history of the League of 
Nations, a page in the history of international life which it will bo 
impossible for us to read without a feeling of bitterness. We have to 
Hqindate a course of action which was begun in fulfilment of our 
obligations as members of the League to guarantee the independence 
of one of our feUow members, but which was not carried to its conclu- 
sion. Each of us must feel his measure of responsibility and of blame, 
which is not identical for aU, and which depends, not only on what each 
of us did in fact, but also on the measure of our readiness to support 
every common action required by the circumstances. . . . 

At every stage of discussion of the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, my 
Government has declared that it would participate in any action 
provided for under the Covenant and adopted and executed jointly by 
other members of the League. All the decisions of the Co-ordination 
Committee were carried out by my Government without exception 
and with complete loyalty. 

However, sooner than might have been expected, the moment came 
when the necessity for reconsidering the measures adopted at Geneva, 
from t^ angle of their serving any useful purpose, became absolutely 
clear. That moment was when the resistance of the valiant Ethiopian 
troops was broken, when the Emperor and Government of Ethiopia 
left their territory, and when a considerable portion of their territory 
was occupied by the Italian Army. It appeared, then, indubitable that 
by economic sanctioi^ alone it would be impossible to drive the Italian 
Army out of Ethiopia and restore the independence of ^at country, 
and that such an objective could only be attained by more serious 
sanctions, including those of a military nature * 
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Such measures could only be considered if one or seYeral states could 
be found which, in virtue of their geographical position and special 
interests, would agree to bear the main brunt of a military encounter 
Such states were not to be found among us , and, even if they had been 
found, the other states, before deciding on any particular degree of 
co-operation in serious measures, would require guarantees that similar 
co-operation could also be counted upon in other cases of opposing the 
aggressor. Such guarantees were all the more necessary because some 
actions and statements of one European state, whose aggressive inten- 
tions leave no room for doubt — indeed, are openly proclaimed by that 
state itself — indicated an accelerated rate of preparations for aggression 
in more than one direction. The attitude of some countries to these 
actions, and the lenient treatment accorded to their authors, shook 
the behef that those guarantees which I have just mentioned could 
be immediately secured. In view of these circumstances, I came to the 
conclusion, even during the May session of the Council of the League, 
that the further application of economic sanctions was useless, and that 
it was impossible to afford any practical aid to Ethiopia in this way. 
It seems that this conclusion was reached by nearly all members of 
the League. . . . 

There have been attempts to ascribe this lack of success to the League 
Covenant, to its defects and to the present composition of the League. 
Prom this are drawn far-reaching conclusions, which may lead to the 
result that, together with Ethiopian independence, the League itself 
may turn out to have been buried as well. Such attempts and conclu- 
sions must be decisively rejected. . . . 

I assert that Article 16 equipped the League of Nations with such 
powerful weapons that, in the event of their being fully applied, every 
aggression can be broken. Moreover, the very conviction that they 
may be applied may rob the aggressor of his zeal to put his criminal 
intentions mto practice. The melancholy experience of the Italo- 
Ethiopian conflict does not contradict this assertion : on the contrary. 
In this particular case, whether because this was the first experiment 
in the application of collective measures; whether because some con- 
sidered that this case has particular characteristics ; whether because it 
coincided with the preparations elsewhere for aggression on a much 
larger scale, to which Europe had to devote special attention ; whether 
for these or other reasons, it is a fact that, not only was the whole 
terrible mechanism of Article 16 not brought into play, but from the 
very outset there was a manifest striving to confine the action taken 
to the barest minimum Even economic sanctions were limited in their 
scope and their function, and even in this limited scope sanctions were 
not applied by aU members of the League. 

Eour members of the League, from the very beginning, refused to 
apply any sanctions whatsoever. One member of the League bordering 
on Italy refused to apply the most effective sanction — ^namely, the 
prohibition of imports from Italy; while, of those countries which 
raised no objections in principle to sanctions, many did not in actual 
fact apply several of them, pleading constitutional difficulties, the 
necessity of ‘study’, &o. Thus, even the embargo on arms was not 
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applied by seven members of the League, financial measures by eight 
countries, prohibition of exports to Italy by ten countries, and prohibi- 
tion of imports from Italy by thirteen countries — ^i.c. 25 per cent, of 
the total membership of the League. It may be said that the Latin- 
American countries, with a few exceptions, did not apply in practice 
the more effective sanctions at all ... 

In such circumstances, it may be said that members of the League of 
Nations, for one reason or another, refrained from bringing Article 16 
completely into play. But it does not follow from this that Article 16 
itself is a failure. 

Monsieur Litvinov then went on to combat, with vigour, the 
proposal that an attempt should now be made to overcome the 
present lack of universality of the membership of the League by 
reducing the content of the Covenant to something that would no 
longer seem objectionable to any of the Powers that were at present 
unwilling to subscribe to the Covenant in its original form. In effect, 
as Monsieur Litvinov pointed out, this would mean the elimination 
of Articles 10 and 16; and that, he declared, was reaUy a proposal 
for ^assuring, within the bosom of the League, the security of the 
aggressor'. 

Monsieur Litvinov closed on a note of studied optimism. For his 
own part, he declared, he felt that a League which had made an effort 
to give some kind of assistance to a victim of aggression was prefer- 
able to a League that had suffered the act of aggression to be per- 
petrated while it passed by on the other side. He considered that the 
League had ‘taken an enormous step forward' in doing even as much 
as it had done in the Italo-Abyssinian case. And his last words were : 

To-day, more than ever, the League of Nations is an international 
necessity. It must live and it must be strong — stronger, in fact, than 
ever. 

On the 2nd July the first speaker was Mr. Bruce (Australia), 
who combined an emphatic advocacy of the abandonment of sanc- 
tions with a search ing examination of the reasons why they had 
failed. If, Mr. Bruce contended, the financial, economic and military 
sanctions contemplated in Article 16 of the Covenant had been 
applied against Italy in their entirety, it could not be doubted that, 
in spite of the League’s lack of universality, Italy’s situation would 
rapidly have been made untenable ; but (the Australian delegate was 
quick to add) the nations, in spite of their devotion to the principles 
of the League, were not disposed to involve their peoples in war in 
a cause in which they did not feel themselves to have any direct 
national interest ; and their present experience had made it evident 
that the imposition of economic and financial sanctions alone, and 
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these only within limits that would rule out the risk of reprisals, 
was a method of applying Article 16 that made success impossible. 

Dr. Munch (Denmark) drew a deduction from what had happened 
which W£is the more sigmficant because it would presumably have 
been endorsed by the representatives of aU the other six states in the 
group of European neutrals. While the sanctions that had been 
applied against Italy had failed to achieve their purpose, it was 
undeniable, Dr. Munch submitted, that the manner in which they 
had been applied — and, above all, their abandonment — constituted 
a precedent which demonstrated the right of states members of the 
League to decide for themselves, in each case, whether the situation 
was such as to require them to impose and maintain sanctions — even 
those of a merely financial and economic order. 

Two other representatives of the European neutral group, Monsieur 
de Graaf (Netherlands) and Monsieur Koht (Norway), who addressed 
the Assembly on the 2nd and on the 3rd July respectively, both gave 
warning, apropos of the question of ‘reforming’ the League, of their 
countries’ distaste for regional pacts. 

Perhaps the most distinguished of the speeches delivered on the 
2nd July was Mr, de Valera’s: 

As has been said already, we are aU of us in some measure responsible 
for this pitiable position, some much more responsible than others. 
Read the speech delivered here by the Emperor of Ethiopia. Does any 
delegate deny that, so far as it relates to what has happened here, there 
is, to his knowledge, truth in every line of it ? 

Perhaps, as the representatives of a small nation that has itself had 
experience of aggression and dismemberment, the members of the Irish 
delegation may be more sensitive than others to the plight of Ethiopia. 
But is there any small nation represented here which does not feel the 
truth of the warning that what is Ethiopia’s fate to-day may well be 
its own fate to-morrow, should the greed or the ambition of some 
powerful neighbour prompt its destruction ? . . . 

The peace of Europe depends, as everyone knows, on the will of the 
Great Powers. If the Great Powers of Europe would only meet now in 
that Peace Conference which wiU have to be held after Europe has once 
more been drenched in blood ; if they would be prepared to make now 
in advance only a tithe of the sacrifice each of them will have to make 
should the war be begun, the terrible menace which threatens us aU 
to-day could be warded off. . . . 

Despite our juridical equality here, in matters such as European 
peace the small states are powerless. As I have already said, peace is 
dependent upon the wiU of the great states. All the small states can 
do, if the statesmen of the greater states fail in their duty, is resolutely 
to determine that they will not become the tools of any Great Power, 
and that they wiU resist with whatever strength they may possess 
every attempt to force them into a war against their wiH. 
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Mr. de Valera was followed by Sir James Parr (New Zealand), who 
told his colleagues that at the present time his countrjunen were 
disappointed and uneasy, and then went on to announce that the 
New Zealand Government (like the South African Government) 
remained favourable to sanctions, to their maintenance and to their 
intensification, and that, if an effective majority of the states 
members of the League were prepared to commit themselves to this 
course, New Zealand would join them in taking it. 

On the 3rd July the new French Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Monsieur Delbos, enlarged upon the theme — abeady propounded by 
MM. Blum and Litvinov — ^that a reform of the League ought to mean, 
not relaxing, but tightening up, the rigour of the Covenant; that 
there ought to be no serious modification of its terms ; but that its 
efficacy might well be increased by arranging for the conclusion, 
within a framework of universahty, of regional pacts between parties 
who would undertake, v%s-dj-vis one another, to go to all lengths in 
putting the Covenant into effect. 

On the afternoon of the 3rd July the debate came to an end in 
two speeches which each sounded a note of warning. The first was 
delivered by Mademoiselle Hesselgren (Sweden), who — speaking not 
so much in the name of her country as in that of the women of the 
World — ^protested against acquiescence in an international situation 
which was so desperate and so uncertain that it might deter the 
women from bringing any more children into the World. The closing 
speech of aU came from Sefior Bassols (Mexico). 

In face of the fait accompli, an attempt is being made to capitaUzo 
the experience of defeat — of still another defeat — by reorganizing the 
forces and international institutions of all countries which are imbued 
- vnth peaceful and truly civilizing intentions, in order to prevent fresh 
disasters in a future pregnant with uncertainty and menace. 

In the face of this, solution two voices have made themselves heard. 
On the one hand, the concrete and dramatic voice of the Ethiopians, 
who win suffer, with the stoic resignation of an age-long exploited race| 
one more affront in the course of history, and who, whether present or 
no at tins Assembly, shall endure as Banquo’s^ ghost called to disturb the 
tranquillity of Geneva’s conscience. 

But, on the other hand, there is the equally respectable voice, which 
like^i^e deserves our attention, of those who not only consider the 
specific facts which have called forth this Assembly, but who, more 
generally, view with suspicion and uncertainty the well-meaning attempt 
to reconstruct a system of international legal action upon the smoking 
remains of failure They believe that the immediate present must 
, necessarily exert its influence as a destructive germ upon all future 
efforts,', and will constitute an internal insoluble contradiction which, 
sooner or later, will destroy the vitality of the whole system. 
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While tlie debate had been verging towards its end, theJ^ading 
spirits in the Assembly had, behind the scenes, been manoeh-^hg 
for position with an eye to the approaching struggle over the trivial 
question whether the failure of the League to do its duty by Abyssinia 
should be exposed in form as mercilessly as it already was in fact, 
or whether the states members should condescend to go through 
another series of twists and turns in the forlorn hope of salvaging 
some vestige of their 'face'. 

In pressing for a complete exposure, the Ethiopian delegation 
might count upon the support of many of the Latin- American states 
members, whose representatives were incensed and disgusted at the 
unwillingness of tlie principal European states members to commit 
themselves unequivocally to the principle of non-recognition of 
territorial changes when these were accomplished de facto through 
the instrumentality of laAvless force. Ethiopia could also count upon 
the sj^’mpathy of the states members of the Balkan and the Little 
Entente, who had made themselves conspicuous by their silence 
during the debate, even though they might hesitate to take any 
positive action that would put a spoke in the wheel of their patrons 
Russia and France. On the other side stood France, Russia and the 
United Kingdom, with Belgium (in the presidential chair) at their 
service. 

The first move was made by Ethiopia, when, on the evening of the 
2nd July, the Emperor Haile Selassie addressed to the Secretary- 
General of the League a letter covering two draft resolutions in the 
following terms: 

The Emperor of Ethiopia has put to the nations assembled at Genova 
certain questions to which, except for a small number of states, the 
Powers have not given a precise answer. In the present tragic circum- 
stances, after a debate of capital importance for the existence of the 
League of Nations and even for the existence of nations who might be 
threatened by future aggressions, it is important that each country, 
frankly, loyally, without equivocation or cleverness of language, should 
take responsibility, by a vote, for its attitude. In order to make possible 
this clear and frank manifestation of the unanimous or majority senti- 
ment of the nations composing the League, the Emperor of Ethiopia 
submits to the vote of the Assembly the two following draft resolutions, 
of which the first does no more than interpret the wish proclaimed by a 
great number of states in the course of the present discussion : 

(1) The Assembly recalls the terms of Articles 10 and 16 of the 
Covenant, to which it declares its faithful adherence. Accordingly it 
proclaims that it will recognize no annexation obtained by force. 

(2) The Assembly, desirous of affording Ethiopia the assistance to 
which Article 16 entitles it, in order that it may defend its territorial 
integrity and political independence, decides to recommend to the 
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GoYemments of the states members to give their guarantee to the 
loan of £10,000,000 which will be issued by Ethiopia under the con- 
ditions to be fixed by the Council after an opuiion has been given by 
the Fmancial Committee of the League of Nations. 

This Ethiopian move appears to have caused some perturbation 
in those quarters in which there was a desire to drape the truth in a 
veil, no matter how transparent. On the morning of the 3rd July 
the Assembly authorized its General Committee to examine the two 
Ethiopian drafts, but it instructed the committee at the same time 
^to extract from the discussions of the recent meetings points that 
might be included in a draft text for subsequent submission to the 
Assembly’. However, the first endeavours to produce a decorous 
alternative to the Ethiopian delegation’s plain speaking did not 
meet with success. At a meeting held on the evening of the 3rd July 
the General Committee proved to be not of one mind; and, after 
three hours of fruitless consultation, the committee, in desperation, 
left the task of draughtsmanship to Monsieur van Zeeland. It was 
not till the morning of the 4th that the President was able to present 
to the Assembly a draft text that was recommended by the General 
Committee unanimously.^ This text read as follows : 

I. The Assembly, 

(1) having met again on the imtiative of the Government of the 
Argentine Republic, and in pursuance of the decision to adjourn its 
session taken on the 11th October, 1935, in order to examine the 
situation arising out of the Italo-Ethiopian dispute ; 

(2) taking note of the communications and declarations which have 
been made to it on this subject; 

(3) noting that various circumstances have prevented the full applica- 
tion of the Covenant of the League of Nations ; 

(4) remaining fi r ml y attached to the prmciples of the Covenant, 
which are also expressed in other diplomatic instruments such as the 
declaration of the American states dated the 3rd August, 1932, excluding 
the settlement of territorial questions by force 

(6) being desirous of stren^heimg the authority of the League of 
Nations by adapting the appHcation of these principles to the lessons 
of experience; 


In the General Committee’s report, covering the draft text, it was men- 
tioned that the Mexican delegation had ‘abstained from taking part in the 
labours of the General Committee for reasons explained in a letter addressed to 
the chair’. 

^ This reference was inserted as a sop to the Latin -Americans. It may be 
noted that Italy was one of the four non- American states which accepted an 
mvitation to adhere to the Rio de Janeiro ‘anti-war treaty’ of the 10th 
(mtober, 1933, in which the principle of the non-recognition of territorial 
changes brought about by force had been incorporated (see the Survey for 
1933, p. 336).— A. J. T, ^ 
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(6) being convinced that it is necessary to strengthen the real effective- 
ness of the guarantees of security which the League affords to its 
members , 

recommends that the Council 

(а) should invite the Governments of the members of the League to 
send to the Secretary-General before the 1st September, 1936, any 
proposals that they may wish to make in order to improve, in the spirit 
or within the hmits laid down above, the application of the principles 
of the Covenant; 

(б) should instruct the Secretary-General to make a fibrst examination 
and classification of these proposals ; 

(c) should report to the Assembly at its next meeting on the state of 
the question. 

II. The Assembly, taking note of the communications and declara- 
tions which have been made to it on the subjeet of the situation arising 
out of the Italo -Ethiopian dispute ; recalling the previous findings and 
decisions in connexion with this dispute; recommends that the Co- 
ordmation Committee should make all necessary proposals to the 
Governments in order to brmg to an end the measures taken by them 
in execution of Article 16 of the Covenant. 

In reading this text to the Assembly, Monsieur van Zeeland 
expressed the opinion that it covered the intention of the first of the 
two Abyssinian draft resolutions, while, with regard to the second of 
these, he recalled that a similar request had already been addressed 
by Abyssinia to the Committee of Thirteen, and had been rejected 
by that body, on the 23rd January.^ 

When this text came up for consideration by the Assembly that 
afternoon, the first speaker was Dejazmach Nasibu; and, in his 
Government's name, he declared an uncompromising opposition to 
the lino which the General Committee was taking : 

On the 3rd July last the Ethiopian Government laid before the 
President of the Assembly two draft resolutions, the definite object of 
which was to allow each of the members of the Assembly to assume 
responsibihty by means of a formal vote, frankly, loyally, without 
ambiguity or tricks of language, for its attitude before the World and 
before History. 

The draft text prepared by the 'Bureau and unanimously recom- 
mended by it to the Assembly does not appear to the Ethiopian delega- 
tion to provide such an opportimity. A draft text consisting of a brief 
statement of reasons, recalling in vague and indefinite terms the events 
which have occurred and the principles of the Covenant, concludes, for 
reasons which the Ethiopian delegation fails to understand, not with 
draft resolutions but with proposals for a recommendation. 

The Ethiopian delegation cannot believe that this form has been 
chosen to evade by subtleties of procedure the categorical decisions 
which it has asked the Assembly to take. 

^ See p. 329, above. 
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The Ethiopian delegation energetically maintains the two draft 
resolutions it has submitted. It ignores the subtleties of procedure, the 
effect of which would be to obtain a vague and ambiguous vote. 

What Ethiopia claims as her right, at this tragic hour of her destiny, 
is a categorical verdict and not a sentence of death by an implied 
recommendation, cleverly drafted in terms which, while abandoning 
the victim to its aggressor, seem to apologize to that aggressor and 
only affirm respect for the principles of the Covenant in order to save 
the League’s face. Are the principles of the Covenant bending reeds 
on which certain 'sacred egoisms’ can lean until these principles give 
way ? 

'W^at Ethiopia asks the Assembly is to express its opinion by an 
unambiguous vote. 

Does the Assembly confirm, yes or no, its una n imous vote of October 
1935, declaring that the Italian Government had committed an unjusti- 
fied aggression against Ethiopia ? 

Does the Assembly confirm, yes or no, its determination not to 
recognize the annexation of a territory obtained by force, in violation 
of the treaties and of the Covenant, at a time when, not only has 
Ethiopian resistance not been broken, but more than half Ethiopian 
territory remains outside Itahan domination ? 

Does the Assembly confirm, yes or no, its determination in default 
of the economic and financial measures whose ineffectiveness is now 
affirmed, after recording and estimatmg their considerable results a 
few weeks ago, to grant to Ethiopia, the victim of aggression, another 
form of assistance ? 

That is what the Ethiopian delegation asks while maintaining its 
draft resolutions. It expressly demands that they should be discussed 
in order that an explicit vote on each of these resolutions may provide 
the Ethiopian people with the honest reply to which it is entitled. 

The Ethiopian delegate’s speech was followed by short statements 
from the representatives of Panama, Canada, South Africa and 
Colombia. 

The Panamanian delegate, Sehor Solis, expressed an opinion of 
the General Committee’s draft which was not unlike Dejazmuoh 
Nasibu’s verdict on it : 

The two resolutions proposed do not meet either the Italian point of 
view, the Ethiopian pomt of view, the point of view of the principles of 
international law, of the prestige of the League of Nations, or the 
anxieties absorbing the attention of the World ; they are not even repre- 
sentative of a real, deep desire to furnish a constructive solution of the 
dispute. It would seem that we are afraid of dealing courageously with 
a situation which, whatever its tendency, is clearly defined, 

Mr. te Water announced that he would not associate himself with 
the General Committee’s draft in any way, and that he would abstain 
from voting if the draft were put to the vote in the Assembly, 

In spite of this apparently rather unpromising reception of the 
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General Committee’s draft, the President showed himself equal to 
the task which he had taken it upon himself to perform. When the 
Ethiopian delegation demanded that the Ethiopian resolutions should 
be given priority over the General Committee’s draft, Monsieur van 
Zeeland submitted that it was 'one of the normal rules of deliberative 
assemblies to give priority to a text prepared by an organ to whom 
you have assigned that duty’; and, taldng silence for assent, he 
proceeded to put the General Committee’s text to the vote by roU- 
call. The results were : 

Votes in favour . . .44 

Votes against ... 1 
Abstentions .... 4 

The states members that abstained from voting were Chile, Mexico, 
Panama and South Africa. The single adverse vote was cast by 
Abyssinia herself. 

When the President was then reminded of the imanimity rule, he 
remarked that it was not a question of a ‘decision’ taken by the 
Assembly, but merely of a vo&u, and that, according to the practice 
followed by the Assembly from the start, vcaux could be adopted by 
a majority vote. Turning next to the Ethiopian delegation’s demand 
that its own two resolutions (which had been submitted in due form, 
as Monsieur van Zeeland himself confessed) should be put to the 
vote at any rate at this stage, Monsieur van Zeeland ruled that the 
first Ethiopian resolution was covered by the Assembly’s V(xu, and — 
again taking silence for assent — ^he passed on to the second Ethiopian 
resolution and in this case accepted the Ethiopian demand for a vote 
by roU-call. This time the results were : 

Votes in favour ... 1 

Votes against . . .23 

Abstentions . . . .25 

And it was Abyssinia, once again, who found herself in a minority 
of one. 

When the results of these two votes taken in the Assembly on the 
4th July, 1936, are compared with what had happened at the session 
of the same body in October 1935,^ it will be seen that the bare 
figures constitute a redmtio ad absurdum of the judgment that the 
League had pronounced and of the measures that it had taken. In 
October 1935 Italy, condemned as an aggressor, had found at any 
rate three states members of the League to save her from the ordeal 

^ See pp. 208 seqq., above. 
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of complete isolation by publicly taking her side. And now, less than 
nine months later, Abyssinia — ^left, twice over, in a minority of one — 
was being penalized, for the double offence of having been conquered 
by Italy and having been abandoned by the League, to a degree 
which Italy had been spared when she was being condemned by her 
peers for the flagrant and deliberate commission of a supreme crime 
against international law and justice. In making themselves respon- 
sible for this paradox, the states members of the League were of course 
condemning neither Italy nor Abyssinia so much as themselves. 

The proceedings at the meeting of the Assembly on the afternoon 
of the 4th July, 1936, ended with a closing presidential allocution to 
the delegates of forty-eight nations from the mouth of Monsieur van 
Zeeland. 

The speaker began by disclaiming any intention of offering the 
Assembly the customary presidential congratulations on the results 
of the work of the session ; but he went on to tell them, nevertheless, 
that they had "had the difficult courage to look reahties in the face^ ; 
and he sought to console them for the "set-back’ which the League 
had received by reminding them that they had "hmited the possibili- 
ties of gaining control of the situation’ from the moment when, in the 
foregoing October, they had decided that the League’s collective 
action should be limited to measures of an economic and financial 
nature. Having thus implicitly accused Abyssinia’s fellow states 
members of never having had any serious intention of doing what 
was required if Abyssinia was to be saved from her impending fate, 
Monsieur van Zeeland had the audacity to ask his colleagues which 
of them — "if by the malice of Fate he was to find himself one day in 
a situation like that of Ethiopia — ^would not be glad, in default of 
something better, to see economic and financial sanctions applied to 
his aggressor by fifty countries’. Finding himself unable to ignore 
the Abyssinian opinion of what the League had done — or failed to 
do — ^Monsieur van Zeeland proceeded to confer a pontifical absolu- 
tion upon his colleagues and himself: 

I do not consider that aU the criticisms — ^however imderstandable — 
which have been by implication brought against us are deserved. I 
have, in so far as I myself and my country are concerned, once more 
searched my own conscience. I believe that many of you, were you to 
do the same, would reach the same conclusion as ourselves. We have, 
indeed, faithfully applied the rules of collective security; we have 
unhesitatingly borne our share, to the fuU extent of our undertakings, 
in all the collective measures which the League has proposed. . . • I 
believe that those amongst us who have acted in this way can, even 
after what has taken place, claim that their conscience is clear ; they 
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have contributed to the work, which we are here attempting to promote, 

everything which it was in their power to give. 

This self-complacent judgment upon the record of the states 
members of the League of Nations during the past nine months fell 
with a strange incongruity from the lips of a President of the Assembly 
who happened at the same time to be the Prime Minister of Belgium ; 
for in 1936 it would have been impossible for any one claiming to 
represent the Belgian Government to present at Geneva any creden- 
tials that would have been recognizable as vahd, supposing that, in 
the ordeal of 1914-18, the states that had subsequently become 
members of a League of Nations had acted towards Belgium, before 
the foundation of the League, as they had been acting in 1935-6 
towards their Abyssinian fellow state member. If, on the 4th July, 
1936, the sun had turned backwards in his course at the challenge 
of Monsieur van Zeeland’s words, and the order of time had been 
reversed, the treatment of Abyssinia in 1935-6 would have constituted 
a calamitous precedent for Belgium in 1914. 

In 1914 the Germans occupied effectively, by military force, the 
whole of Belgium, except for a patch of sand-dunes in one corner of 
the country,^ in one third of the time that it took the Italians, in 
1935—6, to achieve a skeleton military occupation of about two-thirds 
of the Empire of Ethiopia.^ On the 13th October, 1914, the Belgian 
Government left Ostend to find asylum abroad at Le Havre in Erance 
— Cleaving behind on Belgian soil not even an acting civil Government, 
but merely the remnant of a heavily defeated Belgian army. On 
the analogy of the treatment of Abyssinia by her feUow states 
members of the League in 1936, the co-signatories, with Germany, 
of the guarantee treaty of 1839, which was Belgium’s pre-war 
Covenant, would have been entitled, before the close of the year 
1914, to make their private peace with the German aggressor, to 
abandon Belgium to her fate, to refuse all further loans to the refugee 
Belgian Government, and to cut off the supply of arms and munitions 
of war from Great Britain and France to the remnant of the Belgian 
army on the Yser, on the ground that Germany had unfortunately 
now succeeded in achieving her object owing to the unexpectedly rapid 

^ On this particular point, the Serbian experience in the War of 1914-18 is 
still more striking than the Belgian ; for, during more than three years of that 
war, the entire territory of Serbia (as well as the entire territory of Montene^o) 
was under effective enemy occupation, and the Serbian troops that remained 
under arms on active service were serving on foreign soil throughout that 
period. 

* The Italians invaded Abyssinia on the 3rd October, 1936, and entered 
Addis Ababa on the 6th May, 1936. The Grennans invaded Belgium on the 
4th August, 1914, and entered Antwerp on the 10th October of the same year. 



512 


ABYSSINIA AND ITALY 


Sect, xiv 


coUapse of tlie Belgian military resistance. But actually the Allied 
Powers in 1914 would not have needed to sound the 'Cease Fire’; for, 
if the analogy with 1935-6 is pressed home, it is evident that they 
would have been exempted from going to war with Germany in the 
first instance. The British retort to the German invasion of Belgium 
on the 4th August, 1914, in breach of the treaty of 1839, would have 
been merely to apply against Germany a set of financial and economic 
sanctions which would have been carefully selected so as not to 
inconvenience Germany, in the conduct of her war against Belgium, 
France and Russia, to a degree that might perhaps exasperate her 
into retahating by making war upon Great Britain as well. This 
analogy affords a pertinent critique of Monsieur van Zeeland^s closing 
speech at the afternoon meeting of the League of Nations Assembly 
at Geneva on the 4th July, 1936, 

It remains to record that, at Geneva on the 6th July, the delegates 
of the states which had been represented, during the preceding week, 
at the Assembly, resolved themselves into the Co-ordination Com- 
mittee and carried out the second part of the Assembly’s 'oceu of the 
4th July by recommending collectively to one another that they 
should cease to apply the sanctions against Italy as from the 15th 
July.^ Before that date was reached, it became known that the 
French Government took the view that, upon the abandonment of 
action against Italy under Article 16 of the League Covenant, the 
mutual assurances of reciprocal support in the Mediterranean which 
had been exchanged between France and Great Britain^ automatically 
ceased to be operative.® 

In Rome, the 15th July, 1936, was celebrated by Signor Mussolini 
in the following address, which he delivered from the balcony of the 
Palazzo Venezia to an audience of 50,000 people. 

To-day, the 15th July of the year 14 of the Fascist era, a white flag 
has been hoisted in the ranks of world ‘sanctionism’. We would like 
to see in it not only a sign of surrender but also a symptom of the 
return to common sense. 

The merit of this great victory in every field of economy goes whoUy 
to the Italian people ; it goes to the women, to the men, and to the 
children of Italy. 

No one has trembled, no one has flinched; all were ready for any 
sacrifice, so deep was in aU hearts the certainty that civilization and 

^ At this meeting of the Co-ordination Committee on the 6th July, 1936, 
the Polish delegate mentioned that the Committee’s recommendations had 
already been anticipated by the action of his own country. 

* See section (viii), above. 

® Statement by Mr. Eden in the House of Commons at Westminster, in 
answer to a parliamentary question, on the 15th July, 1936. 
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justice would in the end triumph both m Africa and m Europe. It has 
come under the sign of the invincible lictors, and so it will come to- 
morrow and always. 

On the same day in the same place it was announced that the 
Italian forces in Libya were now to be reduced, as an act of ' equiva- 
lent demobihzation', in response to a statement which Had been 
made on the 9th July in the House of Commons at Westminster by 
Sir Samuel Hoare in his new role as First Lord of the Admiralty. 
This British statement was that, while there was ‘no intention of 
withdrawing the British fleet from the Mediterranean’, it was ‘pro- 
posed to release, at a very early date, those units which were sent 
temporarily to the Mediterranean from the home station and from 
other stations abroad’. 

The liquidation of the Anglo-Turkish, Anglo-Greek and Anglo- 
Jugoslav mutual assurances of reciprocal support in the Mediter- 
ranean was announced by Mr. Eden in the House of Commons at 
West m inster on the 27th July — on the representation that ‘happily 
there’ were ‘now specific grounds for aflirming that the position of 
uncertainty’ to which Mr. Eden had referred at Westminster on the 
18th June and at Geneva on the 1st July had ‘now been brought to 
an end’. The diplomatic developments in this domain during the 
intervening weeks were reported in the following terms by Mr. 
Eden on this occasion: 

About the middle of this month the Italian Government made to the 
Governments of Jugoslavia, Greece and Turkey a spontaneous declara- 
tion. The substance of these messages has sinpe been communicated 
to me in London by the Itahan Charge d’ Affaires. From this com- 
munication it emerges clearly that the Italian Government have them- 
selves approached the Turkish, Jugoslav and Greek Governments and 
have given to each of those three Governments the most clear assurances 
that Italy has never contemplated, nor is contemplating, any aggressive 
action against any of them in retahation for then past sanctionist 
policy. In expressing these views the Italian representatives in each 
of these three capitals have also emphasized that Italy considers the 
sanctions chapter as being definitely and completely over and that she 
looks confidently forward towards a new period of mutual co-operation 
among all nations. The Italian Government have also recalled that 
between Italy and Greece and between Italy and Turkey treaties of 
friendship are in existence with which Italy has never failed to comply 
and which the Italian Government intend fully to respect.^ With 
Jugoslavia Italy intends no less to develop the same good relationship 
she enjoys with Turkey and Greece. 

I hope [Mr. Eden continued] the Committee will agree that the 
information which I have just given, and which I must remind the 
^ The Italo-Greek and the Italo-TurkLsh treaty were, of course, instruments 
of the same type as the Italo -Abyssinian treaty of 1928, — ^A. J, T. 
n nl 
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Committee was specifically given to me by the Italian Charge d’AlTairos 
in a memorandum, fully justifies the conclusion that the circumstances 
which, in the view of His Majesty’s Government, had made it deshablo 
to give these assurances, no longer exist. I am, therefore, glad to be able 
to recogmze and to declare that, m the view of His Majesty’s Government, 
there is now no further need for the continuance of these assurances. 

Thus, before the end of July 1936, the grave in which the dead 
sanctions against Italy lay newly buried had been ploughed over 
with such effect that, for an artless eye, it already might have been 
difficult to detect that there had been an interment. 


(xv) The Situation in Abyssinia during the Great Rains ol 193(5 and 
the Examination of the Credentials of the Abyssinian Delegation 
to the Seventeenth Assembly of the League of Nations. 

Before the opening of the session of the League Assembly on the 
30th June, 1936, it was already manifest that Abyssinia’s fellow 
states members intended to abandon her to her fate; and little 
material difference was made by the proceedings at Geneva of the 
30th June — 4th July; for, while the Co-ordination Committee did 
take the positive step of recommending, on the 6th July, the discon- 
tinuance of the sanctions previously in force against Italy, the text 
of the voBu that had been adopted by the Assembly itself on the 
4th J uly left it an open question whether or not the ^ firm attachment ’ 
of forty-four states members to the principle of ruling out the settle- 
ment of territorial questions by force was to receive even a formal 
application in a permanent non-recognition of the accomplished fact 
of an Italian mihtary conquest of the Empire of Ethiopia. 

Before the Assembly dissolved the C3mics were already prophesy- 
ing that the League would now be able to dispense with the brutal 
and invidiously self- condemnatory act of striking the name of 
Abyssinia off the roll of states members.^ Italian purposes, it was 
being suggested, would be sufficiently well served if, at future meet- 
ings of the Assembly or any other organs of the League on which 
Abyssinia might claim to be represented, the credentials of any 

^ June, 1936, Austria did implicitly recognize Italian sovereignty 

over Abyssinia when a new Austrian Minister in Kome presented his letters of 
credence to ‘the King of Italy and Emperor of Ethiopia’. On the other hand, 
^ee other new Ministers— accredited to the Conrt of the Quirinal by Egypt, 
Haiti and Iran—who were received at the same time presented their credentials 
simply to the King of Italy’. On the 7th July the Republic of San Marino 
decided to recognize the annexation of Abyssinia, and similar action on the 
G-erm^y was foreshadowed on the 26th J uly by the announcement that 
the Grerman legation at Addis Ababa was to be replaced by a ConsrJate- 
(^reneral. The Germ^ Government’s formal recognition of the Italian Empire 
was announced on the 24th October, 1936, when the Italian Foreign Minister 
was on a visit to Germany. ^ 
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persons henceforth professing themselyes to be the Imperial Ethiopian 
Government's accredited representatives were always found, by the 
authorities duly constituted for the purpose, to be not sufficiently 
in order to justify the pretenders’ claim to act for a country which 
would stiU be fully entitled to exercise its unabated rights, as a good 
and true member of the League, if only this tiresome point of order 
did not keep on getting in the way. A manoeuvre of the kind that 
had been foreshadowed was in fact attempted — ^though, for the 
moment, without success — when the Assembly met again in Septem- 
ber 1936 for its seventeenth ordinary session; and on this occasion 
the question whether the Emperor Haile Selassie's Government was 
or was not still entitled to representation at Geneva partly turned 
on the question whether, since the Emperor's departure from 
Ethiopian territory on the 2nd May, 1936, and since the military 
occupation of his capital, Addis Ababa, on the 5th, a legitimate and 
effective Ethiopian Government was, or was not, still in existence 
at any point within the Ethiopian frontiers. 

In previous chapters it has already been recorded that the 
existence of such a Government was affirmed by the Ethiopian 
Minister in London in a letter which appeared in The Times on the 
8th May^ and that, in the House of Commons at Westminster on 
the 11th May, Mr. Baldwin had stated his belief in the existence 
of such a Government in Ethiopia at that date.^ The seat of this 
surviving Ethiopian Government on Ethiopian soil was credibly 
reported to be at Gore, in the south-west. 

In the course of the debate in the House of Commons at West- 
minster on the 18th June, Mr. Lloyd George asked Mr. Eden whether 
His Majesty's Government were 'going to stop the whole trade in 
arms with Abyssinia by closing the frontiers ' between that country 
and the surrounding British or British-a dmi nistered territories ; and 
Mr. Eden stated, in reply, that, according to his information, 'the 
independent GaUa tribes ’ in that region of Western Abyssinia where 
the Italians were not in occupation were 'strongly hostile to the 
Emperor’s administration’ and that in this region there was 'no 
Abyssinian authority’. In the same place on the 22nd June, in 
replying to a parliamentary question, the Foreign Secretary re- 
affirmed these statements, and went on to declare that 

Bhs Majesty's Government evidently could not allow arms to go from 

the Sudan into Western Abyssinia so long as there is no probability 

^ See p. 367, above. 

“ See p. 357, above. The existence of the Government was also afGLrmed by 
the Emperor Haile Selassie himself in a statement to the press at Geneva on 
the 26th June, 
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that the arms would be received by any constituted authority or serve 
any purpose other than that of promoting civil war* I have informed 
the Ethiopian Minister in London in that sense. 

In the colloquy that followed, Mr. Mander said that 'he understood 
from what the Eoreign Secretary had said that if there were a Govern- 
ment in Western Abyssinia there would be no objection to arms 
going in ’ ; and Mr. Eden conceded that ' that would be an entirely 
new situation’. 

On the 23rd June The Times published a letter of the 20th June 
from Lord Lugard in which the latter quoted Colonel Sandford — 
a British officer with a long first-hand experience in Abyssinia in the 
Ethiopian Government’s service^ — as a witness to the fact that at 
this time the Ethiopian Government was still in existence and still 
functioning in a number of places. The names of these places were 
given by Colonel Sandford, but Lord Lugard judged that it was 
'perhaps advisable not to repeat’ them. This testimony was cited 
by one of the Opposition speakers, Dr. Dalton, in the debate on the 
23rd June in the House of Commons at Westminster; and it was 
taken by him as a ground for the following specific question to the 
Prime Minister: 

Are you going, in the event of a nucleus of resistance stiU showing 
itself in Western Abyssinia, to do anything to enable these unfortunate 
people, in their gallant fight against enormous odds, to get either arms, 
on the one hand, or, on the other hand, gas masks as an instrument of 
passive defence ? 

On this point, Mr. Baldwin’s reply that evening was as follows : 

The situation in the west and south-west of Abyssinia is extremely 
confused. In the greater part of that area, the population consists of 
non-Amharic tribes who have become hostile to Abyssinian rule. This 
state of affairs has been intensified by the fact that there is no central 
Abyssinian Government in the country. There may be, here and there, 
a local governor, with a number of troops. Since the debate last week 
the existence of one such has come to my right hon. friend’s notice— 
although I am told that his authority is extremely limited— and there 
may be others in a s^ar position. None of them, so far as we are 
aware, are in touch with any authority, within Abyssinia, representing 
the central Government. . . . Though arms could be sent to Gore, it 
seems cl^r from the condition of the country that they could not be 
conveyed from there to any other locality in west or south-west 
Abyssinia with any certainty of their reaching their destination. . 
piere ^ no intention of imposing an embargo on the shipment of arms 
frona this country te Abyssinia, but arms can only be passed across the 
Irontier from the Sudan, or wherever it may be, if they are consigned 

^ See p. 114, footnote, above. 



Sect. XV ABYSSINIA DUEING THE EAINS OF 1936 517 

to a properly constituted authority and if that authority is in a position 

to take delivery.^ 

Thus, on the 15th July, 1936, the day on which the Government 
of the United Kingdom, simultaneously with the Governments of 
the other sanction-taking states, abandoned the embargo upon the 
export of arms to Italy and to the Italian colonies, it remained to be 
seen whether the embargo on the export of arms to Abyssima outside 
the zone of Italian occupation — an embargo which had been re- 
imposed before the 22nd June by the United Kingdom Government 
— was to remain in force. 

Meanwhile, it was evident that the Italian military occupation of 
the Ethiopian Empire was neither complete nor effective ; for while 
there was still about one-third of the territory of the Empire, in the 
west and south-west, where the Italian armed forces had as yet made 
no acte de presence at all, it was also apparent that, even in the 
remainder of the country, the Italian military occupation had con- 
fined itself, up to date, to a 'ribbon development’ which had left 
untouched a number of enclaves of territory — some of them of 
considerable extent — ^in the wide interstices between the main lines 
of communication. 

In the extreme west of the unoccupied portion of Abyssinia, in 
the Lohemti district of Wallega, on the 28th June, an Italian recon- 
naissance party which had landed there from three aeroplanes was 
promptly set upon, and all but one member of the party were killed.^ 
Within the zone of Italian occupation, along the Djibouti-Addis 
Ababa Railway, on the 6th July, a band of Abyssinian guerrillas 
cut the telephone and telegraph wires and tore up a stretch of the 
rails between Akaki and Mojjo, with intent to hold up two Italian 
supply trains ; and, although the arrival of an Italian force frustrated 
the execution of this part of the raiders’ plan, what they did succeed 
in achieving was already enough to demonstrate that, even in a 
section of the occupied zone which it was both particularly easy and 
particularly important for the Italians to patrol, the Italian occupa- 
tion was still far from perfect. Thereafter, on the 28th July, the 
Italian outposts south of — ^but, apparently, at no great distance 
from — ^Addis Ababa itself had to beat off an attack by a party of 

^ This description of the situation in south-western Abyssinia was repeated, 
in substance, a month later, by Mr. Eden, in a statement — ^made in answer to 
a parliamentary question — ^in which he cited the latest reports that had been 
received, up to that date, at Downing Street from the British Consul at Gore. 

® The party had set out by air from Addis Ababa on the 26th June. The 
casualties included a General who was at that time Deputy Chief of the Italian 
Mt Force in Abyssinia. 
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Abyssinian troops which was behoved to have been under the leader- 
ship of a son of Ras Kassa, Dejazmach Aberra.^ 

At this time the Itahan forces in Ethiopia were^ no doubt, labour- 
ing under two handicaps : in the first place, under the excessive 
rapidity with which they had carried out their occupation (as far as 
it had gone) in the latest stage, with a view to forestalling the Great 
Rains ; and in the second place under the seasonally adverse climatic 
conditions produced by the advent of the rains themselves. It 
remained to be seen how the Italian army of occupation and the 
Abyssinian fighting-men who were still under arms against the 
intruders would fare respectively when the first anniversary of the 
Itahan invasion of Abyssinia on the 3rd October, 1935, brought with 
it a return of the dry season. Meanwhile, on the 16th September, 
1936, the following account of the situation in Abyssinia at that 
moment was given in a statement issued to the press on that date 
by the Abyssinian Legation in London: 

In spite of the continuance of the war, the Government in the West 
has been functioning normally under the Governorship of Betwaclad 
Walda Tadik, President of the Senate, assisted by Ras Imru, and by a 
Council composed of several chiefs chosen from among the representa- 
tives of different provmces of the Empire. He exercises his powers in 
the name and in accordance with the instructions of H.M. the Emperor 
Haile Selassie, He has reaffirmed his loyalty to the Emperor and to the 
constitution. In spite of considerable difficulties he has maintained 
direct Haison and communication with the Emperor. Peace reigns and 
pubhe security is maintained and taxes in general are being collected in 
a normal manner in by far the greater part of the territories into wliich 
Italian forces have not yet penetrated. In these territories the civil and 
military Governors and judges are still those who were appointed by 
H.M. the Emperor before hostilities commenced The occupation by the 
Italians of the country, far from being extended, has in some places 
been confined to certain points and in others troops have had to be 
entirely withdrawn. This has been due partly to the setting in of the 
rainy season which has prevented movements of the Italian troops and 
precluded the employment of their weapons of destruction and terror, 
and partly to the fact that the Ethiopian population has recovered from 
the effects of the first shock of surprise, and is opposing a outrarice the 
Italian advance.^ 

^ The Italians claimed to have repulsed these Abyssinian raiders with heavy 
losses — ^includiQg the death of Dejazmach Aberra himself. 

® The contention put forward in the passage here quoted was supported by 
a detailed list of the Ethiopian territories in which the Emperor claimed that 
his own regime was still continuing to function undisturbed. On the other 
hand, a rather different picture of the situation of the moment in Abyssinia (a 
picture which also throws light upon the statements of Ministers in the House 
of Commons at Westminster in June and July 1936) was presented in a letter 
from Mr. Eden to the Secretary- General of the League of Nations which was 
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On the day on which this statement was made public the Abys- 
sinian Legation in London also announced that Abyssinia was sending 
to the session of the League Assembly which was to open at Geneva 
on the 21st a delegation consisting of the Minister accredited to the 
Court of St. James’s, Dr. Martin; the President of the Special Court, 
Monsieur Taezaz ; and the French Legal Adviser to the Abyssinian 
Government, Professor Jfeze. During the next few days reports from 
Rome indicated that, while Italy did not intend to insist upon her 
annexation of the Empire of Ethiopia being recognized by her fellow 
states members as a necessary condition for the resumption by Italy 
of her active participation in the League’s activities, she did make it 
a condition that she should find at Geneva no delegation claiming to 
represent the Emperor Haile Selassie. Accordingly an Italian delega- 
tion to the forthcoming session of the Assembly would not put in an 
appearance at Geneva unless and until the credentials of the persons 
purporting to be Ethiopian delegates had been rejected by the 
Assembly’s Credentials Committee 

communicated "by the latter to the Council and the states members on the 
26th September, 1936: that is, three days after the Assembly had decided, on 
the 23rd of that month, to allow the Abyssinian delegate to sit during the 
session then in course (see p 525, below) Mr. Eden informed Monsieur Avenol 
that, in June and July 1936, certain Galla chiefs in the south-west had asked 
the British Consul at G-ore and the British Commissioner for the Sudanese 
district of Gambela to help them to forward to Geneva a petition requesting 
that a mandate over Western Ethiopia should be conferred on the United 
Kingdom, but the British Secretary of State added that the would-be peti- 
tioners had been informed that the British Government were not m a position 
to fall in with this request. Mr. Eden also reported that towards the end of 
July a serious conflict between GaUas and Amharas had broken out in Jimma, 
and that the Sultan of Gumai had asked the British consul at Gore to transmit 
to his Government a request that these disorders (which appear to have 
arisen out of an attempt on the part of the local Amhara garrison to collect 
taxes) should be brought to the attention of the League of Nations. In a letter 
of the 28th September to Monsieur Avenol, one of the Ethiopian delegates to 
the Assembly, Monsieur Taezaz, confirmed the accuracy of the first of Mr. 
Eden’s two pieces of information, while submitting that the Sultan of Gumaf s 
account of what had happened in Jimma ought not to be accepted without 
corroboration. In the meantime the British Government had been taking 
steps to ensure themselves against any possibility of becoming involved 
poHtically in South-Western Ethiopia when the end of the Great Bams would 
lay the country open again for a fresh advance on the part of the Italian 
invaders. The British consulates at Mega and Maji were closed in May and 
June 1936; and the British consul at Gore, Captain Erskine, who stayed on 
through the summer to look after the interests of the foreign merchants and 
missionaries in his district (some 400 persons all told), finally closed his consulate 
on the 28th September and arrived safely at Gambela, m Sudanese territory, 
on the 10th October. Captain Erskine had actually remained at his post, m the 
interests of the foreign residents and native inhabitants of his consular district, 
for several weeks after the order to withdraw had reached him. — A. J. T, 
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At this moment, on the eve of the opening of the new session at 
Geneva, it was generally expected, both in Italy and elsewhere, that 
the exclusion of the Ethiopian delegation and the return of the 
Italian delegation were foregone conclusions ; for the Italian Govern- 
ment’s position was believed to have been explained to the Secretary- 
General of the League, Monsieur Avenol, on the occasion of a visit 
which he had paid to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Count 
Ciano, at Rome, on the 8th— 9th September and it was also believed 
that, in this mission, Monsieur Avenol had in effect been acting as a 
go-between in an intrigue between the French and British Govern- 
ments on the one hand and the Italian Government on the other. On 
the assumption that the position which the Italian Government had 
taken up had already been privately communicated by Monsieur 
Avenol to the French and British Governments and had then been 
intimated by them to be acceptable from their point of view, it was 
generally taken for granted that these two Powers, acting in concert, 
would now be able to find ways and means of inducing the other 
states members represented in the Assembly to bring the Italians 
back to Geneva on the Italian terms. The essential means to this end 
W£is to secure the appointment of a Credentials Committee of the 
Assembly which might be counted upon to interpret the Covenant 
of the League and the Assembly’s own rules of procedure in a way 
which would exclude from admission the Abyssinian delegation which 
was now about to present itself; and at this point it may be con- 
venient to cite the relevant legal texts before recording the political 
sequel. 

In Article 3 of the Covenant, paragraph 1, it was laid down that 
the Assembly was to ‘consist of representatives of the members of 
the League ’ ; but the Covenant itself contained no statement of the 
circumstances in which membership, when once acquired, was to be 
deemed to have been forfeited. The Covenant merely contained (in 
Article 1, paragraph 1, and Annex) a list of original members and of 

^ Monsieur Avenol gave an accoimt of Ms visit to Rome to the Council of 
the League at a private session on the 18th September. According to an 
unofficial report wMch was subsequently published in the press, Monsieur 
Avenol told the Council that, on receiving an assurance that the Italian 
Government did not intend to raise the question of the status of Abyssinia, 
and that the attendance of Itahan representatives at the Assembly would 
depend solely upon the presence or absence of an Abyssinian delegation, he 
had replied ‘that in that case the only question was whether the Abys- 
sinian delegation would submit valid credentials or not. If the credentials 
were valid the question would remain open, and if they were not it would 
be necessary to take stock of the position.' iTJie Times, 24th September, 
1936.) 
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states which were at once invited to accede without being asked to 
fulfil any special conditions; a statement (m Article 1, paragraph 2) 
of the conditions on which other states, not mentioned in either part 
of the aforesaid list, might subsequently apply for admission to 
membership , and in the third place a statement (in Article 1, para- 
graph 3) of the conditions on which any member of the League might 
voluntarily withdraw. The only light that could be extracted from 
the Covenant in regard to the conditions on which a state member 
which still desired to retain its membership and to continue to 
participate in the League’s activities might be either expelled from 
the League outright or suspended from active participation was to 
be obtamed by drawing an analogy from the conditions (set out in 
Article 1, paragraph 2) which had to be fulfilled by a candidate for 
admission not named in the Annex ; and these conditions were con- 
ceived as follows: 

Any fully self-governing State, Dominion or Colony not named in 
the Annex may become a Member of the League if its admission is 
agreed to by two-thirds of the Assembly, provided that it shall give 
efiective guarantees of its smcere mtention to observe its international 
obhgations, and shall accept such regulations as may be prescribed by 
the League in regard to its military, naval and air forces and arma- 
ments 

If these were also to be taken as the conditions which any and every 
member of the League must continue to fulfil if it was to continue to 
be entitled to retain and to exercise its membership, then, to a lay- 
man’s eye, it might look as though Abyssinia were the only name on 
the previous roll of members which might possibly still have some 
claim to escape erasure in September 1936 ; for while it was perhaps 
a debatable question whether at this date Abyssinia was still a ‘fully 
self-governing state’, it might have been supposed that, in the light 
of the events of the past twelve months, it would be impossible 
either for Italy, who was now a certified and unrepentant covenant- 
breaker, or for her feUow states members other than Abyssinia, who 
had aU failed, by omission, to fulfil their own undertakings under 
Articles 10 and 16, to convince any conscientious Credentials Com- 
mittee of the Assembly that the 'guarantees’ which they had given 
of their 'sincere intention to observe’ their 'international obligations ’ 
could still be considered 'effective’. 

No additional light on the conditions for continuing to enjoy the 
rights of membership, when once these rights had been acquired, was 
to be found in those passages of the Assembly’s Rules of Procedure 
which dealt with the presentation and verification of the credentials 
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of representatives. The relevant passages ran as follows in the text 
which governed the proceedings in September 1936 

Mule 5, 

1. Each member shall communicate to the Secretary-Greneral, if 
possible one week^ before the date fixed for the opening of the session, 
the names of its representatives, of whom there shall not be more than 
three. The names of substitute representatives may be added. 

2 The full powers of the representatives shall be delivered to the 
Secret ary-General, if possible, one week before the date fixed for the 
opening of the session. They shall be issued either by the head of 
the state or by the Minister for Poreign Affairs.® 

3. A committee of mne members for the examination of the creden- 
tials shall be elected by the Assembly on the proposal of the President.^ 
The committee shall report without delay 

4 Any representative to whose admission objection has been made 
shall sit provisionally with the same rights as other representatives, 
unless the Assembly decides otherwise. 

The Abyssinian delegation had already suffered one casualty before 
setting out for Geneva; for Professor Jeze had been deterred from 
attendance by pressure from the Government of the country of 
which the Emperor Haile Selassie’s legal adviser was a citizen and an 
official.® But the vacant place was filled by the Emperor’s American 
adviser, Mr. Colson ; the two other appointees duly travelled ; and the 
British and French delegations were thus confronted with the 
necessity of taking steps to secure the exclusion of Mr. Colson, Dr. 
Martin and Monsieur Taezaz if they were not to resign themselves 
to the continued absence of the Italians. 

The first step that MM. Delbos and Eden did take in these circum- 
stances seems to have been to canvass the delegations to the Assembly 
for volunteers who would agree to serve on the Credentials Com- 
mittee on the understanding that they were pledging themselves in 

^ The text had taken this shape as a result of certain amendments which 
had been adopted by the Assembly on the 26th September, 1 934. The previous 
text, as far as it differs from the amended text, is shown in the following 
footnotes. 

® The words ‘ one week ’ were absent from the original Kules of Procedure 
adopted by the Assembly at its first session. 

® In the original version paragraph 2 ran as follows: ‘Each representative 
shall, as soon as possible, and preferably before the opening of the session, 
present his credentials to the Secretary-General.’ 

^ In the origmal version: ‘A committee of eight members for the examina- 
tion of the credentials shall be elected by the Assembly by secret ballot.’ 

® Professor J^ze was a French citizen holding a professorial chair in the 
University of Paris ; and it was reported that Monsieur Blum’s Government 
had threatened the professor with the forfeiture of his chair (which was a post 
in the French public service) if he were to insist on going to Geneva as a 
member of the Ethiopian delegation on this occasion. 
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advance to find the Ethiopian representatives’ credentials invalid. 
The French and British authors of this intrigue seem to have been so 
sanguine as to have counted upon enlisting the requisite nine recruits 
without having to put down their own names; but by the 20th 
September these Franco -British hopes had been disappointed by a 
failure to find more than two candidates who were willing to serve on 
these exactmg terms. The two obliging delegations were the Hun- 
garian and the Peruvian. On the other hand, Monsieur Bourquin 
(Belgium) — who had been asked to serve as either chairman or 
rapjparteur of the committee, in the expectation that he would prove 
as accommodating as his compatriot Monsieur van Zeeland^ — 
declined to lend himself to these present Franco-British purposes; 
and a number of other delegations, including the Russian, likewise 
rebuffed MM. Eden and Delbos’s advances. It proved impossible to 
find the makings of a committee except on the understanding that 
Great Britain and France should consent to serve and that the other 
volunteers should not have their hands tied. As a result of Anglo- 
French concessions on both these points, it was found possible, late 
on the evening of the 20th, to muster a set of nine states that were 
willing to accept nomination. These nine were France, Great Britain, 
Peru, the Soviet Union, the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, New Zea- 
land, Greece and Turkey ; and among the six of these states which 
were not Great Powers, Peru was the only one that was prepared to 
play into the hands of Great Britain and France, while the other five 
— ^who by themselves would have commanded a majority — found in 
their Soviet Union colleague a leader in the policy of taking care 
to avoid the creation of any precedent which might afterwards be 
used against any other country in Abyssinia’s plight. 

As the nine candidates who had thus been mustered at the eleventh 
hour could not be constituted into a committee of the Assembly 
except by the Assembly’s own act, the opening of the session on the 
morning of the 21st September saw the Abyssinian delegation take 
its place in the Assembly haU as was its right under the rules of 
procedure,^ while the Italian delegation’s place remained empty in 
virtue of the position which the Italian Government had chosen to 
take up. In the course of the same day the Emperor Haile Selassie 
himself arrived in Geneva from London by air. 

^ See p. 285, above. 

“ The Abyssinian delegation had a right to sit provisionally — unless the 
Assembly decided otherwise — even i£ objection had been taken to its admis- 
sion ; but as a matter of fact no official notification of objection to the Abyssinian 
delegation’s presence was filed by any other state member at any stage of this 
session of the Assembly. 
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At the proceedings in the plenary session of the Assembly on 
the 21st, the President communicated the list of nominees for the 
Credentials Committee which had been arranged on the previous 
evening ; and the Ethiopian delegation asked that the names should 
not be put up for acceptance en bloc, but should be voted upon 
individually by secret ballot, which was the alternative form of pro- 
cedure that the Assembly was at liberty to follow. The nine candi- 
dates were duly elected, and on the afternoon of the same day 
Monsieur Pohtis, who had been appointed rapporteur, informed the 
Assembly that the committee, as a result of its first meeting, had 
come to the conclusion that the status of the delegation which had 
presented itself in the Emperor Hade Selassie’s name called for 
further examination. On this ground Monsieur Politis requested, 
and the Assembly agreed, that the credentials of other delegations 
should be accepted, while those of the Emperor’s delegation should 
be reserved for a later report. 

The committee’s unreadiness at this first meeting to fall in with 
the Eranco-British desire that the Abyssinian delegation’s credentials 
should be declared invahd appears to have flowed from a combina- 
tion of considerations. While six states out of the nine which were 
serving shrank from creating a precedent which might one day prove 
prejudicial to themselves, all nine seem to have been moved by the 
tactical consideration that a recommendation to the Assembly in a 
sense unfavourable to the Abyssinian delegation would certaihly be 
parried, on the Abyssinian side, by a request that the question should 
be referred to the Permanent Coxnt of International Justice for an 
advisory opinion — a request which the Assembly could hardly refuse, 
while the acceptance of it would ensure that the investigation would 
be protracted long enough to allow the Abyssinian delegation to 
exercise its privilege of sitting provisionally until the end of the 
current session of the Assembly. The representatives of the small 
states on the committee, headed by Mijnheer Limburg (Netherlands), 
appear to have put forward the opinion that a reference to the Court 
was the course which the committee itself ought to recommend, and 
on the 23rd the committee appointed a sub-committee of jurists to 
advise them in this matter. The jurists appear to have informed the 
committee that, if and while the question was under the considera- 
tion of the Court, the Assembly was at liberty either to let the 
Abyssinians continue to sit provisionally or alternatively to suspend 
them provisionally, just as the Assembly liked. The Erench and 
British representatives on the committee were reported to have 
suggested at this point that the committee mig ht advise the Assembly 
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to suspend the Abyssinian delegation from taking part in the 
Assembly’s proceedings, pending the receipt from The Hague of 
the advisory opinion that was perhaps to be asked for; but if 
this suggestion was really put forward, it was decisively rejected 
by a majority of the committee under the leadership of Monsieur 
Litvinov. 

On the evening of the 23rd the Credentials Committee accord- 
ingly recommended 'that the Assembly should consider the creden- 
tials submitted by the Ethiopian delegation, despite the doubt as to 
their regularity, as sufficient to permit that delegation to sit at the 
present session’ without prejudice to the future. 

This recommendation was embodied in a report setting forth the 
considerations on which it was based. The committee pointed out 
that on the one hand the credentials of the Ethiopian delegation were 
derived from the same authority as on previous occasions, but that 
on the other hand the situation had changed since then in various 
respects. 

The seat of Government [was] no longer in the capital According to 
some of the documents submitted a Governmental authority [was] 
stated to be estabhshed in another part of the country. It [seemed] 
exceptionally difficult to judge of the nature and extent of the power of 
that authority, and of the strength of the connexions still existing 
between it and the head of the state. The question that accordingly 
presented itself to the Committee was whether the head of the state, 
from whom the credentials under examination emanated, was exercising 
his legal title effectively enough to make those credentials perfectly in 
order. The question seemed to the committee an extremely dehcate 
one. No member suggested that it should be settled in the negative and 
that the credentials m question should accordingly be declared to be 
manifestly not m order. None the less, all the members of the committee 
felt some doubt whether they really were in order. 

The report went on to mention that the committee had considered 
the idea of asking for an advisory opinion from The Hague, but had 
rejected it because it would be practically impossible to obtain an 
opinion before the Assembly had concluded its session. 

On these grounds the Credentials Committee made to the Assembly 
the recommendation above mentioned; and this recommendation 
was dealt with by putting the report as a whole to the vote. Out 
of forty-nine delegations voting, thirty-nine declared themselves 
in favour of the adoption of the report ; six (Bulgaria, Panama, Portu- 
gal, Siam, Switzerland and Venezuela) abstained from voting ; and 
four (Albania, Austria, Hungary and Ecuador) voted against the 
report. 
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Thus, during this seventeenth session of the Assembly, the Ethio- 
pian delegation was allowed to retain its seat — though this without 
any assurance of ever being allowed to sit again — while no Italian 
delegation presented itself to embarrass the Credentials Committee 
with the question whether the guarantees given by Italy of her 
"sincere intention to observe’ her "international obligations’ were 
still to be regarded as "effective’. 



APPENDIX 


CHEONOLOGY OF THE ITALO -ABYSSINIAN 
CONFLICT 

1934, Dec. 5. Tighting broke out between Abyssinian and Italian troops at 
Walwal on the borders of Abyssinia and Italian Somahland. Dec. 8, 
Italian representative at Addis Ababa presented protest to Abyssinian 
Government Dec 9, Abyssiman Government proposed that dispute 
should be submitted to arbitration Dec 11, Itahan note demanding 
compensation presented to Abyssinian Government Dec 14, further 
Itahan note repeating demands and rejecting proposal for arbitration. 
Abyssinia reported mcident to League Council. Dec. 16, Italian 
communication sent to League 

1935, Jan. 3. Abyssinian Government asked League to take action under 
Art 11 of Covenant. 

Jan. 10. General de Bono appomted High Commissioner for Eritrea and 
Somahland. 

Jan. 15 Abyssiman memorandum forwarded to League Council. 

Jan. 19. League Council adjourned consideration of the dispute till its 
next session, havmg taken note of letters from Italian and Abyssinian 
representatives declaring that they would avoid further incidents and 
seek a settlement in accordance with the treaty of Aug. 2, 1928. 

Feb. 5-11. Italian Government called up reserves of Peloritana and 
Gavinana divisions Feb, 10, first battahon of Blackshirts embarked 
for East Africa Feb . 23 , first detachments of regular troops embarked 

March 7 General Grazdani appointed to command of forces in Somali- 
land. 

March 8 . Abyssinian note to Italy requesting a settlement by arbitration 
and drawing attention to despatch of Itahan reinforcements March 
18, Itahan Government rephed. 

March 13. Proces-verbal signed at Addis Ababa fixing neutral zone in 
Ogaden. 

March 17. Abyssinian Government referred dispute to League of 
Nations under Art. 15 of Covenant, at the same time calling attention 
to Itahan mihtary preparations. March 22, Itahan note addressed to 
League denying that preparations were being made for agression or 
that Art. 15 was apphcable to the dispute, but consenting to the 
appointment of an arbitration commission. March 29, Abyssinian note 
to League urging that the dispute, together vrith the whole question 
of the Italo-Abyssinian frontier, should be submitted to arbitration 
within thirty days, and that no mihtary preparations should be made 
while the case was being heard. 

April 3. Abyssinian Government asked League Council to consider 
dispute at its forthcoming extraordinary session. April 15, Council 
decided to postpone discussion till May. 
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April 14:. Italian Government informed Abyssinian Government that 
they were prepared to make arrangements for arbitration. April 17, 
Abyssiman Government rephed insisting that arbitrators must deal with 
whole question of frontier as well as with Walwal and other incidents. 

May 7. Statement of policy made by Signor Lessona, Under-Secretary 
for the Colomes, in Itahan Chamber of Deputies. 

May 11, 20 and 22. Further complaints from Abyssinian Government to 
League Council regarding Italian Government’s warhke preparations 
and the Italian attitude towards the composition and terms of refer- 
ence of the Arbitration Commission 

May 21. Decree issued in Rome ordering that holdings of foreign in- 
vestments must be deposited with the Bank of Italy 

May 25. Speech by Signor Mussolini in Itahan Chamber of Deputies on 
readiness to assume supreme responsibihties m defence of Itahan 
soldiers and Itahan territory. 

May 2 5 League Council ad opted two resolutions as to arbitral pro cedure , 
by which frontier incidents since Dec. 5, 1934, were to be submitted 
to arbitration and Italy withdrew her objections to the Abyssinian 
Government’s arbitrators. 

June 6-7. Prehminary meeting of Concihation and Arbitration Com- 
mission. 

June 7. Statement made by Mr. Eden in House of Commons. 

June 8 and 11. Signor Mussolini dehvered patriotic orations at Caghari 
and Sassari. 

Jxme 15, Itahan decree published withdrawing silver coins from 
circulation. 


June 19. Abyssinian Government sent protest to League regardmg 
Itahan press campaign and despatch of troops and material to East 
Africa, They also suggested that the Council should send neutral 
observers to frontier districts. 

June 24-6. Mr. Eden visited Rome and put forward proposals for settle- 
ment involving an exchange of territories. July 1, Mr. Eden reported 
on Zeila offer in House of Commons. 

Jime 25. Commission of Concihation and Arbitration began work 
at Scheveningen ; it suspended its sittings on July 9 because the 
arbitrators could not agree whether or not to examine the question of 
the ownership of Walwal. July 9, interim awards of Commission 
transmitted to League. 

June 30. Itahan revenue and expenditure figures for 1934-5 showed a 
deficit of 2,030,000,000 lire, 975,000,000 hre being accounted for by 
expenditure in East Africa. 

July 3. Emperor Haile Selassie asked U.S. Government to examine 
means for securing the observance of the Briand-KeUogg Pact. July 5, 
U.S. Government virtually rejected this request. 

July 6. Speech by Signor Mussolini at Eboh regarding the irrevocable 
decision taken by the 'revolutionary people of Italy’. 

July 11. Statement by Sir Samuel Hoare in House of Commons. 

July 15. Mobilization of two more Itahan divisions. 

July 18. Declaration of pohcy by Emperor Haile Selassie before the 
Assembly of Notables in Addis Ababa. 
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July 22. Italian Government suspended decree of 1927 fixing Bank of 
Italy’s gold reserve at 40 per cent, of note issue. 

July 25. British Government announced that licences would be with- 
held for the export of arms either to Abyssima or to Italy. 

July 31-Aug. 3 Extraordinary session of League Council. It was 
decided that the question of the ownership of Walwal was not within 
the competence of the Commission on Arbitration. The members of 
the Commission were to designate a fifth arbitrator without delay 
Council to meet agam ‘in any event’ on Sept. 4 to examine situa- 
tion. 

Aug. 1 . Representatives of the British, French and Italian Governments, 
having met at Geneva as signatories of the treaty of Dec. 30, 1906, 
agreed to open conversations with regard to the dispute. 

Aug. 1. Statement made by Sir Samuel Hoare in House of Commons. 

Aug. 1. Decree came into force in Italy establishing official monopoly 
for purchases from abroad of certain raw materials. 

Aug. 7. US. Export-Import Bank refused credits for export of muni- 
tions. 

Aug. 12. Abyssinia appealed to League for removal of restrictions on 
the supply of arms. 

Aug. 15. 150,000 Italians ordered to report for service by the end of 
September. 

Aug. 15-18. Three-Power Conference held in Paris. Italian Govern- 
ment rejected Anglo-French proposals. 

Aug. 19 Commission of Conciliation and Arbitration resumed work. 
M. Pohtis was appointed as the fifth arbitrator. Sept. 3, Commission 
decided unanimously that the Italian Government and their agents 
on the spot could not be held responsible for the Walwal incident, 
while it had not been shown that the local Abyssinian authorities 
could be held responsible either. 

Aug. 22. British Cabinet decided to maintain embargo on arms export 
pending further negotiations. 

Aug. 23. Itahan Government announced additional expenditure of 
2,500,000,000 lire for extraordinary requirements in the colonies. 

Aug. 28. Emergency meeting of Itahan Cabinet at Bolzano. Decrees 
issued regarding conversion of foreign securities, taxation and other 
measures of economy. 

Aug. 29. British Mediterranean Fleet left Malta for the Eastern Medi- 
terranean and was afterwards stationed at Alexandria where, during 
the first half of September, it was reinforced by a large part of the 
Home Fleet. 

Aug. 30. Oil concession reported to have been granted by Emperor 
Haile Selassie to Mr. F. W. Rickett on behalf of an American company. 
Sept. 3, Standard-Vacuum Oil Co. agreed, on the advice of the U.S. 
Department of State, to terminate the concession. 

Aug. 31. President Roosevelt signed joint resolution of Congress on 
arms embargo. Sept, 25, issue of schedule of arms and munitions to 
be subject to embargo. 

Sept, 4. Italian memorandum on conditions in Abyssima presented to 
League of Nations. 
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Sept. 4-6. Further meeting of League Council, which appointed a Com- 
mittee of Five to seek a peaceful solution for the problem as a whole. 

Sept 10 French Ambassador in London made inquiries regarding 
British attitude towards sanctions in the event of a resort to force in 
Europe Sept. 26, British Government replied. 

Sept. 10 Conversation between M. Laval, Sir Samuel Hoare and Mr. 
Eden at Geneva. 

Sept 11-14 Speeches made by Sir Samuel Hoare, M. Laval and other 
statesmen during general discussion by League Assembly 

Sept 14. Communique issued after meetmg of Itahan Cabinet to the 
effect that the Italo-Abyssiman problem did not admit of any com- 
promise and that Itahan defences in Libya were being reinforced. 

Sept. 18. Committee of Five laid its proposals before the representatives 
of Abyssinia and Italy. Sept 22, Baron Aloisi informed Chairman of 
Committee that the Italian Government rejected the proposals. 
Sept. 23, Abyssinian Government accepted proposals as a basis for 
negotiation. 

Sept. 20. The British Ambassador in Rome, Sir Eric Drummond, gave 
Signor Suvich assurances regardmg British mihtary and naval pre- 
parations in the Mediterranean and received similar assurances from him. 

Sept 20 Ratio of Bank of Italy’s gold reserve to notes and sight 
liabihties fell to under 30 per cent 

Sept. 24. Sir Samuel Hoare asked French Ambassador what support 
Great Britain would receive from France in the event of an attack 
before Art. 16 of the Covenant became applicable. Oct. 5, French 
Government replied. 

Sept. 25. Emperor Haile Selassie informed League that Abyssinian 
troops had been withdrawn thirty kilometres from the frontier several 
months previously. He again asked for impartial observers to be sent. 

Sept. 26. League Council considered report of Committee of Five and 
appointed a Committee of Thirteen to draft the report provided for 
by Art. 15, paragraph 4, of the Covenant 

Sept. 29. Emperor Haile Selassie signed order for general mobilization. 

Oct. 2. ‘National mobilization ’took place in Italy. Manifesto issued by 
Signor Mussolini Emperor Haile Selassie protested to League against 
Italian violation of Abyssinian territory at Mussa Ali. 

Oct. 3 Italian forces crossed river Mareb, and occupied Addi Grat on 
Oct. 4 and Adowa on Oct. 6. 

Oct. 4 Itahan Ambassador in London proposed that the British and 
Italian Governments should cancel their respective precautions in the 
Mediterranean. 

Oct. 5. President Roosevelt issued proclamations bringing arms embargo 
into force against both Italy and Abyssinia, and warning U.S. citizens 
not to travel in ships belonging to belligerents. 

Oct. 5. League Council discussed report of Committee of Thirteen and 
appointed Committee of Six to report on situation. This Committee 
met on Oct 5—6 and came to the conclusion that Italy had resorted to 
war in disregard of her covenants under Art. 12 of the Covenant. 
Oct. 7, Council unanimously adopted reports of Committee of Thirteen 
and Committee of Six, the Italian representative dissenting. 
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Oct. 9-11. The Assembly met agam. Tlie delegates of 50 out of the 54 
states represented acquiesced in the findings of the Council. The 
Assembly also set up a Committee to co-ordinate the measures which 
its members might prepare to take under Art. 16. 

Oct. 10. First meetmg of Co-ordination Committee. It appointed a 
smaller committee (the Committee of Eighteen), which held its first 
session on Oct 11-19 and drafted five proposals regarding the arms 
embargo, financial measures and economic sanctions 

Oct 12. M Laval stated that Franco- British collaboration would be 
exercised in the interests of peace. Conciliation was an important 
function of the League 

Oct 14. British Govemmont made mquines of French Government 
regardmg mutual support in the Mediterranean. Oct. 18, French 
Government replied 

Oct. 15. Axum surrendered to Itafians. 

Oct 18 Further assurances given by British Ambassador in Rome 
regarding measures taken m Mediterranean 

Oct 19. Co-ordination Committee adopted five proposals drafted by 
Committee of Eighteen and communicated them to members of the 
League and other states 

Oct. 22 and 23. Statements by Sir Samuel Hoare and JMr. Eden in House 
of Commons. 

Oct 23. Statement by M Laval before Foreign Affairs Commission of 
French Chamber. 

Oct. 26. U.S. Government replied to Co-ordination Committee’s com- 
munication on sanctions, 

Oct. 29. French and British experts reported to have drafted peace 
proposals. 

Oct. 30. Discussions took place on Oct. 30 and Nov. 5 and 12 between 
Sir Eric Drummond and Signor Mussolini regarding reduction of 
forces in the Mediterranean 

Oct. 30- President Roosevelt issued statement regarding trade with 
belligerents. 

Oct. 31-Nov 2. Committee of Eighteen met to consider the execution 
of its five proposals. Nov 2, Dr. Riddell, the Canadian delegate, 
proposed that the embargo should be extended to oil, coal, iron and 
steel (Proposal No, 4a). 

Nov. 1. M. Laval had conversations with Baron Alois! and Sir Samuel 
Hoare at Geneva. 

Nov. 2. Meeting of Co-ordmation Committee, which took note of a 
suggestion from M. van Zeeland that the French and British Govern- 
ments should be entrusted with a mission of conciliation. 

Nov. 6. Committee of Eighteen adopted Proposal No. 4a in principle. 

Nov. 6. German Consul-General at Goneva informed League Secretariat 
that his Government mtended to prevent profiteering arising out of 
trade with belligerents. 

Nov. 7, Italian army occupied Gorahai on southern front. 

Nov. 8. Italian army occupied Makalle on northern front. 

Nov. 11. Abyssinian counter-attack on southern front followed by 
Italian withdrawal. 
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Nov, 11. Italian Government addressed protest to all sanction-taking 
states. Nov. 19, French reply. Nov. 22, British reply. 

Nov. 15. Mr. Cordell Hull stated that the export of certain commodities 
to belligerents was contrary to the policy of the U.S Government. 

Nov. 16. Marshal Badogho appointed to succeed General de Bono as 
Commander -in-Chief and High Commissioner for Eritrea and Somah- 
land. 

Nov. 17. Fascist Grand Council adopted resolution with regard to 
sanctions. 

Nov. 18. Economic sanctions (proposals 2 - 4 ) came into force against Italy. 

Nov. 19. Italian decree issued establishing monopoly m purchase of 
gold from abroad. 

Nov. 21. U.S. Federal Oil Administrator asked oil industry in U.S. A. to 
suspend shipments to Italy. Nov. 22, Mr. Hull declared that the 
Administration might be forced to conclude that certain commodities 
were essential war materials. 

Nov. 21. Franco-British experts resumed discussion of peace plan. 

Nov. 27. M. Laval broadcast a statement on French foreign policy. 

Nov. 27-30 and Dec. 10-12. Meeting of experts appointed to study in- 
formation supphed by Governments as to the application of sanctions. 

Nov. 28. Egyptian Government published decree on appHcation of 
sanctions. 

Nov, 28. Marshal Badogho took over command in East Africa. 

Nov. 29, Meeting of Committee of Eighteen postponed from Nov. 29 
till Dec. 12 at M. Laval’s request. 

Nov. 30. Conversation between M. Laval and Itahan Ambassador in 
Paris. Reported declaration by Itahan Government that oil sanction 
would be regarded as unfriendly act. 

Deo. 5. Statement by Sir Samuel Hoare in House of Commons, 

Dec. 6. Statement by Signor Mussolini in Chamber of Deputies at Rome. 

Dec. 7-8. Sir Samuel Hoare visited Paris and agreed upon draft of 
peace plan with M. Laval. 

Dec. 8. Itahan army occupied Abbi Addi on northern front. 

Dec. 9. Laval-Hoare Peace Plan pubhshed in French press. Dec. 10, 
Plan discussed in House of Commons. Deo. 11, Plan formaUy com- 
municated to Italy ; Abyssinian Legation in Paris issued statement 
regarding it. Dec. 12, Plan communicated to Emperor of Abyssinia ; 
Abyssinian declaration addressed to League, Dec. 12-13, meeting of 
Committee of Eighteen. Dec. 13, Plan communicated to Council. 
Dec. 16, Protest by Emperor. 

Dec. 15-17. Abyssinian counter-attacks on Takazye river on northern 
front. 

Dec. 17. Statement by M. Laval in French Chamber of Deputies. 

Dec. 18. Rejection of the Peace Plan by Signor Mussohni in a speech 
dehvered at Pontinia. Abyssinia addressed another declaration to 
Lea^e followed by notes to France and Great Britain. Resignation 
of Sir Samuel Hoare. 

Dec. 18-19. Meeting of League Council ; Peace Plan abandoned. 

Dec, 19. Statement by Sir Samuel Hoare in House of Commons. 
Meeting of Committee of Eighteen. 
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Dec. 22. Mr. Eden appointed Foreign Secretary, 

Dec. 22. Abyssinians reoccupied Abbi Addi. 

Dec. 27-8. Debate in French Chamber of Deputies. M. Laval escaped 
defeat. 

Dec. 30. Itahan airmen bombed Swedish Red Cross unit. 

1936, Jan. 3. Emperor Haile Selassie proposed that League should send 
a commission to inquire into both behigerents’ methods of waging war. 

Jan 3. Pittman-McReynolds Neutrahty Bill introduced in both Houses 
of U.S. Congress. Jan. 5, Nye Bill introduced. 

Jan. 12. Beginning of Italian advance in south-west which resulted in 
the defeat of Ras Desta’s forces. Jan. 20, ItaHans reached Negelli 

Jan. 19-23. Battle m Tembyen on northern front. 

Jan. 20. Abyssinian declaration forwarded to League asking for 
financial assistance and the imposition of more effective sanctions. 

Jan. 20. Committee of Thirteen drew up report which was adopted by 
Coimcil on Jan. 23. 

Jan. 22. Committee of Eighteen appointed Committee of Experts on the 
Trade in and Transport of Petroleum and its Derivatives. 

Jan. 22. Letters addressed to Chairman of Co-ordination Committee by 
representatives of Czechoslovakia, Prance, Great Britain, Greece, 
Jugoslavia, Rumania and Turkey concerning recent negotiations with 
regard to mutual support m the Mediterranean. Jan. 24, Similar letter 
from Spain. 

Jan. 24. Itahan notes verbales presented to 51 sanction-taking states 
regarding British memorandum of Jan. 22 as to mutual support under 
Art. 16. 

Feb. 1. Article by Signor Mussohni in Popolo d' Italia on the connexion 
between sanctions and war. 

Feb, 3-12. Committee of Experts on the Trade in and Transport of 
Petroleum and its Derivatives met. Feb. 12, Report issued. 

Feb. 5. Fascist Grand Council passed resolution in favour of direct 
control of foreign trade by the state, 

Feb. 11-15. On northern front, Itahans defeated Ras Mulugeta’s army 
at Amba Aradam. 

Feb. 24. Debate in House of Commons. 

Feb. 27-9. Itahan forces drove Ras Kassa and Ras Seyyum out of the 
Tembyen. 

Feb. 28. Itahans occupied Amba Alagi on northern front, 

Feb. 29. President Roosevelt signed resolution amending resolution 
of Aug. 31, 1935, on arms embargo and neutrahty and extending it 
tillMay 1,1937. 

March 1. President Roosevelt urged American exporters not to increase 
trade with belhgerents above peace-time level. 

March 1. Beginning of Battle of Southern Shire on northern front, 
resulting in defeat of Ras Imru and Dejazmach Ayelu, 

March 2. Signor Bova Scoppa, head of Itahan delegation to the League, 
made representations to M. Ilandin concerning the oil sanction. Con- 
versation between M. Flandin and Mr. Eden. Committee of Eighteen 
discussed oil sanction and M. Flandin’s proposal for mediation. 
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March 3 Comnuttee of Thirteen appealed to both belligerents to open 
negotiations for the cessation of hostilities. March 5, Abyssinian 
acceptance March 8, Italian agreement in principle 

March 3 Itahan Council of Mnisters decided to nationalize banks. 

March 3, 4 and 5. Itahan ahmen bombed British Red Cross Ambulance. 

March 7. German Government denounced the Treaty of Locarno and 
proclaimed the remilitarization of the Rhineland 

March 7. Committee of Petroleum Experts met and issued second report 
on imposition of oil embargo. 

March 20. Abysshiian communication to League asking for eftective 
help and stipulating that negotiations must be carried on in the spirit 
of the Covenant March 21, Abyssinian protest to League regarding 
gas attacks on civihans. 

March23. Signor Mussolini amrounced plan for nationalization ofhidustry. 

March 23. Committee of Thirteen instructed its Chairman, Sehor de 
Madariaga, to get into touch with both parties in preparation for 
negotiations Senor de Madariaga approached the Itahan Government 
with regard to Abyssinian complaints of atrocities March 27, Sehor 
de Madariaga asked Itahan Government to send a delegate to Geneva. 

March 31-April 4 Emperor Hailc Selassie defeated at Lake Ashangi. 

April 1 Gondar occupied by Italian troops 

April 1 . Abyssinian note to League, asking once more for assistance 

April 2 Itahan Government invited Sehor de Madariaga to come to 
Rome April 3, Itahan Government answered Sehor de Madariaga’s 
letter of March 23 concerning atrocities. 

April 4. Committee of Thirteen issued interim report. 

April 4. Ecuador abandoned sanctions 

April 5. Itahan troops entered Kworam. 

April 7 . A supreme appeal from the Emperor Haile Selassie to the League 
of Nations was received at Geneva. 

April 8. British memorandum on Itahan use of poison gas circulated to 
Committee of Thirteen 

April 8-10. Committee of Thiz'teen discussed atrocities and mediation. 

April 12. Itahan troops reached Lake Tana. 

April 14-17. Abyssinians driven back on southern front by Italians 
advancing towards Harrar. 

April 15. Itahan troops entered Dessye. 

April 15. Baron Aloisi met Sehor de Madariaga at Geneva and made 
proposals which were rejected by the Abyssinian delegation. 

April 16-18. Meeting of Committee of Thirteen. Apr. 18, Report signed. 

ApriL20. Meeting of Council. 

April 23-5. On southern front Itahans attacked ‘Hindenburg Line’ 
defending road to Harrar. They toolt Daggah Modo on April 23, 
Sasa Baneh on April 29 and Daggah Bur on April 30. 

, April 30. Emperor Hahe Selassie returned to Addis Ababa. 

May 2. The Emperor renounced the direction of affairs and left for 
Djibouti. He left Djibouti in a British warship on May 4 and 
reached Jerusalem on May 8. 

May 5. Marshal Badogho’s forces entered Addis Ababa. A national rally 
was held in Italy and Signor Mussolini declared th at the war was finished , 
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May 6. Debate in House of Commons Speech by Sir Samuel Hoare at 
Caxtoii Hall 

May 7. General Graziani’s troops entered Jigjiga on May 7 and Harrar 
on May 8, and made contact with troops from northern front at Dire 
Dawa on May 9 

May 9. Italian Government issued decree annexing Abyssinia to Italy 
and investing King of Italy with title of Emperor May 10, Marshal 
Badoglio appointed Governor-General of Ethiopia and Viceroy 

May 9-10 . Conference of smaller states (Denmark, Netherlands , N orway , 
Spam, Sweden and Switzerland) at Geneva. 

May 10. Telegi'am addressed to League by Emperor Haile Selassie from 
Jerusalem May 11, Abyssinian representative at Geneva presented 
note to League 

May 11-13 Meeting of League Council Resolution adopted postponmg 
next meeting until after June 15 and maintaining existing sanctions 
in the meantime. 

May 28. Signor Grandi delivered a concihatory message from Signor 
Mussolini to Mr Eden. May 29/June 1, conversations in Rome 
between Signor Suvich and Sn* Eric Drummond. 

June 1 Italian Decree Law for organization and administration of 
Italian East Africa. 

June 2. Argentina requested convocation of special League Assembly 
to consider question of sanctions. 

June 10. Mr. NeviUe Chamberlain, speaking at a diimer given by the 
1900 Club, declared that it would be 'midsummer madness’ to 
mamtain or intensify sanctions June 11, statement in House of 
Commons by Mr. Baldwmwith regard to Mr. Chamberlain’s 'pro- 
visional reflections’. 

June 12 . Gen eral Hertzog declared in the House of Assembly at Capetown 
that the South African Government wished sanctions to be mamtained. 

June 18. Debate in House of Commons Mr. Eden announced that the 
British Government would recommend the abandonment of sanctions. 

June 18. Australian and Canadian Prime Ministers made declarations 
in favour of abolishing sanctions. 

June 19. French Government decided to support abandonment of 
sanctions. June 23, declaration of French policy by M. Blum. 

June 20. Speech by Mr. Baldwin at Wishaw reviewing British pohey 
throughout dispute. 

June 20. President Roosevelt issued proclamation raising embargo on 
export of arms to Abyssinia and Italy . 

June 23. Debate in House of Commons. 

June 23. Haiti abandoned sanctions. 

June 26. Meeting of League Council. 

June 26. Poland abandoned sanctions. 

June 27. Communication addressed to states members of League by 
Ras Nasibu on behalf of Emperor. 

June 29. Italian note of June 19 laid before President of Assembly. 

June 30-nJuly 4. Meeting of Assembly. July 3, Emperor Haile Selassie 
proposed two resolutions. Mexico announced abstention from 
Assembly proceedings. July 4, M. van Zeeland presented draft text 
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to Assembly regarding withdrawal of sanctions, non-recognition of 
annexation and suggestions for reform of League. The draft was 
adopted by 44 votes to 1 ( Abyssmia) with 4 abstentions (Chile, Mexico, 
Panama and South Africa). The second Abyssinian resolution, provid- 
ing for financial assistance, was put to the vote and lost by 23 votes 
to 1 with 25 abstentions. 

July 6. Co-ordination Committee recommended that sanctions should 
cease to be applied as from July 15. 

July 7. Italian annexation of Abyssinia recognized by San Marino. 

July 9. Sir Samuel Hoare stated that British warships which had been 
sent to the Mediterranean from other stations would be released at an 
early date. 

July 15. Itahan Government announced that their forces in Libya 
would shortly be reduced. Signor Mussolini celebrated the end of 
sanctions by a speech from the Palazzo Venezia in Rome. 

July 27. Liquidation of arrangements for mutual assistance in Medi- 
teranean announced by Mr. Eden. 

Sept. 23. Seventeenth session of League Assembly adopted report of its 
Credentials Committee recommending that the Abyssinian delegates 
should retain their seats m the Assembly during the current session. 
Sept. 30, final appeal by Abyssinian delegate. 

Sept. 26. Letter from M*. Eden communicated to States Members of 
League regarding request from GaUa chiefs for British mandate and 
disorders in Jimma. Sept. 28. British consulate at Gore closed. 

Oct. 24. Itahan annexation of Abyssinia recognized by Germany. 

Nov. 12. Annexation of Abyssmia recognized by Austria and Hungary. 


MINISTERIAL CHANGES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE, 

1935-6. 

United Kingdom: 

(Jaimary)~Jum 7, 1935. Prime Minister: Rt. Hon. J. Ramsay Mac- 

Donald. 

„ „ Lord President of 

the Council: Rt. Hon. Stanley Baldwin. 

„ „ Foreign Secretary: Rt. Hon. Sir John Simon. 

„ „ Lord Privy Seal; Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden. 

June 7-Becemler 19, 1935. Prune Minister: Rt. Hon. Stanley Baldwin. 

„ „ Foreign Secretary: Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel Hoare. 

„ „ Mimster for League 

Affairs: Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden. 

December 22, 1935 — Foreign Secretary: Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden. 

June 5, 1936 — First Lord of the 

Admiralty: Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel Hoare. 


France: 


{Jamia/iry)-May 31, 1935. Prime Minister: 

„ „ Foreign Minister 

Jv/ne 7, 1935^anuary 22, Prime Minister; 

1936. Foreign Minister 

January 24~June 4, 1936. Prime Minister; 

„ „ Foreign Minister 

Jmie 4, 1986 — Prime Minister: 

,, Foreign Minister 


M. Flandin. 
M. Laval. 

J M, Laval. 

M. Sarraut. 
M. Flandin. 
M. Blum. 
M. Delbos. 
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Abbi Addi, 387, 388, 390, 39C, 413. 

Aberra, Dejazmach, 518. 

Abyssinia 

Anglo-Franco-Italian Treaty (1906) re- 
garding, 158, 161, ]63, 166, 173, 
178 7L, ]93 n., 196 i\. 
arms : 

explosive bullets, alleged use of, 
409-10. 

imports of — diSiciilty of obtaining 
during and after war, 164-5, 175 
290 Vi., 344, 380 w., 515-17 — 
French attitude regardmg, 123 vz., 
164 and n , 380 n , ; — ^from Great 
Bntam, 42, 165, 410 vz., 515-17 
regulations governing, before the 
war, 122-4; — ^removal of restric- 
tions on, 223, 380 n . ; — ^routes for, 
123, 350, 395, 402. 
sales to unauthorized persons, 
alleged, 124. 

shortage of, durmg war, 372, 377, 
379-80, 408. 

smuggling of, alleged, 124-5. 
state of, at outbreak of war, 379-80. 
supply of, in sixteenth and nine- 
teenth centunes, 11-12. 
transport of, 123 and w., 164 n., 344, 
380 n. 

S^aUo helow wider Italy — campaign, 
army; commissariat system, 373, 405; 
composition and organization of, 
121, 371, 379, 392; Imperial Guard, 
121, 379, 380, 387, 391 vi , 392, 
397 w. ; mobilization of, 151, 199, 
202, 203, 372, 379, 380, 399 ; trainmg 
of, 121, 141; withdrawal of, from 
frontier, 198, 199, 200, 202. 
attitude of, to conflict with Italy, 
10-12. 

backwardness of, 11-12, 113. 

Bank of, 125 n. 

baxbarism, charge of, 20, 21, 113 $eq^., 
151, 191. 

capacity of, for independent develop- 
ment, 114 and n. 

Catholicism, propagation of, 100-1. 
‘colonies’ of, 113, 132 vz., 296. 
concessions, foreign, 125, 193 ; Chertok, 
179vzr.; Riokett, 17^9, 241, 422. 
See cdso helow under Italy, 
constitution, 118-19. 


Abyssinia (cont,) 

Coptic Church, 96 ; and education. 
119 vz. ; as stronghold of national hfe, 
101; luerarchy at Axum, 383-4; 
western views on, 107. 

Crown Prmce of, 133, 398. 
customs duties, 125-6. 
diplomatic pressure upon, question of, 
158, 171-2, 284, 304. 
disarmament of, question of, 196 7i , 
197. 

dynasty: legendary descent of from 
Solomon, 9 ; Shoan, jealousy of, 373, 
383 vz. 

economic development of, question of, 
127-8, 172, 193; prospect of, as 
Italian motive, 421-3. 
education, 117, 118-19 vz. 

Egypt, relations with, 96-7. 

Emperor of, see Haile Selassie. 
Empress of, appeals from, 347, 355. 
feudal system, 11, 115, 117, 121, 372-3, 
374; local chiefs — ^incapacity of, as 
generals, 372, 397 ; — ^loyalty to Em- 
peror, question of, 373-5; — ^resis- 
tance of, to centralized authority, 
11, 115-16, 116-17, 120-1, 372. 
foreign advisers, 119 vz., 120, 121, 128- 
9 and vz., 141, 150, 153, 194, 298, 372, 
379, 622. See also below under 
Reforms. 

foreign trade, 421-2. 
foreigners: attitude to, 128 and n.; 
treatment of, 126. 

Prance: anti-Italian influence, alleged, 
133; frontier moident (18.1.35), 142 
vz.; interests, French, treaty pro- 
visions regardmg, 193 and vz.; Klo- 
bukowski Treaty, 126-6; patronage 
[ of, 12, 21, 27. See also above under 
Anglo-Franco-Italian Treaty; and 
under Addis Ababa-Djxbotjti 
Railway; League oe Nations: 
Abyssinia. 

frontiers: delimitation of, 132-3, 134, 
135, 137 ; incidents on, 131-3, 142 vz. ; 
length of, 41 ; raids across, 40-2, 120 
and vz., 131-2. See cdso below under 
Italy. 

Government: authority of — attempts 
to extend, 42, 115-17 ; — ^Hmitations 
on, 40-2, 115, 117, 120, 132 vz., 372; 
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Abyssinia (cont.) 

Government (cmt) 

Council of Mmisters, 118 and n.; 
mamtenance of, after Emperor’s de- 
parture, 357, 445, 491, 515-17, 525 ; 
methods of, 118-19; retirement of, 
to west, 399; revolts agamst, 1 IS- 
IS, 116-17, 373, 387 n , 404. See also 
under Haile Selassie. 

Great Britain; agreement with (18 3. 
02), 193 71.; aggressive intentions, 
Italian allegations of, 42 ; and 
Rickett Concession, 178-9 ; commis- 
sion for frontier delimitation, 135; 
consulates, closing of, 518-19 ?i.; 
diplomatic relations, 8; hostihty, 
reasons for, 40-2 ; interests, British, 
in Abyssinia, 178 and 193; — 
Anglo-Italian exchange of views on, 
proposed, 144 n. ; — interdepart- 
mental committee on, 42^, 144 n. ; 
— Itahan undertakings to respect, 
177, 192, 255; — treaty provisions 
regarding, 27, 39-40, 193 n.; Napier 
expedition (1868), 11, 363, 367; 
trade with, 422. See, also above under 
Anglo-Pranco-Itahan Treaty, 
history of, 8, 9, 10-12, 101. 
hospitals, foreign, 129, 41 1 and n,, 413 
independence of: earher assaults on, 
10, 11, 101 ; final loss of, threatened, 
12, 96, 101, 190, 454; east African 
commumty to keep, 96, 110, 111. 
India, trade with, 422. 

Italy: 

aims of, question of, 159, 160, 172, 
173, 193, 196 n., 281-2, 361, 381. 
aggression, declaration of: by As- 
sembly, 63, 212, 213, 217, 493, 
508, 509-10; by Council, 63, 203- 
7, 213, 217, 242, 263, 271, 280, 
293 71, ; recantation of, demanded, 
343. 

animosity, development of, 133, 135. 
annexation, declaration of, 358-9, 
470, 483, 497 ; Abyssinian protest 
agamst, 483 n. ; recognition of — 
by Austria and Germany, 614: n.; 
— ^Italian attitude to, 519; — ^re- 
fusal of, 483, 484, 499, 505, 508, 
514. 

Campaign (1895-6), 22, 363, 367, 
373, 380, 382, 384, 385, 391, 392. 
Campaign (1935-6); 
aircraft, use of, 377, 379, 382, 389, 
394, 397, 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 


Abyssinia (coni), 

Italy (co7it.) 

Campaign — aircraft [cmt). 

407 ; — ^for reconnaissance, 384 n., 
386, 404; — ^for spraymg poison 
gas, 3, 7, 12, 24, 219, 370, 396, 
413-14, 493-4; — for transport, 
389 7i., 394, 398. 

armaments, Italy’s overwhelmmg 
superiority in, 366, 372, 377, 
379—80, 389 See also above under 
Arms. 

atrocities, 409-14 ; Abyssiman, 327, 
343, 345-6, 350, 409-11; discus- 
sion at Geneva, 345, 346, 350, 
351-2, 354, 355; Itahan, 219, 
327-8, 341, 343, 345-6, 347, 34971., 
350, 351-2, 355-6, 369, 370-1, 387, 
396, 409, 411-14, 493-4; Jurists’ 
Committee on, 345-6, 409 n. See 
also below under Campaign — 
Bombmg; Churches; and under 
Poison Gas ; Bed Cross 
bases, 365-6, 368, 380-1, 386, 401. 
battles, disastrousness of, for Abys- 
sinians, 372, 385, 390. 
bombing: meffectiveness of, 370, 
401 n, ; mtensive use of, m south, 
401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 407; of 
open towns, 327, 382, 386, 394, 
407, 412-13; of Red Cross units 
— see under Red Cross. 
casualties: Abyssinian, 389 n,, 391, 
393, 405; Itahan, 377-8, 388, 
389 n., 391 n,, 394 7^., 406 7 t., 408 
and\n, 

churches, destruction of, 413, 
civilian population : poison gas used 
against, 219, 327, 341, 370, 396, 
494; relations of, with mvaders, 
369, 373, 382-3, 386, 395. 
communications: Abyssiman, 365, 
373, 389 n, 392 ; Itahan — ^Abys- 
sinian threat to, 384, 388, 390, 404, 
405; — difficulties of, in south, 
365-6, 380-1, 401, 407, 408;— 
length of, 366, 368. 

Danakil Depression, operations in, 
381, 396-7. 

d6bdcle, Abyssinian: causes of, 370 
and n.f 391-2, 396-7; foreign 
vievra on probability of, 284, 290, 
454. 

defections, Abyssiman, 373, 374, 
375, 383^, 386 and n,, 392, 393, 
396, 399, 404, 408. 



INDEX 


539 


Abyssinia (cont ) 

Italy {cont ) 

Campaign {cont). 

French conquest of Morocco com- 
pared With, 367-70. 

guerrilla warfare Abyssmian neg- 
lect of, 371-2, 307 ,* after Italian 
victory, 517-18; in north-west, 
384, 393-4. 

handicaps: Abyssinian, 365, 366, 
372-3, 375, 379-80, 390, Italian, 
326, 361 seqq. 

junction of Itahan forces at Dire 
Dawa, 361, 409. 

labourers, Italian, part played by, 
4, 379, 382, 388 n., 389 , 407 n. 

mechanized units, use of, 366, 377, 
379, 395, 400, 401, 403, 405, 406. 

medical aid, foreign. See under 
Red Gross. 

mobility. Abyssmian, 371 ; Itahan, 
389 and n. 

northern front, 382^01. 

Addis Ababa: aircraft over, 398; 
Itahan advance on, 398-400, 
408 ; Itahan occupation of, 326, 
357, 363, 381 ?2.., 389, 399, 400- 
1, 414, 470, 482, 515. 

Adowa: bombmg of, 382, 386, 
411 ; Itahan occupation of, 382. 
Adowa-Addi Grat Ime, pause on, 
382-3. 

Amba Alagi. Abyssmian concen- 
tration at, 385 ; Itahan occupa- 
tion of, 392. 

Amba Aradam: Abyssinian con- 
centration at, 389, 390 ; Battle 
of, 364, 374, 390-2, 396, 463. 
Axum, surrender of, 383-4. 
concentration of eliorts on, 362, 
380-1. 

Dessye: bombing of, 386, 411; 
Emperor’s head-quarters at, 
375, 386, 392, 396 ; Italian occu- 
pation of, 398 ; threat to, from 
Danakd Depression, 381, 396-7. 
Gondar, Italian occupation of, 
364, 396. 

Kworam,Italiaji occupation of,398. 
Lake Ashangi: Abyssinian con- 
centration at, 393, 396; Abys- 
sinian retreat from, 397-^, 399 ; 
Battle of, 344, 364, 381 w., 397- 
8; Italian advance on, 395-6. 
Lake Tana : Italian advance on, 364, 
394-5 ; Italian occupation of, 395. 


Abyssima {cont.) 

Italy {cont.) 

Campaign — northern front {cont.) 
Leftwmg, Italian, attacks on, 384. 
Makalle: difficulty of holding, 
388 ; Italian advance on, 384-5 ; 
Itahan occupation of, 385, 402 ; 
line south of, pause on, 385, 
386 seqq , 406. 
origmal plan, 382, 385. 
physiographical factors, 362-4. 
position at beginnmg of 1936, 388. 
Semyen, operations m, 395. 
Sokota, Italian occupation of, 396. 
Southern Shire, Battle of, 393, 394. 
Takazye River . Abyssmian retreat 
across, 393, 394; Italian ad- 
vance across, 364, 394; Itahan 
hne advanced to, 387, 394; 
operations in region of (Nov - 
Dec.), 387-8, 414. 

Tembyen* Battles of— (Jan.), 
389-90;— (Feb ), 392-3; ‘mop- 
pmg up’ of, 387, 395; opera- 
tions m (Dec.- Jan.), 387, 388, 
389, 413. 

Walkait, Itahan occupation of, 
395. 

openmg of, 8, 30, 63, 102, 109, 199- 
200, 248, 280, 326, 363, 367, 378, 
380, 381 n., 382, 470, 611 n. 
proclamations, Itahan (Oct.), 383. 
prolongation of, possible results of, 
370, 439, 445. 

rams, effect of, 364, 365, 370, 384- 
5, 388 w., 401, 402, 403, 408. 
sanctions, effect of imposition of, 
on, 369, 385. 
southern front, 401-9: 

Abyssiman successes, 403, 404, 
406. 

Daggah Bur, Itahan occupation 
of, 408 ; — ^reported (Nov.), 403. 
Daggah Modo, Italian occupation 
of, 407. 

Danan, Italian occupation of, 404. 
Dolo, Italian occupation of, 402. 
Gerlogubi, Italian occupation of, 
402. 

Gorahai, Italian occupation of, 
402, 403. 

Harrar: bombmg of, 376, 407, 
413 ; Italian advance towards — 
(Oct.-Nov.), 366, 401-3;— 

(March-Aprd), 407-8; Itahan 
occupation of, 375, 408. 
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Abyssinia (cowi). 

Italy {cont.) 

Campaign — southern front (cont) 
‘Hindenburg Line’, 399, ^7-8. 
Imi, fighting near, 404, 406. 
Italian lack of success, 366, 401, 
403 

Italian withdrawal (Nov.)j ^^3. 
Janagobo, Battle of, 407. 

Jigjiga, Itahan occupation of, 408 
Negelli, Itahan occupation of, 405. 
physiographical factors, 364-6, 
401. 

Sasa Baneh: Italian occupation 
of, 408 ; — ^reported (Nov.), 403 ; 
resistance of, 407-8. 
south-west, operations m, 377 w., 
403-6. 

strategy, Abyssinian infenority m, 
377-8, 389. 

success of: reasons for, ; 

unexpectedness of, 326, 381 and 
72 >., 388 72 '., 389. 

termination of, 185, 221, 326, 334, 
367, 381, 389, 400-1, 408-9, 414, 
482, 500, 511 7i. ; — celebration of, 
in Italy, 105, 357-8. 
transport problems, 362, 365, 379, 
385 and w., 386, 388 72-., 394, 401, 
403, 408. 

truce, reported (8.3.36), 394 n. 

See also under Badoglio, Marshal; 
BE Bono, General; Gbaziani, 
General; Italy; armed forces, 
concessions : Abyssinian readiness to 
grant, 158, 172 ; territorial, ques- 
tion of, 158, 160, 172, 174, 193-4, 
195, 197, 281, 295 seqq, 
consuls: affronts to, 131, 136; 
alleged improper activities of, 
118 n,, 130-1. 

decision to attack, date of, 1, 27-30, 
37. 

diplomatic relations, 8, 27. 
economic aspects of conflict, 12-14, 
24-5, 414iseqq, See aUo under 
Italy: economic and financial 
position. 

firontiers with Italian colonies, de- 
limitation of, 133-4 ; treaties for, 
interpretation of, 134 and 7^., 140, 
146, 150, 162, 163, 166, 167, 168, 171. 
incidents, 131-3, 136. 
interests of: predominance, claim to, 
127, 129, 173; treaty provisions 
regarding, 168, 173, 178 ti., 196 n. 


Abyssinia (cont) 

Italy (co7^^.) 

jomt communique (29.9.34), 27-8, 
133. 

League of Nations and — see under 
League oe Nations. 

‘liberation’, plea of, 10, 196 72-., 237, 
296, 312, 374, 382-3. 
military occupation, extent of, 370 
72,., 511, 617-18. 

mihtary preparations: Ahyssmian, 
121, 122-3, 124-5, 142, 151-2, 
199, 202, 203 ; Itahan, 141-2, 143, 
144, 145, 147, 149, 151, 152, 155, 
156, 159, 162, 163, 173, 175 72'., 
191, 199, 202, 372; — British re- 
action to, 145 ; — cost of, 156, 436- 
7; — ^French reaction to, 144; — 
suspension of, question of, 147, 
149, 155, 169. 

nationals, Itahan : discrimination 
against, alleged, 127, 128-30; 
settlement of, in Abyssima, 130, 
173, 195, 423; — zone of, proposed, 
295, 298-300. 

neutral commissions, Abyssinian 
proposals for, 163, 167, 198, 328. 
neutral zone, 140-1, 198, 199, 202. 
peaceful collaboration declared at an 
end, 182. 

peaceful intentions, assurances of, 
27-8, 133, 139, 142, 145^2'. 
peaceful penetration, attempts at, 
27-8, 127-30, 133. 
press campaign against Abyssinia, 
133, 142, 151, 156, 159, 163. 
profiteermg by other states out of 
conflict, 3, 219, 220-2, 223 n., 
243-4, 248. 

programme, Italian, after conquest, 
491-2. 

protagonists in conflict, 1 seqq, 
protectorate, Italian, question of, 
172, 173, 470. 

railway, Itahan, proposed, 172, 197- 
settlement of conflict, attempts at: 
acceptabflity of, to League, 171, 
284, 286, 289, 306, 310, 321, 461. 
arbitral procedure — see under Wal- 
WAL Incident. 

Committee of Thirteen’s appeal 
(March 1936), dSSseqq., 39471.; 
Abyssinian response to, 339, 342, 
343-4, 347, 348-9, 364; failure 
of, 349, 365 ; Itahan response to, 
339, 341, 343, 347-8, 360, 364, 
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Abyssinia (co7it), 

Italy (coni.) 

settlement of conflict (cont). 

394??-.; renewal of, by Council, 
354, 

negotiations regardmg . Abyssiman- 
Italian, 137-8, 139-40, 142-3, 
146 ; — ^rumours of (March 1936), 
341 ; — suggested (April 1936), 
343, 347-8 ; Anglo-Abyssmian, 
145, 284 ; Anglo-Franco-Abys- 
siman, 139, 158, 167, 172, 173, 
304-5 ; Anglo -Franco-Itahan, 

139, 160, 166-7, 169, 171-4, 177- 
8, 285, 286, 304-5 ; i^glo-French 
— see under Laval-Ho are Plan ; 
Anglo-Itahan, 29, 145, 160, 175; 
Franco-Italian, 163, 166, 281, 
201 . 

proposals for. June 1935 (British), 
29, 157-8, 159-60, 162, 194; 
August 1935 (Anglo-French), 29, 
173-4, 194; Sept. 1935 (Com- 
mittee of Five), 29, 193-7, 285; 
Oct. 1935 (French), 281 ; Dec. 
1935 (Anglo-French) — see under 
Laval-Ho ARE Plan. 
subjugation of whole country, ques- 
tion of, 326, 370 423. 

subversive activities : Abyssinian, 
118 n, ; Italian, 118 and w., 130-1, 
371 n., 373-4,382-3, 408^. 
treaties: frontier — see above under 
Frontiers ; Pact of Friendship 
(2.8.28), 8, 27 ; — arbitration pro- 
visions of, 137, 139, 142, 143, 146, 
147, 149, 154, 170 w.; — economic 
provisions of, 127 ; — ^non-imple- 
mentation of, 127-8, 130; Peace 
Treaty (26.10 96), 373. 
victory, Itahan, reaction to: m 
Italy, 378 ; m other countries, 442 

world-wide repercussions of conflict, 
9-10, 27. 

See also above under Anglo-Franco- 
Itahan Treaty; and below under 
Eeforms ; Roads ; and under 
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roads: construction of — ^by Abys- 
smians, 128, 403 n . ; — by Italians, 
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Ado, 135, 141 

Adowa: Battle of (1896), 22, 373, 382, 
391 392; bombing of, 199-200, 411, 

413; Itahan occupation of, 382. 
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525. 

Allen of Hurtwood, Lord, 69. 

Alliances, reversal of, law of, 70-1. 
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Beaverbrook, Lord, 47 n., 67. 

Beck, Colonel, 472. 

Belgians, King of the, 328. 
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tions and, 76 ; mdefensibility of, 
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mamtenance of, 6-7, 44, 45-6, 451-2, 
459. See also under Domiotons ; 
Gebat BErrArN. 

British Guiana, negro demonstration m, 
108. 

British Oil Development Co., 430. 
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abandonment of sanctions, 458; and 
Laval-Hoare Plan, 317; and Peace 
Ballot, 50; interviews with French 
journalists, 77-8; resignation of, from 
Executive Committee of League of 
Nations Umon, 479. 
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de la Boeque, Colonel, 36. 
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abandonment of, 503. See also v/nder 
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Dictators: careers of, 25-6; inter- 
dependence of, 92 ; success of, 229. 
Dire Dawa, 288, 365, 409. 

'Disraeli, Benjamin, 317 ti. 

n 


Djibouti, 158 w., 357 and n>, 365, 375, 
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Ger]viany: Rhineland; Rulir. 
Government, changes of, 36, 37 n , 456, 
470, 486. 

Great Britain: 

alienation from, 34, 35, 38, 70 seqq., 
160, 162-3, 323, 340-1. 
choice between Italy and, 35 w., 324. 
co-operation with as a condition of 
peace, 78, 189. 

diplomatic conversations: (May 

1935) , 152; (June 1935), 160; 
(July 1935), 162, 163, 166-7; 
(Aug. 1935), 173-4, 177-8 ; (Sept.- 
Oct. 1935), 183 seqq , 253-4, 257 
seqq., 282; (Nov. 1935), 277-8, 
285, 288; (Dec. 1935), 291 seqq., 
303-4. See also under Laval- 
Hoaeb Plan. 

exchange of roles with, 31, 70 seqq. 
reconcihation with, after Napoleonic 
War, 71. 

support of, question of, 35 n., 72, 74, 
75 seqq., 254, 257 seqq., 323, 339. 
understanding with, regarding appli- 
cation of sanctions, 183 seqq , 192, 
265-6. 

views on each other’s policy, 71-9. 
imperialism of, 16-17. 

IWy: 

condonation of aggression by, 31-2, 
38, 72-3, 340, 470. 
dependence on support of, 4, 30, 34, 
72, 145, 152, 326, 340, 352, 494. 
diplomatic conversations : (July 

1936) , 163, 166; (August 1935), 
177-8; (Oct. 1935), 281, 282; 
(Nov. 1936), 266-7, 277, 280, 285; 
(Dec. 1935), 288, 291, 292, 304, 
313; (March 1936), 336-7. 

frontier, armed forces on: reduction 
of, 35-6, 279 ; threatened Italian 
reinforcement of, 279, 280, 336. 
reaction to Italian annexation of 
Abyssinia, 470-1. 

reconciliation with, 33 seqq., 189; 
effect of — on French foreign 
poUcy, 12, 34-5, 138, 171, 285;— 
on French internal politics, 36-^ ; 
— on Italian policy, 29, 141 ; 
reaction to— of Abyssinia, 141 ; — 
of France’s other allies, 33^; 


France (cant.) 

Italy (cant) 

reconciliation with (cant) 

Rome agreements (7.1.35), 12, 38, 
72, 138, 195; — military agreement 
supplementing, 336; — secret 
agreement, reported, 494 and n . ; 
vahdity of, reafi&rmed, 192. 
reply to protest regard uig sanctions, 
238. 

trade with, 440. 

value of, as ally, 34, 35 and n. See 
also above under Great Britain. 
Jugoslavia, relations with, 34-5. 
Leagues, Fascist, 32, 36-8. 
moral courage, lack of, 2, 4, 6, 7, 32. 
motives and attitude of, 4, 31 seqq.^ 
70 seqq , 138, 144, 152-3, 165, 166, 
171, 176, 180, 183-5, 326, 340, 341, 
352-3, 469-70, 476-7, 494. 
navy, difficulty of mobilizing, 267 7?., 
292-3. 

on Committee of Five, 181, 182. 
on Committee of Six, 202. 
on Committee of Eighteen, 224, 226, 
232, 273, 305-6, 336. 
on Co-ordination Committee, 232, 285. 
parliamentary debates : (13.12.35), 320, 
321; (17.12.35), 183, 321; (27-8.12, 
35), 29, 183-4, 287 n., 293 n., 322-6. 
Radical Socialist Party: and Laval-- 
Hoare Plan, 320-1, 322; leadership 
of, 321 n. 

sanctions: attitude regarding, 31, 176, 
184, 224-5, 228, 229, 271, 425, 456; 
— abandonment of, 469-71, 486, 
487 ; — on sanction, 79, 272, 277 seqq.^ 
292-3, 294, 300, 324, 334-6, 494 n. 
See also under Sanctions: military, 
security, collective, attitude to, 2, 

31 seqq., 72-4, 75, 257 seqq. 
short-sightedness of, 4, 38-9, 73. 
U.S,S.R.: anti-French feeling in, 34; 

mutual guarantee treaty with, 34, 72* 
War, attitude to, 2, 447 n., 449 n. 

See also under Abyssinia ; Blum, Mon- 
sieur; Flanbin, Monsieux; Laval, 
Monsieur; League of Nations; 
Moeocco; SteesaFeont. 

Francis Joseph, Emperor, 200 n. 
Franklin-Bouillon, Monsieur, 33. 
Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, 
481 n. 

Gaela, 392. 

GaUabat, 395. 
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Gallaland-Somaliland Slab, the, 360-1, 
365. 

GalJas, the, 112?i., 374, 375, 392, 400, 515, 
518-19 n. 

Ganale Doria, River, 402, 404-5. 

Garcia Oldini, Senor, 354. 

Garibaldi, Giuseppe, 22 

Gayda, Signor, 39, IGG n., 249, 339. 

George, 1^. D. Lloyd, and Council of 
Action, 459; on Stresa Conference, 
148 speeches of — (18.6.36), 445, 446, 

447, 469, 513 (24.6.36), 478 n.. 479- 
80, 481 (38.6.36), 478 n. 

G6raud, Monsieur Andr6, 33. 

Gerlogubi, 137, 141, 402. 

Germany 

aggression by, possibility of, 30, 35, 38, 
77, 78, 91, 251 n., 340, 499-500, 501. 
anti-clerical policy of, 106. 
arms embargo apphed by, 428. 
as competitor for world power, 7, 482. 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian con- 
flict, 90-2. 

collective note to (Locarno, 16.10.35), 
465. 

conscription, reintrodiiction of, 30, 31, 
144. 

Great Bntam, condonation by, of 
Germany’s breaches of treaties, 31, 
74; fear of Germany as factor in 
British attitude, 30, 32, 90, 251 , 

476 ; naval agreement with (18.6.35), 
31, 38, 160, 162, 469 w.; ra^pproche- 
ment with, possibihty of, 35, 71; 
revulsion of British feeling after 
Nazi Revolution, 71. See also below 
under Rhmeland. 

Italy: Austrian question, 35, 92; con- 
flict with, probabihty of, 30; rap- 
prochement with, 183; recognition 
of annexation of Abyssinia, 514 n . ; 
trade with, 92, 427, 428, 435. 
Jugoslavia, rapprochement with, possi- 
bility of, 35. 

Poland, rapprochement with, 35, 82. 
rearmament of, eflect of, on inter- 
national situation, 30, 31, 76-7. 
Rhineland, military reoccupation of, 
79, 91, 339-40, 39491., 432; British 
and Rrench reactions to, 340-1; 
international negotiations following, 
342, 349, 487 n. 

Ruhr, Rranco-Belgian occupation of, 7 1 . 
Rumania, rapprocTiement with, 35. 
sanctions, action r^arding, 92, 237 
and n*y 428, 


Germany (cont) 

security, coUectivo, attitude to, 91. 
settlement with, question of, 461. 
state of mind of, 26. iS'ee also under 
Apeica ; Austeia; France; Hitler, 
Herr. 

Gladstone, Viscountess, 444. 

Goebbels, Dr., 89. 

Gojam, province of, 116. 

Gondar: bombing of, 386; Italian consu- 
late at, attack on, 131, 136, Italian 
occupation of, 364, 395. 

Gorahai, 402, 403, 404. 

Gordon, General George, 130 9?. 

Gore, 357, 515, 518-19 n. 

Grandi, Signor, 255, 343, 359, 465-6. 

Graziani, General, appomted to com- 
mand forces m Somaliland, 151 ; cam- 
paign of, 366, 380, 401 segq. 

Great Britain- 

abdication of Great Power status, 
possible, 6 a7id 7i., 481, 482. 
air attack, special vulnerabihfcv to, 45. 
armed forces, preparedness of for war, 
250-1 n. 

Churches* attitude of, to Italo- 
Abyssmian conflict, 56 seqq , 455, 
458-9 , relation of to state, 56 7i, ; 
See also under Canterbury, Arch- 
bishop of; Durham, Bishop of; 
Westminster, Archbishop of; 
York, Archbishop of. 

Conservative Party: and abandonment 
of sanctions, 444, 451, 465; and 
Laval-Hoare Plan, 67, 314, 316; 
and Peace Ballot, 48-50; dislike of 
League by, 47, 452-3 ; National 
Union of Conservative and Unionist 
Associations, 48-9, 76. 

Council of Action for Peace and Recon- 
struction, 459-60. 

election, general (14.11,35), 5, 54, 65, 
288; campaign for, 54-6, 64, 186- 
7 7i., 283, 287 ; date of, question of, 
54 and n,, 65, 186 n. 
foreign policy: changes in, 9, 32, 53, 65, 
67, 72, 73-4, 81, 183, 187-8, 283, 
284, 315, 317, 443, 468, 479, League 
declared basis of, 52, 53, 54, 58, 66, 
67, 72, 185, 187, 189. 

Free Trade, abandonment of, 13. 
General Strike (1926), 56 n. 
Government: 

and admission of Abyssinian delega- 
tion to Seventeenth Assembly, 
519-20, 622-4. 
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Great Britain (cont) 

Government (cont.) 
and collective security, 2, 4-5, 31, 
Useqq, 72, 74-7, 7S, 185-6, 187, 
ISS, 1S9, 257 seqq,, 318-10, 478-9. 
and Laval— TIotiic l^lan — .see helow 
iuida Criticisms ; Parliamentary 
Supporters; and unde? Laval- 
Hoarb Plajst. 

and Peace Ballot, o, 48, 50, 52-5. 
and Piokctt concession, 178-9. 
and sanctions, 31, 176, 184, 223 seqq , 
271,337,351. 

aibantlonmont of, clianj^c ol policy 
in Franco, question ol, 456, 471 , 
decision legarding — announce- 
nioiit ol, 443, 445-6, 448, 468-9, 
471, 475, 486, 487, 498-0;— re- 
action to, 469, 4ll,9eqq., 486; 
]\Ir. Neville Ch aniborla in's speech, 
443, 462-4, 466-8, 486; uncer- 
tainty regarding policy, 464-6. 

(duo below uyider Criticisms; 
Lead ; Parliamcntarj' Supporters. 
Abyssuuan resistance in relation 
to, 444, 445 

arms embargo, 223, 517. 
importation of Italian goods, 224- 
5, 230-1, 425. 

legal measures required to enforce, 
225. 

military, 184-5, 186, 445-6, 465. 
oil, 184, 236, 271-2, 276, 277, 279, 
203, 294, 300, 336, 337-8, 351, 
432. 


and Sit S. Hoare’s speech m 
Assembly, 5, 180 ?i., 283. 

Cabinet meetings: (22.8.35), 175; 

(24.9.35) , 197; (012.35), 302; 

(17.12.35) , 315; (29.5.36), 460; 
(10.6.36), 406 7i., 469 n, ; (17.6.36), 
469 n. 

eoUeetivo and individual rosponsi- 
lulity, <iuestiou of, 161 n„ 186 a., 
467. 

criticisms of: at homo — on abandon- 
ment of sanctions, 443-4, 466-8, 
400, ^ 476 ; — on date of general 
election, 54, 65; — on delay in 
imposing oil sanctions, 336;— on 
failure to discuss Abyssinian ques- 
tion at Stresa, 148-9 n, ; — on 
Laval-Hoare Plan, 55, 66, 67 seqq., 
302-3, 314 tfcqq , ; — on part played 
throughout condiot, 452-3, 466, 
457, 458, 475, 479-80; — on peace 


Great Britain [cont.) 

Government [cont.) 
criticisms of [co7hi ) 
negotiations, 283-4, 287 , — on 

readiness to defend British posses- 
sions, 59 ; — on reform of League, 
478-9; — on Zeila Corridor pro- 
posal, 162; foreign, 81, 162; — 
French, 31, 71-4, 162; — ^Itahan, 
17, 19, 39-40, 42, 159, 192. 
election pledges, repudiation of, 5, 
66, 67, 283, 315, 316, 319, 444, 
477. 

insincerity of, 5, 185-6, 317, 450-1. 
load by. absence of, m summer ol 
1935, 165, 175; in abandoning 
sanctions, 230, 467, 469, 471, 474, 
476, 482, 486; m application ol 
Covenant, 31, 56, 57, 58. 72-3, 83, 
110, 111,185, 188,22356??., 235-6, 
271, 283, 326, 455, 479 ; in mtensi- 
iymg sanctions, question of, 451, 
459, 476 ; m peaceful change, 61 ; 
in promoting peaceful settlement 
of dispute, 52, 157-8, 169-60 
moral courage, lack of, 2, 4, 6, 7, 32, 
ni, 476. 

jjarliamontary supporters of: atti- 
tude of, regardmg abandonment 
of sanctions, 444, 451 ; numbers of, 
65 and, n. ; pressure from, regard- 
ing Laval-Hoare Plan, 67, 315. 
war, attitude to, 2, 5, 77, 78, 260- 
1 n.. 326, 376, 445-6, 447, 451, 
457, 476. 

See also below under Pubhc Opinion 
— influence of; and under Bald- 
win, Mr. ; Chamberlain, Mr. 
Neville; Edbn, Mr.; Hoabb, Sir 
Samuel ; Simon, Sit John; 

humanitarian sentiment, indulgence 
in, 69, 318. 

h3rpocrisy, accusation of, 17, 39, 60-1, 
74, 159. 

imperialism of, 16-17, 31, 47 m., 
54 73-4, 187. 

isolated action, abstention from, 5, 
54 w., 175, 184 71., 188, 216, 256-7, 
258, 262, 264, 270, 283, 444. 

Italy: anti-British campaign, 28, 42, 
159, 177, 248-9, 254; arms for, em- 
bargo on, 165; British-Italian Coun- 
cil for Peace and Friendship, 
475; dependence on Italian sup- 
port, 30, 145, 340; diplomatic con- 
versations — (Jan.-Peb. 1935), 145; 
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Great Britain {cont) 

Italy (contJ) 

— (June 1935),29, 160;— (Aug 1935), 
175;— (Sept-Oct. 1935), 254^7, 282; 
—(Dec. 1935), 304, 313w;— (May- 
June 1936), 465-6; diplomatic vic- 
tory, Italian, 378 ; Jubaland, cession 
of, 161 ; Red Cross unit in Abyssinia, 
bombing of, 327, 341, 412 ; reply to 
protest from, regarding sanctions, 
238; trade with, 220 w., 434, 435, 
440; war with, possibility of, 43, 
251 253, 258 s^q., 279, 292-3, 
326, 445-6, 451, 455, 476. See also 
under ABYSSnoA: Great Britain; 
Bkitish Empire; Italy: Colomes; 
Meditereaiteah'. 

Jugoslavia, trade with, 434. 

Labour Party: and collective security, 
50, 316, 448 ; and Laval-Hoare Plan, 
314, 315, 317 ; and sanctions, 61, 63; 
— abandonment of, 448, 457, 469, 
478; Conference of, 63; dissensions 
in, 61, 62, 63, National Council of 
Labour, 57, 61, 68, 457, 478 ; parlia- 
mentary leadership of, 62, 63 ; Trade 
Uiuon Congress, 57, 61. 

Liberal Party: National Liberal 
Eederation, 457 ; Women’s National 
Liberal Eederation, 476* 
mandated territories, question of 
ceding, 461. 

motives and attitude of, 6, 39 seqq,^ 
l44r-5, 153, 157-8, 161, 162, 165-6, 
175-6, 183 seqq., 326, 340-1, 442 
seqq. 

Navy — see above under Armed Forces 
and under Meditberanean. 
negro demonstrations, 108. 
on Committee of Five, 181, 182. 
on Committee of Six, 202. 
on Committee of Eighteen, 222, 223, 
224-5, 236, 273, 306-7, 338. 
on Co-ordination Committee, 232, 
286-6. 

Parliamentary debates and questions : 
on Italo-Abyssinian conflict — 

(13.2.35) , 145 ;— (1.5.35), 148 
(21.5.35, H. of L.), 166;— (7.6.35), 
157-8;— (4.7.36), 16271.;— (8.7,35), 
162n.;-(11.7.35), 160-1, 162 w,;— 

(25.7.36) , 165;— (1.8.36), 148n.;— 
(22-3.10.35), 144, 145, 148 7^., 282- 
3;— (24:.10.36, H. of L.), 283;— 

(6.12.36) , 288;— (6.12.36), 66;— 

(10.12.36) , 302-3, 314;— (18.12. 


Great Britain (coti^.) 

Parhamentary debates {coni,) 

on Italo-Abyssinian conflict (cont.) 

35) , 252, 267;— (19 12.35), 69, 78, 
81, 267, 279 n , 293-4 /i., 297 7^., 
299 7z., 304 n., 314-15, 316, 317- 
20,— (24.2.36), 42 7^., 43, 44, 336, 
425 (2 3.36), 184 n. ;— (9.3.36), 
336 7^.,— (30.3.36, H. of L.), 345 
71.;— (6.4.36), 148 7^., 344;— (6.6. 

36) , 148-9 n., 456 ;— (11.5.36), 
357, 515;— (13.6.36), 464-5;— 

(20.5.36) , 465;— (25.5.36), 465;— 

(11.6.36) , 466-8;— (15.6.36), 468- 
9 ;— (18.6.36), 443, 445, 447, 452- 
3, 469, 476, 486, 498, 499 and n., 
515;— (22.6.36), 515-16;— (23.6. 
36), 443^, 446, 447, 469, 616-17; 
—(9.7.36), 513 ;— (15.7.36), 51271. ; 
—(27.7.36), 513-14. See also 
under Laval-Hoaeb Plan. 

on Peace Ballot, 50, 52. 

party organizations : and date of 
election, 54 71., 186 71.; and Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict, 48, 57, 63 ; and 
Peace Ballot, 48-50. 

possessions, readiness to defend, 59, 
451, 452. 

press, comment and correspondence 
in: on Italo-Abyssiman conflict — 
(July-Sept. 1935), 57-63 ;—( Oct. - 
Nov. 1935), 64r-5, 66, 85, 109-10;— 
(Dec. 1935), 67-9, 110; — (May-June 
1936), 444, 453, 456 seqq,; on Peace 
Ballot, 48-60. See also hdow under 
Public Opinion. 

public opimon, 46 seqq. ; Catholic, 
103-4; Die-Hard, 47, 48, 56, 62, 64, 
162, 451, 462, 453, 489; emotional 
satisfaction, question of, 327, 449, 
454; Imperial^t, 69, 74, 162, 451-2; 
influence of, on (^vemment’s policy, 
46-7, 63-4, 55-6, 67, 302, 315-16, 
319 ; influence of press on, 47-8 n, ; 
isolationist, 47-8 ti., 64, 77-8; on 
Italian use of poison gas, SiSn.; 
on Laval-Hoare Plan — see und&r 
Laval-Hoaeb Plan; on mamten- 
ance or abandonment of sanctions, 
443-4, 447-8, 44^^ seqq, 414 seqq,; 
on oil sanction, 337 ; on Peace 
BaUot, 48-53, 44^9 ; on war, 5, 47, 
78, 251 71., 303, 320, 378, 447-8, 449, 
451, 476; on Zeila Corridor pro- 
posal, 162; Pacifist, 47, 51, 66, 58, 
69, 60, 61, 62, 64, 65, 451, 469; 
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Great Britain {co7it.) 
public opinion {cont.) 
sincerity of, 5. See also above under 
Consen^ative Party; Labour Party; 
Press. 

rearmament of, 5, 453 Ti- 
re vengefulness ol, 22 71. 
self-interest as motive of, 31, 39-40, 
42-4, 102, 256, 271, 324. 
short-sightedness of, 4, 39, 47, 449-50. 
U.S.A. : diplomatic contact with, over 
conflict, 244-5 n . ; naval parity 
with, 93. 

world order, special interest in, 44-6, 
54 n., 03, 256, 451-2, 459. 

See also under Aden; Aroit intstan ; 
Africa, South; Austria; British 
Ehipire ; Doivunions ; Kgypt ; 
France; Germany; India; Irish 
Free State ; League of Nations ; 
Malta; Nile; Palestine; Peace 
Ballot; Poison Gas; Red Sea; 
Sanctions : Intensification, Main- 
tenance, Military; Stresa Front; 
Sudan; Suez Canal; Tana, Lake. 
Great Powers * abdication of status 
of, 6, 481-2; reliance of, on own 
strength, 79. See also under League of 
Nations. 

Greece: and mutual support in Mediter- 
ranean, 253, 263, 267-9; Italy, rela- 
tions with, 268 n , ; — ^Italian assurances 
(July 1936), 513 ; on Credentials Com- 
mittee of Seventeenth Assembly, 523. 
See also under Balkan Entente. 
Greenwood, ]\Ir. Arthur, 148 ti., 448, 
452-3, 475. 

Gregory VII, Pope, 103. 

Greiser, Herr, 490. 

Griaule, Monsieur Marcel, cited, 113 ti., 
118 7i., 128 n., 132 71.. 

Guatemala, and sanctions, 217-18 n., 
234. 

Gugsa Araia, Ras, 383 n, 

Gugsa, Dejazmach Haile Selassie, 374, 
383. 

Gugsa Wolie, Ras, 115. 

Gumai, Sultan of, 618-19 n. 

Haile Selassie I, Emperor: 
and peace negotiations, 284, 304-5, 
339. 

and Rickett Concession, 178. 
appeals from; (May 1935), 141 n,, 152; 
(July 1935, to U.S.A.), 163^, 239; 
(Sept, 1935), 198-9 ; (Jan. 1936), 328 ; 


Haile Selassie I, Emperor {co7it). 
appeals from (cont). 

(April 1936), 344, 347, 349, 356-7; 
(May 1936), 483. 

at Assembly* (30 6^.7. 36), 490, 493-5, 
505; (Sept. 1936), 523. 
at Battle of Lake Aahangi, 397. 
at Dessye, 386 n. 
at Djibouti, 357 and w., 408 n. 
at Jerusalem, 357 7i., 483 
beau role of, 3. 
character of, 3, 114. 
continuance of resistance, question of, 
399-400. 

coronation of; as Emperor, 116, 121 ; 

as Negus, 114, 115. 
in England, 357 n , 466. 

Italian offers to, 494 
joins army in north, 396. 
military tactics of, 372, 397. 
on foreign designs against Abyssinia, 
10; on guerrilla warfare, 372; on 
maintenance of Abyssiman Govern- 
ment, 515 n. ; on political expedience 
and justice, 182; on protectorate or 
mandate, 172; on resistance to 
Italian aggression, 151, 172. 
opposition to, internal, 115-16, 116- 
17, 120, 372, 374, 383 n., 399-400, 
516, 516. 

peaceful intentions proclaimed by, 27, 
151. 

personal foUowmg of, treachery among, 
37471., 399. 

reforms of, 11, 114: seqqr, personal re- 
sponsibihty for, 121 and n. 
religious policy of, 384 n. 
retreats from Lake Ashangi, 397, 399. 
returns to Addis Ababa, 399. 
signs order for mobilization, 380. 
visits fronts, 386 n., 403. 
withdrawal of, from Abysemia, 326, 
357, 381 n., 400, 466 7^., 500, 515; 
legal position of, after withdrawal, 
491, 525. 

Hailu, Ras, 116, 120, 387 n. 

Haiti: attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian 
conflict, 188, 211-12 ; Italy, diplomatic 
relations with, 514 71.; sanctions, 
abandonment of, 472, 487. 

Hamanlei, 408. 

Hancock, Professor W. K., 68. 

Handbook of Abyssinia, A, cited, 362, 
363. 

Hapsburg Monarchy, break-up of, 88. 

Hardinge of Penshurst, Lord, 69. 
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Harrar, 361, 365,- bombing of, 375, 407, 
413 , cession to Italy, question of, 281 ; 
declared an open town, 386 n., 407 ; 
Italian Consulate at, attack on, 131 , 
Italian occupation of, 375, 408 ; 

Italian tlirusts towards, 401-3, 407-8 ; 
loyalty of, to Central Government, 375. 

Hauzien, 392. 

Headlam, Colonel Cuthbert, 68, 477. 

Henderson, Mr. Arthur, 447, 448. 

Herbert, Colonel George, 49. 

Herouy, Bilatengeta, 400. 

Hemot, Monsieur, 34, 189 n., 321 n , 356. 

Hertzog, General, 18, 85, 468. 

Hesselgren, Mile, 504. 

Hijaz, attitude of, to conflict, 108 ??. 

Hinsley, Mgr, ^ee Westminster, Arch- 
bishop of. 

History, verdict of, 6, 17, 480, 495. 

Hitler, Herr Adolf advent of, to power, 
72; attitude of, to conflict, 91-2; re- 
ceives Itahan Ambassador, 183. 

Hoare, Sir Samuel: 

and Anglo-Egyptian negotiations, 98 ; 
and arms embargo, 165 ; and mutual 
support undertakings with Prance, 
257-9, 261, 262 ; and Peace Ballot, 52. 
appomtment of — as First Lord of the 
Admiralty, 466 ; — as Foreign Secre- 
tary, 291. 

at Co-ordmation Committee (2.11.35), 
232, 285, 286. 

behef m his own policy, 315-16, 
318-19. 

health of, 290-1, 315 a?K2 n, 

India Office, work at, 291. 
interviews : with French Ambassador, 
257-9; with Monsieur Laval — (10. 
9.35), 5, 183-6, 192, 257, 377;— 
(1.11.35), 285 ;— (7-8.12,35)— 5ee 
vmder Laval-Hoarb Plan. 
message to Mussolini (Sept. 1935), 254- 
5. 

motives of, 244 n., 284, 293-4 w., 318, 
341. 

on British attempts to promote peace- 
ful settlement, 144; on questions 
for which Great Britam would fight, 
457 ; on Stresa Conference, 148 n. 
resignation of, 9, 52, 56, 313, 316, 317, 
319, 454. 

responsibility of, for British policy, 
161 n, 

^^a^^sembly (11.9.36), 64, 61, 76, 
183 seggf., 258, 415; bluff, ques- 


Hoare, Sir Samuel (cont.) 
speeches of (cont.) 
at Assembly (cont.) 
tion of, 185, 186 cited, 187, 
188, elcctioneenng value of, 185, 
1 86 w ; Hoare-Laval mterview 
(10.9 35) m relation to, 5, 183 
seqq., 377, reactions to, 85, 183, 
186, 187-8, 283. 
at Caxton HaU (6.5.36), 457. 
at Chelsea— (30.10.35), 283-4;— 
(4.11.35), 287. 

at Co-ordmation Committee (2.11. 
35), 285-6. 

broadcast address (12,9 35), 190 w. 
m House of Commons: — (11.7 35), 
161 ;— (1‘8.35), 148 7 ^., 175-6 71 .; 
—(22.10.35), 144, 148 71 ., 262, 
282-3 ;— (5.12.35), 288 ;— (6.12, 

35), 66;— (19.12.35), 69, 81, 267, 
279 71., 293 71., 297 ti,, 299 n,, 
30471., 317-19. 

visit to Switzerland, 291, 315. 

Hobhouse, Sir Charles, 58. 

Hofmeyr, Mr., 86. 

Holland, Sir Thomas, 58. 

Honduras, sanctions, abandonment of, 
472, 487. 

Horne, Sir Robert, 462-3. 

Howard of Penrith, Lord, 57. 

Hull, Mr. CordeU, 179, 236, 239, 241-2, 
244, 429. 

Hungary: and arms embargo, 224, 234; 
and Co-ordmation Committee, 214 and> 
n , 224 ; and Credentials Committee of 
Seventeenth Assembly, 523, 525 ; and 
sanctions — ^non-participation in, 210, 
234, 426 ; — oil sanction, 337 ; attitude 
of, to Italo-Abyssmian conflict, 80, 
89-90, 207; Italy, relations with, 80; 
—trade with, 426-7, 435, 441. 

Husayn, Haile, 404. 

Ickes, Mr., 244, 431. 

Imi, 404, 406. 

Imru, Ras, 387, 393-4, 395, 618. 

India: and oil sanction, 276; attitude of, 
to Italo-Abyssinian conflict, 108 ; sea- 
passage from, to Great Britain, 39- 
40, 74. jSee also under Abyssinia. 

Innocent IV, Pope, 103. 

Iran, diplomatic relations with Italy, 
614 7^. 

‘Iraq: and oil sanction, 276; oil con- 
cessions in, 430 ; pipe-lines, opening of, 
434. 
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Irish Free St.ite, the, attitude of, to I 
Italo- Abyssinian conflict, 82, 83, 188, 1 
andn , 503 ; United Kingdom, relations 
mth, 83, 189 « /S'ce also under de 
Valer\, IMi. 

Islamic World, the, attitude ol, to Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict, 107-8. 

Italy 

agriculture, 12, 416. 
armed forces of 

Air Force, comm<ind o! Mediter- 
ranean by, 40. 
efficiency of, 35 n. 
in East Africa — ^African mercen- 
aries, 375, 384, 392, 396,— 

Askans,4, 151, 388 , 405 : — com- 
position of, 378-9, 380, 389, 3J)2, 
404; — ilcspatch of, 142, 143, 145, 
151, 152, 155, 159, 162, 175??., 
199, 202, 379 ; — 'national’ 

troops, use ot, 377, 390, 301 ??.., 
405 ; — Somali dubats, 403, 405 , — 
'withdrawal of, question of, 196. 
in Libya, 192, 253, 254, 255, 256, 
257, 264, 279, 513. 
mobilization of, 142, 151, 155, 159, 
162 a9id 173, 379 7i. 
on French frontier, 35-6, 279, 280 
Navy, strength of, 250 a7id n* 
proposal for posting troops in Rhme- 
land, 340. 

Catholic hierarchy, partisanship of, 
104-5. 

Catholicism of, 100, 101, 103, 104 
civilizing mission, claim to, 19, 20, 
23, 80, 86, 104, 119, 177, 312, 313, 
409, 491, 492. 

colonies of; British command of routes 
to, 249-50, 480, 481 ; grievance over, 
14-17 , security of, question of, 20 n,, 
102, 113, 131-3, 142, 151, 180, 199, 
289, 313. See also under Eriteba; 
Libya. 

Council of Mmisters, meetings of: 
(28.8.35, Bolzano), 176-7, 421; (14. 
9.35) 191-2, 253rt..; (21.9.35), 196; 

(24.9.35) , 197; (28.9.35), 200, 255; 

(30.12.35) , 313-14; (3.3.36), 442; 
(8.4.36), 345. 

diplomatic relations with, question of 
breaking off, 184 n, 

economic and financial position of; 12- 
14, 24r-5, 369, 376, 377, 382, 416 seqq. 
bank-rate, 420. 

banking system, reorganization of, 
442, 


Italy [cont) 

ec onomic and financial position of ( co?^^ . ) 
budget, 419, 436. 

currency — defence of, 418-21, 423; 
— exchange control, 24, 420; — 
over- valuation of, 14 n., 24, 418- 
1 9 , — ^reserves, 436, 437-8, 439, 442. 
decrees — (April 1934), 419; — (Dec, 
1934), 24,— (May 1935), 24, 

420;— (July 1935), 24, 420;— 
(Aug 1935), 24, 177, 420, 421. 
effect of Abyssmian War on, 435 
seqq 

expenditure on Abyssinian War, 
156 ??., 436-7. 

foreign securities, 177, 420, 421, 437. 
foreign trade, 336 ; — ^balance of, 417, 
418, 419, 439-40;— exports, 13, 
416-17 ; — imports, 416, 420, 427, 
440, 441 ; — on eve of war, 3, 220-1 
and n. ; — restrictions on, after 
J929, 13; — with non- sane tionist 
countries, 427-9, 436, 441 ; — ^with 
sanctionist countries, 434-5, 440-1. 
gold — collection of, 437-8 , — loss of, 
419-20, 436, 438, 439, 442;— 
payment for supplies in, 222. 
gold standard, 420, 438. 
industry — difficulties of, 12-13, 440, 
441 ; — ^nationalization of, 441. 
loans, 422, 423, 428, 437. 
measures to improve, 13-14. 
national debt, 419. 
nationalism, economic, 13. 
prices — cutting of, 419; — ^rise of, 
436, 442. 

ra'w materials — deficiency of, 12-13, 
15 n., 415-16; — equitable distn- 
bution of, plea for, 2-3, 15 n. ; — 
imports of, 416, 420, 427, 440,441. 
standard of living, 14. 
unemployment, 25. 

emigration from, 13, 418. 

European affairs, co-operation in, 4, 
30, 34, 72, 146, 152-3, 189, 192, 289, 
311, 340, 343, 348, 350-1, 362-3, 
487 71., 492. 

European obligations, ability to meet, 
21 - 2 . 

expansion, need of, 16, 20 23-4, 

102, 127, 161, 195, 289. 

Fascist Assembly (1934), 23. 

Fascist Grand Council, 142, 238, 313, 
335-6. 

frontiers of, 22. 

Great Power status of, 14, 23. 
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Italy {cont.) 

Jugoslavia, assurances to (July 1936), 
513. 

motives of, 12 seqq,^ 415 seqq. 
national mobilization (2.10.35), 102, 
183, 200, 255, 358; (5.5.36), 105, 
357-8. 

Poland, relations with, 207. 
political unification of, 14, 22. 
population of, 12, 13, 100, 416, 418. 
precedents for action of, 3, 4, 16-17, 
18, 111, 159, 192. 

prestige, considerations of, 14r-16, 28, 
151. 

pubho opinion, on conflict, 26-7, 159 
n., 312, 376, 378. 
public works, 13-14, 419. 
refugees. South Tirolese, 87-8. 
revenge as motive of, 22. 

Riaorgimento, 3, 22. 
submarines, building of, 162. 

Supreme Defence Committee, 142. 
territorial compensation, claim to 
under London Treaty, 15-16 ti., 29. 
treaty obhgations, breach of, 2, 21, 27, 
31, 64, 73, 102, 111, 203-7, 212, 218, 
219. 

Turkey: assurances to (July 1936), 
513 ; war with, 73, 250. 

U.S.A.; loans from, question of, 428; 
trade with, 220 n., 244, 427, 428-9, 
441; — oil exports, 244 and n,, 332, 
334. 

Vatican, relations with, 99-100, 104, 
106, See also above under Catholic 
hierarchy. 

war, attitude to, 19, 20, 25, 47, 192, 
210, 376, 378. 

workmen, achievements of, 4, 379, 
382, 388 w., 389 ?i., 407 n. 

See also under ABYSsrpriA; Albania; 
Aloisi, Baron; Austeia; Egypt; 
Pranoe; Germany; Great Bri- 
tain; Greece; Haiti; Hungary; 
Iran; Laval-Hoare Plan; 
League op Nations ; Locarno 
Pact; Mediterranean; Musso- 
UNi, Signor; Ogaden; Poison Gas ; 
Roman Empire ; Sanctions ; 
Stresa Front; War: General. 

Japan, aggression by, possibility of, 
251 w.; economic position of, 12; 
history of, compared with that of 
Ab 3 rssinia, 10, 11. ^ee also under 
Abyssinia; China. 


Jeunesses Patriotes, 37 n. 

J5ze, Monsieur, 153, 156, 157, 169, 180, 
181, 193, 335, 519, 522. 

Jigpga, 365, 366, 375, 401, 402, 403, 407, 
408. 

John, Emperor of Abyssinia, 119, 375 n., 
383 n. 

Juba, River, 402. 

Jubaland, 161. 

Jugoslavia: and mutual support in 
Mediterranean, 253, 263, 267-9; and 
sanctions — flosses of, from apphcation 
of, 83, 228, 434; — oil sanction, 337; 
— ^reluctance of, to apply, 235-6. See 
also unde? Balkan Entente ; France ; 
Germany; Great Britain; Italy; 
Little Entente. 

Justice, subordmation of peace to, 60, 62. 

Kassa, Ras, 116, 384, 389, 390, 392, 393, 
399, 400, 518. 

Kassa Sebhat, Dejazmach, 384, 388. 

Kenya: native problem m, 252; raids 
into, from Abyssima, 41; trade with 
Italy, on eve of war, 221 

King, Mr. Mackenzie, 274 n., 4S2, 

Koht, Monsieur, 81, 503. 

Komamicki, Monsieur, 305, 307. 

Kurati, 406. 

Kworam, 112, 396, 397, 398, 412, 414. 

Lambie, Mr. T. A., 112. 

Lamma Shihndi, 406. 

Lang, Dr. See Canterbury, Arch- 
bishop of. 

Lansbury, Mr, George, 64; and re- 
nunciation of British possessions, 61 ; 
and Truce of God, 58, 59 ; resignation 
from leadership of Labour Party, 62, 
63. 

Lapointe, Mr., 274 n, 

Latin American states, attitude of, to 
conflict, 79, 82, 485, 486, 505, 506. 
See also under Argentina, &c. 

Laval, Monsieur, 471 ; 
andFranco-ItalianPact, 29, 32, 33, 138, 
189, 259 ; and Franco-Russian Pact, 
34 ; and mutual support undertakings 
with Great Britain, 257 seqq., 292-3 ; 
and oil sanction, 277-8, 279, 280, 
334-5 ; and reduction of British and 
Italian forces in Mediterranean, 256, 
at Assembly: (Sept. 1935), 76, 189-90; 
(Oct. 1935), 213. 

at Committee of Eighteen (12.12,35), 
305-6. 
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Laval, Monsieur (con £ ) 
at Co-ordination Committee (2 11.35), 
232, 285 

at Council — (Jan. 1935), 138, 139;— 
(April 1935), M9 (Aug. 1935), 167, 
169 (Hept. 1935), 180, 198;— 
(Doc. 1935), 309, 310, 
at Pans Conference (xVug 1935), 173, 
174. 

conciliation, emphasis on, 1G9 ??., 180, 
190, 272, 280, 285. 

criticisms of. at home, 33, 34, 35, 320 
5e<7<7. ; foreign, 34, 71. 
fall of, 9, 35, 325 

Germany, policy regarding, 33, 34-5, 
interviews of* with Baron Aloisi, 285 ; 
with British Ambassador, 178, 261, 
264, 277-8, 282; mth fcJir Samuel 
Moarc— (1.11.35), 285 (7-8.12.35) 
—see wiflcr L.wai^Hoare Plan; 
mth Sir Samuel Efoare and Mr. 
Bden (10.9.35), 5, 183-6, 192, 257, 
377; with Italian Ambassador, 
177, 267, 277, 280, 281, 288, 291, 
292, 313 ; with Signor Mussolini, 138, 
J41. 

letter to, from British correspondents, 
76. 

on settlement of Walwal incident, 
169 n. 

peace terms proposed by (Oct. 1935), 
281-2. 

personal responsibility of, for Prench 
policy, 32, 33, 325. 

private understanding %vith Signor 
Mussolini rumoured, 29, 138, 192, 
494. 

speeches of: at Assembly (13.9.36), 76, 
189-90; at Clormont-Forrand (12. 
10.35), 262 ; at Committee of Eigh- 
teen (12,12,35), 305-6; at Co- 
ordination C^ommittee (2.11.35), 285 ; 
at Council (18.12.35), 310; broad- 
cast (26.11.36), 259; in Chamber— 
(17.12.35), 321;— (27-8.12.35), 183- 
4, 287 w., 293 n., 322-3, 324r-5; in 
Eoreign Affairs Commission (23.10. 
36), 282. 

Vatican, alleged negotiations with, 104. 
victory of, in Chamber (Dec. 1935), 
320-6. 

Laval-Hoare Plan, the: 

Abyssinia: communication of plan to, 
303, 304; pressure on, to accept, 
304-6 ; rejection of plan by, 308-9, 
310. 


Laval-Hoare Plan, the (cent.) 
anticipation of, m press, 282, 288, 
289. 

Committee of Eighteen discusses, 305- 

8 . 

communique (8.12.35), 300-1. 
conversations m Paris (7-8.12.35), 
288, 291-5, 298, 299-300. 

Council of League — communication 
of plan to, 308; — discussion by, 
309-11. 

genesis of, 233, 257, 272, 280 seqg^. 
Great Britain: Government — accep- 
tance of plan by, 5, 32, 46, 55, 302 ; 
— communication of plan to, 301 ; — 
division of opmion, 302, 316; — 
moral defeat, 316-17 ; — ^repudiation 
of plan by, 46, 55-6, 310, 313, 315- 
20, 322, 454 ; — see also unde7 Bald- 
win, Mr. ; Eden, Mr. , Hoabe, Sit 
Samuel ; Parliamentary debates 
and questions on, 302-3, 314r-15, 
317-20 ; public opmion on, 46-7, 48, 
53, 65-6, 66-70, 302, 303, ZUseqq, 
325, 448, 464, 455, 477. See also 
under Great Britain: Conserva- 
tive Party, Labour Party. 

Italy: acceptability of plan to, proba- 
bility of, 295, 299, 300, 311; com- 
munication of plan to, 303, 304; 
rejection of plan by, 312-14, 
mor^ mandate, question of, 286-7, 

288, 302. 

preliminary draft of, 289, 295, 298, 
299, 300 n. 

preparatory work for, 282, 284, 288, 

289. 

procedure for launchmg, question of, 
304. 

publication of, 302. 
terms of, 295-300. 

reactions to: m Erance, 320-5; in 
Great Britain — see above; in U.S.A., 
245, 279, 334, 429; in other coun- 
tnes, 81, 84, 86, 104. 

League of Nations: 

Abyssinia: 

admission of delegates to Seven- 
teenth Assembly, question of, 
514r-15, 619-26. 

assistance in development of, ques- 
tion of, 174, 193, 194, 196, 197, 
298. 

financial assistance to, question of, 
290 329, 344, 605-6, 607, 508, 

509. 
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League of Nations (cont.) 

Abyssinia (cont) 

membership — admission to, 8, 21, 
27, 122; — expulsion from, sug- 
gested, 21, 166; — "French views 
on, 73; — Italian views on, 21, 
113, 166, 180; — ^retention of, after 
Italian victory, 483 n,, 484, 514- 
15, 520-1. /See also hdow under 
Abyssmian-Italian dispute 
Abyssmian-Itahan dispute before : 
Abyssmian appeals; under Art. 10, 
143, 181 ; under Art. 11, 138, 139 ; 
under Art. 15, 143, 145, 146-7, 
149, 152, 163, 181 ; under Art. 16, 
203, 204. 

Abyssmian notes and telegrams: 
(Dec. 1934), 137, 138; (3.1.35), 
138; (15.1.35), 139; (19.1.35), 
139-40; (16-17.3.35), 143^; (29. 
3 35), 146-7; (3 4 35), 147, 149; 
(11.5 35), 152; (20.5.35), 141 n., 
152 ; (19.6.35), 163 ; (28.7 35), 167 ; 

(12.8.35) , 175 n , ; (23 9.35), 196-7 ; 

(25.9.35) , 198; (28.9.35), 198-9; 

(2.10.35) , 199; (3.10 35), 199-200; 

(1.11.35) , 329 n ; (11.12.35), 308; 

(12.12.35) , 308-9; (18.12.35), 309; 

(1.1.36) , 327-8; (3.1.36), 328; (20. 

1.36) , 328-9; (5.3.36), 339, 354; 

(7.3.36) , 341; (20.3.36), 341; 

(21.3.36) , 341-2; (1.4.36), 343-4; 

(7.4.36) , 344; (10.4.36), 346; (12. 

4.36) , 347; (16.4.36), 348; (17.4. 

36), 349; (10.5.36), 483; (11.5.36), 
483; (27.6 36), 491; (2.7.36), 

505-6. 

Assembly, sixteenth session of: 
absentees from, 214 n,, 217 n. 
adjournment of: (28.9.35), 203, 
208; (11.10.35), 212, 486. 
declaration of Italy’s aggression by, 
63, 209-10, 212, 217, 493, 608, 509. 
meetings of: (Sept. 1935), 183, 
187 seqq,; — debate, 187, 188- 
91; (Oct. 1936), 208 5eg^., 509- 
1 0 ;-^ebate, 209-12 ;-^eneral 
Committee, 208, 212-13; (30.6- 

4.7.36) , 447 w., 474, 487 aeqq., 
514;— debate, 493-n504, 508;— 
Greneral- Committee, 489, 492-3, 
506, 509 ; — incidents during, 
490-1 ; — ^voting on recommenda- 
tions, 509-10, 

procedure and functions of, 208-10, 
213. 


League of Nations (coni.) 

Abyssiman-Itahan dispute before(co%^ . ) 

Assembly, sixteenth session of (emit.) 

recommendations of: (10.10.35), 
213-14, 497 ; (4.7.36), 489, 506-9, 
514. 

resolutions, draft Abyssmian (July 
1936), 505-6, 507-8, 509. 

summomng of. for 9th Oct., 203, 
208 ; Abyssmian request for 
(Dec.), 308-9; for 30th June 
1936, 486-7. 

unanimity, question of, 207-8, 213. 

Assembly, seventeenth session of: 
Credentials Committee and Abys- 
sinian representation, 514-15, 520, 
522-5 ; voting on Committee’s 
report, 525. See also below under 
Italy. 

Committee of Five: appeals to 
parties, 182; appointment and 
composition of, 181, 182; guidmg 
principles of, 194; Italian objec- 
tion to, 181; meetmgs of, 182, 
192-3; proposals of, 193-5; — 
Abyssmian reply to, 196-7 ; — 
Italian rephos to, 196, 285 ; report 
of, 197, 285 n. ; submission of Laval- 
Hoare Plan to, proposed, 306 n. 

Committee of Six: appomtment and 
composition of, 201-2, 203 ; report 
of, 203-4, 206, 207, 212, 217;— 
adoption of, by Council, 206, 207, 
212, 217 n. 

Committee of Thirteen: 

and violations of laws of war, 345- 
6, 414 n. 

appeal from, for negotiations, 338 
seqq., 394 n. 

appointment of, 198. 

meetings of (Sept. 1935), 198 ; 

(7.10.35) , 205; (20.1.36), 329; 

(23.3.36) , 342; (April 1936), 345- 
7 349. 

reports of; (Oct. 1935), 201, 204, 
205, 206 ; — adopted by Council, 
206;— cited, 198-200, 201;— 
recommendations for action 
added by Council, 201; (Jan. 
1936), 329-30, 507; (April 1936), 
349, 364. 

Committee of Eighteen: 

appointment and composition of, 
222-3. 

Laval-Hoare Plan considered by, 
305-8. 
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League of Nations {cont.) 
Abyssinian-Italian dispute before(cow^.) 
Committee of Eighteen (cont.) 
oil sanction considered bv, 82, 273 
seqq, 311-12, 329-30,^335, 336, 
338, 393 431-2. 

resolutions of: (14 10.35), 225; 
(22.1.36), 330. 

sessions of: first (11-19.10.35), 215- 
1 6 222, 223-7, 231, 272-3, 275 ; 

second (31.10-6.11.35), 231-2, 
233, 273-5; third (12-19.12 35), 
305-8, 311-12; — ^postponement 
of, 245, 277-8, 279; fourth 
(22.1 36), 329-30, 431 ; fifth (2- 
4.3.36), 336-8, 393 ?i., 432, 
sub- committees of: Economic 
Measures, 224-5, 272, 273, 274; 
Emancial Measures, 224, 225; 
Legal, 226; Military Experts, 

224, 226 ; Mutual Support, 225, 
Co-ordmation Committee, 424 ; 

appointment and composition of, 
213-14 ; — suggestion for, 206, 
209-10, 212-13. 

communication from, to non- 
member states, 227, 236-7. 
declaration on mutual support, 

225, 263. 

legal position of, 213, 215, 287. 
‘moral mandate’ from, 286-7, 288, 
302; 

proposals adopted by, 224, 225, 

226, 227, 424-5. 

recommendation of, for abandon- 
ment of sanctions, 218, 507, 512, 
514. 

resolutions of: (16.10.35 — ^legal 
measures), 226; (19.10.35 — Com- 
mittee of Eighteen), 222-3, 227 ; 

(2.11.35), 232, 285. 
sessions of: first (11-19.10 35), 
214, 222-3, 224, 225, 226, 227, 
263; second (31.10-2.11.35), 231, 
232-3, 285-7; third (6.7.36), 
512. 

Council: 

and Laval-Hoare Plan, 308, 309- 

11 . 

and maintenance or abandonment 
of sanctions, 465, 482-6. 
and violation of laws of war, 350, 
351-2, 365. 

declaration of Italian aggression 
by, 63, 203-7, 213, 217, 242, 263, 
271, 280, 293 n. 
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Abyssmian-Itahan dispute before(coni ) 
Council (cont.) 

discussion of dispute by: Abyssi- 
nian requests for, 138, 143-4, 
145, 146-7, 149, 152; definite 
date for fixed, 168, 169; French 
and British views on, 138-9, 145, 
147, 152-3, 165-6, Italian views 
on, 138, 139, 146, 149 71., 153, 
155, 166, 168, 169, 177; post- 
ponement of, 139-40, 149, 153-4, 
167-8 

report of under Art. 15 — see above 
under Committee of Thirteen, 
responsibility of: for application of 
sanctions, 214-15 ; for concilia- 
tion, 197-8, 285 and n , 287, 310. 
resolutions of* (19.1.35), 140, 153; 

(25.5.35) , 153-4, 155, 157, 165-6, 
167; (3.8.35), 168, 169, 170; 

(19.12.35) , 311, 338; (20.4.36), 
354-5; (12.5.36), 465, 484-5. 

* roU-call voting, effect of, 207 n. 
sessions of: (Jan 1935), 138-40; 
(April 1935), 147, 149-50; (May 

1935) , 152, 163-5; (July-Aug. 

1936) ,165, 167-9; (4-6Sept.l935), 
174, 179-82, 193; (26 Sept.-7 
Oct. 1935), 196, 197 seqq.; (Dec. 

1935) , 305, 309-12; (Jan. 1936), 
329; (April 1936), 349-55; (May 

1936) , 473, 474, 482-6; (26 Juno 
1936), 474, 487. 

supreme appeal to Italy from, 355. 
unanimity of, question of, 206-7. 
See also below under Italy. 

Experts Committee on application of 
sanctions: appointment and com- 
position of, 233 ; meetings of, 233, 
278; report of (Dec. 1936), 233-5. 
Experts Committee on oil: appoint- 
ment and composition of, 330; 
report of, 330-4, 336, 431-2. 
‘Face’, saving of, 271, 488, 506 seqq. 
Italian notes and telegrams* (Dec. 
1934), 137; (19.1.35), 139; (22.3. 
35), 146-6; (10.4.35), 147-8; 

(25.7.35) , 166 n.; (4.9.35 — ^memo- 
randum on situation in Abyssinia), 
180, 202 ; — cited, 113, 117 seqq.; — 
comments on, 113-14 n., 118 ti., 
130, 132 n.; (3.10.35), 199; 
(8.3.36), 341, 347, 354; (17.3.36), 
341; (2/3.4.36), 343; (1L4.36), 
346; (29,6.30), 491-2, 496. 
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League of Nations (conL) 

Ab 3 rssiman-ItaliaJi dispute before(cow^. ) 
Jurists’ Committees: on admission 
of Abyssinian delegation to Seven- 
teenth Assembly, 524; on viola- 
tions of laws of war, 345, 409 n. 
League as a party to the dispute, 55 
171, 284, 286, 289, 306, 310, 494. 

Assembly: rules of procedure of, 209, 
521-2; sessions of— first, 15 ?i.; — 
second, 206; — ^fourth, 8 See also 
above under Abyssinian-Italian dis- 
pute. 

Austria, relations of, with, 88. 

Chma: assistance to, 194-5; dispute 
with J apan, failure in regard to, 229, 
462, 472. 

Committee of Thirteen on measures 
apphcable in cases of unilateral 
repudiation of obligations, 425-6. 

Council: and Danzig question, 490; 
and Germany — reoccupation of 
Rhineland, 342; — unilateral repu- 
diation of obligations, 425. See also 
above under Abyssinian-Italian dis- 
pute. 

Covenant : 

Art, 1, 520-1. 

Art. 3, 520. 

Art. 10, 181, 489, 502. 

Art. 12, breach of by Italy, 27, 203- 
7, 212, 217. 

Art. 15, action under, 181-2, 192 
seqq. 

Art. 16: appheation of— ^ee under 
Sanctions ; collective note to 
Germany mterpretmg, 465; con- 
ciliation in relation to, 280-1; 
conditions making full implemen- 
tation of obligatory, 217 n.; co- 
ordination of measures under — 
^ee above under Co-ordination 
Committee; ehmination of, ques- 
tion of, 489, 502 ; incomplete 
fulfilment of, 2, 44, 111, 215 seqq,, 
227 andn., 235-6, 265-6, 369, 444, 
44B, 487, 496, 501-2, 510; indi- 
vidual action under, question of, 
207-8 n,, 215-17, 217 n., 259-60, 
264, 265-6, 270, 293 and n., 485, 
503 ; mutual support under, 216, 
224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 263-4, 
267 8€qq,f 499; — see also under 
Medekbibbaio] AIT ; resolutions of 
1921 on, 206, 208 n,, 214 n,, 215, 
223. 


League of Nations (coni.) 

Covenant 

breach of, individual decision by 
each state member regarding, 
207 and n 

democratic spirit and, 6-7. 

Prance reform of League, attitude 
regarding, 496, 604; view of League, 
as anti-German organization, 4, 32, 
38, 76, 489. ^ee cdso above under 
Abyssmian-Itahan dispute: Council 
— discussion. 

Great Britam: League as bridge with 
Continent, 75-6, 187; League de- 
clared keystone of foreign pohey, 52, 
53, 54, 58, 66, 67, 72, 185, 187, 189, 
258 ; loyalty to League — opposition 
to, 47, 49-50, 59, 60, 61-2, 64, 67 ;— 
support for, 46 seqq., 14:, 76-8 ; luke- 
warmness toward League, before 
1935, 72, 74, 77, 183, 187-8; reform 
of League, attitude to, 466, 458, 464, 
489, 499. AS'ee also above undei 
Abyssmian-Itahan dispute; Council 
— discussion ; and under British 
Empibb ; Great Britain : Conserva- 
tive Party. 

Great Powers’ absence from, 60. 

Italy: absence of delegation — ^from 
Assembly meetings, 492, 519, 523, 
526; — ^from Council (26.9.35), 197; 
— ^from Council (26.6.36), 487 n. ; 
journalists at Assembly meeting, 490 
and n,; recall of delegation from 
Council (May 1936), 484; report on 
progress in civilizing Abyssinia, offer 
of, 492 ; resignation of from member- 
ship, possibihty of, 153, 177 ; reten- 
tion of membership, question of right 
to, 521, 626. See ofeo above under 
Abyssinian-ItaHan dispute; Council 
— discussion; Italian notes. 

membership of: conditions for admis- 
sion to and retention of, 181, 520-2 ; 
internal affairs in relation to, 180, 
181 . See also above under Abyssinia ; 
Italy. 

reform of, question of, 466, 468, 462, 
464, 475, 479, 480, 489-90, 496, 602, 
603, 504, 607. 

small states, position of, 79, 472-3, 603. 

United States of America, attitude of, 
96-6, 

U,S,S.R., attitude of, to League re- 
form, 489, 500, 501-2. 

See ako under Demooraoy. 
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League of Nations Union: and Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict, 60, 65, 86, 315 n., 
453, 455-6; and Peace Ballot, 48-9, 
52 , supports maintenance of sanctions, 
457, 458, 461, 463, 474-5. 

L4ger, Monsieur Alexis, 291. 

Lessona, Signor, 151. 

Liberia, 96-7 n, 

Libya, Italy and conquest of, 250 ; con- 
trol over, difficulty of establishing, 40 ; 
forces in, 192, 253, 279 ; — ^reduction of, 
proposed, 255, 256, 257, 264, 513. See 
also under Egypt. 

Lij Yasu, 116, 131, 404. 

Limburg, Mijnheer, 524. 

Lindley, Sir Francis, 61-2, 69, 453. 

Little Entente, the: and Franco -Itahan 
7approcheme7itf 34; and Italo- Abys- 
sinian conflict, 83-4, 188, 232, 268, 
505. See also under Czechoslovakia ; 
Jugoslavia; Rumania. 

Litvinov, Monsieur* and admission of 
Abyssinian delegation to Seventeenth 
Assembly, 523, 525; and Committee 
of Five, 81, 195; at Co-ordmation 
Committee (19.10.35), 227 n. ; at Coun- 
cil— (Aug. 1935), 167;— (Sept. 1935), 
181, 195, 198; speech m Assembly 
(1.7.36), 235, 495, 500-2. 

Locarno Pact, Itahan collaboration in 
execution of, question of, 21-2, 336, 
343. 

Lopez, Colonel, 410 n. 

Lothian, Marquis of, 62. 

Loveday, Mr., 222 n,, 237 and w. 

Lugard, Lord, 67. 

Luxembourg, and arms embargo, 231-2, 
234. 

Lyautey, Marshal, 23, 144, 369. 

Lyons, Mr., 471. 

L 5 i;ton, Lord, 458. 

MacDonald, Mr. J. Ramsay, 148 n, 

Macdonell, Mr. J. M., 46 n. 

Machiavelli, Niccolb, 81, 480-1. 

MacmiUan, Mr. E., 68. 

Macquisten, Mr., 445. 

Madariaga, Senor S. de: and embargo on 
exports to Italy, 272-3; and Laval- 
Hoare Plan, 306 n, ; and mutual sup- 
port in Mediterranean, 269 ; and nego- 
tiations for peace settlement (April 
1936), 342 seqq,; at Council — (Oct. 
1935), 205;— (April 1936), 349, 353;— 
(May 1936), 484; chairman — of Com- 
mittee of Hve, 182, 196, 202, 306 w. ; — 


Madariaga, Senor S. de { cont ,) 
of Committee of Thirteen, 342, 349 ; on 
concihation between aggressor and 
victim, 353 ; visit to Rome, suggested, 
343, 346. See also under Aloisi, Baron. 

Maffey Report, the, 42^, 144 n. 

Magdala, 11, 363, 398 n , 

Mai Ohio, 397. 

Maji, province of, 114 7i. 

Makallo, 384-5, 386, 388, 402. 

Malan, Dr , 18. 

Malka Murri, 406. 

Mallet, Sir Charles, 62. 

Malta : British garrison at, reinforcement 
of, 252, 318; British naval forces at, 
252-3. 

Mander, Mr. Geoffrey, 459, 516. 

March, River, 361, 368, 373; crossing of, 
by Italian troops, 30, 381, 382, 383. 

Maroscotti, Count Aldrovandi, 156. 

Martin, Dr., 179 ti., 367, 483 w., 515, 519, 
522. 

Massawa, 368, 388 n ,, 410. 

Massey, Mr. Vincent, 497-8. 

Matera, Archbishop of, 104-5. 

Mediterranean, the: 

Anglo-Italian — ^negotiations regarding 
forces in, 253, 264-7, 264; — rivalry 
in, 39-40, 249-52. 

British naval forces in, 4, 39-40, 249- 
50, 251 n,; concentration of, at 
Alexandria, 253; effects of naval 
and air developments on, 249-61; 
Italian attack on, possibihty of, 
260-1, 292-3, 294; recall of addi- 
tional umts, 463, 613 ; reduction of, 
proposed, 253, 254-7, 264; reinforce- 
ment of, 252—3, 259, 318 com- 
patibility of, with Covenant, 260, 
264, 270. 

mutual support against Italian attack 
in, 86, 253-4, 257 seqq,; Anglo- 
French arrangements for, 263-4, 
257-66, 292-3, 294, 512;— technical 
conversations, 266 and n.j 292-3 n, ; 
Greece, Turkey, and Jugoslavia, 
negotiations with, 253, 263, 267-9 ; 
Italy — assurances given by, to 
Mediterranean Powers, 513-14; — 
notiflcation of arrangements to, 
266-7, 267-8, — ^protest from, 269- 
70; liquidation of arrangements, 
270 w,, 612, 513; mamtenance of, 
provisional, 499 ; Spain, negotiations 
with, 86, 253, 268-9. 

Melly, Dr. A. J. M., 114 n., 400 n. 
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Menelik, Emperor, 117, 119, 375 ?i., 379- 
80, 415. 

Mexico, attitude of, to Italo-Abyssmian 
conflict, 308, 504, 606 n., 509; on 
Committee of Eighteen, 222, 308. 

Milan: Cardinal Archbishop of, 104; 
railway station at, 14 ??., 22 

Mogadiscio, 366 w., 368, 381, 401, 407 n. 

MoUison, Mrs., 7. 

Montagna, Signor, 156. 

Monteiro, Senhor, 190, 

Moore, Mr John Bassett, 247. 

More, Sir Thomas, 57 n. 

Morocco: French conquest of, 17, 133, 
367-9, 373 ; partition of, 27, 73 ; sanc- 
tions, question of applying, 234. 

Morrison, Mr. Herbert, 61, 65, 475. 

Mosul Oil Fields, 430. 

Motta, Monsieur: at Assembly — (Oct. 
1936), 211;— (30.6-4.7.36), 492-3; at 
Committee of Eighteen, 224 

Moulet, Monsieur, 321. 

Mowat, Professor R B., 461. 

Mulugeta,Ras, 387, 389, 390, 391, 392, 396. 

Munch, Dr., 198, 473, 484, 503. 

Murray, Professor Gilbert, 457, 479 

Mussa Ah, Mount, 199, 381. 

Mussolini, Signor. 

ability of, to evoke sacrifices from his 
followers, 376. 

and American Neutrahty Act, 339; 
and Anglo-French proposals (Aug. 
1935), 173-4; and assurances to 
Great Britain (May-June 1936), 
465-6; and Committee of Five’s 
proposals, 196-6 ; and completion of 
work of EiSorgimentOf 22 ; and Laval- 
Hoare conversation (10.9 35), 377; 
and Laval-Hoare Plan, 312-13 ; and 
message from Sir Samuel Hoare, 
264-5; and prospects of success of 
Abyssinian campaign, 367, 381 arid 
n. ; and reconstruction of Roman Em- 
pire, 7, 23-4, 261 ; and reduction of | 
British and Italian forces in Mediter- 
ranean, 255-7, 264; and sanctions, 
176-7, 197, 200, 289, 312, 342;^il 
sanction, 289, 335, 336; and Stresa 
Conference, 147, 148 n. ; and Three- 
Power Conference (Aug. 1935), 
167 w., 173-4 ; and Zeila Corridor 
proposal, 29, 160. 

appeals to students of Europe, 336. 
articles by: in Ericidopedm Italiana, 
24; in Popolo d^Itcdia^ 20 n,, 173. 
challenge to, &om Emperor, 4. 


Mussohm, Signor (cont.) 

decision to attack Abyssuua, date of, 
1, 27-30, 37. 

compromises, repudiation of, 470-1. 
interviews- with British Ambassador, 
145, 254, 256-7, 282; with Daily 
Mail—(23.SM), 20, 22;— (18.9 35), 
195; with Echo de Pans, 16, 21; 
with Mr. Eden, 29, 160, 194; with 
Le Matin (17.9 35), 20 n,, 192 ; with 
Dlntransigeant (24.5 36), 465 ; with 
Monsieur Laval, 138, 141 ; with Pa? is 
Soil (6.10.,35), 255-6; with Le Petit 
Journal (27.9.35), 200. 
moral courage oi, 4. 
motives of, 12 seqq. 
on annexation of Abyssima, 358-9 ; on 
anmhilation of Abyssinian mihtary 
forces, 345, 362 ; on Battle of 
Adowa, 22 , on civilizing nussion, 20, 
21, 23; on colonial operations and 
general war, 20, 47, 192, 335, 358, 
378; on defence of currency, 418, 
420; on Destmy, 112, 200 ; on essen- 
tial arguments for Abyssinian adven- 
ture, 20 n ; on European co-opera- 
tion, 289 ; on mdustnal nationaliza- 
tion, 441 ; on ‘ midsummer madmen 
476 ; on peace negotiations, 290; on 
precedents for Itahan Imperialism, 
3, 16, 169 ; on relations with Great 
Britam, 192, 255-6, 466-6; on 
spiritual ascendancy rather than 
territorial conquest, 23-4 ; on termi- 
nation of campaign, 358 ; on war and 
mihtansm, 25. 

personal responsibihty of, for Italo- 
Abyssmian conflict, 1-2. 
speeches of: (18.3.34), 23; (14.5.36), 
152; (25.6.35), 169; (8.6.35), 169; 

(11.6.35) , 159; (6.7.35), 160; (2.10. 
35), 200, 265; (6.12.36), 289-90; 

(18.12.35) , 312; (23.3.36), 112, 342, 
441; (6.6.36), 358; (9.5.36), 368-9; 
(21.6.36), 476; (16.7,36), 612-13, 

Napier, Lord, of Magdala, 11, 363, 367, 

Napoleon I, 26. 

Napoleon III, 25-6. 

Nasibu, Dejazmach, 401, 403, 406, 407, 
408, 491, 607-8, 

Natal, 109. 

Nationalism, perversity of Western ideal 
of, 3. 

Nauru, mandate for, 194. 

Negelli,404,406, 406,411* 
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Nemours, General, 190 w., 211-12. 

Netherlands, the: abdication of Great 
Power status by, 6, 481; and reform 
of League, 503; and sanctions, 235; 

— oil sanction, 276; attitude of, to 
conflict, 81, 188, 472-3; medical aid 
from, to Abyssmia, 371 n , 410, 411 ; 

on Credentials Committee of Seven- 
teenth Assembly, 523, 524. 

Neutrahty: impossibihty of, in applying 
economic sanctions, 218-19; possible 
readoption of pohcy of, by small 
states, 472-3. See also wider Spain; 
SWITZEELAND ,* UNITED STATES OF 

America. 

Nevraid, the, 384. 

Newfoundland, and sanctions, 235. 

New Zealand: and oil sanction, 276; 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssmian con- 
flict, 188 ; on Credentials Committee of 
Seventeenth Assembly, 523 ; supports 
mamtenance of sanctions, 474, 504. 

Nicholas I, Tsar, 38. 

Nile, Biver, waters of, British mterest in, 

39, 43, 178. 

Noel- Buxton, Lord, 120-1. 

Nogara, 395. 

Norway: and reform of League, 503; 
attitude of, to Italo- Abyssinian con- 
flict, 81, 188, 472-3; transport of oil 
to Italy by, 81, 334, See also under 
Scandinavian States. 

Nye, Senator, 243. 

Obbia, Sultanate of, 134 71. 

Ogaden, the: cession to Italy, proposed, 
160, 194, 195, 197, 281, 296; Italian 
forward movement in, 134-5, 160; 
military operations in, 401 seqq , ; 
nature of country, 133-4, 366-7; 
neutral zone in, 140-1. 

Olivier, Lord, 60. 

Olol-Dinle, Sultan of, 404. 

Om Ager, 394. 

Omar Samantar, 132, 136. 

Ormsby-Gore, Hon. W., 108. 

Page Croft, Sir Henry, 60, 64. 

Palestine: British difficulties in, 251-2; 
Jewish National Home in, 195 n, • 

Panama, attitude of, to Itdlo-Abyssinian 
conflict, 508, 509, 525. 

Paraguay: absence of, from Assembly 
session, 214 tj.; refusal of, to apply 
sanctions, 82, 217 n*, 234. 
n o o 


Parker, Mr. Alwyn, 68. 

Parr, Sir James, 504. 

Paul-Boncour, Monsieur, 189 352-3, 

471. 

Peace, mdivisibihty of, 211, 495-6. 

Peace Ballot, the, 48 seqq. ; criticisms of, 
49-51, 52; effects of— on election 
results, 65-6 ; — on Government pohcy, 
5, 48, 51-4; organization of, 48-9; 
questionnaire, 48; results, 51; sigm- 
ficance of votmg, 49, 51, 52, 448-9; 
timelmesa of, 53. See also under Cecil, 
Viscount; Great Britain Conserva- 
tive Party; Government; Party Or- 
ganizations; Press; Public Opmion; 
League of Nations Union. 

Peaceful change, 2, 19, 61, 62, 65, 79, 
187, 258. 

Perham, Miss Margery, 60, 68, 110. 

Permanent Court of International Jus- 
tice, suggested reference to of question 
of Abyssmian credentials at Seven- 
teenth Assembly, 524-5. 

Perry, Commodore, 11. 

Persia, partition of, 27, 73. 

Peru, on Credentials Committee at 
Seventeenth Assembly, 523. 

Peter III, Tsar, 481 n, 

Peterson, Mr., 282, 284, 288, 289, 290, 
291, 295, 298, 299, 301. 

Pethick Lawrence, Mr , 303. 

Pflugl, Herr, 210. , 

Pistoia, Duke of, 391. 

Pius XI, see Pope, the. 

Pomcare, Monsieur, 33, 71. 

Poison Gas: 

protocol (17.6.25) prohibiting, 219, 
327, 345 72 ,., 350, 355, 400 71 ., 413. 
transport of, through Suez Canal, 346, 
413. 

use of, in Abyssmia, 107, 111, 327, 
470; Abyssinian protests against, 
341, 356, 413-14; at Kworam, 112, 
414; British attitude to, 345 and n*, 
351-2; discussion of, at Geneva, 
345, 350-2, 354r-5; effect of, on 
Abyssinian moral, 7, 370 and 
396; evidence for, Z4Sn., 413; 
implication of other states in, 111, 
219, 345 n, ; in Takazye region, 394, 
414; Italian Government — ^admis- 
sion of use, 350, — ^representations 
to, 349 72.., 355 ; — responsibility for, 
327, 413; mustard gas, 111, 112, 
346 7^., 370, 396, 414, 494; non 
combatants, use against. 111, 219, 
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Poison Gas (cont.) 

use of, in Abyssinia {conU) 

327, 341, 370, 396, 413, 494, on 
southern front, 371 n.^ 414; retaha- 
tion for atrocities, question of, 350, 
414 and n. ; spraying of, 3, 7, 12, 24, 
219, 370, 396, 413-14, 493. 
use of, m Europe, possible, 111-12, 
352, 356, 443 

Poland, and Laval-Hoare Plan, 305, 
306 TO., 307; and oil sanction, 307; 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian con- 
flict, 82, 207, 232; Minorities Treaty, 
denunciation of, 82 ; on Committee of 
Pive, 182, 306 to ; on Committee of 
Eighteen, 222, 223, 232, 305, 307; 
sanctions, abandonment of, 472, 487, 
512 to. ; trade "with Italy, 221 n. See 
also uTider Germany; Italy 

Pohtis, Monsieur, 170, 171, 524. 

Polwarth, Lord, 120. 

Pomptme Marshes, 22, 

Ponsonby of Shulbrede, Lord, 59, 62, 
459, 477. 

Pope, the: Anghcan approach to, 59, 
101; attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian 
con^ct, 99 seqq.i dual r61e of, 99; 
function of, 102-3; impotence of, m 
international affairs, 102-3, 104; 

Itahan nationality of, 100; Itahan 
policy — ^personal sympathy mth, ques- 
tion of, 101, 102, 106; — ^public con- 
demnation of, absence of, 102; M. 
Laval’s policy, reported sympathy 
with, 104; missionary work, mterest 
in, 100-1 ; public utterances of — 
(July-Sept. 1935), 101-2;— (12.6.36), 
106-6; silence of, 102, 106; Truce of 
God, suggested proclamation of, 58, 
59. See also under Vatican. 

Portugal: abdication of Great Power 
status by, 6, 481 ; abstains from voting 
on report of Credentials Committee at 
Seventeenth Assembly, 525; attitude 
of, to Italo-Abyssmian conflict, 80, 86, 
190 ; on Committee of Six, 202 ; seven- 
teenth-century expansion of, 10 to. 
See also under Abyssinia; Vascon- 
OBLLOS, Senhor de. 

Potemkin, Monsieur, 211, 353. 

Potter, Mr. Pitman B., 150, 156. 

Prussia, relations of, with Russia, 38, 
481 TO. 

Pyrrhus of Epirus, 482. 

Queenborough, Lord, 466. 


Ras Doshan, 362. 

Rathbone, Miss Eleanor, 455, 458, 

Raw materials: distribution of — Itahan 
plea regarding (1920), 2-3, 15 to.;— 
suggested conference on, 58, 187; rise 
in price of, 433. See also under 
Canada; Italy. 

Red Cross: abuse of emblem by Abys- 
simans, alleged, 410-11; conventions, 
409 to , 411 TO , International Organiza- 
tion — and accusations of atrocities, 
345, 349 TO. ; — ^mquiries by, mto inci- 
dents m Abyssmia, 411; units in 
Abyssima— bombmg of, 327-8, 341, 
405 TO., 411-12 ; — organization and des- 
patch of, 411 TO., 444. 

Red Sea, British control of, 39, 249. 

RenneU, Lord, 453, 460. 

Reynaud, Monsieur Paul, 323-4. 

Rhmeland, the — see under Germany, 

Rhodes, Cecil, 23. 

Rickett, Mr. E. W., 178, 

Riddell, Mr., 108, 273-4. 

Rift VaUey, the, 360, 361, 363, 365. 

Rivas Vicuna, Senor, 485, 486. 

Robertson, Sir Malcolm, 63, 69, 463 to, 

Robinson, Mr. W. A , 63. 

Rocco, Signor, 181. 

Rochat, Monsieur, 291. 

Roman Empire, reconstruction of, by 
Italy, 7, 23-4, 251. 

Roman Question, the, 22, 99, 106. 

Roosevelt, President: and arms embargo, 
241, 242, 428, 474 ; and neutrahty 
legislation, 239-40, 247-8; and trade 
with belhgerents, 242, 243, 248, 432; 
message to Congress (3.1.36), 167. 

Rothermere, Lord, 47 to., 67. 

Rowell, Mr. Newton, 3, 16 to. 

Ruhr, the — see under Germany. 

Ruiz-Guinazii, Senor, 179, 197, 204r-6, 
353, 487. 

Rumania: and mutual support in 
Mediterranean, 268 ; and oil sanction, 
276, 337 ; losses of, from apphcation of 
sanctions, 83, 228; oil supplies from, 
to Italy, 276, 431, 441 ; on Committee 
of Six, 202; on Committee of Eigh- 
teen, 222, 223, 224. See also under 
Balkan Entente ; Germany ; Little 
Entente. 

Rustu Aras, Monsibur, 195. 

St. Gothard Tunnel, traffic through, 
87 and to. 

Salandra, Signor, 228 to. 
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Salter, Sir Arthur, 475. 

Salvador, absence of, from Assembly 
session, 214; and application of sanc- 
tions, 218 234. 

Samuel, Sir Herbert, 63, 68, 282. 

Sanctions 

abandonment of: 

decisions regarding: Assembly’s (4. 
7.36), 507-9; British, 236, 432 u., 
445, 448, 466 71., 469, 471, 474, 
475, 478, 486, 487-8, 498; Co- 
ordmation Committee’s, 218, 507, 
512, 514; Council’s postponement 
of (May 1936), 465, 484-6 ; French, 
471, 486, 487-8; other countries’, 
432 w, 471-2, 473^, 485, 486, 
487-8, 512 71. I 

discussion regarding: at Assembly, 
495 seqq.\ at Council, 485-6; in 
Great Britam, 452 seqq., 482. 
Itahan demand for, 343. 
position regardmg, at end of June, 
487-8. 

alternative markets, provision of, 236. 
arms embargo (Proposal No. 1), 87, 
223^, 231, 233, 424, 501-2. 
Assembly’s decision to apply, 212. 
blockade, question of, 208 n , 218 ti. 
colomes, protectorates, &c., inclusion 
of m apphcation, 234. 
contracts: fully paid for, 231, 232; in 
process of execution, 221, 223 and n,, 
231, 434. 

Council’s decision to apply, 206. 
co-ordmation of — see urider League oe 
Nations : Abyssinian-Italian dis- 
pute — Co-ordmation Committee, 
date of commg into force, 225, 226-7, 
231, 232, 434. 

difficulty of securing general agree- 
ment on, 235-6. 

diplomatic relations, question of sever- 
ing, 218 71., 459. 

economic: automatic obligation to 
apply, 208, 215 ; conditions for 
efficacy of, 208, 216. 

Experts Committ^ on application of 
— see under League of Nations: 
Abyssinian-ItaHan dispute, 
exports to Italy (Proposal No. 4), 
22371., 224^5, 226-7, 228, 231, 232, 
233, 235, 424, 440; extension to 
additional commodities, question of, 
272-5, 430. See also hdow under Oil. 
failure to apply in previous cases, 
176-7, 192. 


Sanctions (cont.) 

financial : proposal for (Aug 1935), 
57; (Proposal No. 2), 225, 231, 232, 
233, 235, 424, 502. 

gradualness m apphcation of, 215-16, 
218 and n 

importation of Itahan goods (Proposal 
No 3), 87, 218 71, 223 71., 224-5, 
226, 227, 228, 231, 232, 233, 234, 
235, 424, 440, 501, 502. 
inequality of sacrifices imposed by, 
228. 

intensification of: Abyssinian appeals 
for, 344, 348, 350; support for, in 
Great Britain, 337, 351, 457, 459- 
60, 461, 463, 475. 

Italy effect of, on, 4, 26-7, 200, 289, 
439-42, 445, Fascist Grand Coun- 
cil’s resolution on (17,11.35), 238, 
measures to meet, 177, 200, 421 ; 
protest (11 11.35), 237-8, reprisals, 
possibiUty of, 32, 177, 192, 200, 219, 
238, 257 seqq,, 277, 278-9, 292, 
318, 336, 445, 451, 464. See oho 
bdow winder Oil; and under Musso- 
lini, Signor. 

legislative measures required, 225, 226. 
maintenance of, after Itahan victory 
Council’s provisional decision re- 
garding, 484-5 ; support for — m 
British Dominions, 468, 474, 496-7, 
504; — ^in ‘neutral’ states, 473; — ^in 
Great Britain, 455, 457, 458, 459- 
60, 461, 462, 463, 475. 
measures applicable against states 
unilaterally repudiating obhgations, 
report of special committee on, 
425-6. 

noihtary: Anglo-French agreement to 
avoid, 5, 183-6, 192, 283; as only 
means of reversmg /aii aocom/pli in 
East Africa, 445 seqq.^ 4ni, 498-9, 
500-1; as sequel to economic measures, 
49, 186 ; British public support for, 
51, 61, 459; collective not© to 
Germany (16.10.25) in relation to, 
465 ; conditions for efficacy of, 
208 n . ; contingently obligatory 
nature of, 208 t^., 214 and 7t., 219 ; 
French pledge to Italy against, 
rumoured, 192; general reluctance 
to adopt, 293 n., 318, 445, 446, 464, 
477, 602. 
mineral, 58. 

mutual support in application of 
(Proposal No. 5), 224, 225, 226, 228, 
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Sanctions (cont ) 

mutual support in application of (cont.) 

231, 233, 424, 434. Sec also under 
League of Katioi^s: Covenant — 
Art. 16. 

nationalism, economic, application of 
sanctions assisted by, 230-1. 
non-member states, question of par- 
ticipation of, 227, 235, 236-7. 
non-punitive nature of, 460. 
oil, 9, 81, 271 seg^., 329 seqq., 430-2. 
Experts Committee on — see under 
League of Katioits : Abyssmian- 
Italian dispute. 

failure to apply, m relation to use of 
poison gas, 219. 

Italy; attitude of, 277-8, 278-9, 280, 
289, 292, 293, 318, 335, 336; con- 
sumption, imports and stocks of 
oil, 219, 331, 430-1 See also under 
Mussolini, Signor, 
postponement of decision regarding, 
79, 293 n., 329, 350, 494^4.; in 
November 1935, 272, 277-80, 
430 ; in December 1935, 300, 307— 
8, 311-12; in March 1936, 337-8, 
339, 344, 393 432. 

proposal for, 82, 233, 272 seqq., 430 ; 
adoption of, by Committee of 
Eighteen, 275, 430; reactions to, 
275-7. 

sources of supply, 276, 331-2, 

430- 1 

states wdling to enforce, 276, 277, 
337. 

substitutes, question of, 332, 333, 

431- 2. 

time required to make embargo 
effective, 333, 334, 431. 
transport, question of, 332^, 333-4, 
432. See also wwderFEANCE; Great 
Britain: Government; League 
OF Nations; Abyssinian-Italian 
dispute — Committee of Eighteen; 
United States of America, 
outstanding claims, question of, 231, 

232. 

position regardiag apphoation of— 
(31.10.35), 231;— (12.12.35), 217- 
18 m., 233-5;— (30.6.36), 601-2. 
rapidity of application of, 227-31. 
Secretary-General of League discusses, 
166. 

shipping, refusal of faoihties for, 459. 
special cases, consideration of, 231-2, 
273. 


Sanctions (com^.) 

states members not participatmg, 80, 
82, 87, 88-90, 207, 210,211, 217-18?i., 
234, 426 ; — penalization of, question 
of, 227. 

successful resistance of victim of 
aggression in relation to, 444-6, 497. 
world trade, effect on, 433-5. 

See also under Abyssinia: Italy — 
campaign ; Argentina ; Australia ; 
Austria ; Belgium ; Canada ; 
Chile; Ecuador; Eden, Mr.; 
Egypt ; France ; Germany ; Great 
Britain: Government; Labour 
Party; Pubhc opinion; Guate- 
mala; Haiti; Honduras; Hun- 
gary; Jugoslavia; League of 
Nations , Abyssiruan-Itahan dis- 
pute — Council; Covenant — ^Art. 16; 
Netherlands, New Zealand; 
Newfoundland ; Paraguay ; 

Poland ; Rumania ; Salvador ; 
Siam; Spain; Switzerland; Tur- 
key; Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics ; Uruguay ; Venezuela. 
Sandford, Colonel D. A., 114 m , 516. 
Sandford, Mrs. D. A., ated, 114 m., 
119 M. 

Sandler, Monsieur, 81. 

Sanusiyah, the, 40-1. 

Sardo, 396-7. 

Sasa Baneh, 403, 406, 407, 408, 414. 
Scandinavian States, the, attitude of, 
80-1, 422-3. See also under Denmark ; 
Finland ; Norway ; Sweden. 
Schuschnigg, Dr. von, 88, 89, 92. 
Security, collective system of. Abyssi- 
nian-Italian conflict as test of, 2, 10, 38, 
47, 54, 163, 165, 201, 211, 229, 310, 
351, 362, 354, 356-7, 463, 480, 494-5, 
500; as safeguard of integrity and in- 
dependence of states, 190 ; break-down 
of, as outcome of conflict, 6, 78, 229, 
309, 352, 462, 473, 478, 488, 496, 500; 
peaceful change in relation to, 2; 
proper purpose of, 477 ; regional pacts, 
question of, 464, 603 ; war necessary to 
enforce, 77, 186 m., 447, 448, 462. See 
also under France; Germany; Great 
Britain: Conservative Party, Govern- 
ment, Labour Party; United States 
OF America. 

Selbome, Lord, 62. 

Self-interest, enhgbtened, 20 n. 

Semyen, the, 362, 393, 395. 

Setit, River, 364, 384, 396. 
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Se3nim, Ras, 382, 383 n., 384, 389, 390, 
392, 393. 

Sheba, Queen of, 383, 

Shelikot, 387. 

Sheppard, Canon H. R L., 58, 64. 

Siam : abstains from votmg on report of 
Credentials Committee at Seventeenth 
Assembly, 525 ; and oil sanction, 276. 

Siena, Archbishop of, 104. 

Simon, Sir John- and Peace Ballot, 50, 
52 ; on avoidance of war, 446, 450 ; on 
Italian military preparations, 145, on 
Stresa Conference, 148 7?- ; responsi- 
bility of, for British pohcy regarding 
Italo-Abyssiman conflict, 148 n., 161 w- 

Smclair, Sir Archibald, 317, 443-4, 458, 
*467. 

Siriex, Monsieur P. H . — see Vauchee. 

Small states, attitude of, to Italo- 
Abyssmian conflict, 79 seqq , 472-4, 
503-4 See also under League of 
Nations. 

Smuts, General J. C.: on future of 
League, 85; on Italo-Abyssiman con- 
flict, 18, 60, 84, 85, 86; on march of 
humamty, 18. 

Sokota, 396, 413. 

Solidarity Frangaise, 37 n, 

Solis, Senor, 508. 

Somahland, British, raids into, from 
Abyssinia, 41. 

Sora, Bishop of, 105. 

Spam: abdication of Great Power status 
by, 6, 481 ; and extension of embargo 
on exports to Italy, 272-3 ; and 
Laval-Hoare Plan, 306 n . ; and mutual 
support m Mediterranean, 86, 253, 
268-9 ; attitude of to Italo- Abyssinian 
conflict, 80, 86, 228, 268, 473; civil 
war (1936), 250 w., 449 n; mercury, 
production of, 417; neutrahty, ques- 
tion of, 86 ; on Committee of Five, 182, 
306 7i.; on Committee of Eighteen, 
272-3. See also under Madabjaga, 
Sefior de. 

Spears, General, 76. 

Spencer, Dr. J, H., 129 n. 

Spender, Mr. J. A., 476-7. 

Spitzbergen, 234. 

Standard-Vacuum Oil Co., 178, 179, 241. 

Starace, Signor, 364, 395. 

Steed, Mr. Wickham, 66. 

Stimson, Mr. H. L., 164, 243. 

Stock markets, position of, on eve of 
Italo-Abyssinian war, 433. 

Stresa Conference, the, 22, 147-9, 189. 
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Stresa Front, the, 147, 153, 458, 460, 
466, 475 n. 

Sudan, the. British conquest of, 17; 
irrigation of, 39 ; raids mto, from 
Abyssinia, 41. 

Suez Canal, the. British position m re- 
gard to, 58, 249; closure of, question 
of, 4, 184, 208 n, 249, 459, 480, 481; 
trafiic through, 433; — Itahan troops, 
162 n, 379 n., 433, — poison gas, 346, 
413. 

Suvich, Signor, 145 n , 254, 313, 328, 466. 

Sweden, abdication of Great Power 
status by, 6 n , 481 ; attitude of, to 
Italo-Abyssiman conflict, 81, 188, 308, 
472-3, 504 ; mihtary mission in 

Abyssima, 121, 141, 379; on Com- 
mittee of Eighteen, 222, 308; Red 
Cross unit in Abyssima, bombing of, 
327-8, 411-12 ; trade with Italy, 221 n. 
See also under Scandinavian States. 

Switzerland: abstains from voting on re- 
port of Credentials Committee at 
Seventeenth Assembly, 525 ; and sanc- 
tions, 211, 228, 427 n,; — arms embar- 
go, 87, 231-2, 234; — imports from 
Italy, 87, 224, 234, 501 ; — oil sanction, 
337; attitude of, to Italo- Abyssmian 
con^ct, 79, 80, 87, 473 ; neutrahty of, 
preservation of, 87, 211, 232, 427 n.; 
on Committee of Eighteen, 222, 223, 
224. See also under Motta, Monsieur. 

Tabouis, Madame, 337 n. 

Taezaz, Monsieur, 519, 522. 

Tafari Makonnen, Ras, see Haile 
Selassie. 

Taffari Katama, 410. 

Taittinger, Monsieur, 323. 

Takazye River, the, 130 ?i., 364, 387, 393, 
394, 395. 

Tana, Lake: barrage, project for, 127- 
8w. ; British interests in, 39, 43, 74, 
395 ; Italian advance to, 364, 394-5. 

Tangier, 368. 

Tardieu, Monsieur, 33. 

Tecle Hawariate, Monsieur, 143, 173, 
196; at Assembly (Sopt. 1935), 191; 
at Council — (Jan. 1935), 139; — (April 
1935), 149;— (May 1935), 153;— (Oct. 
1935), 202-3, 204-5. 

Tembyen, the, 387, 389-90, 392, 393, 396. 

Temple, Dr. — see Yobk, Archbishop of. 

Teixitorial changes, non-reoogmtion of, if 
effected by force, 505, 506, 514. See also 
under Abyssinia: Italy — annexation. 
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te Water, Mr.: at Assembly — (Sept. 
1935), 85, 190-1 (30.6-4.7.36), 495, 
496-7, 508. 

Thellier, Monsieur, 322. 

Theodore, Emperor of Abyssima, 3. 
Tigre, provmce of* cession to Italy, 
question of, 281, 295-6; incorporation 
of part of, m Eritrea, 373; insurrec- 
tions against Central Government in, 
117, 373; military operations m, 
382 seqq 

Time, spiritual, 17. 

Tirol, South, 30, 87-8, 143, 

Tittom, Signor, 2, 15 
Titulescu, Monsieur, 84, 195, 224. 
Treaties, agreements, &c. (bilateral) 
Abyssmia-France (Klobukowski 

Treaty, 10.1.08), 125-6. 
Abysaima-Great Britain (agreement 
regarding Lake Tana, 18.3,02), 
193 w. 

Abyssima-Italy (frontier delimitation, 
16.5.08), 134 and n., 140, 146, 150, 
152, 153, 156, 157, 168, 171. 
Abyssinia-Italy (Pact of Friendship, 

2.8.28) , 8, 27, 127-8, 130, 137, 
139, 142, 143, 146, 147, 149, 154, 
170 n, 

Abyssima-Italy (Peace Treaty, 26.10. 
96), 373. 

France-Italy (Pact, 7.1.35), 12, 38, 
72, 138, 195, 336, 494 and n. 
France-U.S.S.R. (mutual guarantee 
pact, 2.5.35), 34, 72, 

Great Britain-Italy (exchange of notes 
on Abyssinia, 14-20.12.25), 27, 
193-4 

Greece-Italy (treaty of friendship, 

23.9.28) , 268 n., 513. 

Italy-Turkey (treaty of fnendship, 30. 

5.28) , 513. 

Italy-Vatican (Lateran agreements, 

11.2.29) , 99. 

Treaties, agreements, &o. (multilateral): 
Abyssinia, arms importation (Abys- 
sinia, IVance, Great Britain, Italy, 

21.8.30) , 122-5. 

Anti-war Treaty (Rio de Janeiro, 
10.10.33), 506 n. 

Belgian Guarantee Treaty (London, 
19.4.1839), 511-12. 

Chemical warfare, protocol prohibiting 
(17.6.25), 219, 327, 345 7i., 350, 355, 
409 n., 413. 

Hague Conventions (1907), 409 n. 
London Treaty (26.4.15), 16, 29. 


Treaties, agreements, &o. (cont.) 

Paris, Pact of, for the Renunciation of 
War (Bnand-Kellogg Pact, 27.8.28), 
2, 163-4, 239, 241, 413. 

Red Cross Conventions (27.6.29), 
409 n., 411 n. 

St. Germain Convention (traffic in 
arms, 10.9.19), 122. 

St Gotthard Railway Convention 
(Germany, Italy, Switzerland, 13. 
10.09), 87 and n, 

Versailles Treaty (28.6.19), 31. 

Tnple Entente, the, 73. 

Tsahai, Princess, 355-6. 

Tunisia, 133. 

Turkey: and Laval-Hoare Plan, 306??-. ; 
and mutual support m Mediterranean, 
253, 263, 267-9 ; and oil sanction, 337 ; 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssmian con- 
flict, 107—8 and n., 195 ; on Committee 
of Five, 182, 306 n. ; on Comimttee of 
Eighteen, 222, 226; on Credentials Com- 
mittee at Seventeenth Assembly, 523 ; 
trade with Italy, 221. See also vmder 
Abyssinia ; Bajukajs Entente ; Italy. 

Unden, Monsieur, 81. 

Umon of Soviet Socialist Republics: as 
competitor for world power, 7, 482; 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian con- 
flict, 189, 211, 232, 500-2 ; oil sanction, 
support of, 337; on Comimttee of 
Eighteen, 222, 232; on Co-ordination 
Committee, 227 n. ; on Credentials 
Committee of Seventeenth Assembly, 
523, 525; reply of, to Itahan protest 
regarding sanctions, 239; trade of — 
with Ear East, 434 ; — ^with Italy, 
221 n.f 431, 441. See also under 
Feance; League of Nations; Lit- 
vinov, Monsieur. 

United States of America: 

arms: embargo on export of, to bellige- 
rents, 223,231,240-1, 242,244, 245-6, 
247, 248, 428 ; — cancellation of, 248 
474 ; hcensing system, 240. 
attitude of, to Italo-Abyssinian con- 
flict, 92 seqq,, 164, 236-7, 239. 
Europe, traditional attitude towards, 
93, 95, 462. 

financial transactions with belligerents, 
prohibition of, 245-6. 
foreign pohoy: effect of Italo-Abyssi- 
nian conflict on, 9; opposing pro-, 
grammes of, 92^, 239; traditional 
guiding principles, 93. 
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United States of America {cont.) 
immigration into, restrictions on, 13, 
418. 

isolationism, 93, 94, 95-6, 239, 246, 
429, 452. 

Johnson Act, 428. 

Kellogg Pact, refusal to invoke, 164, 
239. 

mediod aid to Abyssinia, 411 and n. 
mercury and sulphur, production of, 
417. 

negroes, demonstrations by, 9, 108. 
neutr4 rights, question of, 93, 94, 95- 
6, 2J9, 247. 

neutrality legislation, 239 seqq., 334; 
Nye Bill, 246-7; Pittman-McRey- 
nolcfe Bill, 245-6, 247 ; resolutions — 
(31.S.35), 164 and n , 240-1, 247, 
4281— (29.2.36), 247-8, 336. 
non-belligerency, principle of, 94, 95, 
179,236, 242. 

oil saaction, attitude to, 244, 276, 
279, 332, 333, 334, 336, 429, 431, 
432. 

profiteering out of war, 94, 243, 248, 
429. 

reply to Co-ordination Committee’s 
commumcation, 236-7. 

Rickeit Concession, action regarding, 
179, ‘241, 422. 

security, collective system of, attitude 
to, 60, 94-5, 239. 

trade vith beUigerents, restrictions on, 
95, 240, 242-4, 246-7, 248. 
travel m belligerent ships, 242, 428, 
474. 

See dso under Cheat Bbitain; 
Hull, Mr. Cordell ; Italy ; L aval- 
Hoare Plan: reactions to ; League 
OF h ATioNS ; Roosevelt, President ; 
War.: General. 

Uppsala, Archbishop of, 57, 

Uruguay, sanctions, abandonment of, 
472, 487. 

Vansittart, Sir Robert, 261, 291, 304, 
313 n. 

Vasooncellos, Senhor de: at Council 
(April 1936), 364; chairman — of Co- 
ordination Comnuttee, 222, 227, 236; 
— of Committee of Eighteen, 222, 223, 
224, 226, 273^, 275, 277, 278, 279, 
307, 311-12, 338. 

Vatican, the: and Laval-Hoare Plan, 
104; Catholic Press Exhibition, 106-6; 
city-state as enclave in Italy, 99; 


Vatican, the (cont ) 

demonstrations, abstention from, 1 02, 
105 ; prisoner of the, 100. See also under 
Italy; Pope, the 

Vaucher, Monsieur P., cited, 46 w., 47 n., 
54 n., 56 n., 73^, 75. 

Vehrb Pasha, 83 n,, 371 n., 391 n., 401 
and n., 407, 408. 

Venezuela, abstains from voting on re- 
port of Credentials Committee at 
Seventeenth Assembly, 525; and oil 
sanction, 337. 

Victor Emmanuel,King, 133, 358, 359, 383. 
Vinci, Count, 140, 142 n. 

Virgm, General, 129 w. 

Wadara, 406. 

Walda Tadik, Betwadad, 518. 

Waldia, 112, 412. 

Wallega, 517. 

WaUo, 112. 

Walpole, Sir Robert, 446-7. 

Walwal Incident, the, 133 seqq.z 
Anglo-Ethiopian Commission and, 135, 
170. 

arbitration: 

agreements for: (19.1.35), 139-40, 
142, (25.5.35), 153-5. 

Commission of Conciliation and: 
appointment of, 163-4; break- 
down of, 156-7, 163; meetings of, 
166-7, 170; membership of, 147- 
8, 150, 153, 156; — ^fifth member, 
148, 154, 157, 166, 167, 170, 171; 
report of, 132 n,, 134-5, 136, 170- 
1 ; terms of reference of, 150, 154- 
5, 156-7, 166, 167, 168, 170, 171. 
Italy: acceptance of, 140, 146, 155; 

refusal of, 137-8, 140, 142, 143. 
time-limit for, 146-7, 150, 153-4, 
155, 168. 

as a minor issue, 156, 169, 171. 
direct negotiations between Italy and 
Abyssima, 136-8, 139-4:1, .142-3, 
146 ; notes exchanged, 136-7, 150. 
effect of, on Itahan policy, 28-9. 
fightmg (5.12.34), 133, 136. 
frontier delimitation question, 134-5, 
140, 146-7, 150, 152, 154-5, 166, 
157, 166, 167, 168, 171. 

Italian demands for settlement, 136, 
137, 140. 

losses incurred, 136. 
responsibihty for, question of, 136, 
140, 147, 150, 170-1. 
scene of, 133-4. 
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Walwal Incident, the (cont.) 
settlement of, 8, 28-9, 170-1, 180. 
subseq[iient incidents, 132 n., 137, 139- 
40, 150, 151, 152, 154, 170. 

War: 

application of science to, 3, 7, 111, 220, 
370, 378, 409. 
change in nature of, 18-19. 
economic pressures in relation to, 415. 
European colonial operations differen- 
tiated from, 20, 47, 63, 73, 176, 192, 
211-12, 335, 358, 378; future condi- 
tions of, 111-12; probability of, 112,462. 
General: (1792-1815), 93; (1914^18)— 
as dividing line, 17-18; — Belgium, 
position of, 511-12 ; — ^Itahan parti- 
cipation in, 14, 15, 35-6 n.; — U.S. 
participation in, 93. 
laws of, violation of, 409-15. 
Renunciation of. Pact for — see under 
Tebatibs. 

See also under Dhmooraoy; Feance; 
Geeat Beitaxn-: Government, Italy, 
Public Opinion; Italy; Sajtctions: 
mihtary ; Secueity. 

Wardair, 134, 135, 136. 

Warieu Pass, the, 390. 

Waterloo, Battle of, 469 n. 

Web, River, 402, 405, 406. 

Webi Shebeli, River, 134 n,, 296, 360, 
402, 403, 404, 407. 

West Indies, the, negro demonstrations 
in, 9, 108, 109. 


Western Civilization: as protagonist in 
Italo- Abyssinian conflict, 1, 2-3, 111- 
12, 220; destiny of, 5-8; moral per- 
versity of, 3 ; techmcal ability of, 230, 
235, 449. 

Westminster, Archbishop of, 58, 103-4, 
105. 

Williams, Sir John Fischer, 460, cited, 
214 n., 215 n., 217 n., 218 n. 

Wilson, Sir Arnold, 62. 

Wmckel, Dr., 371 n., 410. 

Wmterton, Lord, 317. 

Wolde Mariam, Monsieur, 310, 343, 350, 
354, 484. 

World, the, alternative methods of 
unifymg, 5-7. 

Yaman, the, attitude of, 108 n. 

York, Archbishop of. on collective se- 
curity and war, 66, 477; cn Italo- 
Abyssioian conflict, 58, 60-1, 64; on 
means of ensuring peace, 70; on 
paciflsm, 65. 

Zaldumbide, Senor, 354, 485. 

Zeeland, Monsieur van, 233, 285, 286, 
302 ; President of Assembly, 488, 
490, 493, 506, 507, 509, 510-11, 512, 
523. 

Zeda, Abyssinian outlet at, projosal for, 
158, 160, 162, 194, 281. 

Zimmem, Sir Alfred, 462, 487. 

Zuaditu, Empress, 115-16. 
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